
  

nity Based Outpatient Clinic. 

A map and description of the 

clinic appears in this month’s 

edition of the Patriot Reader.  

This has been an elusive goal 

for many years as we have 

been in nearly perpetual ne-

gotiations with the VA for a 

permanent home. The new 

location in the Deerfield Pre-

serve just off CR 207 is a very 

desirable location only blocks 

from the current temporary 

site. Clearing of the landsite 

should begin in the spring of 

2019 and building construc-

tion should begin by June of 

2019. Completion of the clin-

ic is planned for June 2020. 

At this time, there are no 

plans for additional services 

but that is subject to change as 

new patients are added.  

Bill Dudley 

Chairman, Veteran’s Council 

of St. Johns County 

Fellow Veterans: 

November will soon appear 

on the calendar and will ush-

er in a very busy month in 

your veteran community.  

The first is a reminder to be 

sure to get out and vote on 

Nov 6 if you haven’t already 

done so in early voting. It’s 

an important time in our 

country and just as you did 

your patriotic duty when 

serving your nation in uni-

form, it is no less your patri-

otic duty to help elect those 

who will lead our nation.   

On Nov. 12, the Veterans 

Council and MOAA, An-

cient City Chapter will con-

duct a Veterans Day Pro-

gram at Anastasia Baptist 

Church to honor our Veter-

ans Day Centennial. The 

Veterans Day committee has 

worked hard over the past 

months to make this a pro-

gram worthy of the honor of 

all who have served this na-

tion over the past 100 years. 

We have an excellent pro-

gram planned that will reach 

across the span of the past 

century that will recognize 

the service of our veterans 

from each era. Our keynote 

speaker will be RADM Sean 

Buck, Commander of US Navy 

Southern Command and US 

Navy Fourth Fleet at NS May-

port. We are very excited to 

have Admiral Buck as our fea-

tured speaker as he recognizes 

the service of our veterans 

over the past century. We will 

also recognize the military ser-

vice of four of our first re-

sponders who are still serving 

the community today in law 

enforcement or firefighting.  

Please plan to join us on Nov. 

12 along with your family and 

friends.  

On Dec. 15, the Veterans 

Council will conduct our an-

nual Wreaths Across America 

ceremony at St. Augustine Na-

tional Cemetery. Sales of 

wreaths this year have been 

brisk but we are still in need of 

more wreaths to be sold to 

meet this year’s goal. Our Vice 

Chairman, Sgt. Major Ray 

Quinn will be the Master of 

Ceremonies again this year for 

the WAA ceremony.  

After nearly 7 years, we now 

have a permanent home loca-

tion for our Veterans Commu-

Message from the Chairman        Newsletter Date:  November, 2018      Volume 7, Issue  11 

   

Lassen State Veterans Nursing Home 

Jax National Cemetery Support Committee 

Veterans Day in St. Augustine 

Honoring Our Veterans 

In Flanders Field 

Traveling Vietnam Wall and                      

Agent Orange Quilt of Tears in St. Augustine 

NEW CBOC Information 

Magazine interviews Chairman Dudley 

UNF: Veterans Art Exhibit 

FL VVA State Council Helps Veterans 

Amendment 10 

Veterans Councils September Minutes 

Veteran Gets New Home 

Rick Binns, USMC, receives Medal of Honor 

Local Green Beret to speak Jan. 31 

Moe Berg, WW II Spy & Baseball Player 

Jax Veterans Events Calendar 

Wreaths Across America 

St. Anastasia Catholic Church Honors Vets 

MIAP Update 

“Imagine” 

VVA 1084 Helping Hurricane victims 

Bringing Their Stories to Life 

Vets deserve to be Honored Too 

The Traveling Vietnam Wall 

The Semper Fidelis Society 

100 Year Old Time Capsule 

Veterans Day in Hastings 

Veterans Day in Green Cove Springs 

USS Parche 

Fred Blaz, TV Celebrity 

Operation HandUp 

Cecil Field POW/MIA Memorial 

History of the Dog Tag 

 

  

  

 

 

Inside this Edition 



2 

 
  

  

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clyde E. Lassen State Veterans Nursing Home 

Pumpkin Decorating Contest 

Early Voting 

Enjoying Pancakes at IHOP 



3 

 

 The Jacksonville National Cemetery 
Greetings from the Support             

Committee at  the Jacksonville                     
National Cemetery!   

 The Support Committee invites everyone to attend its next scheduled meet-
ing, on Monday November 5, 2018. The meeting will be at 7:00pm. The meet-
ing will take place at Community Hospice,      4266 Sunbeam Rd., Jackson-
ville, FL 32257 in Conference Room A. 

Jacksonville National Cemetery Support Committee Meetings for 2018 
 At Community Hospice of NE FL. 

4266 Sunbeam Rd, Jacksonville, FL 32257  
Hadlow Bldg – Conference Room A   7:00pm 

 DATES OF 2018 NEXT SCJNC MEETING 
  

 Monday, Nov 5th 
Monday, Dec 3rd 

 
Saturday, Dec 15th - Wreaths Across America (Details TBA) 

All are invited to attend our meetings and become a part of this Committee. 

+++++++++++2017/2018 Officers of the SCJNC++++++++++++  

Chairman: Steve Spickelmier 

Vice Chairman: Bill Dudley, Treasurer: John Mountcastle 

 Assistant Treasurer: Michael Rothfeld, Secretary: Kathy Church  

Chaplain: Michael Halyard, Master-At-Arms: Joe McDermott  

 Historian: Kathy Cayton 

Chaplain: Rev. Patrick A. Archuleta, Sr. 
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The Veterans Council of St Johns County will be 

hosting a Veterans Day event in St Augustine on 

Monday, November 12 between 10 am and noon at 

Anastasia Baptist Church. 

This event will feature entertainment, JROTC students and veterans 

organizations display tables. The Military Museum of N FL will have 

military vehicles as well as uniforms, weapons and music from WW I 

as we celebrate 100 after the end of the War to end all Wars, WW I. 

Our Keynote speaker will be announced shortly. 

This year the Council will be hosting this large indoor event instead 

of a parade. 

This will take place on Monday Nov. 12 from 10 am to 11 am at Ana-

stasia Baptist Church, 1650 A1A S, St. Augustine, 32080,  a beauti-

ful venue with onsite free parking and seating for 1250. 

We will be setting up display tables in the Atrium for veterans 

groups.  

If you represent or are a member of a veterans organization that 

would like to join us and have a display table please contact me at: 

mrothfeld@anyveteran.org  

Thank you, Michael Rothfeld 

Secretary, VC of SJC 
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Veterans Day in St. Augustine 

Monday November 12, 2018 
Anastasia Baptist Church 

1650 A1A S, St. Augustine 

Please join us as we honor our Veterans, Purple Heart             

recipients and Gold Star families 

 

On display, The Traveling Vietnam Wall  

 

 

and the Agent Orange Quilt of  Tears 

 

Monday November 12, Hours: Atrium displays open at 9:30 am 

and Veterans Day Commemoration starts at 11:11 am with the 

St. Johns County Center for the Arts Chamber Singers along 

with Dr. Roger Geronimo perform patriotic songs and a rous-

ing Service Anthems Salute. 
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The Traveling Vietnam Wall and Agent Orange Quilt of Tears Motorcycle Escort 

Our plan is to meet in St. Cloud, FL at the Home Depot at 7:00AM 11/11/2018 

Leave there by 7:45 going by the Lakefront to Narcoossee Rd. north to the 417 

417 to the I-4 in Sanford to The Harley dealership at Destination Daytona. 

From Destination Daytona, leave by 10:30-11:00 AM traveling route 1 north to St. Augustine. 

Please pass this on to interested parties. 
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       Saturday, Nov. 3  

Vero Beach: 9 a.m., Veterans Parade Pocahontas Park, 21st St. 

Vero Beach: 10 a.m.-2 p.m., Velde Car Show, Indian River County Fairgrounds, 7955 58th 

Ave. 

Monday, Nov. 5 

Miami: 11:30 a.m., Florida International University Felsberg Veterans Plaza, located be-

tween Riccardo Silva Stadium and Parkview Hall. 

Friday, Nov. 9 

Melbourne: 11:30 a.m., 6769 N. Wickham Road, “Salute Our Valiant Veterans” 

Saturday, Nov. 10 

Green Cove Springs:  10 a.m., Spring Park, 106 Walnut St. 

Melbourne: 10 a.m., Veterans Day Parade, East New Haven Ave. 

Jacksonville: 2:30 p.m., 15th Annual Marine & Navy FMF Corpsmen Memorial, Ever-

green Cemetery, 4535 Main St. 

Crawfordville: Wakulla County Veterans Day Parade, call for start tme.  

Sunday, Nov. 11 

Gainesville: 10 a.m., Alachua County Veterans Day ceremony, Veterans Memorial Park, 

7400 SW 41st Pl. 

Stuart: 10 a.m., Veterans Day Parade, Amerigo Avenue to Memorial Park. VVA FSC Past 

President Ben Humphries is the guest speaker and Chapter 1041 President Lew Jones in the 

Grand Marshall. 

 
From David Treffinger 

President, Col. William G. Byrns Chapter 1059, Clay County 
Editor, Florida State Council E-Recon Newsletter 
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Bay Pines: 11 a.m., C.W. Bill Young VA Medical 

Center Courtyard (between buildings 2 & 37), 

10000 Bay Pines. 

Gainesville: 2:30 p.m., Forest Meadows Ceme-

tery, 3700 SE Hawthorn Road. Alumni from the 

1960's local high schools will gather to honor classmates that died in Vietnam. This is the 

25th year of the event. 

Orange Park: 2 p.m., Veterans Memorial in Magnolia Cemetery, 1040 Kingsley 

Ave. (Parking is available at First Baptist Church Orange Park) 

Kingsland, GA: noon, VFW, 150 Camden Woods Parkway. 

Monday, Nov. 12 

Green Cove Springs: 9 a.m., TAPS Monument Wreath laying ceremony, 915 Walnut St. 

VVA FSC 2nd Vice President Gary Newman is the guest speaker. 

Vero Beach: 9 a.m., Veterans Memorial Sanctuary Island, located adjacent to Riverside 

Park on the Barrier Island, south of the Merrill Barber Bridge.  

Palatka: 10 a.m., Veterans Parade. 

Keystone Heights: 11 a.m., Keystone Heights Memorial Gardens Cemetery. 

Jacksonville: 11:01 a.m., Veterans Day Parade, Downtown Jacksonville. 

St. Augustine: 11 a.m., Anastasia Baptist Church, 1650 A1A, 11 a.m. (Vietnam 

Traveling War and Agent Orange Quilt of  Tears will be on display).  

Tallahassee/Leon County:  Veterans Day Parade, call for start time. 
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A Hurricane Michael update from VVA 1084 President John Leslie 

HURRICANE MICHAEL RELIEF UPDATE  #4 

1.  A  V V A State President Mary Anne Newman has been very active generating support from the five North-

east Florida county (Clay, St. Johns, Duval, Nassau and Baker )  A V V A representatives r collecting donations 

for Hurricane Michael victims.  Mary Anne and Clay County A V V A Rep Kim Biddle along with other A V  V 

A members collected and purchased toiletries, sorted them and made up approximately 140 hygiene kits for 

males and females. There was great A V V A participation throughout the collection, sorting and packaging of 

donated items. 

2.  On Monday 22 October 2018 I leased a 15 foot U-Haul box truck.  A non veteran volunteer, Chapter # 1059 

President, David Treffinger and myself loaded approximately 3,000 pounds of donated items from my garage 

and a local gun range collection site. 

 That evening the volunteer and I drove to Yulee in Nassau County where we met with  V V A  Chapter Presi-

dent Corky Rudd and his members.  They loaded the truck with another 3,500 pounds of donated items. 

3.On Tuesday 23 October 2018 V V A member Dan Sanchez and I drove the truck to St. Augustine Outlet Mall 

where we met with  St. Johns County V V A Chapter President John Leslie and his volunteer members.  They 

had around 3,000 - 3,500 pounds of donated items, including a new generator. After departing St. Augustine 

we traveled to Baker County where we met with Chapter President Johnny Crews and a volunteer member. 

We loaded another 2,500 pounds of donated items, including 4 gas camping stoves with gas bottles. 

4.  On Wednesday, 24 October 2018 my civilian volunteer and I drove to Tallahassee.  We met several V V A 

members at their Chapter clubhouse and off loaded the donations.  I was told the items were headed for 

Malone, Fl which is a small town that was in the direct path of the hurricane.  I asked that they give the gener-

ator to the 1st responder's in Malone. 

I also met with Marc McCabe and John McGinty who were assisting veterans. 

While unloading we were able to make up a box of food and paper items for a Vietnam vet who was request-

ing aid. 

5. While driving back from Tallahassee the U-Haul truck broke down.  The Company sent a mechanic out but 

he couldn't repair it.  The truck was towed and they provided a ride home for us.  I went to U- Haul this 

morning and they agreed to cut our bill in half to compensate for the " inconvenience “..  The receipt will be 

sent via e-mail and I will send to Ray Breault upon receiving it.   

I want to report that the Chapter Presidents worked hard and did a wonderful job collecting donations.  I 

found them energized and willing to go the extra mile.  You can be proud of them, their membership, com-

munity and A V V A participation.  There was a very wide range of items that will be helpful and meaningful 

to the hurricane victims. 

 

                                                   Gary Newman, 2nd Vice President  
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Vietnam Veterans of America Chapters , 1059, 1084 and 1088 

gathering and delivering much needed supplies to those  

affected by Hurricane Michael 
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Vets in the Classroom    By Michael Isam 

St. Augustine, Fla, (October 27, 2018)  

It was a whirlwind week for the Leo C. Chase, Jr. Chapter 1084, Vietnam Veterans of America. 

Vietnam Veterans of America's "Vets in the Classroom", provided 4 teams of 2 persons each, to 

deliver a presentation entitled "Support and Defend the Constitution". The presentation was 

shared with 740 students at 13 venues, for a total of 37 classes, at 5 of the 6 St Johns County 

High Schools (Pedro Menendez, Nease, Bartram, Ponte Vedra, and Creekside), given during St. 

Johns County School Districts "Celebrate Freedom Week", Monday through Friday the last 

week of September 2018. 

Chapter 1084 President John Leslie said ” We were well received by the teachers, students, and 

the School District Staff. This week was one-year since our first “Vets in the Classroom” pro-

gram, which has now reached 2300 middle and high school students, 50 Flagler College stu-

dents, and 10 law enforcement officers in a Continuing Education program at the Criminal Jus-

tice Academy of St Johns River State College.” 

The chapter continues their involvement with the Clyde E Lassen State Veteran’s Nursing 

Home and our members who reside there. We provide transportation for the ambulatory mem-

bers to our weekly breakfast gatherings, our monthly meetings, and other veteran events in 

Northeast Florida such as Vets4Vets. We have breakfast on the first Monday of each month at 

their facility, and recently held a ceremony presenting 50-year Vietnam Lapel Pins and attend-

ing documents to 12 eligible veterans. 

Meetings are held at 11:00 A. M., the 4th Tuesday of every month at the Village Inn restaurant, 

located at 900 N. Ponce De Leon Blvd. 

If you are a Veteran of the Vietnam War and wish to join, be advised, the cost of a lifetime mem-

bership has been reduced to $50.00. Contact John Leslie at (904) 233-4712 

 

  John McGinty          Mr. Hoog     Ms Laura Wynn     Robert Dinkins 
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The Exhibit will be powerful, riveting and sometimes raw! The Exhibit 

gives voice to the artists and to society through their artworks. They 

probe and speak as not someone last in darkness, but as one emerging 

into the light with more clarity and introspection, knowing where they 

came from. and who they are as human beings! 
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Fellow veterans, 

Please put this out to your veterans organizations. It is important that our constitutional 

officers remain as elected officials. This amendment assures these officers directly serve 

the people who elected them and not a charter government.   

As we get closer to election time in Nov, please plan to have Sheriff Shoar as your invited 

guest to speak to your veterans about this important amendment. 

 

William Dudley,  Chairman 

Veterans Council of St. Johns County 

anuday00@aol.com 
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Veterans Council of St. Johns County, Inc. Minutes of October 25, 2018  

Officers present: Chairman Bill Dudley, Vice Chairman Ray Quinn, Secretary Michael Rothfeld               

Treasurer John Mountcastle 

Chairman Dudley called the meeting to order at 1900 hours 

Chairman Dudley led the Pledge to the Flag     

Vice Chairman Ray Quinn gave the Invocation 

Minutes were approved as presented,           The Treasurer’s Report was approved as amended 

Introduction of Guests:  Sam Williams, Director of SJC Prisons; Gary Newman, 2nd VP VVA FL 

State Council 

Speakers:      

Samuel Williams, Director of SJC Prisons: Director Williams spoke about 

Amendment 10 and how important it was to support it. The Amendment ensures all 

constitutional officers in SJC are elected and NOT appointed. 

Dr. Michael Butler, History Professor Flagler College: Dr Butler spoke of his 

two trips to Vietnam accompanied by Flagler students and what he 

observed there. Dr Butler traveled to Saigon, Khe Sanh, and Ha-

noi and toured with a Vietnamese (Communist) guide. All loca-

tions visited showed the Communist Party propaganda message that was in all cases 

false and opposite of what we know to be the truth. The students recognized the Viet-

namese government’s propaganda immediately. The most glaring falsehood was that the 

“Hanoi Hilton” did not house American POWs!”. 

Committee Reports:     

Mac, SJC VSO: the VA has concerted all paper files to digital. The VA will issue a re-

lease clarifying the new CBOC location on SR 207. Nov. 6, SJC Commissioners will issue a Veterans Day 

Proclamation at 9am, all are asked to attend. 

John L: Please try to attend the VA Whole Health Summit at UNF, Nov. 14, 8:30 am to 1 pm, The Vet-

erans Treatment Court has 3 new mentors. Nov. 5-9, VVA 1084 will be resuming its “Veterans in the 

Classroom” program. VVA 1084 has collected over $ 2300 in cash and the same in donations. VVA now 

has only one membership level, Lifetime for $ 50.  

VVA 1084 has an upcoming Fundraise on Dec. 31, at the St Aug Beach Pier pavilion, from 5 to 10 pm. 

Please support this. 

Ray: Wreaths Across America is on target to reach its goal this year of having a wreath placed on every 

headstone in the St Augustine National Cemetery. Judy Davis is the co-coordinator. The event is 12 noon  

Director Williams 

 

Dr. Butler 
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on Saturday Dec. 15. 

Bill: Please ask everyone to attend the Veterans Day Commemoration on Monday Nov. 12 starting at 

9:30 am at Anastasia Baptist Church, 1650 A1A S. On exhibit The Traveling Vietnam Wall, the Agent 

Orange Quilt of Tears, the Lighthouses 100 year old time capsule with 1200 Florida KIAs, and a WW I 

exhibit by the NE FL Military Museum. There will be a special recognition of local First Responders 

who were also veterans, Purple Hert recipients and Gold Star families. Local JROTCs and the St Au-

gustine High School Chamber Singers will be performing a medley of Patriotic Songs. 

Steve: MIAPs next ceremony will be on Nov. 3rd at Cape Canaveral National Cemetery. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm.     

The next meeting of the Veterans Council will be on Thursday, November 29, 7 pm in the 

Health & Human Services Building, 200 San Sebastian View.     

       

Future speakers:   

November 29, Andrew Coughlan, Wounded Warrior Project, Resource Development and  

            Michele McManamon, Co founder/ Executive Director, Operation New Uniform 

December 27, Margaret Kaplan, Administrator, Lassen State Veterans Nursing Home 

     Jill M. Lancaster, 2nd VP, Women's Army Corps Veterans Association, Chapter # 56, Jax. 

January 31,  Tom Waskovich, Green Beret, Vietnam Veteran, MACVSOG and 

    Veronica Nieves, Red Cross, Team RWB, American Red Cross- Service to the Armed Forces 

February 28, Jessica Bradstreet, Dept. of VA, Local Recovery Coordinator 

            Mr. Jud Dannon, B2B, Battlefields to Ballfields 
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Veteran and his K-9 companion surprised with new home 

Real estate company donates home to graduate of K9s for Warriors program 

By Joy Purdy - 5:30, 6:30 & 11 p.m. anchor  

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. - After serving his country, then expe-

riencing some of the worst trauma afterward, a local Army 

veteran had hit rock bottom.  

Rick Smith has been through it all after serving overseas -- 

post-traumatic stress disorder, a traumatic brain injury and 

suicide attempts.    

But Smith's recovery has been remarkable with the help of a K-9 companion from K9s for Warriors, 

which rescues dogs then trains them to be service dogs for veterans suffering from PTSD and traumatic 

brain injuries.  

Then, on Wednesday, Smith was surprised with the ultimate gift: a new home.  Smith was seemingly over-

whelmed as a crowd of people greeted him for the housewarming party of sorts.  

Smith was handed the keys before he and his service dog, Berkeley, walked into their new home in the 

Lakeshore area of Jacksonville's Westside for the first time.   

"It's like I'm in a dream," Smith said. "I mean, it's like, 'Is this really happening?'"  

He shared the special moment with his family, who said it was also a celebration of the huge life strides 

Smith has made.  

"He's had it rough, but he's had a lot of good people standing behind him and help him," said Alton and 

Brenda Smith, his parents.   

That help came from the nonprofit K9s for Warriors pairing canine companion Berkeley with Smith, after 
the Army and Alabama National Guard veteran suffered severe head trauma in Kuwait, followed by PTSD, 
including blackouts, nightmares and flashbacks.   
"I'm just overwhelmed (with) compassion and thankfulness for what they've done for me here," Smith 

said.   

With Berkeley's help, Smith has powered back, and is now very active, volunteering in his community.   

He had been living with his parents until now.  

The house was donated to Smith by local real estate company JWB, which wanted to give back to veter-

ans in the Jacksonville community when its team met Smith, the graduate of the K9s for Warriors pro-

gram. 

https://www.news4jax.com/author/joypurdy
https://www.news4jax.com/topic/Warriors
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When will the MC upgrade this Marines Navy Cross for his extraordinary heroism,                                     

Rick Binns USMC 1st Recon Battle of Hill 488.  LTC Robert Adelhelm, USMC (Ret) 

 

Rick Binns was born in The Bronx, New York on 25 December 1945. In 

1963, he enlisted in the Marine Corps and attended recruit training at Ma-

rine Corps Recruit Depot Parris Island. He was subsequently trained in an 

infantry specialty as an anti-tank assault man, assigned the Military Occupa-

tional Specialty code of 0351. He was then assigned to 1st Battalion 8th Marines at Marine 

Corps Base Camp Lejeune until he volunteered for duty in the Vietnam War. There, he 

served with a military police unit until assigned to 2nd Battalion 9th Marines. He was reas-

signed to Company C of 1st Reconnaissance Battalion after volunteering for training as a re-

connaissance man and was awarded a meritorious promotion to Lance Corporal.  

On the evening of 13 June 1966, Binns's platoon of 18, under the leadership of then-Staff 

Sergeant Jimmie E. Howard were dropped behind enemy lines atop Hill 488, known to lo-

cals as Nui Vu, near Chu Lai and Tam Kỳ, with a mission to observe enemy troop move-

ments in the Hiệp Đức Valley, and call in artillery and airstrikes. Within two days, the North 

Vietnamese Army detected the observation post and descended on them in force. On the 

night of the 15th, a nearby Army Special Forces team radioed warning that a full battalion of 

about 200 to 250 regulars and several Viet Cong were closing in. At 2200 that night, Binns 

fired the first shots from his M14 rifle, and the enemy soon engaged the Marines too close 

for their fire support to assist, though a C-47 did deploy flares for illumination. Binns ex-

posed himself numerous times to recover wounded personnel despite his own wounds, as he 

was distributing ammunition and taking charge when Howard was wounded or busy on the 

radio. Late into the night of the 15th, as Marines traded taunts with the enemy, desperate 

pilots began dangerously close air support missions. By dawn on the 16th, the beleaguered 

platoon held their position, killing approximately 200 enemies at a cost of 6 of the platoon 

in the 12 hours of intense fighting. Binns was one of four Navy Cross recipients during the 

battle, while Howard would be awarded the Medal of Honor and the remaining thirteen re-

ceived Silver Stars.  

Wounded in the battle, Binns refused assistance once a company from 1st Battalion 5th Ma-
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rines arrived to relieve the Marines.[7] Awarded his second Purple Heart, he was unable to 

fully recover, placed on a temporary retirement list and eventually medically discharged in 

1971. In 2011 he resided in Idaho.  

 

Navy Cross Citation 

The President of the United States 

Takes Pleasure in Presenting The Navy Cross To  

Corporal Ricardo C. Binns 

United States Marine Corps for service as set forth in the following cita-

tion:  

The President of the United States of America takes pleasure in presenting the Navy Cross to Cor-

poral [then Lance Corporal] Ricardo C. Binns, United States Marine Corps, for extraordinary her-

oism as a Scout Team Leader, Company C, First Force Reconnaissance Battalion, First Marine Di-

vision (Reinforced), Fleet Marine Force, in the Republic of Vietnam on the night of 15–16 June 

1966. Corporal Binns' platoon established an observation post deep within communist controlled 

territory to observe enemy movement. At 0100 a massive assault was launched against the Marine 

position by a determined and well-trained North Vietnamese battalion. The murderous enemy fire 

was so intense that five of the eighteen-man platoon were killed and the remainder wounded. On 

two separate occasions, with complete disregard for his personal safety, Corporal Binns braved the 

withering enemy fire to forcibly pull to the ground severely wounded Marines who had uncon-

sciously exposed themselves to almost certain death. Realizing that his Platoon Leader was wound-

ed and unable to move, and preoccupied with the direction of close support aircraft, Corporal 

Binns took it upon himself to direct the fire of the remaining seven Marines, redistribute the am-

munition of those who could not use it, and care for the wounded. Although painfully wounded in 

both legs, Corporal Binns displayed magnificent courage throughout the night and long into the 

following morning. His selfless devotion to duty, superb professional skill, deep concern for his fel-

low Marines, and extraordinary heroism inspired all who observed him and were in keeping with 

the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and of the United States Naval Service.  
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The Veterans Council of St. Johns County is 

proud to announce that our guest speaker at our 

January 31st meeting will be Tom Waskovich,     

Vietnam Veteran, Green Beret who will speak 

about his military experiences. 
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Moe Berg, Baseball Player, Spy 

Morris Berg (March 2, 1902 – May 29, 1972) was an Amer-

ican catcher and coach in Major League Baseball who later 

served as a spy for the Office of Strategic Services during 

World War II. Although he played 15 seasons in the major 

leagues, almost entirely for four American League teams, 

Berg was never more than an average player, usually used as a backup catcher, and 

was better known for being "the brainiest guy in baseball" than for anything he ac-

complished in the game. Casey Stengel once described Berg as "the strangest man 

ever to play baseball". 

A graduate of Princeton University and Columbia Law School, Berg spoke several 

languages and regularly read 10 newspapers a day. His reputation was fueled by his 

successful appearances as a contestant on the radio quiz show Information, Please, 

in which he answered questions about the derivation of words and names from 

Greek and Latin, historical events in Europe and the Far East, and ongoing inter-

national conferences. 

As a spy working for the government of the United States, 

Berg traveled to Yugoslavia to gather intelligence on re-

sistance groups the U.S. government was considering sup-

porting. He was then sent on a mission to Italy, where he 

interviewed various physicists concerning the German nu-

clear program. After the war, Berg was occasionally em-

ployed by the OSS's successor, the Central Intelligence 

Agency, but, by the mid-1950s, was unemployed. He spent 

the last two decades of his life without work, living with 

various siblings. 
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St. Anastasia Catholic Church in conjunction with The Knights of Columbus Council # 7121 

will host its 16th year Veterans Day Tribute mass Friday November 9th at 9.00 am. The Mass 

will Honor Veterans of all Wars, Living and Deceased. Veterans of all Branches and those 

who presently serve in the military are invited to attend.  

   The Mass Tribute is open to men and women of all faiths. Participants are asked to gather 

in the Church Northex by 8.45 am. 

   Veterans will be escorted into the Church by The Knights of Columbus 4th Degree Color 

Guard. Military uniforms or Organization attire and Unit hats are encouraged. 

      The Knights of Columbus Council # 7121 will again Host a reception after mass in the 

New Formation Center, to further Honor all Veterans their Families and everyone who at-

tends the Mass are also invited. 

      Anyone who needs Assistance to attend the Mass, Please call Tom Peckenham 904-797-

2295 to make arrangements. 

     St Anastasia Catholic Church is located at 5201 A1A South     Thanks Tom Peckenham 



30 

 

 

MISSING IN AMERICA PROJECT - FLORIDA 

9/27/2018 

NATIONAL PROGRESS AS OF 9/26/2018 

Total Funeral Homes Visited - 2,293 
Cremains Found - 17,923 

Veterans Cremains Identified - 3,996 
Veterans Interred - 3,669 

                            FLORIDA PROGRESS AS OF 9/27/2018 
                                  Total Funeral Homes Visited - 154 
                                            Cremains Found – 1,404 
                                          Number to be interred - 82 
                                            Missions Scheduled – 1 
                                             Veterans Interred – 220 
                                              Spouses Interred – 92 
                                            Dependents Interred – 1 

MIAP is in the planning stages for  CALL TO HONOR #17 which will be on Saturday, November 3, 
2018 at the Cape Canaveral National Cemetery @ 10:00am.  We will continue to publish details of 
this service as the planning progresses.  For this service we will be interring 18 veterans and 6 
spouses from two funeral homes close to the CCNC. The longest that any of these went unclaimed 
is 1964.  Included in this service are veterans that served in the USA, USMC, USN and the USAF 
during the WWI, WWII, Korea and Vietnam wars.  There are 3 husbands and wives that will be in-
terred together. 

Our volunteers continue to dedicate their time to locate the unclaimed cremains of veterans in the 
State of Florida. I myself continue to travel the State doing presentations to get more supporters 
and volunteers to join us so we can continue our work in Florida.  We have a team starting up in 
Volusia County and a new team in Brevard County as well. 

Donations are graciously accepted.  You can donate to MIAP by check, made out to MIAP-FL and 
mail to the address below.  You can also donate via PayPal by going to our website, click on Make 
a Donation, choose option #3 PayPal and click on Florida.  Your donations will help MIAP to con-
tinue our work with this honorable project. We will gladly send you a donation receipt. 

Please go to our website at www.miap.us to read more about our project and find out how you can 
become involved with MIAP in your area. Please feel free to contact myself at my info listed below. 

 

Kathy Church, MIAP – FL State Coordinator 

(904) 219-3035, 1205 2nd Street S 

Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250 

miapjax@yahoo.com 

 
                                                           

http://www.miap.us
mailto:miapjax@yahoo.com
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiMruvZ6uDdAhUGP60KHRXMAMcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.miap.us%2F&psig=AOvVaw2hixU1vmuFD91Urmzqxw_s&ust=1538331804370006
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GUESS WHO? 

Rick Rees 

Terry Allan 



32 

 

 “Imagine”, by John Zimmerlee  October 2, 2018 

Imagine, you’re 18 years old and a proud American.  World War II has been over for 

five years and you are not sure what you want to do for the rest of your life, so you 

take a chance, sign up for Active Army Duty to see the world and make up your 

mind. 

First stop . . . Japan!  Wow, what an experience! 

Days later, you learn that North Korea has invaded South Korea and your upcoming assignment is in Pu-

san to push back the North Koreans.  Fresh off the boat, you immediately hit the battlefields and wind 

up in Hadong where bodies are dropping everywhere.  Your commander tells you to surrender and you 

drop your weapon. It is July 27, 1950. 

Almost immediately, your government lists you as MIA, “Missing in Action” . . . along with 46 others 

who were also known to be captured, yet labeled MIA.  But, you assume that your country knows you 

are a POW and will be coming to get you very soon. 

Your captors line you up and start marching you North. The line is as far North as you can see. Fear rush-

es in.  

Months later you are finally in Pyongyang. American Forces were approaching. Three of you are bound 

together at the East Gate Ferry site along the Taedong River in Pyongyang.  The guards beat you up and 

toss you into the river. You all drown.   

Days later, your Comrades recovered your 3 remains and buried them on the west side of the courtyard 

of the Provincial Government Building.  On October 24, 1950, George Gibbs disinterred the bodies and 

found your ration card in the jacket pocket of one of the remains.  The remains were moved to the Mili-

tary Cemetery in Pyongyang and buried on plot A, Row 1, Grave 9. A report was filed that you died as a 

POW but your family was never told and you remained just “Missing in Action.” 

According to enemy documents that our government claims . . . to this day . . . to be confidential, your 

name appeared in those documents during the war. Prior to your death, you were photographed by the 

enemy and you were identified by the “Office of Special Investigation” from those photos as an obvious 

POW, but your family was never told and you remained “Missing in Action.” 

After the war, remains were shipped from North Korea to South Korea and N-17030 was among them.  It 

appears to be the same remains that had your ration card in the shirt pocket. But as of 1955, your re-

mains were reburied as an unknown in the National Cemetery of the Pacific in Hawaii, grave number 333 

and you remained “Missing in Action”.   

With a budget of $140 million a year, DPAA has been sitting on this compelling information while their 

laboratory was just 9 miles from your remains . . . for the last 63 years.   

In reality, James Elbert Beller, we hope that our government will soon open your file; give your case the 

attention it so deserves; disinter these remains; identify you; return you to your family . . . and no longer 

refer to you as just “Missing in Action”!!! 
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John Leslie: Johnny and all of the donated supplies and the 

supplies he purchased with money donated in the last few 

weeks, for the hurricane relief. Florida was hit pretty hard 

in certain parts. They need the help so badly. Luckily these 

people won’t have to deal with the cold weather that is just 

beginning to happen for most people. That is about the only 

blessing, besides the help they get from groups like the Vi-

etnam Veterans Of America, Chapter 1048, St. John’s 

County, St. Augustine, Florida. These supplies will be add-

ed to other donations from around the county tomorrow morning. They will be loaded in to a large 

truck and driven down to the people who are waiting for them. God bless them and all of you who 

gave so generously. John was so humbled by the generosity of his old friends and fellow workers at the 

yearly Northrup Grumman picnic a few weeks ago. Thank you to all of those who gave, he really ap-

preciated it. 
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UCF Veterans Legacy Program launches event to showcase veterans’ research 

ORLANDO, Fl. (Oct. 23, 2018) – The University of Central Florida History Department and Center for 

Humanities and Digital Research faculty, 

staff and students will share research and 

discoveries during “Bringing their Stories 

to Life: The Veterans Legacy Program at St. 

Augustine National Cemetery.” 

The event will take place Thursday, No-

vember 29, 2018 at 10 a.m. and is free and 

open to the public. The event will com-

memorate the centennial of the US role in 

World War I through the stories of African 

American soldiers buried in St. Augustine 

and Floridians who fought and are buried 

in France. We will also highlight 19th Cen-

tury Wars as part of an introduction to the 

history of the St. Augustine National Cem-

etery. An interactive demonstration will 

also take place, allowing community mem-

bers the opportunity to explore biog-

raphies of veterans buried in national cem-

eteries. 

Launched in 2016, the National Cemetery 

Administration’s Veterans Legacy Program 

aims to memorialize veterans’ service to 

the nation. By partnering with academic 

communities of scholars and students to conduct research about the lives of veterans, the program is able 

to share their stories and service with younger students and the general public.   

The National Cemetery Administration selected UCF as one of three schools awarded contracts as inau-

gural VLP partners in 2017. UCF is proud of its continued partnership with the NCA as it was awarded 

an additional contract in 2018. The History Department and the Center for Humanities and Digital Re-

search are committed to doing publicly engaged research and this partnership builds on a number of on-

going and relevant research projects, including the UCF Community Veterans History Project and RICH-

ES digital archive. 
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Veterans deserve to be honored too… 

Why are Veterans excluded from the memorial named 

in their honor, the city of Jacksonville’s Veterans Me-

morial Wall?  

The current criteria as written actually precludes Vet-

erans from being eligible and was recently made even more confusing by an ill advised 

mayoral executive order.  The criteria stated home of record Jacksonville or attended HS in 

Jacksonville, served in time of war (last declared War was WWII) and killed or died on ac-

tive duty.  The criteria now has changed home of record to merely residing in Jacksonville.    

The criteria and the mayoral executive order still do not address the exclusion of Veterans.  

A Veteran is defined, under Title 38, US Code of Federal Regulations, as a person who 

served in the active military and who was discharged or released under conditions, other 

than dishonorable.  Criteria that states: die or killed on active duty this automatically ex-

cludes Veteran.  It excludes Veterans like Cpl Tyler Southern USMC and others warriors like 

him simply because they survived their wounds and were discharged under honorable condi-

tions, yet allows decisions to be made to honor in perpetuity anyone on active duty who 

dies of anything and is from anywhere, it seems, on this hometown memorial.   

Veterans like Cpl Southern are currently ineligible from being recognized in his home town, 

his Home of Record, where he went to HS and volunteered to serve during a war.  But the 

criteria and mayoral executive order allows and has opened the door for individuals to be 

added to this memorial who: never served in combat, in harm’s way, died of motor vehicle 

accidents, domestic disputes, sport sky diving accidents, training for a marathon, suicide 

while under investigation and they or a family member who merely resided in Jacksonville 

can be added to this “Hometown Memorial”.  This diminishes the honor and significance of 

this memorial’s intended purpose.  It also demeans the sacrifices of those on this memorial 

like PFC Robert Jenkins USMC Medal of Honor recipient who jumped on a grenade to save 

the lives of his fellow comrades.  It is hard to equate being recognized on the wall, for any of 

the aforementioned and compare it to jumping on a grenade to save lives, yet this is exactly 

what is happening here. 
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If the intent was to exclude Veterans, maybe it is time to change the name of this memorial 

to simply “Memorial Wall”.  But, if it is to be a true Veteran’s Memorial, than start adding 

Veterans to the memorial and start restoring the honor and integrity to process of recog-

nizing those being added to this Veterans Memorial. 

The current selection process needs to change along with the criteria and there needs to be 

more Veteran involvement in the selection process.  A council of Veterans should be al-

lowed to review the criteria of both home of record and time of war. Initial criteria called 

for “Home of Record” to be Jacksonville, FL.  But recently, it has become clear that some 

are being added from other states, even though their home of record is not Florida. They 

did not go to HS here, enlist here nor are some even buried here; they are buried in their 

hometowns. The adding of those from outside of our community is confusing; the sole pur-

pose of the wall was to honor those whose “hometown” was Jacksonville. Most important-

ly, Veterans like Cpl Southern need to be made eligible to be recognized on their 

hometown memorial for their service and sacrifice.   

An appropriate distinction needs to be made between merely serving and those who 

served and sacrificed and equally as important those who survived the wounds of war dur-

ing their service and were discharged…a Veteran.  A  Council of Veterans can help in avoid-

ing the confusion currently surrounding why some have been placed on the wall from out-

side the state of Florida and didn’t die as a result of combat or combat support.  Most Vet-

erans know who should be honored and who should be recognized on a Veterans Memorial 

in perpetuity.  In my humble opinion, Cpl Tyler Southern and warriors like him from this 

community should be eligible to be recognized.  

R Adelhelm 

LtCol USMC ret 
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From Robert Adelhelm, LTC, USMC (Ret) 

Semper Fidelis Society 

Taking care of Marines is a SF priority. Adding Sgt Randall Hansen to 

the the city memorial is one of these priorities. Although we have been 

stonewalled, dismissed and ignored by the representatives, we still fight 

on...it's called SEMPER FIDELIS and some of us still have it.  

There is now talk of adding another wall in another area of the city to include PTSD victims like 

Sgt Hanson...Those the city reps feel are not worthy enough to be recognized on a home town 

Veterans Memorial Wall with other Veterans. Placing/isolating all the victims of PTSD in AN-

OTHER SEPARATE LOCATION... Is this a good idea? Are victims of PTSD less worthy? PSTD, 

TBI are are result of service and in most cases COMBAT and are worthy of being recognized; it 

shows the true cost of war.  

If we can add individuals to this memorial who died as a result of a domestic dispute, auto mo-

bile accident, civilian sky diving accident, running and getting hit by a car, suicide while under 

investigation and others like this...WHY can't we start recognizing those who died as result of 

combat related PTSD and TBI??  

Not recognizing service related PTSD and TBI is no different than if the NFL said CTI has noth-

ing to do with football. It is time we wake up and stop allowing those who never served and 

wouldn't serve from making decisions as to who is worthy of being recognized or not. PTSD vic-

tims in most cases are combat related casualties and their deaths as a result caused by com-

bat...They are Veterans worthy of being remembered and not forgotten.  

Oh, to the local radio host when approached to help, said he doesn't believe in PTSD and equat-

ed those who have it and suffer from it as no different than his own experience as an 11 year old 

of being told the Disney world gates had closed and he couldn't get in to Disney 

world...UNBELIEVABLE...YOU ARE FOOL...GOD HELP YOU!! Yes, these are the types we 

have to deal with.  

“The brave men and women, who serve their country and as a result, live constantly with the 

war inside them, exist in a world of chaos. But the turmoil they experience isn’t who they are; 

the PTSD invades their minds and bodies.” 
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Unearthing names of Floridians who died in World War I, a century later  

By Matt Soergel, FL Times Union 

The names were written on a parchment scroll in India ink, 

placed in a metal box inside another metal box, and buried un-

der the bricks at Memorial Park almost 94 years ago. 

They are the names of 1,220 Floridians who died while serving 

in the military during World I, and on Christmas Day 1924 

they were put under a plaque honoring the war dead. 

On Thursday, workers carefully sawed away at the bricks at the 

foot of the park’s iconic bronze sculpture called Life; it took 

some five hours, but finally the plaque was removed and the boxes were lifted carefully out of the earth. 

Volunteers plan to catalog the names and then return the parchment scroll to that spot, along with the names of more than 

300 other men and women from Florida who died in the war. 

The goal is to bury them together at a ceremony on Nov. 11, Armistice Day, 100 years after the war’s end. 

Michele Luthin, who is on the board of directors of the Memorial Park Association, a nonprofit group that works to pre-

serve the riverfront park in Riverside, said volunteers are hoping to find relatives of the war dead and invite them to that 

event. 

The names, though, are still unknown: There were so many it was deemed too expensive to engrave them on a memorial, 

so instead they were put on parchment and buried until Thursday. 

The newly unearthed boxes were taken to the Museum of Science and History, where firefighters painstakingly pried open 

the top of the outer box, made of copper, 17¼ inches high, 12 inches wide and 9½ inches deep. 

Inside, a tight fit, was a lead box containing the names. 

“Wait!” cried Memorial Park Association volunteer Kelly Varn. “It’s got writing!” 

She was right. Etched on the top of the inner box were these words: “Made by J.C. Cheshire Dec. 4, 1924.” 

The volunteers had hoped to open that box to remove the parchment scroll on Thursday afternoon. The scroll would then 

be taken to the St. Augustine Lighthouse & Maritime Museum’s archaeological lab to be assessed and eventually unrolled, 

to finally reveal the names. 

That plan was called off though: Ann Seibert, an expert in paper conservation, noticed a small amount of corrosion on the 

rim of the copper box. That might mean water intrusion, she feared, and that’s highly damaging to parchment. 

“Water is its biggest enemy,” she said. 

She suggested taking the box, unopened, to the lab in St. Augustine, for further examination before opening. 

The Memorial Park volunteers quickly agreed; they worried about the three feet of water that surged into the park from 

the St. Johns during Hurricane Irma, but it’s too early to tell if that was what led to the corrosion.  
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The Memorial Park group has been helped in its project by R.B. Rosenburg, a history professor at Clayton State University 

in Georgia, who since 2006 has been compiling a list of more than 4,500 men and women from that state who died during 

World War I. 

They readily agreed last year to help make a list of the Florida dead too, working from war records. So far he’s found 

1,568 names, service members from the Army, Marines, Navy and Coast Guard, white and black, men and some women 

as well. 

The names from Duval County take up almost three pages on a list he made, ranging from Randolph Andrews of Jackson-

ville to Walter B. Young of Baldwin. Both were listed as “colored.” 

Duval’s war dead came from Jacksonville and from the communities of Baldwin, Whitehouse, Plummers, South Jackson-

ville, Phillips, Grand Crossing, Lackawanna, Mayport, West Jacksonville, New Berlin, Mandarin and Atlantic Beach. 

If the 1,220 names on the long-buried parchment scroll can be deciphered, volunteers hope to match them against Rosen-

burg’s names to come up with a conclusive list of those who died during the war and in the years after, from injuries or 

illnesses related to it. 

Rosenburg said many of the dead didn’t even make it to Europe but died in camps in Jacksonville or Macon, Ga., or else-

where. 

About three of every four fatalities came from disease, including many from the influenza pandemic that swept the globe in 

1918. 

Rosenburg said the troops were housed in crowded barracks in conditions tailor-made for illnesses to spread. “They’re 

coughing on each other, not getting the treatment they need, not even understanding what could be done to stop this con-

tagion,” he said. 

The military was thorough in listing the causes of death: Victims drowned, were hit by trains, died in motorcycle or car 

crashes. They died when weapons were accidentally discharged. They committed suicide. Some were executed after riots, 

in attempts to keep discipline. 

Those killed in action or who died of wounds made up about 10 percent of the fatalities. Florida’s biggest loss came on 

Sept. 26, 1918, when a German U-boat sunk a Coast Guard cutter, the USS Tampa, off the coast of Wales. Sixty Floridi-

ans, Rosenburg said, were among the 131 killed. 

He researched the years after the war too, and included those who died of wounds or gas attacks from battle, as well as 

those who died during their time in occupied Europe after fighting ended. 

Rosenburg acknowledged that the research has become something of a quest for him as he tracks down the names, the 

hometowns, the many ways men and women can die during a war. 

“We want to know their names,” he said. “We want to know who they are.” 

Matt Soergel: (904) 359-4082 
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From K9s For Warriors: Please share this as it benefits 2 great causes. 

The first which I have been part of since the start is the USS Adams 

Museum which is saving the US Navy's first missile capable ship as a 

floating museum. The 2nd is K9's for Warriors who provide trained 

service dogs for our veterans. K9's not only help our veterans, but the 

dogs they use are primarily rescue dogs!! If you don't live in the Jack-

sonville, FL Area please consider a donation to the event! If you do 

live in the Jax Area, come out and see me the morning of the run or 

participate in the run itself!!! 
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Most veterans who live at 

Five Star have mental health 

issues, including addiction 

(gambling and substance 

abuse), combat-related Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD), combat-related Traumatic Brain Injury 

(TBI), Depressive Disorder, Bipolar Disorder, Anxiety Disorder, Panic Attacks, Adjustment Disorder, 

Personality Disorder and Neuro-cognitive Disorder (TBI and Huntington’s Disease). 

The mission of the Five S.T.A.R. Veterans Center is to assist veterans who are coping with the insidious 

effects of PTSD and/or TBI RESTORE their health, RECONNECT with friends and family, and RE-

JOIN the work force with a job by providing safe and secure supportive housing with wraparound ser-

vices and holistic counseling that promotes mental and physical wellness. 
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From Fred Dupont: Connecting Veterans, Caregivers 

and Experienced Entrepreneurs 

https://mailchi.mp/44bad72318a6/100-

entrepreneurs-project-update-october-2018?

e=4b4b310502  

https://mailchi.mp/44bad72318a6/100-entrepreneurs-project-update-october-2018?e=4b4b310502
https://mailchi.mp/44bad72318a6/100-entrepreneurs-project-update-october-2018?e=4b4b310502
https://mailchi.mp/44bad72318a6/100-entrepreneurs-project-update-october-2018?e=4b4b310502


45 

Green Cove Springs will be honoring Veterans Day with a Vet-

erans Recognition Ceremony 10 a.m. to noon on Saturday, Nov. 

10 at Spring Park. Veterans from all branches of the military 

are welcome! Any veterans that want to be a part of the cere-

mony please arrive before 10 a.m. 
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   US Navy’s Most Decorated Ship – You’ve Never Heard of                                                         

It Just as the Navy Intended 

It’s pretty likely that you have nev-

er heard of the US Navy’s most 

decorated warship. That’s because 

the Navy did not want you to hear 

of it while it was in service. What 

may be more fantastic is that it re-

ceived all of those decorations 

without once firing a weapon in attack or defense. 

The USS Parche was built in 1970 as a hunter/killer submarine. No one, not even the 

shipbuilders that worked on it, knew what was in store for this special ship. The 

Parche was built to be a nuclear submarine which would follow enemy vessels both 

above and below the sea and then destroy them. Part of the Sturgeon class as built, it 

received its commission in 1974 and served two years in the Atlantic Fleet as intend-

ed. 

In 1976, the Parche was retrofitted for the first time. There is not much information 

about what changed but after the work was complete, the Parche was rarely heard of 

by the public. The Navy had chosen the Parche to support the National Underwater 

Reconnaissance Office (NURO). NURO was a secretive joint effort between the Na-

vy and the CIA. 

The Parche went from being a typical attack ship to becoming a “ghost,” spying on the 

enemy with advanced monitoring, reconnaissance, and surveillance systems. While the 

submarine force is referred to as the “silent service” because subs operate best when 

no one knows where they are, the Navy took this concept to the extreme with the 

crew of the Parche. Sworn to secrecy, they could tell no one the nature of their mis-

sions. 
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At the end of the 1970s, the Parche had traveled into the Sea of Okhotsk multiple  

times with the USS Halibut and the USS Seawolf in order to wiretap Soviet commu-

nications over the cables running across the seabed. Known as Operation Ivy Bells, 

the surveillance went undetected until the National Security Agency (NSA) acci-

dentally leaked details of the operation in the mid-1980s. 

Along with the invaluable intelligence gained from the wiretaps, the Parche recov-

ered fragments of the USSR’s anti-ship rockets. This allowed the Navy to analyze 

them and develop countermeasures to protect US ships. 

The Parche received numerous additional retrofits throughout the 1980s and 1990s. 

These 

overhauls improved the sytems used on the ship, adding cameras and a longer hull to 

fit more equipment and more crew – amongst other things. 

The Seawolf and the Parche also received skegs. These legs on the bottom of the ships 

allowed them to sit directly on the ocean floor and allow divers to exit the vessel to 

perform their wiretap and debris recovery missions. 

In the 2000s, it was determined that the Parche had reached the end of her lifespan. 

It was already one of the last Sturgeon-class vessels in the Navy – having been re-

placed by the Los Angeles and Seawolf classes. In 2004, the decision was made to de-

commission the Parche. 

After serving for thirty years, the Parche was scrapped. The sail with her markings 

was retained and is on display in Bremerton, Washington. The USS Jimmy Carter 

serves the same purpose as the Parche today. 

The Parche received nine Presidential Unit Citations, ten Navy Unit Commendations 

and thirteen Navy Expeditionary Medals, a total unmatched in the entire history of 

the US Navy. It will be decades before the public is informed of all that the Parche 

did while in service. But the number of citations and commendations received during 

her service is proof that she served her country well. 
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Thank you Action News 
Jax for covering #veter-
ans stories. If you are a 
Veteran who is strug-
gling, you are not alone. 
Please reach out to 
Vets4Vets of Northeast 

Florida and attend our gatherings so we can con-
nect you to the resources that can help. We are 
stronger together! 

https://www.facebook.com/ActionNewsJacksonville/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARC9IVxGNE0Y6C_nThNLLRSaGBSy-95XOMHdhKAu8T9MJGPLmk5JjXuB1xlh_UFAK4gVNgRx58JpO9jx&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARC5iFLuV48adxmS9V3cbHxOZ2QQHxJHnmKfR4fqT_TUKaWt7_r1lS49hBu7fncfxOtiURSf3Z-TsIO9rc
https://www.facebook.com/ActionNewsJacksonville/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARC9IVxGNE0Y6C_nThNLLRSaGBSy-95XOMHdhKAu8T9MJGPLmk5JjXuB1xlh_UFAK4gVNgRx58JpO9jx&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARC5iFLuV48adxmS9V3cbHxOZ2QQHxJHnmKfR4fqT_TUKaWt7_r1lS49hBu7fncfxOtiURSf3Z-TsIO9rc
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/veterans?source=feed_text&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARC5iFLuV48adxmS9V3cbHxOZ2QQHxJHnmKfR4fqT_TUKaWt7_r1lS49hBu7fncfxOtiURSf3Z-TsIO9rcrVic5EwFX5z0Y6O_9fQfg6SQEyWMw2IahvfDKpEbDWdvb59YK7CVR_JSoybsm7Mvl1iAF_CrTCFGFVRkCQlxhjGCGweeEpF0x-6m
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/veterans?source=feed_text&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARC5iFLuV48adxmS9V3cbHxOZ2QQHxJHnmKfR4fqT_TUKaWt7_r1lS49hBu7fncfxOtiURSf3Z-TsIO9rcrVic5EwFX5z0Y6O_9fQfg6SQEyWMw2IahvfDKpEbDWdvb59YK7CVR_JSoybsm7Mvl1iAF_CrTCFGFVRkCQlxhjGCGweeEpF0x-6m
https://www.facebook.com/Vets4VetsNJax/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAUiDv7R0xl9El5UYAwfmLCPwP7WLwg9c63LdzPGdgfQpR_lPBxzNSRq7aGxkg2XuDPewhUJpU1bM0A&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARC5iFLuV48adxmS9V3cbHxOZ2QQHxJHnmKfR4fqT_TUKaWt7_r1lS49hBu7fncfxOtiURSf3Z-TsIO9rcrVic5EwFX
https://www.facebook.com/Vets4VetsNJax/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAUiDv7R0xl9El5UYAwfmLCPwP7WLwg9c63LdzPGdgfQpR_lPBxzNSRq7aGxkg2XuDPewhUJpU1bM0A&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARC5iFLuV48adxmS9V3cbHxOZ2QQHxJHnmKfR4fqT_TUKaWt7_r1lS49hBu7fncfxOtiURSf3Z-TsIO9rcrVic5EwFX
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36 Granada Street, St. Augustine FL 32084 

(904) 679-5736 

Corazoncinemaandcafe.com  

Stop by the Corazon Cinema and Café 

located in the heart of St. Augustine to 

catch a great film or a bite to eat (free parking). Tell us you 

are a veteran and receive 10% off any food or 

drinks. Beer and wine available. 
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Jacksonville honors military service members with flag-raising 

5 military branch flags, POW/MIA flag now flown in front of City Hall 

By Jennifer Ready - Reporter, Crystal Moyer – WJXT TV, Traffic/reporter, Crystal Chen - Assignment ed-

itor/reporter  

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. - The city of Jacksonville honored the men and women who serve 

our country with a flag-raising ceremony Tuesday.  

Music from the U.S. Navy Band filled the air as dozens of community members gathered 

downtown to watch six flags raised at Hemming Park. Five of the flags represent each 

branch of the military, and a sixth honors prisoners of war and service members missing in 

action.  

Mayor Lenny Curry hosted the ceremony just weeks after he directed the installation of six 

new flagpoles to display the flags.  

"There's been a lot of discussions about what we want our front door, front porch of City 

Hall to look like. What do we want people to think about, talk about when they're here?" 

Curry said.  

In July, the mayor issued a statement that said the decision came to him after spending time 

reflecting following the Fourth of July celebrations.   

It came months after a flag flap in April when the display of military flags at one Jacksonville 

business stirred up controversy. A Jacksonville city inspector issued a written warning cita-

tion to Jaguar Power Sports for flying several military flags on the roof of its business. She 

cited a violation of city code.   

Shortly after the incident, Curry responded by stating all military flags should be treated 

just like the American flag and should be allowed to fly without the fear of getting a citation.  

"I took action immediately. I took action within hours," Curry said.  

A flag representing each branch of the military and a POW/MIA flag was raised outside 

City Hall during Tuesday’s ceremony.  
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New tech increases ease of contacting Veterans Crisis Line 

 “Call the Veterans Crisis Line.” 

VA is excited to announce that service members and Veterans can con-

nect to the Veterans Crisis Line using these simple words. The Siri func-

tion on Apple’s iPhone and the Google Assistant function on Android 

phones now automatically dial the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 

which also serves the Veterans Crisis Line, even if the number (1-800-273-8255) is not 

saved in the phone’s contact list. Callers will need to Press 1 in order to reach the Veter-

ans Crisis Line.  

“Suicide prevention is VA’s top clinical priority, and we are working to reach Veterans 

where they are to help save lives,” said Dr. Keita Franklin. “The new feature on Apple and 

Android devices enables service members, Veterans, and their families to get quicker ac-

cess to our network of certified crisis responders.” 

Responders at the Veterans Crisis Line are specially trained and experienced in helping 

Veterans when mental health or related issues — such as chronic pain, anxiety, depres-

sion, sleeplessness, anger, and homelessness — reach a crisis point. 

“Since its launch in 2007, the Veterans Crisis Line has answered over 3.5 million calls and 

initiated the dispatch of emergency services to callers in imminent crisis nearly 93,000 

times,” said Dr. Matt Miller, director of the Veterans Crisis Line. “Since launching chat in 

2009 and text services in November 2011, the VCL has answered over 397,000 and near-

ly 92,000 requests for chat and text services respectively.” 

According to Miller, the ease of connecting to the Veterans Crisis Line is the technology’s 

biggest benefit. 

“The ability to for Veterans to connect to the Veterans Crisis Line using just four simple 

words, and through a technology that so many people are familiar with already, is truly 

remarkable,” Miller said. “While some suicidal crises last a long time, most last minutes to 

hours. The quicker we can get Veterans connected to care, the more likely they are to sur-

vive.” 
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While recognizing the need for crisis access and rapid care, VA continues to build and 

emphasize sustained access to care for Veterans to receive ongoing treatment as appropri-

ate. 

“VA is working to improve its services by providing evidence-based mental health care 

across a full spectrum of interventional services,” said Franklin. “We are anticipating and 

responding to Veterans’ needs and supporting returning service members as they rejoin 

their communities.” 

VA is leveraging a public health approach to suicide prevention that addresses multiple 

risk factors for suicide to stage interventions before suicidal thoughts and behaviors oc-

cur. While VA has made great strides in crisis intervention, the public health approach us-

es the best evidence available to guide the development of innovative new strategies to 

serve all Veterans. 

No one organization can tackle suicide prevention alone. To save lives, VA is using preven-

tion strategies that reach beyond health care settings to involve peers, family members, 

and community members in order to reach Veterans where they are. 

“Every day people across the nation reach out for support and are able to live healthy, 

productive lives. But VA alone can’t prevent Veteran suicide,” Franklin said. “To end Veter-

an suicide, we need support across sectors, and this type of technology is another step in 

the right direction. The quicker we can get service members and Veterans connected to 

care, the better.” 

If you or someone you know is in crisis, support is available 24/7. The National Suicide 

Prevention Lifeline is available to all at 1-800-273-8255. Veterans, service members, and 

their families and friends can call the Veterans and Military Crisis Line at 1-800-273-8255 

and Press 1, chat online at VeteransCrisisLine.net/Chat, or text to 838255. 

 

About the author: Megan McCarthy, Ph.D., is the deputy director for suicide prevention for VA’s Of-

fice of Mental Health and Suicide Prevention.  
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A Brief History Of The Dog Tag, by Sarah Sicard,      

The use of the iconic form of identification has its roots in 

the Civil War. 

During the Civil War, the inability of the military to identify 

battlefield casualties created the need for a soldier identifi-

cation method. 

 

According to the U.S. Army Quartermaster Foundation, prior to the Battle of 

Mine Run in northern Virginia 1863, Gen. George Meade’s troops wrote their 

names and unit designations on paper tags and pinned them to their clothing. At 

the same time, other soldiers created prototype identification tags out of pieces 

of wood, perforating one end so that they could be worn on a string around their 

necks. 

 

Between 1862 and 1913, while the military considered a number of options for 

identifying soldier remains on the battlefield, individual soldiers continued to uti-

lize makeshift identification methods. In 1906, a circular aluminum disc was pre-

sented. By 1913, identification tags were made mandatory by the military. 

 

The circular tags, hand stamped with name, rank, serial number, unit, and reli-

gion were used during World War I.  

 

Dog tags, name tapes and memorabilia are displayed at the top of Mount Suriba-

chi in Iwo To, formerly known as Iwo Jima, Japan, Dec. 17, 2014. 

 

By World War I, soldiers wore two tags. “One tag remained with the body, tied 

around the legs or ankles or feet,” Luther Hanson, curator at the U.S. Army 

Quartermaster Museum, told The New York Times in a 2013 interview. 

Around World War II, the circular tag was replaced by the more oval shape used 
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by the military today. Its resemblance to dog collar tags led to the designation of 

“dog tag.” The tags used during World War II were stamped by a machine and had 

a rectangular shape with round ends and a notch on one side. 

A gruesome rumor circulated that the notch was put in the tag so that the tag 

could be placed in a dead soldier’s mouth hold it open to prevent the body from 

gaseous bloating. However, the real reason for the notch was that the stamping 

machine required it to hold the tag in place during embossing. 

The point of the tag ultimately is to be left around the neck of a casualty, staying 

with the remains at all times. According the Library of Congress, during the Vi-

etnam War, “changes were made to the information on dog tags. The dog tags 

went from the earlier eight digits with their prefix to the current nine-day digit 

Social Security number. You could have both stamped on your tag if you wanted; 

but, from this point on, the Social Security number was the main identifying 

number.” 

Additionally, tags worn by the Marine Corps had a variety of additions including 

the size of their gas mask. A number of religions were added and full names were 

spelled out as well. 

Current dog tags still utilize a two-tag system, with one on a long a chain around 

the neck and one interlinked by a smaller chain. The point of this method is to 

have one that remains around the neck and another for the toe for the coroner’s 

purposes. 

Though the dog tag has remained largely unchanged since the Vietnam War, the 

Army is currently developing and testing several new dog tags known by various 

names including the soldier data tag, individually carried record, meditag, and 

the personal information carrier. 

The new dog tags will contain microchip or USB technology, which will hold a 

soldier’s medical and dental records, reported The New York Times. 
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The Veterans Council of St. Johns County is proud to           

announce that it has modernized its website and created        

a new Facebook page. 

We are inviting all veterans to visit our website at:                          

NEW  http://www.veteranscouncilsjc.org  

The Veterans Council will post items of interest to 

all veterans, post pictures, articles, flyers, events, 

etc.  We will post our meetings dates and keep 

you informed about events at the Jacksonville 

and St. Augustine National Cemeteries. 

      Please join our group on Facebook at:       

    VeteransCouncilofStJohnsCounty,FL 

 

           Please select Join the Group to become a member 

. 

Once you have joined the Veterans Council Facebook group you 

will be able to post your meetings, pictures, articles, fund raisers, 

etc. It will be your common site to go to and see what’s happening. 

The website and Facebook page were updated and created so 

that there would be a central place to list all veterans activities in 

NE FL. 

You may have noticed the Veterans Council’s new logo, it was cre-

ated by Roy Havekost and his web design company PageAuthors. 

The VC strongly recommends that you contact Roy, 904-287-6909, 

if you or your vet group wants to create a website or Facebook 

page. 

 

mailto:http://www.veteranscouncilofstjohns.org
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NEW INFO:  Ride in comfort to your ap-

pointments at the VA Medical Center in 

Gainesville.  

 

The van is provided by the Disabled Veterans Chapter 6, and leaves no 

later than 6AM from the new VA Clinic location at 195 Southpark Blvd. 

The corner of Southpark and Old Moultrie Road. 

 

To schedule your seat please contact the VA Clinic at 904-823-2954 and 

ask for Veteran Van Scheduling. 
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 400 N. Ponce de Leon Blvd.—St. Augustine, FL 32084-

3587 

     904-829-2201– fax 904-829-2020— 800-997-1961 

                                           www.herbiewiles.com 

   The House That Trust Built 

 

 

Please support our sponsors 
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 The Veterans Council of St. Johns County welcomes 

article submissions from all County Veterans & 

organizations. Articles should be of interest to all and 

veterans related. Submissions may be edited &/or 

shortened and used if space permits. 

Send to: mrothfeld@anyveteran.org 

Please send to: mrothfeld@anyveteran.org 

  
 
 

The Veterans Council of St. Johns County, Inc. is a        
Not For Profit Florida Corporation. 

 

Our formation date was July 4, 2001 in a proclamation 
issued by the St. Johns County Commissioners. It is 
composed of representatives of the various veterans' 
organizations within St. Johns County. 
 

The Veteran's Council will work with city and county 
governments and other local organizations to achieve 
the mutual goal to provide a central agency to assist in 
the coordination and presentation of matters concerning 
veterans and veterans activities in St. Johns County. 
 

The Veteran's Council will endeavor to precipitate, stim-
ulate and assist various organizations as they perform 
patriotic events. One of the major purposes is the pro-
motion and education of national patriotic matters. 
 

The St. Johns County Veterans Council meets the 

last Thursday of the month at 7 pm. 

 The Veterans Council will meet at the St. 

Johns County Health & Human Services 

Building, 200 San Sebastian View 

Muscovy Room, 1st floor 

Veterans Council of  St. Johns County,     

“Helping  All Veterans” 

Veterans Service Office 
 200 San Sebastian View, Suite 1400              

St. Augustine, FL 32084 

(physical location) 
The VSO Office is located in the St. Johns County Health and  

Human Services Building.  
 

The office is open from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. daily, 
Monday through Friday excluding holidays. 

  
 

Service is by appointment. 
Phone: 904-209-6160   Fax: 904-209-6161 

Joseph McDermott, SR VSO 

Rick Rees, Assistant VSO 

Tammy Shirley, Assistant VSO 

 

The views expressed in The Patriot Reader Newsletter articles, submissions and spotlights 

are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the views of the Veterans Council of 

St. Johns County or the editors of The Patriot Reader. It is the purpose of this periodical to 

share a variety of information that pertain to local veterans and their organizations.  

mailto:mrothfeld@anyveteran.org
mailto:mrothfeld@anyveteran.org

