
  

reaching out to the public 

to assist in raising the 

money through donations 

to help offset the costs of 

continuing operations. 

We have experienced a 

myriad of expenses this 

year in a start up opera-

tion and updating plumb-

ing and electrical systems  

as well as painting the 

rooms, upgrading fur-

nishings and other ex-

penses. A flyer appears in 

this addition of The Patri-

ot Reader newsletter giv-

ing instructions on how 

you can donate. We ap-

preciate all donations to 

help us continue provid-

ing shelter and comfort 

for our homeless veter-

ans.  

Bill Dudley, Chairman 

Veterans Council of St. 

Johns County, Inc. 

  

FELLOW VETERANS, 

The Veterans Council 

and MOAA-ACC are fi-

nalizing the planning for 

this years Veterans Day 

Program. Nearly all slots 

for exhibits are now filled 

and the Vietnam and 

GWOT Memorial Walls 

are now scheduled for 

this year’s event. We 

have another wonderful 

program planned for this 

year…probably the best 

we have ever produced to 

honor our veterans. This 

year’s program theme … 

Passing The Torch will 

feature a veteran from 

WW ll, Korean, Vi-

etnam,  Gulf War, and 

OEF/OIF war.  A 

JROTC cadet from St. 

Augustine, Nease, and 

Bartram Trail High 

Schools will introduce 

each of the veterans and 

provide their Bio. Please 

place this date on your 

calendar to join us at An-

astasia Baptist Church , 

1650 A1A S. St. Augus-

tine to honor our veterans 

who have given so much for 

our nation.  

The Veterans Council would 

like to thank St. Joseph 

Academy for dedicating this 

past Friday nights football 

game to Honoring our He-

roes. All veterans that at-

tended were honored in a 

mid-field appearance at half 

time. Each veteran was per-

sonally recognized by having 

their name, rank, service 

branch and other infor-

mation of interest read over 

the loud speaker system by 

the game announcer. The 

veterans very much appreci-

ated the recognition and all 

that SJA does to honor vet-

erans during their school 

year.  

Veterans Village applied for 

a Florida State grant this past 

Legislative session that un-

fortunately got chopped in 

the last rounds of the budget 

review. As a result, we have 

experienced some financial 

difficulties in our operating 

budget. Therefore, we are 
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The Veterans Council of St. Johns County meets on 

the last Thursday of the month, all are invited to  

attend.  We meet at the County Health & Human 

Services Building, 200 San Sebastian View, at 7 pm 

in the Muscovy room.                                           
Upcoming Speakers      

October 30 

Jill Lancaster, Guitars for Vets 

Eric Hernandez, Military Outreach Director, St Augustine YMCA 

Peter Jennison, Veterans Disability Practice, VA Accredited Attorney 

** November 20 & December 18 meetings are a week earlier than  usual be-

cause of the Holidays ** 
**November 20** 

David McCuistan, former Chapter Commander, MOWW 

Ed Turner, Exec. Dir. Cecil Field POW MIA Memorial 

**December 18** 

Dr. Amy Giroux,  Univ. of Central FL,    

Identifying the two graves holding the remains of 12 Great Plains Native Americans who 

were among the 72 captured in the 1870s and became prisoners of war in St. Augustine.   

Jonathan Richmond, Mission United at United Way 

January 29, 2026 

Tiffany Coffey, Administrator, Lassen State Veterans Nursing Home 

Danial DiMarco,  Soldiers Freedom Outdoors 

February 26, 2026 

   Dr. Michael Butler, Prof. Flagler College, Vietnam Historian 

Brian Stewart, Pres., Mission 11th Hour 

March 26, 2029 

Sara Williams, Encompass Health 

Elias Tavarez, Project Savior Outdoors 

May 28, 2026 

 Shalisha Bynoe, Proj. Dir., St Augustine Cares 

** November 20 & December 18 meetings are a week earlier than  

usual because of the Holidays ** 
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                                           Veterans Village. 

We are currently facing a $250,000 deficit due to a loss of fund-

ing from The Florida Department of  Veterans' Affairs. We are 

seeking 250 generous supporters to pledge $1,000 each to help 

cover the costs of  Veterans Village. All donation amounts are 

gratefully accepted. Thank you for your support! 

Please make your checks payable to Home Again, St. Johns, 

and write "Bill Dudley's Heroes" in the memo line. Mail them 

to:   

197 State Rd. 16  

Saint Augustine, FL 32084.  
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       VETERANS COUNCIL OF ST. JOHNS COUNTY 

   MINUTES OF GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

SEPTEMBER 25, 2025 

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Dudley 

WELCOME AND OPENING REMARKS: Chairman Dudley 

PLEDGE: Chairman Dudley 

INVOCATION 

INTRODUCTION OF NEW GUESTS: New attendees introduced them-

selves and who they represent. 

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: Minutes of last meeting conducted Au-

gust 28, 2025, were presented by Chairman Dudley. Copies of the 

Minutes are available on the sign-in table and were sent to members 

electronically by the Secretary. The minutes were approved by 

voicevote with no changes. 

TREASURER REPORT: As of August 26, 2025, the Council’s total liquid 

cash balance was $138,723.04; the liquid cash net balance as of Sep-

tember 24, 2025, was $143,186.27. Treasurer Mountcastle went over the 

Treasurer’s Report regarding money taken in and expenses for the 

month. The floor was open for any questions. The Treasurer Report 

was approved by voice vote with no questions or changes. 

CHECK PRESENTATIONS: Chairman Dudley accepted a check in the 

amount of $1,000 from the St. Augustine Lions Club for Wreaths 

Across America expenses. 

Chairman Dudley also accepted a check, presented by Randy Hudg-

ins from St. Johns Family Funeral Home, in the amount of $695. The 
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funds were an overpayment from the VA for an indigent Veteran’s fu-

neral expenses. 

SPEAKERS: 

EDDIE CREAMER, ST. JOHNS COUNTY PROPERTY APPRAISER 

Eddie Creamer, the elected St. Johns County Property Appraiser, in-

troduced himself to the group and explained the responsibilities of 

the Property Appraiser’s Office. Mr. Creamer spoke of filing Home-

stead Exemption in St. Johns County and the exemptions available to 

Disabled Veterans, Military and First Responders. Mr. Creamer provid-

ed a brochure that explains all the exemptions in detail. The floor was 

open for questions and answers. 

JERRY DOMASK, VIETNAM VETERAN, ARTIST, FRIEND OF POW TED 

GOSTAS     Jerry Domask introduced himself and provided a display 

of his artwork. Mr. Domask spoke of his friendship with POW Ted 

Gostas, an Army ranking intelligence officer held in captivity for over 

5 years during the Vietnam War, and the artwork created to honor 

him. Mr. Domask spoke of the art created by Mr. Gostas and its na-

tional display. The floor was open for questions and answers. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

VETERANS SERVICE OFFICE, MAC MCDERMOTT 

Mr. McDermott gave an update on the VSO and the appeals process 

for claims filed. He gave an account of the number of claims filed and 

the time taken to review and approve or deny the claims. Mr. McDer-

mott also spoke about staff changes within the VSO and hopes to get a 

new Service Officer in place soon to help provide relieve the work-

load within the office. Floor was open for questions. 
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VETERANS TREATMENT COURT, JOHN LESLIE 

John Leslie was not in attendance at this month’s meeting due to a 

fall taken recently by him. 

Chairman Dudley spoke of the Annual VTC Alumni picnic that will 

be held at Heritage Park on Saturday, September 27, 2025, beginning 

at 11:00 am. All interested are invited to attend. 

UNFINISHED/NEW BUSINESS 

Chairman Dudley gave an update on the SR16 facility with Home 

Again St. Johns; we are fully in the facility and feeding people dur-

ing the daytime. We have not started putting people into units yet 

but should as of the middle of October. Two units are specifically for 

homeless Veterans. 

Veterans Village has 19 Veterans housed there now, with two more 

rooms under renovation and will be available soon. There is a wait-

ing list of Veterans to get in. 

The Veterans Day Program, hosted by the Veterans Council, is 

planned for November 11, 2025, at Anastasia Baptist Church. This 

year’s theme will be “Passing the Torch.” Everyone is invited to        

attend. 

The floor was open for further questions and new business. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:20 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

William Dudley, Chairman Veterans Council of St. Johns County    .  
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At the September 25th Veterans Council meeting 

Lion's Club WAA donation 

JD Decknick USAF ret., Rick McAllister (VC) , Suzanne Deck-

nick,  Aurora Sanks, USMC ret. present $1,000 donation for                         

Wreaths Across America  

 

 

 

 

 

St. John's funeral home donation of $ 695 by Randy Hudgins to             

the Veterans Council  

 

 

From the FDVA, Forward March, the Veterans Newsletter, link below 

   September 2025 Edition of the Forward March Veterans' Newsletter  

mailto:September%202025%20Edition%20of%20the%20Forward%20March%20Veterans'%20Newsletter
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/FLDVA/bulletins/3f2e3ae
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     SALUTE AMERICA: HONORING HEROES, PRESENTED BY 104.5 WOKV 

Join us for a night of pride, reflection, and gratitude as we celebrate the 

men and women who serve our nation. 

WED | DEC 10 Ponte Vedra Concert Hall 

 

Salute America: Honoring Heroes brings to-

gether community leaders, veterans, and voices 

from across Northeast Florida for an evening 

dedicated to honoring our military heroes and those who support 

them. Grab your tickets and join the celebration today! 

Featured speakers include: 

Erick Erickson, nationally syndicated talk show host 

Drew Steele, Florida’s Voice Radio 

Lt. Col. Bill Dudley (USAF Ret.), Chairman, Veterans Council of St. Johns 

County 

Dee Quaranta (USAF Ret.), Northeast Florida Women Veterans Inc. 

Col. Len Loving (USMC Ret.), 5 Star Veterans Center 

Capt. Bob Buehn (USN Ret.), Former Director, UNF Veteran Services 

Col. Chris Budihas (Ret.), Host, First Coast Military Life on WOKV 

Rich Jones, Jacksonville’s Morning News on 104.5 WOKV 

 This special program honors those who’ve dedicated their lives to pro-

tecting ours — and the organizations that continue to serve them today. 

Reserve Your Seats for Salute America 

Let’s come together to salute courage, service, and sacrifice.  

See you there, The Ponte Vedra Concert Hall Team 
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From the St. Johns County School District 

Honoring Our Heroes at Pedro Menendez High School. 

PMHS recently held a touching veteran dedication ceremony 

for families who purchased memorial bricks in honor of 

loved ones who have served in the military. The Veterans 

Council joined the celebration as the community gathered to 

honor these heroes and their families before kickoff. Thank 

you for your service, sacrifice, and strength—your legacy in-

spires us all.  
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 Veterans Council of St Johns County, FL Inc. 

Officers and Directors 

Chairman - Bill Dudley, U.S. Air Force 

anuday00@aol.com  

Vice Chairman - Ronald Birchall, U.S. Army  

Treasurer - John Mountcastle, U.S. Coast Guard, sjcvc_treasurer@yahoo.com  

Recording Secretary -Donna Pullium, donnapullium150@outlook.com 

Secretary - Newsletter Editor, Michael Rothfeld, rothfeldm@gmail.com  

Directors - Gerald Dedge           Chaplain - Bill Jefferson 

Oversight Committee: Bill Dudley- Chairman,   

 Ronald Birchall - Vice Chairman 

Michael Rothfeld - Director, John Mountcastle - Director  

Mission statement: 

The objective of the Veterans Council of St. Johns County, Florida is to 

be of assistance to all veterans who have served in any of the military 

branches of service of the United States of America. This website is de-

signed to serve our veterans and shall act as a communications center for 

this Council. The Council is proud of our past successes and we look for-

ward to many more in the months and years to come  
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GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN – 

CONFIRMATION / Jacksonville National Cemetery / 8th Oct 

2025 Event is Being Held: GROUP OF DECEDENTS TO BE RE-

MEMBERED & HONORED / 0900 HOURS / Committal Shelter 

No. 2 

Good afternoon:  

Please see the information below regarding the Unaccompa-

nied Honors Ceremony on October 8, 2025.  The ceremony will 

proceed as scheduled.  

IN RESPONSE TO ANY QUESTIONS YOU MAY GET, PLEASE RE-

FER THE PERSON TO THE CEMETERY, EVEN IF 

YOU THINK YOU KNOW THE ANSWER.  DO NOT GUESS!!   

Information Below Which Being Disseminated on 1 October 

2025 by News Media 

Regarding VA Cemeteries  

“Burials, burial scheduling, and processing headstone 

applications continue at national cemeteries. Routine 

grounds maintenance will cease, and VA employees will 

stop placing new permanent headstones. Applications 

for pre-need burial and new Presidential Memorial Cer-

tificates will not be processed, and the Applicant Assis-

tance hotline will close”.  
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 Florida native shot down 81 years ago in WWII to be buried in St. Augustine 

Special to the Highlands News-Sun Provided by Navy POW/MIA 

Public Affairs Office  

Oct 4, 2025 

Florida native Ralph Cornelius DuPont, who died in aerial combat over Formo-

sa on Oct. 12, 1944, was buried with full military honors in St. Augustine on 

Oct. 12. 

DuPont was a lieutenant junior grade at the time of his death. His burial took place at Pellicer 

Creek Cemetery, in St. Augustine, at 2 p.m. on Sunday, Oct. 12. 

According to reports, the U.S. Navy, Third Fleet, Task Force 38, launched a series of massive air 

attacks between Oct. 12-14, 1944, on Japanese naval targets and air bases on the islands of Formo-

sa and the Pescadores islands — in present-day Taiwan Strait. Dubbed “The Battle of Formosa,” the 

attacks crippled Japanese naval airpower, paving the way for the upcoming invasion of Leyte Gulf, 

in the Philippines. DuPont, an F6F-5 Hellcat pilot, was assigned to Fighting Squadron (VF) 18 

aboard the USS Intrepid (CV 11). His squadron was part of a task force responsible for attacking 

targets in northern Formosa. 

At 6:17 a.m. on Oct. 12, the aircraft piloted by DuPont launched from Intrepid on a fighter mis-

sion over Shinchiku and Matsuyama Airfields. They were joined by 16 Hellcats from VF 8 stationed 

aboard USS Bunker Hill (CV 17), and four Hellcats from VF 7 stationed aboard USS Hancock (CV 

19). The group’s first target was Shinchiku Airfield. 

The VF 18 Hellcats dropped their bombs on hangars and maintenance facilities, while the VF 7 and 

VF 8 fighters provided cover, shooting down six enemy fighters. The group reformed and proceed-

ed northward toward the second objective, Matsuyama Airfield. 

En route to Matsuyama Airfield, the group encountered Japanese bombers near Taien Airfield, 

Formosa (near present-day Taoyuan Airport, Taoyuan, Taiwan), and pursued them through the 

gathering cloud cover. Suddenly, about 40 Japanese Mitsubishi A6M fighters (nicknamed “Zeros”) 

descended from the clouds to attack the group. 

Taken by surprise, the VF 18 squadron broke apart into a chaotic dogfight, just south and over 

Taien Airfield, at altitudes from 10,000 feet down to the treetops. The pilots later commented on 

the “beautiful way the [Japanese] flew their planes,” and observed that they would “pass out of the 

clouds at Hellcats near the top of the melee and zoom back into the clouds.” The VF 18 pilots 
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found the safest tactic was to stay in the center of the melee, and to join up in an 

attack whenever possible. “Time after time,” the squadron reported, “F6Fs with 

Zeros on their tails led their pursuers in front of other F6Fs who promptly shot 

the Zeros off.” 

The pilots shot down so many Japanese aircraft that they observed three to five 

parachutes at a time. After more than 30 minutes of fighting, Intrepid’s fighters 

claimed 19 Zeros with one more “probable” and two damaged. 

Navy records state that three VF 18 pilots disappeared during the melee over Taien Airfield, in-

cluding DuPont and his wingman, Lt (j.g.) Isaac Keels. Thirteen pilots saw several F6F planes 

crash, and one or two pilots bail out but, as all were engaged in combat, no one was able to identi-

fy the planes or pilots. 

The reports further record that DuPont and Keels jointly shot down a Japanese Zero before disap-

pearing. After this engagement, neither pilot was seen again. After the squadron returned to In-

trepid, DuPont was listed as Missing in Action (MIA) due to unknown causes during combat. Fol-

lowing the close of hostilities, U.S. forces searched for DuPont’s remains without success, and his 

remains were ultimately deemed non-recoverable. 

On April 2, 1946, the American Graves Registration Service (AGRS) recovered a set of unidenti-

fied remains (designated as X-248) about three miles west of Taien Airfield. A local policeman tes-

tified that he discovered the remains, washed ashore, at Kaiken, three miles west of Taien Airfield, 

on the afternoon of Oct. 14, 1944. The AGRS believed the remains were likely those of a Navy 

Airman lost on or before that date, but were unable to identify them. 

In 1951, the AGRS transferred X-248 to the National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific (NMCP) 

in Honolulu, Territory of Hawaii, where the remains were buried as a World War II Unknown. 

In 2023, DuPont’s family shared their research with the DPAA on the possible correlation be-

tween X-248 and Ralph, prompting the present investigation. After the Department of Defense 

approved DPAA’s recommendation to disinter the remains, agency personnel exhumed X-248 

from the NMCP on April 6, 2025 and submitted it to the laboratory. 

Based on the totality of historical evidence, the Indo-Pacific Directorate supports the association of 

DuPont with Unknown X-248. 

DuPont was a decorated veteran who had received the Purple Heart Medal, Combat Action Rib-

bon, Good Conduct Medal, American Defense Service Medal (with Fleet Clasp), Asiatic-Pacific 

Campaign Medal (with Bronze Star), World War II Victory Medal, and American Campaign Medal. 
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Modern day  

The internment at Pellicer Creek Cemetery was special. All funerals are , each a somber event as we lay a 

loved one or friend in the ground and say our goodbyes.  

But when a hero and loved one that has been missing for over 80 years is finally returned, it is almost sur-

real. It is like closing the last chapter of a long book, but being happy that it ended the right way.  

I have been to way too many military funerals and family funerals in my life. In each, stories are told, 

memories are shared and honor is given. But this was different. This one has been an unknown date and 

then suddenly, it happens decades later.  

LtJg Dupont was one of four shot down during the Battle of Formosa, where the American Navy planes 

were outnumbered 4:1. Most people don't remember this battle, but it set the stage for the next battles 

in the Philippines and Leyte. These helped give superiority over the Pacific during WWII, and eventual 

victory over Japan.  

Although Ralph Dupont was born in Daytona, his tie to us is through Cornelius Dupont being his Grand-

father. Cornelius helped establish Matanzas in the 1800s.  

The amazing part is that LtJg Dupont was finally laid in his native soil exactly (to the day) 81 years after 

being shot down. If that isn't fitting, I don't know what is.  

Of the 16 million Americans who fought in WWII, less than 70,000 are still alive, with that number de-

creasing rapidly. These are members of the Greatest Generation, the ones who saw everything from WW1 

to the Great Depression through everything we have now.  

The preacher made a good statement during the service- a person dies twice in their lives, once when the 

body dies, once when we forget the memory of the person.  

I, KRHD and FCHS are honored that we could be there to welcome you home. Your earthly body may be 

gone, but you will live forever in our memories.  

* I would like to thank the US Army and Navy , St Johns County Sheriff’s and Fire, and Lt Gov. Collins , 

along with the over 200 people who came.  
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From Rick McAllister 

The First City Honor Guard at VFW Post 2391 hosted the 

first ever Joint Honor Guard Flag Retirement Ceremony 

with honor guard units from the SJCSD, the St. Augus-

tine Fire Department, and the St. John’s County Fire and 

Rescue Unit. Together we retired over 2,000 flags. We al-

so had guests from SAHS JROTC, St. Joseph’s Academy 

Veterans Heritage Program, and the County Recycling 

Department.  
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FROM THE VA 

VetResources is a weekly newsletter for Veterans, their families, caregivers, and 

survivors.  Connect with Secretary Collins on X 

As you may be aware, funding for some government agencies, including por-

tions of the Department of Veterans Affairs, expired at midnight this morning. 

President Trump opposes a lapse in appropriations, and on September 19, the House of Representatives 

passed, with the Trump Administration’s support, a clean continuing resolution to fund the government 

through November 21. Unfortunately, Democrats are blocking this Continuing Resolution in the U.S. Senate 

due to unrelated policy demands. 

During the current lapse in funding, the vast majority of VA benefits and services will continue uninterrupt-

ed, but the government shutdown is not without consequences to VA. Here is what you need to know: 

The following critical Veterans care and assistance programs will be impacted by the government shutdown: 

VA will not provide Veteran career counseling or transition assistance program activities. 

The GI Bill Hotline will be closed. 

VA regional benefits offices will be closed. 

VA will cease public affairs and outreach to Veterans. 

VA will not permanently place headstones or maintain the grounds at VA national cemeteries. 

VA will not process applications for pre-need burials. 

VA will not print new presidential memorial certificates. 

Thankfully, the government shutdown will not impact the following VA services: 

Veteran health care is not impacted. VA Medical Centers, Outpatient Clinics, and Vet Centers will be 

open. 

VA benefits will continue to be processed and delivered, including compensation, pension, education, 

and housing benefits. 

Burials will continue at VA national cemeteries. Applications for headstones, markers, and burial bene-

fits processing will continue. 

The Board of Veterans’ Appeals will continue decisions on Veterans’ cases. 

VA Contact Centers (1-800-MyVA411) and the Veterans Crisis Line (Dial 988, 

Press 1) are open 24/7. 
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Behind many uniforms is a family — and at the heart of it all are     

military kids.  

They’ve endured deployments, good-

byes, and countless moves... yet time 

and again, they rise with resilience, ser-

vice, and leadership that inspires us all. 

Operation Homefront's 2026 Military 

Child of the Year® Award celebrates 

these extraordinary young leaders. 

Seven recipients (one from each 

branch) will each receive $10,000, na-

tional recognition, and the honor of 

representing their service branch. 

Nominations are open now through December 3rd at 

OperationHomefront.org/MCOY 

 

OperationHomefront.org/MCOY
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First Annual Veterans Build 

We are inviting all veterans, active-duty military, and their families 

(16 years of age and older) to participate in our First Annual Veterans 

Build event on Friday, November 7th and Saturday, November 8th 

from 8:00am - 3:00pm (flier attached).   

 Please share this email and join us for this inspirational day of giving back. 

We will offer two shifts each day.  There will be an 8:00am - 12:00pm shift each morning 

and a 11:00am - 3:00pm shift each afternoon on those two days. 

These two days will feature veterans, active-duty military, and their families helping local 

families reach their dream of homeownership in St. Johns County.  Homeownership pro-

vides stability and security that cannot be achieved through renting.  It also sets families up 

for new opportunities and career growth. 

We all know the sacrifices made my veterans, active-duty military and their families -

       "All Gave Some, Some Gave All!"  

Here is a link with more information: https://habitatstjohns.org/join-us-for-our-first-

annual-veterans-build-november-7-8/ 

Here is a link to the Adult volunteer waiver that must be completed before volunteering:  

https://habitatstjohns.charityproud.org/WebForm/Index/3871?formCode=bcf767a8-

b3bc-4c85-a5c1-ebf5fc89c4cc 

Here is the Minor Waiver (16 - 18):https://habitatstjohns.charityproud.org/WebForm/

Index/3872?formCode=a9d6fa1b-5c58-48f1-ab1a-3f586c6d0ff0 

Once you have completed the above volunteer waiver, you can pick a timeslot(s): 

To register to volunteer on Friday November 7th from 8:00am - 12:00pm click here:   

 https://habitatstjohns.charityproud.org/VolunteerRegistration/Index/?activity=53265 

To register to volunteer on Friday November 7th from 11:00am - 3:00pm click here:  

 https://habitatstjohns.charityproud.org/VolunteerRegistration/Index/?activity=54096 

mailto:https://habitatstjohns.org/join-us-for-our-first-annual-veterans-build-november-7-8/
mailto:https://habitatstjohns.org/join-us-for-our-first-annual-veterans-build-november-7-8/
mailto:https://habitatstjohns.charityproud.org/WebForm/Index/3871?formCode=bcf767a8-b3bc-4c85-a5c1-ebf5fc89c4cc
mailto:https://habitatstjohns.charityproud.org/WebForm/Index/3871?formCode=bcf767a8-b3bc-4c85-a5c1-ebf5fc89c4cc
mailto:https://habitatstjohns.charityproud.org/WebForm/Index/3872?formCode=a9d6fa1b-5c58-48f1-ab1a-3f586c6d0ff0
mailto:https://habitatstjohns.charityproud.org/WebForm/Index/3872?formCode=a9d6fa1b-5c58-48f1-ab1a-3f586c6d0ff0
mailto: https://habitatstjohns.charityproud.org/VolunteerRegistration/Index/?activity=53265
mailto:https://habitatstjohns.charityproud.org/VolunteerRegistration/Index/?activity=54096
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To register to volunteer on Saturday November 8th from 8:00am - 12:00pm click here:  

 https://habitatstjohns.charityproud.org/VolunteerRegistration/Index/?activity=53270 

To register to volunteer on Saturday November 8th from 11:00am - 3:00pm click here:   

 https://habitatstjohns.charityproud.org/VolunteerRegistration/Index/?activity=54097 

We are also hoping you will help us inform your veteran and active-duty communities about 

the qualifications required to purchase a Habitat St. Johns home.  Many people are eligible 

and don't know it, including veterans and active-duty military.  I have attached the 

"Qualifications" form to this email as well.   

If you may know someone trying to buy a home in St. Johns County but it is too costly, 

please send this to them.  Habitat St. Johns may be their solution to homeownership! 

We are hoping to have building permits approved to actually use tools and build walls on a 

new home.  If the permits aren't ready in time, we will focus on completing homes in pro-

cess at Volusia Woods. 

Either way, this is a great opportunity to give back again in honor of Veterans Day and all 

those who have served and currently serve. 

If you are interested in being a sponsor for this event, see the attached flier for the different 

levels of support available.  

We hope you will join us and make a difference where we live. 

Wishing you all the best & thanks to you and all your staff for your service!   

Tom Torretta, Fundraising Director 

Habitat for Humanity of St. Augustine/St. Johns County 

office: (904) 826-3252, ext. 2001 

www.habitatstjohns.org 

mailto:https://habitatstjohns.charityproud.org/VolunteerRegistration/Index/?activity=53270
mailto: https://habitatstjohns.charityproud.org/VolunteerRegistration/Index/?activity=54097
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 Operation Lifeline officially turned over the keys to the very 

first home in Lifeline Landing — our new affordable housing 

community in Green Cove Springs. 

We couldn’t be happier for Dawn Castello, who will be the first 

homeowner in this neighborhood built through partnerships 

with Clay County and the Housing Finance Authority, with 

support from the Delores Barr Weaver Legacy Fund at The Com-

munity Foundation for Northeast Florida. 

This project represents what Operation Lifeline is all about: 

building stability, opportunity, and pride of ownership for lo-

cal families and veterans. 

Stay tuned — this is just the beginning. 
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 We wanted to share that our next in-person class is coming up in Tampa,    

November 10-20 and we’re looking for help spreading the word! 

Our flyer is below — if you know any veterans or servicemembers in the area 

who might be interested, would you mind sharing it? 

Lieutenant Governor Jay Collins will be our guest speaker at graduation. 

Every connection makes a difference, and your help means a lot. 

We would also like to invite you to join us at graduation, register here. 
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Wreaths Across America ceremony also will be 

held in the Orangedale Cemetery on Saturday, 

December 13th at 12 noon. 
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Brian L. Stewart 

Soldier & Family Readiness Specialist 

Florida Army National Guard 

J9 - Support Services - Family Programs 

5629 SR16W (Bldg. 2090), Starke (Camp Blanding), FL 32091 

Brian.l.stewart.civ@army.mil 

 Office: (904) 682-3467,  Work Cell: (904) 814-4489 

 Family Programs 24/7: (800) 226-0360 

 DOD Safe Helpline: (877) 995-5247 

 National Domestic Violence Hotline: (800) 799-7233 

 Veterans Crisis Line: Dial 9-8-8 and then Press 1 or text to 838255, or chat online 

@ www.VeteransCrisisLine.net and know that caring responders are available 24/7/365  

http://www.facebook.com/FLNGStateFamilyPrograms 
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————————————————————————————————————- 
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The National League of POW/MIA Families 

October Newsletter, Executive Directors Report, 

and Bylaw Measures 

10-16-2025      Greetings, 

 

Below is a link to the League's newest Newsletter, as well as a re-

port from the Executive Director and important information on 

an upcoming vote to amend the League Bylaws. We believe that 

this release is one of our most critical yet in establishing our path 

forward as an organization, in addition to providing a critical look 

at where our push for the fullest possible accounting stands today. 

We encourage you read it in its entirety, and direct any questions 

or comments to us at national.league@pow-miafamilies.org. If 

you cannot access the report, feel free to email us or find it on our 

webpage at www.pow-miafamilies.org. 

 

Thank you for your continued support! 

mailto:national.league@pow-miafamilies.org
http://www.pow-miafamilies.org.


37 

VA gives veterans a year of uninterrupted private health care for 30 

different medical specialties By LINDA F. HERSEY STARS AND STRIPES •  

      August 5, 2025 Veterans will now be able to receive a year of uninterrupted specialty 

health care outside the Department of Veterans Affairs network without seeking re-

authorization, the agency announced. Veterans previously had to get a new referral every 

three to six months. (Stars and Stripes) WASHINGTON — From cardiology and eye care 

to addiction treatment and mental health counseling, 30 different types of private medical 

services will be available to veterans for up to a year without interruption under a new 

policy announced by the Department of Veterans Affairs. Veterans previously had to obtain 

a new referral from their VA doctor every 90 to 180 days to continue receiving many spe-

cialty health services at “VA expense,” the agency said. “This change means better continu-

ity of care, which leads to better health outcomes,”  

      VA Secretary Doug Collins said Monday. The policy change is effective immediately. 

When veterans cannot get timely medical appointments at VA clinics or hospitals, they are 

referred to vendors, which are private doctors in the community. But expanding the 

length of time that non-VA care is delivered to veterans is controversial. Opponents of 

expanding non-VA health care argue the money that the VA spends on private care takes 

resources away from the agency’s extensive medical care system.  

      The National Association of Veterans Affairs Physicians and Dentists has stated the in-

crease of community-based medical care for veterans should not detract from VA opera-

tions. The organization has urged Congress to continue investing in VA infrastructure and 

services. “The goal should always be to provide timely, high-quality care without under-

mining VA services,” according to the association. But the VA expects to reduce its work-

force by 30,000 in fiscal 2025, which ends Sept. 30, as part of President Donald Trump’s 

order to downsize the federal government. Decreases in the VA workforce will be 

through attrition, a hiring freeze and deferred resignations, the VA said. The agency has 

pledged to maintain staffing for essential clinical positions and not cut front-line workers. 

The Mission Act, enacted in 2019, authorized veterans for the first time to seek non-VA 

health care from private providers. But mandates for frequent reauthorizations can delay 

and interrupt the delivery of health care, Collins said. By extending authorizations to 12 

months, doctors and other health care providers can focus more on treating veterans than 

on clearing administrative hurdles to continue care, he said. Having uninterrupted care 

also adds convenience for veterans seeking specialty medical services outside the VA, the 
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 The FIRE Watch 

As our data and annual reports continue to af-

firm, suicide prevention is a full community ef-

fort. Help us support Veterans and end Veteran 

suicide in #Florida by completing two FREE sui-

cide prevention training courses—our Watch 

Stander Training Program (40min) and Living-

Works' Start Course (90min)—both available 

online in partnership with the Florida Department of Health (DOH). 

Online training registration is open until June 30th:  

https://tinyurl.com/VSP2OnlineTraining 

Additionally, the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs has made it easier for Veterans and 

caregivers to connect with VA health care providers from anywhere through the VA Video 

Connect mobile app - learn more & download the app here: https://mobile.va.gov/app/va

-video-connect  

agency said.  

The VA is advising veterans to check in with their local VA medical center 

community care office to find out how their care might be affected by the 

change. Veterans will not have to seek new referrals for 12 months after an in-

itial authorization on the following health care services: Cardiology, derma-

tology, endocrinology, neurology and otology, otolaryngology or ENT, gas-

troenterology, urogynecology, addiction psychiatry outpatient, family and 

couples psychotherapy outpatient, mental health outpatient, nephrology, 

neurology, nutrition intervention services, oncology and hematology, neuro-

ophthalmology, oculoplastic, eye care examination, optometry routine, or-

thopedic hand, orthopedic general, orthopedic spine, pain management, po-

diatry, podiatry DS, addiction medicine outpatient, pulmonary, physical 

medicine and rehabilitation (physiatry), rheumatology, sleep medicine and 

urology.         Source - Stars and Stripes 

https://tinyurl.com/VSP2OnlineTraining
https://mobile.va.gov/app/va-video-connect
https://mobile.va.gov/app/va-video-connect
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VFW Auxiliary-National Organization ·  

Are you aware of all VFW and VFW Auxiliary scholarship, contest and award 

deadlines for the 2025-2026 Program Year? 

They are: 

October 31, 2025: VFW Voice of Democracy 

October 31, 2025: VFW Patriot’s Pen 

November 15, 2025: VFW “Sport Clips Help A Hero” Scholarship - spring semester 

February 15, 2026: VFW Auxiliary Continuing Education Scholarship 

March 1, 2026: VFW Scout of the Year (recognition award, not monetary) 

March 31, 2026: VFW Auxiliary Illustrating America  

March 31, 2026: VFW Auxiliary Young American Creative Patriotic Art Contest  

March 31, 2026: VFW Auxiliary 3-Dimensional Patriotic Art Contest 

April 30, 2026: The VFW's “Sport Clips Help A Hero” Scholarship - fall semester 

Please promote these scholarships, con-

tests and awards, which benefit children 

as young as five through adults continu-

ing their education beyond high school.  

Learn more on www.vfw.org under As-

sistance:  

Student Veteran Support or under Com-

munity - Youth & Education and  

on www.vfwauxiliary.org under Schol-

arships & Contests. 

 

mailto:www.vfw.org
mailto:www.vfwauxiliary.org
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The Veterans Council welcomes its new sponsor,   

Atlantic Self Storage 
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Your Story, Your Legacy 

You can now share your story in your own words through the Vet-

erans Legacy Memorial’s (VLM) “Your Story, Your Legacy” 

feature. Use this tool to upload images, autobiographies, written 

tributes, military and life milestones, and historical documents. 

After your passing, VLM will publish your submissions on its web-

site—the nation’s largest online memorial dedicated to honoring 

America’s Veterans. 

To access the “Your Story, Your Legacy” page, start by submit-

ting a VA pre-need burial eligibility application online. Once ap-

proved, you will receive an email to set up your personal VLM 

page. Watch this short video to learn more. 
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Understand Your Eligibility and Plan Ahead with Confidence 

The National Cemetery Administration (NCA) proudly honors your service and sacrifice 

by helping ensure your legacy lives on. 

Too many Veterans and families miss out on VA burial and memorial benefits simply be-

cause they don’t know they’re eligible. Whether you choose burial in a VA national ceme-

tery or a private cemetery, these benefits are a meaningful part of end-of-life planning. 

That’s why NCA launched Plan Today, Honor Forever, a nationwide campaign designed to 

help you understand your options and plan ahead.Why Planning Ahead Matters 

With Plan Today, Honor Forever you can: 

Learn what burial and memorial benefits you may be eligible for 

Share important information with your family or caregivers 

Check your eligibility for burial in a VA national cemetery 

Understand how VA burial allowances may help cover costs  

Apply for Pre-need Burial Eligibility 

Veterans and spouses can apply in advance to determine their eligibility for burial in a VA 

national cemetery. The online application takes less than 10 minutes and helps reduce 

stress and uncertainty for loved ones during a difficult time.  Complete Your Pre-need 

Burial Eligibility Application   

NCA is committed to ensuring that all eligible Veterans and their families understand and 

can access the burial benefits they’ve earned. As part of this effort, we’ve developed re-

sources that address the unique needs of different Veteran communities.  

Download our new infosheet,   
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What are the rules about saluting as a Retired Soldier? 

As described in the Retired Soldier Handbook in Section 3-9, 

federal law authorizes retired service members to salute the 

flag during the Pledge of Allegiance; during hoisting, lowering, 

or passing of the American flag; and during the National An-

them.  

There are specific requirements for each situation, so make sure you check out the Retired 

Soldier Handbook (https://soldierforlife.army.mil/Army.../Post-Retirement) so you are 

in the know! 

mailto:https://soldierforlife.army.mil/Army.../Post-Retirement
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Library of Congress Veterans History Project      

Last month we kicked off the celebration of the U.S. Army’s 250th birth-

day! 

To honor the Army’s founding in June 

1775, the Veterans History Project 

launched a new installment of Serving: 

Our Voices—“This We’ll Defend: The 

U.S. Army.” 

This online exhibit features 25 power-

ful narratives from Army veterans, in-

cluding members of the Army Nurse 

Corps and Women’s Army Corps. Told 

through letters, diaries, photos and 

oral history interviews, their stories 

reflect the depth and diversity of ser-

vice across generations. 

With more than 55,000 Army stories 

in our archive, these featured veterans 

represent just a glimpse into the legacy 

of the nation’s oldest and largest mili-

tary branch.  

Explore the exhibit at https://www.loc.gov/.../ser.../this-well-defend-

the-us-army/ 

mailto:https://www.loc.gov/.../ser.../this-well-defend-the-us-army/
mailto:https://www.loc.gov/.../ser.../this-well-defend-the-us-army/
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U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs  

 Does the VA pay for cremation or burial expenses? 

The VA does not pay for cremation directly. Any item or ser-

vice obtained from a funeral home will be at the families' ex-

pense. Some Veterans' families may be entitled to a burial al-

lowance 

Can I be buried in a National Cemetery if I’m cremated? 

Yes, either in ground or above ground placement is available, 

depending on the cemetery. 

Can my spouse be buried with me in a VA National Cemetery?  

Yes. However spousal benefits do not apply if the Veteran is 

buried in a private cemetery. 

Plan Today. Honor Forever. Visit cem.va.gov/veterans-and-

families/ 
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Twice a month, the Jacksonville Military Affairs & 

Veterans Department hosts this free food distribu-

tion for active-duty military members and their 

families with valid military ID.  
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Information 

about FL   

veterans     

organizations 

by county 
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Veterans Benefits Administration (VBA), U.S.                

Department of   Veterans Affairs   ·  

Which National Park is your favorite to use your free Military 

Lifetime Pass? 

Don’t have one yet? Don’t miss 

out! Veterans, service members, 

dependents, and Gold Star families 

are eligible Learn more:        

www.nps.gov/planyourvisit/

http://www.nps.gov/planyourvisit/
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 National League of POW/MIA Families 

Hello everyone! 

The League is always seeking out photos of POW/MIA 

flags, monuments, Missing Man Honors Tables, POW/MIA 

empty chairs, etc. from your community to feature on our 

social media pages and website.  

Sharing with us is easy, just message your photos to our 

email - 

nationalleague@pow-miafamilies.org 

With your full name as well as a brief description of when & where the photo 

was taken. 

mailto:nationalleague@pow-miafamiles.org
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How to report a Veteran’s death to VA 

 

The passing of a Veteran is a solemn time that deserves to be recognized and reported 

with the utmost respect. Veterans have served their country and worked hard for their 

well-deserved benefits. 

However, after a Veteran passes away, family members should report the death of the 

Veteran to VA as soon as possible to stop current benefits payments. If the death is not 

reported promptly, survivors or executors of the Veteran’s estate may have to repay any 

overpayments received. Payments the deceased Veteran received may include compen-

sation, pension, education or Veteran Readiness & Employment benefits. 

VA encourages loved ones of deceased Veterans to follow the guidance below on re-

porting Veteran deaths to avoid falling victim to benefit scams. 

How to report the death of a Veteran 

Calling is the fastest way to report a Veteran’s death so VA will stop benefit payments, 

but there are other options available for reporting. 

Options for reporting: 

By Phone: Call VA 800-827-1000 (TTY: 711) and select 5. Agents are available Monday 

through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. ET. 

In Person: Go to a VA regional office. Find the nearest VA regional office.  

By Mail: Department of Veterans Affairs Claims Intake Center, PO Box 4444, Ja-

nesville, WI 53547-4444. Include your relationship to the Veteran and any supporting 

documents that can help us verify the Veteran’s identity. Examples of supporting docu-

ments are: 

Death certificate or other public record of the Veteran’s death  

Discharge document (like a DD214) 
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If you report in person at a VA regional office or by mail, provide copies of:  

Death certificate or other public record of the Veteran’s death. 

Discharge document (like a DD214). 

Provide as much information about the Veteran as you can when you first report the 

notice of death to VA. This information will help VA verify the Veteran’s identity. This 

information includes:   

Full name. 

Social Security Number or VA claim number. 

Date of birth. 

Date of death. 

Branch of service. 

Best practices to avoid survivor benefit scams 

Save important files, such as the Veteran’s military service/treatment records, dis-

charge papers and copies of their VA claims. 

Go to the VA website. For guidance on creating an account and obtaining a VA security 

Personal Identification Number (PIN) to securely access benefit information. A VA Se-

curity PIN is an additional way to secure direct deposit accounts from theft and protect 

Personally Identifiable Information (PII). 

Never give out PII via text, and be cautious of suspicious hyperlinks or unfamiliar hy-

perlinks. 

If a survivor is missing a VA benefits payment, identifies a discrepancy in payments, or 

find suspicious activity with a direct deposit account, contact VA immediately at 800-

827-1000. 

Review all documents thoroughly. Survivors should never sign a blank form for some 
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one else to complete later. They should always review the completed form before sign-

ing and retain a copy of the completed form for their records. 

For protection against identity theft scams, notify the major credit bureaus (Equifax, 

Experian and TransUnion) to update the individual’s credit report with a deceased no-

tice and notify the Veteran’s financial institutions so all accounts can be closed or trans-

ferred appropriately. 

According to AARP, scammers also use names published in obituaries to pretend to 

be long lost relatives of the deceased. When it’s time to write your loved one’s obitu-

ary, consider leaving out the birthdate, middle name, home address, birthplace and 

mother’s maiden name. 

For other scams predators use, visit www.VA.GOV/VSAFE. 

VA is committed to delivering world-class care and benefits to Veterans and their de-

pendents by providing survivors with ongoing support and assistance. Check to see if 

you qualify for survivor benefits, such as health care coverage, Survivors’ and Depend-

ents’ Education Assistance Program, housing assistance, or even help with burial costs. 

For more guidance on how to report the death of a Veteran, submitting necessary docu-

mentation and finding additional resources available, visit VA Benefits For Spouses, De-

pendents, Survivors, And Family Caregivers | Veterans Affairs. 

To report a missing VA benefits payment, identify a discrepancy in payments, or find 

suspicious activity with a direct deposit account, contact VA immediately at 800-827-

1000. You may also file a complaint with the Federal Trade Commission if funeral 

homes charge to set up funeral honors or schedule a burial with VA’s National Ceme-

tery Administration by visiting reportfraud.ftc.gov. For other scams predators use, visit 

va.gov/vsafe. 

 

mailto:www.VA.GOV/VSAFE
mailto:va.gov/vsafe
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Burials and Memorials 

VA honors the service and sacrifice of Veterans and their family members. 

How to Apply 

To find out in advance if a Veteran or family member is eligible for burial in a 

VA national cemetery, click “Apply for Pre-Need Burial Eligibility” to fill out 

and submit the application. 

Apply for Pre-Need Burial Eligibility 

If pre-need eligibility has not been determined, upon the death of the Veteran 

or his or her spouse or dependent (also called the time of need), family mem-

bers should locate the Veteran’s DD-214 or other discharge papers if readily 

available and click “Schedule a Burial” to begin the process. Then make ar-

rangements with a funeral home, National Cemetery Scheduling Office, or di-

rectly with a VA national cemetery. 

 

VA Memorial Benefits 

VA takes special care to pay lasting tribute to the memory of Veterans who 

served and sacrificed and that of their families. VA meticulously maintains 155 

VA national cemeteries in 44 states and Puerto Rico and is working to increase 

access to accommodate Veterans and eligible family members close to home. 

Currently, more than 94 percent of Veterans have a burial option in an open VA, 

state or tribal veterans cemetery located within 75 miles of their home. 

Note that most if not all of these benefits may be provided for Veterans who are 

interred in a State, Territorial or Tribal Veterans cemetery. Check with the cem-

etery to ensure coverage. Some benefits are also available for Veterans who 

choose burial in a private cemetery. 

Veterans with a qualifying discharge are entitled to VA burial benefits. Spouses 

and dependent children are eligible too, even if they predecease the Veteran. 
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The following burial benefits may be provided: 

Burial in a VA national cemetery 

Opening and closing of the grave for burial of casketed or cremated re-

mains, or placement of cremated remains in an above-ground vault, also 

called a columbarium 

A government furnished grave liner 

Perpetual care of the gravesite 

A headstone or marker with an inscription 

A burial flag 

A Presidential Memorial Certificate 

A dedicated memorial page on the Veterans Legacy Memorial site where 

friends and family can upload photos and remembrances 

Burial in a private cemetery 

A government headstone, marker, or medallion 

A burial flag 

A Presidential Memorial Certificate 

Some survivors may also be entitled to VA burial allowances as partial reim-

bursement for the costs of funerals and burials for eligible Veterans 

Please note that gravesites in a VA national cemetery cannot be reserved in 

advance. To prepare for a private cemetery burial, VA suggests fami-

lies review these questions and complete required forms in advance. 

VA Requirements 

Discharge papers to establish your eligibility for burial services 
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Vietnam Veterans of America 

If you are a Vietnam Era Veteran and live in one of 

these counties, please contact the President for in-

formation as to how to join 

                           Chapter/President/email/Location 

1046   Tommy Tittle      twt1968@att.net                                                            

1048   Bob Adkins      adk123robert@outlook.com  

1059   Dave Treffinger     dtreffinger433@msn.com    

1084   Bill Jefferson             bill_jefferson@comcast.net   

1088   Roy (Corky) Rudd           corkstopper50@yahoo.com; Nassau 

1092   Forest Hope                       foresthope@usa.net; Gainesville 

1134   Marvin Lagle                     mdlagle@gmail.com; Baker  

Veterans Council of Clay 

County: 

President: Ansil Lewis 

Meeting day is the same, first 

Wednesday of the month, but 

the location is changed to Clay 

County Administration Build-

ing, 1st floor conference 

room, 477 Houston St., Green 

Cove Springs, FL 32043. 

Meeting start at 11 a.m. 
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Veterans Councils of Northeast Florida  

      BAKER COUNTY  

      President: Larry Porterfield  

      Meetings: 

      Second Thursday of each month  

      Location:  

      MacClenny Primitive Baptist Church  

      Fellowship Hall on North Boulevard  

                 Time : 1800 (6pm)  

 

CLAY COUNTY     DUVAL COUNTY     

President: Ansil Lewis, SgtMaj USMC, ret President  

Meetings:      Meetings: 

First Wednesday of each month    Third Tuesday of each month 

Location:      Location: 

American Legion Post 250    American Legion Post 37 

2608 Black Creek Rd     Main Building 

Middleburg, FL 32068      San Juan Avenue   

Time: 1100 (11am)     Time: 1900 (7 pm) 

904-658-0105 

NASSAU COUNTY     St. Johns County 

President: Mike Doran     President: Bill Dudley 

Meetings:      Meetings: 

First Thursday of each month    Last Thursday of each month 

Location:      Location:  

American Legion Post 54    Health & Human Services building 

626 South 3rd St     Muscovy room, 1st floor 

Fernandina Beach fit 32034    200 San Sebastian View, St. Augustine 

Time: 1900 (7pm)     Time: 1900 (7pm) 
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The Veterans Council of St. Johns County is proud to           

announce that it has modernized its website and created        

a Facebook page. 

We are inviting all veterans to visit our website at:                          

NEW  http://www.veteranscouncilsjc.org  

The Veterans Council will post items of interest to 

all veterans, post pictures, articles, flyers, events, 

etc.  We will post our meetings dates and keep 

you informed about events at the Jacksonville 

and St. Augustine National Cemeteries. 

          Please join our group on Facebook at:       

                http://veteranscouncilsjc.org  

 

           Please select Join the Group to become a member 

. 

Once you have joined the Veterans Council Facebook group you 

will be able to post your meetings, pictures, articles, fund raisers, 

etc. It will be your common site to go to and see what’s happening. 

The website and Facebook page were updated and created so 

that there would be a central place to list all veterans activities in 

NE FL. 

You may have noticed the Veterans Council’s new logo, it was 

created by Roy Havekost. 

He can be contacted at webmaster@veteranscouncilsjc.org 

 

 

mailto:http://www.veteranscouncilofstjohns.org
http://veteranscouncilsjc.org
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 The Veterans Council of St. Johns County welcomes 

article submissions from all County Veterans & 

organizations. Articles should be of interest to all and 

veterans related. Submissions may be edited &/or 

shortened and used if space permits. 

Send to:  rothfeldm@gmail.com  

  

The Veterans Council of St. Johns County, Inc. is a        
Not For Profit Florida Corporation. 

 

Our formation date was July 4, 2001 in a proclamation 
issued by the St. Johns County Commissioners. It is 
composed of representatives of the various veterans' 
organizations within St. Johns County. 
 

The Veteran's Council will work with city and county 
governments and other local organizations to achieve 
the mutual goal to provide a central agency to assist in 
the coordination and presentation of matters concerning 
veterans and veterans activities in St. Johns County. 
 

The Veteran's Council will endeavor to precipitate, stim-
ulate and assist various organizations as they perform 
patriotic events. One of the major purposes is the pro-
motion and education of national patriotic matters. 
 

The St. Johns County Veterans Council meets the 

last Thursday of the month at 7 pm. 

 The Veterans Council will meet at the Coun-

ty Health & Human Services Building,       

200 San Sebastian View 

Auditorium, 1st floor 

Veterans Council of  St. Johns County,     

“Helping  All Veterans” 

Veterans Service Office 
 200 San Sebastian View, Suite 1400         

St. Augustine, FL 32084 

(physical location) 
The VSO Office is located in the St. Johns County Health and  

Human Services Building.  
The office is open from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. daily, 

Monday through Friday excluding holidays. 
  

Service is by appointment. 
Phone: 904-209-6160   Fax: 904-209-6161 

 

 Joseph D. McDermott  Director 

Lori Chapman  Assistant VSO 

Shauna Holton Assistant VSO 

Jonathan Rojas Assistant VSO 

Henry Nocom, Assistant VSO 

April Manner Administrative Coordinator 

The views expressed in The Patriot Reader Newsletter articles, submissions and spotlights 

are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the views of the Veterans Council of 

St. Johns County or the editors of The Patriot Reader. It is the purpose of this periodical to 

share a variety of information that pertain to local veterans and their organizations.  


