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Fellow Veterans,
Summer of 2025 is now
behind us and hopefully
cooler temperatures will
soon be here. This Labor

Day let’s remember the

IN THIS ISSUE

Council Upcoming Speakers
Veterans Day St Johns County
Council July 2025 Minutes
The COL ED Taylor Award
S]JC Flag Rescue Program

men and women who
have worn the uniform

of our Nation that have
Special Forces Monument

Jax National Cemetery, beginning given us the freedoms
Veterans Build
St Aug Veteran Gets a New Home
Fort Mose
Fort Matanzas
Honor the Dead Parade
A Wild Drive on Wildwood Drive
Univ of S FL Army Veteran
VA Gives Private Health Care

Veterans Day Flag Photo Contest

we enjoy and the rich-
ness of this Nation that
provide the jobs that

support our families.

At our last Veterans

, § Council meeting, we
FL Veterans History Project
recognized Cdr. John
Leslie, USN ret for his

year’s of service as the

Delores B Weaver Legacy Grant
Castillo de San Marcos
Lt Dan Band to perform in FL
Pearl Harbor Logbook Found
Your Story, Your Legacy
Ntl Cemetery Admin’s Plan Ahead
US Navy 250 Birthday Celebration
LTG Michael Linnington

Veterans Treatment

Court Mentor Coordi-
nator. John was present-
ed with the Col. Ed Tay-
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of developing and lead-
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From Veterans Council Chairman Bill Dudley

ing our mentor program.
On his watch, the program
has developed into one of
the best mentor programs
in the state of Fla. providing
our veteran participants a
“battle buddy” when they
needed reassurance or
someone to just talk to.
John’s leadership and or-
ganizational skills were ex-
actly what was needed to
make this program such a
huge success for our partic-
ipants. Bravo Zulu, for a job
well done. John is not leav-
ing the program but is step-
ping back from a leadership
role and is passing that over
to Gary Alford. We know
Gary will do an outstanding
job as well and the Veterans
Council will be there to

support him as he takes the
helm.

The veterans community
recently lost a true patriot.
Col. Gerald Timoney, USA,
ret. passed away while on
assignment for the DOD in

Chad. Gerald was a mem-

September 2025

ber of the local MOAA -
ACC chapter, Board

member and past Presi-

dent. He was also a
member of the Veterans
Council Veterans Day
Program planning com-
mittee as well as many
other veterans organiza-
tions. His military ser-
vice was recently record-
ed by the MOAA Legacy
Project Team. A Memo-
rial service will be held
at San Sebastian Catholic
Church, SR 16 on Thurs.
Sept 4 at 11 AM fol-
lowed by a reception at
Meehan’s Irish Pub on

the bayfront downtown.

Thank you for your
service.
Bill Dudley, Chairman
Veterans Council of

St. Johns County, Inc.




The Veterans Council of St. Johns County meets on
the last Thursday of the month, all are invited to
attend. We meet at the County Health & Human
Services Building, 200 San Sebastian View, at 7 pm

in the Muscovy room.

Upcoming Speakers

August 28
Charlene Beymer, Community Hospice of St Augustine
Robert Covert, St Augustine Historical Society, Military History of St Augustine
September 25
Eddie Creamer, SJC Property Appraiser
Jerry Domask, Vietnam veteran speaks aboutTed Gostas, POW
October 30
Jill Lancaster, Guitars for Vets
Eric Hernandez, Military Outreach Director, St Augustine YMCA
Peter Jennison, Veterans Disability Practice, VA Accredited Attorney

** November 20 & December 18 meetings are a week earlier than

usual because of the Holidays **
**November 20%*
David McCuistan, former Chapter Commander, MOWW
Ed Turner, Exec. Dir. Cecil Field POW MIA Memorial
**December 18%*
Dr. Amy Giroux, Univ. of Central FL,
Identifying the two graves holding the remains of 12 Great Plains Native Americans who

were among the 72 captured in the 1870s and became prisoners of war in St. Augustine.

January 29, 2026
Tiffany Coffey, Administrator, Lassen State Veterans Nursing Home

Danial DiMarco, Soldiers Freedom Outdoors

February 26, 2026
Dr. Michael Butler, Prof. Flagler College, Vietnam Historian

May 28, 2026
Shalisha Bynoe, Proj. Dir., St Augustine Cares
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VEILERANS DAY

St. Johns County Celebration

Tuesday, 11 November, 2025

PLS'§I!B Anastasia Baptist Church,
Tﬁ“ 1650 A1A South (Anastasia Island)

FEATURING:

Remarks by our area’s Veterans from WWII, the Korean War, Vietnam
and Gulf Wars, plus Iraq and Afghanistan operations.
ACCOMPANIED by
JROTC Cadet escorts from the county’s high schools.

PLUS:

The St. Johns Center for Performing Arts Chamber Singers.

The Traveling Vietnam and Global War on Terrorism walls.
Displays and tables from over 50 Veterans organizations.

Organized by: The St. Johns County Veterans Council &
Military Officers Association of America, Ancient City Chapter.
Doors open 9 AM. Program begins at 11 AM. Free parking on site.
More information at rothfeldm@gmail.com




VETERANS COUNCIL OF ST. JOHNS COUNTY

MINUTES OF GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

JULY 31, 2025

CALLTO ORDER: Chairman Dudley
WELCOME AND OPENING REMARKS: Chairman Dudley
PLEDGE: Chairman Dudley

INVOCATION: Chaplain William Jefferson

INTRODUCTION OF NEW GUESTS: New attendees introduced them-

selves and who they represent.

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: Minutes of last meeting conducted
June 26, 2025, were presented by Chairman Dudley. Copies of the
Minutes are available on the sign-in table and were sent to members
electronically by the Secretary.The minutes were approved by voice

vote with no changes.

TREASURER REPORT:Treasurer Mountcastle was not in attendance
at this month’s meeting and Chairman Dudley presented this month’s
Treasurer Report. As of June 25, 2025, the Council’s total liquid cash
balance was $133,073.51; the net liquid cash balance plus credit card
overpayment as of July 30, 2025, is $137,168.52. Chairman Dudley went
over theTreasurer Report’s main expenses.The floor was open for any
questions.The Treasurer Report was approved by voice vote with no

questions or Changes.



SPEAKERS:

LIZTISSICINO, THE RED CROSS, REGIONAL SERVICETO ARMED
FORCES

Ms. Tissicino introduced herself and her role with The Red Cross,
Manager to Regional Service to the Armed Forces and International
Service Program for NE Florida. She presented a brief overview of the
Red Cross’ Resiliency Programs.The Resiliency Program is offered to
members of the Armed Forces, Veterans, and their families.The three
distinct programs include Coping with Deployment, Reconnection
Workshops, and Mind-Body Workshops. Ms.Tissicino went over the
three programs with a slide presentation.The floor was open to ques-

tions and answers.
PHILLIP “DOC”WILLIAMS, SJC CHAPTER VETERAN ENFORCERS

Mr. Williams introduced himself to the group. He is active-duty Navy,
with 1 year, 10 months remaining in his enlistment. He introduced the
Veteran Enforcers Motorcycle Association (VEMA), there are 17/18
chapters of VEMA up and down the east coast. VEMA pays honor and
respect to law enforcement, firefighters, first responders, and military
veterans.They ride to raise money to support those organizations and
individuals within them.They also raise money for other charitable
events for those in need.The floor was open for questions and answers
regarding VEMA.They can be reached at VEMA-USA.com, which is
their website. Mr. Williams can be reached at (904)716-8521 (his per-

sonal number).
VETERANS SERVICE OFFICE, MAC MCDERMOTT

Mr. McDermott gave an update on the Veteran Service Office and the

Burial Benefits available to the Veteran.The VA announced a tempo-
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rary expanded Burial Benefit Improvement Act provided for medi-
cal and nursing care and VA Hospice care at their home when re-
leased from a VA Medical Center or Nursing Home.These temporary
Benefits are available July 1, 2025, to October 1, 2026. Although it is
temporary, there are hopes for expansion after the expiration date.
Mr. McDermott also spoke of the VA’s Caregiver Act and who is
available for those benefits and the needed criteria needed to be ac-
cepted into the program. He discussed the status of the Veterans Ser-
vice Office.There has been a new Service Officer hired, and they are

going through the training process.The floor was open to questions.
VETERANSTREATMENT COURT

John Leslie, Mentor Coordinator, for the VTC gave a brief history of
the VTC. At the recent graduation held for the VTC, six Veterans
graduated and that brings the total to 128 graduates since the incep-
tion of the VCT over eight years ago.There will be two court sessions
in August on the 8th and on the 22nd beginning at 10:00am at the
Courthouse. Everyone is invited to attend. Mr. Leslie spoke of tables
that are still available for the Veterans Day Program in November.

The floor was open to questions.
UNFINISHED /NEW BUSINESS

Chairman Dudley gave an update on the Veterans Village of the re-
pairs and renovations still ongoing. All the electrical work is com-
plete, and plumbing is still being repaired. Veterans are still being
received, and interviews are taking place.The SR 16 facility with
Home Again St. Johns is near completion and hopefully will start re-

ceiving people into that facility by the middle of August.

Several automobiles have recently been donated to the Veterans
Council for Veterans in need of transportation.
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The Wreaths Across American program for this year has now been
launched and Rick McCallister is the Co—Charing the program this

year. An information letter was provided.

The planning committee for the Veterans Day Program, to be held on
November 11th, has been meeting and planning for the event to held
at Anastasia Baptist Church.This year’s event is expected to be one
of the best.

The floor was open for further questions and new business.

Harry Manford presented information on the Liberty Tree program
and spoke of the memorial bricks available for purchase to help the
program that is expanding into Putnam County. A form was made

available with brick purchase information.

Blair Craig spoke of the 105 Veterans that are locked up Raiford Pris-
on, fifty-four are Vietnam Veterans and fifty are post-911 Veterans.
Most are serving life terms. Every year they participate in a walk-a-
thon within the prison, and they solicit funds for the event.They
raise between seven and ten thousand dollars that they then con-
tribute to charities that support Veterans.This year’s recipients will
be the We Can Be Heros Foundation and the Community Health
Outreach Food Pantry. Information was provided to those wishing

to make donations.

Vice Chairman Ron Birchall congratulated and thanked American
Legion Post 37 for sponsoring six young men as delegates for Florida
Boy’s State last month.The six young men are students at 4 different
St. Johns County high school.

The meeting adjourned at 8:07 pm.

Respectfully submitted, William Dudley, Chairman,
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Veterans Council of St Johns County, FL Inc.
Officers and Directors

Chairman - Bill Dudley, U.S. Air Force
anudayOO(@aol.com
Vice Chairman - Ronald Birchall, U.S. Army

Treasurer - John Mountcastle, U.S. Coast Guard, sjcve_treasurer(@yahoo.com

Recording Secretary -Donna Pullium, donnapullium150(@outlook.com
Secretary - Newsletter Editor, Michael Rothfeld, rothfeldm(@gmail.com
Directors - Gerald Dedge Chaplain - Bill Jefferson
Oversight Committee: Bill Dudley- Chairman,

Ronald Birchall - Vice Chairman
Michael Rothfeld - Director, John Mountcastle - Director

Mission statement:

The objective of the Veterans Council of St. Johns County, Florida is to
be of assistance to all veterans who have served in any of the military
branches of service of the United States of America. This website is de-
signed to serve our veterans and shall act as a communications center
for this Council. The Council is proud of our past successes and we look

forward to many more in the months and years to come

The Veterans Council of §t. Johns Goony,
is a Not-For-Profit Florida Corpération.

Our formation date was Jof'y 4, 2001 in
a proclamation issued By the St Johns
County Commissioners.




The Veterans Council’s Highest Award 1s pre-
sented by Council Chairman Bill Dudley to this

year’s recipient, John Leslie.

“The Veterans Council recently recognized John
Leslie with the Col. Ed Taylor Award for his years of
service as the Veterans Treatment Court mentor co-
ordinator. John developed the veteran mentor pro-
gram into one of the best mentor programs in the
state. His steadfast leadership provided our mentors
all the training and education they needed to men-
tor to our VIC participants. The quality of our men-
tor program is due to his being at the helm for the
past eight years"




St. Johns County flag rescue program secures 20,000th American flag

for digniﬁed ceremony

The American Flag Rescue Program provides residents with a re-

spectful way to retire worn or damaged ﬂags

ST. JOHNS COUNTY, Ha. — More than 20,000

American flags have been rescued from trash | AMERICAN FLAG

DROP BOX | [

cans and collected from drop-off boxes

throughout St. Johns County, thanks to a col-

laboration between veterans and the County S Solld Waste D1V1Slon

Founded in 2019, the American Flag Rescue Program provides resi-

dents with a respectful way to retire worn or damaged ﬂags.

On the table in front of Army Vietnam Veteran Rick McAllister, Solid
Waste Outreach Coordinator Chris Benjamin, and Navy Veteran Da-
vid Weir sat the 20,000th rescued flag in St. Johns County.

“Normally we’re on the average, what? Uh... 1,800 flags a month.
We’re retiring,” Weir said. “Thanks to Chris’s help, he brings in 400

flags a month, more than that.”

Flags are dropped off at any of 36 collection points around the coun-
ty, including bins behind the Veterans of Foreign Wars building on
U.S. 1, which is easily recognized by a large tank displayed outside.

The 20,000th flag came from a Home Depot location.

The mission to properly retire ﬂags began after worn ﬂags were
found discarded in the trash, prompting the county and veterans to

create a dignified program.
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“We didn’t want them in the trash,
and when these guys came along, it
was just the marriage made in heav-

en for us,” Benjamin said.

McAllister emphasized the signiﬁ-

cance of the flag to all veterans.

“Every single veteran that has served in a United States military
branch has raised their hand and taken an oath, and when they took
that oath, they did that in front of that flag,” he said.

The ﬂags are ceremonially retired with great respect.

“We don’t even let any of our flags touch the ground while we’re do-

ing our ceremony. And matter of fact, the guys will even say, ‘Hey, get

The American Flag Rescue Program offers
residents a dignified way to dispose of their ﬂags while honoring the

sacrifices of those who served under them.

“That flag is probably the most important symbol of freedom and de-
mocracy in the United States. And every veteran will tell you that
that’s what has led them through their service,” McAllister said.

By John Asebes, NEWS4Jax
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Help Honor our Heroes
Support the Special Forces
Monument

TO REMEMBER AND HONOR
THE QUIET PROFESSIONALS

SPECIAL FORCES

SFA Chapter 88 (Mortheast Florda) has an ambitious goal to
raise $18,000 for a Special Forces monument for the
Jacksonville National Cemetery. Donations are needed for the
construction, delivery, installation and future maintenance of the
monument; and fund the dedication ceremony -- planned in
conjunction with the 38th anniversary of the Special Forces
Branch.

Our goal is to raise the money before Dee. 31, 2025. This allows
us time to complate a contract, finance the down payment and
balance, construct the monument, deliver and install it in time for
the unveiling ceremony this next year.

This monument project is very important for honaring the service
of the Army veterans interred in Jacksonville. It also serves as a
remembrance for the families, loved ones, friends, comrades in
arms and visitors to the National Cemetery.

On Saturday, April 11, 2028 the public and our Special
Cperations veterans are invited to join us for this significant and
historical event. Maore information will be forthcoming in 2026

SFA Chapter B8 has partnered with GoFundMe.Com and
donations are fast and easy at www . gofundme com/iSFARE-SF-
IMonument-Fund or scan the QR Code with your smartphone or
tablet for direct access to the donation page. GoFundMe offers
many ways for credit and debt payments. Use the “Enfer Custom
Tip”link to adjust any tips you want o leave for GoFundie,

Are you Old School? We accept checks made payable to “SFA
Chapter 88" wiite “SF Monument’ on the memo line. Mail
checks to: SFA B8 Monument, 105638 Inverneass Dr., Jacksonville,
FL 32257, We are a 50(c)19) charity, Fed Tax EIN: 56-
6148492, and donations are tax-deductible.

Your support is 50 imporant to reach our goal on time and finish
this important and lasting monument. Thank wyou for vour
consideration and donation.

For maore information, contact Padraic
Mulvinill, Monument Committes Chairman,

at (904} 534-0035 or email: pemi@axisp.com.
Corporate sponsors welcome. o

Scan to Donate [W]%

L

RECIAL FORee
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=
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The beginnings of the Jacksonville National Cemetery

I found some early pictures of the Jacksonville National Cemetery
that I would like to share.The pictures were taken by me before the

cemetery opened and burials started.

2008:The National Cemetery Administration (NCA) acquired the site.
Initial construction began in August, with a 20-acre burial area and

temporary facilities, according to Wikipedia.

2009:The cemetery was dedicated and opened for burials in January,
according to the FloridaTimes-Union.The second phase of construc-
tion, including permanent buildings and infrastructure, began later

in the year.

2011:The second portion of Phase 1 was completed.




Vietnam Purple Heart Veteran, Sgt. Roy Wilbur,
right here in Saint Augustine, receives keys today to
new home from Saint Augustine organization, Op-
eration Lifeline! Congressman John Rutheford gave

congratulatory remarks.
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Veterans Build 2025

Habitat St. Johns Veterans Build ABOUT HABITAT FOR HUMANITY OF
November 7th & 8th from 8:00am - 3:00pm ST. JOHNS COUNTY

Habitat St. Johns’ Veterans Build Program provides affordable Habitat for Humanity of St. Johns County isa
homeownership and a chance to build camaraderie as volunteers B EIR R EUESEER A

for U.S. veterans, military service members and their families. L
inadequate housing and to build communities

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS where everyone can alford to live.

VOLUNTEER To date, Habitat St. Johns has helped more
Get involved with Habitat for Humanity of St. Johns County! SN 100 Tunikies chiaii b pc iy sl

home through hard work and teamwork,
Your leadership skills and expertise can make an impact on many
families in need of permanent housing. Join one of our Veterans Build
events, help fellow veterans build the homes of others in need of
affordable, high-quality homes. Your participation helps families build
strength and self-reliance through shelter.

QUR VISION
A world where everyone has a decent place to

live.

We welcome veteran volunteers to help on Friday November 7th and/or BRSNSty

Saturday November 8th. This two-day event will be fun-filled, as well as RS RITE R TR
very rewarding. Come meet your peers, network and help local families B TR RS T e i
achieve the dream of homeownership. Local heroes helping yet again! EESESEREERIHIETRT RS

HOMEOWNERSHIP
We believe every veteran deserves to be welcomed home with
dignity, honor and respect. We are looking to partner with military-
connected families, veterans and their caretakers to build safe,
stable and affordable homes in St. Johns County.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:
Tom Torretta - ttorretta@habitatstjohns.org or Julie Wesling j '

7 Hopkins St., St. Augustine, FL 32084 | (904) 826-3252 |
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First Annual Veterans Build ﬁ Habitat

for Humanity”
5 0.0 . 1. . oTlo of 5t. Augustine/
We are inviting all veterans, active-duty military, and their families 5t. Johns County

(16 years of age and older) to participate in our First Annual Veterans Years of Comminiyend o
Build event on Friday, November 7th and Saturday, November 8th

from 8:00am - 3:00pm (flier attached).
Please share this email and join us for this inspirational day of giving back.

We will offer two shifts each day. There will be an 8:00am - 12:00pm shift each morning
and a 11:00am - 3:00pm shift each afternoon on those two days.

These two days will feature veterans, active-duty military, and their families helping local
families reach their dream of homeownership in St. Johns County. Homeownership pro-
vides stability and security that cannot be achieved through renting. It also sets families up

for new oppor tunities and career growth.

We all know the sacrifices made my veterans, active-duty military and their families -

"All Gave Some, Some Gave All!"

Here is a link with more information: https: // habitatstjohns.org/ join-us-for-our-first-

annual-veterans-build-november-7-8/

Here is a link to the Adult volunteer waiver that must be completed before Volunteering:

https: / /habitatstjohns. charityproud.org/ WebForm /Index/3871formCode=bcf767a8-
b3bc-4c85-a5¢c1-ebf5{c89c4cc

Here is the Minor Waiver (16 - 18):https:/ /habitatstjohns.charityproud.org/WebForm/
Index /3872 2formCode=a9d6falb-5c¢58-48f1-abla-3f586c6d0ff0

Once you have completed the above volunteer waiver, you can pick a timeslot(s):
To register to volunteer on Friday November 7th from 8:00am - 12:00pm click here:

https:/ /habitatstjohns.charityproud.org/VolunteerRegistration/Index /?activity=53265

To register to volunteer on Friday November 7th from 11:00am - 3:00pm click here:

https: / /habitatstj ohns.charitvproud.org/ VolunteerRegistration/ Index/ ?activity=54096
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To register to volunteer on Saturday November 8th from 8:00am - 12:00pm click here:

https: / /habitatstjohns.charityproud.org/VolunteerRegistration/Index /?activity=53270

To register to volunteer on Saturday November 8th from 11:00am - 3:00pm click here:

https: / /habitatstj ohns.charitvproud.org/ VolunteerRegistration/ Index/ 2activity=54097

We are also hoping you will help us inform your veteran and active-duty communities about
the qualifications required to purchase a Habitat St. Johns home. Many people are eligible
and don't know it, including veterans and active-duty military. I have attached the

"Qualifications" form to this email as well.

If you may know someone trying to buy a home in St. Johns County but it is too costly,

please send this to them. Habitat St. Johns may be their solution to homeownership!

We are hoping to have building permits approved to actually use tools and build walls on a
new home. If the permits aren't ready in time, we will focus on completing homes in pro-

cess at Volusia Woods.

Either way, this is a great opportunity to give back again in honor of Veterans Day and all

those who have served and currently serve.

If you are interested in being a sponsor for this event, see the attached flier for the different

levels of support available.

We hope you will join us and make a difference where we live.

Wishing you all the best & thanks to you and all your staff for your service!
TomTorretta, Fundraising Director

Habitat for Humanity of St. Augustine/St. Johns County
office: (904) 826-3252, ext. 2001

www.habitatstjohns.org
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DO YOU QUALIFY 2025
For A Habitat Home? 48 . <@*

to partner

sScore
I will volunteer 126 “Sweat Equity” @
[l !have acredit score of 640 or higher*

D hours on the construction site AL SOaiG
contributing to building houses OPPORTUNITY

WILLINGNESS @ CREDIT

*credit bullding programs avallable through third party

NEED

for housin ' NOTE:You willeed$1,000n
(Select one!) g JLBILITY mxﬂt , ‘lllll ik
- " to Pay W‘Mﬂoﬁm&mmd

[l ! currently live in an unsafe structure

[[] My household income is within these guidelines

. Spending more than 40% of income on

housm? (rent + utilities) : : : Fow Many Family
. ::::Eerlag&borhood | am living in has a high Members in the Gross Year!v Gross ley
. :,;en‘:::“y applied for a mortgage and was ‘1 $35,9°° ‘sj_sm |
2 $41,000 | $98,400
[l !am living in over-crowded conditions 3 w"lso ﬂ 10,760
Other - | have another reason that is not 4 35‘!30 3123.000
W e 5 $55350 | $132,840
6 $59,450 | $142,680

Did you answer If so, fill out your application during the enroliment period
YES to all and schedule your consultation appointment with our
4 questions? Homeowner Services Manager, Candice Marhanka

Contact Habitat St. Johns to learn more:
website: www.habitatstjohns.org Phone: 904.826.3252 x2005
Email: cmarhanka@habitatstjohns.org
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Veteran Build Spon

Levels & Benefits

Laying Raise the Friends
Foundations Roof of
Sponsor Sponsor Veteran

Build
$10,000 $5,000

Veteran
Build Title

Sponsor
Sponsor

Benefit

$2,500 $1,000

Title Sponsor
Designation

Logo Printed
on T-shirts

Name Listed on
T-Shirts
Logo at
Build Site
Name in Home
Dedication
Program

" Recognition o
Website

(e

Join us by volunteering on the build site & help us Can't join us in person? You can still
reach our fundraising goal. help us meet our fundraising goal.

Register or learn more by calling. Emailing or visiting our blog page:
https://habitatstjohns.org/join-us-for-our-first-annual-veterans-build-november-7-8/

ﬁy\ Habitat

for liumanﬂy‘
L 7 Hopkins St., St. Augustine, FL 32084 | 904-826-3252 | www.habitatstjohns.org
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NEWTOUR! Fort Mose Historic State
Park guided tours are available Friday

through Sunday
at1I0AM & 1 PM

Tours are approximately 1 hour long.

Tours consist of’

Start with a 15-minute film highlighting
the amazing history of the Fort Mose

Community.

Then experience how it felt like to be a

runaway Freedom Seeker trying to get from South Carolina to your freedom in
St. Augustine on the Flight To Freedom Trail. Each panel on the trail has a QR
code that has a short clip of the park’s interpreters, which help guests get a

password to gain entry to the fort.

This leads guests to the entrance way to the first Fort Mose fort, established in
1738. Here you will find your tour guide who will talk about the history of the
fort and its great contribution and symbol of strength, resilience, but most im-

portantly, Freedom!

The tour finishes up in the Museum with a self-guided tour so you guests ex-
perience the state of the art technology that introduces some of those Free-
dom Seekers that once inhabited Fort Mose as well as some of the artifacts that

were found in excavations.

HOURS

Park: 9 AM to 5 PM daily

Museum: 9 AM to 4:30 PM Thursday through Monday
15 Fort Mose Trail

St. Augustine FL 32084
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Fort Matanzas National Monument preserves the fortified coquina
watchtower, completed in 1742,
which defended the southern approach
to the Spanish military settlement of
St. Augustine. It also protects approxi-

mately 300 acres of Florida coastal en- it -

vironment contalnlng dunes marsh
maritime forest, and associated flora and fauna, 1nclud1ng threatened and

endangered species.

Plan your visit now: www.nps. gov/ FOMA

Matanzas Inlet was the scene of crucial events in Spanish colonial history.
The massacre of French soldiers here in 1565 was Spain's opening move
in establishing a colony in Florida. The construction of Fort Matanzas in
1740-42 was Spain's last effort to ward off British encroachments on St.

Augustine.

The visit to the fort is free, but you have to take a ferry over so be sure to
check out the ferry schedule. Fort Matanzas is a part of the National Park

Service and is only accessible by ferry.

Boarding Pass - There are no fees to enter the park or to take the ferry to
the fort. The ferry operates with a Boarding Pass system. The passes are
issued from the Fort Matanzas Visitor Center (not the St. Augustine city

Visitor Center) on a first come, first served basis.
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Saint Augustine Sons Of the American Revolution
Honor to the Dead Parade

On August 16th, the St. Augustine Chapter and Color Guard participated in the
"Honor to the Dead" Parade and Ceremony at the St. Augustine National Ceme-
tery. Present for the SAR St. Augustine Chapter were Jerry Hanchett, Larry Kai-
ser, and David Watt, who also participated in the parade for the chapter's Color
Guard

Photos:
(Compatriot David Watt bearing the colors in the parade, Compatriots David
Watt and Jerry Hanchett, Compatriot David Watt prior to the Ceremony)
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2025

WREATHS Bill Dudley: Chairman WREATHS

A_M(EEICA Rick McAllister: Co-Chair AM(ﬁri)fICA

WE NEED YOUR HELP

As we have in the past, our mission is to place a holiday wreath on
every veteran headstone in our St. Augustine National Cemetery, and
we can't do it without your help. Just $17 purchases one wreath for
us, and every single wreath counts,

Let these veteran brothers and sisters, as well as their families, know
that we have not forgotten them. When we are celebrating with our

loved ones, we are also celebrating with them.

The Wreaths Across America ceremony is Saiurclag, December 13 at

noon, and we hope you will join us at our National Cemetery,

If you can contribute, please make your checks payable to Veferans
Council of St Johns County, Inc. and mail them to Veterans Council
of St. Johns County, Inc, P.O. Box 2117, St. Augustine, FL 32085~
2117. We are a 501 (c) (3) organization.

If you have any questions, please call Rick McAllister at 904-501-7777.

THANK YOU
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This is a story of one a road in St Augustine that I wrote a while ago

A Wild Drive on Wildwood Drive by Michael Rothfeld

Many of us have driven south on Wildwood Drive from SR 207. It

is a short distance to Publix in Moultrie on Wildwood Drive. It's a typical
Florida back road, full of palm trees, small houses and several churches. A
very scenic, quiet and peaceful road.We don't give it a second thought.
Nothing ever happens there. How wrong we are! Almost 185 years ago this
non-descript road was at the heart of one of America's earliest wars, the
Seminole Wars.The word Seminole was derived from the Spanish word,
"Cimarron", which means "wild ones", referring to the fact that the Seminole

Indians lived in wild, sparsely occupied areas.

The story of Osceola, a Seminole Indian, may not be well known, but his

brave attempts to remain in Florida and fight the U.S. Gov-
ernment are well documented. Osceola was one of the leaders
of the Seminole Indians in the 1830's during the Second Semi-
nole War against the United States. Although born in Ala-

bama, Osceola and his Creek Indian mother moved to Florida,

which was the homeland of the Seminole Indians. When

white settlers began moving into the state, they wanted the

‘ Chief Osceola \Seminoles to move to Indian territories west of the Missis-

sippi River. Osceola led a group of Seminoles opposed to re-

location. Using tactics unfamiliar to the settlers and by hiding in the Ever-
glades, Osceola and some of the Seminoles were successfully able, for a

time, to resist the United States Government's attempts to remove them from
Florida. It was not until the capture of Osceola and his death in 1838 at

Fort Moultrie in South Carolina that the Seminoles were forced from their

homeland.

Our journey begins 1 mile south east of SR 207 on Wildwood Drive, atTreaty
Park. In 1823, two years after Florida was acquired by the United States,
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leaders of the Seminole and MiccosukeeTribes met with govern-
ment officials, including William E. Duval, (who was to become
the territorial governor following Andrew Jackson) on the
banks of the creek near this site in order to settle conflicting
claims to Florida lands. After twelve days of negotiation, they
signed the treaty of Moultrie Creek on September 18, 1823.The

tribes were to occupy a four million acre reservation on the interior

peninsula.The government was to assist in relocating the Indians and help
to support them there for a period of twenty years.The Indians being
removed from their traditional hunting grounds were forced to change their
way of life from farming to raising cattle. Failure on both sides to comply
with the terms of this and later treaties led to the Second Seminole War
(1835-1842).The exact site of the treaty signing is unknown. Treaty Park is

dedicated in commemoration of that historical event.

, T . i Continue on Wildwood Drive and turn right onto Fort
: 'm - Peyton Drive. Hidden in an alley in the Wildwood Pines
[ : _, '- subdivision, is the old Fort Peyton site.This fort,among
TS others, were established during the Second Seminole
War. Fort Peyton housed the soldiers who captured Os-
" ceola.There are two markers at the Fort Peyton site, a
bare coquina marker and a metal historical marker

erected in 1966.There are scrawled obscene words on the metal marker, which

also has a gaping hole from a large caliber bullet.

Further east on Wildwood Drive is the Stonegate subdivi-
sion. It was here in October 1837 that General Joseph Her-
nandez, acting under orders from General Thomas Jesup,
seized the Seminole Indian leader Osceola and seventy of

his braves while assembled under a white ﬂag of truce.The

soldiers threw the white ﬂag to the ground and put chains
on Osceola's hands and feet. The Indians were taken to Fort
General Joseph | Marion (now the Castillo de San Marcos) in St. Augustine. A

Hernandez

three foot tall monument that marks the actual spot where




the famed warrior Osceola was captured is surrounded by palmettos and is
not visible from Wildwood Drive. A recent wildfire left a patch of burned
pine trees near the coquina marker. At the capture site the monument, erect-
ed in 1916, was once topped with a metal sign which read "Osceola captured
on this spot while under the protection of a flag of truce, October 24,

1837." Now the sign is missing and the monument has been nicked by bullets.
The Seminole Tribe of Florida, St. Johns County, and the St. Augustine Histori-

cal Society are hoping to upgrade these monuments.

The section of St. Augustine where all of these historical events occurred

is Moultrie, Florida. It was named after Dr. John Moultrie who is thought to
have resided in the area. Dr. Moultrie studied medicine
at the University of Edinburgh, Scotland. A Justice of the
Peace, member of the Commons House of Assembly, and a
major in the British militia, he also raised indigo, manu-
factured turpentine and was appointed Governor of East
Florida in 1771 though his brother, General William

Moultrie became a revolutionary war hero, Dr. Moultrie

remained loyal to the King and Parliament of England.

Dr John Moultrie

So the next time you travel Wildwood Drive, lean back
in your car seat, lower the radio, listen for the war whoops and think of all
that happened a long time ago on your WILD DRIVE down WILDWOOD
DRIVE.

26




=———2 & & & & ¢

WALK-IN CLINICS
=20 S 8"

The Villages OPC 0800-1630  {352) 674-5000

Ocala CBOC 0800-1630  {352) 369-3320

N OW S E RVI N G Gainesville Primary Care 0800-1630  (352) 548-1900
A h A A Tallahassee OPC 0730-1630  (850) 878-0191
Jacksonville North 0700-1630 (S04) 470-6900

YO U B ETT E R Jacksonville Jefferson 0700-1630  (904) 475-5800

Call for current wait times/availability

We offer services for non-life threatening
conditions at our

« Allergies « Headaches and Migraines
« Bladder/Urinary Tract Infections + Pulled or Strained Muscles
« Cold or Flu Symptoms « Respiratory Infections

+ Minor Cuts, Bruises, and Sprains « Skin Conditions

« Ear and Eye Infections « Sore Throats

V : ¢ U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs
A 2k outh Greongs Wrirans Healin Syssm

2ND ANNUAL
VETERANS COUNCIL
VETERANS DAY 5K

Saturday, November 8th
at Oakleaf High School

Race starts at 8:00 am

Walker and runner friendly! Finisher medals for
all participants!

Early registration: $35

Registration sign up: https://runsignup.com/Race/FL/OrangePark/
CLAYVETERANSDAYSK




FLORIDA'S 5TH ANNUAL SEVEN
BRIDGES POW/MIA REMEMBRANCE
DAY RIDE & CEREMONY

Sponsored by: The American Legion Riders Department of Florida

Police Escorted Ride from A , ’ R,de rs We ’CO me!

Adamec HD Baymeadows, over

the Seven Bridges, crossing the  Scan QR for:
5t. Johns River, and endingat ~ Registration o
the National POW/MIA Memorial ~ Hotel Info o
(6112 POW-MIA Memorial Pkwy, Eventpage... [T]os '-’-.

Sa'fﬁfli'a";-géi;:c‘e'ﬁgﬁér 20, 2025, from 9am to 5pm

Ss\‘()\!’B)\LL *

mm«' seum Chllres OfOur Faon

Paches Needed

The Florida Patriot Guard Hosts the PGR Room at the
Gary Sinise Foundation Snowball Express each December.
Each child that attends gets a leather motorcycle vest, and can
choose patches to place on that vest.
Snow Ball Express takes the children of fallen Military and
sttResponderhemhoDisneyWaidforaooupledaystobevﬂh
other kid andfamili&sandenjoytheolsney alo No

We are holding a iz
You can donate any you have stocked! up at IQ
would like to buy some online and ga{%mgm ship

e — To fin doutmom

(@ WWMtp Jiwww.garysinisefou ndatlon.orglsnowb all-ex
i o *"’\/ https Ilpatflotg Isn ﬁl -do
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USF doctoral student, Army veteran named 2025 Tillman Scholar
By Paul Guzzo, University Communications and Marketing

Nathaniel Hays has spent his adult life serving and protecting the
United States — first through 23 years in the U.S. Army, including
three deployments to Iraq, and now as a University of South Florida
doctoral student studying cellular and molecular biology with hopes

1
-

of advancing cancer research.

“When I was a little kid, all I wanted, was to be in the Army,” said Hays, a 54-year-old re-
tired first sergeant. “Now, I want to fight cancer, wage war on the disease and help people in

need.”

This month, the Pat Tillman Foundation honored Hays’ dedication by naming him to the
2025 class of Tillman Scholars, an elite recognition that includes a $40,000 scholarship. The
program, named for the late Arizona Cardinals safety who left the NFL to serve in the mili-
tary and was killed while on active duty, supports military service members, veterans and

spouses pursuing leadership roles in and beyond their fields.

“I'm pretty floored,” Hays said. “This scholarship is one of the more prestigious within the

military community because of who Pat Tillman was. I’'m honored.”

Out of roughly 1,700 applicants, only 42 were selected for the 2025 class. Since 2004, the
Pat Tillman Foundation has invested more than $40 million in academic scholarships and

leadership development.

Nathaniel Hays (middle) during a 2012 training exercise at Fort Benning [Photo courtesy of
Nathaniel Hays]

“We are honored to welcome this new class of Tillman Scholars and support them as they
pursue bold goals and create meaningful change,” said Katherine Steele, CEO of the PatTill-
man Foundation and a 2014 Tillman Scholar. “Their passion, vision and commitment to ser-

vice embody what it means to be a Tillman Scholar.”

Hays enlisted in the Army National Guard in 1991 at age 19 while

living in Hawthorne, California. After three combat deployments,

he was assigned as a Ranger instructor in 2008 at Fort Benning, GA.
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' &- “ Upon retiring from the military in 2014, Hays received a push from
4

his sister, a U.S. Air Force major.

“She told me to get off my butt and start pursuing my education,”
Hays said. “She’s not the type who can sit still and wasn’t going to let me be idle either.”

A long family history of cancer inspired Hays to change his mission from combat to cancer

research

“When I was 9, my grandfather died of cancer — that was the first time I'd heard of it,” he
said. “Since then, I've lost five more family members to various cancers and have four who

are survivors.”

Determined to make a difference, Hays earned an associate of science degree in public
health from Mt. San Antonio College in Walnut, California, before enrolling at USF in
2022.

“USF is the perfect fit,” he said. “It’s a premier medical research university.” Nathaniel Hays

at a research conference at Niagra Falls this past June [Photo courtesy of Nathaniel Hays]

He earned his Bachelor of Science degree in cellular and molecular biology in 2024 and is
now working toward a doctorate at USF. Under the mentorship of Associate Professor Li-
binYe, Hays is researching how vital proteins in the cell change shape as they transmit sig-
nals and control cell activity, knowledge that could lead to better, more targeted cancer

treatments.

The Tillman Scholarship will help fund this next phase of his

mission.

“Each new class of Tillman Scholars reminds us Why we started

this foundation: to honor Pat’s example by empowering remark-
able individuals who choose to lead and serve,” said Marie Tillman Shenton, board chair
and co-founder of the Pat Tillman Foundation. “We’re inspired by the 2025 class and look

forward to seeing how they create lasting change in their communities and beyond Y
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VA gives veterans a year of uninterrupted private health care for 30

different medical specialties By LINDA F. HERSEY STARS AND STRIPES ¢

August 5, 2025 Veterans will now be able to receive a year of uninterrupted specialty
health care outside the Department of Veterans Affairs network without seeking re-
authorization, the agency announced. Veterans previously had to get a new referral every
three to six months. (Stars and Stripes) WASHINGTON — From cardiology and eye care
to addiction treatment and mental health counseling, 30 different types of private medical
services will be available to veterans for up to a year without interruption under a new
policy announced by the Department of Veterans Affairs. Veterans previously had to obtain
anew referral from their VA doctor every 90 to 180 days to continue receiving many spe-
cialty health services at “VA expense,” the agency said. “This change means better continu-
ity of care, which leads to better health outcomes,”

VA Secretary Doug Collins said Monday. The policy change is effective immediately.
When veterans cannot get timely medical appointments at VA clinics or hospitals, they are
referred to vendors, which are private doctors in the community. But expanding the
length of time that non-VA care is delivered to veterans is controversial. Opponents of
expanding non-VA health care argue the money that the VA spends on private care takes
resources away from the agency’s extensive medical care system.

The National Association of Veterans Affairs Physicians and Dentists has stated the in-
crease of community-based medical care for veterans should not detract from VA opera-
tions. The organization has urged Congress to continue investing in VA infrastructure and
services. “The goal should always be to provide timely, high-quality care without under-
mining VA services,” according to the association. But the VA expects to reduce its work-
force by 30,000 in fiscal 2025, which ends Sept. 30, as part of President Donald Trump’s
order to downsize the federal government. Decreases in the VA workforce will be
through attrition, a hiring freeze and deferred resignations, the VA said. The agency has
pledged to maintain staffing for essential clinical positions and not cut front-line workers.
The Mission Act, enacted in 2019, authorized veterans for the first time to seek non-VA
health care from private providers. But mandates for frequent reauthorizations can delay
and interrupt the delivery of health care, Collins said. By extending authorizations to 12
months, doctors and other health care providers can focus more on treating veterans than
on clearing administrative hurdles to continue care, he said. Having uninterrupted care

also adds convenience for veterans seeking specialty medical services outside the VA, the
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agency said.

The VA is advising veterans to check in with their local VA medical center
community care office to find out how their care might be affected by the
change. Veterans will not have to seek new referrals for 12 months after an in-
itial authorization on the following health care services: Cardiology, derma-
tology, endocrinology, neurology and otology, otolaryngology or ENT, gas-
troenterology, urogynecology, addiction psychiatry outpatient, family and
couples psychotherapy outpatient, mental health outpatient, nephrology,
neurology, nutrition intervention services, oncology and hematology, neuro-
ophthalmology, oculoplastic, eye care examination, optometry routine, or-
thopedic hand, orthopedic general, orthopedic spine, pain management, po-
diatry, podiatry DS, addiction medicine outpatient, pulmonary, physical
medicine and rehabilitation (physiatry), rheumatology, sleep medicine and

urology. Source - Stars and Stripes

The FIRE Watch

As our data and annual reports continue to af-

SUICIDE

IS PREVENTABLE

YOU CAN MAKE
A DIFFERENCE

firm, suicide prevention is a full community ef-

fort. Help us support Veterans and end Veteran

suicide in #Florida by cornpleting two FREE sui-

cide prevention training courses—our Watch

Stander Training Program (40min) and Living-
Works' Start Course (90min)—>both available
online in partnership with the Florida Department of Health (DOH).

Online training registration is open until June 30th:
https://tinyurl.com/VSP2OnlineTraining

Additionally, the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs has made it easier for Veterans and
caregivers to connect with VA health care providers from anywhere through the VA Video

Connect mobile app - learn more & download the app here: https:// mobile.va.gov/ app/va

-video-connect
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St. Johns Cultural Council & VFW Post 2391 Shine Spotlight on Veterans with A
Veterans Day Photography Contest & Juried Exhibition

As part of our continued parmership, the St. Johns Cultural Council and St Johns County are
expanding the Artin Public Spaces program to include the Health & Human Services Building. The
expansion will begin with an opportunity for photographers to capture the image of Veterans.

Coming on the heels of the 250" anniversary of the army and navy, what better time to celebrate all
who have served.

VFW Post 2391 and member Rick McAllister (professional writer, photographer, & VFW Life
Member, First City Honor Guard, and Vietnam Comb at Veteran) initially reached out to the St.
Johns Cultural Council with the idea. The St. Johns Cultural Council, St. Johns County, Health &
Human Services, and Veterans’ Services were all unanimously in favor of the concept and support
this intersection of art, community, and honoring Veterans.

Local, regional, and national artists are invited to submit up to three of their original photos that
contain an image of a veteran and an American flag. See the attached flyer for further criteria and
details about submission, email Rick McAllister (fotowurks@aol.com) or visit the St Johns Cultural
Council's website for more information.

The Veterans Day Photography Contest will be open for submissions starting August 1* through
September 31", 2025. The Contest will be juried by members of the St. Augustine Camera Club &
Rick McAllister

Join us on Veterans Day, Tuesday, November 11, (time to come) at the VAW Post 2391 when all
Winners will be announced.

20-35 works will be selected for the juried exhibition, Stories of American Veterans, and displayed in
the reFrame Gallery at the St. Johns County Health & Human Services Building, 200 San Sebastian
View.

Join us for the opening reception on Thursday, November 20, from 5:30 to 7 PM at the St Johns
County Administration Building. Three award winners and Best of Show will be announced at the
opening reception. Enjoy hors d'oeuvres and celebrate these talented photographers and the
Veterans!

Click here to learn more about the inspiration behind the event and additional contest
criteria.
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ST. AUGUSTINE VFW POST 2391

o e SONS

ANNOUNCES

THE FIRST ANNUAL

VETERANS DAY PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST

CONTEST & IMAGE THEME:

THE VETERAN AND THE AMERICAN FLAG

ple image nolin contest
Open to EVERYONE
SUBMISSIONS start 8/1/25 and end 9/30/25
JPG entries
VERY SPECIAL AWARDS announced Veterans Day (11/11/25)
DETAILS on FaceBook site: VETERANS DAY PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST

Questions: Rick McAllister, fotowurks@aol.com
A SPECIAL THANKS to:
First City Honor Guard

Chelsea Cornelius, St. Johns Culture Council
Terry Bottom and the St. Augustine Camera Club
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SUBMISSIONS: Aug. 1 - Sept. 30
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Veterans Dag

2025

Photo Contest

VFW POST 2391
St. Augustine

THEME

The theme of the photo contest i "the veteran
and the American Flag" A submitted image should
show this or tell this story For instance, the
veteran could be represented by a headstone
depicting a veteran's name or inscription. The flag
could be imposed on a piece of clothing. The Key
is that the image tells the story of an American

veteran

SUBMISSIONS

ALL IMAGES must be submitted and will only be
accepted between Friday, AUGUST 1 and Tuesday,
SEPTEMBER 30.

Submit via emall to fotowurks@aol.com

Make sure the email includes your name and the
“tifle" of each image being submitted. Neither your
name or the image tille should be visible on the
image itself.

DETAILS

1. This confest is open to the general public.

2. You may submit up to 3 images,

3. You must be the photographer of the
images submitted and they should have been
taken within the past 3 years,

4, Post editing i acceptable. Al & OK for
post editing, however, original image must
be camera generated by submitter.

5. lmage criteria JPG format
300 dpi
Color or BEW
Max 2400 x 3000 pixels
Landscape or vertical

AWARDS

The TOP 4 images will receive a book of the
images that were submitted, as well as a special
awards ceremony at the VFW Post 2391,

In addition, a special group of selected images will
be framed and displaged on the walls in the St
Johns County Health and Human Services Building
where the Veterans Administration Service Office
is located. When this viewing period i over, they
will be displaged at the VFW Post for a limited
period, and submitted to the National VFW
Magazine for publication.

SCHEDULE

Image Submissions: August 1 = September 30
Jury Selections: October 1 - October 25

Jury Selection Announcements: November 1
Awards Announcement: Veterans Day, Nov. 11

lf you have any questions, please contact Rick
MecAllister at 904-50-7777  or at
fotowurks@aol.com.

Additional information available on Face Book at
Veferans Day Photo Confest 2025

Co-Sponsors: St. Johns Cultural Council
St. Augustine Camera Club
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Florida Veterans’ History Program

Secretary of State Cord Byrd encourages Florida veterans to participate
in the Major John Leroy Haynes Florida Veterans’ History Program by
sharing their stories. “The stories from Florida veterans provide valuable
lessons about courage, sacrifice and resilience,” said Secretary Byrd. “This
program honors their service by capturing and preserving their unique
experiences and making those narratives available now and for future

. »
generatlons.

The program is seeking Florida veterans to record their histories. Veter-
ans of all ranks and branches are encouraged to schedule an oral history

interview to document their experiences.

The Florida Veterans’ History Program will be in Miami this week to col-

lect oral histories from local veterans. To schedule an oral history inter-

view email Folklife@DOS.FL.gov or call 850-245-6780.

More information about the program can be found at https://

dos.fl .gov/ veteranshistory

MAJOR JOHN LEROY HAYNES

g\k
>

FLORIDA VETERANS'
HISTORY PROGRAM
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Fort Mose Historical Society 1s at Fort Mose Historic State Park.
Volunteer Spotlight: Charles Ellis

Meet Charles Ellis, President of the Fort Mose Historical Society. Charles has been in-
strumental in setting up and following through many events that are put on at the park.
He also works diligently to set up the logistics of these events and the event chairs. He
was most instrumental in his work to bring into fruition the Reconstruction of the
1738 Fort Mose I, alongside of many others as well as the Florida Parks Foundation and
the Florida State Parks. He is also a member of the Fort Mose Militia. He has worn
many hats within this CSO group but has steadfastly worked toward the most im-
portant goal of telling the Fort Mose Story.

Charles has worked hard to maintain an amazing relationship with the park manage-
ment and park staff throughout the years and through some difficult circumstances. His
will to keep moving forward to complete the dream of having a fort at Fort Mose His-
toric State Park is a testament to his integrity and strength as a leader in the Fort Mose

Historical Society and it will be his legacy to this park.

When you come out for an event, make sure to say hello to Charles and thank him for

the hard work that has made Fort Mose a huge success!

If you would like to Volunteer at Fort Mose, click the link to get started!!!!

https: // Volunteers.ﬂoridastateparks. org/
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SJHP Receives $550,000 Grant from The Delores Barr Weaver Legacy Funds at

The Community Foundation for Northeast Florida

ST. AUGUSTINE, Fla. —The St. Johns Housing Partnership (SJHP), a nonprofit developer of
affordable housing, today announced the receipt of a $550,000 grant from the Delores Barr
Weaver Legacy Funds at The Community Foundation for Northeast Florida.

The Legacy 2024 grant to St. Johns Housing Partnership, Inc., is to support the retirement
of outstanding construction debt for Patriot Place. Patriot Place comprises six new, low-

income housing for at-risk and homeless veterans in St. Johns County.

“Mrs. Weaver'’s grant is an incredible gift that will last for decades providing housing for
some of our local at-risk and low-income veterans. We hope the gift will not only support
Patriot Place but also inspire other donors who want to create more truly affordable housing

in our area,” said St. Johns Housing Partnership Executive Director Bill Lazar.

Delores Barr Weaver has an extraordinary legacy of philanthropy in Northeast Florida since
moving to Jacksonville as co-owner of the Jacksonville Jaguars in 1993. Since establishing the
Delores Barr Weaver Legacy Fund in 2012, she has partnered with The Community Founda-
tion on her philanthropy through numerous, multi-million-dollar gifts, including the Foun-

dation’s largest-ever gift of $61 million in 2023, the source of this grant to the SJHP.

“I'am deeply grateful for the hard work that our Legacy 2024 agencies do every day,” said
Delores Barr Weaver. “They share an unwavering commitment to making our world a better
place for all. The work they do comes directly from the heart and touches our hearts, as

well.”

Founded in 1996, the SJHP provides low- to moderate-income housing solutions by working
with the public and private sectors to rebuild neglected homes and revitalize neighborhoods

in disadvantaged areas.

“Delores Barr Weaver is a transformational force for good through bold, local initiatives,
such as Patriot Place,” said SJHP Board President Don Mullinex. “We are gratetul to be

among the beneficiaries of her generous commitment to improving our community and the

39



lives of residents.”

This generous contribution is poised to play a pivotal role in furthering SJHP’s mission to
ensure every person has a safe, clean, affordable place to live and a vision for solving the

enormous challenges of affordable housing.

Patriot Place became a reality through MountainStar Partners, SJHP, and St. Johns County.
MountainStar Partners committed over $500,000 for the land acquisition and construction
costs. Bryan McCloskey served as the architect with construction completed by Robert Mar-
shall of World Island Builders. Patriot Place has earned Gold Certification under the Florida
Green Building Coalition (FGBC) Homes Standard. Patriot Place is also the most recent de-

velopment to receive the Florida Water Star certification.

“For years, our local veterans’ office has struggled to help veterans who need a one-bedroom
apartment to remain living in St. Johns County,” added Lazar. “Getting homeless vets on the
path to affordable housing is just one of the goals of the St. Johns Housing Partnership in its
collaboration with the UF/Flagler Health+ and MountainStar Partners.”

Additional funds, materials and time to build Patriot Place were provided by The Northeast
Florida Association of Realtors; Bo Strange, owner of Lovely Loo; the Snodgrass Family
Foundation; The Home Depot Store # 6334; Eagle Scout Michael Korfhage; Boy Scout
Troup 243; the University of Florida IFAS Master Gardeners; and FGBC certifying agents
Bill Kachman and Ralph Locke, military veterans who waived their fee and volunteered their

time. Everybody Solar, JinkoSolar and Synergy Solar donated the solar panels.

The concept for Patriot Place was conceived by Suzanne Konchan, the county’s former De-

V "') - \ A xl "‘L :mg::“'r-:l

velopment Services director.

DeloresBal 1“7ei§fe"i'Funds

established 2012




Therapeutic Art Workshops For
| Military Women

§ Reclaim your Uoice
x‘anstm-eyo«rstrength ‘
Connect with sisters that understand
Open to. militany wemen whe are: soning, velerans, spouses.,
caregivens and sunwivers. of all branches.

Locations:
Duval - HopeaVeterans Office H4V 6 Biweekly Workshops

Start August 19th 2025 6-8pm  Week 1: Self Compassion/Art
6821 Southpoint Drive N Suite 208 Week 2: Boundaries/Art

Week 3; Identity/ Art.
Duval - The Steven A Cohen Military z . o :
Family Clinic Centerstone Wﬂﬁk&;.ﬂﬁlﬁﬂﬂﬂ&hlﬂ&lﬁﬂ
Start August 28th 5:30-7:30pm Week 5: Positive growth/Art

7011 AC Skinner Parkway Week 6: Self care/Art
Childcare Provided TR

St Johns - STA Reality office
Start August 21st 2025 6-8pm
1965 A1A S St Augustine

Clay - YMCA Barco Fleming Island

oy

Start August 27th 5:30-7:30pm > T
2075 Town Center Blvd Fleming Island Must register-
Childcare provided Art supplies and Food is Provided

The Steven A.Cohen
3 AN

Military Family Clinic yR i fres

at Centerstone

Therapeutic Art Workshops For Military Women
Dates. Times and Locations

Tuwsday, August 19, 2025 - 8:00 PIM te 5,00 PM
-Tuesday, September 2, 2025 - 6:00 PM to 8:00 Pid
Tuesday, September 16, 2025 ~ 8:00 PIM to §:00 PM
-Tuesday, September 30, 2025 - 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM -
Tuesday, October 14, 2025 « 6:00 P to §.00 PM -
Tuesday, October 28, 2025 - 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM

$1Jochn Cownty =~ 1965 A1A § 32080 STA Resity - Thursdsy -
Thwsday, August 21, 2025 - 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM -
Thursdoy, September 4, 2025 ~ 8:00 PM to 5:00 PM
Thursday, September 18, 2025 - 6:00 PM 1o 8:00 P -
Thursday, October 2, 2025 « 6:00 PM to 8:00 P -
Thursday, October 16, 2025 - 6§:00 Pif to §:00 PM
Thursday, October 30, 2028 - 8:00 PM to §:00 PM

Clay County ~ YMCA Barco Fleming Island - Wednesday
Chitdcare Provided-

‘Wednesday, August 27, 2026 - 5:30-7:30 Pif -
Wednesday, September 20, 2025 - 5:30-7:20 PM -
Wednesday, September 24, 2025 « 5:30-7:30 PM -

Wednesday, October 8, 2025 - 5:30-7:30 PM

“Wednesdoy, October 22, 2025 ~ 5:30-7:30 P4

-Wednesday, November 5th, 2025 - 5:30-7:30 Fid

Childcare Provided -
-Thursday, August 28, 2025 - 5:30-7:30 PM
Thursday, September 11, 2025 « 5:30-7:30 P
-Thursday, September 25, 2025 - 5:30-7.30 PM
Thursdoy, October 9, 2025 « 5:30-7.30 PM
-Thursday, October 23, 2025 - 5:30-7.30 PM
Thursday, November 8, 2025 ~ 5:30-7:.30 PM

I'he Steven A.Cohen

Military Family Clinic

e
-

= A pn
at Lencersctone 3
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Castillo de San Marcos National Monument

Did you know that Castillo de San Marcos and Fort Matanzas Na-

tional Monuments have one of the oldest and largest historic weap-
ons programs in the National Park Service? Thousands visit the two
forts to witness the power of the forts' cannons during our cannon

firing demonstrations!

But a word of caution: This experience is not for everyone. If you

don't like loud noises, you may not enjoy the demonstration.

We suggest before joining us for one of our weapon demonstra-
tions, you watch a video of the cannon and musket firing demon-

strations from the comfort and safety of your own home!

To view Castillo de San Marcos: A Long Legacy - An Effective De-
fense, please visit: https://

r WWW, youtube .com/watch?

v=19KnEcbg6]M

¥ If you have any concerns dur-
., ing or before your visit,
please talk to one of our

rangers. They will help make

! your visit a safe and memora-

- |ble experience!
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VFW Auxiliary—National Organization .

Are you aware of all VFW and VFW Auxiliary scholarship, contest and award
deadlines for the 2025-2026 Program Year?

They are:

October 31, 2025: VFW Voice of Democracy

October 31, 2025: VFW Patriot’s Pen

November 15, 2025: VFW “Sport Clips Help A Hero” Scholarship - spring semester
February 15, 2026: VFW Auxiliary Continuing Education Scholarship

March 1, 2026: VFW Scout of the Year (recognition award, not monetary)

March 31, 2026: VFW Auxiliary Illustrating America

March 31, 2026: VFW Auxiliary Young American Creative Patriotic Art Contest
March 31, 2026: VFW Auxiliary 3-Dimensional Patriotic Art Contest

April 30, 2026: The VFW's “Sport Clips Help A Hero” Scholarship - fall semester

Please promote these scholarships, con-

tests and awards, which benefit children "IINITIR@I@l@@"”NI@

as young as five through adults continu- VFW & VFW AUXILIARY

ing their education beyond high school.
SCHOLARSHIPS

sistance: AND CONTESTS

Student Veteran Support or under Com- V F W V F W

AUXILIARY

Learn more on www.viw. org under As-

munity -Youth & Education and

« "SPORT CLIPS HELP A HERO" » CONTINUING EDUCATION

SCHOLARSHIP « YOUNG AMERICAN CREATIVE
K + VOICE OF DEMOCRACY PATRIOTIC ART CONTEST
on www.vfwauxiliary.org under Schol-  [iSsei e D
. « SCOUT OF THE YEAR ART CONTEST
arshlps & Contests. « ILLUSTRATING AMERICA

s

WWW.VFW.ORG WWW.VFWAUXILIARY.ORG
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Military History
Navy logbook that recounted Pearl Harbor recovered after 84 years
By Claire Barrett

After more than 80 years, an old logbook containing the
initial descriptions of U.S. vessels after the Japanese attack
on Navy Yard Pearl Harbor in 1941 was recovered, the Na-
tional Archives recently announced. The logbook covers
the 16 months before and after the attack that was the cat-
alyst for the U.S. entry into World War II.

Its whereabouts can be traced back to the moment it was

plucked from a trash bin in the 1970s at the old Norton

Air Force Base in San Bernardino, California, by Oretta Kanady, The Washington
Post first reported.

In an interview with the Post, Kanady’s son, Michael William Bonds, said she
found it in the bin while Workjng as a civilian employee and thought it looked in-

teresting. She asked if she could have it, and it remained in her possession until

her death in 2000. Bonds then inherited it.

“In the last few years, I've moved here, moved there, it’s just been in a box,”
Bond’s told The Post. “I hadn’t really looked at it.”

The book is in good condition, and while it may not alter the basic understanding
of the events of Pearl Harbor, where more than 2,400 sailors, Marines, soldiers
and civilians were killed after Japanese war planes attacked U.S. military installa-

tions near Honolulu, it helps to verify the story of the day that lives in infamy.

“We have nothing, nor does the nation have anything similar to this,” Mitchell
Yockelson, an investigative archivist at the National Archives, stated as the book

was unveiled at the Archives facility in College Park, Maryland.
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The Dec. 8, 1941 entry for the "Log Book U.S. Navy Yard Pearl Har-
bor." (National Archives)

Logbooks, used by the Navy, were brief daily records of events and observations.
In the case of “Log Book, U.S. NavyYard Pearl Harbor,” it documented several of
the ships that were at Navy installation the day of the Dec. 7 attack.

Dec. 5, 1941, records the arrival of the battleships Arizona and Oklahoma. Both

were famously sunk just two days later.

On Dec. 8, one day after the attack that left the harbor — and a nation — reel-
ing, the logbook recorded that at 07:35 that the damaged battleship USS Utah

“appears to be drifting out in the channel, recommend tug be sent to secure it

alongside quay.”

Other notations from that day include:

At 21:30: “Tower reports fire at ammunition depot.”
At 22:15: “Fire at Hickam field secured.”

Interestingly, the pages for Dec. 6 and 7, and into the 8th, have brown stains splat-

tered across their sheets.

“That’s another question that we’ve been wondering” about, Yockelson said during
the unveiling. “We like to think that maybe somebody was SO agitated at what
went on that he spilled his thermos.”

A tully digitized copy of the logbook is available online.
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Joint Event with

Jacksonville Bar Association
|nform Connect Unite Organize

Save the Date
October 11th 2025

Veterans Memorial Arena
300 A. Philip Randolpg Blvd
Jacksonville, Florida 32202

CHAPTER 202
10t
Annual

Rocketman Run

Registration 0900

amﬂ]bﬂf 279', a§ Last Bike Out 1100

Last Bike In 1600

$25 Per Rider
$10 Passenger
$5 Extra Roll

Start/End
American Legion Post 250 Boogerville Hideout
Middleburg, FL VFW Post 3349

po F O stsrans
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VETERANS RESOURCE FAIR

Explore more than 80 valuable resources from the community and Veteran Affairs
all while enjoying a free catered lunch!

Guest speakers from 1 Degree of Separation will make their appearance. They provide a
show that combines comedy with life-saving education. Through humor and personal stories,
this program provides essential mental health first aid by demonstrating what an opan,
supportive conversation looks like.

M

i:z: September 11,2025
10:00am - 2.00pm

e Vystar Veterans Memorial Arena
300 A Phillip Randolph Bivd, Jacksonville, FL 32202

Please join us for our 2nd annual suicide prevention event at the Vet-
eran VyStar arena on 9/11/25. Veterans, families, and staff will be
greeted by the Jacksonville Jaguars mascot, drumline and Roar cheer-
leaders. Sweet treats by catered carts will be provided. We are also
having musical guest, Bold City Brass playing music prior to our re-
nowned guest speakers, One Degree of Separation, speaking about

mental health and suicide prevention.

Please see the attached link regarding our guest speakers. We hope

you can join us for this exciting event.
Please feel free to share far and wide.

https: //www.l1 degreeofseparation.life /
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Save the Date - Mark Vo_ur Calendars 7
= - K3 - L K3
Northeast Florida MOWW Chapter #250

Meeting Announcement
Tuesday, 16 September 2025

Luncheon 1100 te 1330
The [Hilltap Restaurant
2030 Wells Rusd
Orange Park, FL. 32073
Chaices: Beekk Salman; Chicken; Vegetables and dessert.
230 per person, remit at luncheon.

RSVP & Meal Choice no later than 11 September 2024
Adjutant - Capt. Jim Ransom
904-609-8472; jprthree@mac.com

Attire: MOV Polo Shire or Business Casual
Spouses are welcome and crcouraged 1o attend,

Guest Speaker

Region VI Commander
COL Adolfo Menendez

“Jt is NobCer to Serve than to Ge Served”

ptember 21, 2025
CEaToN
A

] EXIT INSPIRED REAL ESTATE

' $10 Passenger
KICK STANDS UP 9:30 AM

HOWLING WOLF
CHEYENNE SALOON
BOOGERVILLE
Amer legion 250 { Vendor Fair)
/WORST HAND DRAWINGS, 50/50, AND SO

CH MORE!

R MORE INFORMATION '!D,N’ONSOR OR BE A VENDOR
JEANNE SCHOLL (904) 945-4142

operationsantacause(t gmail.com
N
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Your Story, Your Legacy

You can now share your story in your own words through the Vet-
erans Legacy Memorial’s (VLM) “Your Story, Your Legacy”
feature. Use this tool to upload images, autobiographies, written
tributes, military and life milestones, and historical documents.
After your passing, VLM will publish your submissions on its web-
site—the nation’s largest online memorial dedicated to honoring

America’s Veterans.

To access the “Your Story, Your Legacy” page, start by submit-
ting a VA pre-need burial eligibility application online. Once ap-
proved, you will receive an email to set up your personal VLM

page. Watch this short video to learn more.

Memorializir g f

Veteran

Wl‘!hf»"

VLM~
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Understand Your Eligibility and Plan Ahead with Confidence

The National Cemetery Administration (NCA) proudly honors your service and sacrifice

by helping ensure your legacy lives on.

Too many Veterans and families miss out on VA burial and memorial benefits simply be-
cause they don’t know they’re eligible. Whether you choose burial in a VA national ceme-

tery or a private cemetery, these benefits are a meaningful part of end-of-life planning,

That’s why NCA launched Plan Today, Honor Forever, a nationwide campaign designed to
help you understand your options and plan ahead.Why Planning Ahead Matters

With Plan Today, Honor Forever you can:
Learn what burial and memorial benefits you may be eligible for
Share important information with your family or caregivers
Check your eligibility for burial in a VA national cemetery
Understand how VA burial allowances may help cover costs
Apply for Pre-need Burial Eligibility

Veterans and spouses can apply in advance to determine their eligibility for burial in a VA
national cemetery. The online application takes less than 10 minutes and helps reduce
stress and uncertainty for loved ones during a difficult time. CompleteYour Pre-need

Burial Eligibility Application

NCA is committed to ensuring that all eligible Veterans and their families understand and
can access the burial benefits they’ve earned. As part of this effort, we’ve developed re-
sources that address the unique needs of different Veteran communities.

Download our new infosheet,
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\US NAVY
.| 250th

Birthday

Celebration

October 13th, 2025

9 AM to 6 PM
Navy Pier Side At The

USS ORLECK

Join us for the celebration of the US Navy's 250th birthday on
October 13th, 2025 at Navy Pier next to the USS Orleck from 9
AM to 6 PM. The festivities will kick off with a welcome service

at 10 AM, followed by a day filled with food trucks, family-
friendly activities, and a live musical performance featuring

PROJECT X from 2 to 6 PM. Additionally, enjoy a special tour

rate of only 8.86 for the USS Orleck. This is a FREE event and

we hope you can make it!

https://jaxnavalmuseum.org/event/us-navy-250th-birthday/
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250TH NAVY BALL

|
IH |
|

/N,/ \V/ D 2\ 7
OCTOBER 11, 2025

117 Ceremonial Hangar, NAS Jax

E4 & BELOW $45 POC
E5 & E6 $55 CSCM Reikowski, QMC Watts,

E7 & ABOVE/CIVILIAN MCC Vi"-°;‘°"’ Aicl?antzler
PERSONNEL $65 eR0thpavyball.com

1800 cocktail HOUR/ 1900 START
NAVY BAND, DJ & COLOR GUARD
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What are the rules about saluting as a Retired Soldier?

As described in the Retired Soldier Handbook in Section 3-9,
federal law authorizes retired service members to salute the
flag during the Pledge of Allegiance; during hoisting, lowering,
or passing of the American flag; and during the National An-
them.

There are specific requirements for each situation, so make sure you check out the Retired
Soldier Handbook (https://soldierforlife.army.mil /Army.../Post-Retirement) so you are
in the know!

UP/COMING EV\ENT

N *r’ = 4PN

N

*p bTAR Veterans Cente
Community Gathering

Date: Oct. 31 2025 5PM-7PM

Location: 40 Acme St.
Jacksonville, Fl. 32211

Games * Prizes * and More

We have space for 8-10 Organizations to Join Us

If you would like to reserve table space
Contact Amanda Mills amills@5svc.org
or Call 904-450-1236

/"‘ "N, You Can Decorate Your Space, #~ W %
I ;.'u/ Wear Costumes and Bring Candy nﬂ‘?

o | * ok
4 3 < !
SSTARVETERANSCENTER.ORG
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[ “Train Buster of the Korean War" “Gray Ghost of the Vietnam Coast” \

JACKSONVILLE NAVAL MUSEUM ﬁ’

""l' N g THE MOST DECORATED
.H f X
\ ||

USS ORLECKF=

Post-World War Il Ship In The US Navy

;” Jom us for the == !,
Bl USS DORLECK 4

Birthday* * Kk *

hxxx*BASH!

s/ | September 13th, 2025

Az 10AM
| Food I\ NavyPierside i\
I I
{ Trucks Join us as we celebrate the
Car Show USS ORLECK's 80th Birthday
on the Navy P|er"
Family Fun
Music By
DJAngst
| 2-6PM
Commissioned on September 15, 1945, the
Speclal Ship USS Orleck was the last destroyer to enter

Tour Rate

$8.86 service at the end of World War lI-and today,

she stands proudly on display in Jacksonville.
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USO: US Army LTG (ret), Michael Linnington

The USO, Americas leading nonprofit supporting service
members and their families, proudly announced the ap-
pointment of Lieutenant General (retired) Michael Lin-

nington as its new Chief Executive Officer, effective Octo-

ber 20, 2025. vaém,m.
MICHAEL

He Served in Both Iraq & Afghanistan as an Infantry Brigade LINNINGTON

Commander in the 101st Airborne Division
USO, America’s leading nonprofit supporting service members and their families,
proudly announced the appointment of Lieutenant General (retired) Michael Lin-

nington as its new Chief Executive Officer, effective October 20, 2025.

Arlington, VA, Aug. 15, 2025 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) -- The USO, America’s lead-
ing nonprofit supporting service members and their families, proudly announced

the appointment of Lieutenant General (retired) Michael Linnington as its new

Chief Executive Officer, effective October 20, 2025.

Linnington is a distinguished figure within the military community, having served
in the U.S. Army for 35 years in a career marked by several key leadership posi-
tions. His roles included Infantry Brigade Command (101st Airborne Division) in
both Iraq and Afghanistan, Commandant of Cadets at West Point, Commanding
General of the Military District of Washington, and Military Deputy to the Under
Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness. After his military tenure, he be-
came the first civilian Director of the Defense POW /MIA Accounting Agency,
overseeing efforts to account for missing U.S. service members since World War II.
In 2016, he was named CEO of the Wounded Warrior Project, where he led the or-
ganization through a significant transformation—broadening its programs and en-

hancing support for wounded veterans and their families.

“Wearing the uniform was one of my life’s greatest honors. Now, I have the privi-

lege to continue that service by leading the USO, a storied organization committed



to strengthening and supporting service members and their families,” said Lin-
nington. “The USO is an organization that provided many memorable experiences
and meaningful support to the units I've been a part, and I am humbled and hon-

ored to join this organization and carry forward its vital work.”

Linnington steps into the role at a defining moment. In 2026, the USO will cele-
brate its 85th birthday, and the United States will mark its 250th birthday. These
dual milestones offer a powerful opportunity to reflect and to reimagine how the

USO can meet the evolving needs of the military community in the years to come.

“The Board conducted an extensive search for a leader who could honor our
proud legacy while positioning us for future success. With a distinguished record
of military service and a proven ability to lead with integrity, vision, and heart,
Mike Linnington is exactly the leader our organization needs for this next chap-
ter,” said USO Board Chair General (Ret) David Goldfein. “His deep understand-
ing of the military community, coupled with a steadfast commitment to service,

will ensure that the USO mission will not only endure—it will thrive.”

Linnington will succeed J.D. Crouch II, who is stepping down as USO CEO after
11 years. He led the USO through a transtormative journey, consolidating 19 in-
dependent USO chapters into one strong, unified organization. It was a pivotal

shift that set the organization up for future success.
About the USO:

The USO is the leading nonprofit dedicated to the well-being of all people serving
in the U.S. military and their families. Since 1941, the USO has been by the side
of servicemembers throughout their military service. Impacttul support is provid-
ed through our 250+ locations around the world, a robust care package delivery
program, entertainment, military spouse and youth programming, and much

more, all made possible by dedicated donors, corporate partners, volunteers and

staff.



Library of Congress Veterans History Project

Last month we kicked off the celebration of the U.S. Army’s 250th birth-
day!

This We'll Defend: the U.S. Army

To honor the Army’s founding in June SERVING «_OUR VOIGES

Stories from the Veterans History Project

1775, the Veterans History Project e
launched a new installment of Serving: ﬂ
Our Voices—“This We’ll Defend: The |

U.S. Army,” | I

This online exhibit features 25 power- | ,A_f_- ﬁ Iy m

ful narratives from Army veterans, in-

cluding members of the Army Nurse

Corps and Women'’s Army Corps. Told

through letters, diaries, photos and
oral history interviews, their stories

reflect the depth and diversity of ser-

vice across generations.

With more than 55,000 Army stories |
in our archive, these featured veterans | "“ ‘g m F ? ™

FUTSMAL MAPEATIVE
<wen Aoy Les Collect

represent just a glimpse into the legacy by

of the nation’s oldest and largest mili-

tary branch.

Explore the exhibit at https://www.loc. gov/.../ser../ this-well-defend-

the—us—army/
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LT E American Legion
Nassau “ N District 5 Meeting

Duval Sl S.A.L at 12:30 PM

Clay 2 IERS; Legion & Auxiliary at 2PM
St. Johns i~
Sunday, Sep 14, 2025
#0neTeamoneDream — .
: ' merican Legion Post 88
#PassionForvVets | s 3662 Spring Park Rd
#SALCares s Jacksonville, FL 32207

TOURNIAMENT

MUNDAY EAGLE HARBOR GOLF CLUB :
NUVEMBER ]7TH, 2“25 2217 Eagle Harbor Pkwy /

Fleming Island, FL 32003 {
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- PRIZES AWARDED FOR.
1st PLACE RIBS 1st PLACE CHICKEN KNI * * %
2nd PLACE RIBS 2 2nd PLACE CHICKEN 3 DJS DANCE GRUUPS
3rd PLACE RIBS 3rd PLACE CHICKEN *VENDOR BOOTHS™*

VENDOR SPOTS AVAILABLE /// CONTACT 240.412.1325
INTERESTED RIB CONTESTANTS /// CONTACT 443.537.7411

All Proceeds to ALP and Kids Safe Zone.

Kidy SETAMERICAN SONS OF THE
SAfE SETAMERICAN LEGION BSAMERICAN
RIDERS ZONe EGION AUXILIARY LEGION
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Help us find

the next veteran
recipient of a
new home.

And let’s support
America’s heroes.

Since 2019, KB Home has partnered with Jared Allen’s Homes for
Wounded Warriors (JAH4WW), a nonprofit organization dedicated
to raising money to build fully accessible homes for America's

combat-injured Veterans.

KB Home has built mortgage-free,
accessible homes for veterans in our

We are honored and humbled to support
those who have given so much for cur
country and its citizens. We would like to
continue this important mission and are
actively seeking your help in identifying

our next recipient.

If you know a veteran who meets the qualifications and whose
family would like to live in a market where we currently build,
please encourage them to apply at:

San Antonio, Tampa and Denver divisions.

»
Sy
a
-~
-
a |

e

Applicant must meet
these qualifications:

Injuries sustained in
combat with the U.S.
military while serving in
Iraq or Afghanistan during
Operation Iraqi Freedom
(OIF) or Operation
Enduring Freedom (OEF)

Declared 100% disabled
by the U.S. Department
of Defense (DoD) or
Veterans Affairs

Purple Heart recipient

Wounds resulting in
the loss of a major limb,
blindness or paralysis

!'("9 + '/ - WARR 0§§

kbhome.com | homesforwoundedwarriors.com

60



ATTENTION VETERAINS

JOIN US FOR THE SECOND ANNUAL
"WILLS FOR HEROES”

Have vour Will and
Advance Directuves drafted for 'RELE

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2025
12:00 P.M. - 4:00 P.M.
JACKSONVILLE CITY HALL
117 WEST DUVAL STREET, JACKSONVILLE, FL 32202
(GROUND FLOOR, OFF OF THE ATRIUM)
...................... D T

WITH INTRODUCTORY REMARKS BY l#[[
LAWRENCE “LARRY” DI RITA ”0,/

USN VETERAN & FORMER ASSISTANT TO THE

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FOR PUBLIC AFFAIRS
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PLAN TODAY.

HONOR FOREVER.

PLANNING AND SCHEDULING A BURIAL
AT A VA NATIONAL CEMETERY

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) National Cemetery Administration (NCA) ensures those who
served this nation are never forgotten. VA operates more than 155 national cemeteries and maintains
meore than 4 million graves to honor their service and sacrifice. Burial services at VA national
cemeteries are provided at no cost to eligible Vieterans, their spouses, and qualifying family members.

If you've lost a loved one and need to plan a burlal at a VA national cemetery, we are
here to gukde you through the process. In many cases, we can schedule the buriai
with a single phone cali.

1. Gather Information and Documents: Collect personal information identifying the
deceased* and military documents showing the Veteran’s qualifying service. if the Veteran's
discharge documents are not readily available, do not delay caliing the Scheduling Office; VA
will get copies of them.

2. Decide on Burial Details: Determine the cemetery location, type of burial, and whether
you will be requesting military funeral honars. If you are using a funeral home, your funeral
director will assist.

3. Contact the National Cemetery Administration: Contact the National Cemetery Scheduling
Office to schedule 2 burial. If you have a pre-need decision letter, VA will already have much

of the required information.

“A daath certificate is not usually required but may be in some cases. A representative will explain if needad.

National Cemetery Scheduling Office
To request a bursd, call 800-535-1M7(TTY: 711

Hours: Monday - Friday, 800 am. to 720 p.m. ET,
and Saturday, 3003m. 1o 530 pm. EL.

| |
4 I"l{'l’ll
l|'J

T

VA e Ml S AN [
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8/8/25, 12:43 PM National POW/MIA Recognition Day - National POW/MIA Memorial & Museum

National POW/MIA Recognition Day

DELIVERING ON THE NATION:?PROMISE

National POW/MIA ¢
Recognition Day

-]

LS
Saturday, September 20, 2025

National POW/MIA Memorial & Museum
Chapel Of The High-Speed Pass
Join us for a special day remembering the
sacrifices of our nation's prisoners of war, those
who are still unaccounted for, and their families.

NS
»

<«

BBQ Lunch
Rotary Club North Jax
11AM-3PM

American Legion Riders Live Music
7 Bridges Ride Matt Altman Band
Arrival by 1 PM 1:30 PM 12:30-4:00 PM

WITH
Special Guests
A family-friendly event with activities Rotary
for children; all are welcome! i
BBQ lunch Provided by
Rotary Club of North Jacksonville
Food Trucks and Military Displays e
Beer from Veterans United Craft Brewery :
Pizza from Pizza Pit Stop w
Flyover by Dreamland Squadron

www.powmiamemorial.org
6112 POW-MIA Memorial Pkwy, Jacksonville, FL 32221

hitps-/ipowmiamemorial.orgleventinational-pow-mia-recognition-cay-2025/
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JAGUARS VS ALL YALL
LIBERTY TRIPS

Open to all Liberty eligible sailors.
Limited spaces available.

Panthers: Sunday, Sept. 7. Muster at Liberty at 11 am, kickoff at 1pm.
Texans: Sunday, Sept. 21. Muster at Liberty at 11 am, kickoff at 1 pm.
Chiefs: Monday, Oct. 6. Muster at Liberty at 5:45 pm, kickoff at 8:15 pm.
Seahawks: Sunday, Oct. 12. Muster at Liberty at 11 am, kickoff at 1 pm.

SCHEDULE

Chargers: Sunday, Nov. 16. Muster at Liberty 11 am, kickoff at 1 pm.
Call 904.542.1335 for more info | #DUUUVAL

STAY CONNECTED AND FOLLOW US ONLINE
@NASJAXMWR | NavyMWRJacksonville.com

64



UL.S. Department of Veterans Affairs
Does the VA pay for cremation or burial expenses?

The VA does not pay for cremation directly. Any item or ser-
vice obtained from a funeral home will be at the families' ex-
pense. Some Veterans' families may be entitled to a burial al-

lowance
Can I be buried in a National Cemetery if ’m cremated?

Yes, either in ground or above ground placement is available,

depending on the cemetery.
Can my spouse be buried with me in a VA National Cemetery?

Yes. However spousal benefits do not apply if the Veteran is

buried in a private cemetery.

Plan Today. Honor Forever. Visit cem.va.gov/ veterans-and-

families/
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Leo C. Chase Jr. VA Clinic
Veteran Food Bank

Donation Drop Off:

100 Deerfield Preserve Blvd
Monday-Friday 7-30am-4:30pm

Non Perishable Suggestions: canned
meat/fish/vegetable/fruit, pudding, jello,
crackers, dry pasta & sauce, ready meals,
jerky, individual water & juice, condiments,
peanuts, peanut butter & jelly, beans, cereal,

- —__applesauce, soup, re-usable bz gs

B * * % A #
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Florida’s Largest Veterans Day Experience

/;I-I..Ii\. Rgill.l.b

BATTEE FORVETERANS

Hosted By Featured Guest

MuUseuM [T _
OF MILITARY HISTORY FWW2AR G

November 7th-9th, 2025 - Fri, Sat & Sun - 10am-5pm
5200 Airport Rd, Zephyrhills, FL 33542

Frigay, Saturday & Sunday! Saturaay:
« Military Vehicle Show & Display « T0AM Veterans Day Parade in
« Weapons Demonstrations Downtown Zepherhills
« Food & Military Vendors « WW2 Battle Reenactment
« Aircraft on Display Sunday:
« Museum Open During Event -« WW2 Battle Reenactment




Twice a month, the Jacksonville Military Affairs &
Veterans Department hosts this free food distribu-
tion for active-duty military members and their

families with valid military ID.

2 THURSDAYS [N @ S 4™ THURSDAYS
OF THE MONTH D BH E ; OF THE MONTH

10AM-12PM S8 A 4 ¥ 24PM |

éwAvaHumanaccﬁTKﬁ‘iﬁEs [ﬂm FEEDING (3

MllltOTy = e Transfo'rming e NORTHEAST FLORIDA %
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You've made our country

A BEIlTER PLACE.

Enjoy your well-earned retirement at Silver Creek.

Thank you veterans for your service and sacrifice! At Silver
Creek, you can live life as you choose with greater freedom,
comfort and independence through the unique living options
at our community - including independent concierge living,
assisted living, enhanced assisted living and memory care.

Discover first-class amenities, holistic wellness programming,
gourmet all-day dining and vibrant activities while enjoying
camaraderie and friendship at our close-knit community.

Call 800-821-8170 to schedule a tour and learn more.

s

SILVERTCREEK

THE FUTURE OF SENIOR LIVING

165 Silver Lane | St. Augustine, FL 32084 | SilverCreekRetirement.com

Independent Concierge Living — Assisted Living
Memory Care — Short-Term Stays

Assisted Living Facility #12923
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FREE SERVICES

for Veterans

The St. Johns County Clerk of the Circuit Court and
County Comptroller is proud to honor veterans, active-duty
military, reservists, and dependents by offering
complimentary passport and wedding photos, notary services,
and recording services for DD-214s in November.

Richard O. Watson Judicial Center
4010 Lewis Speedway

St. Augustine, Florida 32084
904-819-3600

www.stjohnsclerk.com

70



Information
about FL

veterans

organizations

by county

URGANIZATION PHONE PAGE CFGANZATIN P PAGE CRGANIZATION PHUNE PAR
(Voteran VFW POST 8203 (241 268885 ANERICAN LEGION POST ¥ 267 (336} 6727976
ZOCB(MRY'A‘ w:‘w a'”;'ﬂ\!’m’mﬂm 4820 Teott Circle, Norh Pos, nmrme 156 New Betain Ave. Onmond Beh, FI 32174
" a S [ VFW POST 10178 [41) 4747518 ANERICAN LEGION POST # 270 {388) Te3-5800

AMERICAN LEGION POST 3 (B33)533- 253
1575 WY 17 S, Bartow FI 53630

& Lakes Veteran O

260 La Quira Bhval Wintar Havon, FI 33381
Amll LEQION POST 4

AMERICAN uac»ou POST 34
107 11th St N, Hampocg
ANERICAN LEG 7 S 4ma6e

PO Box 447, Ft Meode, 7. 53841

Amaticas Legien POSTT? (863 4250684
1500 SR 37 N, Melery, FL

AMVETS FOST 32 [263) 628-3413

1339 E. Gary Fid, Lafosns, F1 33201
HOREAN WAR VETERANS Chapt 153 mm?sn
Beck Rogers BEB88. 3865
troets @ Amar Lag Feat3, HAY 175, wyesnmy
MARINE CORPS LEAGUE WEART of FL #1107
A532074200 moets @ AL Pzt &, 300 AVE. M, Virter
Hoven, 1. 41 Thaursday at 4530 hva (530 PM)
zunw'dmmwwu €730~

4

Azaloa pk 1325 Graszlands Bhvd. Lakolard, 33503 15t men &
POLX VETERANS COALITION
2936 Gransbynds O, Lafostang, F1 33803
US ML Vets Mctortyties [E5Y294.5010
VETERANS SERVICE OFFICE Pok Cty. (852)834.6220
1290 Galfvirw fve. S 116, BARTOW 71 33331
VETERANS OF BATTLE CF BULGE 32 (463 885-2121
X0E Faim Or, Lakotand, FI 33803
VA CUTPATENT 15651 8204400 A6
2030 Neozonians Park, Lakelard, I, 33603
VW PQOST 227 453 6475198
305 M. Cantrad Ave., Lakaiand, 1 33315
VPN POST M420 (883} &76-9166
200 Certral, Labe Vinhes, FL 33853
VRW POST 4229 {263 2567463
i Th 2 SW, Vinker Haven 7L 33380
VPW FOST 8000 B154T77
£G556 US 830 Lakeond, ALAS0 PO 528, Kahiees 35348
PUTHAM Vetoran Fopulason 6637
AMERICAN LEGION POET 45 3363286567
516 Cacacis St Pelatks, F1 32977
AMERICAN LEGION 268 5284454
145 5CR 315, Infarlochen Fl 32148
FLEET RESERVE Barch 163 32648446239
27 Commonweath Ase., Imedachen Fl 52183
PUTNAM COUNTY VETS SVC OFC, (904) 3250327
PO Box 71,2500 Gl Ave Falata, FI 2177
VW POST 3340 365-308- 2053
S0 Red St, Pabsta, FL 32177
VW POST 10164 840000
1034 SR 20, Isgariacten FL 32148 (ALSD Aswats 1064)

SARASOTA  (veteran Pop. 50,35
Jr Foece Assecladon Sarason-Nasalee
Seracty renatee.afaflosda ong) (961.3714675)
AMERICAN LEGION POST 330 {281) 3204719
2015 Loskewcos Ridge R, Sarascta, I 34234
AMERICAN LEGIOH POST 158 131) 4854745
1TI0E. Veake Ave, Venice, FL 34260.3190
ANERICAN LEGION POST 254 (3414237311
E545 Tareiown 51, North Pos, Fl 342670915
AMERICAN LEGION POST #205  1a1) 3711506

5201 Richardscn Rd. Sorascta, £l 342352
AMVETS POST 212 (341)423-8203 p 3t
T050 Chareadler, North Port Fl 34067
AMVETS Post 2000 {241)425.18%0
401 Otz Bivd, K. Por AL 34287.1332
DAVCHPTR 101 (9414634500
NARINE CORPS LEAGLE DET. 843 81067450
moets @ 600 E. Colonla Ln, Nobkomes, FL 342752708
DAV CHASTER 97 (B41371- 7544
TIT7 Bew Pidge Rd . Sarsscts B 34M1
FLORICA VETERANS for OOMMON SENSE
Mo Bums/ former POV 654 Sesa Or, Sareson, FL
OPERATION FCONVETS - (W1) 2195734
Vet Services - 350 Beaden Ave, Sarasets, 13
SARASOTA COUNTY YETERAN Commission
MI-EM-E306 PO BOX 2055 Sarssctn, 7l 34230
presdentsc

wdgmoil com
SARASOTA CTY VETERAN SERVICES (341) 8512888
2200 Risgling Bl 5t. Ste. 125 Saraseta 7, 34237
SARASOTA CTY VETERAN SERVICES (341) B81-3047
4000 §, Tamani Trad, Ste. 139 Vorice, FI 3452
SARASOTA COUNTY VETERAN SERYICES K. PORT
1941} 429-7214
370 Gty Hall Bivd. Room 264 N.Port, Fl. 34246
1041} 8612099
JEMEHWAR VETERANS {941) 3551227
4006 Tah P E. Sorascts, FL 30222
SARASOTA VA NATIONAL CEMETERY S41.261.6040 or
1ol free B7T.851.3540 9210 SR72, Sarasota, FL 34241
UKRAINAN ANERICAN VETS Post 40 $41-587-3004
4100 S. Biscayne Dr_ N. Port A, 34297
SARASOTA VET CENTER 281.027.8286 ext 2106
&01 St R4 Sum A Sarasela, FL 34231
530 VETS.oq « 921-777-6367 Mg, at DAY Fost 57,7177 Bee
Ridge 34 Sarasota, FL 3241 ral 105824 Bee Ridge P, Sacmcta,
LSS eonwl inko@yeqrets oet|
VAOPG SARASOTA  |841) 3713348 pts
m:snnmnu #100, Sorasota, £l 34233
VPW POST 3223 9412651318
124 S Tuthe Ave, Soraschy, FL 0262
VRW POST 8118 (8a1) &s40m18
EXTE Vence Ave, Voeics, FI 34235
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BIVOUAC - P.O. BOX 2631, INVERNESS, FL. 34451

S50 W McCal R, Enghewosd Fl 4223
VIETNAM BROTHERHOOD ALFHA COMPANY, pon
moeety every Thamy al 730 P at DAV 97, 7177 Fiee Ridpe R4,
Sarawts, FL ML MLITESH

SEMINOLE  (Veowran Pop. 39,000
Amecican Legion Post 835 407 6753854
2544 Park Dv, Sandond, FL 3773
Americas Legion Post 183 1407) 8318008
2705 Weds Ave, Fern Pk, 7L 32730

Nimtican Legien Memarial Past 20 Mis:Veriedskgpanany
451W Beoaduny 82 Ovleds, FL R76S
AMVETS POET 17 1407) 322288

915V 11th Sreet, Sarford 3771
CASSELERAY VETERANSCLLE 407 260-1404
200 N Conooed St, Cassaibaery FL 52707
Dav 0 (907 320
3512 8 Ovlarde Or,, Saosd, F1 32773

A7-350-1708

F.EET RESERVE BRANCH 147
S040W SR 3%, Sonkord, £ S27T1
NLITARY CROER OF THE SURFLE HEART Chapter &00
2651 Pesey; Dr.. Qwindo, F1. 2793 (407) 3784560
PARALYZED YETSOF AMERICA (407) S26-7041
2711 . Design Cosrt. Serrond
@200N Conserde 2. , Fl 3rd Sat 43 Y0am
SENINOLE CTY VETERANS SERVICES {407) §85-247
SO0W. Lam Msry Shvd Suite 100, Sarford. FL32T73
US SUBMARINE VETS (437) 2225161

2543 S. Volusia foo. St 30, Orarge Gty FL 32788

VPN POST 5405 (407) 3273151

4201 Edgarron Ave, Writee Sprisgs. A1 32708

YPW POST 8207 (407) 3366018

1820 N Ronakd Rcogan Ebad, CR 427, Lorgwood, FI 32750

VPN POET 10135 (407) 282- 5615

500 Lavor Miks Rd. Crubucta, 7. 52765 poet 101308 Aworg
St. Johns  (Veferan Pop. 17,554)

AMERICAN LEGION POST 37 alp3Tozpriari@gmal com

PO Box 2204 2 Aujuzine, FLI2084

AMERICAN LEGION POST 232 (904] 285-2484

560 K. Widerneas TR, Pore Vedrs Beacs, Fl 32082

AMERICAN LEGIOK POST 184 (293 4121335
1028 Peant 5t, 3t Asgustne, Al 30084

VPN POST 2351 $09) T97-5067
E18US 1 S, R Augustine, FLENGS

VFW POST B3¢ {504) 4455005

47 D2 iga B4 Pk Coad 7 137
ST. JOKNS COUNTY VETS SVC OFC, {504) 2095160
1955 U515, S 550, St Augastne, FI30E5
VWA Leo C Chase chapter 1034 Pres James Campeas
& Johrs Co campoauzamesiymailoom $04. 5156187
WAL C Chase chapter 1084 Pres Jamis Cangeas
St. LUCIE  (Veteran Pop. 36,852)
Y PONCESCTI ASSOC S04 7724715080
1150 S\ Caldomia 8hvd, ot & Lucie, FL 34853
AMERICAN LEGIOK POGT 40 (772) %1180
610 US HWY 1, FL Piece, FL 34950
AMERICAN LEGION POST 171 (17215850728
1814 N 21t & F2 Serce, A, 34550
AMERICAN LEGION 3685 (772 8716657
1150 S\ Cablornia, B PL SU Luce, 71 54563-0427
AMERICAN LEGION 363 (T72) 5950858
&350 Oleardar M. F1 Paxe. 34522
AMVETS PCET 15 (77 7484-775¢
200 SOUTH US 1, 7L Perce, F1 34850
Drsabled Amenican Yotorans, Chap 113 7728718587
1150 S\ Callomia S, Port 8 Luoe, FL 34553
Jewith War Vetersns, Chapter 10§ 7723716657
1150 SV Calormia Bredl, Port R Luce, FL 4653
Keraan War Veterans, Chapoer 106 772-871.8567
1150 S\Y Calorria Bhvdl, Port 82 Luse FL 34863
NARINE CORPS LEAGUE DET. 868
1150 SW Cabomia, Pt & Lucio, . 34583
PO B 1755 (3475 Couglas R4 ), Ft Perce, FL 34881
VWA SEE (77575730
PO BOX 7365, Pt S Luoe, 71 34565
VPN POST 8058 (1729831478
PO Ba 1755 (3473 Deuglas ), n Pm FlL 34881
WA SES {77257
PO BOX 7M., Pt & Luoe, Al m
SUNTER (Veteran Pop. 4,90)
AMERICAN LEGIOK POST 18
01 E Guf Adandc BN, Widweod, FL 34785
ANERCAN LEGION POST 62 M-I
2387 Noeth CR A Lake Parcnselthae, FI
ANERICAN LEGION POST 101 352)560- 0201
PO BOX 101, 2081 E.C.48, Sezhned, FL 335!
AMVETS POST 736 (352796-2054
BYFH POST 10084 CR @70, Laks Parasoffiee
BUSHNELL VA NATICNAL CEMETERY (J52/795-7T40
6502 S\ W0ad Ave., Bushneld, #L 33513
Sumter County Vetesans Service OFices  352.638-8450
T375 Powelk Rd. Wistwood, Fl, 34785
VFW POST 1mmm—m)mmzm
FOBOX 391 Lake Farassfine Fl 33538
VFW POST 10137 (sz)nws
6035 CR 518, Veterars Mermorial Hwy., Bushned, FL 33513
VOLUSIA (Veteran Pop. 60,090)
ANERICAN LEQION POST 6 185-740-0822
1087 Bacayne Bid. Deland I 5274
AMERICAN LEGION POST 417 (305 &27.5007
519V Canal St Naw Smyma Bch, FI 22168
AMERICAN LEGION POST 120 362095075
31 Waker S Holly ML AL 32117
AMERICAN LEGION FOST 255
3218958277 o 336-530-T915 www il p 255deitcea 0N

119 Howes S, Poat Cringe, R 32127
ANERICHH LEGION POST 285 S93-20-430%
4457 US HIY 1. Edguwetr, I 32141
ANERICAH LEGION POST # 361 (335) 7503887
PO Boc 4581, 2643 S Ridgewecd, S Daytons, FI 31120
AMVETS POST 2 36-902-76

12085 Ridgeweod . Edgananar A 32132

ANMVETS POST 13 (356) p63- 111
B45W. New York Ave., Dalond, FL 32720
MWETSPOGT $11 (305 7881014

5524 S Rldgewcod e, Pt Orenge, FI 32127

The Wast Vioiusia MOAA Chopoer 30 475 3400M1g monthly..
Call Naj Curt Vieebe! or geertifgmal com Tharas Jacemn
CPR USA [RET) Theesad | adkscngoutiook eom Mitary Order of
the Perple Heast Ovptr 316 3856909553y & VA Sorre,
1520 Mawon e, Doytora Bch, July 78 1pm

VA QUTPATENT (326) 3207600 p &6
551 Natioesd Healtcaw Or, Daons Beh 5 1)

VT CENTER of GAYTONA BEACH {385 266-5600

1620 Mazan Ave 3ie C, Caytona Bch, A. 32117

VA Dehicna Community Based Cutpstiont Cine 56
1200 Detona 8vd, Oetona, FL 32725 3835755000
WFW POST # 1550 [355) 225844

1013 Vemearss Ot Daytors Beh 32128

WFW POST # 2320 386) 7332320

S10S Alstamn Ave, Deland 32724

VFW POST # 282 (368) T61-TNT

5210 5 Wilamzon Sivd Pot Orarge 32134

VFWPCST # &30 {388) 4231720

2350 Suseat Or. New Srepens Bech 32963

WP POST &3 (368) s66-8590

331 5 Coarkes Richard Bl bed (17250, DeBlary. RL32713

VIETNAM VETERANS of ANERICA CHAPTER 1048
3368909563 PO Bex 290252 Port Orange, FL 32128
Voluso County Veterans Service O%¥ce 386-740-5102
123W Isdana Mva, Dotand, FIL 32720

TMEW Wednad 8

Lecarky FL3S1
(HIEREBME  CELERTNS
Meetings are September - May at 1:
p.m. on the
second Thursday
of each month at
Faith Lutheran Church
fellowship hall
9358, Crystal Glen Drive, Lecanto, FL.
Female Veterans
Network is selling
commemorative pins
recognizing Female
Veterans.
Pins are available at
Mac-1 Signs.
7068 Grover Cleveland,
Homosassa and
Citrus County Radio
Stations 964 Crystal Glen Drive,
Lecanto
Call Cynthia Henderson: 352-628-6481

8Illl

she
Wore
these,

Frout ob k gve e
e deed carn amywhese
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HONOR =DIGNITY = TRADITION

Veterans Benefits Administration (VBA), U.S.

Department of Veterans Affairs

Which National Park is your favorite to use your free Military

Lifetime Pass?

Don’t have one yet? Don’t miss

out! Veterans, service members, Claim Your Free
National Parks Pass

dependents, and Gold Star families

are eligible [Learn more:

WWW.NPS.govV / planyourvisit /
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http://www.nps.gov/planyourvisit/

SAVING HEROES  FREE
BY

4 4 __ ?‘;_;:,;'fff
arriorf

!

/4
For God, Country, & Commun ' 4

R

Prepare Future Heroes

Support Warrior Families

Heal Combat Trauma

Prevent Suicides



YNF
%%*‘u =

v Veterans Food Assistance -
Program

ALY
{7
s

What? How to Apply

Starting October 1st DVNF We have an online application
will be offering a one-time that will need to be completed

gl'an[ per veteran household by the Veteran. The application
can be found at

https://www.grantinterface.com/
si/dI4NjA. The link will be open
starting October 1st, 2024.

to support their nutritional
needs.

Veteran Qualifications .

Other Details

» Must have a DD214 or « This is not a monthly grant.
Veteran ID « The groceries will be delivered
Was discharged or released directly to the Veteran using
under conditions other than Walmart or grocery store
dishonorable delivery service.

« A letter of reference from a » Veterans can receive up to
case worker or advocate may $450 worth of groceries
make the application more

favorable.

For more information, please contact us: (202) 737-0522 - info@dvnf.org
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HOW VA DISABILITY RATINGS WORK

BENEFITS CHART - Each increased level includes all benefits of the previous levels.

SERVICE CONNECTED PERCENTAGE DESCRIPTION

0 | * 10-point Veteran preference in federal hiring
0 A) + No cost health care and prescription drugs for service-connected disabilities. Small co
pays may be applied for inpatient and prescription drugs-Must be enrolled in VA
Healthcare
* VA Life Insurance guaranteed acceptance up to age 81 up to $40,000.
+ Use of commissaries, exchanges, and morale, welfare and recreation (MWR) retall
facilities, in-person and online. -Must be enrolled in VA Healthcare
* Non-VA Urgent Care visits at $30/visit including 14-day prescription (in network)-Must
be enrolled in VA Heallhcare
+ Non-VA Emergency Room for service-connected conditions or non-service-connected
conditions. If you have OHI (Other Health Insurance), but it does not fully cover the
| costs of treatment, VA may pay certain costs for which you are personally liable = Email
| to: VHAEmergencyNotification@va.gov OR Call 844-72HRVHA (844-724-7842) within
| 72 hours-Must be enrolled in VA Healthcare
« VA Dental Insurance Program (VADIP)-Must be enrolled in VA Healthcare

oz | * Nocost health care - Must be enrolled in VA Healthcare
10%'20 A) * Prescription drugs for service-connected disabilities. Small co pays may be applied for
inpatient stays and prescription drugs-Must be enrolled in VA Healthcare
« Waiver of VA funding fee for home loan
* Vocational Rehabllitation & Employment (10% with a serious employment handicap)
* Burial and plot allowance
oz | * Travel allowance for scheduled appointments for care at a VA medical facility or VA
30%'40/0 authorized health care facllity
' * Additional compensation for eligible dependents (may include aid and attendance for
| eligible spouse) ol
o/ No cost health care and prescription medications - no copays-Must be enrolled in VA
50%-90% ' teaitncare
« Concurrent receipt of military retired pay with 20 years (15 TERA)
« Add 3 no cost Non-VA Urgent Care visits including 14-day prescription per calendar
year for the Urgent Care visit

| * No cost dental care al the VA
100% * DoD Uniformed Services ID card
No restrictionto | * Féderal student loan forgiveness . 1
income « Space-A Flights (Cat VI) - Veteran & Dependents INCONUS/Territories
-With Permanent & Total (P&T) Status—
* All Non-VA ER — Must contact your VAMC within 72 hours
* Dependents Educational Assistance (DEA or CHAPTER 35)
* Dependent's heallhcare through CHAMPVA-Civilian Health and Medical Program (if
not Tricare eligible)
« VA Dental Insurance Program (VADIP) for CHAMPVA eligible dependents
Individual Unemployability - 60%-90%

Same as 100% except must be unemployable due to service-connected disabilities with part lime income
restriction $15,852/year (2024)

VA Derivative Benefits Eligibility Service-Connected Matrix
https://benefits.va.gov/benefits/derivative sc.asp
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National League of POW/MIA Families
Hello everyone!

The League is always seeking out photos of POW/MIA
flags, monuments, Missing Man HonorsTables, POW/MIA
empty chairs, etc. from your community to feature on our

social media pages and website.

Sharing with us is easy, just message your photos to our

email -

nationalleague(@pow—miafamilies.org

With your full name as well as a brief description of when & where the photo

was taken.

NATIONAL LEAGUE OF FAMILIES OF AMERICAN

PRISONERS & MISSING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA
5673 Columbia Pike, Suite 100, Falls Church, VA 22041

PH -.703/465.7432 www.pow.miafamilies.org FAX -703/465.7433
2024 ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP FORM

Name: Date:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Home Phone: Cell Phone:

Would you prefer to receive League material by email? Y___N___Email:

@$20/member Total Amount:

IRS EIN# 23-7071242
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How to report a Veteran’s death to VA

The passing of a Veteran is a solemn time that deserves to be recognized and reported
with the utmost respect. Veterans have served their country and worked hard for their

well-deserved benefits.

However, after a Veteran passes away, family members should report the death of the
Veteran to VA as soon as possible to stop current benefits payments. If the death is not
reported promptly, survivors or executors of the Veteran’s estate may have to repay any
overpayments received. Payments the deceased Veteran received may include compen-

sation, pension, education or Veteran Readiness & Employment benefits.

VA encourages loved ones of deceased Veterans to follow the guidance below on re-

porting Veteran deaths to avoid falling victim to benefit scams.
How to report the death of a Veteran

Calling is the fastest way to report a Veteran’s death so VA will stop benefit payments,

but there are other options available for reporting,
Options for reporting:

By Phone: Call VA 800-827-1000 (TTY: 711) and select 5. Agents are available Monday
through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. ET.

In Person: Go to aVA regional office. Find the nearest VA regional office.

By Mail: Department of Veterans Affairs Claims Intake Center, PO Box 4444, Ja-
nesville, WI 53547-4444., Include your relationship to the Veteran and any supporting
documents that can help us verify the Veteran’s identity. Examples of supporting docu-

ments are:
Death certificate or other public record of the Veteran’s death

Discharge document (like a DD214)
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If you report in person at a VA regional office or by mail, provide copies of:
Death certificate or other public record of the Veteran’s death.
Discharge document (like a DD214).

Provide as much information about the Veteran as you can when you first report the
notice of death to VA. This information will help VA Verify the Veteran’s identity. This

information includes:

Full name.

Social Security Number or VA claim number.

Date of birth.

Date of death.

Branch of service.

Best practices to avoid survivor benefit scams

Save important files, such as the Veteran’s military service/treatment records, dis-

charge papers and copies of their VA claims.

Go to the VA website. For guidance on creating an account and obtaining a VA security
Personal Identification Number (PIN) to securely access benefit information. A VA Se-
curity PIN is an additional way to secure direct deposit accounts from theft and protect

Personally Identifiable Information (PII).

Never give out PII via text, and be cautious of suspicious hyperlinks or unfamiliar hy-

perlinks.

If a survivor is missing a VA benefits payment, identifies a discrepancy in payments, or

find suspicious activity with a direct deposit account, contact VA immediately at 800-

827-1000.

Review all documents thoroughly. Survivors should never sign a blank form for some
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one else to complete later. They should always review the completed form before sign-

ing and retain a copy of the completed form for their records.

For protection against identity theft scams, notify the major credit bureaus (Equifax,
Experian and TransUnion) to update the individual’s credit report with a deceased no-
tice and notify the Veteran’s financial institutions so all accounts can be closed or trans-

ferred appropriately.

According to AARP, scammers also use names published in obituaries to pretend to
be long lost relatives of the deceased. When it’s time to write your loved one’s obitu-
ary, consider leaving out the birthdate, middle name, home address, birthplace and

mother’s maiden name.

For other scams predators use, visit www.VA.GOV/VSAFE.

VA is committed to delivering world-class care and benefits to Veterans and their de-
pendents by providing survivors with ongoing support and assistance. Check to see if
you qualify for survivor benefits, such as health care coverage, Survivors’ and Depend-

ents’ Education Assistance Program, housing assistance, or even help with burial costs.

For more guidance on how to report the death of a Veteran, submitting necessary docu-
mentation and finding additional resources available, visit VA Benefits For Spouses, De-

pendents, Survivors, And Family Caregivers | Veterans Affairs.

To report a missing VA benetits payment, identify a discrepancy in payments, or find
suspicious activity with a direct deposit account, contact VA immediately at 800-827-
1000. You may also file a complaint with the Federal Trade Commission if funeral
homes charge to set up funeral honors or schedule a burial with VA’s National Ceme-
tery Administration by visiting reportfraud.ftc.gov. For other scams predators use, visit

va.gov/vsafe.
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Burials and Memorials

VA honors the service and sacrifice of Veterans and their family members.
How to Apply

To find out in advance if a Veteran or family member is eligible for burial in a
VA national cemetery, click “Apply for Pre-Need Burial Eligibility” to fill out

and submit the application.
Apply for Pre-Need Burial Eligibility

If pre-need eligibility has not been determined, upon the death of the Veteran
or his or her spouse or dependent (also called the time of need), family mem-
bers should locate the Veteran’s DD-214 or other discharge papers if readily
available and click “Schedule a Burial” to begin the process.Then make ar-
rangements with a funeral home, National Cemetery Scheduling Office, or di-

rectly with a VA national cemetery.

VA Memorial Benefits

VA takes special care to pay lasting tribute to the memory of Veterans who
served and sacrificed and that of their families. VA meticulously maintains 155
VA national cemeteries in 44 states and Puerto Rico and is working to increase
access to accommodate Veterans and eligible family members close to home.
Currently, more than 94 percent of Veterans have a burial option in an open VA,

state or tribal veterans cemetery located within 75 miles of their home.

Note that most if not all of these benefits may be provided for Veterans who are
interred in a State, Territorial orTribal Veterans cemetery. Check with the cem-
etery to ensure coverage. Some benefits are also available for Veterans who

choose burial in a private cemetery.

Veterans with a qualifying discharge are entitled to VA burial benefits. Spouses

and dependent children are eligible too, even if they predecease the Veteran.
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The following burial benefits may be provided:
Burial in a VA national cemetery

Opening and closing of the grave for burial of casketed or cremated re-
mains, or placement of cremated remains in an above-ground vault, also

called a columbarium

A government furnished grave liner
Perpetual care of the gravesite

A headstone or marker with an inscription
A burial flag

A Presidential Memorial Certificate

A dedicated memorial page on the Veterans Legacy Memorial site where

friends and family can upload photos and remembrances
Burial in a private cemetery

A government headstone, marker, or medallion

A burial flag

A Presidential Memorial Certificate

Some survivors may also be entitled to VA burial allowances as partial reim-

bursement for the costs of funerals and burials for eligible Veterans

Please note that gravesites 1n a VA national cemetery cannot be reserved in
advance.To prepare for a private cemetery burial, VA suggests fami-

lies review these questions and complete required forms in advance.
VA Requirements

Discharge papers to establish your eligibility for burial services
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Stories of Service

EREE § St. Johns County Veterans Oral History Project

ST. AUGUSTINE

HISTORICAL SOCIETY Y Y W

Stories of Service is an oral history project
focused on the veterans of St. Johns County.
The goal of this project was to collect,
document, and preserve the memories of local
veterans for future generations.

Materials collected by the Society for this
project have allowed for the creation of two
exhibits, one physical at the Oldest House
Museum Complex at 14 St. Francis Street on
display until January, one digital, accessible
below and through our main website under the
LEARN tab.

Items on display in both the digital and physical
exhibits tell the stories of our local veterans,
placing them proudly within the long and
storied histories of St. Augustine and St. Johns
County.

A sincere thanks to them all.

View the Digital Exhibit:

https://sahsstoriesofservice.omeka.net/

Main: 904-824.2872

: '3'5”:' s R h Lit 904-825-2333
= e — - escarcn La ‘[;lr_\: s W VA 1 |

271 Charlotte Street. St. Augustine, FL 32084

ST. AUGUSTINE|
HISTORICAL SOCIETY | Research Library located at 6 Artillery Lane, St. Augustine FL 32084
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Surviving Spouse Milestones
Kl aalstuncs apply Lo cney pasan osdtion”

One Year Mark:
-Moving, vut of quadtess (il spplicable)
Storage atgovemment expensae expires
- Apply far Home of Selrctinn [HOS) extension
=HECART Act [one year frem date SOL/DG recenved)

Two Year Mark:
| o5 of Spause’s VA Transitianal RC Renefits
15250 per lamily pes incath)
*only applies to Spouse with one or more minor children in househeld”
- Apply for Home of Selection [HOS) extension

Three Year Mark:
-TRICARE Healthcare and Dental benefits transidons 1o
retiren rate for spouse
Home of Selection (HOS) entitiement expiras

Spouse Turns 52:
If disabled, can remain and retain S58 Sundvar Bonefits

Spouse Turns 55:
=Can remarry snd not loss SOP eligibility

Spouse Turns 57:
Can remarry not lase DIC ofgibility

Spouse Turns 60
Can remarry and retain 5S4 Surviver Renefits

Surviving Youth Milestones
Wk oV enllestones apply to 2very parsoos rRustion®
Child Tums 16:
Flimination of SSA entitlement for adult receiving
Chikd in Cure benelity

Child Tumns 18:
College #ry Scholarship *Line of Duty Cases anly™
College - Dependence [ducation Assistance
*WA Service Connected Death®
| sz nf annuities (54, DIC, S828) unless carolled in schaol full
tirne. SSA depends on age whien gradueating High Schicul
- oss of annual benetit report
-If DG/SGU teneficiary - if not already recelved

Child Tums 21:
Lo nf DFFRS/TRICARS unless enrolled in schaal full time
~Crrollrment i TRICARE Youny, Adult

Child Tums 22:
-Luss of Child-Only SBP regardless of school enrollment

Child Tums 23:
I nas af NFFRS/TRICARF transitional Surviver unless
inapacilaied
-Enrollrment in TRICARE Young Adult

Child Tums 26:
-Luss ol TRICARE Young Adull

Child Tums 33:
Less of Fry Schelarship eligibility

FLORIDA SURVIVOR OUTREACH SERVICES

AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY

e
(CPALCUMA Ansv s
o
e (y E2 P Keath Ham
= W [901) 472-7689
ey ith.wl) 2
/ R T / 190 San Marco Avenus
onr St Augustine, FL 32005
(‘u; )l.vwb (5 connties)
benad.lewls? ctrarmy.mil Kristle Helmuth
1225 Lasterwood Drive ($03) 263-2920
Tallahassee, FL 32311 X
(16 coumties) 5629 SR 16 W, Bldg 3121
Starke, FL,32091-9703
(16 covnlies)
FL SOS AREA OF COVERAGE BY COUNTY
Tallahassea SOSC: {16 countles)
Bay, Calhoun, Escambia, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf,
Hoimes, Jackson, Jeffarson, Leon, Liberty, Okaloosa,
Santa Rosa, Wakulia, Walton, Washington
B oo Blanding SOSC: (16 counties) Deadra Martm
Alachua, Baker, Bradford, Clay, Columbia, Dixie, (v03) 7519777
Giichnist, Hamilton, | atayetts, Levy, Madison, 2
Marion, Putnam, Suwanaee, Taylor, Umsan 81 Wild Cat Way
Ft.Jackson, SC 29207 Ry
[ st Augustine SOSC: (5 counties) (21 counties)
Dueal, Hagler, Nassau, St. Johns, Volusia
[ OrandoiPinelias SOSC: (21 counties)
Hrevard, Chariotta, Citrus, Desoto, v
Hernanda, Highlands, Hillsborough, Indian Reer,
Lake, Manatee, Okeechobes, Orange, O
Pasco, PineSias, Polk, Sarasota, Seminole, St Lucs, Tynisa Eloby —
- (305) 437 2178
Miaimi SOSC: (9 counties) Iyntasseleby gt o)
Droward, Collier, Glades. Hendry, Lee, Martin, 9301 NW 35rd St
[ Mamibade, Monros, Paim Heach Doral. FL33172-1202 2
(9 counties) -
aniRs
o

84



Vietnam Veterans of America

If you are aVietnam Era Veteran and live in one of

these counties, please contact the President for in-

formation as to how to join

Chapter/President/email/Location

1046 Tommy Tittle twt1968(@att.net

1048 Bob Adkins adk123robert@outlook.com

1059 DaveTreffinger dtreffinger433(@msn.com

1084 Bill Jefferson bill_jefferson@comcast.net

1088 Roy (Corky) Rudd corkstopper50@yahoo.com; Nassau
1092 Forest Hope foresthope(@usa.net; Gainesville
1134 Marvin Lagle mdlagle@gmail.com; Baker

Veterans Council of Clay

County:

President: Ansil Lewis

Meeting day is the same, first
g day )

REMEMBER WHAT OUR MEDAL STANDS FOR: Wednesday of the month, but

the location is changed to Clay
RED: REPRESENTS THE THREE ANCIENT

VIETNAMESE EMPIRES OF TONKIN,
ANNAM AND COCHIN.

County Administration Build-
ing, 1st floor conference

room, 477 Houston St., Green
YELLOW:  THE IMPERIAL COLOR OF VIET NAM. Cove Springs, FL 32043,

TED PIECKO, The NAM.
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The Veterans Council of St. Johns County, Inc.
is a 501 C3 Not-For-Profit Florida Corporation.

The Veterans Council of St. Johns County is comprised of
representatives from various veterans' organizations that work
with city and county governments and organizations to assist
with matters concerning veterans and veterans’ activities.

What the Council has done:
* The Veterans Treatment Court
¢ \Wreaths Across America

* Homeless Veterans Standdown
* \eterans Day Parade
e \lets 4 \ets
And so much more...

SAD0O3 14704401

rans
iLine

oo Vaterans

eee CrisisLine
2 1-800-273-8255 PRESS ©

e Yeterans

| WATIONAL |
FEEEE  SUICIDE
1800 773 8255 mass )
\

STAND BY THEM BR4IAALALL

'$ Veterans
'« CrisisLine

00-273-8255 PRess © o !..LF”E'I;LI‘ZLE.
Yiterans ane thes landes

o Condoompl chat st ytramarhiie st o ot o IS & » 0 »

® Crisis Line T

eee CrisisLine
1-800-273-8255 1-800-273-8255 PRESS @

::0 Military/Veterans n,., Volerans
LN N

tial chat at MilitaryCrisisLine.net or text 838255




——EE e — >
Jacksonville Area Legal Ald
St Johns County Legal Ald
Clay County Legal Ald

b .

Legal Aid for Veterans

The Florida Veterans Legal Helpline is a

project of the Major General Ernest A, and
Marllyn Bedke Voterans Law Center at Bay Area
Legal Services, Inc. The helpline Is a free service
for eligible Florida veterans and their family
members.

We Can Help With

Landlord-Tenant Matters
Consumer Credit Issues
Foreclosure

Divorce + Child Support

Drivers Licenses/ID cards

Saclal Security + Public Benefits
Discharge Upgrades

VA Benefits

And Other Civil Legal Matters
(No Criminal or Traffic Matters)

FDVA

When you call, you wliil speak to a screener who
will determine your eligibility and set your
appolntment with an attorney,

1.866.486.6161 ]

Call Today!

Hours: Monday — Friday
9 AM to 4:30 PM

Supported by the:

Become a Watch Stander with The Fire
Watch




CLAY COUNTY

President: Ansil Lewis, SgtMaj USMC, ret

Meetings :

First Wednesday of each month

Location:

American Legion Post 250
2608 Black Creek Rd
Middleburg, FL 32068

Time: 1100 (11am)
904-658-0105

NASSAU COUNTY
President: Mike Doran

Meetings:
First Thursday of each month
Location:

American Legion Post 54
626 South 3rd St
Fernandina Beach fit 32034

Time: 1900 (7pm)

Veterans Councils of Northeast Florida

BAKER COUNTY

President: Larry Porterfield
Meetings:

Second Thursday of each month
Location:

MacClenny Primitive Baptist Church
Fellowship Hall on North Boulevard

Time : 1800 (6pm)

DUVAL COUNTY

President
Meetings:
Third Tuesday of each month
Location:

American Legion Post 37
Main Building

San Juan Avenue

Time: 1900 (7 pm)

St. Johns County
President: Bill Dudley

Meetings:
Last Thursday of each month
Location:

Health & Human Services building
Muscovy room, 1st floor

200 San Sebastian View, St. Augustine

Time: 1900 (7pm)
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The Veterans Council of St. Johns County is proud to
announce that it has modernized its website and created
a Facebook page.

We are inviting all veterans to visit our website at:
NEW http://www.veteranscouncilsjc.orq

etc. We will post our meetings dates and keep
you informed about events at the Jacksonville
and St. Augustine National Cemeteries.

Please join our group on Facebook at:
http://veteranscouncilsjc.orqg

Please select Join the Group to become a member

Once you have joined the Veterans Council Facebook group you
will be able to post your meetings, pictures, articles, fund raisers,
etc. It will be your common site to go to and see what’s happening.

The website and Facebook page were updated and created so
that there would be a central place to list all veterans activities in
NE FL.

You may have noticed the Veterans Council’s new logo, it was
created by Roy Havekost.
He can be contacted at webmaster@veteranscouncilsjc.org
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Veterans Council of St. Johns County,
“Helping All Veterans”

The Veterans Council of St. Johns County welcomes
article submissions from all County Veterans &
organizations. Articles should be of interest to all and
veterans related. Submissions may be edited &/or
shortened and used if space permits.

Send to: rothfeldm@gmail.com

The Veterans Council of St. Johns County, Inc. is a
Not For Profit Florida Corporation.

Our formation date was July 4, 2001 in a proclamation
issued by the St. Johns County Commissioners. It is
composed of representatives of the various veterans'
organizations within St. Johns County.

The Veteran's Council will work with city and county
governments and other local organizations to achieve
the mutual goal to provide a central agency to assist in
the coordination and presentation of matters concerning
veterans and veterans activities in St. Johns County.

The Veteran's Council will endeavor to precipitate, stim-
ulate and assist various organizations as they perform
patriotic events. One of the major purposes is the pro-
motion and education of national patriotic matters.

The St. Johns County Veterans Council meets the
last Thursday of the month at 7 pm.

The Veterans Council will meet at the Coun-
ty Health & Human Services Building,
200 San Sebastian View
Auditorium, 1st floor

Veterans Service Office
200 San Sebastian View, Suite 1400
St. Augustine, FL 32084

(physical location)
The VSO Office is located in the St. Johns County Health and
Human Services Building.
The office is open from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. daily,
Monday through Friday excluding holidays.

Service is by appointment.
Phone: 904-209-6160 Fax: 904-209-6161

Joseph D. McDermott Director
Lori Chapman Assistant VSO
Shauna Holton Assistant VSO
Jonathan Rojas Assistant VSO
Jeremy Sapien, Assistant VSO
April Manner Administrative Coordinator

The views expressed in The Patriot Reader Newsletter articles, submissions and spotlights

are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the views of the Veterans Council of
St. Johns County or the editors of The Patriot Reader. It is the purpose of this periodical to
share a variety of information that pertain to local veterans and their organizations.
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