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From Veterans Council Chairman Bill Dudley

Fellow Veterans,

We are nearing our No-
vember 11 date where we
celebrate and pay honor to
all our veterans. It’s a very
special day that has tremen-
dous meaning for all those
who have worn the cloth of
this nation. A time for
those of us who have served
in uniform to reflect on
what our time in service
meant to us...a time for
those who have not served
to express their heartfelt
gratitude for those who
have. Our Veterans Day
Prograrn committee has put
together another outstand-
ing event for this year. Our
theme is the Gulf War- De-
sert Shield-Desert Storm.
As we always do, we will
be honoring all veterans on
this day for their service but
mindful of those who
served during the Gulf War
in a harsh environment
called the sandbox. We are
very excited about having
on the program this year,
nationally acclaimed LCdr.
Vann Morriss, USN (ret) .
Commander Morris will be
doing his rendition of “Old
Glory and 21 Gun Salute™

You don’t want to miss this.
Also, for the first time, we
will be live streaming this
part of the program to our
local schools and 300 students
at an elementary school in
Columbia,S.C. This promis-
es to be our best program
yet, so bring your family and
friends and come help us hon-
or all our veterans on this
special day.

Progress is being made at our
new Veterans Village facility.
We have recently met with
several contractors to deter-
mine a scope of work for re-
pairs needed at the Village.
The major item needing re-
placement is a very old
plumbing system that is bare-
ly functional most of the
time. This will be a priority.
Also, we were notified last
week that FPL has selected
Veterans Village for this years
Holiday Lighting program.
We are very excited about
being selected for this festive
display to help boost the
spirits of our veterans during
the holiday season. FPL will
also be placing a large Christ-
mas tree on the front of the
property near the location of
the fountain and lighted with

November 2024

many colored lights. A ladies
ministry from Anastasia Bap-
tist Church are also doing
Christmas stockings for our
veterans housed at the Vil-
lage and will be passing those
out the day of the lighting
event.

Again, thanks to a sizeable
donation from our Commu-
nity Partner FPL, and anoth-
er veteran donor, we now
have the funds available to
purchase and install our 3
flagpoles out front. We are
very anxious to give our Vet-
eran Village it’s identity with
our American and POW-
MIA flag being prominently
displayed. The Marine Corp
Leaue has generously donat-
ed the service branch flags
that will be displayed on the
motel columns.

Don’t forget to join us on
Nov. 11 at Anastasia Baptist
Church for our Veterans Day
Program.

Thank you for your service.

Bill Dudley Chairman




at the County Health & Human Services Bulldmg, 200

San Sebastian View, at 7 pm in the Muscovy room.

Upcoming Speakers

October 31
Susan Nist, Location Coordinator, Support Committee
Jackson National Cemetery and

John Rundgren, Clerk of the Court Designee

November 21
Michael Mitchell, Director of Military & Veterans Resource Center,
Jacksonville University and

Steve Muskett, Special Forces Assoc. 88 Jax

December 19, 2024
Stephen Hudson, Founder, Exec Director, Al Ready Veteran
Robert Speta, US Navy Veteran, First Coast News Meteorologist
January 30, 2025
Katie Eller, Director of Development, HorsePlay Therapy Center
Alison Simpson, Historian - State of Florida, Department of Military Affairs

February 27, 2025
Maggie Beckerman, VP/Trainer, K9Line, Inc.

Dr George Ann Rice, Patriots to Education, Zoom presentation

March 27
Matt Mildorf, Outreach Recruiting Mgr, Warrior Scholar




The Veterans Council Congratulates its Chairman, William
Dudley for receiving the City of St Augustine's Highest Honor,
the Order of La Florida Award.

City to recognize William "Bill" Dudley with Order of
La Florida Award

Presentation ceremony was held on Monday, September 9

On Monday, September 9, at 4:30pm inThe Alcazar Room of
City Hall, the City of St. Augustine City Commission recog-
nized William "Bill" Dudley, presenting him with the city’s
highest honor, the Order of La Florida Award, for his selfless
devotion of his time and talent to the welfare and betterment

of our citizens, and his extraordinary service to our communi-
ty.

City to recognize William "Bill" Dudley with Order of La Flor-
ida Award

Bill Dudley

Nominated by Mayor Nancy Sikes-Kline, Dudley exemplifies
the qualifications of being nominated for the award, unselfish-
ly devoting himself, his time, and his talent to the welfare and
betterment of our citizens and contributing extraordinary ser-
vices to this community, in particular his work with the mili-

tary and our veterans.

Dudley joined the U.S. Air Force in January 1955, flying and in-

structing 1n various types of military aircraft and deploying
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during the Berlin Crisis and the Cuban Missile Crisis. After 10
years of active duty, he transferred to the USAF Reserves, retir-
ing at the rank of Lt. Colonel. Dudley held executive-level
management positions for several major domestic and interna-
tional airlines before running an aerospace consulting busi-

ness.

Since he fully retired in 2005, Dudley has served our local com-
munity, our veterans in particular, in many ways — as the Na-
tional Director of the U.S. Navy League, the President of the
Veterans Council of St. Johns County, and in various voluntary
leadership roles with the National Cemetery, community veter-
ans organizations, Flagler Health’s Continuum of Care, Home
Again St. Johns, Veterans Treatment Court Advisory Board, and

more.

The City of St. Augustine established The Order of La Florida
Award in 1975, so that the City Commission, on behalf of the
people of St. Augustine might recognize one who, “...over a
long period of time has unselfishly devoted his or her time and
talent to the welfare and betterment of St. Augustine’s citizens
and heritage, who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship, and has contributed extraordinary services to the
community.” Recipients must be 55 years of age and there may
not be more than 10 living recipients at any one time. A nomi-
nation originates with a member of the city commission and is
presented to the city manager who then puts it before the en-

tire commission for confirmation.
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Veterans Council Chairman Bill Dudley Honored

Longtime veterans' advocate Bill Dudley was honored with St.
Augustine’s most prestigious award: the Order of La Florida.
The award honors people over 55 for service to
the community. Dudley, himself a veteran, serves as the chair-
man of St. Johns County's Veterans Council. He was instrumen-
tal in establishing the county’s Veterans Treatment Court and
alds a number of other veterans' groups and causes. Dudley
is only the 25th person St. Augustine has recognized with the
Order of La Florida since its creation in 1975; it's capped at on-

ly 10 living recipients ata given moment.
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There were no Veterans Council
Minutes for September because
the meeting was canceled due to

Hurricane Helene.




Please share this Press Release with all your organizations,

friends and Facebook Groups
PRESS RELEASE
Honoring our Veterans

Veterans Day in St. Augustine, Monday November 11, at Anasta-
sia Baptist Church, 1650 A1A S, join us as we all celebrate and

honor our veterans.

Hosted by the Veterans Council of St. Johns County along with
the Military Officers Association of America, Ancient City
Chapter.

The Atrium doors open at 9am. On display in the Atrium will
be theTraveling Vietnam and War onTerror Walls, and over 40
display tables from local Not for Profits, Military Groups, with
military displays.

The Veterans Day Ceremony will start promptly at 11:00 am.

The Keynote speaker is Robert A. Hardwick, Sheriff, St. Johns

County, an Operation Desert Storm and Iraqi Freedom veteran.

This year we feature Nationally Acclaimed Vann Morris per-

forming “Old Glory”.

Patriotic entertainment by the St. Augustine High School Cho-
rale, participation by local JROTC’ and Sea Cadets.

This is a free event with plenty of onsite free parking.

Questions: rothfeldm@gmail.com
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HONORING ALL WHO SERVED

-

THE ST. JOHNS COUNTY
VETERANS DAY CELEBRATION, 2024

Monday, November 11. Anastasia Baptist Church.

Keynote speaker:
Robert A. Hardwick, S$t. Johns County Sherift
Special focus, our Desert Shield & Desert Storm Vets.

Featuring “YVann” Morris’s nationally acclaimed “0Old Glory,”
the §t. Johns Center for the Arts Chamber Singers,
Vet. Organization tables, and the Traveling Vietnam War Wall.

Doors open 9 AM. Program begins at 11 AM.
1650 A1A South (Anastasia Island). Free parking on site.
Organized by the St. Johns County Veterans Council
Info at: rothfeldm@gmail.com

The details for an escort for the traveling Vietnam Wall and GWOT wall are as follows:
Sunday Nov. 10,
Depart: 12 Noon: Harley Davidson facility in Ormond Bch

Arrive: 1:00-1:30 PM: Elks Lodge, Anastasia Blvd. St. Aug

Pizza / beverage will be served to entire escort party at Elks Lodge

We Appreciate SJSO making all arrangements with VCSO and FCSO for escorts
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This Edition of the Patriot Reader is dedicated to the
many veterans both living and deceased I have met over
the years I have been in Florida.

I apologize if I don’t have a picture of you in uniform as I
have used only veterans I know who have served this fine
country and have given me their pictures.
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Medal of Honor recipient
Thomas Noonan, US marine Corps

Vietnam Veteran
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From local Vietnham Veteran Frank Paco Arce

HOW DO [ BEGINTO THANK THE FIRST COAST HONOR FLIGHT FOR
THIS UNFORGETTABLE DAY. BEING AVIETNAM VETERAN WITH MY
BROTHER USAF, Victor Jr Arce, 2TOURS AND HAD NOT RECEIVED THE
WELCOME WE DESERVERED 57YEARS AGO, TODAY IAND 21 OTHER
HEROES RECEIVED A BLESSED WELCOME HOME FROM THOUSANDS
OF STRANGERS. WE WERE TAKEN CARE OF BY YOUR STAFF HERE IN
JACKSONVILLE AND ALSO IN DC, LIKETHE KIDSWE WERE 60 +YEARS
AGO AND I SAW A NAVY FEMALE CORPMAN TREATTHEWW IIVET
THAT SAT NEXTTO ME ONTHE PLANE. IWILL CARRY THISTRIP INTO
MY NEXT LIFE AND I'M PLANNING TO HAVE AN ALL-FLAGLER COUN-
TY,VETERANS FLIGHT. THANKYOU AGAIN AND GOD BLESS ALLTHOSE
THAT HELPED IN ANY WAY TO PUT A SMILE AND ATEAR INTO 22 VET-
ERANS LIFE !
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From Rick McAllister

The Honor Guard from VFW Post 2391 did a cookout for the vets at
the new Veteran’s Village on Anastasia Island. Burgers, hot dogs, baked
beans, coleslaw, chips,and home made key lime pie along with a good

dose of brotherhood brought some sunshine on an overcast evening.
We’ll be back.

Home of Our Herpes
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The Veterans Council visited Silver Creek Retire-
ment Community in St. Augustine and invited all
Silver Creek veterans and their wives to a com-
plimentary lunch catered by our good friend
Matt Sylvester at Carrabba’s.

The meal was attended by nearly 20 veterans ranging from
WW 2 to Vietnam. Many stories were told about the veter-

ans time 1n service and a good time was had by all.

Attending the lunch from the Veterans Council was Chair-

man Bill Dudley, Vice Chairman Ron Birchall and Secretary
Michael Rothfeld.

After everyone finished their delicious meal, Chairman

Dudley presented all the veterans with the Council’s Chal-
lenge coin, briefly discussed the Council’s very successful
programs and spoke about the county veterans service of-

fice and if needed, how to contact them for assistance.
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From the Desk of Chief Brannon: Flagler County Veterans Day Parade Announces 2024 Grand Marshal

BUNNELL, Fla. — We are thrilled to announce this year’s Grand Marshal is Commissioner Randy
Stapleford, Captain, US Navy (Ret.), a decorated veteran with over 31 years of active-duty service to

our nation.

Capt. Randall Stapleford

2024 Grand Marshal: Captain Randy Stapleford, US Navy (Ret.)

Captain Stapleford served with distinction during a remarkable military career, accumulating:

— 13 years of sea duty

— Over 7,000 flight hours

— More than 725 carrier arrested landings

Throughout his Navy tenure, he held several critical leadership positions, including:

— Commander of an aviation squadron

— Nuclear Advisor to the Commander-in-Chief

— Naval Attache to the U.S. Embassy in Ottawa, Canada

— Director of the Naval War College’s International Naval Staff College

— Commanding Officer and Professor of Naval Sciences at Carnegie Mellon University

Following his honorable retirement, Captain Stapleford continued serving his country through the U.S. Department of State,
where he was the Iraq Country Coordinator for Antiterrorism Assistance under Secretary Condoleezza Rice. He also expanded
his role as Country Coordinator for the Republic of the Philippines, where he collaborated with the President of the Philippines to

establish the nation’s first National-level Antiterrorism Assistance Task Force.

In addition to his international service, Captain Stapleford remained dedicated to public service at home. He served as Military
and Veterans Affairs aide to three U.S. Congressmen: Jason Altmire, Ron DeSantis, and currently Michael Waltz. Locally, he
plays an integral role as a member of the Flagler County Veterans Advisory Council, working closely with veterans’ organizations

to ensure they receive the resources and support they deserve.

In 2021, Governor Ron DeSantis appointed him to serve as the Flagler County Commissioner for the Florida Inland Navigation
District (FIND). Through this role, Captain Stapleford helped secure over $1.1 million in waterway grants for Flagler County and

its cities.

Captain Stapleford holds a Master’s degree in National Security & Strategic Studies and a Master’s in Business Management. A
lifetime advocate for veterans, he is actively involved in organizations such as Disabled American Veterans, Vietnam Veterans of

America, the American Legion, and the Military Officers Association of America.

In 2023, Captain Stapleford was honored as the Veteran of the Year. He and his wife, Rhonda, are proud parents of two daugh-

ters, Heather and Allison, and recently welcomed their grandson, Benjamin Randall, into the family.

Please join us in welcoming Commissioner Randy Stapleford, Captain, US Navy (Ret.), as your Grand Marshal for the 2024 Flag-
ler Veteran’s Day Parade!
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From Robert Adelhelm, LTCOL USMC, Ret

Still working with incarcerated Veterans...VVA
Chapter 1080 at Raiford Prison...Got them making
cremation urns for Veterans.They have done a great
job ensuring fellow Veterans have a proper and dig-

nified burial.
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K9s for Warriors planning Ponte Vedra expansion
The nonprofit intends to add a veterinarian clinic for its service dogs.

By J. Brooks Terry

Military service dog trainer and provider K9s for Warriors wants to expand its Ponte Vedra “mega kennel”

location.
The St. Johns River Water Management District and St. Johns County are reviewing plans for the project.

K9s for Warriors is planning to add a 4,300-square-foot military veterinarian clinic for its service dogs at

70 Warrior Way between U.S. 1 and Nocatee Parkway in Ponte Vedra.

It is proposed to be a 4,300-square-foot military veterinarian clinic for its service dogs at 70 Warrior Way

between U.S. 1 and Nocatee Parkway. The site plans show 23 parking spaces.

K9s for Warriors, through K9s for Warriors Inc., owns the land. CHW Professional Consultants of Ala-

chua is the civil engineer. Gainesville-based Walker Architects is the architect.

According to k9sforwarriors.org, Shari Duval founded K9s for Warriors in 2011 to train and pair service
dogs with veterans with military-related traumas. Duval’s son Brett was a civilian K9 bomb dog handler

who returned from Iraq with post-traumatic stress disorder.

K9s for Warriors is planning to add a 4,300-square-foot veterinarian clinic at its Ponte Vedra location for

its service dogs.

“Doctors couldn’t help her son, but she found that a Service Dog could. Shari found a new mission in life:
to put all her time and resources into helping restore her son’s life and the lives of returning combat Vet-

erans through the use of Service Dogs,” according to the website.
It says K9s for Warriors has paired 1,000 veterans with service dogs.

K9s for Warriors is a 501(c)(3) organization. In addition to the Ponte Vedra location, it has two facilities in

San Antonio, Texas.
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FREE SERVICES

for Veterans

The St. Johns County Clerk of the Circuit Court and
County Comptroller is proud to honor veterans, active-duty
military, reservists, and dependents by offering
complimentary passport and wedding photos, notary services,
and recording services for DD-214s in November.

Richard O. Watson Judicial Center
4010 Lewis Speedway

St. Augustine, Florida 32084
904-819-3600

www.stjohnsclerk.com
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VA | #WETERANOFTHEDAY

‘A friend to us all’: Local D-Day vet-
eran who shared story of service,

survival dies at 99

@ HERBERT GRIFFIN | ¢

ST. JOHNS COUNTY, Fla. — Herbert

Griffin, the local D-Day veteran who shared his story of service and sur-
vival with News4]JAX and other media outlets died Wednesday, according
to Doug Myers, president of Jax Home Health, Inc.

Griffin was 99 years old.

In an email to News4]JAX Wednesday morning, Myers wrote: “He was not

only a true American hero, but a friend to us all. He will be missed!”

News4]JAX spoke to Griffin a number of times, most recently ahead of
Veterans Day in 2021. During that interview, Griffin shared how he was
18 years old on June 6, 1944, the invasion of Normandy.

“They didn’t tell us nothing about the invasion, not a thing,” Gritfin said.
“They kept us in the dark.”

During his interview with News4JAX, Griffin vividly recalled landing at
Utah Beach. He shared how he and his fellow soldiers of the 79th Infantry
Division could hear the gunfire, knowing they would soon be exposed to

the Nazis.

“There in the bunkers, they had machine guns and mortars and all that.

So, we had no protection,” Grifin recalled vividly. “The sergeant said,

‘Get off the beach! Get off the beach!””
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Griffin said the enemy fired over their heads, leaving him wondering if
he’d make it out alive. At one point during the fighting, Griffin suffered a
devasting injury, one that nearly cost him his arm. He was in and out of
hospitals overseas and in the U.S. for a year before he was discharged

from Waco, Texas. The trauma stayed with him for the remaining years of

his life.

“I have nightmares sometimes about what happened, and I wake up in a

real bad sweat,” Griffin said. “I’ve tried to overcome that.”

Griffin earned several medals, including a Bronze Star and a Purple

Heart for the severe injury he suffered.

“All of that wasn’t in vain, it was worthwhile,” Griffin said. “I love my

country, and I'd go back today if I could.”

Griffin got that chance in 2014. The St. Johns County Fire Department
gifted him the trip of a lifetime. They sent him back to Normandy for
the 70th anniversary of D-Day. His brother, a fellow veteran, went with

him.

“I enjoyed the second time much more than the first time,” Griffin said.

“It’s something I’ll never forget.”

News4]AX is not currently aware of any plans for Griffin’s funeral.

Ashley Harding, News4 Jax
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Please join the
Maria Jefferson Chapter, NSDAR,
Saint Augustine Chapter SAR, and
| Jacksonville Chapter SAR
] for the 3rd Annual

.~ PATRIOT REMEMBRANCE
CEREMONY
“Giving Thanks’ |

imperiled their lives, fortunes and sacred honor to
form these United States.

Date: Saturday, November 16, 2024
Time: 11:00 am
Place: Tolomato Cemetery, 14 Cordova Street

Dress:  Colonial attire is encouraged
Parking: City Parking Garage is a short walk from
cemetery

This will be a short, outdoor ceremony.
Bring lawn chair if unable to stand for 30 minutes
Bring umbrella in case of rain.
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Submitted by Ray Pascuzzi, Secretary
VVA 1084

UNSHELTERED

*

K ——e

Friday, October 18™ Jctober 25T Friday, Movember 1%

515 College Dr. 725 Peninsular Place 312 N. Main 5t.
Middleburg, 32068 Jacksonville, 32204 Jacksonville 32202
(enter Main Street doors)

516 5. 10th 5t 40 Acme 51,
Fernandina Beach, 32034 Jacksonville, 32211

BOO Shetter Ave.
Jacksonville Beach, 32250

145 Heron Bay Road
Jacksonville, 32218

Questions? Contact:

CRANGIIG
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A Navy veteran went from making S1X ﬁgures to being homeless.

A Jacksonville nonprofit helped him find a new home
Patriot Spring on Market will bring 17 affordable homes to Springfield by 2025

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — A Navy veteran who went from making six figures to being home-

less for nine years finally has a new home thanks to a Jacksonville nonprofit.

The nonprofit plans to create 17 safe, clean, and affordable homes in the historic Springfield
neighborhood. It already started the restoration process at the 100—year—old Lauderdale
Apartment Buildings.

But just across the Mathews Bridge at Patriot Plaza in Arlington sits the nonprofit’s first Jack-

sonville property.

Derrick Wilkes said he went from the Navy to a banking executive making over $100,000,

to divorced and homeless for nine years with a brief prison stint in between.
He’s said he’s still getting used to his new home.

“Oh man, Friday, when I got the keys and...I was sitting here, and I kept looking around and,
you know I sat there for a little, and I just couldn’t believe it,”Wilkes said.

Wilkes said he wouldn’t be in his home without the help of Patriot Services Group. He con-
tacted them on Wednesday and got his keys by Friday.

“This is something I never thought would happen to me,”Wilkes said. “I had a 5,000 square
foot house at the intercoastal with the boat dock, and I was making six figures and just to

lose all that.”

Paul Anderson, the Executive Director of Patriot Services Group said a lot of empathy goes

into the work they do.

“We hear a Derrick story, I will say, hundreds of times a year. I was stable. One bad thing
happened to me in my life and led me down this path, and trying to get out of it is hard,” An-
derson said. “And if you‘re homeless, it‘s almost impossible. So what we do is we provide
the landing pad, and even if this is your temporary home or your forever home, we provide

the resources that they need or will link them to the resources.”
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But there’s more work to be done.

The nonprofit’s newest $2.8 million project, Patriot Spring on Market, will bring nearly 20
more affordable homes to the community by 2025.

Patriot Spring on Market (Copyright 2024 by W]XT News4JAX - All rights reserved.)
It will operate similarly to where Wilkes lives in Patriot Plaza.

You don‘t have to be a U.S. veteran to apply. You just have to make 30% of the area’s median

income to be approved.

“We ‘ve gone all the way to the level of asbestos removal...but we‘re starting construction
this week, and we are proud to launch this program that we’re going to be having here,” An-

derson said.

He said in a lot of cases, their properties are some of the last affordable housing options

available to people at risk of homelessness.

“It‘s providing housing to people that may not qualify for a normal landlord,” Anderson said.
“They may have a charge from seven years ago, but yet it’s showing on their record they’ve

been a good member of the community, we look past that.”

Wilkes said Patriot Services Group went the extra mile.

WIJXT News4JAX - Tiffany Salameh
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U.S. Marine Captain Ron Forrester laid to rest after 50 years
Captain Ron Forrester ﬁnally laid to rest at National Cemetery

By Isabella Garriga
ODESSA, Texas (KOSA) - After more than 50 years of un-

certainty, U.S. Marine Corps Captain Ron Forrester,
who had been missing in action since the Vietnam War,

was finally laid to rest at Arlington National Cemetery

on Monday (10/ 7/ 24). His long—awaited homecoming
brought both peace and pain to his family, marking the end of an

emotional chapter that had remained open for decades.

Forrester’s daughter, Karoni Forrester, spoke about the significance
of the moment. “I don’t know that there is such a thing as closure be-
cause the loss continues, but that torment that comes with not
knowing what happened to him has gone, and I’m grateful for that.

So grateful,” she said.

Captain Forrester, originally from Odessa, Texas, was piloting an A-
6A Intruder aircraft on a nighttime combat mission over northern
Vietnam in 1972. Accompanied by co-pilot Captain Ralph Jim Chip-
man, the plane vanished without a trace. Despite search efforts, the
U.S. military declared both men killed in action in 1978, six years af-

ter their disappearance.

For decades, their whereabouts remained a mystery. It wasn’t until
2023 that the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency made a break-
through, identifying Captain Forrester’s remains through DNA test-
ing and a gas card found at the crash site. Captain Chipman’s remains

had been identified earlier, and he was laid to rest in Utah on Veter
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ans Day 2023.

Karoni Forrester expressed gratitude to the team that worked tire-
lessly to recover her father’s remains, acknowledging the immense
effort that went into the discovery. “This team of people was work-
ing in 120-130 degree temperatures, digging in a rice paddy. It was
such a gift for me to meet them, hug them, and thank them for
changing my life and my family’s life,” she said.

Now, after 331 days since his remains were identified, Captain Ron
Forrester was laid to rest at Arlington National Cemetery alongside
other American heroes. Karoni shared her pride in seeing her father

honored in this way.

“For him to be laid to rest with all those heroes really represents the
cost of freedom. It’s incredible to know that he’s there, and that’s

very much where he belongs.”
Karoni Forrester, Daughter of Captain Ron Forrester

Despite the relief of finding peace for her own family, Karoni For-
rester is mindful of the many families still awaiting answers. There
are still 1,574 service members listed as missing from the Vietnam
War. Karoni hopes the work of the Defense POW/MIA Accounting
Agency will continue, so more families can find the peace her family

now has.

Captain Forrester’s legacy, she hopes, will live on and inspire others

for years to come.
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Popular kiosks returned to VA Clinics

WASHINGTON — The freestanding kiosks that veterans used to submit travel expenses for
medical care at Department of Veterans Affairs clinics and hospitals have returned a year af-

ter the VA closed them nationwide for an online system plagued with problems.

More than 750 kiosks are being reactivated at VA clinics and hospitals, with plans to add
dozens more at VA facilities across the country, according to the agency. The VA will again

accept mail-in paper forms for remittance of travel costs.

The popular claims reimbursement program paid out $1.3 billion in 2022 to cover fuel
costs, tolls, parking and in some cases airfare that veterans incur commuting to medical ap-
pointments, the VA said. But problems with a new online system that replaced the kiosks

confused and frustrated veterans, according to lawmakers and veterans.

“Personally, I feel the VA wanted to make the [online] reimbursement process more difficult
to discourage veterans from using it,” said Marine Corps veteran David Seward, 53, who
drives 30 minutes to the Pittsburgh VA Medical Center for medical care. “In my view, [the
VA] made everything burdensome for the veteran to avoid spending more money.” Jon Ret-
zer, assistant national legislative director of Disabled American Veterans, said his organiza-
tion has urged the VA to make the online process easier for veterans but also to continue

providing the service at kiosks and by postal service.

Veterans are reimbursed for their travel expenses to doctor’s appointments for treatment of
service-connected Injuries and illnesses. Veterans traveling for a compensation or pension
exam also can submit their travel costs. In November 2020, the VA began phasing out the

kiosks as it introduced the online program called the Beneficiary Travel Self Service System.

“We have heard feedback from many veterans who prefer the kiosks, and we are exploring
ways that we can meet these specific veteran needs,” said Terrence Hayes, the VA press secre-
tary. The inspector general review faulted the VA for not soliciting veteran feedback as it in-

troduced the new system or providing training to veterans on how to enter claims Correctly.
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Andersonvolle National Historic Site

On October 16, 1970, Public Law 91-465, also known as the Andersonville Na-
tional Historic Site Authorization Act, authorized the establishment of Andersonville
National Historic Site. The legislation's purpose was to:

- Provide an understanding of the overall prisoner of war story of the Civil War,
- Interpret the role of prisoner of war camps in history,

- Commemorate the sacrifice of Americans who lost their lives in such camps,
- Preserve the monuments located therein.

Today, Andersonville National Historic Site includes the National Prisoner of War
Museum, the Historic Prison Site, and Andersonville National Cemetery and has
seen over 7 million visitors.

The Andersonville National Historic Site, located near Andersonville, Georgia, pre-
serves the former Andersonville Prison (also known as Camp Sumter), a Confeder-
ate prisoner-of-war camp during the final fourteen months of the American Civil
War. Most of the site lies in southwestern Macon County, adjacent to the east side
of the town of Andersonville. The site also contains the Andersonville National
Cemetery and the National Prisoner of War Museum. The prison was created in
February 1864 and served until April 1865.

The site was commanded by Captain Henry Wirz, who was tried and executed af-
ter the war for war crimes. The prison was overcrowded to four times its capacity,
and had an inadequate water supply, inadequate food, and unsanitary conditions.
Of the approximately 45,000 Union prisoners held at Camp Sumter during the war,
nearly 13,000 (28%) died. The chief causes of death were scurvy, diarrhea, and
dysentery.
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The National Museum of the US Navy

WASHINGTON — A new national museum for the U.S. Navy is planned for out-
side the historic Washington Navy Yard to give the public unfettered access to the
sea service’s history. The museum will be built at Tingey Street and M Street near
the Washington Nationals baseball stadium, the Navy announced in a ceremony
Friday at the new site. The museum is meant to replace the existing Navy National
Museum located on base at the NavyYard, which is largely off limits to the general
public. “The new National Museum of the U.S. Navy will provide a dramatically
improved opportunity for the American public to be inspired by the long history
of valor and sacrifice of American sailors in the defense of our country, and to
learn the vital importance of sea power to our way of life,” said retired Rear Adm.
Samuel J. Cox, director of the Naval History and Heritage Command. “It will
showcase not only the legacy of the past but also the global operations of the Navy
today, upholding the freedom of the seas, upon which our freedom depends.”

The Navy evaluated 18 cities and 42 sites as candidates for a new location of the
national museum, according to Kristina Higgins, spokeswoman for the Naval His-
tory and Heritage Command. The Washington site beat out locations in San Diego,
New York, Chicago, Philadelphia, Boston and Norfolk. Each city was evaluated for
attendance, market diversity, operating gap, cost per visitor, fundraising potential

and capital costs.

Estimates indicate the new National Museum of the U.S. Navy campus could at-
tract more than 1.5 million visitors annually, Higgins said. In May, the Navy signed

a land—exchange agreement that paved the way for the location.

The state-of-the-art facility is planned to expand beyond a traditional museum to a
campus layout that combines the museum, a high-tech conference center and re-
tail space with dining options. The museum is intended to be a self-funded tourist
destination that aims to intrigue, inform and inspire generations of visitors, ac-
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cording to the Naval History and Heritage Command. “The envisioned campus
will serve as an educational, inspirational, cultural and ceremonial center for those
serving in the Navy today. It would build public understanding of the Navy’s rich
history and proud heritage, offer educational activities and programming, and act
as a backdrop for notable career events for active, Reserve and retiring personnel,”

Higgins said.

The construction of the museum is estimated to cost $250 million, with opportu-
nities for additional development that could total up to $500 million, she said. To
raise funds for the new museum, the Navy has partnered with the Navy Museum
Development Foundation, a nonprofit organization dedicated to preserving naval
history. A law also provides the opportunity for Congress to match funds raised by

a nonprofit foundation for the purpose of financing a national museum.

The national museums of the Army, Marine Corps, and Air Force have all benefit-
ed from this statutory provision. The museum was first announced in 2020. The
groundbreaking is planned for October 2025 coinciding with the Navy’s 250th
birthday. It is projected to open by 2030. “This ceremony marks a significant step
forward in our journey to reimagine the Navy Museum,” Navy Secretary Carlos
Del Toro said. “This is a testament to our unwavering commitment to preserving
and honoring the rich history of our Navy and to ensuring that its legacy continues

to inspire and educate future generations.”

CAITLYN BURCHETT Caitlyn Burchett covers defense news at the Pentagon. Before joining
Stars and Stripes, she was the military
reporter for TheVirginian-Pilot in
Norfolk,Va. She is based in Washington,
D.C.

Source - Stars and Stripes
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Marine & Navy FMF Corpsmen Memeorial
Cemetery

N Main St
Jacksonville, Florida
November 10, 2024
4 PM

Dedicated by Marines and Navy FMF Corpsmen

of the
Jacksomville

Semper Fidelis Society

SEMPER I'DELES

We have a responsibility to never forget!

AFGHANISTAN, IRAG, GREMADA, BEIRUT, VIETHAM, HOREA, WWIL, WWI...

&

~SEMPER FIDELIS~

e
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A class for new and expectant
fathers

Join us as we discuss :
e Diaper changing
Feedings
Postpartum care
Supporting mothers
And more

November 6, 2024 at 12:00 pm
Fleet and Family Support Center, NAS Jacksonville
BLDG 27 Ranger Street,
NAS Jacksonville, FL 32212

Registration Required call (904) 542-5745 or email
JAXS NAS FFSC CONNECT@navy.mil

Fim iy Fomady gy

Center
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j ,@f};j Boeing B-17 Flying Fortress
7 Cutaway

Veterans Benefits Administration (VBA), U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs
Which National Park is your favorite to use your free Military Lifetime Pass?

Don’t have one yet? Don’t miss out! Veterans, service members, dependents, and Gold

Star families are eligible Learn more: https:// WWW.nps.gov/ planyourvisit/ passes.htm...

_H."
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From David “Flyboy” Shelton
Fellow PGR,Below is an updated schedule for the Vietnam and War on Terrorism Walls.

September will be a busy month, so any assistance you can provide would be greatly

FL PGR Vietnam & WoT Wall Schedule
To request one or both of the walls for display, contact FL State Captain
Email: flsci@patriotguard.org / 321-689-46949
Updated as of:

08/09/24
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NF &

- Veterans Food Assustunce -
Program

What?

Starting October 1st DVNF
will be offering a one-time
grant per veteran household

to support their nutritional
needs.

Veteran Qualifications

« Must have a DD214 o1
an 1D
discharged or released
under conditions other than
dishonorable
stter of reference from a

case worker or advocate may

ake the application more

favaorable.

How to Apply

We have an online application
that will need to be completed
by the Veteran. The application
can be found at
w.grantinterface.com/
sl/dI4NjA. The link will be open
starting October 1st, 2024.

Other Detalils

« This is not a monthly grant.

« The groceries will be delivered
directly to the Veteran using
Walmart or grocery store
delivery service.

+ Veterans can receive up to
$450 worth of groceries

For more information, please contact us: (202) 737-0522 - info@dvnf.org
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Peille Dental Cure

ALSTHETIC & FAMILY DENTISTEY
SERVING THOSE WHO SERVE

* % %

FREE

Day of Dentistry for
Veterans

LA 2 2 2 2 2 O b 2 20 b 2%

Free cleanings. [illings.
and/or denlal extraclions
BB EEEEEEEEE R

FRIDAY

I5TH OF NOVEMBER
(‘\ 2024 (\

9AM - 3PM
CALL 386-761-2273 T0 SCHEDULE

Beville Dental Care
911 Beville Rd =1, South Daytona, FL 32119
* kW

APPOINTMENTS MUST BE MADE!
LIMITED APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE
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Veterans Day Event in Clay County

Join us at Oakleaf Community Park on Saturday, November 9, 2024,
from 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM as we celebrate our veterans with a 5K race
and a softball exhibition game! The event will include food trucks, a cere-
mony, organizations supporting veterans, and more. All ages are wel-
come. This event is a joint collaboration between Veterans Council Clay
County Florida and the Clay County Board of County Commissioners.
Everyone is welcome to participate in the 5K race. Veterans can sign up
for the Veterans' Softball Exhibition Game from August 28 to October 13.
Family and friends of veterans can register from October 14 to October

25.To learn more and sign up, click here! https://

WWW. claycountygov. com/.../ clay—county—veterans. ..

Oakleaf Community Park
Saturday, November 9th | 8:00 am - 3:00pm

5K Run

Check-in begins ot 4:30 am, Race stors at 8:00am

Awards

10:00 am

Ceremony
11:00 am

Softball Exhibition Game

11:30 am

All ages are welcome, food trucks, vendors, and more...
Registrafion Sign up: hitps://bitly/ClayVeteranDayEvents



mailto:https://www.claycountygov.com/.../clay-county-veterans...
mailto:https://www.claycountygov.com/.../clay-county-veterans...
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Alton Green Mempril R

American LegigNIEUSAISEINS

' l ., l ;a/t/e
19 35T 2025

St. Jolm_s_lioll Club
4900 Cypress Links Blvd
- ME' tl]ll, H. 3203} . _.
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6" Annual

Eagle Harbor Golf Club

2217 Eagle Harbor Pkwy
Fleming Island, FL 32003

Monday, November 4th, 2024

Reagistration’Warm-up/Pre-Event 9:00 am — 10:30 pm
Shot Gun Start 11:00 am

Italian Dinner/ 5:30 pm — 6:30 pm
Awards Ceremony/Raffle

Silent auction and raffle will be held!
All proceeds benefit National POW/MIA Memorial and Museum

Deadline to Register:
October 25th, 2024

Sponsorship Packages and
Player Registration Forms
attached, or register online at:

www.powmiamemorial.org

Follow the 2024 Golf Tournament
Ewvent from our Facebook page:

n "Cecil Field POV MLA Memorial”

GEGL NELD POMAMM MENTRAL 54 HONFROFT GORFOSATION - REGISTRATION KUMSER: GHIT8E8. & COFY OF THE GRFICML REGISTRATIZN AND FINGKGIAL IMFORMATION MAY BE DBTAINED FROKM THE DIVSION OF
DQOMSUNER BERVICES EY CALLING TOLL-FREE, B0 &3 T3, WITHIN THE STATEE FEGISTRATION DOES ROT IMFLY ERDORSEVENT, APFROWAL OR RECOMBERDATION EY THE STATE CEGL RELD POWAHM MENORML 15 8

IRS HWCKAL FUELIC CHARITY. |08 3150, CONTRIFUTIONS ARE DECLUCTELE.
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6th ANNUAL NATIONAL POW/MIA MEMORIAL AND MUSEUM

2024 GOLF TOURNAMENT
TOURNAMENT /HOLE SPONSORSHIP & INDIVIDUAL
REGISTRATION FORM
Hole Sponsor Information
Company Mame Company Phone (___})
Company Address
City State Zip
Contact Name
Contact Phone Email
Sponsorship Level:
O Tournament Sponsor ($5500) O Silver Sponsor (51000}
O Platinum Sponsar ($2500) O single Player ($175)

O Gold Sponsor (51500)

Donations:
O Separate donation in support of National POW/MIA Memarial and Museum &

Important Sponsorship Information:

1. Payment of sponsorship donation or player registration fee(s) can be done online at
powmiamemorial.org or mail check payable to "National POW/MIA Memorial and
Museum” to: ATTN: 2024 Golf Tournament

National POW/MIA Memorial and Museum
6112 POW-MIA Memorial Pkwy.
Jacksonville, FL 32221

2. For those sponsorship levels that include golf participation, please register each golfer
by Friday, October 25, 2024

Player 1 Name Phone | ]

Email Address

Player 2 Name Phone | J
Email Address

Player 3 Name Phone | J
Email Address

Player 4 Name Phone { )
Email Address

*Additional players may be added on o separate sheet.
CECH FELD POWWMIA MEMORIAL |15 & ROS-PFROFIT CORPCAATION - REGISTRATION MURMBER: GHE1GR2 & COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGETRATICHN AND FIARNCWAL INFORMATICHN WAY BE
OBETAIED FROM THE DM 500N OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLLFREE, BOD 433 7352, \WITHIN THE STATE REGESTRATION DOES MOT MPLY ENDORSEMENT, APFROWAL OR
RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. CECIL FIELD POMOMNA MEMORIAL I5 AN IRS 500 FUBLIC CHARITY. I8 21964 CONTRIBUTICNS ARE DEDUCTIBLE.
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TOURNAMENT/HOLE SPONSOR PACKAGES
AND PLAYER FEES

TOURNAMENT SPONSOR $5500

« Listed as Title Sponsor on: = Website with link to sponsor’s wehsite
— Hole Sponsor Signage - Recognition at Tournament Award Ceremony
Tournament Program
— Facebook Event Page = Up to Eight (8) player entries

O e e e e oy
PLATINUM SPONSOR $2500 SILVER SPONSOR $1000
s Listed as Platinum Sponsor on: » Listed as Silver Sponsor on:
— Hole Sponsor Signage — Hole Sponsor Signage
— Tournament Program — Tournament Program
— Facebook Event Page — Facebook Event Page
—  Website with link to sponsor’s —  Woebhsite with link to sponsor’s
website wehbsite
« Up to Eight (8) player entries « Up to Four (4) player entries

SINGLE PLAYER FEE $175
» Includes:
= Tournament Entry
— Tournament Gift
~ Italian Dinner

GOLD SPONSOR

+ Listed as Gold Sponsor on:
— Hole Sponsor Signage
—  Tournament Program
— Facebook Event Page
— 'Website with link to sponsor's website

s Upto Six (6) player entries

TOURNAMENT/HOLE SPONSOR FORM AND PLAYER REGISTRATION FORM ATTACHED.

CECIL RELD POWNA MEMORIAL IS & MOMPROFIT COAPORATION - RECISTRATION NUMBER: CH51569. A COPY OF THE OFF ICIAL REGISTRATICN AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE
CETAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF COMSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE, 400 435 T332, WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, AFPROVAL OR
RECOMBENDATICN BY THE BTATE, CECIL FELD POMANA MENORTAL |5 AN IRS 501/CH3) PUBLIC CHARITY. IDé 11254 CONTRIBUTICINS ARE DEDLUCTIELE
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Form 180 to get DD214

Smtard Torm |65 Ry BSEE 1 g 1) Serliwripndl e ol menacion
Pl ey SULILA, (el TR L0 LG e VI P, VRPN e e R I

REQUEST PERTAINING TO MILITARY RECORDS

T et ran b rebalted palias Gileg £ ecki| ol Bioje,wmre a bbres, pi e e SRy STl S
T e o et posads dl"l:.:-'hd}mlhth ey iy Sl brifre By ool B e FUEASE FRINT LBOESLY OR TEFE BLOW.
SECTION I - INFURNATION NE I|||1|'| CATE RECIEDS (Fen riri iy,

memmmuuu] L DATEOF KINTH | FLALCE OF EETH
£, SERYICE, FAST ASD FRESENT (For an afecires smards saarol, s imgortont that ALL servicr e sho beiew |
ELANCIE OF ST “}% m“?“m oy [panTin| (i s, i i)

& ACTRVE D D
s L) O
& HATIGNAL

o L] L
o LI LB LAY TR BT STATHEE RS [

L oo e o pen s

1, CIEOK TEE ITEMEL 100 ARE RIQUERTING:

B P J14 o' nraliont: Y'owrh) b by tormv ) ard b votiorar ( Diwlir of Srparaiecs
Tl Form cwlistel St il b eiily el v um-m:m W v
rogue 1 DELETED évgry, B Snlowisy o wll by Rinclied i ity B £ oy ehapleiity code. nepwmibon, (AFINVERN)
vl Bt TR W e Mmlmﬂ“ﬂ'-h i natn — M_mﬂ! mageatat i DOk w214
Eromgt =N armed by visimg. M vwm v pres =
A LNTHELETED s mall by it [%LELT IO SRECTFT 4 DELETED COFT by il phey s DI--H:.I!'H-“
D n-u_rmnm mﬂnnmnﬂ-u“—-umnﬂumm
A porErEy RTORL K T eelimg T Form 178, Koarport oo Sopurnsion, or eoe=alient), mrd offee ool
el TR0 b e e el 6T T T A i i et e % e b LT ! e P
D Sodionl Rerorde Jockaio el [omipetioel | cossdol scbebaions, mel bl records, || opetient soapria s oo e it o oy i
I . rconds S iy, b oansd ot (NOTE: Fiskdn arw regaired)
#ﬂhmqnﬂ-miﬁ-m-ﬂuﬂn Frpie, e P, o, isastged o e P

D Dl Ranardi: Mot chwcs 2w JONDY Sernal mmoards e docle & Dot et sl et

[ oenar riemse pucityc

T FURFCAD (Preiing cmmact st el oot of hal mcmnst b wpalitary; bosseeiy, i mty Dadly i o bt 0 it el it iid iy Pt 5 s it
reply. lafiorwaton previded well o me ey b oeed el a dncacos lo deoy i rpmeel |

O besfjopisny [ dspiermem [ VAlsaPoges [ Medal [] Gunlsy [ Corwses  [] Pososat [ Ohor frpisin)
Faginiz bere

SECTION [ - RETURN ADDEESS AND SIGNATURE

I. REJHTSTHR RAMIE: L RELATIONSHIF TO VETERAN:

i e AATLTAR'Y SERNICE MEMAER (o VETERLAM sbessifid i ot VETURAN'S LIGAAL. CLARDUAN DT walbent copry of Cvmrt
L ;:,“h__ [ ] ppeimtment) s AIPTHRGRETED AEPRERESTATIVE (MUSY st e of
1 i e EECEASET VETERAN'S KEXTAH-EIH (WU sabbit Abssdovien Lovvc v owersl Ao
L et uth, S o .o Bt st [ Jormoem upuciy:

i SEND INFORMA TR TRCTMENTS Tl
Pl st o ype. S e A AT ATy et | & ATTHORETATION SIEKATURE: | Schurs: o cortify, vorify or viais)

Biehi ekl ATy vt e b il clet il Soate of Aamarksn Bl e

r— Ivrmmition i Dol Sectios & b Erim mied dnrroct il bl | swtieion e roioie
ol T poaperind nSsrmacien, (T Bems 240 b o o
riar m*“m*mfﬂ

A hddra ApL@ i Fron s Sl e, sy e sgve, g ey ouorisd
Pt podly (il i (i e Frivdded idivd ke’ tenesidT

iy fou ¥ Cala

Ty e Fin Tl T —— e
* The e b el a8

Ao |00 ol o P il oo i el Aommorene (RAEN! vk

Erema, Adelrem

43



Form 180 to get DD214

pege tn whach this request should be sent. Flease refer s the |

The varites cabsgarin: of mililery service reconds an described m b chorl balew. For sch categoey (hens i & cods mumber which mdicates the adieeis a1 the botios of he

d Bhest

g this form os resdad.

CARRENT STATUS OF SERYICE MEMBER

i

Misdical or Bervics
Trealmend Beoand

i

| ischarged, deceased, or etied hedes &4

| Discharged, eceused, or retimd #11/1964 - 430004

FE

1l

[THscharged, deeemed, or retied 1012064 - (2912013

n

[Dincharged, decsmiod, or metised om o afler /12004

13

|M&-: Auking Maonad Gusn on sctive duty in the Adr Facss]), TIRL, or genesal officon retivd with pey

frelemaad Froen ctive oty in the Al Parse

thnw. KR, Rstired Rpserve i nom-pay stais, oo Matiom! Goand ofioms. oot on sctve doty i the Air Fogon, or Matomal Cheed

[

ot Matienal (and ealisted oot o0 asive duly in the Air Fooas

{Dischged, decemsed, o retiwd bekes 1111050

[Déacharged, docsmed, o mtid 1111831 - MELL99

[Peactuged, deecused, o retied 1159 - W3I2006

COAST hil:l-'rd. drcemind, of Totisd 1012006 - WAL

CUARD  [Mischirgad, decsssod, or retismd on oe afler 10412003

Reseree, indhidiel Beserve o TORL
o retived hefios: 17171895
chargsd, decssed, orretmed 17171905 - &30/155

I]ild-pi. drcvased, ormrtied S0/ - 1LGLTHE

I]}i.lth-d.iw—d. orretied 111999 - 12512613

CORPS

| Discharged, decesed, or retivd on o atter UILE0M

(il ey Rsere

iected M Lo B IL¢
=, decesed, or retieed bedes 107171912 fenbisted ) or befoes 711917 (offieer)

|.|:i.|d-|nc|. dresmed, orretied 11171912 = U392 {enlised) or TS T = 30051952 (affleer)

=Y e e N I M M S R B
=

| ¥charged, éecmed, or retied 10141952 ~ BRI

=

F!.dn-ih—tmn&dlhﬁ:m}m—ﬂﬂmlj

(Dtscharged, decemsed, or retied (inchuding TOVRL) ca or ter /12004

%m:mmwﬂquwuwm
geceased, or retoed befiors 17111836 (enliwed) oo before L0503 (odfice)

I'[h:hnd. daceased, or retioed 1711836 — | BV19%4 (ealinted] o 1/1/1939 — | /5071954 fofSicer)

[Tinchanged, deceed, o retied 1731199 - 12327988

[Dachiegad, decesed, of reteed 17171995 — 123L281

HEFEE M
=

| Discharged, doeemsed, o retised o e after 1/1/2004

-
=
L]

Active, Rewerve, or TIL

=

PHS  |Pubiac Heah bervice - Commimioasd Uerps officens iy

¥

ADDRESS LIST OF CUSTODIANS snd SELF-SERVICE WERSITES (BY CODE NUMBERS SHOWN ABOVE) ~ Whene tn write/send this forsy

Adr Farce Fermanel Coier Natiasal Achines & Reourds ddmizistration Dpaziment af Virms Affles
1 11 | ATTR: Frleam o Infermution
AFPCIREEM Research fervicas (ROTIR) Claba Tetake Cemter
550 C Strost Wost 700 Praneybrants Avenne NW PO, Bax 4444
Ficha-Bandatph TH M150-4711
‘Wakingtes, D D040R-001 Juperwills, W1 S35474444
W Pommber: JLRSIET0A Pax Nomher: B44SILTHIA
; DIPZREBLMILEET O ENCEATH G S AF ML,
Exuil: Ao e gov

U Arney Human Reancs. Commund 'y web page:
T | oo e arwry. milicomient 1 L3

12

Dtvision of Commerlwined Carps (85cer Soppant
ATTR: Recsidi Dl

Tutal Fores Service Conier: 1-$H-525-0102 11K Wooten Paricwrary, Flam Level, Snite 100
e e i’ ¢ 1418 ARMYHRC (1818 176-471) okl MI 10451

Communor, Frrmangd Sgrviey Crater iedicime Recards Acieity (YNRA)

U Cassl Gurd I i ATTH: Release of Infermation

1703 Martls Ltk Kisg r Ave SR Dl R v, Ll I Nacagoches Rand, Suits 115
Washbgion, D 30893-T100 S Loak, M E3120 San Amisnin, TX 717
W'-ﬁ"“'hmﬂﬁﬂl_ﬂr Faxaumber: 34-260-513

Headguericrs .5 Mariar Corpe AMEDD Army Becord Procemizg Ceater Nathoea] Fermanel Records Cemer
Muporwer Maragemest Beconds & Performasee | § | 1370 Macepdaches Raad, Suite 11§ Td | (Military Pervnnd Bords)

(IVERE-10) San dnivods, TX THEIT 1 Archiivee Drive.

11604 Elint Band Pax Nambers 1821 8t Lo, 00 63038040

Chuamiien, VA 13134505

BMEMANPOWER MMRP- 10 Gmneml g irn arciver. gouhaleromstnbtimrsenace-rennd
Maring Carpe Forces Besaree ] Navy Persanniel Commind (FERS-113)

1000 Dpelsmns Aveoae 120 ntrgrity Bebre

Pew Oriesms, LA 70114 Milinglan, TH IHeE5-3130

44



St. Johns County Parks and Recreation

Come paddle down memory lane as we relive last Thursday's Veterans Kayaking at Trout

Creek, where we rowed onto the St. Johns River to watch the sunset.

Want to come along for real? Sign up for our newsletter to find out about future trips and
other fun programs:

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/vgkHwTm/SJCParksandRec

L sl and

Support Our Heroes

ABOUT LIS

Thank You For
Supporting
America’s Heroes
And Their Families.

&
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Florida’s Largest Veterans Day Experience
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BATTLE FOR VETIZERANS
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November 8th-10th; 2024 = Fri, Sat & Sun=10am-5pm
9200 Airport Rd, Zephyrhills, FL 33542

* World War |l Battle Reenactment  Free E

on SHturdaq & Sundm_; ol Dk

: CiE 3 RV & Car'r'ipirtg Sites

: Reenactors & Living Displays E
- All-Era Mifitarld Vehicle Show & Diﬁp]m:r_ . FGDTJ & Mlll.tilrl:! T-fr:ndors
* Saturday Morning Veterans Day * Online Registration Open

Parade in Downtown Zephyrhills - Museum Open During Event
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37th Annual All Veterans Reunion May 8th-May11th, 2025!!
E Il B '=m || = NI EHIE EEEEER W .

x VML

ANS MEMBRIAL REUNI

One of the Nations “Largest and Longest Running” Reunions!
PUBLIC IS ALWAYS INVITED TO ATTEND!

Reunion Date: May 8th—11th, 2025
(@ Wickham Park in Melbourne FL

Reunion Information can be found at: www.veteransmemorialreunionine.org

The Vietham Traveling Memarial Wall and S5ome Gave All—The Moving Tribute are being
donated for the duration of the Reunion by the VVB.

Wall escort will be on May 4th, departing the Eastern Florida State College (EF5SC) Cocoa
Campus @ 10am sharp and escorted to Wickham Park.

First Responders Honored and Requested to join in!

Scan here for all
of our links!

Vietnam Memorial Traveling Wall:
hitps://travelingwall us

Wickham Park: 2500 Parkway Dr. Melbourne, FL 32935

48



FUOETRE DREPALTIEST O VETERSNE AFPaRIE

Fucomny Moy et awre! (08

« Health Care
« Education .
+ Earned Benefits

L] ey

FDVA.VSO@FDVA.FL.GOV
727-319-7440

~y OPERATION
" .~STRONG & READY

FOR WHITH D WD T =
FOR HEALTHY LIVING
FOit SO LA S SPOrra I

A Military Wellness Program

STARTING JULY 30™ , 2024
OSR - VETERANS ONLY!

To register stop by the
Welcome center or

email

Program Overview
Operation Strong & Ready (O5R) — “Vetlsrans
Only™ is an B-week/l6 session program s
designed to not only help our veterans get back
imto shape physically, but also mentally and
emationally, The program is held twice a week
for approximately 1.5-hours. Eath week a new
topic will be discussed or a new resource will be
provided to help better assist the veterans during
their B-week journey.

Program Goals

Increase parthicipant’s physical and mental health
through exercise, peer support and educational
fesounces.

Who Can Participate?

The program is opan to any military weteran who
desires to  increate  their physical  activity,
improve their overall health, and to connact with
other like-minded wveterans.,

For _mere infermation, emall  owr  MEitary
Duireach Program Coordinator, Eric Hermandez.
at EHemmander@icymca org-.

STRENGTHENIMNG FUR MILITAKY FAMILIES
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Program Cost

Thanks to genenous donations and sponsorships,
thit session iz FREE for anyone gualified. Future
programs may have a participant costs pending
futwre funding

Program Details

In & small group setting, an O5SR instructor will
safely gusde participants through B weeks of
exercise programming designed specifically to
meet the veteran's needs. The program consists
of pre and post assessments, 16 exercise sessions
with a certified instrusctor, healthy living and
veleran resource dscussions, and a YMCA
membership for the participant and their
immediate family members for the B-week
duration of the program

The S$0-minute 05K session consists of:
+  Healthy-Living/Resources Discussions
+  Warm-LUp
«  Tearned Cardia + Strength Workout
*  Cool-Down

Program will b& held at
Dye Clay Family YMCA. We
will meat twice a weaek on

Tuesday and Thursday's
from

10:00AM - 11:30AM



TunnelmgTowers
Foundation

T2T.0RG

2023 FACT SHEET

QUR MISSION

On September 11, 2001, FDNY firefighter Stephan Siller laid down his life
Lo save othars when America was attacked. For over 20 years, the Tunnal
to Towers Foundation bas honosed Stephen's logacy by supporting the
heroes who continue bo risk life and mb in the line of duty.

To date, Tunnel fo Towers has delivered aver 1,000 mortgage-free hames
to our nation's heroes and committed over $500 million across all of our
Programs.

Thds year the Foundation is delivering ever 200 mortgage-free homes o
catastrophically injured veterans and first responders, Gold Star families,
farnilies of first responders who leave behind young children and more
than 1,500 housing units to combat weteran homelessness

ACCOUNTABILITY & TRANSPARENCY
IN 2022

9"

of Fundraising Dallars
Went Directly to Programs

Fundralsing Management & General

Tunnel to Towers |3 committed to practicing sound flscal management,
organizational efficiency and program integrity.

The Foundation Keeps Tundraising and administrative costs Lo a minimum,
with only & small percentage of tunds allocated to overhead expanses

In 20122, the Foundation’s program serice percantage an average was 95% —
95 cents out of every dollar went directly to owr programs and services. Tunnel
to Towers” Chairman and CEQ, Frank Siller, is an uncompensatad voluntess.

For nine years running, the Foundation has achleved the highest rating,
four stars, from Charity Navigator, the nation's largest and most-utilized
evaluator of charities.

OFFICE: W WEE: T2T 0
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IN THE LINE OF DUTY PROGRAMS

s 1], 2000, the Tunne
In the Lire

HOMELESS VETERANS

In 2022, the Tunnel bo Towers Foundation launched a new
national campaign to eradicate homelessness in the Veteran
community, This

housing units and services to veterans. T
sh 7 an th
country they signad u|

MEVER FORGET PROGRAMS

The Tunnel bo oundation made a promi "NEVER
FORGET™ those lost on 9711 and the continued impact the
hiave on America and its Tirst responders,

promise and educate futu

2 students. By the end of
ates




National League of POW/MIA Families
Hello everyone!

The League is always seeking out photos of POW/MIA
flags, monuments, Missing Man HonorsTables, POW/MIA
empty chairs, etc. from your community to feature on our

social media pages and website.

Sharing with us is easy, just message your photos to our

email -

nationalleague(@pow—miafamilies.org

With your full name as well as a brief description of when & where the photo

was taken.

NATIONAL LEAGUE OF FAMILIES OF AMERICAN

PRISONERS & MISSING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA
5673 Columbia Pike, Suite 100, Falls Church, VA 22041

PH -TO3/465-T432 wiww. pow-miafamilies.org FAX --TO53/465-T433
2024 ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP FORM

Name: Date:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Home Phone: Cell Phone:

Would you prefer to receive League material by email? Y N Email:

@$20/member Total Amount:

IES EINE 23-TO71242
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VWARRIOR WHEELS FOUNDATION INC

Originally established after the tragic
passing of Sgt Terry Terrance Long, June
T4 2019, In an effort Lo honor Terri & his
passion for the FREEDOM OF THE RIDE,
Family, friends and community members i
came together and raised awarensess to " 352-7T80-5909

eliminate veteran & first responder wMMmMmm

suicide, as well to donate a motorcycle to 3 Tk
adeserving hero. Thus, Warrior Wheels Emall: Hnmhmﬂllsmm

Foundation was established.

101N A WARRIOR WHEELS AUTO
OR BIKE CLUE OR EVEN START
ONE OF YOUR DWIN
- DONATE
VISIT
WV MY WARRIORWHEELS.COM

w The Warriors that join the FREEDDM OF |
THE RIDE program are hand selected
by our board with community
involvement. Recipients not only
receive a motorcycle or other vehicle,
bt they embark on a
one year journey with peer suppaort,
mentorship & camaraderie.

WARRIOR

Warrior Wheels Foundation's
Purpose s to eliminate Veteran &
First Responder suicide by providing
crisis intervention, peer support &
camaraderie that provides a healing
environment & supportive

community
e
MISSION
Warrior Wheels Foundation's
Mission is dedicated to providing
freedom for Veterans, First
Responders B their families through
donated motorcycles and other
vehicles, while raising support
awareness and funds for other
comimunity organizations

PROGRAMS
Freedom of the Ride
Donating motorcycles & other
vehicles to Veterans & First

Responders

CAMARADERIE
Connecting with other Warrlors &
supporters to enjoy regular outings &
the FREEDON OF THE RIDE.

MENTORSHIP
Each recipient is assigned a mentar
that will support them and their family
on their journey through the program,
transitioning into civillan life,
employmant & so much more, to

ensure that they have the guidance B
tools to be successful.

PEER SUPPORT
Warrior Wheels Foundation provides
Peer Support Groups called
“WARRIDR GROUPS®
for all Veterans, First Responders &
their Familles. Warrior Groups provide
a safe B confidential environmant of
camaraderie with fellow warriors that
allow them find new ways to heal from
trauma |n thelr lives.
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SGT TERRANCE "TERRY™LONG
UNITED STATES ARMY
NOWV 9, 1979 - JUN 14, 207148

Social Service Support

Vile provide 360° of support for our
Veterans, First Responders & their
Families through peer support,
benefits assistance, financial
assistance for vehicle recipients &
other soclal services to ensure the
success of our heroes

Crisis Intervention

Warrior Wheels Foundation works
alongside our police, fire, EMTs & other
crisls Support arganizations across
the state and country to provide
immediate erisis intervention support
for our veterans, and first responders



JACKSOMNMVYILLE
H & v -3 L M (1] = E u M

Join Our Team of

Volunteers

We're currently looking for individuals
who would be committed to restoring,
maintaining, and being a docent on

the USS Orleck. |

(" Requirements ) (" Skills Needed

e Veteran, Active Duty, Retired B 773 5 R I
* Minimum of 18 Years Old o Boraite % Othra
Healthy physically and mentally

* Painting, Cleaning, Events

Youth groups with advisors

Willing to volunteer where and when
needed

Biggfesatic On For More Info

www.jaxnavalmuseum.org/volunteer volunteer@jaxnavalmuseum.org

USS Orleck's Address

610 East Bay Street
Jacksonville, FL 32202
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I am sharing info and flyers for 2 of our different upcoming retreats that have openings: Military Support Retreat and Family
& Friends of the Fallen Support Retreat. Each attached flyer has dates and locations for each retreat.

Both retreats are not no cost to attend and hotel, meal, and activities are provided (we cannot assist with transportation) and

are for adults only. Details below on each:

Military Support Retreat: MSR is for the service member (any branch and any duty status) to attend WITH their primary

adult support person (spouse, friend, partner,)

MSR has 2 focuses: -Education through large and small group discussions led by subject matter experts. -Nature-based

recreational activities focused on providing an opportunity for bonding, fun, and/or relaxation.
Additionally, our Military Support Retreats provide:

A supportive environment in which Veterans & the person attending with them can connect with their peers, gain critical
coping skills & insights, and interact with subject matter experts and other participants who can relate, understand, and offer

support.

Many outdoor activities centered around nature-based recreation (I.E., Equine therapy, Marineland Aquarium visit with dol-

phin interaction, relaxation yoga class)

Large and small group discussions led by expert facilitators about concepts of post-traumatic growth, communication skills,

soul injury, & more.
Peer support - “Soldiers saving Soldiers” Methods that are supported by research
Therapeutic discussions and/or activities, not “therapy” -Details and application directly at:

https://gratitudeamerica.org/retreats/

Family & Friends of the Fallen Support Retreat:

-This retreat supports those who lost a loved one in service to our nation and is open to all adult family members and/or
those adults significantly impacted by the loss of the service member. The death can be from all conflicts/ eras, all branches of

service, and all circumstance of death.

-The retreat has a split focus on nature based recreation, creative arts, and interactive workshops and groups discussions with
the goals of teaching supportive strategies & how to navigate challenges and to connect meaningfully with others at the re-

treat.

-This experience is recommended for those 1 year or more away from their loss.
-Details and application directly at: https://gratitudeamerica.org/fallen/

The 2 flyers are on the next page. Please do not hesitate to reach me with questions, etc
Thank you, Ashley

Ashley Semerenko, LCSW

GratitudeAmerica

Director of Veteran Engagement

GratitudeAmerica.org
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How to report a Veteran’ death to VA

The passing of a Veteran is a solemn time that deserves to be recognized and reported
with the utmost respect. Veterans have served their country and worked hard for their

well-deserved benefits.

However, after a Veteran passes away, family members should report the death of the
Veteran to VA as soon as possible to stop current benefits payments. If the death is not
reported promptly, survivors or executors of the Veteran’s estate may have to repay any
overpayments received. Payments the deceased Veteran received may include compen-

sation, pension, education or Veteran Readiness & Employment benefits.

VA encourages loved ones of deceased Veterans to follow the guidance below on re-

porting Veteran deaths to avoid falling victim to benefit scams.
How to report the death of a Veteran

Calling is the fastest way to report a Veteran’s death so VA will stop benefit payments,

but there are other options available for reporting,
Options for reporting:

By Phone: Call VA 800-827-1000 (TTY: 711) and select 5. Agents are available Monday
through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. ET.

In Person: Go to aVA regional office. Find the nearest VA regional office.

By Mail: Department of Veterans Affairs Claims Intake Center, PO Box 4444, Ja-
nesville, WI 53547-4444 _ Include your relationship to the Veteran and any supporting
documents that can help us verify the Veteran’s identity. Examples of supporting docu-

ments are:
Death certificate or other public record of the Veteran’s death

Discharge document (like a DD214)
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If you report in person at a VA regional office or by mail, provide copies of:
Death certificate or other public record of the Veteran’s death.
Discharge document (like a DD214).

Provide as much information about the Veteran as you can when you first report the
notice of death to VA. This information will help VA Verify the Veteran’s identity. This

information includes:

Full name.

Social Security Number or VA claim number.

Date of birth.

Date of death.

Branch of service.

Best practices to avoid survivor benefit scams

Save important files, such as the Veteran’s military service/treatment records, dis-

charge papers and copies of their VA claims.

Go to the VA website. For guidance on creating an account and obtaining a VA security
Personal Identification Number (PIN) to securely access benefit information. A VA Se-
curity PIN is an additional way to secure direct deposit accounts from theft and protect

Personally Identifiable Information (PII).

Never give out PII via text, and be cautious of suspicious hyperlinks or unfamiliar hy-

perlinks.

If a survivor is missing a VA benefits payment, identifies a discrepancy in payments, or

find suspicious activity with a direct deposit account, contact VA immediately at 800-

827-1000.

Review all documents thoroughly. Survivors should never sign a blank form for some
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one else to complete later. They should always review the completed form before sign-

ing and retain a copy of the completed form for their records.

For protection against identity theft scams, notify the major credit bureaus (Equifax,
Experian and TransUnion) to update the individual’s credit report with a deceased no-
tice and notify the Veteran’s financial institutions so all accounts can be closed or trans-

ferred appropriately.

According to AARP, scammers also use names published in obituaries to pretend to
be long lost relatives of the deceased. When it’s time to write your loved one’s obitu-
ary, consider leaving out the birthdate, middle name, home address, birthplace and

mother’s maiden name.

For other scams predators use, visit www.VA.GOV/VSAFE.

VA is committed to delivering world-class care and benefits to Veterans and their de-
pendents by providing survivors with ongoing support and assistance. Check to see if
you qualify for survivor benefits, such as health care coverage, Survivors’ and Depend-

ents’ Education Assistance Program, housing assistance, or even help with burial costs.

For more guidance on how to report the death of a Veteran, submitting necessary docu-
mentation and finding additional resources available, visit VA Benefits For Spouses, De-

pendents, Survivors, And Family Caregivers | Veterans Affairs.

To report a missing VA benetits payment, identify a discrepancy in payments, or find
suspicious activity with a direct deposit account, contact VA immediately at 800-827-
1000. You may also file a complaint with the Federal Trade Commission if funeral
homes charge to set up funeral honors or schedule a burial with VA’s National Ceme-
tery Administration by visiting reportfraud.ftc.gov. For other scams predators use, visit

va.gov/vsafe.
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Burials and Memorials

VA honors the service and sacrifice of Veterans and their family members.
How to Apply

To find out in advance if a Veteran or family member is eligible for burial in a
VA national cemetery, click “Apply for Pre-Need Burial Eligibility” to fill out

and submit the application.
Apply for Pre-Need Burial Eligibility

If pre-need eligibility has not been determined, upon the death of the Veteran
or his or her spouse or dependent (also called the time of need), family mem-
bers should locate the Veteran’s DD-214 or other discharge papers if readily
available and click “Schedule a Burial” to begin the process.Then make ar-
rangements with a funeral home, National Cemetery Scheduling Office, or di-

rectly with a VA national cemetery.

VA Memorial Benefits

VA takes special care to pay lasting tribute to the memory of Veterans who
served and sacrificed and that of their families. VA meticulously maintains 155
VA national cemeteries in 44 states and Puerto Rico and is working to increase
access to accommodate Veterans and eligible family members close to home.
Currently, more than 94 percent of Veterans have a burial option in an open VA,

state or tribal veterans cemetery located within 75 miles of their home.

Note that most if not all of these benefits may be provided for Veterans who are
interred in a State, Territorial orTribal Veterans cemetery. Check with the cem-
etery to ensure coverage. Some benefits are also available for Veterans who

choose burial in a private cemetery.

Veterans with a qualifying discharge are entitled to VA burial benefits. Spouses

and dependent children are eligible too, even if they predecease the Veteran.
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The following burial benefits may be provided:
Burial in a VA national cemetery

Opening and closing of the grave for burial of casketed or cremated re-
mains, or placement of cremated remains in an above-ground vault, also

called a columbarium

A government furnished grave liner
Perpetual care of the gravesite

A headstone or marker with an inscription
A burial flag

A Presidential Memorial Certificate

A dedicated memorial page on the Veterans Legacy Memorial site where

friends and family can upload photos and remembrances
Burial in a private cemetery

A government headstone, marker, or medallion

A burial flag

A Presidential Memorial Certificate

Some survivors may also be entitled to VA burial allowances as partial reim-

bursement for the costs of funerals and burials for eligible Veterans

Please note that gravesites 1n a VA national cemetery cannot be reserved in
advance.To prepare for a private cemetery burial, VA suggests fami-

lies review these questions and complete required forms in advance.
VA Requirements

Discharge papers to establish your eligibility for burial services
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VA Sunshine Healthcare Network (VISN 8)
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You‘ve made our country

B BE T TER PLAL E.

Enjoy your well-earned retirement at Silver Creek.

Thank you wveterans for your service and sacrifice! At Silver
Creek, you can live life as you choose with greater freedom,
comfort and indepandence through the unique living options
at our community - including independent concierge living,
assisted living, enhanced assisted living and memory care.

Discover first-class ameanities, halistic wellness programming,
gourmet all-day dining and vibrant activities while enjoying
camaraderie and friendship at our close-knit community.

Call 800-821-8170 to schedule a tour and learn more.

o

SILVERTCREEK

THE FUTURE O©F SEMIOR LIVING

145 Silver Lane | St. Augustine, FL 32084 | SilverCreekRetirement.com

Independent Concierge Living — Assisted Living
Memory Care — Short-Term Stays

Ansinted Living Faciliny 812928
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-_L! B 2 St. Johns County Veterans Oral History Project

L A Stories of Service

ST. AUGUSTINE

HISTORICAL SOCIETY SN Y X

Stories of Service is an oral history project
focused on the veterans of St. Johns County.

The goal of this project was to collect, N H-'ﬂf s
I/,
..

document, and preserve the memories of local
veterans for future generations. \
Materials collected by the Society for this
project have allowed for the creation of two
exhibits, one physical at the Oldest House
Museum Complex at 14 St. Francis Street on
display until January, one digital, accessible
below and through our main website under the
LEARN tab.

Items on display in both the digital and physical
exhibits tell the stories of our local veterans,
placing them proudly within the long and
storied histories of St. Augustine and St. Johns
County.

A sincere thanks to them all.

View the Digital Exhibit:

https://sahsstoriesofservice.omeka.net/

Main: 904-824-2872

271 Charlotte Street. St. Augustine, FL 320084

ST. AUGUSTIINE
HISTORICAL SOCIETY | Research Library located at 6 Artillery Lane, St. Augustine FL 32084
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NOW ACEEPTING APPLIGATIONS
VETERAN HOMEOWNERS

SAINT JOHNS COUNTY

FREE HOME REHAB

We believe everyone deserves to live in a healthy home. At
Operation Lifeline Inc., we feel particularly indebted to those who
served in the Armed Forces and have committed to helping as
many struggling veterans as possible. Our program provides home
rehabilitation services at no charge to eligible veterans to address
accessibility and HUD's Eight Healthy Homes Principles.

QUALIFICATIONS

Participant Eligibility: Property Eligibility:

- Verifiable veteran status - Must be a single-family residence

- Gross income below B0% of the area's - Must be the applicant’'s homestead
median income - Applicant must own the property by
- Occupy the property as a principal fee simple title

residence and have proof of ownership - Must be free of any encumbrances

- Be in compliance with any existing other than a first mortgage
mortgage on the property - Located within the unincorporated
- Be current with utility accounts and portion of Saint Johns County or the
property taxes City of Saint Augustine Beach

* Please review full eligibility criteria on our website *

CONTACT US TODAY OPERATIO

WWW.OPLIFELINE.ORG LIFEL|NE INc*
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RESERVE COMPONENT

TRANSITION ASSISTANCE ADVISORS

Are you a member of a Reserve Component? Have you served 180 or more consecutive days on Title
107 Do vou have a service-related injury or health care issue? Perhaps you're about to retire from service
and need someane to show you how to get back into the swing of civilian life, Getting to know your
Reserve Component Transition Assistance Advisor (RCTAA) means you'll have reliable, professional
support when you need it.

| am here to help with the following benefits:

» State and Local Benefits * Health and Life Insurance
e VA Assistance for Physical and Mental Health * Financial Assistance

» Disabled Veterans Program Assistance s Legal Assistance

» Education and Training Assistance * Relocation Assistance

* Employment Assistance » Effects of a Career Change

Since 2005, RCTAAs have assisted Reserve Component service members with 180 days or more T-10 AD
service obtain their federal benefits and entitlements. You could save an average of:

» Employment Counseling (575/hour)

¢ Health Insurance (51430/Service Member)

s Legal Assistance [$255/hour)

» VHA DAV Benefit Received (515,034 /Service Member)

* VA Benefit Received [55786/Service Member)

¢ Education Benefits Received [515,285/%ervice Member)
Average benefit per eligible Reserve Component service member across all benefits areas=511,970.

If you or someacne you know needs assistance with federal benefits and entitlements, don’t hesitate to
contact me. You can either scan this OR code and fill out the attached form or contact me directly using
the information below.,

Thank you for serving, now let me serve you.

sccording to the Mational Defense Awthorization Act 2013, [Resendse
Component] transition assistance advisors “senve g5 points of contact to ossist . i "
aligible marmbers of the resens copmpanents i oeeescng benefits and haolth David “Dave” Kennett
care furnished wider dews odministered by the Secretary of Defense and
henefits and health core furnished wnder the lows administered by the

Secretory of Vererans Affairs (Sec, 513), . Transition Assistance Advisor

Reserve Component

Federal Contractor

DIRECTION | BENEFITS | COMPASSION

DKennett{@gapsi.com
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How to Apply for DIC and/or Accrued Benefits

Surviving family members may apply for these benefits using the appropriate V& form on va.gov/family-member-benefits.

Dependency and Indemnity
Compensation

Monthly payment for the eligible surviving
spouse, dependent children or parent(s) of
the Veteran or service member IF Veteran or
service member died in the line of duty or
due to a service-related injury oriliness.

The PACT Act makes it easier for many survivors to receive
Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC).
VA will be contacting survivors who were previously denied DIC

benefits and may be newly eligible under the PACT Act. You do
not need to wait for VA to contact you to submit a claim.

Accrued Benefits

A one-time payment to a surviving spouse,
dependent childiren) or dependent parent(s) of

a deceased Veteran based on relationship when
the record shows additional benefits (such as VA
compensation or pension) due to the Veteran prior
to passing.

Additional Survivor Benefits Available:

~ Burials and Burial Allowance

= Burlal benefits available include a gravesite in any

of our National cemeteries with available space,
opening and closing of the grave, perpetual care,
a government headstone, marker, or medallion, a
burial flag, and a Presidential Memorial Certificate,
at no cost, Some survivars may alsa be eligible for
a plot allowance, transportation allowance, and
burial allowances based on the service connected
disability status of the deceased Veteran,

Education and Training

Chapter 35 benefits and Fry Scholarship are the
twa main Gl Bill programs offering educational
assistance to survivors and dependents of
Veterans who died in the line of duty or as a result
of service-related disabilities.

U.S. Department
of Veterans Affairs

Final Monthly Payment

If a Veteran who |s receiving VA compensation or
pension benefits passes away, their last month of
benefits can be paid to their surviving spouse,

Home Loan Guaranty

Certificate of Eligibility is available for surviving
spouses recelving DIC.

Health Care

Survivors and dependents of Veterans may qualify
for health care benefits, such as CHAMPYA.,

Learm more and sign up at VA.gow/PACT

Download the VA Health and Benefits App
Call us at 1-800-MyVA411 (1-800-698-2411)

Find a VA at VA.gov/find-locations/




Surviving Spouse Milestones Surviving Youth Milestones
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Are You eligible to file for benefits based on Presumptive Exposure?

Were you exposed to hazardous materials while serving in the military, such as from Agent Or-
ange or burn pits? Did you serve in Vietnam, Thailand or Southwest Asia? If so, you may be eligible to

file for service-connected benefits based on presumptive exposure.

Over the course of the last six months, VA has begun processing service-connected disability claims for

six new presumptive conditions related to exposure to hazardous materials.

In May 2021, VA started implementing provisions of the William M. Thornberry National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (NDAA), adding bladder cancer, hypothyroidism and Parkinsonism
to the list of medical conditions presumptively associated with exposure to Agent Orange. A few
months later, VA added asthma, rhinitis and sinusitis (to include rhinosinusitis) on a presumptive basis

based on particulate matter exposures during military service in Southwest Asia and certain other areas.

Any Veteran who was previously denied service-connection for any of these six conditions but had
symptoms manifest within 10 years of military service would need to file another claim. Be sure to
use VA Form 20-0995, “Decision Review Request: Supplemental Claim” when filing. The claim form
should include the name of the medical condition and also specify that the medical condition is being

claimed due to in-service exposure to environmental hazards.

VA is committed to assisting Veterans who may have been exposed to hazardous materials during their

military service.

Be sure to stay plugged in to www.va.gov for the most recent developments around environmental haz-
ards; VA is constantly conducting research and surveillance, as well as reviewing scientific literature for

conditions that may be related to exposure during military service.

If you feel you have a chronic condition attributed to an in-service exposure, we highly encourage you
to file a claim. For more in-
formation about VA benefits
and eligibility, or how to file a
claim, Veterans and survivors
can visit VA’s website

at www.va.gov or call toll-

free at 1-800-827-1000.

Vietnam War Vets in the
Korean DMZ
Can Get Agent Orange
== Presumptive Ratings

&
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The [re Watch is Northeast Florida’s fight to end veteran suicide. Over
6,000 U.S. military veterans die by suicide each year, including 500 an-

nually here in Florida. But suicide is preventable. And everyone can
help. Jaimn us as 2 Watch Stander taday. Learn how to identify the risk
signs of veterans in crisis and to direct them to the help they need.

3 minutes to enroll. 30 minutes to train. A lifetime of saving lives.
Visit: www.thefirewatch.org/watch-standers to learn more.

Thanks!
Nick Howland

Executive Director, The Fire Watch
www.thefirewatch.org

904.525.1761
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Vietnam Veterans of America

If you are aVietnam Era Veteran and live in one of

these counties, please contact the President for in-

formation as to how to join

Chapter/President/email/Location

1046 Tommy Tittle twt1968(@att.net

1048 Bob Adkins adk123robert@outlook.com

1059 DaveTreffinger dtreffinger433(@msn.com

1084 Bill Jefferson bill_jefferson@comcast.net

1088 Roy (Corky) Rudd corkstopper50@yahoo.com; Nassau
1092 Forest Hope foresthope(@usa.net; Gainesville
1134 Marvin Lagle mdlagle@gmail.com; Baker

Veterans Council of Clay

County:

President: Ansil Lewis

Meeting day is the same, first
REMEMBER WHAT OUR MEDAL STANDS FOR: Wednesday of the month, but

the location is changed to Clay
RED: REPRESENTS THE THREE ANCIENT

VIETNAMESE EMPIRES OF TONKIN,
PASRUAINS SRR room, 477 Houston St., Green
YELLOW:  THE IMPERIAL COLOR OF VIET NAM. Cove Springs, FL 32043,

GREEN: SURROUNDED BY EXPANSIVE JUNGLE. Meeting start at 11 a.m.
TED PIECKO, The NAM.

County Administration Build-

ing, 1st floor conference
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The Veterans Council of St. Johns County, Inc.
is a 501 C3 Not-For-Profit Florida Corporation.

X The Veterans Council of St. Johns County is comprised of
RO ' representatives from various veterans' organizations that work

with city and county governments and organizations to assist
ith matters concerning veterans and veterans’ activities.

What the Council has done:
* The Veterans Treatment Court
» \Wreaths Across America
* Homeless Veterans Standdown

* \eterans Day Parade
¢ \/ets 4 Vets
And so much more...
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FLORIDA VETERANS

R i
Jacksanville Area Legal Ald
St. Johns County Legal Ald
Clay County Legal Ald

The Florlda Vetarans Legal Helpline is a

project of the Majar General Ernast A, and
Marltyn Bedke Voterans Law Center at Bay Area
Legal Services, Inc. The helpline s a free service
for eligible Flarida veterans and their family
members,

When you call, you will speak to a scresner who We Can H Elp With

will determine your eligibility and set your Landlord-Tenant Matters
appelntment with an atiormey. «  Consumer Credit lssues

[= e Foraclosune

1.866.486.6161 Divorce + Child Support

Drlvers Licenses/ID cards
Saclal Security + Public Benefits

Discharge Upgrades
Call Today! VA Benefits

Hours: Monday — Friday And Other Civil Legal Matters
9 AM to 4:30 PM (Mo Criminal or Traffic Matters)

FDVA

Supported by the:

Become a Watch Stander with The Fire
Watch




CLAY COUNTY

President: Ansil Lewis, SgtMaj USMC, ret

Meetings :

First Wednesday of each month

Location:

American Legion Post 250
2608 Black Creek Rd
Middleburg, FL 32068

Time: 1100 (11am)
904-658-0105

NASSAU COUNTY
President: Mike Doran

Meetings:
First Thursday of each month
Location:

American Legion Post 54
626 South 3rd St
Fernandina Beach fit 32034

Time: 1900 (7pm)

Veterans Councils of Northeast Florida

BAKER COUNTY

President: Larry Porterfield
Meetings:

Second Thursday of each month
Location:

MacClenny Primitive Baptist Church
Fellowship Hall on North Boulevard

Time : 1800 (6pm)

DUVAL COUNTY

President
Meetings:
Third Tuesday of each month
Location:

American Legion Post 37
Main Building

San Juan Avenue

Time: 1900 (7 pm)

St. Johns County
President: Bill Dudley

Meetings:
Last Thursday of each month
Location:

Health & Human Services building
Muscovy room, 1st floor

200 San Sebastian View, St. Augustine

Time: 1900 (7pm)
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The Veterans Council of St. Johns County is proud to
announce that it has modernized its website and created
a Facebook page.

We are inviting all veterans to visit our website at:
NEW http://www.veteranscouncilsjc.orq
The Veterans Council will post items of interest to
all veterans, post pictures, articles, flyers, events,
etc. We will post our meetings dates and keep
you informed about events at the Jacksonville
and St. Augustine National Cemeteries.

Please join our group on Facebook at:
http://veteranscouncilsjc.orqg

Please select Join the Group to become a member

Once you have joined the Veterans Council Facebook group you
will be able to post your meetings, pictures, articles, fund raisers,
etc. It will be your common site to go to and see what’s happening.

The website and Facebook page were updated and created so
that there would be a central place to list all veterans activities in
NE FL.

You may have noticed the Veterans Council’s new logo, it was
created by Roy Havekost.
He can be contacted at webmaster@veteranscouncilsjc.org
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Veterans Council of St. Johns County,
“Helping All Veterans”

The Veterans Council of St. Johns County welcomes
article submissions from all County Veterans &
organizations. Articles should be of interest to all and
veterans related. Submissions may be edited &/or
shortened and used if space permits.

Send to: rothfeldm@gmail.com

The Veterans Council of St. Johns County, Inc. is a
Not For Profit Florida Corporation.

Our formation date was July 4, 2001 in a proclamation
issued by the St. Johns County Commissioners. It is
composed of representatives of the various veterans'
organizations within St. Johns County.

The Veteran's Council will work with city and county
governments and other local organizations to achieve
the mutual goal to provide a central agency to assist in
the coordination and presentation of matters concerning
veterans and veterans activities in St. Johns County.

The Veteran's Council will endeavor to precipitate, stim-
ulate and assist various organizations as they perform
patriotic events. One of the major purposes is the pro-
motion and education of national patriotic matters.

The St. Johns County Veterans Council meets the
last Thursday of the month at 7 pm.

The Veterans Council will meet at the Coun-
ty Health & Human Services Building,
200 San Sebastian View
Auditorium, 1st floor

Veterans Service Office
200 San Sebastian View, Suite 1400
St. Augustine, FL 32084

(physical location)
The VSO Office is located in the St. Johns County Health and
Human Services Building.
The office is open from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. daily,
Monday through Friday excluding holidays.

Service is by appointment.
Phone: 904-209-6160 Fax: 904-209-6161

Joseph D. McDermott Director
Lori Chapman Assistant VSO
Shauna Holton Assistant VSO
Jonathan Rojas Assistant VSO
April Manner Administrative Coordinator

The views expressed in The Patriot Reader Newsletter articles, submissions and spotlights

are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the views of the Veterans Council of

St. Johns County or the editors of The Patriot Reader. It is the purpose of this periodical to

share a variety of information that pertain to local veterans and their organizations.
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