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From Veterans Council Chairman Bill Dudley

Fellow Veterans,

The Veterans Council has
launched our 2023 Wreaths
Across America program for
this year. Wreaths are now
on sale and can be purchased
by filling out the WAA spon-
sorship form and mailing it
to our PO Box 2117, St.
Augustine, Fl. 32085 along
with a check made out to
Woreaths Across America.
The price of a wreath has
increased slightly this year
from $15 to $17. Ifyou pur-
chase two wreaths you still
will receive three. The order
form appears in this edition
of The Patriot Reader or by
contacting Jerry Hanchett,
WAA Committee Chairman
at 904-347-8293 or me at
904-806-4712. The WAA
wreath laying ceremony will
take place this year on
Dec.16, 2023 at the St. Au-
gustine National Cemetery.
The program will begin at
12 noon. Volunteers will be
needed to help unload the
truck at 10 AM. Our guest
speaker for this year’s cere-
mony will be Sheriff Rob
Hardwick.

Recently, the Jacksonville Na-
tional Cemetery Support
Committee announced the
need to purchase a new golf
cart for the Jacksonville La-
dies. These ladies accompany
the families of every veteran
that is interred at JNC. A golf
cart is the only means they
have of moving between inter-
ment sites. Burials are sched-
uled approximately every 30
minutes during the day. The
cost of a new golf cart to re-
place the old one is approxi-
mately $12,000. The Support
Committee has raised nearly
$8000. Our Council donated
$4500 this week in order to
meet the goal and place an or-
der for the golf cart.

Be sure to put Friday, Dec. 8,
2023 on your calendar. That

evening, World renowned

Global Walk, Inc. will host the

World Changers Concert at

the St. Augustine Amphithea-
ter featuring The Long Run /
Eagles Tribute Band. Tickets

are now on sale at the Amphi-
theater box office or online at
www.theamp.com. Also, the

guest speaker will be Karen

Vaugh, a Gold Star mother and

author of the bestseller book,
World Changer, the story of
her son, Navy Seal Aaron

Vaughan who was killed in ac-

Michael Rothfeld, Editor

October 2023
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tion in the Tangi River Valley

in Afghanistan on Aug. 6,
2011 when a Chinook heli-
copter with 29 other service
members , was shot down
from the sky while rushing
into battle. All perished. You
don’t want to miss this con-
cert and some of the proceeds
will go to help homeless vet-
erans in our area.

If you haven’t put Nov.11 on
your calendar, now is the time
to do it. We have an excellent
Veterans Day Program lined
up to be presented at Anasta-
sia Baptist Church with our
featured speaker for this
year’s program, The Adjutant
General of the State of Flori-
da, Maj. General John Haas.
The theme for this year’s pro-
gram is The Global War on
Terrorism. I look forward to

seeing you there.

Thank you for your service.
Respectfully, Bill Dudley
Chairman, Veterans Council
of St. Johns County, Inc.




The Veterans Council of St. Johns
County meets on the last Thursday of
the month, all are invited to attend.
We meet at the County Health & Hu-

man Services Building, 200 San Sebas-

tian View, at 7 pm in the Muscovy room.

Upcoming Speakers
September 28
Maj. Zach Malamud, “Marine For Life Network”
and

Mike O’Brien, Director of Development, 5 Star Veterans Center

October 26
Lynn Geiser, Peer to Peer Therapeutic Art Program
for Military Women and
Carl Cricco, CEO K9s For Warriors

November 30
Don Kabrich, a local veteran climbs Mt Everest in 2023

and Jennifer Jenkins, Wounded Warrior Project

December 28
Joseph Pearce,Wish for Our Heroes

January 25, 2024

Dennis Graves, CJ3 Foundation




Veterans Day Ceremony November 11
Please Join us as we Honor our Veterans

Veterans Day in St. Augustine, Saturday November 11, at An-
astasia Baptist Church, 1650 A1A S, as we all celebrate and

honor our veterans.

Hosted by the Veterans Council of St. Johns County along with the Military Of-

ficers Association of America, Ancient City Chapter.

The Atrium doors open at 9am. On display in the Atrium will be the Traveling
Vietnam and War on Terror Walls, and Oover 40 display tables from local Not for
Profits, Military Groups, any many more military displays.

The Veterans Day Ceremony will start promptly at 11:00 am.

The Keynote speaker is MG John Haas, Adjutant General FLANG.
Patriotic entertainment by the St. Augustine High School Chorale.
This is a free event with plenty of onsite free parking.

Questions: rothfeldm(@gmail.com
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STJOHNS COUNTY 2023
VETERANS DAY CELEBRATION

Saturday, November 11", Anastasia Baptist Church.
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Keynote speaker:
Major General John Haas, The Adjutant General of Florida.

The St. Johns Center for the Arts Chamber Singers. Static Displays.
Video collage. Traveling Vietnam and Global War On Terrorism walls.

With special recognition of our l ]
“Global War On Terrorism?” veterans.

< Doors open 9 AM. Program begins at 11 AM.
1650 A1A South (on Anastasia Island). Free parking on site.

Organized by the St. Johns County VeteransCouncil
Info at: rothfeldm@gmail.com




ST. JOHNS COUNTY VETERANS DAY CELEBRATION

11 NOVEMBER, 2023
ANASTASIA BAPTIST CHURCH

This year we especially recognize all those who donned the uniform
during the “Global War On Terrorism.” The shock and anger arising in
millions of Americans in the aftermath of the 9/11 twin tower strikes
were reminiscent of those after the Pearl Harbor attack, sixty years
earlier. In both cases, a vicious war of global dimensions followed.
Notably, as in all previous generations, millions of Americans left their
homes to rally round the flag and shield their country from the further
danger sure to follow. The 20™ century WWII ended relatively quickly. The 21* century
war on terrorism stretched over two decades, yet we note with special pride that the
millions of American women and men who participated in it were all volunteers,
including hundreds of thousands from Florida. Here, the 53" Infantry Brigade Combat
Team has just completed training at Ft. Hood Texas in early 2010 before deploying 7,000
miles east for combat duty in Iraq.

While the anti-terror mission continues in far flung crisis areas around the globe, with
this year’s withdrawal of troops from Afghanistan major combat forces have returned
once more to their homeland. It is now time to recognize the sacrifices all those in
uniform made, whether at home or deployed abroad. Join

Anastasia Baptist Church, 1650 A1A South. l l

On Anastasia Island. Free parking on site.

Doors to exhibits open 9 AM. -

Program begins 1100. ‘

Info at: rothfeldm@gmail.com

Organized by:
The St. Johns County Veterans Council




Sponsereed wreaths are placed on grave markers at state and national
veterans' cemeterias, &8s well as at local and community cemeteries each
Decamber for National Wreathe Across America Day.

Your donation will ensure the placement of a veteran's wreath for one or
more veterans laid to rest at the participating location of your choice.

QOO

WREATHS across AMERICA

2023 Wreath Sponsorship Order Form

Al sponsonsd veleran wreaths are shpped qir

sponscr on this o

m. Wraathz are not 3l

CHECKS LE T!
WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA

SEND TO:
VETERANS COUNCIL OF ST JOHNS COUNTY
PO.Box 2117
St. Augustine, FL 32085

questions? Call 904-347-8293

SPONSORSHP TYPE PRICE ' QUANTITY | TOTAL For quicker processing and the convenience of paying with a credit card, debit card,
e kit Google Pay, or PayPal, vateran wreaths may be sponsored online by scanning the QR
ndividual » 1 Wresth 700 | Code above or by visiting: www wreathsacrossamericsorg FLOOED
Family = 4 Wreaths a0 Acs
Small Business = 10
Wreatha viTece
If you prefer to pay with a check, please completes this form and mall it along with your
Cormporats = 100 Wreaths | $1.700.00
/] chack to Wreaths Across America at the address listed in the box above,
CHECK # CHECK DATE SPONSOR NAME FOR DISPLAY
if diferant then name on chack
GROUP ID(s) FLOOSBO EMAIL ADDRESS
LOCATION
Fl
ID(s) LSNSA PHONE #
DOLLAR
AMOUNTS(s) MAILING ADDRESS

To spit your donalion belween mulliple groups and/or locations, please ist the [Ds and dollar amounts for gach.

SPECIAL REQUESTS
IN MEMORY OF | The *In Memory OF Name :JFNONOR Ann-_l‘.:"mmmdm
i ‘A::m?m REQUEST America letting them know of your
Remember Wall along with donason of sponsored vewwan
your parsonel message wreaths in their hanor
RECIPIENT
NAME FOR
MEMORY WALL HANE B |
POST REG
SPONSCR o
EMAIL ADDRESS >
ADDRESS MESSAGE
MESSAGE ¢
(optional)

Thank you for supporting our mission to REMEMBER, HONOR, and TEACH!




'‘DANNY GARCIA WALKING MAN
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EXPEHIENEE THE EAGLES
TICKETS ON SALE NOW
AT ST. AUGUSTINE AMPHITHEATRE BOX OFFICE OR ONLINE AT WWW.THEAMP.COM
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The World Changers Concert is Fri., Dec 8th at 6:30pm at the The St. Augustine Amphitheatre to honor
and thank God, veterans, first responders, and their families. Guests of honor include Gold Star families
who have lost military family members in the line of duty, to acknowledge their loss, grief, and continued

healing.

The concert event will feature a favorite central Florida band, The Long Run (TLR), an Eagles tribute
band. Event guest speaker is national bestseller Karen Vaughn, author of “World Changer”, the story of
her son, Navy Seal Aaron Vaughn.

If you are interested in donating or sponsoring seats for our worthy vets, first responders, and families,

please contact Director Chuck Burke at flaburke(@hotmail.com.

Event Page: https: // thegarcias.cc/

Buy Event Tickets: http_s: // Www.theamp.com/ .../ detail/ the—World—changers—concert

Tickets on sale @ The AMP Box Office
or www.theamp.com

e
[a]

— b

Chuck Burke 321-693-3451
Jackie Garcia 703-615-9006
Danny Garcia 571-422-0963

email: globalwalk?@gmail.com

www.globalwalk.cc


mailto:flaburke@hotmail.com
https://thegarcias.cc/
https://www.theamp.com/.../detail/the-world-changers-concert

National POW/MIA Recognition Day

In the United States, National POW /MIA Recognition Day is observed on
the third Friday in September. It honors those who were prisoners of war and
those who are still missing in action. It is most associated with those who

were POWs during the Vietnam War.

The Veterans Council of St Johns County recognizing the many hardships,
bravery and sacrifices of our POWs produced the documentary “Prisoners of

War: Stolen Freedom”, which has been broadcast on PBS.
This documentary features the heroic stories of 4 of our local veterans.
Prisoners of War: Stolen Freedom

"Prisoners of War: Stolen Freedom” compares the stories of four American
servicemen through their time as prisoners of war in three major 20th centu-
ry conflicts; World War II, Korea and the Vietnam war. Their stories are sup-
ported by archival motion pictures and photographs obtained at the US Na-
tional Archives as well as through sketches and memorabilia collected by each
of the men. Their stories are less about atrocity than they are about the sur-
vival of the human spirit and the camaraderie that helped each man survive
years of incarceration. Each story is followed by spectacular recounts of their
days of release. Produced by Michael Rothfeld, Bill Dudley and the Veterans
Council of St. Johns County, directed by Eric Flagg"

Below is a link to the FLL PBS website.

http: / / WWW. ﬂoridastoriesofservice.org/ prisoners-of—war-stolen—freedom


http://www.floridastoriesofservice.org/prisoners-of-war-stolen-freedom

William Ingram
us Navy
Seaman Second Class

World War 11

Richard Bassett
us Army
Corporal

Korean War

Dr Hal Kushner
us Army
Colonel

Vietnam War

Giles Norring-

ton
us Navy
Captain

Vietnam War
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From Suzanne Hoff Ogawa

Mission POW MIA created this poster with pictures
of our loved ones still missing from the Vietnam War.
We will never stop trying to bring our loved one’s

home.
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Stories of Service: Paddleboarding with Wounded Warrior Project

Wounded Warrior Project gave local veterans the opportunity to clear their minds and enjoy an after-

noon of paddleboarding in Fernandina Beach.
Author: Rich Donnelly, First Coast News (OnYour Side)

FERNANDINA BEACH, Fla. — First Coast News is proud to
share the Stories of Service of the brave men and women who

wear the uniforms of our armed forces. And we're also proud

to showcase the great opportunities available to those service

members when they come home from the service.

Wounded Warrior Project is a national non—profit charity that supports veterans and active duty service

members in a variety of ways from counseling, job placement and, for at least one day, paddleboarding.

"It's one of those days that you're able to get out of bed and feel alive, you get to go in the water and feel
the ocean breeze, the wind and water, you can smell it and enjoy everything about it," said one Warrior
who took part in the paddleboarding event. Wounded Warrior Project helped coordinate the event for
more than a dozen veterans to paddle from Fernandina Beach to the Cumberland Island National Sea-
shore. "We'll get ready to launch here in about 15-20 minutes, time for the tide to change on us but we

do have the wind at our back," said one of the paddleboarding instructors.

"We're today going out on paddleboarding with Jeff from Latitude 29," said one of the Warriors, "it's

one of those things that gives you peace and calm and helps you with your mindset."
Peace and calm is not easily achieved by many veterans who return from active duty.

"In 2012 I did try to commit suicide," said one of the Warriors, "depression, PTSD, everything along
those lines, but Wounded Warrior Project, I keep coming back because it's a foundation where other

veterans come around and just be, no questions of what's wrong with you, just enjoy one another's com-
pany."
Another step closer to calm with every stroke of the paddle. "From 2006 when I was injured in Iraq

Wounded Warrior Project has been there for me since day 1 and any event that I can support, I'll be

there," said one of the Warriors.

Wounded Warrior Project is celebrating its 20th anniversary of serving veterans and their families.
They're also based in Jacksonville and more information about programs that they offer can be found on

their website.

If you have a Story of Service that you would like us to profile, send us an email to storiesof-

service(@firstcoastnews.com
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From UNF, Captain Bob Buehn

Thankful to all who came to Combat Paper Workshop and had a life changing ex-
perience—community building, healing, reaching out, offering support! People
make wars. Rags make paper. I make things happen with the support of many!
Thank you Drew Francis Cameron, (@ combatpaper, thank you RP, thank you
(@unfmvre, thank you all administrators and colleagues that came to the print-
shop to support this workshop and launching of UNF papermaking! Thank you
veterans for sharing your stories and for your service. Thank you students for
spending your weekend making paper and helping me facilitate this experience.

In gratitude! Onward!

13



& ’your story matters!

Combat Paper® is a [umd papermakmg workshop SeSSIOI'I One

facilitated by artist and Iraq war veteran Drew Francis -
Cameron that tea,d%& veterans to make paper from Friday, September _15
United States military uniforms. 2 p.m. Presentation

Fridays: Coq'ﬂ‘pt l’aper"i> Pro;ect Process, and Practice. 33,00, Becaking Rag

5-6 p.m. Artist Talk
/s and Sundays WOrkshops will cover the
aspects of traditional hand papermaking Saturday, September 16
ues and rendering fabric into pulp and paper. 10-6 p.m.
ants will create artwork on freshly formed Papermaking/Printmaking
of paper using an mnovatwe pulp stencil

By o Sunday, September 17

" g process. : < 10-4 p.m.

You ar@velcome to register for one or two sessions and Papermaking/Printmaking
bring your own or use our donated -uniforms. Bring .

photos, drawings, maps, and Writmgs —to mcorporate SESSIO" TWO

in the paperyou will create. Friday, November 3

Combat Paper® at combjatpaper.org 2 p.m. Presentation

3-5 p.m. Breaking Rag

Department of Art, Art History, and Design 5-6 p.m. Artist Talk

UNF Printmaking Studio Rty N
Building 45/Room 1603 g % 10-6 p.m.
SCAN 10 REGISTER : g Papermaking/Printmaking

Sunday, November 5

A 7 10-4 p.m.
& p 7 | \ - Papermaking/Printmaking

m;aL;yalnd]vlewmns No previous experience necessary!
More info: (904) 620-5131 | a.j.felix@unf.edu

All events are free and open to the public
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COLLEGE FOR THEIR CHILDREN

Children of Fallen Patriots Foundation provides college scholarships and
educational counseling to military children, from all branches, who lost a
parent in the line of duty.

We cover all college-related costs and there is a big need for our services
as the VA does not cover the full cost of college. There is a $25,000
average gap to cover one student for four years and we need your help.

Scan here to support To mail a contribution, please send checks to:
the children of those Children of Fallen Patriots Foundation
ATTN: Courtney Nyren
who made the 1818 Library Street, Suite 500
ultimate sacrifice. Reston, VA 20190

() wivioron
FALLENPATRIOTS.ORG Fout St Chary
Thank you for your support of our mission. CFC #69859 Garvanronrin s 100%

sing is 2022
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2023 RIVERWOOD MEN’S CLUB CHARITY GOLF EVENT
BENEFITTING
VETERANS COUNCIL OF ST. JOHNS COUNTY
AT WORLD GOLF VILLAGE, SLAMMER & SQUIRE ON 11/13/2023
SPONSORSHIPS

1. Platinum Sponsor - $2500. Complimentary entry for a four person Qoif
tearn, individual banner at registration table and awards luncheon, individual
corporate business lable al awards luncheon, business fiyer/brochuwe in
reqistration hag, hole sponsorship sign, special invite to Veterans Councll VIP
events, recognition on all tournament fiyers and the main sponsor banner,
special recognition in all media events.

2. Gold Sponsor - $1500. Complimentary entry for two players, individual
banner at registration table, business fiyerbrochure in the registration bag and
al the awards luncheon, hole sponsorship sign, special invite o Veterans
Council VIP evenls, recognition on all tournament fiyers and the main sponsor

banner.
3. Tournament Special Events Sponsor - $500
*Registration Gift Bag Sponsor
*Beverage Sponsor
’ ,v erwo *Luncheon Sponsor
(&1: Oqf‘ *Team Prize Sponsor
. B *Putting Contest
\ *Closet-to-Pin (CTP) Contest
y 4 *Special Team CTP Contest
o Individual sign at location of event sponsorad, hole sponsorship sign, business
Men’s Club fiyer/brochure at awards luncheon, recognition on all tournament fiyers and the
main sponsor banner.
PONTE VEDRA. FL 4. Hole Sponsor - $175. Sponsorship sign at one hole, recognition on alf

tournament fiyers and the main sponsor banner.

5. Gift donations - Gifls suitable as prizes for tournament compeltition and for
sifentiive auctions and raffles will racelve speclal recognition on all tournament
fiyers and the main sponsar banner.

Sponsor/Donation Info
Business or Individual Name:
Contact Phone /Email:
Sponsorship Type {See Above):
Gift ltem/Value of Donation:

Sponsorship/Donation Contacts: Jim Monahan, jimmonahan237(@ gmail com
Please make checks payable to: Veterans Council of $t. Johns County

Note: Please indicate in the check memo line “Veterans Council of St. Johns County
Charity Golf Event
Mail to: Jim Monahan, 118 Goldenrod Park Road, Ponte Vedra, FL. 32081

Thank you for your generous donation that will help improve the quality
of our Veterans Lives

Donors will veceive a letter from the charity documenting the value of their danation afier
conclusion of the event
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There was NO meeting of the
Veterans Council of St. Johns
County in August because of

the Hurricane.



Official Home of Florida National Guard Family Programs

Who wants to dress up and give out candy to Guard Kids? We need
you! Come be a part of our epic event. Email us with questions on how

to register your trunk : ﬂngyouthprogram@gmail.com

ST. FRANCIS
BPARRACKS
PARKING LOT

.

52 MARINE ST

ST. AUGUSTINE, ommullh
FL. 328984 ' |

ARRIVE AT 3:00 TO PARK
AND DECORATE YOUR TRUNK

R e e

EVENT IS 3:30-5PM.

% VOLUNTEERS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR PROVIDING
YOUR OWN DECORATIONS AND CANDY

REGISTER TO VOLUNTEER oS
HTTPS://FLNGCYP.CAMPMANAGEMENT.COM/ENROLL
SCROLLTO “TRUNK OR TREAT VOLUNTEER"”

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: 904.599.5472
OR EMAIL FLNCYOUTHPROGRAM@GMAIL.COM

18
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You’'ve made our country

A BETTER PLACE.

Enjoy your well-earned retirement at Silver Creek.

Thank you veterans for your service and sacrifice! At Silver
Creek, you can live life as you choose with greater freedom,
comfort and independence through the unique living options
at our community - including independent concierge living,
assisted living, enhanced assisted living and memory care.

Discover first-class amenities, holistic wellness programming,
gourmet all-day dining and vibrant activities while enjoying
camaraderie and friendship at our close-knit community.

Call 800-821-8170 to schedule a tour and learn more.

s

SILVERTCREEK

THE FUTURE OF SENIOR LIVING

165 Silver Lane | St. Augustine, FL 32084 | SilverCreekRetirement.com

Independent Concierge Living — Assisted Living

Memory Care — Short-Term Stays

Assisted Living Facility 8129238




Explore VA benefits and health care, https://www.va.gov

Health care

Apply for VA health care, find out how to access ser-

vices, and manage your health and benefits online.

Disability
File a claim for disability compensation for conditions related to your
military service, and manage your benefits over time.

Education and training

Apply for and manage your GI Bill and other education benefits to help

pay for college and training programs.
Careers and employment

Apply for vocational rehabilitation services, get support for your Veteran-

owned small business, and access other career resources.
Pension

Apply for rnonthly payments for wartime Veterans and survivors with

limited or no income who meet certain age and disability requirements.
Housing assistance

Find out if you're eligible for a VA-backed home loan. If you have a ser-
vice-connected disability, see if you qualify for a housing grant to help

you live more independently.

20



https://www.va.gov

Life insurance

Explore VA life insurance options for Veterans, service members, and
families. Manage your policy online, file claims for benefits, and access

helpful resources.
Burials and memorials

Get help planning a burial in a VA national cemetery, order a headstone or
other memorial item to honor a Veteran's service, and apply for survivor

and dependent benefits.
Records

Apply for a printed Veteran ID card, get your VA benefit letters and medi-

cal records, and learn how to apply for a discharge upgrade.
Service member benefits

Find out what benefits you may be eligible for during service and which

time-sensitive benefits to consider when separating or retiring,
Family member benefits

Learn about the benefits you may quality for as a spouse, dependent, or
survivor. And find out what you're eligible for as a family member caring

for a Veteran with disabilities.
VA department information

Learn more about the VA departments that manage our benefit and health

care
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From Veterans Council Chairman Bill Dudley, as of Sept. 1, 2023
Update on Veteran homeless in St Johns County

The count of Veteran’s without housing at the time of last year’s stand down was
approximately 38 Veterans. Out of the 38 Veterans, only about 9 showed up for
the stand down last year. The reason for the low turn out then is because those 38
Veterans were all engaged in case management services and working on housing
placements. A majority of those Veterans at that time were able be placed in hotel
rooms while waiting on housing assistance due to special funding that came

through because of Covid. This accounted for the low turn out at the stand down.

San Marcos Heights, an income-based apartment complex, opened up shortly af-
ter the stand down and we were able to place 13 Veterans without housing there.

In January of 2023, the VA conducted a count of our homeless Veteran population
and at that time there were 24. These 24 Veterans were all engaged with case

management services to assist them in getting into permanent housing.

As of this date, we have approximately 12 homeless veterans that are all working
with case managers for housing assistance. We have another income-based apart-
ment complex opening up currently, Victoria’s Crossing, and we have 10 units
that are set aside for Veteran’s preference there. St Johns Housing Partnership is
opening Patriot Place soon and we are working on completing applications for
Veteran’s to be housed there now. We will be able to house 6 Veterans at Patriot

Place.

The VA and community partners are making great strides in efforts to reach our
homeless Veterans in St Johns County. These include VA has outreach workers
that begin the process of approval for Hud VASH and other appropriate housing
opportunities, Changing Homelessness, The Veteran’s Service Office, Home Again

and The Society of St Augustine Street Outreach Team who seeks out homeless
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Veterans and connects them to needed resources. These Veterans are connected

tohealth, counseling and other resources while working on housing goals.

Because of the amazing work that is being done to reach out to our homeless Vet-
erans, they are being connected to resources more quickly at this time. Commu-
nity agencies are working tirelessly to help end the homeless situation in St Johns
County and expect to be at functional zero by December of this year which means

3 or less homeless Veterans identified in St Johns County.

Since the need for a Veteran Stand Down is very low at this time, the Veteran’s
service office will continue to have military surplus on hand at the VSO as well as
a well-stocked food pantry for those that are in need. Our Veteran Homeless Co-
ordinator assists with connecting Veterans to housing and other resources as need-
ed and is able to deliver supplies to them or will work with other VA and Chang-
ing Homelessness case managers to ensure they have clothing, shoes, bicycles,
food, hygiene items and other surplus while they work on being qualified for

housing assistance.

There are other plans in place currently for a Day Center that will provide home-
less with laundry and shower facilities. This facility will also provide a place for
case managers to meet with the homeless and provide resources to them. There
are other projects and plans being discussed and that will assist our homeless pop-

ulation even more in the near future.

We are grateful for the amazing support from our wonderful volunteers who do-
nate food to our pantry, refurbished bicycles, gas and food gift cards and other
items that meet the immediate needs of our brothers and sisters. Thank you for

your support!

23




Room 7 had the first organized church service to be held in the prisons of North

Vietnam. Permission was asked for by Stockdale, and twice denied by the Camp

Commander. The room was warned not to do it.

Room 7 decided to do it any-

Way.

Ringleaders, Risner, Coker
and Rutledge were led out of
the room with guards at each

arm ( they were headed for
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ROOM 7 DECDED T

RINOLEADERS. RISNEZR. COKER AND RUTLEOGE WERE LED OUT OF THE ROOM WITH OUARDS
ATE THEY WERE HEADED F E HEARTBREAX HOTEL
TARY CONFINEMENT AND LOTS NISHMENT |
BUD DAY WAS THE ONE WHO THEN JUMPED UP DN HIS BED AND STARTED TD SN
“THE NATIONAL ANTHEM

ROBBIE LATER RECALLED HIS THOUGHTS AS HIS ROOMMATES BURST OUT N SONG
"I FELT LIKE NNE FEET TALL AN 0 BEAR HUNTING WITH A SWITCH.”

THIRTY ONE YEARS LATER, ON NOVEMBE 001 A NNE-FOOT TALL BRONZE STATLE
OF BRIGADER GENERAL ROBMSON RISHER. USAF.
WOULD BE DEDICATED OK THE CENTRAL PLAZA OF THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE ACADEMY.

= ==

Thirty one years later, on November 16, 2001 a nine-foot tall bronze statue of

Brigadier General Robinson Risner, USAF, would be dedicated on the central pla-
za Of the United States Air Force Academy.
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This Is How 'RED Friday' Became aThing and Why It Still Matters Today

We Are The Mighty | By Eric Milzarski

It's a tiny act that means much more than people seem to realize. On Fridays,
civilians back home wear an article of red clothing — a shirt, a tie, anything
— as a reminder to all to Remember Everyone Deployed.These Fridays be-

came known as R.E.D. Friday.

Today, you'll see this tradition honored by most AAFES workers, military fam-
ily members, and supporters of the troops, but it actually got its start about a

dozen years ago. Let's talk about how this patriotic way of showing your sup-

port for the troops that are in harm's way got started and why it's an im-

portant movement.

If every one of our members shares this with other acquaintances, fellow
workers, friends, and neighbors, I guarantee that it will not be long before
the USA will be covered in RED — and make our troops know there are many
people thinking of their well-being. You will feel better all day Friday when
you wear RED!

Now, there's no telling if this chain email tactic is really what got people
wearing red on Fridays, but if it was, it has to be one of the only times that

people actually read one of those chain emails.

For once, we're lucky that forwards from grandma don't get filtered directly

into spam...

In March, 2006, another more-tangible movement began in Canada that im-
plored subscribers to wear red to support the troops who are deployed. Now,
there's no telling if this movement got its start from the previously-
mentioned email chain, but they do credit it as being an "American initia-

Military spouses Lisa Miller and Karen Boier organized an event and rallied
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many of their fellow Canadians to show up wearing red. While the "RED" is
the color that fits the acronym, it also happens to work perfectly with the Ca-

nadian ﬂag.

These events gathered steam and grew continuously until, eventually, its reach
extended all the way up to the Canadian Prime Minister, Stephen Harper.

On Sept 23rd, 2006, Harper led a rally of thousands in a show of solidarity for
the Canadian soldiers deployed to Afghanistan as part of the Global War on

Terrorism.

The tradition may not entirely be an American concept, but the sentiment is
the same. Our brothers to the North still have troops in harm's way, too. (Air

Force photo by Justin Connaher)

RED Fridays seem to wax and wane in terms of popularity among civilians, but
the core of the movement is important: to Remember Everyone Deployed.The
Global War on Terrorism is now officially older than troops eligible to enlist
and serve in that same war — it's important to remember that we've still got

men and women out there ﬁghting for us.

It's not hard to show your support for the troops: Simply pick something red
from your wardrobe and be ready to wear it on Friday, volunteer your time or-
ganizing care packages for troops who still need essential items, or write a de-
ployed troop. I know from personal experience that every letter I received
was a boost to morale that I hap-
pily honored with a reply. Simple

gestures gO a lOl’lg way.

Remember everyone deployed.

@ ¢

| W= SUPPORT \Th
& our o
ITROOpg B3
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SMOKY, THEWAR DOG

Smoky was probably born in 1943. The tiny York-
shire Terrier was found by American soldiers in
an abandoned fox hole on the island of New

Guinea. He weighed about 4 pounds and was 7 ,

Wynne for $6. They became fast friends. Wynne " N ¥

was an airman. He slept on a blanket in Wynne’s tent. Wynne shared his ra-
tions with the little dog. He went on 12 reconnaissance and rescue missions.
He survived 150 air raids and a typhoon on Okinawa. He once saved Wynne's
life when he warned him of a Japanese shell that ended up killing or wounding
eight other men. His greatest feat was pulling a telegraph wire through a 70-
foot pipe. It was a tight fit and very scary, but Smoky made it through, saving

a lot of time and a dangerous task for engineers.

Wynne would bring Smoky to hospitals. In one of them, his presence caused
an uncommunicative PTSD patient to start talking. He also entertained
groups of soldiers like a very tiny USO show. Smoky had a lot of tricks that he
could do. When the war ended, he returned home to America and quickly be-
came a national celebrity. He toured the U.S. for many years and appeared on
TV doing his tricks. He also was a common sight at veterans’ hospitals. One
of his tricks was walking a tightrope blindfolded. He is considered to be the
first therapy dog. He died in 1957. In 2022, he was awarded the Animals in
War and Peace Distinguished Service Medal. He was the first dog to receive

the newly created medal to honor valorous animals.
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Marine Corps League - Jacksonville

You're invited: Memorial

S

Jacksonville community partners,

Please join Marine Corps League of
Jacksonville for a special dedication to honor
all past, present and future Marines, FMF
Navy Corpsman and FMF Navy Chaplains.

October 21, 2023 at 0930

Dedication and celebration: Jacksonville
National Cemetery

4083 Lannie Rd., Jacksonville, FL 32218

Guest Speaker: LtGen Richard T. Tryon
USMC Ret., Deputy Commandant for Plans,
Policies and Operations

Post dedication reception:
Lannie Road Baptist Church, 5998 Lannie Rd.,
Jacksonville, FL 32218
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Florida Marine Corps League Det 059
PO Box 331419
Atiantic Beach, FL 32233
Meetings: Five Star Veterans Center, 40 Acme St
0930 Breakfast 1000 meeting
www.mcljacksonville.org
1st Saturday each month

dedication ceremony

Monument supporters:
MCL Detachment Members, Bullseye Charlie Dublin
rifle auction, Shoreline Wealth Mgmt., Pesterfield
Wealth Mgmt., Vietnam Veterans of America,
Teamsters Union 512 and 947, Realco Recycling
Company, Northside Collision, Navy Federal Credit
Union, Semper Fidelis Society, Commonwealth
Roofing Co, Fleet Reserve Association Fund and Club
290, ILA Clerks and Checkers Local 1593, Ironworkers
Local 597, American Legion Post 88, Jacksonville
Skeet and Trap Club, Lake City Elks Club, Eleven
Atlantic Charities LLC, Mr. & Mrs. Aoki, Roxana
Barnes, Brenda Boone, Dorothy Brown, Mr. and Mrs.
Camara, Mr. and Mrs. Catlin, Tony D'Aleo, Jeanette
Doolittle, Keith and Ethel Enos, Joyce Enos, Sayo
Enos, Stephen Fudjinski, Barbara Grissom, Mr. and
Mrs. Hall, Kevin and Judy Hession, Mr. and Mrs.
Hufett, Brian Kennedy, Mr. and Mrs. Lacouture, Mr.
and Mrs. Lessler, Mr. and Mrs. Litchford, Mr. and Mrs.
Lung, Mr. and Mrs. McDonald, Mr. and Mrs. Charlie
Myers, Mr. and Mrs. Lanahan, Mr. and Mrs. Paulino,
Don Shugart, Mike Tessler, Janet Thomas, Mr. and
Mrs. Thomas, Mr. and Mrs. Urick, Henry Vorpe, Mr.
and Mrs. Walters, Mr. and Mrs. Wihour, Jack and
Sheila Caulkins, and others working gun show
collections.




From the St. Johns County Parks & Recreation Dept.

Do you know a Military Veteran with a *Blank Space* on their calendar? Check out our upcoming Veteran Programs
(SJC Parks and Recreation’s Version).

Veteran Fishing: Don’t be overwhelmed by fishing regulations, *Shake It Off* and learn all about Keeping It Legal in
September. Then join us to explore the *Wonderland* of Surf Fishing in October!

Veteran Art: Discover your artistic *Style* and try out a different art medium every month. Upcoming programs include

Print Making and Pumpkin Painting!

Veteran Kayaking: *] Know Places* for some great wildlife viewing in and *Out Of The Woods* around Hallowes Cove
and in Deep Creek this fall.

*All You Had To Do Was Stay* until the end of this post and you’d find the link for more information and program regis-
tration here: https://bit.ly/46HMhEt

ABOUT THE EVENT:

cht | PUBLIC MEDIA

Ce LD
After Action

Why "Thank youfor sz
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Talking to Dur Veterans © oo

November 6, 2023
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YOUR INVESTMENT: $2,500



https://bit.ly/46HMhEt
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| Sponsorship Packet
Sunday, October 8. 2023 at 8:00 AM

Ford on Bay West
220 E. Bay St
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Camp Lejeune Water Victims Offered Quicker Payout Option by

Navy and Justice Department

6 Sep 2023 Miltary.com |
By Rebecca Kheel

! : 3 = ) ""} x
CAMP LEJEUNE i
“HOME=OF i
‘ LXPanoNAm

Some veterans and family members sickened
during the decades of contaminated drinking
water at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, will

be able to choose to take a standard payout

from the government if they want their claims

resolved faster, the Navy and Justice Department announced Wednesday.

Under the so-called "elective option" unveiled Wednesday, claimants can get between
$100,000 and $550,000, depending on their diagnosis and how long they were ex-

posed to the toxic water.

Officials said they hope the new option will speed up processing for the tens of thou-
sands of claims that have been filed since last year and more quickly give closure to vet-

erans and others.

"The elective option is a critical step in bringing relief to qualifying claimants impacted
by the contaminated water at Camp Lejeune, who will now have an avenue for receiv-
ing quick and early resolution of claims under the Camp Lejeune Justice Act," Associ-

ate Attorney General Vanita Gupta said in a news release Wednesday.

The Camp Lejeune Justice Act, which was passed last year as part of the sweep-

ing PACT Act, created a pathway for former Marines, sailors and families poisoned by
contaminated drinking water at the military base to sue and recover damages. Those
harmed by the water can file an administrative claim with the Navy, and if the service
denies the claim or takes longer than six months to respond, they can then sue in the

U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of North Carolina.

More than 93,000 administrative claims have been filed since the law was enacted, a
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number that is expected to grow until the Aug. 10, 2024, deadline to file a claim, ofti-
cials said Wednesday. Another 1,100 lawsuits have already been filed.

To qualify for the new elective option, claimants must have specific illnesses that have
been previously linked to the chemicals at Camp Lejeune and been exposed to the wa-

ter for a specific amount of time.

Those diagnosed with kidney cancer, liver cancer, non-Hodgkin lymphoma, leukemia
and bladder cancer could receive settlements of $450,000 if they were exposed for
more than five years; $300,000 if they were exposed between one year and five years;

or $150,000 if they were exposed between 30 and 364 days.

Those suffering from multiple myeloma, Parkinson's disease, kidney disease (end stage
renal disease) or systemic sclerosis/systemic scleroderma would get settlement offers
of $400,000 for exposures of more than than five years; $250,000 for between one

years and five years of exposure; or $100,000 for exposures between 30 and 364 days.

Claims involving death would get another $100,000, according to the news release.

Officials will reach out to anyone who has already filed a claim who is eligible, the re-
lease adds. Once a settlement is offered, claimants have 60 days to accept or deny it,
and if they accept it, they can expect to get paid within 60 days, according to Navy
guidance. Claimants who deny the offer can still pursue their administrative claim or

file a lawsuit, according to the guidance.

Those who don't qualify for the elective option can still file an administrative claim or

sue, it adds.

More information on filing a Camp Lejeune water claim and the elective

option 1s available at Www.navy.mil/ clja/.
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Sth Annual

TOURNAMENT/HOLE SPONSOR PACKAGES |
AND PLAYER FEES '

D

TOURNAMENT SPONSOR $5500

PLATINUM SPONSOR

« Listed as Platinum Sponsor on:
— Hole Sponsor Signage
Tournament Program
— Facebook Event Page
Website with link to sponsor’s website
= Recognition at Tournament Award
Ceremony
« Up to Eight (8) player entries

$2500

GOLD SPONSOR

« Listed as Gold Sponsor on:

— Hole Sponsor Signage

-~ Tournament Program

— Facebook Event Page

—  Website with link to sponsor’s website
» Up to Six (6) player entries

35

N SILVER SPONSOR $1000

= Listed as Silver Sponsor on:
Hole Sponsor Signage
— Tournament Program
—  Facebook Event Page
— Website with link to sponsor’s
website

+ Up to Four (4) player entries

SINGLE PLAYER FEE
¢ Includes:
— Tournament Entry
Tournament Hat
— Dinner

$150




5t ANNUAL NATIONAL POW/MIA MEMORIAL AND MUSEUM

2023 GOLF TOURNAMENT
TOURNAMENT /HOLE SPONSORSHIP & INDIVIDUAL
REGISTRATION FORM
Hole Sponsor Information
Company Name Company Phone (__)
Company Address
City State Zip
Contact Name
Contact Phone Email
Sponsorship Level:
O Tournament Sponsor ($5500) O silver Sponsor ($1000)
O Platinum Sponsor ($2500) O single Player (5150)

O Gold Sponsor {$1500)

Donations:
O Separate donation in support of National POW/MIA Memorial and Museum $

Important Sponsorship Information:

1. Payment of sponsorship donation or player registration fee(s) can be done online at
powmiamemorial.org or mail check payable to "National POW/MIA Memorial and
Museum” to: ATTN: 2023 Golf Tournament

National POW/MIA Memorial and Museum
6112 POW-MIA Memorial Pkwy.
Jacksonville, FL 32221

2. For those sponsorship levels that include golf participation, please register each golifer
by Monday, October 23, 2023

Player 1 Name Phone (___)
Email Address

Player 2 Name Phone { )
Email Address

Player 3 Name Phone { )
Emall Address

Player 4 Name Phone { )
Email Address

*Additional players may be added on a separate sheet.
CECL FELD POWMIA MEMORML 15 A NON PROFIT CORPORATION - SECISTRATION NUNEES: CHE1563. A COPY OF THE OFF ICIAL RECETRATION AND FINANCIAL INORUATION LAY EE
CATAINED FROM THE DNSON OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLNG TOLLTREE, 000 £35 7252, WTHIN THE STATE. REGGTRATION DOES NOT NPLY ENDORSEMENT, ARPROVAL OR
RICOUNENDATON 0Y THE STATE. COCA MIT10 POMMLS NTMOAML 1= AN RS 20 1(CHY, PUBUC CHATITY ID2 31358 CONTRUBUTIONS ARE CEDUCTILE
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St. Johns County Veterans
Oral History Project

Stories of Service is an oral history

project that aims to collect,
document, and preserve the stories of
local veterans for future generations

by conducting audio interviews
with them.
If you'd like to learn more about this

project, contact Robert Covert:

004-825-2333 ext 203

robert@sahs1883.com ’
_ \ L

TN ST. AUGUSTINE|-
| HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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"Brand New Day"

Save the Date:
Quarterly Gathering

Saturday January 6th 2024

Veterans Memorial Arena
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LAW ENFORCEMENT

K3 COMPETITION

\

7 Fe g -
Sﬂ ‘0 A‘ <) va UNITED

Ao
-

SATURDAY, 1-5 P.M.

Y / NOVEMBER 18, 2023

T BISHOP KENNY ATHLETIC COMPLEX
1055 KINGMAN AVE, JACKSONVILLE, FL 32207

This event will showcase the remarkable skills of
police dogs. K? teams throughout the state will
compete in a timed obstacle course meant to
mimic situations the officers and dogs may
encounter while doing police work.

All money will benefit K9s United to help fulfill
their mission in supporting law enforcement K9
units here in NE Florida.

k9competition.eventbrite.com

$5 Adults | Kids 18 & Under FREE | FREE Parking

K-9 Photobooth | Specialized Units | Kids Activities | Food Trucks

41



* * * @O]ECT—HEIE * * *

CORNHOLE
TOURNAMENT |

COME OUT FOR FUN,
FOOD, LIVE MUSIC, CRAFT DATE

VENDORS, AND COMPETITION 10/21
AT OUR FIRST-EVER CHARITY 4

CORNHOLE TOURNAMENT FOR
OUR STRUGGLING VETERANS! 2023

REGISTRATION
DEADLINE

10/01
2023

FEE

100

PER TEAM
(16 SLOTS)

_BOONE SOUTH PARK 1.20
’ % 904-304-
3735 ST JOHNS AVE,

JACKSONVILLE, FL 32205 6228

FOR MORE INFO VISIT US AT WWW.PROJECTHELP.US




SPONSOR
PACKAGES

& & & & ¢ e 6.6 & ¢
LEGENDARY SPONSOR - S1000 - 1 SLOT

Same as Hero Sponsors
Plus 5-10 Minute Speech
And Title (Presented By Your Company)

HERO SPONSORS - 5500 - 3 SLOTS

Same as Boss Sponsors

Plus 2 Free Teams And A
3 Minute Promotional Speech

BOSS SPONSORS - 5250 - 5 SLOTS

Same as Stud Sponsors
.. Plus Logo on Marketing Material
And Signage Next to Boards

STUD SPONSORS - 5150 - 10 SLOTS

1 Free Team Ticket
Logo on Event Banner
Shoutout During Event




& & & & ¢ . e 6 6 6 ¢
- CRAFT VENDORS - S45 - 25 SLOTS

~ FOOD VENDORS - $75- 3 SLOTS
PLAYING TEARS - $100 - 16 SLOTS

PR |

. Double Elimination Bracket
~ No Reset For Going Over
Play To 21 Points |
20 Min Games




LEAVE A LEGACY

at the St Augustine Lighthouse
& Maritime Museum

Military Honor Plaza

Commemorative Brick
$300

Each brick features 3 lines of 20 characters.

We suggest that the brick include the
individual's name, rank and branch of service.
Includes a certificate suitable for framing. We
reserve the right to approve any text prior to
ordering the brick.

The St. Augustine Lighthouse & Maritime Museum is proud to announce the opening of the
Military Honor Plaza featuring commemorative bricks to honor members of the nation's
armed forces. During World War II, the St. Augustine Light Station served as a United
States Coast Guard station. Housed in the former Coast Guard Barracks built in 1941, "the
Guardians of the First Coast: Building Readiness for World War II" exhibit highlights the
history of northeast Florida in the early years of World War IL
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NATIONAL LEAGUE OF POW/MIA FAMILIES
5673 Columbia Pike, Suite 100, Falls Church, VA 22041
o, 7432 Chartered May 28, 1970 woww.pow-miafamilies.org

STATUS OF THE POW/MIA ISSUE: August 26, 2023

1,578 Americans are now listed by the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) as missing and unaccounted-
for from the Vietnam War: Vietnam - 1,238; Laos-285; Cambodia-48; Peopies Republic of China territorial waters—
7. On March 239 DPAA posted the accounting for two USAF officers, listed MIA in Vietnam on April 12, 1869,
Their identities - Colonel Emest DeSote and Captain Frederick Hall - were released on April 7, 2023,

These country numbers fluctuate due to investigations resulting in changed locations of loss. The League seeks the
fullest possible accounting for those still missing and repatriation of all recoverable remains, and the highest priority
is accounting for Americans last known alive. US intelligence indicates some Americans known to be in caplivity in
Vietnam (SRV), Laos (LPDR) and Camboedia (KOC) were not retumed at the end of the war, In the absence of

evidence o the contrary, the US Government should not rule out that possibility and should try to account for them
as a matter of highest national priority.

Vietnam established comprehensive wartime and post-war processes to collect and retain information and remains.
Thus, Vietnam's unilateral efforts still offer significant potential, especially when reinforcad by December 12, 2022,
pledges by H.E. Minister of Public Security To Lam to League Chairman Ann Mills-Griffiths to look into all categories
ralsed as needing unilateral SRV efforts.

Until the pandemic halted in-country operations, Vietnam had increased unikateral provision of long-sought archival
racords with relevant, case-related information. This was due in part to improved working-level efforts, but also to
increased bilateral relations across the board. The January 2018 League Delegation brought commitments that
offered real promise for increased success. SRV officials were participating with greater serousness and
professionalism, including Unilateral Recovery Teams (URT), led by Vietnamese, some of whom are US-trained,
Budget reductions Interfered with planning for FY2023, and only two small Joint Field Activities (JFAs) were
scheduled. With a budget plus-up, two additional JFAs were added in an effort to "increase the pace and scope of
field operations.” as requested by Vietnam since 2009. Due to improved military-to-military cooperation, US Navy
assets participated in underwater operations, as did DPAA partner, Scripps Institute of Oceanography.

After an initially tough period, JFAs in Laos began to increase productivity. Though more difficult than elsewhere,
Laos is now authonizing an increased number of US pearsonnel in-country for JFAs, allowing ground transportation to
accessible field sites, and contracting an SRV drone company to provide smaller scale, more capable technology to
pursue case-refated investigations, recently resulting in trilateral US-LPDR-SRV operations. A Lao/Cambodian
border dispute impaded field operations there but now, with no DPAA detachment in Cambodia, Stony Beach-
led/private partner operations for FY 2023 resumed and are encouraging.

DIA's Stony Beach Team: One Cambodia specialist works full ime at the US Embassy in Phnom Penh, and
research and field operations in Cambodia have receivad excellent support from US Ambassador Patrick Murphy
and Cambodian officials. US Ambassador to Laos, Dr. Peter Haymoend, is knovdedgeable and supports full use of
DIA’s Stony Beach (SB) specialist. Importantly, the LPDR authorized two additional Lao officials to work year-round
with DIA's Stony Beach POW/MIA specialist, assigned full time in-country. Although Lao officials had approved SB
field investigations outside DPAA-scheduled field operations, SB has recently been further restricted. For years, two
Stony Beach personnel have rotated on temporary duty in and out of Vietnam, collecting information via archival
research and interviewing witnesses. The League and DIA have long sought Vietnam's agreement to permanently
station a Vietnam specialist in Hanol, a proposal to which Vietnam finally agreed. Now, the Vietnam Office for Seeking
Missing Persons (VNOSMP) has indicated that DIA's Stony Beach Vietnam specialists will be restrictad to operating
in the field only during DPAA-scheduled JFAs, an unacceptable restriction. Three Stony Beach specialists dealing
with Vietnam recently participated in larger-scale field operations, but a parmanent Stony Beach presenca in Hanoi
is still unfulfiled, due to the SRV's imposition of varied restrictions.

Comment: The greatest obstacles o increased Vietnam War accounting are 1) too few qualified US intelligence
analysts; and 2) no current National Intelligence Estimate (NIE) to determine valid accounting expectations. Over
90% of unaccountad-for Vietnam War Veterans were lost in Vietnam and areas of Laos and Cambodia where SRV
forces operated. Due to DPAA's refusal o request, much less conduct, an abjeclive analysis, Executive Director Dr.
Jay Veith is now finalizing the assessment to determine where the Vietnam War accounting mission stands. In view
of international political and policy uncertainties, US-SRV bilateral relations are expected to grow from a
comprehensive to a strategic partnership. NOW IS THE TIME FOR INCREASED RESULTS!
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POW/MIA STATISTICS
Statistics provided by the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) cannot be verified!

Live Sightings: 1,996 first-hand live sighting reports have been recelved since 1975, none recently. 1,941 (97.24%)
are resolved: 1,340 (67.13%) equated to Americans previously accounted for (i.e. relumed POWSs, missionaries or
civilians detained for violating SRV codes); 45 (2.25%) correlated to wartime sightings of military personnel or pre-
1975 sightings of civilians still unaccounted-for; 556 (27.86%) were determined to be fabrications. The remaining 55
{2.76%) unresolved first-hand reports are the focus of continuing analytical and collection efforts: 48 (2.40%) concem
Americans reported in a captive environment; 7 (0.35%) are non-captive sightings. The unresolved 55 first hand
sightings are listed below:

Pre-1978 1976-1985 1986-1995 1996-2005 2008-2015 _ Tofal
36 3 1 14 1 55

Accountability: As of loday, the Department of Defense lists 1,678 Americans as missing and unaccounted-for,
over 90% of them in Vietnam and in areas of Cambodia and Laos whera Vietnamese forces operated during the war.,
A breakdown by year of racovery for Americans accounted for from Vietnam War-related losses after the official end

1865-1974 War years 2

1974-1975 Winding down USG effort 28
1976-1978 US/SRV normalization negotiations a7
1979-1980 USISRYV talks break down 1

1981-1985 1sl Reagan Administration 23
1985-1988 2nd Reagan Administration 169
1989-1993 George H.W. Bush Administration 129
1993-1997 1st Clinton Administration 327
1997-2001 2nd Clinton Administration 57
2001-2004 15t George W. Bush Administration 64
2004-2008 2nd George W. Bush Administration 62
2008-2012 1#! Obama Administration 51
2012-2016 2™ Obama Administration 27
2016-2020 Trump Administration 21
2020-2024 Biden Administration 6

According to the DPAA Lab, unilateral SRV repatriations of remains with scientific evidence of storage have
accounted for less than 200 of the 730 remains from Vietnam; two were mistakenly listed as KIA/BNR in Vietnam in
1868, but remains were actually recovered at that time.  All but nine of the 288 Americans accounted for in Laos
since the end of the war have been the result of joint recoveries; nine were tumed over by indigenous personnel to
DIA Stony Beach specialists. In addition, three persons klentified were recovered in Vietnam before the end of the
war. There follows a breakdown by country of the 1,063 Americans accounted for since the official April 30,
1976, end of the Vietnam War: Vietnam, 730, Lacs, 288, Cambodia, 42 and the PRC, 3. An additional 63 US
personnel were accountad for between 1873 and 1975, Of the 63, 9 were from Laos, 53 from Vietnam, and 1 from
Cambodia for a grand total of 1.126. These Americans were accounted for by unilateral US efforts in areas where
access was possible, pot post-war cooperation with Vietnam, Laos or Cambaodia. Added to results from government-
to-government humanitarian cooperation post-war, a total of 287 have been recovered and identified from Laos, 783
from Vietnam, 43 from Cambodia and 3 from the PRC.

For the |atest information, call the League Office (703) 465-7432 or
check the League website: www.pow-miafamilies.org

CFC #10218
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NATIONAL LEAGUE OF FAMILIES OF AMERICAN

PRISONERS & MISSING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA
5672 Columbia Pike, Suite 100, Falls Church, VA 22041

Chartered May 28, 1970 www.pow-miafamilies.org
VIETNAM'S ABILITY TO ACCOUNT FOR MISSING AMERICANS
August 26, 2023

Family members, veteran organizations and other POW/MIA supporters throughout the country consistently opposed
steps to improve economic and political relations with Vietnam until their leaders decided to cooperate fully in accounting
for America’s POW/MIAs, The League supported a Reagan-developed policy of reciprocity — steps by the US to respond
to efforts by Vietnam to locate and return remains and provide issue-related archival documents. During subseguent
stages of the normalization process, important leverage was lost without commensurate results, however, there has
since been much greater responsiveness by Vietnam.

One way of examining Vietnam's ability to respond more fully is to look at what US intelligenca and other data confirmed
at the end of the war, At that time, 196 missing Americans were last known alive in captivity or reliably reported alive in
close proximity to capture. Vietnam knows that these high priority cases are directly related to the live prisoner issue
and has improved responsiveness but, thus far, has accounted for fewer than expected of these Americans by returning
identifiable remains or archival evidence as to why such is not possible. In that regard, archival documentation is as yet
incomplete. In all but very few of these cases, jeint field operations have reportedly been sufficient to confirm death.
Logically, if deceased, remains of these Americans should be recoverable; they were in captivity or on the ground in
proximity to Vietnamese forces (other than those who died in captivity in South Vietnam). Recent unilateral efforts by
Viatnam to conduct recoveries and provide working level archival research and records are encouraging and most
weicome, as is the increased number of partnership agreements being reached.

On unilateral SRV provision of Archives, US wartime and post-war reporting on specific cases, captured SRV
documents on the handling of US prisoners and casualties, and wartime debriefs of communist captives, reinforced by
US-monitored directives and other reporting, form a clear picture of a comprehensive Vietnamese system for collection
of information and remains, dating back to the French-Indochina War. Vietnam's leaders placed great value on recovery
and/or recording of bunial locations of US remains. In wartime, if jeopardized by imminent discovery or recovery by US
forces, burial to hide remains was immediate; remains were later disinterred, photographed, when possible, reburied or,
when feasible, transferred to Hanoi. Evidence of this complex procass was confirmed by US intelligence.

Community-wide intelligence assessments served as the basis for long-standing US estimates that Viatnam could
account for hundreds of Americans by unilaterally locating and returning remains. In 1886-87, the entire intelligence
community concluded that Vietnam could unilaterally account for a significant number of US remains. The evidence was
subsequently evaluated to establish the most realistic targets for Vietnam’s government to meet. A thorough assessment
was requested of DoD to weigh cooperation to date against earlier evidence-based expactations and determine realistic
goals. Results were expected early in 2022 but, on September 15, 2022, the League was informed that a two-page
assessment was published, but viewed by DPAA as “useless.” Since that time, and despite several compelling requests
sent to senior US officials, the DPAA Director has dedlined to request or conduct the intelligence assessment.

In his most recent refusal letter, DPAA Director Kelly McKeague stated, "an intefligence assessment may have been
helpful in the past [buf] it is anachronistic today given DoD'’s increasingly solid relationship with the VNOSMP, and as
illustrated in assistance the government and people in Vietnam invariably provide to our accounting effort.” The
VNOSMP, or Vietnam Office for Seeking Missing Persons, just celebrated its 50" anniversary at a highly visible
ceremony in Hanoi, attended by the DPAA Director. Since US-SRV ccoperation began in the mid-1980s, their
interagency personnel comprising the VNOSMP have managed incoming funds and the level of SRV cooperation
directed by the Politburo.

With the DPAA Director's third refusal, there was no longer any option for the League but to undertake the assessment
necessary to determine realistic expectations, central to forming operational plans to accomplish and establish core
objectwes Lgme Executtve Durector Dr. Ja ay yenh is_now focused on ﬁnallzm the needed assessment on SRV

es that ha g 3 z E Due to pressing
mtemahonal pollcy and polmcal concems naw is a crmcal hme to cons»der mcreasmg bilateral and multilateral relations
across the board. With Vietnam, that means moving from a comprehensive partnership to a comprehansive strategic
one, a step the League has worked to support, so NOW IS THE TIME.

' Letter from Kelly McKeague, Director, DPAA, to Ann Mills-Grifliths, League Chair of the Board, April 12, 2023,
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On unilateral SRV provision of remains, sources such as the mortician in 1979, substantiated in the 1980s by others,
highlighted remains collection and storage as key aspects of Vietnam's policy leading to discussions with the US. After
arduous and sustained negotiations, the US and Vietnam reached agreement 1o return remains of Americans that had
been stored for years, Thus far, the number repatriated has not met evidenca-based US expectations

Forensic evidence serves as another basis for establishing expectations. Per the DPAA Lab, scientific evidence of above
or below ground sterage, or both, exists on fewer than 200 of the 730 identified remains retumed from Vietnam since
the end of the war. The count, confirmed by DPAA forensic scientists, is far below US expeclations, based on reliable
intelligence indicating that many more were recovered and stored by the Vietnamese govemment and could be
repatriated, if authorized by Vietnam's leadership.

During & September 1982 ABC “Nightling” program, the late Vietnamese Deputy Prime Minister Nguyen Co Thach
denied that Vietnam was holding any US remains. In 1983, Vietnam returned eight remains with clear evidence of
storage, Vietnam later admitted storage of remains, In 1885, following up an initiative through a regional govemment,
a US National Security Council (NSC) official mel privately with an SRV Politburo member during an NSC-led US
delegation to Hanoi in which the League participated. The carefully drawn plan was for negotiations on live prisoners
and remains, but the minister indicated live prisoners were not on the table for discussion. Rather, as discussed with a
third party, the subject was a large number of remains.

Negotiations in 1985 for a two-year plan brought the largest number of remains obtained to that point; nearly all showed
evidence of long-term storage. Two specific cases were officially presented to officials in Hanoi in 1985-86, requesting
unilateral assistanca. Both losses were assessad by US officials as having occurred in Laos, in areas under Vietnamese
conlrol during the war. One was returned unilaterally in 1988, 88% complete and stored above ground since his 1972
incident along the border between Vietnam and Lacs. From 1985 ~ 1989, 169 remains were repatriated, most showing
clear evidence of long-term storage. In addition to locating remains in highly populated areas, Vietnam repatriated stored
remains from Cambodia and remote locations.

In 1891 and 1993, the SRV provided grave registration lists with names of unaccounted-for Americans. Inclusion of
these names appears o have been an intentional signal, as was filtering through private channels photographs of
deceased Americans, some of whose remains have yet to be returned. SRV leaders directed combat photography; their
soldiers did not own personal cameras, much less carmry them. Regardless of mixed or conflicting assessments, these
and other actions by SRV officials signaled the US of remains availability. At the time, remains fragments in Vietnam’s
possession were nol repalriated, believed not 1o be identifiable, but US ability to identify very fragmentary remains has
dramatically improved. If not yet fully repatriated, now is the time for all fragmentary, potential US remains to be returned

In his March 20,2002, Certification to Congress, President George W. Bush formalized criteria for steps Vietnam should
take unilaterally to be fully responsive on the accounting effort, further defined by Secretaries of State Powell and Rice
three times. On March 7, 2008, the Bush Administration issued its Determination to Congress stating, *....... we urge
Vietnam fo work aggressively to improve tangibly its unilateral provision of POW/MIA-related documents and records,
focused initially on archival data perfaining to Americans captured, missing or killed in areas of Laos and Cambodia
under wartime Vietnamese control. Vietnam should also focus greater attention on locating and providing information
on discrepancy cases with priorify on those last known alive in caplivity or in immediate proximity to capfure, and to
locating and repatnaling the remains of those who died while in Vietnamese control that have not yet been returmed..."

Vietnam's cooperation has continued o improve, including provision of some archival documents. There remain sensitive
areas seldom accessible by US officials, but most are no longer off-limits. Impertantly, SRV officials are now unilaterally
conducting investigations, locating witnesses and making them available, With the DoD decision due to COVID
restrictions, DPAA canceled all joint field operations for almost two years. In the interim, SRV officials authonzed
unilateral recoveries in various areas, a long-sought, welcome development with positive results. CDR Paul Charvet,
USN, MIA in 1967, was unilaterally recovered Aug-Sep 2020 in the Hon Me area off the coast of northemn Vietnam and
Identified on March 1, 2021. Unilateral recoveries in this area are a long-sought goal and adding private partnerships
would likely help increase results that end the uncertainty of Vietnam War POW/MIA families, December 12, 2022,
pledges by SRV Minister of Public Security To Lam to address increased unilateral steps are encouraqing.

Information obtained from post-war US field cperations reveals that central SRV authorities systematically directed the

recovery of American remains, Eyewitnesses reported central-level supervision of remains recoveries of US personnel.

Vietnam's leaders have repeatedly pledged to renew and increase their own efforts to locate and retum remains and

prowde rolevanl aocuments and have moved incrementally. ReoenUy, SRv msponsrveness has fuﬂher mcmased
In 3 3 ) 3

is lhB tnme fOf Vietnam lO accemale umlateral eﬂorts to close these hlSlO(ngaﬁ
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POWERED BY
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b S WWATARY VETER ,

CAMP RETREAT

AT YMCA CAMP IMMOKALEE

November 17 - 18
FREE for Military Veterans

(any prior service)

YMCA CAMP IMMOKALEE
6765 Immokalee Rd. | Keystone Heights, FL 32656

We are inviting Military Veterans and a spouse or supporter to join
us at no cost for a weekend of camp fun. Veterans will enjoy taking
part in camp activities, such as canoeing, archery, the zipline and
barn visits. We look forward to a memorable retreat and a chance for
everyone to relax and become a kid again!

Ages 18 and older only please.

Scan the QR code to register!

This is for all prior service members regardiess of
discharge status. Breakfast and lunch will be
provided. A $25 deposit per person is required to
be refunded only upon check-in.

Important:
Bring Photo ID and signed waiver to receive a complimentary camo tote
and camp map. Each person will need to bring their own twin-size
bedding and toiletries. Tent camping will be available if preferred but
you must bring your own tent. Participants may also join the fun on
Saturday only but will need to contact Dana Troeger at

to make this arrangement ahead of time.

Recommended items:

Sneakers/Closed-toed shoes, Hat, Sunglasses, Bug Spray and
Sunscreen, You may bring your own lawn chairs, but not required.
Water stations will be available throughout the day at camp.

Military Outreach Partners:

WinnvDixi - R
FCYMCA.org L v \3; SIERRA
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From the VFW Aux-National Organization

Spread patriotism through song!

Youth are encouraged to enter the VFW Auxiliary’s national an-

them singing contest, Get Excited for the Red, White and Blue!

Contestants may sing “The Star-Spangled Banner” in the arrange-
ment and genre of their choice: rock, pop, reggae, R&B, hip-hop, country, classical and oth-

er genres are accepted. But they can’t change the words!

The contest consists of two grade divisions: K-8 and 9-12. Entries are due to a local VFW
Auxiliary by March 31, 2024.

Visit https: // Vfwauxiliary.org /what-we-do/ youth-activities/ for contest eligibil—

ity, rules, an entry form, to see the 2023 winners’ videos and more.

WOMEN SURVIVORS:
BREAKING STIGMA

RESOURCES AND PREVENTION

Women lc"ing their stories
about breaking the stigma and
showing how they survived

lronger

Together
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FOR LIFE

NETWORK

MARINE FOR LIFE NETWORK

Connecting transitioning Marines and their

family members to education resources, O N C E A M A Q | N E,
employment opportunities, and other Veterans
services that aid in their career and life goals ALWAYS A MA R I N E!

outside of military service.

Career & Technical Educational Entrepreneurial
Opportunities Opportunities Endeavors

NETWORKING IS KEY
Linked in Face to Face Network

Our online network We focus on connecting
utilizes Linkedin to help Marine Veterans to local
Marines network with and national resources, as
one another and =3 well as encouraging
connect with employers networking through

who want to hire Marine For Life events
Marines. and meet ups.

m company/marine-for-life-network @ marineforlife.org \.a 866-645-8762 n /MarineForlLifeNetwork




ACTIVE DUTY = VETERANS = NATIONAL GUARD & RESERVE

MILITARY SUPPORT RETREATS

RETREATS FOR COMBAT VETERANS AND THEIR PRIMARY SUPPORT PERSON

RESTORATION  RECREATION  RELAXATION -

Strengthen and restore connections, enjoy the natural beauty of each location,
be inspired by fun outdoor activities, learn about available support resources,
and relax while exploring the stress coping concepts of Post Traumatic Growth.
* Small, friendly group setting *
* All accommodations, food, and activities are provided free of charge *
* Facilitated by Vets, Licensed Clinicians, and Community Nonprofit Support Organizations *

Please note: Must be 18 to attend and no childcare is provided. Participants are responsible for travel.

TO LEARN MORE AND TO APPLY VISIT: GRATITUDEAMERICA.ORG/RETREATS

5 ") - CHRISTOPHER DUKE
‘e 877-912-7175 ext 102
Gratlludenmerica DUKE@GRATITUDEAMERICA.ORG 0
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FREE LEGAL EDUCATION SERVICE

NORTHEAST FLORDA

WOMEN

LN S \De

Jacksonville Area Leg;l Aid
ANVALIHAON ANTHE MR TINs B e

AT MDY

Jacksonville Area Legal Aid and the Northeast Florida Women Veterans Center
invite you to a

Lunch and Learn
at the
Northeast Florida Women Veterans Center
103 Century 21 Drive, Suite 201
Jacksonville, Florida 32202

DATE & TIME TOPIC

12:00 pm - 1:00 p.m,

September 1, 2023 Paternity, Visitation, and Child Support

12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.

September 15, 2023 Landlord/Tenant and Housing Issues
12:00 p.m. =~ 1:00 p.m.

October 6, 2023 Bankruptcy and Credit Issues
12:00 pm, = 1:00 p.m.

October 20, 2023 Wills, Powers of Attorney, Living Wills, and
2459 e = 100 P Healthcare documents

Please Note: Lunches will not be provided, but feel free to bring your own.
Attorneys will not be accepting cases for representation. Attorneys will provide general
information on the above areas of law.

This event s possibie in large pavl because of (hése communily parinecs

7
€ X MU \p\p @) FSO

- b Jathowomyibe

Jachsatrille Womsen JACKSONVILLE
Lawyvrs Assoclation J BAR A.'SE‘OEI,A'TION

I you are a gualified indrackaal with @isabiley. you can request & reasonable accommodstions/adiary &k 10 parsicapste in this event, & no charge
10 you, by contacuing the Jacksomalle Area Legal Al (JALA) ADA Coordinasor a1 904-356-8371 a minimum of S business dayx * motice prior 10 the
eent The ADA coordineor has no information as to this event. please do not call the above numbers for event specfic Infoemation

FSC]J
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Financial Health

Real Estate Bizoi

Recrmt - - Brand - Educate

20+ Industries - 70+ Companies - Variety of Prospects

Check out more on

L our website! Presented by
AR www.MilitaryVeteransExpo.com VoiN o
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CATHOLIC

HARITIES

www.ccbjax.org

FOOD DISTRIBUTION

In an effort to assist children and families of Anchor
Academy Elementary School and the Mayport Area, We are
partnering with Feeding Northeast Florida and Humana
Military to provide fresh produce, protein, and pantry
staples.

This is a touchless, drive-through food giveaway. Please follow typical
school pickup line procedures and remain in your car with windows up.
You will pop your trunk for volunteers to place the food inside.

Every 4th Saturday of the month

Starts at 9:00 a.m.

555 Wonderwood Dr.

Jacksonville, FL, 32233
B -Af“’q

\3 }”
NTR

"’ TARY '0"*

. deps duvalschools org/anchoracademy

FEEDING Humana

NORTHEAST =
FLORIDA Military

www feedingneflorg www.humanamilitary.com

,dos
AR LAY
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As of July 16, 2022 the United States transitioned to using the three digit dialing code of 988 press 1
in addition to the existing Veterans Crisis Line of 1-800-273-8255 press 1

FACTS ABOUT 988

ACCESSIBLE - it serves as a universal entry point so that no matter where you
live, you can reach a trained crisis counselor who can help people in suicidal crisis
or mental health-related distress 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, across the U.S.

COMPREHENSIVE - 988 is a direct connection to compassionate care and
support for anyone experiencing mental health related distress whether that is
thoughts of suicide mental health or substance use crisis or any other kind of
emotional distress

FOR EVERYONE - People can also dial 988 if they are worried about a loved one
or someone who may need crisis support

)

-

Call 988, press 1 for Free, Confidential, 24/7
Mental Health Support

ess Veterans |Wet:¥3;
eee CrisisLine | Ry
1-800-273-8255 ress @ | AN

VA U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs
Morth Florida ! South Grorgls veterar Heath Yysten

T2 150
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NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
VETERAN ROMEOWNERS

SAINT JOHNS COUNTY

FREE HOME REHAB

We believe everyone deserves to live in a healthy home. At
Operation Lifeline Inc., we feel particularly indebted to those who
served in the Armed Forces and have committed to helping as
many struggling veterans as possible. Our program provides home
rehabilitation services at no charge to eligible veterans to address
accessibility and HUD’s Eight Healthy Homes Principles.

QUALIFICATIONS

Participant Eligibility: Property Eligibility:

- Verifiable veteran status - Must be a single-family residence

- Gross income below 80% of the area’s - Must be the applicant’s homestead
median income - Applicant must own the property by
- Occupy the property as a principal fee simple title

residence and have proof of ownership - Must be free of any encumbrances

- Be in compliance with any existing other than a first mortgage
mortgage on the property - Located within the unincorporated
- Be current with utility accounts and portion of Saint Johns County or the
property taxes City of Saint Augustine Beach

* -

Please review full eligibility criteria on our website

CONTACT US TODAY UPERATIU/IP/J

-

WWW.OPLIFELINE.ORG LIFELINE INc
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RESERVE COMPONENT

TRANSITION ASSISTANCE ADVISORS

Are you a member of a Reserve Component? Have you served 180 or more consecutive days on Title
10? Do you have a service-related injury or health care issue? Perhaps you're about to retire from service
and need someone to show you how to get back into the swing of civilian life. Getting to know your
Reserve Component Transition Assistance Advisor (RCTAA) means you'll have reliable, professional
support when you need it.

| am here to help with the following benefits:

e State and Local Benefits * Health and Life Insurance
e VA Assistance for Physical and Mental Health ¢ Financial Assistance

e Disabled Veterans Program Assistance e Legal Assistance

e Education and Training Assistance * Relocation Assistance

¢ Employment Assistance o Effects of a Career Change

Since 2005, RCTAAs have assisted Reserve Component service members with 180 days or more T-10 AD
service obtain their federal benefits and entitlements. You could save an average of:
e Employment Counseling ($75/hour)
Health Insurance ($1430/Service Member)
Legal Assistance ($255/hour)
VHA DAV Benefit Received ($15,034/Service Member)
VA Benefit Received ($5786/Service Member)
e Education Benefits Received ($15,285/Service Member)
Average benefit per eligible Reserve Component service member across all benefits areas=511,970.

If you or someone you know needs assistance with federal benefits and entitlements, don’t hesitate to
contact me. You can either scan this QR code and fill out the attached form or contact me directly using
the information below.

Thank you for serving, now let me serve you.

According to the National Defense Authorization Act 2013, [Reserve
Component] transition assistance advisors “serve as points of contact to assist

3 U ”

eligible members of the reserve components in occessing benefits and heolth D avi d D ave Ke nnett
care furnished under laws odministered by the Secretory of Defense and R C

benefits and health care furnished under the lows administered by the eserve Component

Secretary of Veterans Affairs” (Sec, 513). . Transition Assistance Advisor

Federal Contractor

DIRECTION ‘ BENEFITS ‘ COMPASSION 202-987-3864

DKennett@gapsi.com
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SERVICE MEMBERS AND VETERANS
Do you need direction to your benefits?

:\ = = ==l
RCTAAs provide DIRECTION , — e~ |
through the maze of programs available ~— '
to the Reserve Component and
connection to earned BENEFITS with
the COMPASSION of someone who
knows what it’s like to transition.

Ask your Reserve Component
Transition Assistance Advisor (RCTAA)
to show you the way! BENEFITS:

» State and Local Benefits
» VA Assistance for Physical and Mental Health
» Disabled Veterans Program Assistance

» Education and Training Assistance

N

» Employment Assistance

» Health and Life Insurance /mzﬁ"‘

» Financial Assistance \- AssisTANCE \ :
» Legal Assistance <

» Relocation Assistance

i DIt DNONE D e eh » Effects of a Career Change

$1000 or more in federal
benefits and entitlements!

Enter your contact
information to receive a call
from a RCTAA.

Locate your o

here! -

closest RCTAA t&;zﬂ

By law, Transition Assistance Advisors “serve as points of contact to assist eligible members of the Reserve
Components in accessing benefits and health care furnished under laws administered by the Secretary of
Defense and benefits and health care furnished in the laws administered by the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs” (NDAA, 2013, Sec. 513).
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From American Legion 5th District FL

IMPORTANT VETERAN INFORMATION

Every spouse of a veteran should have in his/her personal file the following:

Veteran's Birth Certificate - 3 copies

Spouse’s Birth Certificate - 3 copics

Children's Birth Certificate - 3 copies

Certificate of Marriage - 3 copies

Wills (for veteran & spousc) - 2 copies

Spouse’s Social Security number

Veteran's Social Security number

Discharge papers - 2 copics

Separation records - 2 copies

V.A. “C" number

G.L Insurance Policy Number

All Insurance Policies with addresses and numbers, (Originals needed)
Cemetery plot or vault locations and numbers

Death Certificates and divorce decree of all prior marriages (if applicable)

Copies of the following are needed to file a Claim for Death Benefit:

Certificate of Marriage

Birth Certificate of minor children

Death Certificates or divorce decrees of all prior marriages on either side
Service discharge papers

Service scparation papers

V.A. “C” number

Social Security number of both parties

V.A. insurance papers

Proof of Death Certificate (minimum 4 copies)

Bills from Funeral Home

ALL originals should be kept in a safety deposit box or equivalent.
NEVER release an ORIGINAL copy.
APPOINT an administrator for minor children.

FURTHER ASSISTANCE: contact your County Veterans’ Service Officer

17
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KOREAN WAR VETERANS ASSOCIATION

CALLING ALL KOREAN WAR AND
KOREAN DEFENSE VETERANS
We invite you to join the KWVA

Brotherhood. There are KWVA

Chapters throughout America.
Go to our KWVA Facebook Page,

our KWVA Website at kwva.us

or call the KWVA National Office to
join the KWVA at

217-345-4414




How to Apply for DIC and/or Accrued Benefits

Surviving family members may apply for these benefits using the appropriate VA form on va.gov/family-member-benefits.

—

AR

Dependency and Indemnity
Compensation

Monthly payment for the eligible surviving
spouse, dependent children or parent(s) of
the Veteran or service member IF Veteran or
service member died in the line of duty or
due to a service-related injury or illness.

I

4

The PACT Act makes it easier for many survivors to receive
Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC).
VA will be contacting survivors who were previously denied DIC

benefits and may be newly eligible under the PACT Act. You do
not need to wait for VA to contact you to submit a claim.

Accrued Benefits

A one-time payment to a surviving spouse,
dependent child(ren) or dependent parent(s) of

a deceased Veteran based on relationship when
the record shows additional benefits (such as VA
compensation or pension) due to the Veteran prior
to passing.

Additional Survivor Benefits Available:

Burials and Burial Allowance

Burial benefits available include a gravesite in any
of our National cemeteries with available space,
opening and closing of the grave, perpetual care,
a government headstone, marker, or medallion, a
burial flag, and a Presidential Memorial Certificate,
at no cost, Some survivors may also be eligible for
a plot allowance, transportation allowance, and
burial allowances based on the service connected
disability status of the deceased Veteran,

Education and Training

Chapter 35 benefits and Fry Scholarship are the
two main Gl Bill programs offering educational
assistance to survivors and dependents of
Veterans who died in the line of duty or as a result
of service-related disabilities.

U.S. Department
of Veterans Affairs

Final Monthly Payment

If a Veteran who is receiving VA compensation or
pension benefits passes away, their last month of
benefits can be paid to their surviving spouse.

Home Loan Guaranty

Certificate of Eligibility is available for surviving
spouses receiving DIC.

Health Care

Survivors and dependents of Veterans may qualify
for health care benefits, such as CHAMPVA.

Leam more and sign up at VA.gov/PACT
Download the VA Health and Benefits App
Call us at 1-800-MyVA411 (1-800-698-2411)

Find a VA at VA.gov/find-locations/




LIVE ASSISTANCE

VA HEALTH CARE

Eligitdity, enroliment
locations and COVID-19

NATIONAL CEMETERIES
Burnial banefts, interment
scheduling and headstone
Veleran marker

VETERANS CRISIS LINE

FLORIDA SURVIVOR OUTREACH SERVICES4
AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY

oM S
SANTA O, FUey N
RO
WALTON
D ROSN
S vy I'J
may
UREHETY
A S
GULF

800-MyVA411
(800) 698-2411

Lena Lewls —

(850) 459-6630

lenadlewis2.ctr@army.mil Lori Culberson

1225 Easterwood Drive (904) 263-2920

Tallahassee, FL 32311 1.4 cul b 2 a

(16 counties) 5629 SR 16 W, Bldg 3121
Starke, FL, 32091-9703
(16 counties)

FL SOS AREA OF COVERAGE BY COUNTY
[:] Tallahassee SOSC: (16 counties)

Bay, Calhoun, Escambia, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf,

Holmes, Jackson, Jefferson, Leon, Liberty, Okaloosa,

Santa Rosa, Wakulla, Walton, Washington

M Camp Blanding SOSC: (16 counties)
Alachua, Baker, Bradford, Clay, Columbia, Dixie,
Gilchrist, Hamilton, Lafayette, Levy, Madison,
Marion, Putnam, Suwannee, Taylor, Union

St. Augustine SOSC: (5 counties)
D Duval, Flagler, Nassau, St. Johns, Volusia

Ortando/Pinellas SOSC: (12 counties)

D Brevard, Charlotte, Citrus, Desoto, Hardee,
Hernando, Highlands, Hillsborough, Indian River,
Lake, Manatee, Okeechobee, Orange, Osceola,
Pasco, Pinellas, Polk, Sarasota, Seminole, St. Lucie,
Sumter

Miami SOSC: (9 counties)
Broward, Collier, Glades, Hendry, Lee, Martin,
Miami-Dade, Monroe, Palm Beach

Deadra Martin (temporary)
(803) 751-9777
deadrajmartin2 civ@army.mil
81 Wild Cat Way

Ft. Jackson, SC 29207

(21 counties)

DEBT MANAGEMENT

Debt detalis, payment options
and debitor rights

FACILITY LOCATOR

Locatons of medical centers,
benefits offices or cemeteries

BENEFITS ASSISTANCE

Information about a variety of
VA benefis

Informabo
homeless and at-nsk ¢

COVID-18 INFORMATION
Frequently asked questions
and five assistance for
COVID-related questions

o Keith Ham

) (904) 472-7689
ketth.eham.ctr&army.mil
190 San Marco Avenue
St. Augustine, FL. 32085
(5 counties)

Joe Pagan

(305) 437-2178
|og.paganl.cv@army.mil
9301 NW 33rd St
Doral, FL 33172-1202
(9 counties)




Are You eligible to file for benefits based on Presumptive Exposure?

Were you exposed to hazardous materials while serving in the military, such as from Agent Or-
ange or burn pits? Did you serve in Vietnam, Thailand or Southwest Asia? If so, you may be eligible to

file for service-connected benefits based on presumptive exposure.

Over the course of the last six months, VA has begun processing service-connected disability claims for

six new presumptive conditions related to exposure to hazardous materials.

In May 2021, VA started implementing provisions of the William M. Thornberry National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (NDAA), adding bladder cancer, hypothyroidism and Parkinsonism
to the list of medical conditions presumptively associated with exposure to Agent Orange. A few
months later, VA added asthma, rhinitis and sinusitis (to include rhinosinusitis) on a presumptive basis

based on particulate matter exposures during military service in Southwest Asia and certain other areas.

Any Veteran who was previously denied service-connection for any of these six conditions but had
symptoms manifest within 10 years of military service would need to file another claim. Be sure to
use VA Form 20-0995, “Decision Review Request: Supplemental Claim” when filing. The claim form
should include the name of the medical condition and also specify that the medical condition is being

claimed due to in-service exposure to environmental hazards.

VA is committed to assisting Veterans who may have been exposed to hazardous materials during their

military service.

Be sure to stay plugged in to www.va.gov for the most recent developments around environmental haz-
ards; VA is constantly conducting research and surveillance, as well as reviewing scientific literature for

conditions that may be related to exposure during military service.

If you feel you have a chronic condition attributed to an in-service exposure, we highly encourage you
to file a claim. For more in-
formation about VA benefits
and eligibility, or how to file a

claim, Veterans and survivors

can visit VA’s website ¥ i'
at www.va.gov or call toll- ' - ‘ '
free at 1-800-827-1000. L

Vietnam War Vets in the
Korean DMZ
Can Get Agent Orange
Presumptive Ratings

-
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The Fire Watch is Northeast Florida’s fight to end veteran suicide. Over
6,000 U.S. military veterans die by suicide each year, including 500 an-
nually here in Florida. But suicide is preventable. And everyone can

help. Join us as 2 Watch Stander tocay. Learn how to identify the risk
signs of veterans in crisis and to direct them to the help they need.

3 minutes to enroll. 30 minutes to train. A lifetime of saving lives.
Visit: www.thefirewatch.org/watch-standers to learn more.

Thanks!
Nick Howland

Executive Director, The Fire Watch
www.thefirewatch.org

904.525.1761

$
&
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THE FIRE WATCH




Vietnam Veterans of America

If you are aVietnam Era Veteran and live in one of

these counties, please contact the President for in-

formation as to how to join
Chapter/President/email/Location
1046 Albert White

1048 Bob Adkins adk123robert@outlook.com

1059 DaveTreffinger dtreffinger433(@msn.com

1084 Bill Jefferson bill_jefferson@comcast.net

1088 Roy (Corky) Rudd corkstopper50@yahoo.com; Nassau
1092 Forest Hope foresthope(@usa.net; Gainesville
1134 Marvin Lagle mdlagle@gmail.com; Baker

Veterans Council of Clay

County:

President: Ansil Lewis

Meeting day is the same, first
g day )

REMEMBER WHAT OUR MEDAL STANDS FOR: Wednesday of the month, but

the location is changed to Clay
RED: REPRESENTS THE THREE ANCIENT

VIETNAMESE EMPIRES OF TONKIN,
ANNAM AND COCHIN.

County Administration Build-
ing, 1st floor conference

room, 477 Houston St., Green
YELLOW:  THE IMPERIAL COLOR OF VIET NAM. Cove Springs, FL 32043,

[TED PIECKO, The NAM.
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The Veterans Council of St. Johns County, Inc.
is a 501 C3 Not-For-Profit Florida Corporation.

The Veterans Council of St. Johns County is comprised of
representatives from various veterans' organizations that work
with city and county governments and organizations to assist
Wwith matters concerning veterans and veterans’ activities.

What the Council has done:
* The Veterans Treatment Court
¢ \Wreaths Across America

* Homeless Veterans Standdown
* \eterans Day Parade
¢ \/ets 4 \ets
And so much more...

SAD003 14704401
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FLORIDA VETERANS
LEGAL HELPLINE

—E e — —
Jacksonville Area Legal Ald
St Johns County Legal Ald
Clay County Legal Ald

/ - e -
Legal Aid for Veterans
The Florida Veterans Legal Helpline Is a
project of the Major General Ernest A, and
Marllyn Bedke Voterans Law Center at Bay Area
Legal Services, Inc. The helpline Is a free service

for eligible Florida veterans and their family
members.

We Can Help With

Landlord-Tenant Matters
Consumer Credit Issues
Foreclosure

Divorce + Child Support

Drivers Licenses/ID cards

Saclal Security + Public Benefits
Discharge Upgrades

VA Benefits

And Other Civil Legal Matters
(No Criminal or Traffic Matters)

FDVA

When you call, you wliil speak to a screener who
will determine your eligibility and set your
appolntment with an attorney,

1.866.486.6161 ]

Call Today!

Hours: Monday — Friday
9 AM to 4:30 PM

Supported by the:

Become a Watch Stander with The Fire
Watch




Veterans Councils of Northeast Florida

CLAY COUNTY

President: Harry Silvers
Meetings:

First Wednesday of each month
Location:

American Legion Post 250
3939 County Rd 218
Middleburg, FL 32068

Time: 1400 (2pm)

NASSAU COUNTY
President: Mike Doran

Meetings:
First Thursday of each month
Location:

American Legion Post 54
626 South 3rd St
Fernandina Beach fit 32034

Time: 1900 (7pm)

BAKER COUNTY

President: Larry Porterfield
Meetings:

Second Thursday of each month
Location:

MacClenny Primitive Baptist Church
Fellowship Hall on North Boulevard

Time : 1800 (6pm)

DUVAL COUNTY

President
Meetings:
Third Tuesday of each month
Location:

American Legion Post 37
Main Building

San Juan Avenue

Tome: 1900 (7 pm)

St. Johns County
President: Bill Dudley

Meetings:
Last Thursday of each month
Location:

Health & Human Services building
Muscovy room, 1st floor

200 San Sebastian View, St. Augustine

Time: 1900 (7pm)
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The Veterans Council of St. Johns County is proud to
announce that it has modernized its website and created
a Facebook page.

We are inviting all veterans to visit our website at:
NEW http://www.veteranscouncilsjc.orq

etc. We will post our meetings dates and keep
you informed about events at the Jacksonville
and St. Augustine National Cemeteries.

Please join our group on Facebook at:
http://veteranscouncilsjc.orqg

Please select Join the Group to become a member

Once you have joined the Veterans Council Facebook group you
will be able to post your meetings, pictures, articles, fund raisers,
etc. It will be your common site to go to and see what’s happening.

The website and Facebook page were updated and created so
that there would be a central place to list all veterans activities in
NE FL.

You may have noticed the Veterans Council’s new logo, it was
created by Roy Havekost.
He can be contacted at webmaster@veteranscouncilsjc.org
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Veterans Council of St. Johns County,
“Helping All Veterans”

The Veterans Council of St. Johns County welcomes
article submissions from all County Veterans &
organizations. Articles should be of interest to all and
veterans related. Submissions may be edited &/or
shortened and used if space permits.

Send to: rothfeldm@gmail.com

The Veterans Council of St. Johns County, Inc. is a
Not For Profit Florida Corporation.

Our formation date was July 4, 2001 in a proclamation
issued by the St. Johns County Commissioners. It is
composed of representatives of the various veterans'
organizations within St. Johns County.

The Veteran's Council will work with city and county
governments and other local organizations to achieve
the mutual goal to provide a central agency to assist in
the coordination and presentation of matters concerning
veterans and veterans activities in St. Johns County.

The Veteran's Council will endeavor to precipitate, stim-
ulate and assist various organizations as they perform
patriotic events. One of the major purposes is the pro-
motion and education of national patriotic matters.

The St. Johns County Veterans Council meets the
last Thursday of the month at 7 pm.

The Veterans Council will meet at the Coun-
ty Health & Human Services Building,
200 San Sebastian View
Auditorium, 1st floor

Veterans Service Office
200 San Sebastian View, Suite 1400
St. Augustine, FL 32084

(physical location)
The VSO Office is located in the St. Johns County Health and
Human Services Building.

The office is open from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. daily,
Monday through Friday excluding holidays.

Service is by appointment.
Phone: 904-209-6160 Fax: 904-209-6161
Joseph McDermott, VSO

Travis Neidig, Assistant VSO
Angela McKenzie, Assistant VSO
Lori Chapman, Assistant VSO
Anna Marie Scott, Office Specialist

The views expressed in The Patriot Reader Newsletter articles, submissions and spotlights

are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the views of the Veterans Council of

St. Johns County or the editors of The Patriot Reader. It is the purpose of this periodical to

share a variety of information that pertain to local veterans and their organizations.
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