
  

veteran shipmate Rossit-

er. 

Our Wreaths Across 

America sales are now 

available for purchase. 

Purchase information is 

available in this addition 

of the Patriot Reader and 

will continue until the 

first week of December. 

Our WAA program will 

be held on Sat. 13 Dec 

2025 at 12 noon at the 

St. Augustine National 

Cemetery again this year. 

Please purchase a wreath 

(or two ) and plan to join 

us for this year’s ceremo-

ny. 

Thank you for your ser-

vice. 

Bill Dudley, Chaiman 

 Veterans Council of St. 

Johns County, Inc. 

 

Fellow Veterans, 

Around our County, 

there have been several 

civic and Veterans organ-

izations that have hon-

ored and remembered 

our veterans in some 

special way. The most 

prominent way has been 

the laying of bricks in 

Memorial gardens or 

Walls of Remembrance. 

On Thursday. Sept.18 

th , Pedro Menendez 

High School performed 

such a dedication before 

their varsity football 

game that evening. The 

ceremony was conduct-

ed around the American 

flagpole at the entrance 

to the football field. This 

area contains many 

bricks honoring our lo-

cal veterans from St. 

Johns County. The dedi-

cation service was at-

tended by Veterans Ser-

vice Officer Director 

Joseph McDermott and 

myself as the guest of the 

school and participated in 

the dedication service. The 

Veterans Council purchased 

5 bricks in honor of all for-

mer Chairmen of the Veter-

ans Council. 

As has been the custom of 

the Veterans Council of St. 

Johns County from a com-

mitment taken years ago, 

no veteran from our county 

will ever be buried without 

a family member present. 

On numerous occasions, 

the Veterans Council has 

had to be that family mem-

ber. This was the situation 

last Wednesday when Di-

rector, Veterans Service Of-

ficer Joseph McDermott 

and I transported the cre-

mains of an indigent veter-

an to Jacksonville National 

Cemetery for burial. Navy 

veteran Jacquis Hehelijah 

Rossiter had no known 

family that could be locat-

ed. Director McDermott 

and I along with a member 

of the Jacksonville Ladies 

performed the services for 
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The Veterans Council of St. Johns County meets on 

the last Thursday of the month, all are invited to  

attend.  We meet at the County Health & Human 

Services Building, 200 San Sebastian View, at 7 pm 

in the Muscovy room.                                           
Upcoming Speakers      

 

October 30 

Jill Lancaster, Guitars for Vets 

Eric Hernandez, Military Outreach Director, St Augustine YMCA 

Peter Jennison, Veterans Disability Practice, VA Accredited Attorney 

** November 20 & December 18 meetings are a week earlier than  usual be-

cause of the Holidays ** 
**November 20** 

David McCuistan, former Chapter Commander, MOWW 

Ed Turner, Exec. Dir. Cecil Field POW MIA Memorial 

**December 18** 

Dr. Amy Giroux,  Univ. of Central FL,    

Identifying the two graves holding the remains of 12 Great Plains Native Americans who 

were among the 72 captured in the 1870s and became prisoners of war in St. Augustine.   

January 29, 2026 

Tiffany Coffey, Administrator, Lassen State Veterans Nursing Home 

Danial DiMarco,  Soldiers Freedom Outdoors 

February 26, 2026 

   Dr. Michael Butler, Prof. Flagler College, Vietnam Historian 

March 26, 2029 

Elias Tavarez, Project Savior Outdoors 

May 28, 2026 

 Shalisha Bynoe, Proj. Dir., St Augustine Cares 

** November 20 & December 18 meetings are a week earlier than  

usual because of the Holidays ** 
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 VETERANS COUNCIL OF ST. JOHNS COUNTY 

MINUTES OF GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

AUGUST 28, 2025 

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Dudley 

WELCOME AND OPENING REMARKS: Chairman Dudley 

PLEDGE: Chairman Dudley 

INVOCATION: Chaplain William Jefferson 

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: Minutes of last meeting conducted July 

31, 2025, were presented by Chairman Dudley. Copies of the Minutes 

are available on the sign-in table and were sent to members electroni-

cally by the Secretary. The minutes were approved by voice vote with 

no changes.  

TREASURER REPORT: As of July 30, 2025, the Council’s total liquid 

cash balance was $137,168.52; the liquid cash net balance as of August 

26, 2025, was $138,723.04. Treasurer Mountcastle thoroughly went over 

the Treasurer’s Report regarding money taken in and expenses for the 

month. The floor was open for any questions. The Treasurer Report 

was approved by voice vote with no questions or changes. 

INTRODUCTION OF NEW GUESTS: New attendees introduced them-

selves and who they represent. 

AWARD PRESENTATION: Chairman Dudley presented the Annual 

Colonel Ed Taylor Award to John Leslie for his years of service as the 

Mentor Coordinator for the Veterans Treatment Court. 

SPEAKERS: 

CHARLENE BEYMER, COMMUNITY HOSPICE 
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Ms. Beymer gave a brief introduction and her involvement with Com-

munity Hospice and Palliative Care and what they can do to help pa-

tients and families in later days of life. She also introduced Scott Han-

cock, Health Care Relations Representative with Community Hospice. 

They shared information and a slideshow presentation of Community 

Hospice and how they assist the community and our Veterans with 

their services. They also provided a complete handout folder to the 

audience on how Community Hospice can assist. After completing 

their presentation, the floor was open for questions and answers.  

ROBERT COVERT, ST. AUGUSTINE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Mr. Covert introduced himself, he is Special Collections Manager and 

Editor-in-Chief for the St. Augustine Historical Society. His discussion 

and slideshow presentation went through the 460 years of military 

history since the Spanish settlement of St. Augustine. His presentation 

was very thorough and provided great insight into St. Augustine and 

the conflicts that have affected it through the centuries. The floor was 

open for questions.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

VETERANS SERVICE OFFICE, MAC MCDERMOTT  

Mr. McDermott was not in attendance at this month’s meeting. 

VETERANS TREATMENT COURT 

John Leslie has taken step back and is no longer the Mentor Coordi-

nator for the VTC but will continue to serve on the team and give the 

updates each month to the Veterans Council. Mr. Leslie provided a 

brief history of the VTC. At the recent graduation held for the VTC, six 

Veterans graduated and that brings the total to 128 graduates since 

the inception of the VCT over eight years ago. There are currently 39 
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Veterans currently in-flow. There will be two court sessions in Sep-

tember on the 5th and again on September 19, 2025, beginning at 

10:00am in Courtroom 355 at the Courthouse. Everyone is invited to 

attend. The floor was open to questions.  

UNFINISHED/NEW BUSINESS 

Rick McAllister gave an update on the Council’s Wreaths Across 

America Program that places wreaths during the holidays on 1,240 

graves in the National Cemetery here in St. Augustine. A handout 

was given out for donations to purchase the wreaths for the ceremo-

ny to held on December 13th at noon in the St. Augustine National 

Cemetery.  

Chairman Dudley gave an update on the progress of the facility on 

State Road 16. It is now complete, and the Certificate of Occupancy 

has been issued, and furniture is being set up. Hopefully, it will be in 

complete operation by 2nd week in September.  

Chairman Dudley also gave an update on the upcoming Veterans Day 

Program that will be held on November 11, 2025. The theme this year 

is “Passing the Torch.” Veterans from each of the wars from WWII 

through the OEF/OIF conflicts will be on the stage and there will be 

Junior ROTC cadets presenting a bio on each of the on-stage Veter-

ans. It is predicted to be one of the best programs ever presented on 

Veterans Day. All are invited to attend.  

The floor was open for further questions and new business.  

The meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

William Dudley, Chairman  
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At the September 25th Veterans Council meeing 

Lion's Club WAA donation 

JD Decknick USAF ret., Rick McAllister (VC) , Suzanne Deck-

nick,  Aurora Sanks, USMC ret. present $1,000 donation for                         

Wreaths Across America  

 

 

 

 

 

St. John's funeral home donation of $ 695 by Randy Hudgins to             

the Veterans Council  

 

 

From the FDVA, Forward March, the Veterans Newsletter, link below 

   September 2025 Edition of the Forward March Veterans' Newsletter  

mailto:September%202025%20Edition%20of%20the%20Forward%20March%20Veterans'%20Newsletter
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/FLDVA/bulletins/3f2e3ae
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On Wednesday, 24 September 2025, VSO Joseph 

McDermott and I transported the cremains of 

Jacquis Nahelijah Rossiter to Jacksonville National 

Cemetery for burial. Jacquis had no family to claim 

her remains and according to the commitment 

made years ago by the Veterans Council, no indigent 

veteran will be buried without our standing as the 

family. Jacquis Rossiter served in the U.S.Navy from 

May 1986-Aug.91. She served in Operation Desert 

Storm and Operation Desert Shield.   

Bill Dudley, Chairman 

Veterans Council of St Johns County, FL 
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PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR / "UNACCOMPANIED DECEDENTS" / AN 

HONORS CEREMONY / 0900 HOURS ON WEDS 8 OCTOBER 2025 AT JACKSON-

VILLE NATIONAL CEMETERY 

www.SCJNC.com, Padraic E. “Pat” Mulvihill, Public Information Officer 

4083 Lannie Road, JAX FL 32218, 904.534.0035 

  

A VERY SPECIAL QUARTERLY HONORS CEREMONY TO BE 

HELD WEDNESDAY MORNING 8 OCTOBER 2025 

AT THE JACKSONVILLE NATIONAL CEMETERY 

AT 0900 HOURS / COMMITTAL SHELTER # 2 

 

“UNACCOMPANIED HONORS CEREMONY” 

GROUP OF DECEDENTS TO BE REMEMBERED & HONORED 8 OCTOBER 2025 / 

0900 HOURS 

Names of Decedents Are Read, and a Bell is Rung, for Each Military Member  

Our National Cemetery Leadership Team, Patriot Guard Riders, Beaches Honor 

Guard Team, First Coast High School US Navy JROTC, and our Support Committee 

will hold an honors event on Weds. 8 Oct. 2025 at 0900. This very special quarterly 

ceremony will be held to render full military honors for servicemen & women 

who had been already interred during the July through September 2025 

timeframe and had not received military honors at the time of their interment.  

  

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 

 Public Information Officer- Support Committee 

at The Jacksonville National Cemetery 

  EMAIL pem@axisp.com   
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 Veterans Council of St Johns County, FL Inc. 

Officers and Directors 

Chairman - Bill Dudley, U.S. Air Force 

anuday00@aol.com  

Vice Chairman - Ronald Birchall, U.S. Army  

Treasurer - John Mountcastle, U.S. Coast Guard, sjcvc_treasurer@yahoo.com  

Recording Secretary -Donna Pullium, donnapullium150@outlook.com 

Secretary - Newsletter Editor, Michael Rothfeld, rothfeldm@gmail.com  

Directors - Gerald Dedge           Chaplain - Bill Jefferson 

Oversight Committee: Bill Dudley- Chairman,   

 Ronald Birchall - Vice Chairman 

Michael Rothfeld - Director, John Mountcastle - Director  

Mission statement: 

The objective of the Veterans Council of St. Johns County, Florida is to 

be of assistance to all veterans who have served in any of the military 

branches of service of the United States of America. This website is de-

signed to serve our veterans and shall act as a communications center for 

this Council. The Council is proud of our past successes and we look for-

ward to many more in the months and years to come  
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The Veterans Council’s Highest Award is pre-

sented by Council Chairman Bill Dudley to this 

year’s recipient, John Leslie. 

       “The Veterans Council recently recognized John 

Leslie with the Col. Ed Taylor Award for his years of 

service as the Veterans Treatment Court mentor co-

ordinator. John developed the veteran mentor pro-

gram into one of the best mentor programs in the 

state. His steadfast leadership provided our mentors 

all the training and education they needed to men-

tor to our VTC participants. The quality of our men-

tor program is due to his being at the helm for the 

past eight years"    
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St. Joseph Academy Honors  Veterans 

    Want to watch a high school football 

game and be honored for serving our 

country? 

 

     Join the St. Joseph Academy Community on Friday, 

10 /10 for the game on Veterans Night! Game time is  7:00 

p.m. at the field in St. Augustine off Route 207. When you 

enter -at no charge- your name will be taken so you can 

be introduced at half-time. Hope to see you there! 

Donna Martellotto Boyce 

Imprints of Honor -formerly Veterans  

Heritage Project- Club Advisor 

St. Joseph Academy 
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POW/MIA Recognition Ceremony at the National 

POW/MIA Memorial & Museum 
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MILITARY MUSEUM Have you been to The Military Museum of 

North Florida in Green Cove Springs? It's completely free and if you 

like memorabilia, it is jam-packed full of historical items! The displays 

are neatly done and informative. As you wind your way through the 

museum, you will find displays from all of our major conflicts. For the 

kids, there is a retired helicopter flight simulator that they can sit in 

and push all the buttons and pretend. Outside, you will find retired 

vehicles that you can walk up to, including a tank!  

Get more info and links for the museum here  

https://tinyurl.com/y2xc38xt 

 

  

 

 

 

mailto:https://tinyurl.com/y2xc38xt
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First Annual Veterans Build 

We are inviting all veterans, active-duty military, and their families 

(16 years of age and older) to participate in our First Annual Veterans 

Build event on Friday, November 7th and Saturday, November 8th 

from 8:00am - 3:00pm (flier attached).   

 Please share this email and join us for this inspirational day of giving back. 

We will offer two shifts each day.  There will be an 8:00am - 12:00pm shift each morning 

and a 11:00am - 3:00pm shift each afternoon on those two days. 

These two days will feature veterans, active-duty military, and their families helping local 

families reach their dream of homeownership in St. Johns County.  Homeownership pro-

vides stability and security that cannot be achieved through renting.  It also sets families up 

for new opportunities and career growth. 

We all know the sacrifices made my veterans, active-duty military and their families -

       "All Gave Some, Some Gave All!"  

Here is a link with more information: https://habitatstjohns.org/join-us-for-our-first-

annual-veterans-build-november-7-8/ 

Here is a link to the Adult volunteer waiver that must be completed before volunteering:  

https://habitatstjohns.charityproud.org/WebForm/Index/3871?formCode=bcf767a8-

b3bc-4c85-a5c1-ebf5fc89c4cc 

Here is the Minor Waiver (16 - 18):https://habitatstjohns.charityproud.org/WebForm/

Index/3872?formCode=a9d6fa1b-5c58-48f1-ab1a-3f586c6d0ff0 

Once you have completed the above volunteer waiver, you can pick a timeslot(s): 

To register to volunteer on Friday November 7th from 8:00am - 12:00pm click here:   

 https://habitatstjohns.charityproud.org/VolunteerRegistration/Index/?activity=53265 

To register to volunteer on Friday November 7th from 11:00am - 3:00pm click here:  

 https://habitatstjohns.charityproud.org/VolunteerRegistration/Index/?activity=54096 

mailto:https://habitatstjohns.org/join-us-for-our-first-annual-veterans-build-november-7-8/
mailto:https://habitatstjohns.org/join-us-for-our-first-annual-veterans-build-november-7-8/
mailto:https://habitatstjohns.charityproud.org/WebForm/Index/3871?formCode=bcf767a8-b3bc-4c85-a5c1-ebf5fc89c4cc
mailto:https://habitatstjohns.charityproud.org/WebForm/Index/3871?formCode=bcf767a8-b3bc-4c85-a5c1-ebf5fc89c4cc
mailto:https://habitatstjohns.charityproud.org/WebForm/Index/3872?formCode=a9d6fa1b-5c58-48f1-ab1a-3f586c6d0ff0
mailto:https://habitatstjohns.charityproud.org/WebForm/Index/3872?formCode=a9d6fa1b-5c58-48f1-ab1a-3f586c6d0ff0
mailto: https://habitatstjohns.charityproud.org/VolunteerRegistration/Index/?activity=53265
mailto:https://habitatstjohns.charityproud.org/VolunteerRegistration/Index/?activity=54096
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To register to volunteer on Saturday November 8th from 8:00am - 12:00pm click here:  

 https://habitatstjohns.charityproud.org/VolunteerRegistration/Index/?activity=53270 

To register to volunteer on Saturday November 8th from 11:00am - 3:00pm click here:   

 https://habitatstjohns.charityproud.org/VolunteerRegistration/Index/?activity=54097 

We are also hoping you will help us inform your veteran and active-duty communities about 

the qualifications required to purchase a Habitat St. Johns home.  Many people are eligible 

and don't know it, including veterans and active-duty military.  I have attached the 

"Qualifications" form to this email as well.   

If you may know someone trying to buy a home in St. Johns County but it is too costly, 

please send this to them.  Habitat St. Johns may be their solution to homeownership! 

We are hoping to have building permits approved to actually use tools and build walls on a 

new home.  If the permits aren't ready in time, we will focus on completing homes in pro-

cess at Volusia Woods. 

Either way, this is a great opportunity to give back again in honor of Veterans Day and all 

those who have served and currently serve. 

If you are interested in being a sponsor for this event, see the attached flier for the different 

levels of support available.  

We hope you will join us and make a difference where we live. 

Wishing you all the best & thanks to you and all your staff for your service!   

Tom Torretta, Fundraising Director 

Habitat for Humanity of St. Augustine/St. Johns County 

office: (904) 826-3252, ext. 2001 

www.habitatstjohns.org 

mailto:https://habitatstjohns.charityproud.org/VolunteerRegistration/Index/?activity=53270
mailto: https://habitatstjohns.charityproud.org/VolunteerRegistration/Index/?activity=54097
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Wreaths Across America ceremony also will be 

held in the Orangedale Cemetery on Saturday, 

December 13th at 12 noon. 
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Harold Gregory Moore Jr. (February 13, 1922 – February 10, 2017) 

was a United States Army lieutenant general and author. As a lieutenant colonel, 

he commanded the 1st Battalion, 7th Cavalry Regiment, at the Battle of Ia 

Drang in 1965, during the Vietnam War. The battle was detailed in the 1992 best-

seller We Were Soldiers Once… and Young, co-authored by Moore and made into 

the film We Were Soldiers in 2002, which starred Mel Gibson as Moore. Moore 

was the "honorary colonel" of the regiment. He was awarded the Distinguished 

Service Cross, the U.S. Army's second-highest decoration for valor, and was the 

first soldier in his West Point graduating class of 1945 to be promoted to brigadier 

general, major general, and lieutenant general.  

Hal Moore was more than a soldier—he was a leader who lived by loyalty and sac-

rifice. As commander of the 1st Battalion, 7th Cavalry Regiment in the 1965 Bat-

tle of Ia Drang, he faced overwhelming odds yet never wavered. For three days un-

der relentless assault, he moved among his men, steadying them, refusing to aban-

don them, and proving his creed: first on the field, last to leave. 
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VA gives veterans a year of uninterrupted private health care for 30 

different medical specialties By LINDA F. HERSEY STARS AND STRIPES •  

      August 5, 2025 Veterans will now be able to receive a year of uninterrupted specialty 

health care outside the Department of Veterans Affairs network without seeking re-

authorization, the agency announced. Veterans previously had to get a new referral every 

three to six months. (Stars and Stripes) WASHINGTON — From cardiology and eye care 

to addiction treatment and mental health counseling, 30 different types of private medical 

services will be available to veterans for up to a year without interruption under a new 

policy announced by the Department of Veterans Affairs. Veterans previously had to obtain 

a new referral from their VA doctor every 90 to 180 days to continue receiving many spe-

cialty health services at “VA expense,” the agency said. “This change means better continu-

ity of care, which leads to better health outcomes,”  

      VA Secretary Doug Collins said Monday. The policy change is effective immediately. 

When veterans cannot get timely medical appointments at VA clinics or hospitals, they are 

referred to vendors, which are private doctors in the community. But expanding the 

length of time that non-VA care is delivered to veterans is controversial. Opponents of 

expanding non-VA health care argue the money that the VA spends on private care takes 

resources away from the agency’s extensive medical care system.  

      The National Association of Veterans Affairs Physicians and Dentists has stated the in-

crease of community-based medical care for veterans should not detract from VA opera-

tions. The organization has urged Congress to continue investing in VA infrastructure and 

services. “The goal should always be to provide timely, high-quality care without under-

mining VA services,” according to the association. But the VA expects to reduce its work-

force by 30,000 in fiscal 2025, which ends Sept. 30, as part of President Donald Trump’s 

order to downsize the federal government. Decreases in the VA workforce will be 

through attrition, a hiring freeze and deferred resignations, the VA said. The agency has 

pledged to maintain staffing for essential clinical positions and not cut front-line workers. 

The Mission Act, enacted in 2019, authorized veterans for the first time to seek non-VA 

health care from private providers. But mandates for frequent reauthorizations can delay 

and interrupt the delivery of health care, Collins said. By extending authorizations to 12 

months, doctors and other health care providers can focus more on treating veterans than 

on clearing administrative hurdles to continue care, he said. Having uninterrupted care 

also adds convenience for veterans seeking specialty medical services outside the VA, the 
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 The FIRE Watch 

As our data and annual reports continue to af-

firm, suicide prevention is a full community ef-

fort. Help us support Veterans and end Veteran 

suicide in #Florida by completing two FREE sui-

cide prevention training courses—our Watch 

Stander Training Program (40min) and Living-

Works' Start Course (90min)—both available 

online in partnership with the Florida Department of Health (DOH). 

Online training registration is open until June 30th:  

https://tinyurl.com/VSP2OnlineTraining 

Additionally, the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs has made it easier for Veterans and 

caregivers to connect with VA health care providers from anywhere through the VA Video 

Connect mobile app - learn more & download the app here: https://mobile.va.gov/app/va

-video-connect  

agency said.  

The VA is advising veterans to check in with their local VA medical center 

community care office to find out how their care might be affected by the 

change. Veterans will not have to seek new referrals for 12 months after an in-

itial authorization on the following health care services: Cardiology, derma-

tology, endocrinology, neurology and otology, otolaryngology or ENT, gas-

troenterology, urogynecology, addiction psychiatry outpatient, family and 

couples psychotherapy outpatient, mental health outpatient, nephrology, 

neurology, nutrition intervention services, oncology and hematology, neuro-

ophthalmology, oculoplastic, eye care examination, optometry routine, or-

thopedic hand, orthopedic general, orthopedic spine, pain management, po-

diatry, podiatry DS, addiction medicine outpatient, pulmonary, physical 

medicine and rehabilitation (physiatry), rheumatology, sleep medicine and 

urology.         Source - Stars and Stripes 

https://tinyurl.com/VSP2OnlineTraining
https://mobile.va.gov/app/va-video-connect
https://mobile.va.gov/app/va-video-connect
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The WW II Coast Guard Sand Pounders 

In the darkest days of World War II, the Coast Guard 

Beach Patrol stood as a quiet but unbreakable line of de-

fense along America’s shores. Covering more than 3,700 

miles of coastline, nearly 24,000 men answered the call, 

riding shoulder to shoulder with duty and courage. 

Mounted on horseback, these patrols, known with pride 

as the “Sand Pounders”, moved in pairs, spaced only 100 

feet apart, tirelessly sweeping two-mile stretches of sand, 

dunes, and surf. Their mission was simple yet vital: guard 

the homeland against all threats. 
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VFW Auxiliary-National Organization ·  

Are you aware of all VFW and VFW Auxiliary scholarship, contest and award 

deadlines for the 2025-2026 Program Year? 

They are: 

October 31, 2025: VFW Voice of Democracy 

October 31, 2025: VFW Patriot’s Pen 

November 15, 2025: VFW “Sport Clips Help A Hero” Scholarship - spring semester 

February 15, 2026: VFW Auxiliary Continuing Education Scholarship 

March 1, 2026: VFW Scout of the Year (recognition award, not monetary) 

March 31, 2026: VFW Auxiliary Illustrating America  

March 31, 2026: VFW Auxiliary Young American Creative Patriotic Art Contest  

March 31, 2026: VFW Auxiliary 3-Dimensional Patriotic Art Contest 

April 30, 2026: The VFW's “Sport Clips Help A Hero” Scholarship - fall semester 

Please promote these scholarships, con-

tests and awards, which benefit children 

as young as five through adults continu-

ing their education beyond high school.  

Learn more on www.vfw.org under As-

sistance:  

Student Veteran Support or under Com-

munity - Youth & Education and  

on www.vfwauxiliary.org under Schol-

arships & Contests. 

 

mailto:www.vfw.org
mailto:www.vfwauxiliary.org
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Your Story, Your Legacy 

You can now share your story in your own words through the Vet-

erans Legacy Memorial’s (VLM) “Your Story, Your Legacy” 

feature. Use this tool to upload images, autobiographies, written 

tributes, military and life milestones, and historical documents. 

After your passing, VLM will publish your submissions on its web-

site—the nation’s largest online memorial dedicated to honoring 

America’s Veterans. 

To access the “Your Story, Your Legacy” page, start by submit-

ting a VA pre-need burial eligibility application online. Once ap-

proved, you will receive an email to set up your personal VLM 

page. Watch this short video to learn more. 
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Understand Your Eligibility and Plan Ahead with Confidence 

The National Cemetery Administration (NCA) proudly honors your service and sacrifice 

by helping ensure your legacy lives on. 

Too many Veterans and families miss out on VA burial and memorial benefits simply be-

cause they don’t know they’re eligible. Whether you choose burial in a VA national ceme-

tery or a private cemetery, these benefits are a meaningful part of end-of-life planning. 

That’s why NCA launched Plan Today, Honor Forever, a nationwide campaign designed to 

help you understand your options and plan ahead.Why Planning Ahead Matters 

With Plan Today, Honor Forever you can: 

Learn what burial and memorial benefits you may be eligible for 

Share important information with your family or caregivers 

Check your eligibility for burial in a VA national cemetery 

Understand how VA burial allowances may help cover costs  

Apply for Pre-need Burial Eligibility 

Veterans and spouses can apply in advance to determine their eligibility for burial in a VA 

national cemetery. The online application takes less than 10 minutes and helps reduce 

stress and uncertainty for loved ones during a difficult time.  Complete Your Pre-need 

Burial Eligibility Application   

NCA is committed to ensuring that all eligible Veterans and their families understand and 

can access the burial benefits they’ve earned. As part of this effort, we’ve developed re-

sources that address the unique needs of different Veteran communities.  

Download our new infosheet,   
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Join us for the celebration of the US Navy's 250th birthday on 

October 13th, 2025 at Navy Pier next to the USS Orleck from 9 

AM to 6 PM. The festivities will kick off with a welcome service 

at 10 AM, followed by a day filled with food trucks, family-

friendly activities, and a live musical performance featuring 

PROJECT X from 2 to 6 PM. Additionally, enjoy a special tour 

rate of only 8.86 for the USS Orleck. This is a FREE event and 

we hope you can make it!  

 
https://jaxnavalmuseum.org/event/us-navy-250th-birthday/  

mailto:https://jaxnavalmuseum.org/event/us-navy-250th-birthday/
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What are the rules about saluting as a Retired Soldier? 

As described in the Retired Soldier Handbook in Section 3-9, 

federal law authorizes retired service members to salute the 

flag during the Pledge of Allegiance; during hoisting, lowering, 

or passing of the American flag; and during the National An-

them.  

There are specific requirements for each situation, so make sure you check out the Retired 

Soldier Handbook (https://soldierforlife.army.mil/Army.../Post-Retirement) so you are 

in the know! 

mailto:https://soldierforlife.army.mil/Army.../Post-Retirement
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Library of Congress Veterans History Project      

Last month we kicked off the celebration of the U.S. Army’s 250th birth-

day! 

To honor the Army’s founding in June 

1775, the Veterans History Project 

launched a new installment of Serving: 

Our Voices—“This We’ll Defend: The 

U.S. Army.” 

This online exhibit features 25 power-

ful narratives from Army veterans, in-

cluding members of the Army Nurse 

Corps and Women’s Army Corps. Told 

through letters, diaries, photos and 

oral history interviews, their stories 

reflect the depth and diversity of ser-

vice across generations. 

With more than 55,000 Army stories 

in our archive, these featured veterans 

represent just a glimpse into the legacy 

of the nation’s oldest and largest mili-

tary branch.  

Explore the exhibit at https://www.loc.gov/.../ser.../this-well-defend-

the-us-army/ 

mailto:https://www.loc.gov/.../ser.../this-well-defend-the-us-army/
mailto:https://www.loc.gov/.../ser.../this-well-defend-the-us-army/
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U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs  

 Does the VA pay for cremation or burial expenses? 

The VA does not pay for cremation directly. Any item or ser-

vice obtained from a funeral home will be at the families' ex-

pense. Some Veterans' families may be entitled to a burial al-

lowance 

Can I be buried in a National Cemetery if I’m cremated? 

Yes, either in ground or above ground placement is available, 

depending on the cemetery. 

Can my spouse be buried with me in a VA National Cemetery?  

Yes. However spousal benefits do not apply if the Veteran is 

buried in a private cemetery. 

Plan Today. Honor Forever. Visit cem.va.gov/veterans-and-

families/ 
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Twice a month, the Jacksonville Military Affairs & 

Veterans Department hosts this free food distribu-

tion for active-duty military members and their 

families with valid military ID.  
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Information 

about FL   

veterans     

organizations 

by county 
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Veterans Benefits Administration (VBA), U.S.                

Department of   Veterans Affairs   ·  

Which National Park is your favorite to use your free Military 

Lifetime Pass? 

Don’t have one yet? Don’t miss 

out! Veterans, service members, 

dependents, and Gold Star families 

are eligible Learn more:        

www.nps.gov/planyourvisit/

http://www.nps.gov/planyourvisit/
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 National League of POW/MIA Families 

Hello everyone! 

The League is always seeking out photos of POW/MIA 

flags, monuments, Missing Man Honors Tables, POW/MIA 

empty chairs, etc. from your community to feature on our 

social media pages and website.  

Sharing with us is easy, just message your photos to our 

email - 

nationalleague@pow-miafamilies.org 

With your full name as well as a brief description of when & where the photo 

was taken. 

mailto:nationalleague@pow-miafamiles.org
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How to report a Veteran’s death to VA 

 

The passing of a Veteran is a solemn time that deserves to be recognized and reported 

with the utmost respect. Veterans have served their country and worked hard for their 

well-deserved benefits. 

However, after a Veteran passes away, family members should report the death of the 

Veteran to VA as soon as possible to stop current benefits payments. If the death is not 

reported promptly, survivors or executors of the Veteran’s estate may have to repay any 

overpayments received. Payments the deceased Veteran received may include compen-

sation, pension, education or Veteran Readiness & Employment benefits. 

VA encourages loved ones of deceased Veterans to follow the guidance below on re-

porting Veteran deaths to avoid falling victim to benefit scams. 

How to report the death of a Veteran 

Calling is the fastest way to report a Veteran’s death so VA will stop benefit payments, 

but there are other options available for reporting. 

Options for reporting: 

By Phone: Call VA 800-827-1000 (TTY: 711) and select 5. Agents are available Monday 

through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. ET. 

In Person: Go to a VA regional office. Find the nearest VA regional office.  

By Mail: Department of Veterans Affairs Claims Intake Center, PO Box 4444, Ja-

nesville, WI 53547-4444. Include your relationship to the Veteran and any supporting 

documents that can help us verify the Veteran’s identity. Examples of supporting docu-

ments are: 

Death certificate or other public record of the Veteran’s death  

Discharge document (like a DD214) 
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If you report in person at a VA regional office or by mail, provide copies of:  

Death certificate or other public record of the Veteran’s death. 

Discharge document (like a DD214). 

Provide as much information about the Veteran as you can when you first report the 

notice of death to VA. This information will help VA verify the Veteran’s identity. This 

information includes:   

Full name. 

Social Security Number or VA claim number. 

Date of birth. 

Date of death. 

Branch of service. 

Best practices to avoid survivor benefit scams 

Save important files, such as the Veteran’s military service/treatment records, dis-

charge papers and copies of their VA claims. 

Go to the VA website. For guidance on creating an account and obtaining a VA security 

Personal Identification Number (PIN) to securely access benefit information. A VA Se-

curity PIN is an additional way to secure direct deposit accounts from theft and protect 

Personally Identifiable Information (PII). 

Never give out PII via text, and be cautious of suspicious hyperlinks or unfamiliar hy-

perlinks. 

If a survivor is missing a VA benefits payment, identifies a discrepancy in payments, or 

find suspicious activity with a direct deposit account, contact VA immediately at 800-

827-1000. 

Review all documents thoroughly. Survivors should never sign a blank form for some 
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one else to complete later. They should always review the completed form before sign-

ing and retain a copy of the completed form for their records. 

For protection against identity theft scams, notify the major credit bureaus (Equifax, 

Experian and TransUnion) to update the individual’s credit report with a deceased no-

tice and notify the Veteran’s financial institutions so all accounts can be closed or trans-

ferred appropriately. 

According to AARP, scammers also use names published in obituaries to pretend to 

be long lost relatives of the deceased. When it’s time to write your loved one’s obitu-

ary, consider leaving out the birthdate, middle name, home address, birthplace and 

mother’s maiden name. 

For other scams predators use, visit www.VA.GOV/VSAFE. 

VA is committed to delivering world-class care and benefits to Veterans and their de-

pendents by providing survivors with ongoing support and assistance. Check to see if 

you qualify for survivor benefits, such as health care coverage, Survivors’ and Depend-

ents’ Education Assistance Program, housing assistance, or even help with burial costs. 

For more guidance on how to report the death of a Veteran, submitting necessary docu-

mentation and finding additional resources available, visit VA Benefits For Spouses, De-

pendents, Survivors, And Family Caregivers | Veterans Affairs. 

To report a missing VA benefits payment, identify a discrepancy in payments, or find 

suspicious activity with a direct deposit account, contact VA immediately at 800-827-

1000. You may also file a complaint with the Federal Trade Commission if funeral 

homes charge to set up funeral honors or schedule a burial with VA’s National Ceme-

tery Administration by visiting reportfraud.ftc.gov. For other scams predators use, visit 

va.gov/vsafe. 

 

mailto:www.VA.GOV/VSAFE
mailto:va.gov/vsafe
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Burials and Memorials 

VA honors the service and sacrifice of Veterans and their family members. 

How to Apply 

To find out in advance if a Veteran or family member is eligible for burial in a 

VA national cemetery, click “Apply for Pre-Need Burial Eligibility” to fill out 

and submit the application. 

Apply for Pre-Need Burial Eligibility 

If pre-need eligibility has not been determined, upon the death of the Veteran 

or his or her spouse or dependent (also called the time of need), family mem-

bers should locate the Veteran’s DD-214 or other discharge papers if readily 

available and click “Schedule a Burial” to begin the process. Then make ar-

rangements with a funeral home, National Cemetery Scheduling Office, or di-

rectly with a VA national cemetery. 

 

VA Memorial Benefits 

VA takes special care to pay lasting tribute to the memory of Veterans who 

served and sacrificed and that of their families. VA meticulously maintains 155 

VA national cemeteries in 44 states and Puerto Rico and is working to increase 

access to accommodate Veterans and eligible family members close to home. 

Currently, more than 94 percent of Veterans have a burial option in an open VA, 

state or tribal veterans cemetery located within 75 miles of their home. 

Note that most if not all of these benefits may be provided for Veterans who are 

interred in a State, Territorial or Tribal Veterans cemetery. Check with the cem-

etery to ensure coverage. Some benefits are also available for Veterans who 

choose burial in a private cemetery. 

Veterans with a qualifying discharge are entitled to VA burial benefits. Spouses 

and dependent children are eligible too, even if they predecease the Veteran. 
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The following burial benefits may be provided: 

Burial in a VA national cemetery 

Opening and closing of the grave for burial of casketed or cremated re-

mains, or placement of cremated remains in an above-ground vault, also 

called a columbarium 

A government furnished grave liner 

Perpetual care of the gravesite 

A headstone or marker with an inscription 

A burial flag 

A Presidential Memorial Certificate 

A dedicated memorial page on the Veterans Legacy Memorial site where 

friends and family can upload photos and remembrances 

Burial in a private cemetery 

A government headstone, marker, or medallion 

A burial flag 

A Presidential Memorial Certificate 

Some survivors may also be entitled to VA burial allowances as partial reim-

bursement for the costs of funerals and burials for eligible Veterans 

Please note that gravesites in a VA national cemetery cannot be reserved in 

advance. To prepare for a private cemetery burial, VA suggests fami-

lies review these questions and complete required forms in advance. 

VA Requirements 

Discharge papers to establish your eligibility for burial services 
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Vietnam Veterans of America 

If you are a Vietnam Era Veteran and live in one of 

these counties, please contact the President for in-

formation as to how to join 

                           Chapter/President/email/Location 

1046   Tommy Tittle      twt1968@att.net                                                            

1048   Bob Adkins      adk123robert@outlook.com  

1059   Dave Treffinger     dtreffinger433@msn.com    

1084   Bill Jefferson             bill_jefferson@comcast.net   

1088   Roy (Corky) Rudd           corkstopper50@yahoo.com; Nassau 

1092   Forest Hope                       foresthope@usa.net; Gainesville 

1134   Marvin Lagle                     mdlagle@gmail.com; Baker  

Veterans Council of Clay 

County: 

President: Ansil Lewis 

Meeting day is the same, first 

Wednesday of the month, but 

the location is changed to Clay 

County Administration Build-

ing, 1st floor conference 

room, 477 Houston St., Green 

Cove Springs, FL 32043. 

Meeting start at 11 a.m. 
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Veterans Councils of Northeast Florida  

      BAKER COUNTY  

      President: Larry Porterfield  

      Meetings: 

      Second Thursday of each month  

      Location:  

      MacClenny Primitive Baptist Church  

      Fellowship Hall on North Boulevard  

                 Time : 1800 (6pm)  

 

CLAY COUNTY     DUVAL COUNTY     

President: Ansil Lewis, SgtMaj USMC, ret President  

Meetings:      Meetings: 

First Wednesday of each month    Third Tuesday of each month 

Location:      Location: 

American Legion Post 250    American Legion Post 37 

2608 Black Creek Rd     Main Building 

Middleburg, FL 32068      San Juan Avenue   

Time: 1100 (11am)     Time: 1900 (7 pm) 

904-658-0105 

NASSAU COUNTY     St. Johns County 

President: Mike Doran     President: Bill Dudley 

Meetings:      Meetings: 

First Thursday of each month    Last Thursday of each month 

Location:      Location:  

American Legion Post 54    Health & Human Services building 

626 South 3rd St     Muscovy room, 1st floor 

Fernandina Beach fit 32034    200 San Sebastian View, St. Augustine 

Time: 1900 (7pm)     Time: 1900 (7pm) 
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The Veterans Council of St. Johns County is proud to           

announce that it has modernized its website and created        

a Facebook page. 

We are inviting all veterans to visit our website at:                          

NEW  http://www.veteranscouncilsjc.org  

The Veterans Council will post items of interest to 

all veterans, post pictures, articles, flyers, events, 

etc.  We will post our meetings dates and keep 

you informed about events at the Jacksonville 

and St. Augustine National Cemeteries. 

          Please join our group on Facebook at:       

                http://veteranscouncilsjc.org  

 

           Please select Join the Group to become a member 

. 

Once you have joined the Veterans Council Facebook group you 

will be able to post your meetings, pictures, articles, fund raisers, 

etc. It will be your common site to go to and see what’s happening. 

The website and Facebook page were updated and created so 

that there would be a central place to list all veterans activities in 

NE FL. 

You may have noticed the Veterans Council’s new logo, it was 

created by Roy Havekost. 

He can be contacted at webmaster@veteranscouncilsjc.org 

 

 

mailto:http://www.veteranscouncilofstjohns.org
http://veteranscouncilsjc.org
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 The Veterans Council of St. Johns County welcomes 

article submissions from all County Veterans & 

organizations. Articles should be of interest to all and 

veterans related. Submissions may be edited &/or 

shortened and used if space permits. 

Send to:  rothfeldm@gmail.com  

  

The Veterans Council of St. Johns County, Inc. is a        
Not For Profit Florida Corporation. 

 

Our formation date was July 4, 2001 in a proclamation 
issued by the St. Johns County Commissioners. It is 
composed of representatives of the various veterans' 
organizations within St. Johns County. 
 

The Veteran's Council will work with city and county 
governments and other local organizations to achieve 
the mutual goal to provide a central agency to assist in 
the coordination and presentation of matters concerning 
veterans and veterans activities in St. Johns County. 
 

The Veteran's Council will endeavor to precipitate, stim-
ulate and assist various organizations as they perform 
patriotic events. One of the major purposes is the pro-
motion and education of national patriotic matters. 
 

The St. Johns County Veterans Council meets the 

last Thursday of the month at 7 pm. 

 The Veterans Council will meet at the Coun-

ty Health & Human Services Building,       

200 San Sebastian View 

Auditorium, 1st floor 

Veterans Council of  St. Johns County,     

“Helping  All Veterans” 

Veterans Service Office 
 200 San Sebastian View, Suite 1400         

St. Augustine, FL 32084 

(physical location) 
The VSO Office is located in the St. Johns County Health and  

Human Services Building.  
The office is open from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. daily, 

Monday through Friday excluding holidays. 
  

Service is by appointment. 
Phone: 904-209-6160   Fax: 904-209-6161 

 

 Joseph D. McDermott  Director 

Lori Chapman  Assistant VSO 

Shauna Holton Assistant VSO 

Jonathan Rojas Assistant VSO 

Henry Nocom, Assistant VSO 

April Manner Administrative Coordinator 

The views expressed in The Patriot Reader Newsletter articles, submissions and spotlights 

are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the views of the Veterans Council of 

St. Johns County or the editors of The Patriot Reader. It is the purpose of this periodical to 

share a variety of information that pertain to local veterans and their organizations.  


