
  

many colored lights. A ladies 

ministry from Anastasia Bap-

tist Church are also doing 

Christmas stockings for our 

veterans housed at the Vil-

lage and will be passing those 

out the day of the lighting 

event.  

Again, thanks to a sizeable 

donation from our Commu-

nity Partner FPL, and anoth-

er veteran donor, we now 

have the funds available to 

purchase and  install our 3 

flagpoles out front. We are 

very anxious to give our Vet-

eran Village it’s identity with 

our American and POW-

MIA flag being prominently 

displayed. The Marine Corp 

Leaue has generously donat-

ed the service branch flags 

that will be displayed on the 

motel columns.  

Don’t forget to join us on 

Nov. 11 at Anastasia Baptist 

Church for our Veterans Day 

Program. 

Thank you for your service.  

Bill Dudley  Chairman 

 

  
Fellow Veterans,  

We are nearing our No-

vember 11 date where we 

celebrate and pay honor to 

all our veterans. It’s a very 

special day that has tremen-

dous meaning for all those 

who have worn the cloth of 

this nation. A time for 

those of us who have served 

in uniform to reflect on 

what our time in service 

meant to us…a time for 

those who have not served 

to express their heartfelt 

gratitude for those who 

have. Our Veterans Day 

Program committee has put 

together another outstand-

ing event for this year. Our 

theme is the Gulf War- De-

sert Shield-Desert Storm.   

As we always do, we will 

be honoring all veterans on 

this day for their service but 

mindful of those who 

served during the Gulf War 

in a harsh environment  

called the sandbox. We are 

very excited about having 

on the program this year,  

nationally acclaimed LCdr. 

Vann Morriss, USN (ret) . 

Commander Morris will be 

doing his rendition of “Old 

Glory and 21 Gun Salute””  

You don’t want to miss this. 

Also, for the first time, we 

will be live streaming this 

part of the program to our 

local schools and 300 students 

at an elementary school in 

Columbia,S.C.  This promis-

es to be our best program 

yet, so bring your family and 

friends and come help us hon-

or all our veterans on this 

special day.  

Progress is being made at our 

new Veterans Village facility. 

We have recently met with 

several contractors to deter-

mine a scope of work for re-

pairs needed at the Village. 

The major item needing re-

placement is a very old 

plumbing system that is bare-

ly functional most of the 

time. This will be a priority. 

Also, we were notified last 

week that FPL has selected 

Veterans Village for this years 

Holiday Lighting program. 

We are very excited about 

being selected for this festive 

display  to help boost the 

spirits of our veterans during 

the holiday season. FPL will 

also be placing a large Christ-

mas tree on the front of the 

property near the location of 

the fountain and lighted with 
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The Veterans Council of St. Johns County meets on the last 

Thursday of the month, all are invited to attend.  We meet 

at the County Health &    Human Services Building, 200 

San   Sebastian View, at 7 pm in the Muscovy room.     

                   
    Upcoming Speakers       

October 31 

Susan Nist, Location Coordinator, Support Committee 

Jackson National Cemetery and 

John Rundgren,  Clerk of the Court Designee 

November 21 

Michael Mitchell, Director of Military & Veterans Resource Center,             

Jacksonville University   and 

Steve Muskett, Special Forces Assoc. 88 Jax 

December 19, 2024 

Stephen Hudson, Founder, Exec Director,  AI Ready Veteran 

Robert Speta, US Navy Veteran, First Coast News Meteorologist 

January 30, 2025 

Katie Eller, Director of Development, HorsePlay Therapy Center 

Alison Simpson, Historian · State of Florida, Department of Military Affairs  

February 27, 2025 

Maggie Beckerman, VP/Trainer, K9Line, Inc. 

Dr George Ann Rice, Patriots to Education, Zoom presentation 

March 27 

Matt Mildorf,  Outreach Recruiting Mgr, Warrior Scholar  
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The Veterans Council Congratulates its Chairman, William 

Dudley for receiving the City of St Augustine's Highest Honor, 

the Order of La Florida Award. 

City to recognize William "Bill" Dudley with Order of             

La Florida Award 

Presentation ceremony was held on Monday, September 9 

On Monday, September 9, at 4:30pm in The Alcazar Room of 

City Hall, the City of St. Augustine City Commission recog-

nized William "Bill" Dudley, presenting him with the city’s 

highest honor, the Order of La Florida Award, for his selfless 

devotion of his time and talent to the welfare and betterment 

of our citizens, and his extraordinary service to our communi-

ty. 

City to recognize William "Bill" Dudley with Order of La Flor-

ida Award 

Bill Dudley 

Nominated by Mayor Nancy Sikes-Kline, Dudley exemplifies 

the qualifications of being nominated for the award, unselfish-

ly devoting himself, his time, and his talent to the welfare and 

betterment of our citizens and contributing extraordinary ser-

vices to this community, in particular his work with the mili-

tary and our veterans.   

Dudley joined the U.S. Air Force in January 1955, flying and in-

structing in various types of military aircraft and deploying 
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during the Berlin Crisis and the Cuban Missile Crisis.  After 10 

years of active duty, he transferred to the USAF Reserves, retir-

ing at the rank of Lt. Colonel.  Dudley held executive-level 

management positions for several major domestic and interna-

tional airlines before running an aerospace consulting busi-

ness. 

Since he fully retired in 2005, Dudley has served our local com-

munity, our veterans in particular, in many ways – as the Na-

tional Director of the U.S. Navy League, the President of the 

Veterans Council of St. Johns County, and in various voluntary 

leadership roles with the National Cemetery, community veter-

ans organizations, Flagler Health’s Continuum of Care, Home 

Again St. Johns, Veterans Treatment Court Advisory Board, and 

more. 

The City of St. Augustine established The Order of La Florida 

Award in 1975, so that the City Commission, on behalf of the 

people of St. Augustine might recognize one who, “…over a 

long period of time has unselfishly devoted his or her time and 

talent to the welfare and betterment of St. Augustine’s citizens 

and heritage, who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-

zenship, and has contributed extraordinary services to the 

community.”  Recipients must be 55 years of age and there may 

not be more than 10 living recipients at any one time.  A nomi-

nation originates with a member of the city commission and is 

presented to the city manager who then puts it before the en-

tire commission for confirmation. 



5 



6 

 

Veterans Council Chairman Bill Dudley Honored 

Longtime veterans' advocate Bill Dudley was honored with St. 

Augustine’s most prestigious award: the Order of La Florida. 

The award honors people over 55 for service to 

the community. Dudley, himself a veteran, serves as the chair-

man of St. Johns County's Veterans Council. He was instrumen-

tal in establishing the county’s Veterans Treatment Court and 

aids a number of other veterans' groups and causes. Dudley 

is only the 25th person St. Augustine has recognized with the 

Order of La Florida since its creation in 1975; it's capped at on-

ly 10 living recipients at a given moment. 
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 There were no Veterans Council 

Minutes for September because 

the meeting was canceled due to 

Hurricane Helene.  
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Please share this Press Release with all your organizations, 

friends and Facebook Groups  

PRESS RELEASE 

  Honoring our Veterans 

Veterans Day in St. Augustine, Monday November 11, at Anasta-

sia Baptist Church, 1650 A1A S, join us as we all celebrate and 

honor our veterans. 

Hosted by the Veterans Council of St. Johns County along with 

the Military Officers Association of America, Ancient City 

Chapter. 

The Atrium doors open at 9am. On display in the Atrium will 

be the Traveling Vietnam and War on Terror Walls, and over 40 

display tables from local Not for Profits, Military Groups, with 

military displays. 

The Veterans Day Ceremony will start promptly at 11:00 am. 

The Keynote speaker is Robert A. Hardwick, Sheriff, St. Johns 

County, an Operation Desert Storm and Iraqi Freedom veteran.  

This year we feature Nationally Acclaimed Vann Morris per-

forming “Old Glory”. 

Patriotic entertainment by the St. Augustine High School Cho-

rale, participation by local JROTC’s and Sea Cadets. 

This is a free event with plenty of onsite free parking. 

Questions: rothfeldm@gmail.com 

mailto:rothfeldm@gmail.com
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The details for an escort for the traveling Vietnam Wall and GWOT wall are as follows: 

Sunday Nov. 10, 

Depart: 12 Noon:  Harley Davidson facility in Ormond Bch 

Arrive: 1:00-1:30 PM:  Elks Lodge, Anastasia Blvd. St. Aug 

Pizza / beverage will be served to entire escort party at Elks Lodge 

We Appreciate SJSO making all arrangements with VCSO and FCSO for escorts 
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This Edition of the Patriot Reader is dedicated to the 

many veterans both living and deceased I have met over 

the years I have been in Florida. 

I apologize if I don’t have a picture of you in uniform as I 

have used only veterans I know who have served this fine 

country and have given me their pictures. 
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Medal of Honor recipient 

Thomas Noonan, US marine Corps 

Vietnam Veteran 
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From local Vietnam Veteran Frank Paco Arce 

HOW DO I BEGIN TO THANK THE FIRST COAST HONOR FLIGHT FOR 

THIS UNFORGETTABLE DAY. BEING A VIETNAM VETERAN WITH MY 

BROTHER USAF, Victor Jr Arce, 2 TOURS AND HAD NOT RECEIVED THE 

WELCOME WE DESERVERED 57 YEARS AGO, TODAY I AND 21 OTHER 

HEROES RECEIVED A BLESSED WELCOME HOME FROM THOUSANDS 

OF STRANGERS. WE WERE TAKEN CARE OF BY YOUR STAFF HERE IN 

JACKSONVILLE AND ALSO IN DC, LIKE THE KIDS WE WERE 60 + YEARS 

AGO AND I SAW A NAVY FEMALE CORPMAN TREAT THE WW II VET 

THAT SAT NEXT TO ME ON THE PLANE. I WILL CARRY THIS TRIP INTO 

MY NEXT LIFE AND I'M PLANNING TO HAVE AN ALL-FLAGLER COUN-

TY, VETERANS FLIGHT. THANK YOU AGAIN AND GOD BLESS ALL THOSE 

THAT HELPED IN ANY WAY TO PUT A SMILE AND A TEAR INTO 22 VET-

ERANS LIFE ! 
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 From Rick McAllister 

The Honor Guard from VFW Post 2391 did a cookout for the vets at 

the new Veteran’s Village on Anastasia Island. Burgers, hot dogs, baked 

beans, coleslaw, chips, and home made key lime pie along with a good 

dose of brotherhood brought some sunshine on an overcast evening. 

We’ll be back. 



15 

 The Veterans Council visited Silver Creek Retire-

ment Community in St. Augustine and invited all 

Silver Creek veterans and their wives to a com-

plimentary lunch catered by our good friend 

Matt Sylvester at Carrabba’s. 

The meal was attended by nearly 20 veterans ranging from 

WW 2 to Vietnam.  Many stories were told about the veter-

ans time in service and a good time was had by all. 

Attending the lunch from the Veterans Council was Chair-

man Bill Dudley, Vice Chairman Ron Birchall and Secretary 

Michael Rothfeld. 

After everyone finished their delicious meal, Chairman 

Dudley presented all the veterans with the Council’s Chal-

lenge coin,  briefly discussed the Council’s very successful 

programs and spoke about the county veterans service of-

fice and if needed, how to contact them for assistance. 
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From the Desk of Chief Brannon: Flagler County Veterans Day Parade Announces 2024 Grand Marshal 

BUNNELL, Fla. – We are thrilled to announce this year’s Grand Marshal is Commissioner Randy 

Stapleford, Captain, US Navy (Ret.), a decorated veteran with over 31 years of active-duty service to 

our nation. 

Capt. Randall Stapleford 

2024 Grand Marshal: Captain Randy Stapleford, US Navy (Ret.)  

Captain Stapleford served with distinction during a remarkable military career, accumulating: 

– 13 years of sea duty 

– Over 7,000 flight hours 

– More than 725 carrier arrested landings 

Throughout his Navy tenure, he held several critical leadership positions, including: 

– Commander of an aviation squadron 

– Nuclear Advisor to the Commander-in-Chief 

– Naval Attaché to the U.S. Embassy in Ottawa, Canada 

– Director of the Naval War College’s International Naval Staff College 

– Commanding Officer and Professor of Naval Sciences at Carnegie Mellon University 

Following his honorable retirement, Captain Stapleford continued serving his country through the U.S. Department of State, 

where he was the Iraq Country Coordinator for Antiterrorism Assistance under Secretary Condoleezza Rice. He also expanded 

his role as Country Coordinator for the Republic of the Philippines, where he collaborated with the President of the Philippines to 

establish the nation’s first National-level Antiterrorism Assistance Task Force. 

In addition to his international service, Captain Stapleford remained dedicated to public service at home. He served as Military 

and Veterans Affairs aide to three U.S. Congressmen: Jason Altmire, Ron DeSantis, and currently Michael Waltz. Locally, he 

plays an integral role as a member of the Flagler County Veterans Advisory Council, working closely with veterans’ organizations 

to ensure they receive the resources and support they deserve. 

In 2021, Governor Ron DeSantis appointed him to serve as the Flagler County Commissioner for the Florida Inland Navigation 

District (FIND). Through this role, Captain Stapleford helped secure over $1.1 million in waterway grants for Flagler County and 

its cities. 

Captain Stapleford holds a Master’s degree in National Security & Strategic Studies and a Master’s in Business Management. A 

lifetime advocate for veterans, he is actively involved in organizations such as Disabled American Veterans, Vietnam Veterans of 

America, the American Legion, and the Military Officers Association of America. 

In 2023, Captain Stapleford was honored as the Veteran of the Year. He and his wife, Rhonda, are proud parents of two daugh-

ters, Heather and Allison, and recently welcomed their grandson, Benjamin Randall, into the family. 

Please join us in welcoming Commissioner Randy Stapleford, Captain, US Navy (Ret.), as your Grand Marshal for the 2024 Flag-

ler Veteran’s Day Parade! 
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From Robert Adelhelm,  LTCOL USMC, Ret  

Still working with incarcerated Veterans...VVA 

Chapter 1080 at Raiford Prison...Got them making 

cremation urns for Veterans. They have done a great 

job ensuring fellow Veterans have a proper and dig-

nified burial.  
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K9s for Warriors planning Ponte Vedra expansion 

The nonprofit intends to add a veterinarian clinic for its service dogs. 

By J. Brooks Terry  

Military service dog trainer and provider K9s for Warriors wants to expand its Ponte Vedra “mega kennel” 

location.  

The St. Johns River Water Management District and St. Johns County are reviewing plans for the project. 

K9s for Warriors is planning to add a 4,300-square-foot military veterinarian clinic for its service dogs at 

70 Warrior Way between U.S. 1 and Nocatee Parkway in Ponte Vedra. 

It is proposed to be a 4,300-square-foot military veterinarian clinic for its service dogs at 70 Warrior Way 

between U.S. 1 and Nocatee Parkway. The site plans show 23 parking spaces. 

K9s for Warriors, through K9s for Warriors Inc., owns the land. CHW Professional Consultants of Ala-

chua is the civil engineer. Gainesville-based Walker Architects is the architect. 

According to k9sforwarriors.org, Shari Duval founded K9s for Warriors in 2011 to train and pair service 

dogs with veterans with military-related traumas. Duval’s son Brett was a civilian K9 bomb dog handler 

who returned from Iraq with post-traumatic stress disorder. 

K9s for Warriors is planning to add a 4,300-square-foot veterinarian clinic at its Ponte Vedra location for 

its service dogs. 

“Doctors couldn’t help her son, but she found that a Service Dog could. Shari found a new mission in life: 

to put all her time and resources into helping restore her son’s life and the lives of returning combat Vet-

erans through the use of Service Dogs,” according to the website. 

It says K9s for Warriors has paired 1,000 veterans with service dogs. 

K9s for Warriors is a 501(c)(3) organization. In addition to the Ponte Vedra location, it has two facilities in 

San Antonio, Texas. 
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 ‘A friend to us all’: Local D-Day vet-

eran who shared story of service, 

survival dies at 99 

ST. JOHNS COUNTY, Fla. – Herbert 

Griffin, the local D-Day veteran who shared his story of service and sur-

vival with News4JAX and other media outlets died Wednesday, according 

to Doug Myers, president of Jax Home Health, Inc. 

Griffin was 99 years old. 

In an email to News4JAX Wednesday morning, Myers wrote: “He was not 

only a true American hero, but a friend to us all. He will be missed!” 

News4JAX spoke to Griffin a number of times, most recently ahead of 

Veterans Day in 2021. During that interview, Griffin shared how he was 

18 years old on June 6, 1944, the invasion of Normandy. 

“They didn’t tell us nothing about the invasion, not a thing,” Griffin said. 

“They kept us in the dark.” 

During his interview with News4JAX, Griffin vividly recalled landing at 

Utah Beach. He shared how he and his fellow soldiers of the 79th Infantry 

Division could hear the gunfire, knowing they would soon be exposed to 

the Nazis. 

“There in the bunkers, they had machine guns and mortars and all that. 

So, we had no protection,” Griffin recalled vividly. “The sergeant said, 

‘Get off the beach! Get off the beach!’” 
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Griffin said the enemy fired over their heads, leaving him wondering if 

he’d make it out alive. At one point during the fighting, Griffin suffered a 

devasting injury, one that nearly cost him his arm. He was in and out of 

hospitals overseas and in the U.S. for a year before he was discharged 

from Waco, Texas. The trauma stayed with him for the remaining years of 

his life. 

“I have nightmares sometimes about what happened, and I wake up in a 

real bad sweat,” Griffin said. “I’ve tried to overcome that.” 

Griffin earned several medals, including a Bronze Star and a Purple 

Heart for the severe injury he suffered. 

“All of that wasn’t in vain, it was worthwhile,” Griffin said. “I love my 

country, and I’d go back today if I could.” 

Griffin got that chance in 2014. The St. Johns County Fire Department 

gifted him the trip of a lifetime. They sent him back to Normandy for 

the 70th anniversary of D-Day. His brother, a fellow veteran, went with 

him. 

“I enjoyed the second time much more than the first time,” Griffin said. 

“It’s something I’ll never forget.” 

News4JAX is not currently aware of any plans for Griffin’s funeral. 

Ashley Harding,News4Jax 
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Submitted by Ray Pascuzzi, Secretary 

VVA 1084   

  ·  
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A Navy veteran went from making six figures to being homeless.         

A Jacksonville nonprofit helped him find a new home 

Patriot Spring on Market will bring 17 affordable homes to Springfield by 2025 

 JACKSONVILLE, Fla. – A Navy veteran who went from making six figures to being home-

less for nine years finally has a new home thanks to a Jacksonville nonprofit. 

The nonprofit plans to create 17 safe, clean, and affordable homes in the historic Springfield 

neighborhood. It already started the restoration process at the 100-year-old Lauderdale 

Apartment Buildings. 

But just across the Mathews Bridge at Patriot Plaza in Arlington sits the nonprofit’s first Jack-

sonville property. 

Derrick Wilkes said he went from the Navy to a banking executive making over $100,000, 

to divorced and homeless for nine years with a brief prison stint in between. 

He’s said he’s still getting used to his new home. 

“Oh man, Friday, when I got the keys and...I was sitting here, and I kept looking around and, 

you know I sat there for a little, and I just couldn’t believe it,” Wilkes said.  

Wilkes said he wouldn’t be in his home without the help of Patriot Services Group. He con-

tacted them on Wednesday and got his keys by Friday. 

“This is something I never thought would happen to me,” Wilkes said. “I had a 5,000 square 

foot house at the intercoastal with the boat dock, and I was making six figures and just to 

lose all that.” 

Paul Anderson, the Executive Director of Patriot Services Group said a lot of empathy goes 

into the work they do. 

“We hear a Derrick story, I will say, hundreds of times a year. I was stable. One bad thing 

happened to me in my life and led me down this path, and trying to get out of it is hard,” An-

derson said. “And if you‘re homeless, it‘s almost impossible. So what we do is we provide 

the landing pad, and even if this is your temporary home or your forever home, we provide 

the resources that they need or will link them to the resources.” 
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But there’s more work to be done. 

The nonprofit’s newest $2.8 million project, Patriot Spring on Market, will bring nearly 20 

more affordable homes to the community by 2025. 

Patriot Spring on Market (Copyright 2024 by WJXT News4JAX - All rights reserved.) 

It will operate similarly to where Wilkes lives in Patriot Plaza. 

You don‘t have to be a U.S. veteran to apply. You just have to make 30% of the area’s median 

income to be approved. 

“We‘ve gone all the way to the level of asbestos removal...but we‘re starting construction 

this week, and we are proud to launch this program that we’re going to be having here,” An-

derson said. 

He said in a lot of cases, their properties are some of the last affordable housing options 

available to people at risk of homelessness. 

“It‘s providing housing to people that may not qualify for a normal landlord,” Anderson said. 

“They may have a charge from seven years ago, but yet it’s showing on their record they’ve 

been a good member of the community, we look past that.” 

Wilkes said Patriot Services Group went the extra mile. 

WJXT News4JAX -  Tiffany Salameh 
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U.S. Marine Captain Ron Forrester laid to rest after 50 years 

Captain Ron Forrester finally laid to rest at National Cemetery 

By Isabella Garriga 

ODESSA, Texas (KOSA) - After more than 50 years of un-

certainty, U.S. Marine Corps Captain Ron Forrester, 

who had been missing in action since the Vietnam War, 

was finally laid to rest at Arlington National Cemetery 

on Monday (10/7/24). His long-awaited homecoming 

brought both peace and pain to his family, marking the end of an 

emotional chapter that had remained open for decades. 

Forrester’s daughter, Karoni Forrester, spoke about the significance 

of the moment. “I don’t know that there is such a thing as closure be-

cause the loss continues, but that torment that comes with not 

knowing what happened to him has gone, and I’m grateful for that. 

So grateful,” she said. 

Captain Forrester, originally from Odessa, Texas, was piloting an A-

6A Intruder aircraft on a nighttime combat mission over northern 

Vietnam in 1972. Accompanied by co-pilot Captain Ralph Jim Chip-

man, the plane vanished without a trace. Despite search efforts, the 

U.S. military declared both men killed in action in 1978, six years af-

ter their disappearance. 

For decades, their whereabouts remained a mystery. It wasn’t until 

2023 that the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency made a break-

through, identifying Captain Forrester’s remains through DNA test-

ing and a gas card found at the crash site. Captain Chipman’s remains 

had been identified earlier, and he was laid to rest in Utah on Veter 



27 

 

ans Day 2023. 

Karoni Forrester expressed gratitude to the team that worked tire-

lessly to recover her father’s remains, acknowledging the immense 

effort that went into the discovery. “This team of people was work-

ing in 120-130 degree temperatures, digging in a rice paddy. It was 

such a gift for me to meet them, hug them, and thank them for 

changing my life and my family’s life,” she said. 

Now, after 331 days since his remains were identified, Captain Ron 

Forrester was laid to rest at Arlington National Cemetery alongside 

other American heroes. Karoni shared her pride in seeing her father 

honored in this way. 

“For him to be laid to rest with all those heroes really represents the 

cost of freedom. It’s incredible to know that he’s there, and that’s 

very much where he belongs.” 

Karoni Forrester, Daughter of Captain Ron Forrester 

Despite the relief of finding peace for her own family, Karoni For-

rester is mindful of the many families still awaiting answers. There 

are still 1,574 service members listed as missing from the Vietnam 

War. Karoni hopes the work of the Defense POW/MIA Accounting 

Agency will continue, so more families can find the peace her family 

now has. 

Captain Forrester’s legacy, she hopes, will live on and inspire others 

for years to come. 
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Popular kiosks returned to VA Clinics 

WASHINGTON — The freestanding kiosks that veterans used to submit travel expenses for 

medical care at Department of Veterans Affairs clinics and hospitals have returned a year af-

ter the VA closed them nationwide for an online system plagued with problems.  

More than 750 kiosks are being reactivated at VA clinics and hospitals, with plans to add 

dozens more at VA facilities across the country, according to the agency. The VA will again 

accept mail-in paper forms for remittance of travel costs.  

The popular claims reimbursement program paid out $1.3 billion in 2022 to cover fuel 

costs, tolls, parking and in some cases airfare that veterans incur commuting to medical ap-

pointments, the VA said. But problems with a new online system that replaced the kiosks 

confused and frustrated veterans, according to lawmakers and veterans.  

“Personally, I feel the VA wanted to make the [online] reimbursement process more difficult 

to discourage veterans from using it,” said Marine Corps veteran David Seward, 53, who 

drives 30 minutes to the Pittsburgh VA Medical Center for medical care. “In my view, [the 

VA] made everything burdensome for the veteran to avoid spending more money.” Jon Ret-

zer, assistant national legislative director of Disabled American Veterans, said his organiza-

tion has urged the VA to make the online process easier for veterans but also to continue 

providing the service at kiosks and by postal service.  

Veterans are reimbursed for their travel expenses to doctor’s appointments for treatment of 

service-connected injuries and illnesses. Veterans traveling for a compensation or pension 

exam also can submit their travel costs. In November 2020, the VA began phasing out the 

kiosks as it introduced the online program called the Beneficiary Travel Self Service System. 

“We have heard feedback from many veterans who prefer the kiosks, and we are exploring 

ways that we can meet these specific veteran needs,” said Terrence Hayes, the VA press secre-

tary. The inspector general review faulted the VA for not soliciting veteran feedback as it in-

troduced the new system or providing training to veterans on how to enter claims correctly. 
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Andersonvolle National Historic Site  

 
 On October 16, 1970, Public Law 91-465, also known as the Andersonville Na-

tional Historic Site Authorization Act, authorized the establishment of Andersonville 

National Historic Site. The legislation's purpose was to: 

· Provide an understanding of the overall prisoner of war story of the Civil War, 

· Interpret the role of prisoner of war camps in history, 

· Commemorate the sacrifice of Americans who lost their lives in such camps, 

· Preserve the monuments located therein. 

Today, Andersonville National Historic Site includes the National Prisoner of War 

Museum, the Historic Prison Site, and Andersonville National Cemetery and has 

seen over 7 million visitors. 

The Andersonville National Historic Site, located near Andersonville, Georgia, pre-

serves the former Andersonville Prison (also known as Camp Sumter), a Confeder-

ate prisoner-of-war camp during the final fourteen months of the American Civil 

War. Most of the site lies in southwestern Macon County, adjacent to the east side 

of the town of Andersonville. The site also contains the Andersonville National 

Cemetery and the National Prisoner of War Museum. The prison was created in 

February 1864 and served until April 1865. 

The site was commanded by Captain Henry Wirz, who was tried and executed af-

ter the war for war crimes. The prison was overcrowded to four times its capacity, 

and had an inadequate water supply, inadequate food, and unsanitary conditions. 

Of the approximately 45,000 Union prisoners held at Camp Sumter during the war, 

nearly 13,000 (28%) died. The chief causes of death were scurvy, diarrhea, and 

dysentery. 
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The National Museum of the US Navy  

WASHINGTON — A new national museum for the U.S. Navy is planned for out-

side the historic Washington Navy Yard to give the public unfettered access to the 

sea service’s history. The museum will be built at Tingey Street and M Street near 

the Washington Nationals baseball stadium, the Navy announced in a ceremony 

Friday at the new site. The museum is meant to replace the existing Navy National 

Museum located on base at the Navy Yard, which is largely off limits to the general 

public. “The new National Museum of the U.S. Navy will provide a dramatically 

improved opportunity for the American public to be inspired by the long history 

of valor and sacrifice of American sailors in the defense of our country, and to 

learn the vital importance of sea power to our way of life,” said retired Rear Adm. 

Samuel J. Cox, director of the Naval History and Heritage Command. “It will 

showcase not only the legacy of the past but also the global operations of the Navy 

today, upholding the freedom of the seas, upon which our freedom depends.”  

The Navy evaluated 18 cities and 42 sites as candidates for a new location of the 

national museum, according to Kristina Higgins, spokeswoman for the Naval His-

tory and Heritage Command. The Washington site beat out locations in San Diego, 

New York, Chicago, Philadelphia, Boston and Norfolk. Each city was evaluated for 

attendance, market diversity, operating gap, cost per visitor, fundraising potential 

and capital costs.  

Estimates indicate the new National Museum of the U.S. Navy campus could at-

tract more than 1.5 million visitors annually, Higgins said. In May, the Navy signed 

a land-exchange agreement that paved the way for the location.  

The state-of-the-art facility is planned to expand beyond a traditional museum to a 

campus layout that combines the museum, a high-tech conference center and re-

tail space with dining options. The museum is intended to be a self-funded tourist 

destination that aims to intrigue, inform and inspire generations of visitors, ac-
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cording to the Naval History and Heritage Command. “The envisioned campus 

will serve as an educational, inspirational, cultural and ceremonial center for those 

serving in the Navy today. It would build public understanding of the Navy’s rich 

history and proud heritage, offer educational activities and programming, and act 

as a backdrop for notable career events for active, Reserve and retiring personnel,” 

Higgins said. 

 The construction of the museum is estimated to cost $250 million, with opportu-

nities for additional development that could total up to $500 million, she said. To 

raise funds for the new museum, the Navy has partnered with the Navy Museum 

Development Foundation, a nonprofit organization dedicated to preserving naval 

history. A law also provides the opportunity for Congress to match funds raised by 

a nonprofit foundation for the purpose of financing a national museum.  

The national museums of the Army, Marine Corps, and Air Force have all benefit-

ed from this statutory provision. The museum was first announced in 2020. The 

groundbreaking is planned for October 2025 coinciding with the Navy’s 250th 

birthday. It is projected to open by 2030. “This ceremony marks a significant step 

forward in our journey to reimagine the Navy Museum,” Navy Secretary Carlos 

Del Toro said. “This is a testament to our unwavering commitment to preserving 

and honoring the rich history of our Navy and to ensuring that its legacy continues 

to inspire and educate future generations.” 

CAITLYN BURCHETT Caitlyn Burchett covers defense news at the Pentagon. Before joining 

Stars and Stripes, she was the military 

reporter for The Virginian-Pilot in 

Norfolk, Va. She is based in Washington, 

D.C. 

Source - Stars and Stripes 
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Veterans Benefits Administration (VBA), U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs   ·  

Which National Park is your favorite to use your free Military Lifetime Pass? 

Don’t have one yet? Don’t miss out! Veterans, service members, dependents, and Gold 

Star families are eligible Learn more: https://www.nps.gov/planyourvisit/passes.htm... 
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From David “Flyboy” Shelton 

Fellow PGR,Below is an updated schedule for the Vietnam and War on Terrorism Walls. 

September will be a busy month, so any assistance you can provide would be greatly 
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Veterans Day Event in Clay County 

Join us at Oakleaf Community Park on Saturday, November 9, 2024, 

from 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM as we celebrate our veterans with a 5K race 

and a softball exhibition game! The event will include food trucks, a cere-

mony, organizations supporting veterans, and more. All ages are wel-

come. This event is a joint collaboration between Veterans Council Clay 

County Florida and the Clay County Board of County Commissioners. 

Everyone is welcome to participate in the 5K race. Veterans can sign up 

for the Veterans' Softball Exhibition Game from August 28 to October 13. 

Family and friends of veterans can register from October 14 to October 

25. To learn more and sign up, click here! https://

www.claycountygov.com/.../clay-county-veterans...  

mailto:https://www.claycountygov.com/.../clay-county-veterans...
mailto:https://www.claycountygov.com/.../clay-county-veterans...


39 



40 

 

  



41 



42 



43 

Form 180 to get DD214  
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Form 180 to get DD214 
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St. Johns County Parks and Recreation 

Come paddle down memory lane as we relive last Thursday's Veterans Kayaking at Trout 

Creek, where we rowed onto the St. Johns River to watch the sunset. 

Want to come along for real? Sign up for our newsletter to find out about future trips and 

other fun programs:  

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/vgkHwTm/SJCParksandRec 

mailto:https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/vgkHwTm/SJCParksandRec
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 Agent Orange Disbursement Map Vietnam 
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 National League of POW/MIA Families 

Hello everyone! 

The League is always seeking out photos of POW/MIA 

flags, monuments, Missing Man Honors Tables, POW/MIA 

empty chairs, etc. from your community to feature on our 

social media pages and website.  

Sharing with us is easy, just message your photos to our 

email - 

nationalleague@pow-miafamilies.org 

With your full name as well as a brief description of when & where the photo 

was taken. 

mailto:nationalleague@pow-miafamiles.org
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 I am sharing info and flyers for 2 of our different upcoming retreats that have openings: Military Support Retreat and Family 

& Friends of the Fallen Support Retreat. Each attached flyer has dates and locations for each retreat. 

Both retreats are not no cost to attend and hotel, meal, and activities are provided (we cannot assist with transportation) and 

are for adults only. Details below on each: 

Military Support Retreat: MSR is for the service member (any branch and any duty status) to attend WITH their primary 

adult support person (spouse, friend, partner,)  

MSR has 2 focuses: -Education through large and small group discussions led by subject matter experts. -Nature-based 

recreational activities focused on providing an opportunity for bonding, fun, and/or relaxation. 

Additionally, our Military Support Retreats provide: 

A supportive environment in which Veterans & the person attending with them can connect with their peers, gain critical 

coping skills & insights, and interact with subject matter experts and other participants who can relate, understand, and offer 

support. 

Many outdoor activities centered around nature-based recreation (I.E., Equine therapy, Marineland Aquarium visit with dol-

phin interaction, relaxation yoga class) 

Large and small group discussions led by expert facilitators about concepts of post-traumatic growth, communication skills, 

soul injury, & more. 

Peer support - “Soldiers saving Soldiers”         Methods that are supported by research 

Therapeutic discussions and/or activities, not “therapy”       -Details and application directly at: 

https://gratitudeamerica.org/retreats/ 

Family & Friends of the Fallen Support Retreat: 

-This retreat supports those who lost a loved one in service to our nation and is open to all adult family members and/or 

those adults significantly impacted by the loss of the service member. The death can be from all conflicts/eras, all branches of 

service, and all circumstance of death.  

-The retreat has a split focus on nature based recreation, creative arts, and interactive workshops and groups discussions with 

the goals of teaching supportive strategies & how to navigate challenges and to connect meaningfully with others at the re-

treat. 

-This experience is recommended for those 1 year or more away from their loss. 

-Details and application directly at:   https://gratitudeamerica.org/fallen/ 

The 2 flyers are on the next page. Please do not hesitate to reach me with questions, etc 

Thank you, Ashley 

Ashley Semerenko, LCSW 

GratitudeAmerica 

Director of Veteran Engagement 

GratitudeAmerica.org 

mailto:https://gratitudeamerica.org/retreats/
mailto:https://gratitudeamerica.org/fallen/
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How to report a Veteran’s death to VA 

 

The passing of a Veteran is a solemn time that deserves to be recognized and reported 

with the utmost respect. Veterans have served their country and worked hard for their 

well-deserved benefits. 

However, after a Veteran passes away, family members should report the death of the 

Veteran to VA as soon as possible to stop current benefits payments. If the death is not 

reported promptly, survivors or executors of the Veteran’s estate may have to repay any 

overpayments received. Payments the deceased Veteran received may include compen-

sation, pension, education or Veteran Readiness & Employment benefits. 

VA encourages loved ones of deceased Veterans to follow the guidance below on re-

porting Veteran deaths to avoid falling victim to benefit scams. 

How to report the death of a Veteran 

Calling is the fastest way to report a Veteran’s death so VA will stop benefit payments, 

but there are other options available for reporting. 

Options for reporting: 

By Phone: Call VA 800-827-1000 (TTY: 711) and select 5. Agents are available Monday 

through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. ET. 

In Person: Go to a VA regional office. Find the nearest VA regional office.  

By Mail: Department of Veterans Affairs Claims Intake Center, PO Box 4444, Ja-

nesville, WI 53547-4444. Include your relationship to the Veteran and any supporting 

documents that can help us verify the Veteran’s identity. Examples of supporting docu-

ments are: 

Death certificate or other public record of the Veteran’s death  

Discharge document (like a DD214) 



57 

 

If you report in person at a VA regional office or by mail, provide copies of:  

Death certificate or other public record of the Veteran’s death. 

Discharge document (like a DD214). 

Provide as much information about the Veteran as you can when you first report the 

notice of death to VA. This information will help VA verify the Veteran’s identity. This 

information includes:   

Full name. 

Social Security Number or VA claim number. 

Date of birth. 

Date of death. 

Branch of service. 

Best practices to avoid survivor benefit scams 

Save important files, such as the Veteran’s military service/treatment records, dis-

charge papers and copies of their VA claims. 

Go to the VA website. For guidance on creating an account and obtaining a VA security 

Personal Identification Number (PIN) to securely access benefit information. A VA Se-

curity PIN is an additional way to secure direct deposit accounts from theft and protect 

Personally Identifiable Information (PII). 

Never give out PII via text, and be cautious of suspicious hyperlinks or unfamiliar hy-

perlinks. 

If a survivor is missing a VA benefits payment, identifies a discrepancy in payments, or 

find suspicious activity with a direct deposit account, contact VA immediately at 800-

827-1000. 

Review all documents thoroughly. Survivors should never sign a blank form for some 
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one else to complete later. They should always review the completed form before sign-

ing and retain a copy of the completed form for their records. 

For protection against identity theft scams, notify the major credit bureaus (Equifax, 

Experian and TransUnion) to update the individual’s credit report with a deceased no-

tice and notify the Veteran’s financial institutions so all accounts can be closed or trans-

ferred appropriately. 

According to AARP, scammers also use names published in obituaries to pretend to 

be long lost relatives of the deceased. When it’s time to write your loved one’s obitu-

ary, consider leaving out the birthdate, middle name, home address, birthplace and 

mother’s maiden name. 

For other scams predators use, visit www.VA.GOV/VSAFE. 

VA is committed to delivering world-class care and benefits to Veterans and their de-

pendents by providing survivors with ongoing support and assistance. Check to see if 

you qualify for survivor benefits, such as health care coverage, Survivors’ and Depend-

ents’ Education Assistance Program, housing assistance, or even help with burial costs. 

For more guidance on how to report the death of a Veteran, submitting necessary docu-

mentation and finding additional resources available, visit VA Benefits For Spouses, De-

pendents, Survivors, And Family Caregivers | Veterans Affairs. 

To report a missing VA benefits payment, identify a discrepancy in payments, or find 

suspicious activity with a direct deposit account, contact VA immediately at 800-827-

1000. You may also file a complaint with the Federal Trade Commission if funeral 

homes charge to set up funeral honors or schedule a burial with VA’s National Ceme-

tery Administration by visiting reportfraud.ftc.gov. For other scams predators use, visit 

va.gov/vsafe. 

 

mailto:www.VA.GOV/VSAFE
mailto:va.gov/vsafe
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Burials and Memorials 

VA honors the service and sacrifice of Veterans and their family members. 

How to Apply 

To find out in advance if a Veteran or family member is eligible for burial in a 

VA national cemetery, click “Apply for Pre-Need Burial Eligibility” to fill out 

and submit the application. 

Apply for Pre-Need Burial Eligibility 

If pre-need eligibility has not been determined, upon the death of the Veteran 

or his or her spouse or dependent (also called the time of need), family mem-

bers should locate the Veteran’s DD-214 or other discharge papers if readily 

available and click “Schedule a Burial” to begin the process. Then make ar-

rangements with a funeral home, National Cemetery Scheduling Office, or di-

rectly with a VA national cemetery. 

 

VA Memorial Benefits 

VA takes special care to pay lasting tribute to the memory of Veterans who 

served and sacrificed and that of their families. VA meticulously maintains 155 

VA national cemeteries in 44 states and Puerto Rico and is working to increase 

access to accommodate Veterans and eligible family members close to home. 

Currently, more than 94 percent of Veterans have a burial option in an open VA, 

state or tribal veterans cemetery located within 75 miles of their home. 

Note that most if not all of these benefits may be provided for Veterans who are 

interred in a State, Territorial or Tribal Veterans cemetery. Check with the cem-

etery to ensure coverage. Some benefits are also available for Veterans who 

choose burial in a private cemetery. 

Veterans with a qualifying discharge are entitled to VA burial benefits. Spouses 

and dependent children are eligible too, even if they predecease the Veteran. 



60 

 

The following burial benefits may be provided: 

Burial in a VA national cemetery 

Opening and closing of the grave for burial of casketed or cremated re-

mains, or placement of cremated remains in an above-ground vault, also 

called a columbarium 

A government furnished grave liner 

Perpetual care of the gravesite 

A headstone or marker with an inscription 

A burial flag 

A Presidential Memorial Certificate 

A dedicated memorial page on the Veterans Legacy Memorial site where 

friends and family can upload photos and remembrances 

Burial in a private cemetery 

A government headstone, marker, or medallion 

A burial flag 

A Presidential Memorial Certificate 

Some survivors may also be entitled to VA burial allowances as partial reim-

bursement for the costs of funerals and burials for eligible Veterans 

Please note that gravesites in a VA national cemetery cannot be reserved in 

advance. To prepare for a private cemetery burial, VA suggests fami-

lies review these questions and complete required forms in advance. 

VA Requirements 

Discharge papers to establish your eligibility for burial services 
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Are You eligible to file for benefits based on Presumptive Exposure? 

Were you exposed to hazardous materials while serving in the military, such as from Agent Or-

ange or burn pits? Did you serve in Vietnam, Thailand or Southwest Asia? If so, you may be eligible to 

file for service-connected benefits based on presumptive exposure. 

Over the course of the last six months, VA has begun processing service-connected disability claims for 

six new presumptive conditions related to exposure to hazardous materials. 

In May 2021, VA started implementing provisions of the William M. Thornberry National Defense Au-

thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (NDAA), adding bladder cancer, hypothyroidism and Parkinsonism 

to the list of medical conditions presumptively associated with exposure to Agent Orange. A few 

months later, VA added asthma, rhinitis and sinusitis (to include rhinosinusitis) on a presumptive basis 

based on particulate matter exposures during military service in Southwest Asia and certain other areas. 

Any Veteran who was previously denied service-connection for any of these six conditions but had 

symptoms manifest within 10 years of military service would need to file another claim. Be sure to 

use VA Form 20-0995, “Decision Review Request: Supplemental Claim” when filing. The claim form 

should include the name of the medical condition and also specify that the medical condition is being 

claimed due to in-service exposure to environmental hazards. 

VA is committed to assisting Veterans who may have been exposed to hazardous materials during their 

military service. 

Be sure to stay plugged in to www.va.gov for the most recent developments around environmental haz-

ards; VA is constantly conducting research and surveillance, as well as reviewing scientific literature for 

conditions that may be related to exposure during military service. 

If you feel you have a chronic condition attributed to an in-service exposure, we highly encourage you 

to file a claim. For more in-

formation about VA benefits 

and eligibility, or how to file a 

claim, Veterans and survivors 

can visit VA’s website 

at www.va.gov or call toll-

free at 1-800-827-1000. 
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Vietnam Veterans of America 

If you are a Vietnam Era Veteran and live in one of 

these counties, please contact the President for in-

formation as to how to join 

                           Chapter/President/email/Location 

1046   Tommy Tittle      twt1968@att.net                                                            

1048   Bob Adkins      adk123robert@outlook.com  

1059   Dave Treffinger     dtreffinger433@msn.com    

1084   Bill Jefferson             bill_jefferson@comcast.net   

1088   Roy (Corky) Rudd           corkstopper50@yahoo.com; Nassau 

1092   Forest Hope                       foresthope@usa.net; Gainesville 

1134   Marvin Lagle                     mdlagle@gmail.com; Baker  

Veterans Council of Clay 

County: 

President: Ansil Lewis 

Meeting day is the same, first 

Wednesday of the month, but 

the location is changed to Clay 

County Administration Build-

ing, 1st floor conference 

room, 477 Houston St., Green 

Cove Springs, FL 32043. 

Meeting start at 11 a.m. 
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Veterans Councils of Northeast Florida  

      BAKER COUNTY  

      President: Larry Porterfield  

      Meetings: 

      Second Thursday of each month  

      Location:  

      MacClenny Primitive Baptist Church  

      Fellowship Hall on North Boulevard  

                 Time : 1800 (6pm)  

 

CLAY COUNTY     DUVAL COUNTY     

President: Ansil Lewis, SgtMaj USMC, ret President  

Meetings:      Meetings: 

First Wednesday of each month    Third Tuesday of each month 

Location:      Location: 

American Legion Post 250    American Legion Post 37 

2608 Black Creek Rd     Main Building 

Middleburg, FL 32068      San Juan Avenue   

Time: 1100 (11am)     Time: 1900 (7 pm) 

904-658-0105 

NASSAU COUNTY     St. Johns County 

President: Mike Doran     President: Bill Dudley 

Meetings:      Meetings: 

First Thursday of each month    Last Thursday of each month 

Location:      Location:  

American Legion Post 54    Health & Human Services building 

626 South 3rd St     Muscovy room, 1st floor 

Fernandina Beach fit 32034    200 San Sebastian View, St. Augustine 

Time: 1900 (7pm)     Time: 1900 (7pm) 
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The Veterans Council of St. Johns County is proud to           

announce that it has modernized its website and created        

a Facebook page. 

We are inviting all veterans to visit our website at:                          

NEW  http://www.veteranscouncilsjc.org  

The Veterans Council will post items of interest to 

all veterans, post pictures, articles, flyers, events, 

etc.  We will post our meetings dates and keep 

you informed about events at the Jacksonville 

and St. Augustine National Cemeteries. 

          Please join our group on Facebook at:       

                http://veteranscouncilsjc.org  

 

           Please select Join the Group to become a member 

. 

Once you have joined the Veterans Council Facebook group you 

will be able to post your meetings, pictures, articles, fund raisers, 

etc. It will be your common site to go to and see what’s happening. 

The website and Facebook page were updated and created so 

that there would be a central place to list all veterans activities in 

NE FL. 

You may have noticed the Veterans Council’s new logo, it was 

created by Roy Havekost. 

He can be contacted at webmaster@veteranscouncilsjc.org 

 

 

mailto:http://www.veteranscouncilofstjohns.org
http://veteranscouncilsjc.org


75 

 The Veterans Council of St. Johns County welcomes 

article submissions from all County Veterans & 

organizations. Articles should be of interest to all and 

veterans related. Submissions may be edited &/or 

shortened and used if space permits. 

Send to:  rothfeldm@gmail.com  

  
 
 

The Veterans Council of St. Johns County, Inc. is a        
Not For Profit Florida Corporation. 

 

Our formation date was July 4, 2001 in a proclamation 
issued by the St. Johns County Commissioners. It is 
composed of representatives of the various veterans' 
organizations within St. Johns County. 
 

The Veteran's Council will work with city and county 
governments and other local organizations to achieve 
the mutual goal to provide a central agency to assist in 
the coordination and presentation of matters concerning 
veterans and veterans activities in St. Johns County. 
 

The Veteran's Council will endeavor to precipitate, stim-
ulate and assist various organizations as they perform 
patriotic events. One of the major purposes is the pro-
motion and education of national patriotic matters. 
 

The St. Johns County Veterans Council meets the 

last Thursday of the month at 7 pm. 

 The Veterans Council will meet at the Coun-

ty Health & Human Services Building,       

200 San Sebastian View 

Auditorium, 1st floor 

Veterans Council of  St. Johns County,     

“Helping  All Veterans” 

Veterans Service Office 
 200 San Sebastian View, Suite 1400         

St. Augustine, FL 32084 

(physical location) 
The VSO Office is located in the St. Johns County Health and  

Human Services Building.  
The office is open from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. daily, 

Monday through Friday excluding holidays. 
  

Service is by appointment. 
Phone: 904-209-6160   Fax: 904-209-6161 

 

 Joseph D. McDermott  Director 

Lori Chapman  Assistant VSO 

Shauna Holton Assistant VSO 

Jonathan Rojas Assistant VSO 

April Manner Administrative Coordinator 

The views expressed in The Patriot Reader Newsletter articles, submissions and spotlights 

are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the views of the Veterans Council of 

St. Johns County or the editors of The Patriot Reader. It is the purpose of this periodical to 

share a variety of information that pertain to local veterans and their organizations.  


