
  

 

 

the past two years has seen a 

significant drop off in home-

less veterans in our county, 

the result of a more focused 

effort on helping to find 

housing and employment for 

these veterans. Given the 

success of the various focus 

groups helping our veterans 

find housing and employ-

ment, the Veterans Service 

Office and Veterans Council 

has decided not to have a for-

mal Stand Down this year 

but continue to support vet-

erans with food from our 

well stocked food pantry as 

well as provide clothing and 

other hygiene items for those 

in need.  

Stay safe and thank you for 

your service. 

Bill Dudley 

Chairman 

Veterans Council of St. 

Johns County,Inc. 

 
Fellow Veterans, 

As Hurricane Idalia ap-

proaches the west coast of 

Florida and vectors towards 

northeast Florida,  I pray 

each of our veterans and 

their families are in a safe 

place and are not affected in 

any adverse way from the 

ravages of this storm. 

Please follow the advisories 

provided by our County 

and State Emergency Man-

agement personnel.  

As a result of Hurricane 

Idalia, we have had to can-

cel our Veterans Council 

August meeting but are 

scheduled to resume our 

regular meeting on Sept. 

28.  

The Veterans Council has 

launched our Wreaths 

Across America program 

for 2023. The WAA dona-

tion forms have been print-

ed and will be distributed 

to our local veterans organ-

izations as well as local 

merchants who support our 

program each year. There 

has been a slight increase in 

the price of each wreath 

this year. A single wreath 

price is $17 as opposed to 

last years price of $15 but  

 

the Veterans Council still gets 

a 3rd wreath free when 2 

wreaths are purchased. The 

WAA ceremony this year will 

be on Saturday, Dec. 16 at 11 

AM at the St. Augustine Na-

tional Ceremony.  Please plan 

to join us on Dec. 16 as we 

honor our veterans who have 

given their all for this country 

and by purchasing a wreath to 

be placed on a headstone at 

our National Cemetery.  

In past years, the Veterans 

Council and Veterans Service 

Office have hosted a Home-

less Veterans Stand Down to 

help our homeless veterans. 

They have been provided 

with clothing, shoes, tents, 

sleeping bags, toilet articles, 

food, a hot shower, haircuts, 

and a nice lunch. Also, items 

such as bicycles, sleeping 

bags, tents, air mattresses, 

camp stoves, and  lanterns, 

just to name a few were given 

out by a raffle drawing for 

lucky veterans with a winning 

ticket.  Organizations such as 

the VA, Legal Aide, employ-

ment agencies, American Red 

Cross, and others were on 

hand to assist the needs of our 

homeless veterans. However,  
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The Veterans Council of St. Johns 

County meets on the last Thursday of 

the month, all are invited to attend.  

We meet at the County Health & Hu-

man Services Building, 200 San   Sebastian View, at    

7 pm in the Muscovy room. 

 

     Upcoming Speakers       

August 31 

CANCELLED  

 

September 28 

Maj. Zach Malamud, “Marine For Life Network” and 

Mike O’Brien, Director of Development, 5 Star Veterans Center 

 

October 26 

Carl Cricco, CEO K9s For Warriors 

 

November 30 

Don Kabrich, a local veteran climbs Mt Everest in 2023 

Jennifer Jenkins, Wounded Warrior Project 
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From Lori Chapman, Assistant County Veterans          

Service Officer 

Update on Veteran homeless in St Johns County 

The count of Veteran’s without housing at the time of last year’s 

stand down was approximately 38 Veterans.  Out of the 38 Veter-

ans, only about 9 showed up for the stand down last year.  The reason for the low 

turn out then is because those 38 Veterans were all engaged in case management 

services and working on housing placements.  A majority of those Veterans at that 

time were able be placed in hotel rooms while waiting on housing assistance due 

to special funding that came through because of Covid.  This accounted for the 

low turn out at the stand down.  

San Marcos Heights, an income-based apartment complex, opened up shortly af-

ter the stand down and we were able to place 13 Veterans without housing there.  

In January of 2023, the VA conducted a count of our homeless Veteran population 

and at that time there were 24.  These 24 Veterans were all engaged with case 

management services to assist them in getting into permanent housing.   

As of this date, we have approximately 12 homeless veterans that are all working 

with case managers for housing assistance.  We have another income-based apart-

ment complex opening up currently, Victoria’s Crossing, and we have 10 units 

that are set aside for Veteran’s preference there.  St Johns Housing Partnership is 

opening Patriot Place soon and we are working on completing applications for 

Veteran’s to be housed there now. We will be able to house 6 Veterans at Patriot 

Place. 

The VA and community partners are making great strides in efforts to reach our 

homeless Veterans in St Johns County.  These include VA has outreach workers 

that begin the process of approval for Hud VASH and other appropriate housing  
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opportunities, Changing Homelessness, The Veteran’s Service Office, Home Again 

and The Society of St Augustine Street Outreach Team who seeks out homeless 

Veterans and connects them to needed resources.  These Veterans are connected to 

health, counseling and other resources while working on housing goals. 

Because of the amazing work that is being done to reach out to our homeless Vet-

erans, they are being connected to resources more quickly at this time.  Commu-

nity agencies are working tirelessly to help end the homeless situation in St Johns 

County and expect to be at functional zero by December of this year which means 

3 or less homeless Veterans identified in St Johns County.   

Since the need for a Veteran Stand Down is very low at this time, the Veteran’s 

service office will continue to have military surplus on hand at the VSO as well as 

a well-stocked food pantry for those that are in need.  Our Veteran Homeless Co-

ordinator assists with connecting Veterans to housing and other resources as need-

ed and is able to deliver supplies to them or will work with other VA and Chang-

ing Homelessness case managers to ensure they have clothing, shoes, bicycles, 

food, hygiene items and other surplus while they work on being qualified for 

housing assistance.  

There are other plans in place currently for a Day Center that will provide home-

less with laundry and shower facilities.  This facility will also provide a place for 

case managers to meet with the homeless and provide resources to them.  There 

are other projects and plans being discussed and that will assist our homeless pop-

ulation even more in the near future. 

We are grateful for the amazing support from our wonderful volunteers who do-

nate food to our pantry, refurbished bicycles, gas and food gift cards and other 

items that meet the immediate needs of our brothers and sisters.  Thank you for 

your support!   
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PURPLE HEART DAY IN JACKSONVILLE 

The saying “Some gave all but all gave some” rings 

true especially on days like Purple Heart Day today. 

We’re honored to recognize those brave men and 

women wounded or killed defending our nation. If 

you can, we encourage you take a moment to reflect 

on them, their families, and their sacrifices.  
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  Community Volunteers Come Together on Patriot Place 

Landscaping Project  

ST. AUGUSTINE - Volunteers are land-

scaping Patriot Place, a project of Flagler 

Health+ and St. Johns Housing Partner-

ship (SJHP) that will benefit homeless vet-

erans in our community.  

Volunteers and donors from St. Augustine Boy Scout Troop #234, 

the UF/IFAS Extension St. Johns County Master Gardener Pro-

gram, the Northeast Florida Association of Realtors (NEFAR) Charitable 

Foundation, and Care Connect+ gathered on 79 Masters Dr. in St. Au-

gustine the past two Saturdays.  

Troop #234’s Michael Korfhage took on the landscaping as an Eagle 

Scout project.  

The Florida Master Gardener Volunteer Pro-

gram is a citizen-driven program that bene-

fits UF/IFAS Extension and the residents of 

Florida. The program relies on dedicated vol-

unteers who have an interest in gardening 

and in giving back to their communities.  

“The Master Gardener program spearheaded and supervised the plant-

ing. Their expertise in design and knowledge has been invaluable to cre-

ating a Florida Friendly landscape,” noted SJHP Executive Director Bill  
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Lazar.  

The NEFAR Charitable Foundation donated funds 

to buy plants and shrubbery as well as interior 

paint. The foundation is a 501C3 corporation 

which was established to raise funds and assets to 

assist members of the public and member Realtors® in times of need.  

Parents from Troop #234 also pitched in to help. As did volunteers from 

Care Connect+, established by Flagler Health+ to link area residents in 

need with available services and address social determinants of health in 

a coordinated way throughout Northeast Florida. By aligning communi-

ty resources into a single access point, Care Connect+ increases coordi-

nation and access of available resources.  

When it opens this summer, Patriot Place will be a six-unit complex for 

at-risk veterans who already live in St. Johns County. Each of the one-

bedroom apartments will be 630-square feet.  

Patriot Place will be certified “Florida Green” by the Florida Green 

Building Coalition (FGBC). Founded in 2000, FGBC is the state’s lead-

ing certifier of green projects.  

There is still work to be done. You can help make Patriot Place special 

for at-risk and homeless Veterans. Contact the St. Johns Housing Part-

nership at info@sjhp.org or donate below. 
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VETERANS COUNCIL OF ST. JOHNS COUNTY 

MINUTES OF GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

July 27, 2023 

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Dudley 

WELCOME AND OPENING REMARKS: Chairman Dudley 

PLEDGE: Chairman Dudley 

INVOCATION: Ray Quinn 

INTRODUCTION OF SPEAKERS/GUESTS: Chairman Dudley 

New attendees introduced themselves to the group.   

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: Minutes of last meeting conducted June 29, 

2023, were presented by Chairman Dudley. Copies of the Minutes and Agenda 

are available on the sign-in table and were sent to members electronically by 

the Secretary. The minutes were approved by voice vote with no changes. 

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer John Mountcastle was unable to attend this 

month’s meeting due to illness. Chairman Dudley presented a copy of the 

Treasurer’s Report. Chairman Dudley did not go into details of the report, but 

stated, as in the report, the available cash total as of July 26, 2023, is $186,348.31. 

The Treasurer’s Report was approved by voice vote with no changes.  

SPEAKERS: 

JEFF ECKHOLM, ATLANTIC COAST YOUNG MARINES 

Mr. Eckholm introduced himself and his military history and spoke of the mis-

sion of the Atlantic Coast Young Marines. The Atlantic Coast Young Marines is a 

National non-profit youth educational service program for male and females 

aged 8 – high school graduation. The program focuses on teaching the values 

of leadership, teamwork, self-discipline to its members to promote a healthy 

and drug free lifestyle. The program was started in Connecticut in 1959 by a 

group of former Marines and has grown since then to 238 units nationwide. 

The local group meets once a week in Jacksonville. They have recently re-
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ceived several national awards for their accomplishments. The kids learn how 

to march, they learn how to do PVT, they have signoffs, and they get promoted 

for their achievements just like the military on active duty.  Memorial Day and 

Veterans Day are their 2 biggest weekends.  They help with decorations on 

these days and also participate in Color Guard. Everyone was invited to attend 

the meetings to observe. The floor was open to questions and answers.  

ERICK SAKS, OPERATION LIFELINE, INC.  

Mr. Saks introduced himself and discussed the mission of Operation Lifeline, 

which focuses on Veteran Housing. They want to make sure all Veterans have 

access to safe and affordable housing. Within months of the founding of Oper-

ation Lifeline, they were able to obtain a grant through St. Johns County. The 

majority of the funding currently comes from personal donations while wait-

ing for the grants to come in. They are focused on helping Veterans that have 

housing and can’t afford to keep it safe and healthy to reside in.  There is 

$40,000 that can help Veterans, not with aesthetics, but updates for health and 

safety living. Mr. Saks discussed some of the housing they are working on for 

Veterans.  

The other thing they are working on is helping Veterans with affordable home 

ownership. The costs in SJC make it difficult to provide affordable home own-

ership and they are now working with Clay County for affordable housing. The 

next step is to work with USDA to bring some programs into St. Johns County 

that is similar to Habitat for Humanity housing.  

The last program Mr. Saks discussed was the Skill Bridge Training Program for 

people getting out the service. It’s a transition program where, while still in 

the military, the last 6 months of their service they can work with a civilian or-

ganization in civilian clothes helping to learn skills for their transition back 

into everyday society.   

The floor was open for questions and answers.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

VETERANS SERVICE OFFICE UPDATE, JOSEPH MCDERMOTT 
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Mr. McDermott gave an update of the Veterans Service Office. He talked about 

still trying to educate Veterans and doctors on the PAC ACT. Been having a lit-

tle bit of a problem with the local VA Clinic sending over Veterans to the Ser-

vice Office to file toxic exposure claim before August 10th to get the claim in. 

Unfortunately, many of the Veterans have none of the medical conditions that 

are on the toxic exposure list.  The Veteran is then confused as to why the doc-

tors at the Clinic sent them over to file. Mr. McDermott is going to meet with 

the doctors to help clarify the claims and presumptive required.  

Mr. McDermott also discussed placing Veterans in the new Patriot Place and 

also discussed the upcoming Homeless Veterans Standdown. There are current-

ly 12 homeless Veterans being helped through the VSO. He discussed the 6 

apartments coming open at Patriot Place and 13 opening coming up in Victo-

ria Crossing. Things are improving for our homeless Veterans here in St. Johns 

County. The VSO now has a storeroom to house things to help homeless Veter-

ans, including canned goods for Veterans in need.  

The VSO saw over 500 Veterans last month, with 100 new clients that had never 

been in the office before. The Veterans Service Office is very busy.  

The floor was open for questions and answers.  

VETERANS TREATMENT COURT, JOHN LESLIE 

Mr. Leslie introduced himself, Mentor Coordinator for the St. Johns and Put-

nam County Veterans Treatment Court. Although the Treatment Court is actu-

ally taking Veterans from 8 other counties throughout the NE Florida area.  

The Treatment Court is in its 7th year and brought in 135 veterans into the pro-

gram and has graduated 78 participants. There are 36 veterans currently inflow 

and over time 21 have dropped out for various reasons. The next session is 

scheduled for August 4th at 10:00am in Room 355 of the Judicial Complex.  All 

are invited to attend and observe the Treatment Court. Mr. Leslie is looking for 

any new mentors that would be interested in helping in the future.  

The floor was open to any questions.  

OLD/NEW BUSINESS:  
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Chairman Dudley discussed the opening of Patriot Place and the good turnout 

for that ceremony. The first Veteran should be moved in during August.  

The next discussion Chairman Dudley put before the Council was a transition-

al housing facility for homeless Veterans. There has been a site located and the 

property has been purchased on SR 16 for the facility to commence. The grant 

was submitted through Home Again St. Johns and approved. A contractor, 

Gulfstream Design, has been lined up and signs have been posted on the prop-

erty. We are in negotiations with 2 other adjacent property owners. This will 

make the site the entire block in that area.  It will be completed in 2 phases 

and Chairman Dudley showed a site plan of the anticipated units for the facili-

ty and discussed the use for all the units and buildings.  

Chairman Dudley also gave an update on the upcoming Veterans Day program 

that will be held in November 2023. The theme for this year’s program will be 

on the Global War on Terrorism and held at Anastasia Baptist Church. The pro-

gram will honor all the Veterans that have served in the last 20 years on the war 

on terrorism. They will be recognized for their service and presented with a 

pin to honor them. Questions and answers were taken on these projects and 

programs.  

The floor was open to all who wished to bring any new business before the 

Council.  

Danny and Jackie Garcia discussed their organization, “Global Walk,” and the 

World Changers Concert that will be held on December 8, 2023, at the Amphi-

theater. The theme of the concert is to Honor and Thank God, Veterans, First 

Responders, and families.  

Next Veterans Council meeting will be held on Thursday, August 31st begin-

ning at 7:00pm. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:20 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

William Dudley, Chairman  
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Explore VA benefits and health care,  https://www.va.gov   

Health care 

Apply for VA health care, find out how to access ser-

vices, and manage your health and benefits online. 

Disability 

File a claim for disability compensation for conditions related to your 

military service, and manage your benefits over time. 

Education and training 

Apply for and manage your GI Bill and other education benefits to help 

pay for college and training programs. 

Careers and employment 

Apply for vocational rehabilitation services, get support for your Veteran-

owned small business, and access other career resources. 

Pension 

Apply for monthly payments for wartime Veterans and survivors with 

limited or no income who meet certain age and disability requirements. 

Housing assistance 

Find out if you're eligible for a VA-backed home loan. If you have a ser-

vice-connected disability, see if you qualify for a housing grant to help 

you live more independently. 

https://www.va.gov
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Life insurance 

Explore VA life insurance options for Veterans, service members, and 

families. Manage your policy online, file claims for benefits, and access 

helpful resources. 

Burials and memorials 

Get help planning a burial in a VA national cemetery, order a headstone or 

other memorial item to honor a Veteran's service, and apply for survivor 

and dependent benefits. 

Records 

Apply for a printed Veteran ID card, get your VA benefit letters and medi-

cal records, and learn how to apply for a discharge upgrade. 

Service member benefits 

Find out what benefits you may be eligible for during service and which 

time-sensitive benefits to consider when separating or retiring. 

Family member benefits 

Learn about the benefits you may qualify for as a spouse, dependent, or 

survivor. And find out what you're eligible for as a family member caring 

for a Veteran with disabilities. 

VA department information 

Learn more about the VA departments that manage our benefit and health 

care 
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 K9s For Warriors 

We opened our doors in 2011, founded on a mother’s love for her son. “Mom,” 

the late Shari Duval would go on to save not only her own son but also the lives 

of countless others.  

We lovingly renamed our national headquarters in her honor, now known as the 

“Shari Duval Campus,” a place of home and healing for Warriors and their Service 

Dog  
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                               HISTORY OF NAVAJO CODE TALKERS DAY 

The C.I.A.’s official site has stated that Navajo was a near ‘perfect’ language that was used to 

create military codes. This is why it has been recorded in history and is recognized for its 

brilliance even today. However, the code wasn’t the language itself but was a communication 

form that was encrypted using the Navajo language. Since many people couldn’t decipher it, 

the code remained unbreakable throughout the war. It is this success of the code that is cele-

brated by Americans every year. National Navajo Code Talkers Day was made a legal state 

holiday in 2020 by Governor Doug Ducey who signed legislation to honor the courage of 

the Navajo Code Talkers and their critical role in the WWII victory. According to him, the 

Navajo Code Talkers are “American heroes.” 

It all started in 1942 when the U.S. was fighting World War II in the Pacific and needed an 

unbreakable code to ensure the success of military operations. During this time, Philip John-

ston, the son of a missionary who had grown up in the Navajo Nation, suggested using the 

Navajo language as a code. After this, there was no turning back and the U.S. government 

recruited over 400 Navajo men to serve during the war. The Navajo Code Talkers successful-

ly transmitted more than 800 messages without error and helped the U.S. win the war. 

Hence, in 1982, Navajo Code Talkers Day was established through a presidential proclama-

tion by President Ronald Reagan In 2014, Arizona passed legislation declaring every August 

14 Navajo Code Talkers Day in Arizona.  
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From We Are The Mighty 

Why WW II Veterans wore their Uniforms after they were discharged  
by Miguel Ortiz 

United States Code allows honorably discharged military veterans who served 

during a declared or undeclared war to wear their uniforms under certain cir-

cumstances. It states that service or dress uniforms may be worn to ceremonies 

like “military funerals, memorial services, weddings, [and] inaugurals” or for 

holiday or patriotic parades or ceremonies. Outside of these provisions, 

the wearing of the uniform is prohibited. However, during and after WWII, it 

was common for returning GIs to wear their uniforms weeks or even months 

after their discharge. 

Beginning in 1925, honorably discharged veterans received the Honorable Ser-

vice Lapel Button. Italian-American sculptor Anthony de Francisci designed 

the 1/2-inch gilt brass button on the left lapel of civilian clothes upon dis-

charge. During metal shortages, the button was made of plastic. Veterans who 

received plastic buttons could later exchange them for brass buttons. In addi-

tion to the button, a cloth lozenge was also issued. Approximately 1.5 inches 

tall and 3 inches wide, the lozenge was sewn above the right breast pocket of a 

service member’s dress uniform when they were being discharged. 

 

The design of the button and lozenge features an eagle with outstretched 

wings passing through a ring. However, the bird’s pose made it appear as if it 

was bursting. Moreover, the design of the eagle itself was likened more to a 

duck. As a result, it became known as the “ruptured duck.” From 1925-1939, the 

button featured red and white stripes as well as the words “NATIONAL DE-

FENSE” over a blue background above the eagle. The text was removed and the 

button became all gold from 1939-1946. do you feel? 

During WWII, enlisted troops were prohibited from possessing civilian clothes 

unless they had specific orders to do so. This made desertion more difficult 

and ensured that captured troops could be identified as legal combatants and 

be treated as prisoners of war in accordance with the rules of war. As a result, 
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discharged troops returning home traveled in their uniforms bearing 

the Honorable Discharge Emblem. This unofficially served as proof of veteran 

status for railroads, buses, cabs or ferries offering free or discounted transpor-

tation to veterans. 

Approximately 16 million Americans served in uniform during WWII. When 

the war ended, many of these men and women were discharged in a short peri-

od of general demobilization. Cloth rationing during the war created a cloth-

ing shortage in the U.S. and millions of troops returning at the same time 

would only make things worse. With the ruptured duck over the right breast 

pocket, honorably discharged veterans were allowed to wear their uniforms 

for up to 90 days after their discharge while clothes back home were 

scrounged up. 

For years after the war, many veterans proudly wore Honorable Service Lapel 

Buttons on their civilian clothes. People wearing their button were often re-

ferred to as a “ruptured duck.” The term was later used to describe someone or 

something moving quickly, as discharged troops were in a hurry to get home 

after the war. A postage stamp featuring the button was also issued to honor 

WWII veterans. Notably, a B-25 Mitchell bomber that took part in the Doolittle 

Raid on Tokyo was nicknamed Ruptured Duck. 

The post Why WWII veterans wore their uniforms after they were dis-

charged appeared first on We Are The Mighty. 
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From the St. Johns County Parks & Recreation Dept. 

Do you know a Military Veteran with a *Blank Space* on their calendar? Check out our upcoming Veteran Programs 

(SJC Parks and Recreation’s Version). 

 Veteran Fishing: Don’t be overwhelmed by fishing regulations, *Shake It Off* and learn all about Keeping It Legal in 

September. Then join us to explore the *Wonderland* of Surf Fishing in October!  

Veteran Art: Discover your artistic *Style* and try out a different art medium every month. Upcoming programs include 

Print Making and Pumpkin Painting!  

Veteran Kayaking: *I Know Places* for some great wildlife viewing in and *Out Of The Woods* around Hallowes Cove 

and in Deep Creek this fall.  

*All You Had To Do Was Stay* until the end of this post and you’d find the link for more information and program regis-

tration here: https://bit.ly/46HMhEt  

https://bit.ly/46HMhEt
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Project Help, a 501c3 Charity, is dedicated to the 

welfare of veterans and their families.  We work with 

them to provide essential services that will carry 

them through difficult times and put them on the 

road to success and fulfillment. We provide, not only 

basic needs, but continue with the veteran for as 

long as needed to assure their success and make eve-

ry attempt to provide them with great employment 

opportunities. 



34 



35 



36 



37 



38 

 Incarcerated VVA Chapter 2080 newsletter  
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From the VFW Aux-National Organization 

Spread patriotism through song! 

 

Youth are encouraged to enter the VFW Auxiliary’s national an-

them singing contest, Get Excited for the Red, White and Blue! 

Contestants may sing “The Star-Spangled Banner” in the arrangement and genre of their 

choice: rock, pop, reggae, R&B, hip-hop, country, classical and other genres are accepted. 

But they can’t change the words! 

 

The contest consists of two grade divisions: K-8 and 9-12. Entries are due to a local VFW 

Auxiliary by March 31, 2024.  

 

Visit https://vfwauxiliary.org/what-we-do/youth-activities/ for contest eligibil-

ity, rules, an entry form, to see the 2023 winners’ videos and more.  

https://vfwauxiliary.org/what-we-do/youth-activities/
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From American Legion 5th District FL  
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Are You eligible to file for benefits based on Presumptive Exposure? 

Were you exposed to hazardous materials while serving in the military, such as from Agent Or-

ange or burn pits? Did you serve in Vietnam, Thailand or Southwest Asia? If so, you may be eligible to 

file for service-connected benefits based on presumptive exposure. 

Over the course of the last six months, VA has begun processing service-connected disability claims for 

six new presumptive conditions related to exposure to hazardous materials. 

In May 2021, VA started implementing provisions of the William M. Thornberry National Defense Au-

thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (NDAA), adding bladder cancer, hypothyroidism and Parkinsonism 

to the list of medical conditions presumptively associated with exposure to Agent Orange. A few 

months later, VA added asthma, rhinitis and sinusitis (to include rhinosinusitis) on a presumptive basis 

based on particulate matter exposures during military service in Southwest Asia and certain other areas. 

Any Veteran who was previously denied service-connection for any of these six conditions but had 

symptoms manifest within 10 years of military service would need to file another claim. Be sure to 

use VA Form 20-0995, “Decision Review Request: Supplemental Claim” when filing. The claim form 

should include the name of the medical condition and also specify that the medical condition is being 

claimed due to in-service exposure to environmental hazards. 

VA is committed to assisting Veterans who may have been exposed to hazardous materials during their 

military service. 

Be sure to stay plugged in to www.va.gov for the most recent developments around environmental haz-

ards; VA is constantly conducting research and surveillance, as well as reviewing scientific literature for 

conditions that may be related to exposure during military service. 

If you feel you have a chronic condition attributed to an in-service exposure, we highly encourage you 

to file a claim. For more in-

formation about VA benefits 

and eligibility, or how to file a 

claim, Veterans and survivors 

can visit VA’s website 

at www.va.gov or call toll-

free at 1-800-827-1000. 
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Vietnam Veterans of America 

If you are a Vietnam Era Veteran and live in one of 

these counties, please contact the President for in-

formation as to how to join 

                           Chapter/President/email/Location 

1046   Albert White                                                             

1048   Bob Adkins      adk123robert@outlook.com  

1059   Dave Treffinger     dtreffinger433@msn.com    

1084   Bill Jefferson             bill_jefferson@comcast.net   

1088   Roy (Corky) Rudd           corkstopper50@yahoo.com; Nassau 

1092   Forest Hope                       foresthope@usa.net; Gainesville 

1134   Marvin Lagle                     mdlagle@gmail.com; Baker  

Veterans Council of Clay 

County: 

President: Ansil Lewis 

Meeting day is the same, first 

Wednesday of the month, but 

the location is changed to Clay 

County Administration Build-

ing, 1st floor conference 

room, 477 Houston St., Green 

Cove Springs, FL 32043. 

Meeting start at 11 a.m. 
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Veterans Councils of Northeast Florida  

      BAKER COUNTY  

      President: Larry Porterfield  

      Meetings: 

      Second Thursday of each month  

      Location:  

      MacClenny Primitive Baptist Church  

      Fellowship Hall on North Boulevard  

                 Time : 1800 (6pm)  

 

CLAY COUNTY     DUVAL COUNTY   

  

President: Harry Silvers     President  

Meetings:      Meetings: 

First Wednesday of each month    Third Tuesday of each month 

Location:      Location: 

American Legion Post 250    American Legion Post 37 

3939 County Rd 218     Main Building 

Middleburg, FL 32068      San Juan Avenue   

Time: 1400 (2pm)     Tome: 1900 (7 pm) 

 

NASSAU COUNTY     St. Johns County 

President: Mike Doran     President: Bill Dudley 

Meetings:      Meetings: 

First Thursday of each month    Last Thursday of each month 

Location:      Location:  

American Legion Post 54    Health & Human Services building 

626 South 3rd St     Muscovy room, 1st floor 

Fernandina Beach fit 32034    200 San Sebastian View, St. Augustine 

Time: 1900 (7pm)     Time: 1900 (7pm) 
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The Veterans Council of St. Johns County is proud to           

announce that it has modernized its website and created        

a Facebook page. 

We are inviting all veterans to visit our website at:                          

NEW  http://www.veteranscouncilsjc.org  

The Veterans Council will post items of interest to 

all veterans, post pictures, articles, flyers, events, 

etc.  We will post our meetings dates and keep 

you informed about events at the Jacksonville 

and St. Augustine National Cemeteries. 

          Please join our group on Facebook at:       

                http://veteranscouncilsjc.org  

 

           Please select Join the Group to become a member 

. 

Once you have joined the Veterans Council Facebook group you 

will be able to post your meetings, pictures, articles, fund raisers, 

etc. It will be your common site to go to and see what’s happening. 

The website and Facebook page were updated and created so 

that there would be a central place to list all veterans activities in 

NE FL. 

You may have noticed the Veterans Council’s new logo, it was 

created by Roy Havekost. 

He can be contacted at webmaster@veteranscouncilsjc.org 

 

 

mailto:http://www.veteranscouncilofstjohns.org
http://veteranscouncilsjc.org
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 The Veterans Council of St. Johns County welcomes 

article submissions from all County Veterans & 

organizations. Articles should be of interest to all and 

veterans related. Submissions may be edited &/or 

shortened and used if space permits. 

Send to:  rothfeldm@gmail.com  

  
 
 

The Veterans Council of St. Johns County, Inc. is a        
Not For Profit Florida Corporation. 

 

Our formation date was July 4, 2001 in a proclamation 
issued by the St. Johns County Commissioners. It is 
composed of representatives of the various veterans' 
organizations within St. Johns County. 
 

The Veteran's Council will work with city and county 
governments and other local organizations to achieve 
the mutual goal to provide a central agency to assist in 
the coordination and presentation of matters concerning 
veterans and veterans activities in St. Johns County. 
 

The Veteran's Council will endeavor to precipitate, stim-
ulate and assist various organizations as they perform 
patriotic events. One of the major purposes is the pro-
motion and education of national patriotic matters. 
 

The St. Johns County Veterans Council meets the 

last Thursday of the month at 7 pm. 

 The Veterans Council will meet at the Coun-

ty Health & Human Services Building,       

200 San Sebastian View 

Auditorium, 1st floor 

Veterans Council of  St. Johns County,     

“Helping  All Veterans” 

Veterans Service Office 
 200 San Sebastian View, Suite 1400         

St. Augustine, FL 32084 

(physical location) 
The VSO Office is located in the St. Johns County Health and  

Human Services Building.  
 

The office is open from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. daily, 
Monday through Friday excluding holidays. 

  

Service is by appointment. 
Phone: 904-209-6160   Fax: 904-209-6161 

Joseph McDermott, VSO 

Travis Neidig, Assistant VSO 

Angela McKenzie, Assistant VSO 

Lori Chapman, Assistant VSO 

Anna Marie Scott, Office Specialist 

The views expressed in The Patriot Reader Newsletter articles, submissions and spotlights 

are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the views of the Veterans Council of 

St. Johns County or the editors of The Patriot Reader. It is the purpose of this periodical to 

share a variety of information that pertain to local veterans and their organizations.  


