
  

tion in the Tangi River Valley 

in Afghanistan on Aug. 6, 

2011 when a Chinook heli-

copter with 29 other service 

members , was shot down 

from the sky while rushing 

into battle. All perished. You 

don’t want to miss this con-

cert and some of the proceeds 

will go to help homeless vet-

erans in our area.  

If you haven’t put Nov.11 on 

your calendar, now is the time 

to do it. We have an excellent 

Veterans Day Program lined 

up to be presented at Anasta-

sia Baptist Church with our 

featured speaker for this 

year’s program, The Adjutant 

General of the State of Flori-

da, Maj. General John Haas. 

The theme for this year’s pro-

gram is The Global War on 

Terrorism. I look forward to 

seeing you there.  

 

Thank you for your service. 

Respectfully, Bill Dudley 

Chairman, Veterans Council 

of St. Johns County, Inc.  

 

Fellow Veterans, 

 

The Veterans Council has 

launched our 2023 Wreaths 

Across America program for 

this year. Wreaths are now 

on sale and can be purchased 

by filling out the WAA spon-

sorship form and mailing it 

to our PO Box 2117, St. 

Augustine, Fl. 32085 along 

with a check made out to 

Wreaths Across America. 

The price of a wreath has 

increased slightly this year 

from $15 to $17. If you pur-

chase two wreaths you still 

will receive three. The order 

form appears in this edition 

of The Patriot Reader or by 

contacting Jerry Hanchett, 

WAA Committee Chairman 

at 904-347-8293 or me at 

904-806-4712. The WAA 

wreath laying ceremony will 

take place this year on 

Dec.16, 2023 at the St. Au-

gustine National Cemetery. 

The program will begin at 

12 noon. Volunteers will be 

needed to help unload the 

truck at 10 AM. Our guest 

speaker for this year’s cere-

mony will be Sheriff Rob 

Hardwick.  

Recently, the Jacksonville Na-

tional Cemetery Support 

Committee announced the 

need to purchase a new golf 

cart for the Jacksonville La-

dies. These ladies accompany 

the families of every veteran 

that is interred at JNC. A golf 

cart is the only means they 

have of moving between inter-

ment sites. Burials are sched-

uled approximately every 30 

minutes during the day. The 

cost of a new golf cart to re-

place the old one is approxi-

mately $12,000. The Support 

Committee has raised nearly 

$8000. Our Council donated 

$4500 this week in order to 

meet the goal and place an or-

der for the golf cart.  

Be sure to put Friday, Dec. 8, 

2023 on your calendar. That 

evening, World renowned 

Global Walk, Inc. will host the 

World Changers Concert at 

the St. Augustine Amphithea-

ter featuring The Long Run / 

Eagles Tribute Band. Tickets 

are now on sale at the Amphi-

theater box office or online at 

www.theamp.com.  Also, the 

guest speaker will be Karen 

Vaugh, a Gold Star mother and 

author of the bestseller book, 

World Changer,  the story of 

her son, Navy Seal Aaron 

Vaughan who was killed in ac-
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The Veterans Council of St. Johns 

County meets on the last Thursday of 

the month, all are invited to attend.  

We meet at the County Health & Hu-

man Services Building, 200 San   Sebas-

tian View, at    7 pm in the Muscovy room. 

     Upcoming Speakers        

September 28 

Maj. Zach Malamud, “Marine For Life Network” 

 and 

Mike O’Brien, Director of Development, 5 Star Veterans Center 

 

October 26 

Lynn Geiser, Peer to Peer Therapeutic Art Program                   

for Military Women  and 

Carl Cricco, CEO K9s For Warriors 

November 30 

Don Kabrich, a local veteran climbs Mt Everest in 2023 

and  Jennifer Jenkins, Wounded Warrior Project 

December 28 

Joseph Pearce, Wish for Our Heroes 

January 25, 2024  

Dennis Graves, CJ3 Foundation 
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Veterans Day Ceremony November 11 

Please Join us as we Honor our Veterans 

Veterans Day in St. Augustine, Saturday November 11, at An-

astasia Baptist Church, 1650 A1A S, as we all celebrate and 

honor our veterans. 

Hosted by the Veterans Council of St. Johns County along with the Military Of-

ficers Association of America, Ancient City Chapter. 

The Atrium doors open at 9am. On display in the Atrium will be the Traveling 

Vietnam and War on Terror Walls, and 0over 40 display tables from local Not for 

Profits, Military Groups, any many more military displays. 

The Veterans Day Ceremony will start promptly at 11:00 am. 

The Keynote speaker is MG John Haas, Adjutant General FLANG. 

Patriotic entertainment by the St. Augustine High School Chorale.  

This is a free event with plenty of onsite free parking.  

Questions: rothfeldm@gmail.com 

mailto:rothfeldm@gmail.com
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The World Changers Concert is Fri., Dec 8th at 6:30pm at the The St. Augustine Amphitheatre to honor 

and thank God, veterans, first responders, and their families. Guests of honor include Gold Star families 

who have lost military family members in the line of duty, to acknowledge their loss, grief, and continued 

healing. 

The concert event will feature a favorite central Florida band, The Long Run (TLR), an Eagles tribute 

band. Event guest speaker is national bestseller Karen Vaughn, author of “World Changer”, the story of 

her son, Navy Seal Aaron Vaughn. 

If you are interested in donating or sponsoring seats for our worthy vets, first responders, and families, 

please contact Director Chuck Burke at flaburke@hotmail.com. 

Event Page: https://thegarcias.cc/ 

Buy Event Tickets: https://www.theamp.com/.../detail/the-world-changers-concert 

mailto:flaburke@hotmail.com
https://thegarcias.cc/
https://www.theamp.com/.../detail/the-world-changers-concert
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National POW/MIA Recognition Day  

In the United States, National POW/MIA Recognition Day is observed on 

the third Friday in September. It honors those who were prisoners of war and 

those who are still missing in action. It is most associated with those who 

were POWs during the Vietnam War.  

The Veterans Council of St Johns County recognizing the many hardships, 

bravery and sacrifices of our POWs produced the documentary “Prisoners of 

War: Stolen Freedom”, which has been broadcast on PBS. 

This documentary features the heroic stories of 4 of our local veterans.  

Prisoners of War: Stolen Freedom  

"Prisoners of War: Stolen Freedom” compares the stories of four American 

servicemen through their time as prisoners of war in three major 20th centu-

ry conflicts; World War II, Korea and the Vietnam war. Their stories are sup-

ported by archival motion pictures and photographs obtained at the US Na-

tional Archives as well as through sketches and memorabilia collected by each 

of the men. Their stories are less about atrocity than they are about the sur-

vival of the human spirit and the camaraderie that helped each man survive 

years of incarceration. Each story is followed by spectacular recounts of their 

days of release. Produced by Michael Rothfeld, Bill Dudley and the Veterans 

Council of St. Johns County, directed by Eric Flagg" 

 

Below is a link to the FL PBS website.  

http://www.floridastoriesofservice.org/prisoners-of-war-stolen-freedom  

 

http://www.floridastoriesofservice.org/prisoners-of-war-stolen-freedom
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William Ingram 

US Navy 

Seaman Second Class 

World War II 

Richard Bassett 

US Army 

Corporal 

Korean War 

Dr Hal Kushner 

US Army 

Colonel 

 Vietnam War 

Giles Norring-

ton 

US Navy 

Captain 

Vietnam War 
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From Suzanne Hoff Ogawa 

Mission POW MIA created this poster with pictures 

of our loved ones still missing from the Vietnam War. 

We will never stop trying to bring our loved one’s 

home. 
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Stories of Service: Paddleboarding with Wounded Warrior Project 

Wounded Warrior Project gave local veterans the opportunity to clear their minds and enjoy an after-

noon of paddleboarding in Fernandina Beach. 

Author: Rich Donnelly, First Coast News (On Your Side) 

FERNANDINA BEACH, Fla. — First Coast News is proud to 

share the Stories of Service of the brave men and women who 

wear the uniforms of our armed forces. And we're also proud 

to showcase the great opportunities available to those service 

members when they come home from the service. 

Wounded Warrior Project is a national non-profit charity that supports veterans and active duty service 

members in a variety of ways from counseling, job placement and, for at least one day, paddleboarding. 

"It's one of those days that you're able to get out of bed and feel alive, you get to go in the water and feel 

the ocean breeze, the wind and water, you can smell it and enjoy everything about it," said one Warrior 

who took part in the paddleboarding event. Wounded Warrior Project helped coordinate the event for 

more than a dozen veterans to paddle from Fernandina Beach to the Cumberland Island National Sea-

shore. "We'll get ready to launch here in about 15-20 minutes, time for the tide to change on us but we 

do have the wind at our back," said one of the paddleboarding instructors. 

"We're today going out on paddleboarding with Jeff from Latitude 29," said one of the Warriors, "it's 

one of those things that gives you peace and calm and helps you with your mindset." 

Peace and calm is not easily achieved by many veterans who return from active duty. 

"In 2012 I did try to commit suicide," said one of the Warriors, "depression, PTSD, everything along 

those lines, but Wounded Warrior Project, I keep coming back because it's a foundation where other 

veterans come around and just be, no questions of what's wrong with you, just enjoy one another's com-

pany." 

Another step closer to calm with every stroke of the paddle. "From 2006 when I was injured in Iraq 

Wounded Warrior Project has been there for me since day 1 and any event that I can support, I'll be 

there," said one of the Warriors. 

Wounded Warrior Project is celebrating its 20th anniversary of serving veterans and their families. 

They're also based in Jacksonville and more information about programs that they offer can be found on 

their website. 

If you have a Story of Service that you would like us to profile, send us an email to storiesof-

service@firstcoastnews.com 
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From UNF, Captain Bob Buehn 

Thankful to all who came to Combat Paper Workshop and had a life changing ex-

perience—community building, healing, reaching out, offering support! People 

make wars. Rags make paper. I make things happen with the support of many! 

Thank you Drew Francis Cameron, @combatpaper, thank you RP, thank you 

@unfmvrc, thank you all administrators and colleagues that came to the print-

shop to support this workshop and launching of UNF papermaking! Thank you 

veterans for sharing your stories and for your service. Thank you students for 

spending your weekend making paper and helping me facilitate this experience. 

In gratitude! Onward! 
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There was NO meeting of the      

Veterans Council of St. Johns 

County in August because of      

the Hurricane. 
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Official Home of Florida National Guard Family Programs  

Who wants to dress up and give out candy to Guard Kids? We need 

you! Come be a part of our epic event. Email us with questions on how 

to register your trunk : flngyouthprogram@gmail.com 

mailto:flngyouthprogram@gmail.com
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Explore VA benefits and health care,  https://www.va.gov   

Health care 

Apply for VA health care, find out how to access ser-

vices, and manage your health and benefits online. 

Disability 

File a claim for disability compensation for conditions related to your 

military service, and manage your benefits over time. 

Education and training 

Apply for and manage your GI Bill and other education benefits to help 

pay for college and training programs. 

Careers and employment 

Apply for vocational rehabilitation services, get support for your Veteran-

owned small business, and access other career resources. 

Pension 

Apply for monthly payments for wartime Veterans and survivors with 

limited or no income who meet certain age and disability requirements. 

Housing assistance 

Find out if you're eligible for a VA-backed home loan. If you have a ser-

vice-connected disability, see if you qualify for a housing grant to help 

you live more independently. 

https://www.va.gov
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Life insurance 

Explore VA life insurance options for Veterans, service members, and 

families. Manage your policy online, file claims for benefits, and access 

helpful resources. 

Burials and memorials 

Get help planning a burial in a VA national cemetery, order a headstone or 

other memorial item to honor a Veteran's service, and apply for survivor 

and dependent benefits. 

Records 

Apply for a printed Veteran ID card, get your VA benefit letters and medi-

cal records, and learn how to apply for a discharge upgrade. 

Service member benefits 

Find out what benefits you may be eligible for during service and which 

time-sensitive benefits to consider when separating or retiring. 

Family member benefits 

Learn about the benefits you may qualify for as a spouse, dependent, or 

survivor. And find out what you're eligible for as a family member caring 

for a Veteran with disabilities. 

VA department information 

Learn more about the VA departments that manage our benefit and health 

care 
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From Veterans Council Chairman Bill Dudley, as of Sept. 1, 2023 

Update on Veteran homeless in St Johns County 

The count of Veteran’s without housing at the time of last year’s stand down was 

approximately 38 Veterans.  Out of the 38 Veterans, only about 9 showed up for 

the stand down last year.  The reason for the low turn out then is because those 38 

Veterans were all engaged in case management services and working on housing 

placements.  A majority of those Veterans at that time were able be placed in hotel 

rooms while waiting on housing assistance due to special funding that came 

through because of Covid.  This accounted for the low turn out at the stand down.  

San Marcos Heights, an income-based apartment complex, opened up shortly af-

ter the stand down and we were able to place 13 Veterans without housing there.  

In January of 2023, the VA conducted a count of our homeless Veteran population 

and at that time there were 24.  These 24 Veterans were all engaged with case 

management services to assist them in getting into permanent housing.   

As of this date, we have approximately 12 homeless veterans that are all working 

with case managers for housing assistance.  We have another income-based apart-

ment complex opening up currently, Victoria’s Crossing, and we have 10 units 

that are set aside for Veteran’s preference there.  St Johns Housing Partnership is 

opening Patriot Place soon and we are working on completing applications for 

Veteran’s to be housed there now. We will be able to house 6 Veterans at Patriot 

Place. 

The VA and community partners are making great strides in efforts to reach our 

homeless Veterans in St Johns County.  These include VA has outreach workers 

that begin the process of approval for Hud VASH and other appropriate housing 

opportunities, Changing Homelessness, The Veteran’s Service Office, Home Again 

and The Society of St Augustine Street Outreach Team who seeks out homeless  
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Veterans and connects them to needed resources.  These Veterans are connected 

tohealth, counseling and other resources while working on housing goals. 

Because of the amazing work that is being done to reach out to our homeless Vet-

erans, they are being connected to resources more quickly at this time.  Commu-

nity agencies are working tirelessly to help end the homeless situation in St Johns 

County and expect to be at functional zero by December of this year which means 

3 or less homeless Veterans identified in St Johns County.   

Since the need for a Veteran Stand Down is very low at this time, the Veteran’s 

service office will continue to have military surplus on hand at the VSO as well as 

a well-stocked food pantry for those that are in need.  Our Veteran Homeless Co-

ordinator assists with connecting Veterans to housing and other resources as need-

ed and is able to deliver supplies to them or will work with other VA and Chang-

ing Homelessness case managers to ensure they have clothing, shoes, bicycles, 

food, hygiene items and other surplus while they work on being qualified for 

housing assistance.  

There are other plans in place currently for a Day Center that will provide home-

less with laundry and shower facilities.  This facility will also provide a place for 

case managers to meet with the homeless and provide resources to them.  There 

are other projects and plans being discussed and that will assist our homeless pop-

ulation even more in the near future. 

We are grateful for the amazing support from our wonderful volunteers who do-

nate food to our pantry, refurbished bicycles, gas and food gift cards and other 

items that meet the immediate needs of our brothers and sisters.  Thank you for 

your support!   
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Room 7 had the first organized church service to be held in the prisons of North 

Vietnam. Permission was asked for by Stockdale, and twice denied by the Camp 

Commander. The room was warned not to do it. 

Room 7 decided to do it any-

way. 

Ringleaders, Risner, Coker 

and Rutledge were led out of 

the room with guards at each 

arm ( they were headed for 

more Heartbreak Hotel, soli-

tary confinement and lots of 

punishment ). 

Bud Day was the one who 

then jumped up on his bed 

and started to sing “The Na-

tional Anthem”. 

Robbie later recalled his 

thoughts as his roommates 

burst out in song, “I felt like I 

was nine feet tall and could 

go bear hunting with a switch.” 

Thirty one years later, on November 16, 2001 a nine-foot tall bronze statue of 

Brigadier General Robinson Risner, USAF, would be dedicated on the central pla-

za Of the United States Air Force Academy. 
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 This Is How 'RED Friday' Became a Thing and Why It Still Matters Today 

 We Are The Mighty | By Eric Milzarski 

 

It's a tiny act that means much more than people seem to realize. On Fridays, 

civilians back home wear an article of red clothing — a shirt, a tie, anything 

— as a reminder to all to Remember Everyone Deployed. These Fridays be-

came known as R.E.D. Friday. 

Today, you'll see this tradition honored by most AAFES workers, military fam-

ily members, and supporters of the troops, but it actually got its start about a 

dozen years ago. Let's talk about how this patriotic way of showing your sup-

port for the troops that are in harm's way got started and why it's an im-

portant movement.  

If every one of our members shares this with other acquaintances, fellow 

workers, friends, and neighbors, I guarantee that it will not be long before 

the USA will be covered in RED — and make our troops know there are many 

people thinking of their well-being. You will feel better all day Friday when 

you wear RED! 

Now, there's no telling if this chain email tactic is really what got people 

wearing red on Fridays, but if it was, it has to be one of the only times that 

people actually read one of those chain emails. 

 

For once, we're lucky that forwards from grandma don't get filtered directly 

into spam... 

In March, 2006, another more-tangible movement began in Canada that im-

plored subscribers to wear red to support the troops who are deployed. Now, 

there's no telling if this movement got its start from the previously-

mentioned email chain, but they do credit it as being an "American initia-

tive." 

Military spouses Lisa Miller and Karen Boier organized an event and rallied  
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many of their fellow Canadians to show up wearing red. While the "RED" is 

the color that fits the acronym, it also happens to work perfectly with the Ca-

nadian flag. 

These events gathered steam and grew continuously until, eventually, its reach 

extended all the way up to the Canadian Prime Minister, Stephen Harper. 

On Sept 23rd, 2006, Harper led a rally of thousands in a show of solidarity for 

the Canadian soldiers deployed to Afghanistan as part of the Global War on 

Terrorism. 

The tradition may not entirely be an American concept, but the sentiment is 

the same. Our brothers to the North still have troops in harm's way, too. (Air 

Force photo by Justin Connaher) 

RED Fridays seem to wax and wane in terms of popularity among civilians, but 

the core of the movement is important: to Remember Everyone Deployed. The 

Global War on Terrorism is now officially older than troops eligible to enlist 

and serve in that same war — it's important to remember that we've still got 

men and women out there fighting for us. 

It's not hard to show your support for the troops: Simply pick something red 

from your wardrobe and be ready to wear it on Friday, volunteer your time or-

ganizing care packages for troops who still need essential items, or write a de-

ployed troop. I know from personal experience that every letter I received 

was a boost to morale that I hap-

pily honored with a reply. Simple 

gestures go a long way. 

Remember everyone deployed. 
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 SMOKY, THE WAR DOG 

Smoky was probably born in 1943. The tiny York-

shire Terrier was found by American soldiers in 

an abandoned fox hole on the island of New 

Guinea. He weighed about 4 pounds and was 7 

inches tall. He was soon sold to Corporal William 

Wynne for $6. They became fast friends. Wynne 

was an airman. He slept on a blanket in Wynne’s tent. Wynne shared his ra-

tions with the little dog. He went on 12 reconnaissance and rescue missions. 

He survived 150 air raids and a typhoon on Okinawa. He once saved Wynne’s 

life when he warned him of a Japanese shell that ended up killing or wounding 

eight other men. His greatest feat was pulling a telegraph wire through a 70-

foot pipe. It was a tight fit and very scary, but Smoky made it through, saving 

a lot of time and a dangerous task for engineers.  

Wynne would bring Smoky to hospitals. In one of them, his presence caused 

an uncommunicative PTSD patient to start talking. He also entertained 

groups of soldiers like a very tiny USO show. Smoky had a lot of tricks that he 

could do. When the war ended, he returned home to America and quickly be-

came a national celebrity. He toured the U.S. for many years and appeared on 

TV doing his tricks. He also was a common sight at veterans’ hospitals. One 

of his tricks was walking a tightrope blindfolded. He is considered to be the 

first therapy dog. He died in 1957. In 2022, he was awarded the Animals in 

War and Peace Distinguished Service Medal. He was the first dog to receive 

the newly created medal to honor valorous animals. 
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From the St. Johns County Parks & Recreation Dept. 

Do you know a Military Veteran with a *Blank Space* on their calendar? Check out our upcoming Veteran Programs 

(SJC Parks and Recreation’s Version). 

 Veteran Fishing: Don’t be overwhelmed by fishing regulations, *Shake It Off* and learn all about Keeping It Legal in 

September. Then join us to explore the *Wonderland* of Surf Fishing in October!  

Veteran Art: Discover your artistic *Style* and try out a different art medium every month. Upcoming programs include 

Print Making and Pumpkin Painting!  

Veteran Kayaking: *I Know Places* for some great wildlife viewing in and *Out Of The Woods* around Hallowes Cove 

and in Deep Creek this fall.  

*All You Had To Do Was Stay* until the end of this post and you’d find the link for more information and program regis-

tration here: https://bit.ly/46HMhEt  

https://bit.ly/46HMhEt
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 Camp Lejeune Water Victims Offered Quicker Payout Option by                                            

Navy and Justice Department 

6 Sep 2023 Miltary.com |  

       By Rebecca Kheel 

Some veterans and family members sickened 

during the decades of contaminated drinking 

water at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, will 

be able to choose to take a standard payout 

from the government if they want their claims 

resolved faster, the Navy and Justice Department announced Wednesday. 

Under the so-called "elective option" unveiled Wednesday, claimants can get between 

$100,000 and $550,000, depending on their diagnosis and how long they were ex-

posed to the toxic water.  

Officials said they hope the new option will speed up processing for the tens of thou-

sands of claims that have been filed since last year and more quickly give closure to vet-

erans and others. 

"The elective option is a critical step in bringing relief to qualifying claimants impacted 

by the contaminated water at Camp Lejeune, who will now have an avenue for receiv-

ing quick and early resolution of claims under the Camp Lejeune Justice Act," Associ-

ate Attorney General Vanita Gupta said in a news release Wednesday. 

The Camp Lejeune Justice Act, which was passed last year as part of the sweep-

ing PACT Act, created a pathway for former Marines, sailors and families poisoned by 

contaminated drinking water at the military base to sue and recover damages. Those 

harmed by the water can file an administrative claim with the Navy, and if the service 

denies the claim or takes longer than six months to respond, they can then sue in the 

U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of North Carolina. 

More than 93,000 administrative claims have been filed since the law was enacted, a  
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number that is expected to grow until the Aug. 10, 2024, deadline to file a claim, offi-

cials said Wednesday. Another 1,100 lawsuits have already been filed. 

To qualify for the new elective option, claimants must have specific illnesses that have 

been previously linked to the chemicals at Camp Lejeune and been exposed to the wa-

ter for a specific amount of time. 

Those diagnosed with kidney cancer, liver cancer, non-Hodgkin lymphoma, leukemia 

and bladder cancer could receive settlements of $450,000 if they were exposed for 

more than five years; $300,000 if they were exposed between one year and five years; 

or $150,000 if they were exposed between 30 and 364 days. 

Those suffering from multiple myeloma, Parkinson's disease, kidney disease (end stage 

renal disease) or systemic sclerosis/systemic scleroderma would get settlement offers 

of $400,000 for exposures of more than than five years; $250,000 for between one 

years and five years of exposure; or $100,000 for exposures between 30 and 364 days. 

Claims involving death would get another $100,000, according to the news release. 

Officials will reach out to anyone who has already filed a claim who is eligible, the re-

lease adds. Once a settlement is offered, claimants have 60 days to accept or deny it, 

and if they accept it, they can expect to get paid within 60 days, according to Navy 

guidance. Claimants who deny the offer can still pursue their administrative claim or 

file a lawsuit, according to the guidance. 

Those who don't qualify for the elective option can still file an administrative claim or 

sue, it adds. 

More information on filing a Camp Lejeune water claim and the elective 

option is available at www.navy.mil/clja/. 

http://www.navy.mil/clja/
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From the VFW Aux-National Organization 

Spread patriotism through song! 

 

Youth are encouraged to enter the VFW Auxiliary’s national an-

them singing contest, Get Excited for the Red, White and Blue! 

Contestants may sing “The Star-Spangled Banner” in the arrange-

ment and genre of their choice: rock, pop, reggae, R&B, hip-hop, country, classical and oth-

er genres are accepted. But they can’t change the words! 

 

The contest consists of two grade divisions: K-8 and 9-12. Entries are due to a local VFW 

Auxiliary by March 31, 2024.  

 

Visit https://vfwauxiliary.org/what-we-do/youth-activities/ for contest eligibil-

ity, rules, an entry form, to see the 2023 winners’ videos and more.  

https://vfwauxiliary.org/what-we-do/youth-activities/
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From American Legion 5th District FL  



62 



63 



64 



65 

Are You eligible to file for benefits based on Presumptive Exposure? 

Were you exposed to hazardous materials while serving in the military, such as from Agent Or-

ange or burn pits? Did you serve in Vietnam, Thailand or Southwest Asia? If so, you may be eligible to 

file for service-connected benefits based on presumptive exposure. 

Over the course of the last six months, VA has begun processing service-connected disability claims for 

six new presumptive conditions related to exposure to hazardous materials. 

In May 2021, VA started implementing provisions of the William M. Thornberry National Defense Au-

thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (NDAA), adding bladder cancer, hypothyroidism and Parkinsonism 

to the list of medical conditions presumptively associated with exposure to Agent Orange. A few 

months later, VA added asthma, rhinitis and sinusitis (to include rhinosinusitis) on a presumptive basis 

based on particulate matter exposures during military service in Southwest Asia and certain other areas. 

Any Veteran who was previously denied service-connection for any of these six conditions but had 

symptoms manifest within 10 years of military service would need to file another claim. Be sure to 

use VA Form 20-0995, “Decision Review Request: Supplemental Claim” when filing. The claim form 

should include the name of the medical condition and also specify that the medical condition is being 

claimed due to in-service exposure to environmental hazards. 

VA is committed to assisting Veterans who may have been exposed to hazardous materials during their 

military service. 

Be sure to stay plugged in to www.va.gov for the most recent developments around environmental haz-

ards; VA is constantly conducting research and surveillance, as well as reviewing scientific literature for 

conditions that may be related to exposure during military service. 

If you feel you have a chronic condition attributed to an in-service exposure, we highly encourage you 

to file a claim. For more in-

formation about VA benefits 

and eligibility, or how to file a 

claim, Veterans and survivors 

can visit VA’s website 

at www.va.gov or call toll-

free at 1-800-827-1000. 
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Vietnam Veterans of America 

If you are a Vietnam Era Veteran and live in one of 

these counties, please contact the President for in-

formation as to how to join 

                           Chapter/President/email/Location 

1046   Albert White                                                             

1048   Bob Adkins      adk123robert@outlook.com  

1059   Dave Treffinger     dtreffinger433@msn.com    

1084   Bill Jefferson             bill_jefferson@comcast.net   

1088   Roy (Corky) Rudd           corkstopper50@yahoo.com; Nassau 

1092   Forest Hope                       foresthope@usa.net; Gainesville 

1134   Marvin Lagle                     mdlagle@gmail.com; Baker  

Veterans Council of Clay 

County: 

President: Ansil Lewis 

Meeting day is the same, first 

Wednesday of the month, but 

the location is changed to Clay 

County Administration Build-

ing, 1st floor conference 

room, 477 Houston St., Green 

Cove Springs, FL 32043. 

Meeting start at 11 a.m. 
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Veterans Councils of Northeast Florida  

      BAKER COUNTY  

      President: Larry Porterfield  

      Meetings: 

      Second Thursday of each month  

      Location:  

      MacClenny Primitive Baptist Church  

      Fellowship Hall on North Boulevard  

                 Time : 1800 (6pm)  

 

CLAY COUNTY     DUVAL COUNTY     

President: Harry Silvers     President  

Meetings:      Meetings: 

First Wednesday of each month    Third Tuesday of each month 

Location:      Location: 

American Legion Post 250    American Legion Post 37 

3939 County Rd 218     Main Building 

Middleburg, FL 32068      San Juan Avenue   

Time: 1400 (2pm)     Tome: 1900 (7 pm) 

 

NASSAU COUNTY     St. Johns County 

President: Mike Doran     President: Bill Dudley 

Meetings:      Meetings: 

First Thursday of each month    Last Thursday of each month 

Location:      Location:  

American Legion Post 54    Health & Human Services building 

626 South 3rd St     Muscovy room, 1st floor 

Fernandina Beach fit 32034    200 San Sebastian View, St. Augustine 

Time: 1900 (7pm)     Time: 1900 (7pm) 
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The Veterans Council of St. Johns County is proud to           

announce that it has modernized its website and created        

a Facebook page. 

We are inviting all veterans to visit our website at:                          

NEW  http://www.veteranscouncilsjc.org  

The Veterans Council will post items of interest to 

all veterans, post pictures, articles, flyers, events, 

etc.  We will post our meetings dates and keep 

you informed about events at the Jacksonville 

and St. Augustine National Cemeteries. 

          Please join our group on Facebook at:       

                http://veteranscouncilsjc.org  

 

           Please select Join the Group to become a member 

. 

Once you have joined the Veterans Council Facebook group you 

will be able to post your meetings, pictures, articles, fund raisers, 

etc. It will be your common site to go to and see what’s happening. 

The website and Facebook page were updated and created so 

that there would be a central place to list all veterans activities in 

NE FL. 

You may have noticed the Veterans Council’s new logo, it was 

created by Roy Havekost. 

He can be contacted at webmaster@veteranscouncilsjc.org 

 

 

mailto:http://www.veteranscouncilofstjohns.org
http://veteranscouncilsjc.org
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 The Veterans Council of St. Johns County welcomes 

article submissions from all County Veterans & 

organizations. Articles should be of interest to all and 

veterans related. Submissions may be edited &/or 

shortened and used if space permits. 

Send to:  rothfeldm@gmail.com  

  
 
 

The Veterans Council of St. Johns County, Inc. is a        
Not For Profit Florida Corporation. 

 

Our formation date was July 4, 2001 in a proclamation 
issued by the St. Johns County Commissioners. It is 
composed of representatives of the various veterans' 
organizations within St. Johns County. 
 

The Veteran's Council will work with city and county 
governments and other local organizations to achieve 
the mutual goal to provide a central agency to assist in 
the coordination and presentation of matters concerning 
veterans and veterans activities in St. Johns County. 
 

The Veteran's Council will endeavor to precipitate, stim-
ulate and assist various organizations as they perform 
patriotic events. One of the major purposes is the pro-
motion and education of national patriotic matters. 
 

The St. Johns County Veterans Council meets the 

last Thursday of the month at 7 pm. 

 The Veterans Council will meet at the Coun-

ty Health & Human Services Building,       

200 San Sebastian View 

Auditorium, 1st floor 

Veterans Council of  St. Johns County,     

“Helping  All Veterans” 

Veterans Service Office 
 200 San Sebastian View, Suite 1400         

St. Augustine, FL 32084 

(physical location) 
The VSO Office is located in the St. Johns County Health and  

Human Services Building.  
 

The office is open from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. daily, 
Monday through Friday excluding holidays. 

  

Service is by appointment. 
Phone: 904-209-6160   Fax: 904-209-6161 

Joseph McDermott, VSO 

Travis Neidig, Assistant VSO 

Angela McKenzie, Assistant VSO 

Lori Chapman, Assistant VSO 

Anna Marie Scott, Office Specialist 

The views expressed in The Patriot Reader Newsletter articles, submissions and spotlights 

are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the views of the Veterans Council of 

St. Johns County or the editors of The Patriot Reader. It is the purpose of this periodical to 

share a variety of information that pertain to local veterans and their organizations.  


