
  

will have a permanent home 

for their health care.  

Your Veterans Day planning 

committee is working hard 

to put together another out-

standing program on Nov. 

11 at Anastasia Baptist 

Church to honor our veter-

ans. This year’s focus will 

be on D Day and the Battle 

of Normandy. Our keynote 

speaker will be Judge How-

ard McGillin, Colonel, USA 

ret. Judge McGillin retired 

from the JAG Corp. and is a 

historian of military history. 

He has a superb knowledge 

of this major engagement 

that turned the direction of 

the war in Europe for the 

Allies from his father who 

was in several of the major 

battles.  

Please mark Nov. 11 on 

your calendar and plan to 

join us as we honor our vet-

erans on this special day. 

Bill Dudley, Chairman 

Veterans Council  of          

St. Johns County 

Fellow Veterans: 

This year’s Gathering in the 

Pines was another huge suc-

cess.  On Saturday, 21 

Sept. 2019, there was a 

large outpouring of veter-

ans and supporters of the 

POW-MIA Memorial and 

Museum at Cecil Field to 

honor our POW-MIA’s. 

The program began at 10 

AM under favorable skies 

and pleasant temperatures. 

Our keynote speaker this 

year was Capt. Bob Buehn, 

USN ret. and the Director 

of UNF ‘s Military and Vet-

erans Resource Center. 

Bob delivered some inspir-

ing remarks about prisoners 

held captive during the Vi-

etnam War.  His account of 

Admiral Stockdale during 

his time as a POW were 

especially captivating to 

those who attended.  

The Missing Man Table 

Ceremony performed by 

the Filipino American Vet-

erans Society was as always 

a very emotional ceremo-

ny. I have witnessed this 

ceremony on several occa-

sions and I am always very 

moved by the emotions I 

feel of this very solemn cer-

emony.  

The Dreamland Squadron 

based at NAS Haller in Green 

Cove Springs performed the 

missing man formation flyo-

ver and did a superb job with 

a 12 aircraft formation. The 

missing man aircraft had a 

smoke generator that high-

lighted his aircraft as he 

pulled out of the formation. 

Bravo Zulu to the Dreamland 

Squadron.  

We are just days away from 

seeing the reality of a long 

awaited event take place in 

St. Augustine.  On Thursday, 

Oct. 3rd, many dignitaries 

and guests will assemble at 

the location of our new VA 

Community Based Outpatient 

Clinic for a groundbreaking 

ceremony.  Those attending 

include Governor Ron De-

Santis, Senator Marco Rubio, 

Congressman John Ruther-

ford and Congressman Mi-

chael Waltz. Other local dig-

nitaries include the Mayors of 

St. Augustine and St. Augus-

tine Beach, the City Council 

members and the St. Johns 

County Commissioners.  The 

public is invited to witness 

this years in the making spe-

cial occasion.  We look for-

ward to the day our veterans 

Message from the Chairman October 2019       Volume 8, Issue  10 

   

 

 

 

  

  

Clyde Lassen State Veterans Nursing Home 

Jax Ntl Cemetery Support Committee 

VC of SJC Upcoming Speaker list 

Homeless Veterans Stand Down 

Ntl POW/MIA Memorial in Jax 

Spotlight on Virna Keener Luke 

VC of SJC August Minutes 

6 VVAs at Gathering in the Pines 

Rick Rescorla, Vietnam vet, 9/11 Hero 

Whole/Mental Health Summit 

Digital Memorials at Ntl Cemeteries 

Eugene Jacques Bullard, National Hero 

Flags of the Fallen 

VN Wall Tri County Escort & Schedule 

Younger Vets change American Legion 

Silver Creek “Veterans Wall of Honor” 

Veterans Legacy Memorial 

Andersonville Ntl Historic Site 

Wreaths Across America 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

  

 

  

Inside this Edition 



2 

  

Clyde E. Lassen State Veterans’ Nursing Home in St. Augustine – The Clyde E. Las-
sen State Veterans’ Nursing Home in St. Augustine (St. Johns County) opened to 
residents in 2010. The 120-bed facility offers skilled nursing care and can accom-
modate 60 residents with dementia/Alzheimer’s disease. Call (904) 940-2193 for 
more information. Address: 4650 State Road 16, St. Augustine, FL 32092 

Facility/Provider Type: Nursing Home 

Administrator: K MARGARET KAPLAN 

Financial Officer: CATTIBELL RODRIGUEZ 

Owner/Licensee: FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF VETERAN'S AFFAIRS 

Owner/Licensee Since: 9/13/2010 

Profit Status: Not-For-Profit 

Licensed Beds: 120 

Bed Types: 

Community Beds 120 

Sheltered Beds 0 

Pediatric Beds 0 

Private Rooms 72 

2-Bed Rooms 24 

3-Bed Rooms 0 

4-Bed Rooms 0 

Basic admission requirements for all state veterans’ homes include an honora-
ble discharge, state residency prior to admission, and certification of need of 
assisted living or skilled nursing care as determined by a VA physician. A resi-
dent application package for each facility is available for view and download-
ing below. For specific questions regarding admissions, please contact the Ad-
missions Coordinator. 

 

Clyde E. Lassen State Veterans Nursing Home 
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 The Jacksonville National Cemetery 
Greetings from the Support              

Committee at  the Jacksonville                     
National Cemetery 

 The Support Committee invites everyone to 
attend its next scheduled meeting. The 

meeting will be at 7:00pm. The meeting will take place at Community Hospice,              
4266 Sunbeam Rd., Jacksonville,   FL 32257 in Conference Room A. 

Jacksonville National Cemetery Support Committee Meetings for 2018 
 At Community Hospice of NE FL. 

4266 Sunbeam Rd, Jacksonville, FL 32257  
Hadlow Bldg – Conference Room A   7:00pm 

 DATES OF 2019 SC at JNC MEETINGS 
   Oct. 14, Nov. 4, Dec. 2 

Other topics that concern both the JNC & the St. Augustine National Cemetery are 
discussed at these meetings.  

+++++++++++2018/2019 Officers of the SCJNC++++++++++++  

Chairman: Steve Spickelmier 

Vice Chairman: Bill Dudley, Treasurer: John Mountcastle 

 Assistant Treasurer: Michael Rothfeld, Secretary: Kathy Church  

Master-At-Arms: Joe McDermott  

 Historian: Kathy Cayton 

Chaplain: Rev. Patrick A. Archuleta, Sr. 

 The Veterans Council of St. Johns County meets on the following dates, all are invited to attend. We 

meet at the county Health & Human Services building, 200 San Sebastian View, at 7 pm 

Future meeting Speakers: 

  Oct. 24       Chris Vedvick, Commander Dept of FL Military Order of the Purple Heart 

                     Derek Collins, The Mission Act explained  

Nov. 21       Emily Jane Murray, Flagler College, Public Archeology Coord, The Seminole Wars and           

  How it Changed All of Us 

                     John Powell, Historic Firearms 

Dec. 19       Veterans Day Event: AAR 

                     Shiva Thompson, Yoga 4 Change  

Jan. 30         St. Augustine Sea Cadet  Battalion                Beth Heath, We Can Be Heroes Foundation 

Feb. 27      Deborah Brannon, Regent, Daughters of the American Revolution, Maria Jefferson Chapt. 

                   Beth Heath, We Can Be Heroes Foundation 

Mar. 26       Sharon Unger, President Veterans Village of NE FL 
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Homeless veterans get much needed help 

From the St. Augustine Record, by Travis Gibson tgibson@staugustine.com 

For the last four years, Kimberly Hernandez has been giving free haircuts at the Homeless 

Veterans Stand Down, an event held each September at the St. Augustine Elks Lodge. 

"I like it because it just really makes me feel good about everything," Hernandez said. "I can’t 

volunteer money, but I can volunteer my time." 

Hernandez, who works at Hair Express in St. Augustine, was at the event again on Saturday cutting the hair of homeless veterans 

and other homeless residents of St. Johns County. 

"They love it," she said. "I like to put a bigger smile on their face." 

According to Travis Neidig, a Veterans Service Officer with the Veterans Council of St. Johns County, there are between 27 to 

35 homeless veterans currently living in St. Johns County and about 38,000 homeless veterans in the United States. 

The goal of Saturday's event was to provide services to those veterans, along with other homeless residents in the area. They were 

offered showers, a hot lunch, legal resources, housing resources and clothes. There were also representatives from the Red Cross, 

the Florida Department of Health along with services to help veterans find jobs and receive mental health resources. Past results 

have shown the event works in helping veterans get back on their feet. 

"This is an event we look forward to every year," said Bill Dudley, Chairman of the Veterans Council of St. Johns County. Satur-

day's event marked the 17th year the veterans council has been involved, he said. 

Dudley said he was encouraged by all the volunteers who turned out to help Saturday, but added that there is still a lot that needs 

to be done to help local homeless veterans. 

"We don’t provide the shelter that they need and that’s one that we are going to continue to make a primary focus for this coun-

ty," Dudley said. "If they don’t have a place every night that they know they can go and lay their head that’s safe and their  place, 

then you still aren’t serving those veterans’ primary needs." 

Dudley said the group will continue to work on finding a place for a homeless shelter, whether it's a home to restore or land to 

build. 

"Right now it doesn't have the momentum that I would like to see," he said. "We have to get some community leaders behind 

us." 

Mike Banzen, a member of the Combat Vets Motorcycle Association St. Augustine Chapter, was at the Elks Lodge on Saturday 

helping hand out military surplus supplies like jackets, backpacks and sleeping bags to homeless vets in need. 

"It's important just to give them a handshake and say thank you for your service," Banzen said. "Some of them are Vietnam-era 

guys and it means a lot to them." 

Banzen and the other 50 veterans in the local chapter have been involved with the event since 2013. He and other members 

would like to see more events like the Stand Down. 

"I think more things like this need to happen but there are just not a lot of people that care to do it," Banzen said.Homeless veter-

ans get much needed help  

  

mailto:tgibson@staugustine.com
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Homeless Veterans Stand Down 

The annual Homeless Veterans Stand Down was by all accounts a huge success. 

Veterans Council Chairman Bill Dudley dedicated this years Stand Down in 

memory of Council member and Elks leader, Fred Dupont. Fred was the “go to” 

person in years past and liaison between the Council and the Elks organizing the 

Homeless Veterans Stand Down. 

This year’s Stand Down was led by St. Johns County Veterans Service Officer 

Travis Neidig, who in his first year with us. Welcome Travis. 

Available to all: shoes, boots, socks, flash lights, clothes, hot meals, VA info, hair-

cuts, showers, dental, legal services, and tents.  
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Lawson, Rutherford Introduce Bill to Establish a National POW/MIA Memorial and Museum in Jacksonville 

Legislation would designate the POW/MIA Memorial at Cecil Field as the National Memorial 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Today, U.S. Rep. Al Lawson (FL-05) and Rep. John Rutherford (FL-04) introduced legislation to 

designate the POW/MIA Memorial and Museum at Cecil Field as the national memorial and museum to honor all former 

prisoners of war and those still missing-in-action. 

“While there are museums to honor veterans across the country, there is no national POW/MIA memorial or museum to 

specifically honor all former prisoners of war,” Rep. Lawson said. “We must acknowledge and remember our nation’s missing 

heroes alongside the families who seek their return.” 

According to the Department of Defense, there are approximately 142,000 former prisoners of war and roughly 82,000 ser-

vice members still unaccounted for in the United States. This memorial and museum will serve as a historic destination site for 

the nation. The goal would be to educate the general public through exhibits, special events, and activities, connect genera-

tions through educational programs and inspire young leaders.  

“More than 82,000 Americans currently remain missing from WWII, the Korean War, the Vietnam War, and other con-

flicts,” said Rutherford. “Sadly, the loved ones of prisoners of war or those missing in action have no national memorial to visit 

in remembrance of the immense sacrifice of these men and women. I am proud to introduce this bill with my friend Rep. 

Lawson to designate the POW/MIA Memorial and Museum at Cecil Field as the national memorial. Having a location such as 

this is incredibly important to our POW/MIA families and a measure of thankfulness from a grateful nation.” 

The bill would make the existing POW/MIA Memorial & Museum at Cecil Field, which is currently under construction, a 

national designation upon its completion. It is located on 26 acres in Northeast Florida at the former NAS Cecil Field Master 

Jet Base — now known as Cecil Commerce Center. Jacksonville’s Mary Hoff, wife of MIA pilot LCDR Michael G. Hoff, was 

a major driving force behind establishing the memorial. She was also instrumental in developing the POW/MIA flag, the only 

other flag authorized to fly over the White House and the only other flag that can fly on the same pole as the American flag. 

Jacksonville has one of the highest veteran populations in the nation. Rep. Lawson, whose father was a World War II veteran, 

has sponsored several pieces of legislation to assist veterans including, H.R. 186, the Veterans Jobs Opportunity Act, which 

will allow for a tax credit for veterans who open small businesses in underserved communities; H. Res. 213, a resolution to 

create National Women Veterans Recognition Week to honor women veterans; and H.R. 1599, the Veterans Armed for Suc-

cess Act to provide job readiness for veterans and their spouses. Last Congress, Rep. Lawson hosted a public briefing on Capi-

tol Hill with Rep. Rutherford to address the critical issue of mental health within the veteran community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From left to right: Mandy Cain (MIA Granddaughter), John Sutherland (Communications Director), Congressman Ruther-

ford, Pam Cain (MIA Daughter), Representative Al Lawson, Colleen Shine (MIA-RR) and Mike Cassata (Executive Director)  
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American Legion Auxiliary Blog 

Official Blog of American Legion Auxiliary National Headquarters  

Army veteran’s daughter honors dad through 

ALA membership 

A U.S. Army veteran forever changed the lives of Virna Keener Luke, her sister, 

and her mother. To honor the memory of that veteran — her father Fred Keener — and to help others, 

Luke joined the American Legion Auxiliary. She has been an ALA member for 10 years.Report this ad 

“I take a lot of pride in being part of this big organization that supports and fights for veterans, service-

members, and their families and supports children and entire communities. What a great way to pay 

tribute to my father for how he served his country and how he cared for his family,” said Luke of ALA 

Unit 316 in Atlantic Beach, Fla. Eligible through the service of her father, Luke originally joined Unit 

233 in Ponta Vedra Beach, Fla. She changed units when she relocated to Jacksonville a few years ago. 

Before becoming an Auxiliary member, Luke had never heard of the ALA. New to Jacksonville, she visit-

ed Post 233 a few times at the suggestion of a friendly neighbor who was an ALA member. 

“She invited me on a social level as a way to meet people. It was mostly going to steak dinners, Wednes-

day night dinners, things that were happening there on the weekends, to hear music — things like that,” 

Luke explained. 

After a while, she found that the ALA and The American Legion Family offered more than a great place 

for meals, mingling, and music. 

“When I joined and finally started going to Auxiliary meetings, I was really moved by just the ritual itself 

that takes place: beginning with an opening prayer, the Pledge of Allegiance, the Auxiliary’s preamble. I 

had never been part of an organization that had such devotion,” Luke said. 

“I was captivated by those words of the preamble. Every time I hear it, even now after being a member 

for 10 years, it still moves me. If you really listen, you gain an understanding of true devotion. You see 

that we still believe in God. And, we still believe in our country,” Luke added.rhis ad 

What inspires Luke even more is seeing the ALA’s dedication — to God, country, veterans, service-

members, families, and communities — put into action. Her unit and post home often lead or partici-

pate in ALA-based mission outreach activities and programs that help or honor those to whom the Auxil-

iary is dedicated to selflessly serving. For example, Unit 316 in Atlantic Beach plans to provide and serve 

Thanksgiving dinner aboard USS Roosevelt to servicemembers. The unit is in the fundraising phase of 

this endeavor. 
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Even while maintaining a full-time job, Luke contributes however she can toward ALA and Legion Fam-

ily missions. She handles public relations, specifically social media pages for Unit 316, and for the Fifth 

District of Florida’s American Legion Riders. She also serves as the administrator of the Facebook page 

of Legion Post 316. 

“I help bring awareness of what we do and our accomplishments within our American Legion Auxiliary, 

our American Legion Riders, and our entire Legion Family. I promote not only our events, but also why 

you should be part of us, and what makes us so great. I try to encourage people to see us and want to 

become part of us,” she said. 

A Peruvian-born American citizen who spent most of her life in Texas, Luke said she has always felt wel-

comed within her ALA unit and among other members of the Legion Family. “I never felt that I was 

looked at differently because of my skin color, my looks, age, or anything like that. We are welcoming to 

one another. We respect one another, and we work together. That’s true of our ALA unit and of all parts 

of our Legion Family that I have interacted with.  

“We have a common goal and a common purpose related to our mission of service. Our post doesn’t 

succeed in its goals if we don’t work together,” Luke added. 

About Luke’s father, U.S. Army veteran Fred Keener 

Perhaps this is best coming from Virna Keener Luke. Recently, she shared this about her father on her 

personal Facebook page: 

For those that don’t know my world, Fred Keener — an amazing man from 

Gatesville, Texas was an Oil Man in Iquitos, Peru. He married my mom, and 

adopted my sister and me to ensure we would be called his daughters. He was a 

WW II veteran: 754th Railway Shop Battalion, 1943-1945. He is the only father I 

know. Every day I wake up, I thank this man for giving me the life I have. Cheers 

to all the men that step up to the call of parenthood! 

One of the numerous positive replies to this post came from her husband, U.S. 

Navy veteran Denton “Denny” Luke: 

Thank you Fred. You raised an amazing daughter that, by the grace of God, I was able to meet, fall in 

love with, and ultimately marry. 

Veteran Fred Keener died in 1996. Virna and Denny Luke were married earlier this year. Denny is a Le-

gionnaire at Post 316 in Atlantic Beach, Fla. 
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Clay County POW/MIA Recognition 

The Clay County Board of Commissioners 

issued a proclamation on September 10 rec-

ognizing September 20 as the National 

POW/MIA Recognition Day. Joining the 

commissioners were nine Chapter 1059 

members, including former Vietnam POW 

Col. William (Bill) G. Byrns (burgundy shirt 

and vest). Chapter 1059 is named in honor of Col. Byrns. Photo by David Treffinger  
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                 Veterans Council of St. Johns County, Inc. Minutes of August 29, 2019  

Officers present: Chairman Bill Dudley, Secretary Michael Rothfeld,                                  

Vice Chairman Ray Quinn, Treasurer John Mountcastle  

Chairman Dudley called the meeting to order at 1900 hours 

Chairman Dudley led the Pledge to the Flag and SGM Ray Quinn gave the Invocation 

Minutes were approved as presented          Treasurer’s Report were approved as amended 

Introduction of Guests: Sherri Cunningham, Robert Bauer, Paul Mayo, Viggo Melin, Lin-

da Klages, Jim Cargilo, Mary Converse  

Speaker:  Gerry Timoney, Curator, Military Museum of N FL. Located 

on SR 16 in Green Cove Springs, web: themilitarymuseumofnorthflor-

ida.com. Dedicated to honoring the service & sacrifices of American 

citizens that served in the armed forces, 904-410-0781 for hours and 

events. There are pictures & displays of uniforms, weapons and 

equipment from each of our major conflicts. As a 501 C3 donations are always needed. 

Crystal Timmons, Veteran Garden Project, CEO and co-founder. The VGP of St Augustine 

would like to help our returning & retiring veterans & their families 

grow & cultivate an organic garden with garden therapy & community 

support. This helps veterans transition from active duty to civilian life. 

VGP fosters personal growth, opportunities, & support. VGP is a 501 C3 

and donations can be made at:                                                                          

http://www.gofundme.com/62qsuOg  

Always needed: plywood, hand trowels, gift cards, plants, etc. 

Committee Reports:      

Mac: Mac spoke about 3 pending presumptives: bladder cancer, Parkin-

sons & Hyper thyroidism.  Blue Water claims can be made and will be 

filed. 

John L: Veterans treatment Court update- next dates are Sept. 5 & 19, all 

open to public, meets in room 264, 2:30 pm.  

Veterans Day Atrium displays filling up just a few left. 

VVA 1084 supported reburial of a local Vietnam War veteran from neglected local ceme-

tery to Arlington.     

Ray, Wreaths Across America: donations from DAC 6 of $ 150. $ 14,300 needed to cover all 

head stones. 

http://www.gofundme.com/62qsuOg
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Bill: Sept. 14 is Homeless Veterans Stand Down at Elks, volunteers needed on Fri. 9 am 

for set up, Sept. 21 is Gathering in the Pines at Cecil Field to Honor MIAs and POWs.  

New CBOC  Groundbreaking Oct. 3 at 10 am. 

Veterans Day events Nov. 11 at Anastasia Baptist Church & St Augustine Beach   

For the Good of The Order: Jim Cargilo, MOAA Shootout Fundraiser Oct. 

14, AR 15 to be raffled, flyer distributed. 

Travis Nedig, SJC VSO invited all to help with Stand Down set up on Sept. 

13 and event at 9 am on Sat. Sept. 14 at Elks. 

Paul Mayo, US Census Office: wants to hire 300 veterans 

for census at $ 17. an hour, 1-855-JOB-2020, or 2020cen-

sus.gov/jobs 

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm, The next meeting of the Veterans Council 

will be on Thursday, September 26, 2019, 7 pm in the Health & Human 

Services Building, 200 San Sebastian View.       

 

Future speakers:   

Sept. 26      Bob Buehn, Capt. USN, (Ret), former Commanding Officer, Guantanamo Bay 

                     Char Miller, Community Hospice, Veterans Programs 

Oct. 24        Chris Vedvick, Commander Dept of FL Military Order of the Purple Heart 

                     Derek Collins, The Mission Act explained 

Nov. 21       Emily Jane Murray, Public Archeology Coord, Flagler College, The Seminole 

Wars and How it Changed All of Us 

                     John Powell, Historic Firearms 

Dec. 19       Veterans Day Event: AAR 

                     Shiva Thompson, Yoga 4 Change  
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6 Chapters participate in POW/MIA event 

Six VVA Chapter participated in the second annual National POW/
MIA Memorial “A Gathering in the Pines” at the Chapel of the High
-Speed Pass, 6112 POW-MIA Memorial Parkway, Jacksonville on 
September 21. The event was held in conjunction with the Na-
tional POW/MIA Recognition Day. 

   Pictures by David Treffinger 
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Photos by David Treffinger 

and others 
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Please note the correct ZIP CODE to enter is 32085 
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The Story of Rick Rescorla, Vietnam Vet and 9/11 Hero  

Military.com | By Richard Sisk  

The late Army Col. Rick Rescorla, a legend in Vietnam who acted heroically as a civilian in the south 

tower of the World Trade Center on Sept. 11, 2001, will receive the posthumous award of the Presi-

dential Citizens Medal, the nation's second-highest civilian award after the Presidential Medal of Free-

dom, the president said this week. 

"Rick earned the Silver Star and the Purple Heart for his service in Vietnam," President Donald Trump 

said at the Pentagon's 9/11 memorial ceremony Wednesday. " ... On the day of the attack, Rick died 

while leading countless others to safety. His selfless actions saved approximately 2,700 lives." 

"Today, I am honored to announce that I will soon be awarding the late Rick Rescorla the Presidential 

Citizens Medal for his extraordinary sacrifice," Trump added 

A photo of Rescorla as a grizzled lieutenant in Vietnam, moving forward 

with bayonet fixed during the horrific 1965 battle of Ia Drang in Vi-

etnam, became one of the iconic images of the war. 

The photo was used on the cover of the gripping account of the battle 

written by veteran United Press International correspondent Joe Gallo-

way, with Army Lt. Gen. Harold Moore, in the book "We Were Soldiers Once ... And Young." In the 

prologue, Galloway wrote: "This, then, is our testament and our tribute to 234 Americans who died 

beside us in Landing Zone X-Ray and Landing Zone Albany in the Valley of Death, 1965." 

The book was made into the movie "We Were Soldiers," starring Mel Gibson in the role of Moore. 

Rescorla would later say he wouldn't see it. "All the heroes are dead," he said. 

There is a life-sized monument to Rescorla, modeled after the Vietnam photo, at the National Infantry 

Museum's Memorial Walk of Honor near Fort Benning, Georgia. 

In 2015, a conference center at Fort Hood, Texas, was dedicated in his name, and Army officials, his 

friends and widow, Susan Rescorla, recalled his actions in Vietnam and on Sept. 11, 2001, when he died 

at age 62. 

Cyril Richard "Rick" Rescorla was born in Cornwall and served in the British Army before coming to 

America at age 24 to be commissioned as a lieutenant and fight in Vietnam. He had the habit of singing 

the Cornish and Welsh battle hymns of his youth during times of crisis to buck up the spirits of those 

around him. He sang them during the worst of it in the battle of Ia Drang, and he sang them again as 

the towers burned on 9/11. 

Sam Fantino, Rescorla's radio operator in 1st Platoon, Company B, 2nd Battalion, 7th Cavalry Regi-
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ment, 3rd Armored Brigade Combat Team,1st Cavalry Division, recalled watching him with amaze-

ment during the battle of Ia Drang near the Cambodian border. 

"We were all sitting in our holes with our knees knocking, we have dead guys all around us, and here 

comes Rick singing Cornish songs," Fantino said in the Army account of the conference room dedica-

tion written by Sgt. Brandon Banzhaf. 

Fantino said that "pretty soon you are saying to yourself, 'If this guy can walk from hole to hole check-

ing to see if you have your grenades in the right place, checking to see if you have your magazines, and 

standing up like he is going on a Sunday afternoon's walk -- what do you have to worry about?'" 

Rescorla was head of security for Morgan Stanley when the World Trade Center towers were first at-

tacked in 1993 with a truck bomb, killing six. He believed the towers would be attacked again and 

planned relentlessly for an evacuation. 

In the chaos of the stairwells on Sept. 11, 2001, he was singing again. Few could recall later what the 

tune was, just that there was a calm and determined man with a British burr to his voice going about his 

dangerous work with a song. 

Dan Hill remembered. One of Rescorla's last phone calls was to his friend, Hill, who had served with 

him in Vietnam. Hill had worked previously for Rescorla as a security consultant, and Rescorla was now 

telling him to get up to New York to help deal with the aftermath. 

Rescorla broke off to sing again. It was the rousing "Men of Harlech," Hill later told the New Yorker 

magazine: "Men of Harlech stand ye steady, It cannot be ever said ye, For the battle were not ready, 

Stand and never yield!" 

"Everybody said, 'Rick your folks are out. You've done what you need to do,' but he pointed up the 

stairwell and said, 'You hear those screams? There's more people up there. I have to help get them out,'" 

Lt. Col. Andrew Watson, then-commander of the 2nd Battalion of the 7th Cavalry, said at the confer-

ence room dedication, according to the Army account. 

"How better can you epitomize selfless service to a nation than to first embark on the conflict in Vi-

etnam, and then to continue to serve your community at every level you find yourself," Watson said. 

"And to give that last full measure of dedication of service and support in an unexpected terrorist at-

tack that in lesser countries, would bring the country down to their knees, but served as a galvanizing 

force," Watson said. 

Susan Rescorla told the 7th Cav troops at the ceremony that she was so proud of her husband. 

"He had a choice. He could have walked out of there anytime he wanted to. If he was here today, he 

would be proud. This is the 7th Cav, this is our home, our history." 
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On behalf of North Florida South Georgia Veterans Health System 

(NF/SGVHS), we would like to invite you to attend in the 2019 Jacksonville 

VA Outpatient Clinic (OPC) Community Whole Health/Mental Health Summit 

on Thursday, November 14th at Florida State College at Jackson-

ville’s Advanced Technology Center, 401 W. State St. Jacksonville, FL. 32202.      

Registration will begin at 8:00 a.m.  

As part of the City of Jacksonville’s Season of Valor, this will be the 7th year of facilitating VA/Community Sum-

mits in Duval County.  The VA is striving to increase collaboration with the community in addressing subjects 

that reflect an integrated approach to health and mental health care in Jacksonville.   

Topics will include:  

Whole Health and Integrated Care for Health and Wellness 

Suicide Prevention Initiatives and Partnerships 

Moral Injury & Post Traumatic Growth 

Mission Act/Community Care 

Transitioning Service Members Services 

Same Day Access to Care & PCMHI 

Built for Zero Homelessness Initiative 

The goal through the Jacksonville VA OPC/Community Whole Health Summit is to engage in active dialogue on 

how we, as a community, can address the health and wellness needs of Veterans and their families through collab-

oration between NF/SGVHS, Veterans, and community partners.   

Please RSVP at: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/vacommunity-whole-healthmental-health-summit-tickets-

70271488915, with your name and/or representative(s) who is attending. Pre-registration is appreciated.  

If you are requesting to provide program/agency information at the event, Vendors are asked to 

direct their emails to Jessica.Bradstreet@va.gov.  Vendor space is limited, Vendors must be pre-

registered. 

We ask that everyone bring business cards to share.  There will be time for networking before and after the event.   

Breakfast and lunch will be provided. CEU’s pending.  This year’s event venue is sponsored by Florida State Col-

lege at Jacksonville’s Military and Veteran Service Center. 

  ~This event is open to the Public~ 

Internet:  https://www.northflorida.va.gov/ Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/VANFSG/ 

mailto:https://www.northflorida.va.gov/
mailto:https://www.facebook.com/VANFSG/
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New platform creates digital memorials for all veterans in national cemeteries 

Abbie Bennett  radio.com 

A new searchable online tool from the Department 

of Veterans Affairs and National Cemetery Admin-

istration allows creates digital memorials for fallen 

service members buried in national cemeteries 

across the United States. 

The Veterans Legacy Memorial is an online memorial space managed by the National Ceme-

tery Administration, which oversees the 136 national cemeteries where 3.7 million veterans 

are interred.  

The VLM creates a profile page for each service member. 

To find a memorial profile, go to vlm.cem.va.gov and search the name of your veteran, using 

their first and last name.  

You can narrow your search by providing the veteran's branch of service and the cemetery 

name, along with other information.  

Each veteran's page includes their name, dates of birth and death, last rank held, service 

branch, cemetery, address and contact information for the cemetery, section of the cemetery 

they are interred in and the date of their internment.  

Upcoming features will include the ability to leave tribute messages, photographs and more 

to individual profiles.  

"Veterans Legacy Memorial ensures 'no veteran ever dies' by honoring the legacy of our na-

tion’s veterans, not just in our cemeteries, but in a new and innovative digital setting," VA 

Secretary Robert Wilkie said in a statement announcing the new tool. “It enhances the onsite 

national cemetery experience and extends the experience to those who otherwise are unable 

to physically visit the cemetery.”   

For more information, go to va.gov/remember.  
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Eugene Jacques Bullard, National Hero 

submitted by Tom Waskovich 

Do you know who this is a photo of? Chances are you don’t, but don’t feel bad because 

probably not one American in one million does, and that is a National tragedy. His name is 

Eugene Jacques Bullard, and he is the first African-American fighter pilot in history. But 

he is also much more then that: He’s also a national hero, and his story is so incredible that 

I bet if you wrote a movie script based on it Hollywood would reject it as being too far-

fetched. 

 

Bullard was an expat living in France, and when World War 1 broke out he joined the French Infantry. He was serious-

ly wounded, and France awarded him the Croix de Guerre and Medaille Militaire. In 1916 he joined the French air ser-

vice and he first trained as a gunner but later he trained as a pilot. When American pilots volunteered to help France 

and formed the famous Lafayette Escadrille, he asked to join but by the time he became a qualified pilot they were no 

longer accepting new recruits, so he joined the Lafayette Flying Corps instead. He served with French flying units and 

he completed 20 combat missions. 

 

When the United States finally joined the war, Bullard was the only member of the Escadrille or the French Flying 

Corps who was NOT invited to join the US Air Service. The reason? At that time the Air Service only accepted white 

men. 

 

Now here is the part that almost sounds like a sequel to ‘Casablanca’: After WWI Bullard became a jazz musician in 

Paris and he eventually owned a nightclub called ‘L’Escadrille’. When the Germans invaded France and conquered it in 

WW2, his Club, and Bullard, became hugely popular with German officers, but what they DIDN’T know was that 

Bullard, who spoke fluent German, was actually working for the Free French as a spy. He eventually joined a French 

infantry unit, but he was badly wounded and had to leave the service. 

 

By the end of the war, Bullard had become a national hero in France, but he later moved back to the U.S. where he was 

of course completely unknown. Practically no one in the United States was aware of it when, in 1959, the French gov-

ernment named him a national Chevalier, or Knight. 

 

In 1960, the President of France, Charles DeGaulle, paid a state visit to the United States and when he arrived he said 

that one of the first things he wanted to do was to meet Bullard. That sent the White House staff scrambling because 

most of them, of course, had never even heard of him. They finally located him in New York City, and DeGaulle trav-

eled there to meet him personally. At the time, Eugene Bullard was working as … An elevator operator. 

 

Not long after Eugene Bullard met with the President of France, he passed away, and today very, very few Americans, 

and especially African-Americans, even know who he is. But, now YOU do, don’t you? And I hope you’ll be able to 

find opportunities to tell other people about this great American hero that probably only 1 American in 1 Million has 

ever heard of. 
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Matanzas High School is proud to show our support of the Military Community by offering 
Military Appreciation Night, Friday, October 18th @ 7pm. The Pirates salute all of those who 
serve. All active and retired military personnel will receive 2 complimentary tickets to Ma-
tanzas vs Lyman High School. Please bring your official service ID to the gate. We would like 
all troops and veterans to arrive by 6:30pm to be apart of our National Anthem Ceremonies 
on the field. Thank you for your service! 
           1SG (Ret.) Troy Caraballo, U.S.Army JROTC Instructor, Matanzas High School 
         3535 Pirate Nation Way, Palm Coast, FL 32137, WK: (386)-447-1575 Ext. 8191 
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Joe Snowberger, VP Duval County Veterans Council:  

As Neil Armstrong would have said "Good for    

Jacksonville, GREAT for the largest military,          

Veterans, and family population in America's 

Friendliest Military and Veterans City! 
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    From the Queens, NY Chronicle 

Flags of the fallen looking for a home   

VVA Chapter 32 President Manfred Edenho-

fer in the group’s headquarters with their 

unclaimed flags of indigent veterans who 

were buried without family. 

There are dozens of burial flags in the base-

ment of Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 32 headquarters on 149th Street in 

Whitestone — and no one to claim them. 

After years of seeing that indigent veterans get a proper military funeral — more 

than 125 to date — they have been the only ones to accept the flags given to mil-

itary families at their funerals. 

At first, they put the flags, each with a name tag, up on the walls of the headquar-

ters. But now there are just too many. 

In 2008, then-VVA Chapter 32 President Pat Toro and Life Associate Member 

Robert Boisselle learned about the hundreds of veterans buried without ceremo-

ny at Hart Island. Toro had the chapter declared Organizational Friends of Indi-

gent Veterans in New York City. 

The organization works with Hess-Miller Funeral Home and accompanies each 

veteran’s hearse to Calverton Cemetery in Suffolk County, where a graveside 

service is held, taps is played and a flag is presented to a chapter member in lieu 

of next of kin. 

Toro died in 2014 but current-chapter President Manfred Edenhofer is carrying 

on the legacy. 

“For the last year we have not gotten a burial,” said Edenhofer. “Now you can’t 

VVA Chapter 32 president carries on in his quest to 

honor those lost 

photo by Michael Shain 
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tell me that in the last year no veteran who had no family died in the City of New 

York. You can’t make me believe that.” 

During recent Memorial Day parades, Francis Lewis High School JROTC mem-

bers have walked with flags as veterans gave out pamphlets with more information 

as they look for next of kin. 

But Edenhofer asks, “If the city can’t find them, what chance do we have with a 

piece of paper?” 

And if a late veteran had no family? 

“They’re still veterans,” Edenhofer said. “We’re their family.” 

City Department of Veterans’ Services spokesman Gabriel Ramos said in an email, 

“Our agency works with a number of [Voluntary Service Overseas] partners 

across the city including chapters from VVA, American Legion, and VFW among 

others. It may be the case that the bulk of the veterans buried this year were con-

centrated in other boroughs and were better handled by other chapters. I assure 

you, the important work of ensuring proper burials and final honors for our City’s 

indigent or unclaimed veterans continues.” 

Edenhofer was in Junior ROTC at Xavier High School in Manhattan. He wore his 

uniform every day, inspected and took rifles apart, learned how to shoot in the 

basement and learned about war history. 

Then he joined ROTC at Fordham. 

“I figured I’m going to get drafted I might as well go in as a second lieutenant,” 

Edenhofer said. 

It was the middle of the 1960s and there were antiwar protests at the school. 

“I’m ROTC,” Edenhofer said. “What side do you think I’m going to be on? I was, 

before the war, ‘Yeah, we should be over there.’ My classmates are across the 

street telling us to go screw ourselves, we shouldn’t be over there. Turns out they 
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were probably right.” 

He added, “We were spoon-fed what they wanted us to hear,” Edenhofer said. 

“Some of us bought in and some didn’t.” 

Because he was in ROTC he was told he could go anywhere he wanted for 22 

months before being shipped to Vietnam in exchange for an extra year of active 

duty, meaning he would do two years of active duty and two more in the Reserve. 

Edenhofer went to Germany — he spoke the language fluently and there was a fa-

vorable exchange rate. 

“Did I have it made over there,” he said. 

After a month back in the States he left for Vietnam. 

“I’m lucky,” Edenhofer said. “I went in as an MP. Nobody was trying to kill me.” 

When he arrived he was sent to Officer Basic Training and was called in by Sgt. 

Arthur Todd, who had been his sergeant in Germany. The two men embraced. 

“Nobody’s shooting at my lieutenant,” Todd said. “I got you a good job.” 

Edenhofer did airport security at Cam Ranh Bay. “Easy job. Boring as hell.” 

However, he got Agent Orange because of what was being transported in. 

“I’m lucky,” he said. “We’ve got a lot of guys with Purple Hearts.” 

Edenhofer was surprised when a veteran he knew took a trip to Vietnam. He won-

dered why a soldier would want to go where 58,000 Americans had died but his 

friend simply said, “It’s a beautiful country.” 

The welcome-home World War II soldiers received was not the same for the Vi-

etnam veterans. They were turned away from VFW posts, told “Vietnam was not a 

war.” 

The VVA operates under the principle “Never again will one generation of veter-
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ans abandon another.” 

At a street fair several years ago, Edenhofer saw a younger-looking Asian man 

with a Vietnam veterans hat. Edenhofer asked if he was a veteran and the man 

said he was. 

Edenhofer said, “Welcome home” and hugged the man, who started laughing. 

“I wasn’t on your side,” he said. “I was a kid. They made me a tunnel rat. They said 

they’d kill my family if I didn’t. I was trying to kill you f---ing guys.” 

Edenhofer’s reply: “You’re a Vietnam vet, ain’t you? You live here now? Welcome 

home.” 

Then Edenhofer introduced the man to the rest of the veterans at the booth. 

“Hey guys, meet the enemy,” he joked. 

Michael Shain contributed to this story. 

 

 

 

 

Who is this Vietnam veteran?        

And a member of VVA 1084 
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The Veterans Council of St Johns County will again be hosting the Traveling Vietnam Wall 

for its Veterans Day event on Monday, November 11, 2019. 

In addition to the Vietnam Wall, we also will have on display the War on Terror Wall. 

Chairman Dudley will be arranging a tri county Sheriff's dept. Wall Escort and PGR Ride 

Captain has provided the attached Ride/Escort sched-

ule. 

Food and beverage will be provided upon arrival in St 

Augustine on Sunday Nov. 10.    

 

                  PGR's Vietnam Wall Escort / Setup 

Sunday / Monday, November 10 & 11, 2019 

Fellow PGR, we are Honored to be able to escort and set up our very own Vietnam Wall 

for a Veteran's Day Celebration. 

There are three segments of the escort prior to reaching the final destination in St. Au-

gustine, FL.  

1. Depart Saint Cloud, escort to Bruce Rossmeyer's Harley Davidson in Ormond Beach 

(Daytona) (approximately 90 miles) where other Veteran organizations and LEO will join 

us. 

2. Depart Ormond Beach with LEO assisted escort to the Elks Lodge 829 in St. Augustine 

(approximately 45 miles traveling on US 1 north) where food and beverage will be pro-

vided. 

3. Depart Elks Lodge 829 to Anastasia Baptist Church (approximately  ½ miles south) 

where we will erect The Wall for a Veteran's Day Ceremony on Monday 11/11/2019 

A lot of help will be needed to set up The Wall on Sunday and to take it down on Mon-

day after the ceremony. This will be a good opportunity to get experience in erecting 

The Wall for future PGR Wall missions. 

Feel free to join the escort at any staging point along the route. 

                                                          Flag Bikes are encouraged 



36 

 

 

 

Part 1 

Shell Station, 5355 Irlo Bronson Memorial Hwy, Saint Cloud, FL. 

34771 

Map: https://goo.gl/QJSbvR 

0930 hrs – Stage   0945 hrs – Brief     1000 hrs – KSU 

Ride Captain: David "Flyboy" Shelton, pgrfldavid@gmail.com,  321-689-4699 

-------------------------------------- 

Part 2 

Bruce Rossmeyer's Harley Davidson, 1637 US-1, Ormond Beach, FL 32174 

Map: https://goo.gl/vALJyX 

1130 hrs – Stage   1145 hrs – Brief  1200 hrs – KSU 

Ride Captain: David "Flyboy" Shelton, pgrfldavid@gmail.com, 321-689-4699 

----------------------------------------- 

Part 3 

Elks Lodge 829, 1420 US-1, St. Augustine, FL 32084 

Map: https://goo.gl/EKJB5H 

1300 hrs – Stage   1345 hrs – Brief  1355 hrs – KSU 

Ride Captain: David "Flyboy" Shelton, pgrfldavid@gmail.com, 321-

689-4699 

------------------------------------------- 

Part 4 

Anastasia Baptist Church, 1650 A1A S., St. Augustine, FL 32080 

Map: https://goo.gl/NCoa6h 

1400 hrs – Arrival & Wall setup 

Ride Captain: David "Flyboy" Shelton, pgrfldavid@gmail.com 
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From Military.com    by Oriana Pawlyk 

Younger Vets Are on a Mission to Change the American Legion from Within 

INDIANAPOLIS -- Older men sporting ball caps, and perhaps leather-patched vests, sit in a dark bar, 

smoke wafting about while they talk about their war days. 

It's a stereotypical image associated with American Legion posts: a place to retreat and share kinship with 

men who became close because they stood side by side in conflicts like the Vietnam War, or met in veter-

an outreach programs.  

But it's not the image the next generation of vets wants people to think of. 

As they attempt to change the image of the nearly two-million-member organization, younger veterans 

say it's time to go back to a grassroots campaign of family-oriented programs and community service. 

Two Post-9/11 vets who spoke with Military.com during the American Legion's 101st National Conven-

tion at the end of August said the organization, like the military itself, must shift and offer more personal-

ized, tailored positions that give prospective members -- or those thinking of leaving the Legion -- a sense 

of purpose and belonging. 

"At some point in time, the American Legion ... and other legacy service organizations, switched from 

being a community-centered focal point to being an exclusive social club. And that is switching back," 

said Derric Grimes, an Army veteran and a member of the post in Fuquay-Varina, North Carolina. Mili-

tary.com sat down with Grimes and Desiree "Dez" Guerra, a member of Department of Colorado Dis-

trict 7, during the convention. 

The two say they've seen change gradually taking place: Post-9/11 vets find themselves more closely 

aligned to the Legion's founders, the World War I-era service members who were on a mission to give 

back to communities, build partnerships with local and state organizations and foster programs geared 

toward family events. 

While the Legion has always maintained a responsibility to community initiatives, those efforts at some 

point became less prominent. The image of "a smoke-filled bar with a bunch of old guys sitting around 

complaining about the VA and swapping war stories" was born, Grimes said. 

"We're fighting against our own perception of what the American Legion is -- because we're not a bar -- 

and we're fighting against the public perception because that's all they've seen for the last several dec-

ades," he said. "That's where you're seeing that positive growth across the country ... with doing stuff for 

our communities; that's what we're supposed to do." 

Something for Everyone 

John Raughter, the Legion's national deputy director of media relations, said he's heard this characteriza-

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fdehayf5mhw1h7.cloudfront.net%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fsites%2F1072%2F2019%2F02%2F26201952%2FDSC_1219-2.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kniakrls.com%2F2019%2F02%2F27%2Famerican-legion-offers-knoxville-kid
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tion for decades. 

"Oh yes, there is a perception," Raughter said. He quoted a Wall Street Journal article written in 1971 

titled, "American Legion, Once Civic and Social Power, Is Slowly Fading Away." 

"The article goes on to say the old members are dying off, the young ones aren't interested ... and [the 

organization] is slowly ebbing in importance. So the older vets that were fading away, according to the 

article, were the World War I veterans, and the young ones were the Vietnam War vets, and today, they 

represent the largest segment of our membership. So these are perceptions that have existed. ... That arti-

cle is 48 years old now," he said. 

Acknowledging there has been the long-standing stigma, Raughter said each vet has something different 

to offer either to their Legion post or to his or her community. 

"So for us to be diminished as some sort of social club, I think is an unfair statement," he said. 

Grimes, 34, said the social-club aspect of his delegation, Post 116, does help keep the lights on. 

"But is that who we are? No," he said. 

New posts are especially promising because they offer a fresh start and can be whatever they want to be. 

"A lot of people think that they have to have a building," Grimes said. "You can do it anywhere, really. 

Your home, community, just have to have a place to host your meetings. It could be someone's house. It 

could be a Denny's ... it could be a virtual [community]" through online video conferencing. 

There is a larger, long-term strategy to bring in new members. Grimes and Guerra said the Legion is 

long overdue to incorporate more targeted conversations and marketing efforts to recruit and retain 

members. 

The Legion "needs to capitalize on the talents of the people that they're recruiting," Guerra said. 

Please see for the full article: https://www.military.com/daily-news/2019/09/08/younger-vets-are-

mission-change-american-legion-within.html?fbclid=IwAR3-

zDFb2UInxv6lI7wKl8tvzAjf93v2VLin5THGMeM07ebYGIodK3vHWDI#.XXbMsehltic.facebook  

 

https://www.military.com/daily-news/2019/09/08/younger-vets-are-mission-change-american-legion-within.html?fbclid=IwAR3-zDFb2UInxv6lI7wKl8tvzAjf93v2VLin5THGMeM07ebYGIodK3vHWDI#.XXbMsehltic.facebook
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2019/09/08/younger-vets-are-mission-change-american-legion-within.html?fbclid=IwAR3-zDFb2UInxv6lI7wKl8tvzAjf93v2VLin5THGMeM07ebYGIodK3vHWDI#.XXbMsehltic.facebook
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2019/09/08/younger-vets-are-mission-change-american-legion-within.html?fbclid=IwAR3-zDFb2UInxv6lI7wKl8tvzAjf93v2VLin5THGMeM07ebYGIodK3vHWDI#.XXbMsehltic.facebook
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Installation of the Beirut Memorial Monument will go on the anniversary of the 

bombing, OCTOBER 23, time to be determined at Evergreen Cemetery. The for-

mal Dedication will be on Nov 10th at 1600 and we will always have a remem-

brance every Nov 10th at Evergreen as we have done since 2004. We have now en-

sured our fellow Marines lost in Beirut and Grenada will never be forgotten here 

in Jacksonville, Florida. We call this SEMPER FIDELIS. 



41 

There’s a new sign on SR 207, just west of the Record building 

VA clinic groundbreaking set   

   Groundbreaking for a new veterans Community Based Outpatient 

Clinic is set for October 3, with completion of the project by late Au-

gust or early September 2020. 

   "It will be a significant event with invitations to many of our elect-

ed officials including Governor DeSantis, U.S. Senators Rubio and 

Scott, Congressmen Rutherford and Waltz and other elected offi-

cials," says St. Johns Veterans Council Chair Bill Dudley. "This has 

been a long time coming for our deserving veterans who rely on the 

clinic for their health care needs." 

   The new location is off SR 207 south of SR 312. 

   Dudley was in the forefront of efforts to secure a new location and 

clinic for nearly ten years after announcement the old location at 

the county health complex on US 1 was to be sold to Lowe's. 

   "It has at times been extremely contentious, but our persistence 

has been rewarded with a permanent location and the clinic will 

soon be under construction," says Dudley. 

 



42 

 

The Veterans “Wall of Honor” 

Veterans Council Chairman Bill Dudley and I recently visited Silver 

Creek, a new state of the art Senior Retirement Community in St. Augus-

tine, located on SR 307 opposite the site of the new VA CBOC. 

While walking around the facility, speaking about the 22 veterans living in 

Silver Creek, we came across the very impressive “Wall of Honor” pic-

tured below. 

Silver Creek is a senior living community offering an extensive range of 

services for both assisted living and memory care in an ideal setting that is 

second to none. Located in the historic city of St. Augustine, Florida, Sil-

ver Creek is close to all the unique eateries, shops, beaches and cultural 

attractions of downtown Old City, yet tucked away in a private setting on 

21 acres of mature pine trees and natural woodlands. 
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Veterans Legacy Memorial honors deceased Veterans online 

The Veterans Legacy Memorial, the country’s first digital 

platform dedicated entirely to memory preservation for 

the 3.7 million Veterans interred in VA national cemeter-

ies, launched Aug. 14. 

Each Veteran will have their own memorial page on the 

VLM, a secure, web-based platform that creates a per-

petual memorial extending beyond the physical border 

of the national cemetery. 

“Veterans Legacy Memorial ensures ‘no Veteran ever dies’ by honoring the legacy of our na-

tion’s Veterans, not just in our cemeteries, but in a new and innovative digital setting,” said 

VA Secretary Robert Wilkie. “It enhances the onsite national cemetery experience and ex-

tends the experience to those who otherwise are unable to physically visit the cemetery.” 

 

NCA, in conjunction with VA’s Office of Information & Technology, built the architecture 

for the site starting with the information contained on every Veteran’s headstone. 

 

In the initial rollout, the public will be able to search the site for Veterans, find out where 

they are buried and read the basic details of their lives and service. Future capabilities may 

be expanded to allow families, survivors, fellow Veterans and others to add historic photos 

and share memories to a deceased Veteran’s memorial page. Such capabilities will include 

provisions that allows NCA to manage the site in a manner that maintains the same level of 

decorum our customers experience in our national cemeteries. 

 

For more information about the Veterans Legacy Memorial, visit https://www.va.gov/

remember.Have questions about Veterans Legacy Memorial? Find what you’re looking for 

at VLM FAQ. 
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The US Army in Vietnam 
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 Andersonville National Historic Site 

When you imagine a prisoner of war (POW) what do 

you see? Chances are you’re envisioning a male soldier 

suffering the hardships of captivity, but have you ever 

wondered – are there any female POWs?  

The United States Department of Defense officially 

banned women from serving in combat in 1994. That 

ban was eventually lifted almost twenty years later in 2013. However, even with the ban in 

place women serving in the U.S. military often found themselves in combat zones or hos-

tile situations.  

Two of the more well-known female POWs are Shoshana Johnson and Jessica Lynch, who 

served in Operation Iraqi Freedom. They were both captured during the battle of Nasiri-

yah. Johnson was wounded by gunfire to both ankles and Lynch by rocket propelled gre-

nades, causing her to crash her Humvee. Both were hindered by their injuries and conse-

quentially, were taken into captivity were they spent many terrifying days, everyday fac-

ing the unknown. 

On April 1st, 2003, Lynch was rescued from the Saddam Hospital in Nasiriyah, Iraq, and on 

April 13, 2003, Johnson was rescued. Both women were brought back to safety in the first 

successful POW rescue mission since World War II.  

After returning home Johnson went to a rehab facility to help her heal from the ordeal 

and move on from the trauma that she endured. In 2013, she came to the National Prison-

er of War Museum at Andersonville National Historic Site to talk to visitors about her ex-

periences.  

Lynch was hospital bound and continued medical treatments for the injuries that she sus-

tained in battle. In a later interview about the moment she was captured, Lynch stated, “I 

went down praying to my knees. And that's the last I remember.” 

Both women were awarded Bronze Stars, the Prisoner of War Metal and Purple Hearts, 

and have both received numerous awards for their bravery, loyalty, and service to the 

United States. (GB) 

--------------------- 

Above Photo: Jessica Lynch and Army Specialist Shoshana Johnson at Glamor Magazine's 

Women of the Year awards in 2003; image from DailyMail. 
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 *****FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE****** 

 

VETERANS COUNCIL ANNOUNCES 

WREATH CAMPAIGN 

Chairman Bill Dudley of the Veterans Council of St. 

Johns County has announced the annual drive for Wreaths Across America has be-

gun. 

The council is dedicated to ensuring that every headstone in the St. Augustine Na-

tional Cemetery is adorned with a live holiday wreath this year.  The council has 

successfully sponsored the drive for several years. 

The community is invited to send donations to purchase the wreaths.  Individual 

wreaths are $15.00.   If two wreaths are purchased at $30.00 the council receives 

a free wreath (3 for cost of 2). Our local businesses are encouraged to participate. 

With more than 1,200 gravesites the project is truly considerable. 

The community is invited to the St. Augustine National Cemetery on Decem-

ber14, 2019 at 12:00 p.m. for a ceremony followed by placement of the wreaths. 

Youth organizations are encouraged to participate to learn and honor our veter-

ans. 

Checks made payable to WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA may be sent to: Veterans 

Council of St. Johns County, P. O. Box 2117, St. Augustine, FL 32085-2117. 

For any additional information please contact one of the campaign co-chairs, SGM 

(Ret) Ray Quinn at 904.797.5622 or CAPT George Linardos, USA (Fmr) at 

904.495.6111. 

 



50 

 

The Veterans Council of St. Johns County would like 

to invite our St. Augustine community to Wreaths 

Across America Day, Saturday, December 14, 2019 

at 12:00 pm (noon) at the St. Augustine National 

Cemetery on 104 Marine Street, next to the Florida 

National Guard Headquarters. Parking is at a premi-

um so be sure to arrive early. Youth organizations are 

encouraged to participate to learn about and honor 

our veterans. 

Wreaths Across America is dedicated to ensuring that headstones in all America’s Na-

tional Cemeteries are adorned with a live holiday wreath at Christmas. 

A 12 year old paperboy for the Bangor Daily News named Morrill Worcester, now 

owner of Worcester Wreath Company of Harrington, Maine, won a trip to Washington 

D.C. Arlington National Cemetery made an especially indelible impression on him. 

Later in life, this experience reminded him that his good fortune was due to veterans, 

especially by those who made the ultimate sacrifice. 

In 1992, the Worcester Wreath Company found themselves with a surplus of 5,000 

wreaths nearing the end of the holiday season. Seeing an opportunity to honor our 

country’s veterans arrangements were made for the surplus wreaths to be placed at Ar-

lington National Cemetery, which included a special ceremony at the Tomb of the Un-

known Soldier. This year we will place over 2 million wreaths at 1,640 National Ceme-

teries. 

Donation levels for individual wreaths start as low $15.00 per wreath.   If two wreaths 

are purchased at $30.00 the council receives a free wreath (3 for cost of 2). Our local 

businesses are encouraged to participate. With more than 1,200 gravesites the project 

is truly considerable. Make your checks payable to WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA and 

send to: Veterans Council of St. Johns County, P. O. Box 2117, St. Augustine, FL 32085

-2117. We are a 501(c)(3) for donation purposes. 
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       A  question we all may have to ask some day.        

 What should I do if a Veteran passes away? 

From Nila Thompson 
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 The American Legion Post 194 

Make plans to help us celebrate 71 years of serving    

veterans in the St Augustine community.                                                                 

Contact Post for more info and tickets. 904 829 8189. 
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36 Granada Street, St. Augustine FL 32084 

(904) 679-5736 

Corazoncinemaandcafe.com  

Stop by the Corazon Cinema and Café 

located in the heart of St. Augustine to 

catch a great film or a bite to eat (free parking). Tell us you 

are a veteran and receive 10% off any food or 

drinks. Beer and wine available. 
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The Veterans Council of St. Johns County is proud to           

announce that it has modernized its website and created        

a Facebook page. 

We are inviting all veterans to visit our website at:                          

NEW  http://www.veteranscouncilsjc.org  

The Veterans Council will post items of interest to 

all veterans, post pictures, articles, flyers, events, 

etc.  We will post our meetings dates and keep 

you informed about events at the Jacksonville 

and St. Augustine National Cemeteries. 

          Please join our group on Facebook at:       

                http://veteranscouncilsjc.org  

 

           Please select Join the Group to become a member 

. 

Once you have joined the Veterans Council Facebook group you 

will be able to post your meetings, pictures, articles, fund raisers, 

etc. It will be your common site to go to and see what’s happening. 

The website and Facebook page were updated and created so 

that there would be a central place to list all veterans activities in 

NE FL. 

You may have noticed the Veterans Council’s new logo, it was cre-

ated by Roy Havekost and his web design company PageAuthors. 

The VC strongly recommends that you contact Roy, 727-487-6252, 

if you or your vet group wants to create a website or Facebook 

page. 

 

mailto:http://www.veteranscouncilofstjohns.org
http://veteranscouncilsjc.org
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NEW INFO:  Ride in comfort to your ap-

pointments at the VA Medical Center in 

Gainesville.  

 

The van is provided by the Disabled Veterans Chapter 6, and leaves no 

later than 6AM from the new VA Clinic location at 195 Southpark Blvd. 

The corner of Southpark and Old Moultrie Road. 

 

To schedule your seat please contact the VA Clinic at 904-823-2954 and 

ask for Veteran Van Scheduling. 
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 400 N. Ponce de Leon Blvd.—St. Augustine, FL 32084-

3587 

     904-829-2201– fax 904-829-2020— 800-997-1961 

                                           www.herbiewiles.com 

   The House That Trust Built 

 

 

Please support our sponsors 
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 The Veterans Council of St. Johns County welcomes 

article submissions from all County Veterans & 

organizations. Articles should be of interest to all and 

veterans related. Submissions may be edited &/or 

shortened and used if space permits. 

Send to:  rothfeldm@gmail.com  

  
 
 

The Veterans Council of St. Johns County, Inc. is a        
Not For Profit Florida Corporation. 

 

Our formation date was July 4, 2001 in a proclamation 
issued by the St. Johns County Commissioners. It is 
composed of representatives of the various veterans' 
organizations within St. Johns County. 
 

The Veteran's Council will work with city and county 
governments and other local organizations to achieve 
the mutual goal to provide a central agency to assist in 
the coordination and presentation of matters concerning 
veterans and veterans activities in St. Johns County. 
 

The Veteran's Council will endeavor to precipitate, stim-
ulate and assist various organizations as they perform 
patriotic events. One of the major purposes is the pro-
motion and education of national patriotic matters. 
 

The St. Johns County Veterans Council meets the 

last Thursday of the month at 7 pm. 

 The Veterans Council will meet at the St. 

Johns County Health & Human Services 

Building, 200 San Sebastian View 

Muscovy Room, 1st floor 

Veterans Council of  St. Johns County,     

“Helping  All Veterans” 

Veterans Service Office 
 200 San Sebastian View, Suite 1400              

St. Augustine, FL 32084 

(physical location) 
The VSO Office is located in the St. Johns County Health and  

Human Services Building.  
 

The office is open from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. daily, 
Monday through Friday excluding holidays. 

  
 

Service is by appointment. 
Phone: 904-209-6160   Fax: 904-209-6161 

Joseph McDermott, SR VSO 

Rick Rees, Assistant VSO 

Travis Neidig, Assistant VSO 

 

The views expressed in The Patriot Reader Newsletter articles, submissions and spotlights 

are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the views of the Veterans Council of 

St. Johns County or the editors of The Patriot Reader. It is the purpose of this periodical to 

share a variety of information that pertain to local veterans and their organizations.  


