
  

St. Johns County and the 

State of Florida continue to 

be the most veteran 

friendly of any state in the 

nation. 

 

Don’t forget to mark May 27 

on your calendar for our Me-

morial Day ceremony at St. 

Augustine National Ceme-

tery. Our program begins at 

10am. We can also use vol-

unteers on Sat. May 25 at 10 

am to place flags at 

all the headstones in the 

cemetery. 

 

Thank you for your service, 

Bill Dudley, Chairman    

Veterans Council of           

St. Johns County, Inc. 
 

 

 

Fellow veterans,. 

After many years of pursu-

ing a location to house our 

veterans in need of shelter, 

we now have a permanent 

facility to accommodate 

them. Veterans Village is 

now fully operational in the 

former Old Town Inn at 

427 Anastasia Blvd in St. 

Augustine. Our property, 

under the 

manage-

ment of 

Home 

Again St. 

Johns, 

Inc. and 

managed 

daily by Renee Morris, on 

site manager, has been re-

ceiving applications for the 

past month. We now have 

15 veterans who have ap-

plied for the 20 rooms that 

are available. Applications 

will be processed for these 

veterans which includes a 

background check and oth-

er criteria including a valid 

DD214. Renovations have 

already begun and many 

volunteers are showing up 

daily to help including vet-

erans from our Veterans 

Treatment Court. Several 

local businesses have of-

fered assistance with such 

things as paint, brushes, roll-

ers, and other materials. The 

next few months will be fo-

cused on a complete facelift 

to the exterior as well as 

room upgrades and a new 

sign out front with Veterans 

Village proudly displayed. 

There will be many changes 

forthcoming that will make 

this facility a credit to the 

community as well as provid-

ing shelter for our veterans in 

need.  

 

None of this would have been 

possible without the help of 

our elected officials. Our 

County Commissioners and 

County Administration has 

been 100% supportive. This 

week at the County Commis-

sion meeting, an allocation of 

$125,000 was granted by the 

County to help with opera-

tional costs. A big Bravo Zulu 

to County Commissioner Roy 

Alaimo for championing this 

grant. And of course, none of 

this would have been possible 

without the support of State 

Rep. Speaker Paul Renner 

and Rep. Cyndi Stevenson 

with the original $3 million 

grant to purchase the motel. 

    From Veterans Council Chairman Bill Dudley May 2024      Volume 14, Issue  5 
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The Veterans Council of St. Johns 

County meets on the last Thursday of 

the month, all are invited to attend.  

We meet at the County Health &    

Human Services Building, 200 San   Sebastian View, 

at 7 pm in the Muscovy room.     
  

Upcoming Speakers         

April 25 

Trish Doran, Military Liaison, Wekiva Springs Center 

Debbie Johnson, K9s United 

May 30 

Wendy Layton, Chapter Dir., Blue Star Families 

Dennis Graves, CJ 3 Foundation 

June 27 

Carey Picklesimer, CorpsStrength 

Angela Renner, VA,  Suicide Prevention Supervisor 

 

July 25 

Vicky Oakes, SJC Supervisor of Elections 

August 29 

Kim Simon, Director of  Programs, Yoga 4 Change 

 

 



3 

 

VETERANS COUNCIL OF ST. JOHNS COUNTY 

MINUTES OF GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

March 28, 2024 

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Dudley 

WELCOME AND OPENING REMARKS: Chairman Dudley 

PLEDGE: Chairman Dudley 

INVOCATION: Bill Jefferson, Chaplain  

INTRODUCTION OF NEW GUESTS: Chairman Dudley 

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: Minutes of last meeting conducted February 29, 2024, 

were presented by Chairman Dudley. Copies of the Minutes and Agenda are available on the 

sign-in table and were sent to members electronically by the Secretary. The minutes were 

approved by voice vote with no changes.  

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Mountcastle presented the Treasurer’s Report to the 

Council. As of February 28, 2024, the cash balance was $164,691.43. As of March 27, 2024, 

the balance is $164,267.75. Available cash totals $176,489.82. Treasurer Mountcastle went 

over the Treasurer’s Report, explaining funds for the Dudley Foundation and Money Market 

accounts. Details of the month’s expenses were also covered. The Treasurer asked if there 

were any questions regarding the Treasurer’s Report. The Report was approved by voice 

vote.  

 

SPEAKERS: 

CAPTAIN ED TURNER, EXEC. DIR., NATIONAL POW/MIA MEMORIAL & MU-

SEUM 

Capt. Turner spoke of the project of establishing a National Memorial for POW/MIA for all 

Branches of the Military. The Memorial and Museum will be at Cecil Field as there are al-

ready 14 Memorials for POW/MIA existing there. The City of Jacksonville donated twenty-

six acres of land for the establishment of the Memorial and Museum, including the Chapel  



4 

 

 

that is located at Cecil Field. Capt. Turner gave a thorough breakdown of the history and 

plans to build the Memorial and Museum, including a video providing information on 

POW/MIA’s. The floor was opened to questions and answers.  

BRANDON PATTY, ST. JOHNS COUNTY CLERK OF COURTS  

Mr. Patty gave his background and being elected to serve in office. He explained how the 

Clerk of Courts serves by retaining all the official documents of St. Johns County (SJC). He 

passed around the original book of discharge papers for residents of SJC that served in the 

Military. Mr. Patty gave a history of the function of the Clerk of Courts and their purpose 

for SJC accurate records. Records go back as far as the establishment of SJC in 1821. The 

Clerk’s Office is now recording DD214’s to help people who served obtain that information 

and more efficiently. The floor was open for questions and answers.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

VETERANS SERVICE OFFICE UPDATE, JOSEPH MCDERMOTT 

Mr. McDermott discussed two benefits available from the Veterans Administration, the Ser-

vice-Connected Compensation and Pension Benefit. He explained the difference between 

the two benefits. He spoke of the need when on the Pension Benefit that any income chang-

es must be reported to the VA to avoid an overpayment. The VA will check the reported in-

come of the Veterans each year. The VSO collaborates with the Veterans to get a waiver for 

the overpayment.  

There appears to be a better understanding of PACT ACT and the Veterans exposure to tox-

ins while serving. It is similar to the Veterans that have filed for exposure to Agent Orange. 

Mr. McDermott gave a breakdown of what is needed and expected to be able to file these 

disability claims.  

With the new Veteran Service Officers now staffed, the intake of Veterans is moving faster 

and more efficiently. Annual training will take place in May in Clearwater.  
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Mr. McDermott opened the floor to any questions regarding the Veterans Service Office.  

VETERANS TREATMENT COURT, JOHN LESLIE 

John Leslie introduced himself to those in attendance and explained the operations of the 

Veterans Treatment Court (VTC). The Treatment Court is starting the third month of its 

seventh year of operation. In that time VTC processed a total of 145 Veterans. A total of 91 

Veterans have graduated and moved on, 33 Veterans are currently inflow. There have been 21 

Veterans that have either timed-out or they were terminated for multiple reasons.  

Next court date is on the 5th of April and there will be three graduations on that day. Every-

one is invited to attend the VTC on April 5, 2024, starting at 10:00am. There is also a need 

for more mentors.  

Mr. Leslie opened the floor to any questions and answers regarding the VTC. 

 

OLD/NEW BUSINESS: 

Chairman Dudley discussed the acquisition of the Veterans Village and operation duties were 

taken over on March 16, 2024. There are two full-time employees, the manager of the facili-

ty during the day is Renee Morris. There will be twenty rooms available for Veterans to oc-

cupy and as of this date, ten rooms already have Veterans in them. They are “checked in” as a 

hotel guest because they still have to be vetted for Veterans coming into the system. There 

was a walk through the Veterans Village with the FDVA and a punch list was generated for 

fixes that have to be satisfied to the FDVA standards. Home Depot Managers have also done 

a walk through, and they offered to supply materials and labor to construct a privacy fence 

around the Veterans Village. Home Depot has asked that we prepare a “wish list” of needs and 

they will help with painting both inside and outside the building. They will provide lawn fur-

niture and picnic tables for the courtyard. Home Depot is very community-minded when it 

comes to helping Veterans in the State of Florida. The sign will be replaced soon to Veterans 

Village and will be lit at night. The fountain out front will be removed and an American Flag 

will be installed in that location and then around the periphery of that location, all the Ser 
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vice Flags will be flown. A request to the city has to be made to fly those flags so it will take 

a little longer to get those installed and they will also be lit at night.  

The new facility that will be built of SR 16 will have eight individual cottages with each cot-

tage housing two people. The Veterans Council met with Home Again St. Johns and selected 

the contractor that will be constructing the facility. Clearing for the facility will start around 

the 1st of April. Completion is hoped for around the end of the year.  

 

The floor was open to questions, answers and all others that had information to share with 

the Veterans Council.  

 

Next Veterans Council meeting will be held on Thursday, April 25th beginning at 7:00pm. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:40 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

William Dudley, Chairman  
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 Hotel purchased in St. Augustine to house veterans in need 

Twenty hotel rooms on Anastasia Island will become new homes for veter-

ans. 

Author: Jessica Clark, First Coast News 

 The ink is still drying on a real estate deal 

that will turn a hotel into homes for veterans 

in St. Augustine. 

It will be the first of its kind in St. Johns County. The Old Town Inn is less 

than a mile from the Bridge of Lions on Anastasia Island. 

"It’s badly needed," said Bill Dudley with the Veterans Council of St. 

Johns County Council.  

His organization has teamed up with the group Home Again St. Johns, 

which helps those in need of homes. 

Wednesday afternoon, the two groups bought the Old Town Inn.  All the 

money, $3 million, came from the Florida Department of Veterans Af-

fairs,  

The plan is to put veterans who are struggling with housing into the ho-

tel rooms. 

"We have about 38 veterans that are in need of supportive housing in St. 

Johns County. This will take care of 20 of them immediately. It’s turn-

key," Home Again St. Johns Board President Troy Blevins said.   

He noted that each veteran will have to pay a reduced price based on 

their income and benefits available. The veterans will also have to meet 

certain qualifications. 

"They have to volunteer to be in the program," Blevins noted. "They  
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have to pass a background check, they have to meet the criteria." 

Services will also help the veterans "get into the VA system, healthcare 

system, helping them with employment," Dudley explained.  

Blevins said this will not be a shelter, and there will be no deadline for 

the veterans to leave their motel homes. 

It will be for veterans who "have gone through a divorce, veterans that 

have had some PTSDE and lost a job, who are struggling. They’re living on 

a couch with their family or with a friend, or sometimes in a car. They are 

trying to et into a better situation." 

There are some people who are currently living at the Old Town Inn. 

Blevins said:  

"We're going to work with them. If they have veteran status and they 

qualify and they pass the background checks, then they'll be able to con-

tinue. Right now, they're on a week to week basis. But, with Home Again 

St. Johns doing what we do, we're going to help them find another facility 

and move with hem. That's part of the transition plan."  

Blevins added that because state money is paying for the hotel, and there 

is no mortgage, and the tenants will be paying a reduced price to stay 

there, "It’ll be self-sustaining. We’ll have to give it a little boost to stary, 

but it’ll be self sustaining at that point." 
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Home Again St. Johns 

Thank you to the St. Johns County Veterans Services office for donating 

this bicycle to a Veterans Village veteran. We hope to have full veteran oc-

cupancy by the first week of May. We are also working with those who are 

not veterans to find housing. 

 

Home Again St. Johns Board President Troy Blevins and Board Member 

Bill Dudley, also from the Veterans Council of St. Johns County, accepted 

Andy Aschom's donation from SJC Veterans Services. 

 

Together, we can change lives and end the cycle of homelessness and pov-

erty in St. Johns County. If you can help or need help, please call Home 

Again St. Johns at (904) 436-5382  
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St. Johns Housing Partnership 

Thank you so much to Florida Water Star for recognizing our efforts to 

make Patriot Place as energy—and water-efficient as possible. 

The other day we met with Bill Lazar of St. Johns Housing Partnership to 

give him the #FloridaWaterStar certificate for Patriot Place, a six apart-

ment Veterans' housing complex in St. Augustine, Florida. Thanks to EN-

ERGY STAR appliances, low flow toilets and water-conserving faucets 

and shower heads, the new residents will save money every month on 

their utility bills.  
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This is an updated flyer that includes the Presenters and                  

Pre-Registration information. 
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21 veterans visit Washington D.C. for fifth First Coast Honor Flight 

Twenty-one veterans came together for the fifth First Coast Honor Flight; 17 

veterans who served during the Vietnam War and four who served in               

the Korean War. 

Author: First Coast News (On Your Side)  

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — People lined the main terminal of the Jacksonville International 

Airport early Saturday morning to honor a group of veterans setting off to see memorials 

created in their honor at the nation's capital. 

Twenty-one local veterans came together for the First Coast Honor Flight; 17 Vietnam War 

veterans and four Korean War veterans. 

After landing in Washington D.C., veterans were greeted with music from a live orchestra. 

One Vietnam veteran who spoke with First Coast News said he is glad he is being recog-

nized decades after his service. 

"It was nice to get the appreciation," said David Torres, a Vietnam veteran. "Stuff we didn't 

get...stuff we didn't get when we got home," he said, holding back tears. 

The group was out early Saturday morning and will be back late Saturday night. 

The trip is completely free, allowing veterans the chance to visit the Vietnam Veterans Me-

morial and Arlington National Cemetery.  

Any veteran who has served in the U.S. military is eligible to participate in a First Coast 

Honor Flight.  

  

The next First Coast Honor Flight 

is scheduled for Sept. 21, 2024. 
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Jacksonville Naval Museum     

The Inaugural Gala Party “Bold Vigilance” aboard the USS Orleck Naval Ship 

promises to be a memorable event set against the historic backdrop of the 

ship’s storied past!  

Here are some details about the event: 

When: May 18th  

Time: 6:00 PM to 10:00 PM 

Location: USS Orleck Naval Ship  

Sponsorship: Interested parties can become sponsors by reaching out to 

Events@JaxNavalMuseum.org. 

Resort Casual for Dress: Embrace the relaxed atmosphere with a casual dress. 

Please no “High Heels” 

Explore the decks of the US Orleck Naval Ship, a symbol of naval history and 

service. Enjoy panoramic views of the waterfront as you mingle, enjoy local 

drinks, apps, and silent auction. 

For more information, please feel free to reach out to 

Events@jaxnavalmuseum.org 

mailto:Events@JaxNavalMuseum.org.
mailto:Events@jaxnavalmuseum.org
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All are invited to join us as we pay our respects and honor 

our Veterans for the sacrifices they have made for all of us. 

Memorial Day Ceremony, Monday, 10am, May 27. 

Volunteers needed at 10am on Saturday, May 25 to place 

flags on all the headstones. 
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St. Augustine’s Patriot Place wins gold by                                  

Florida Green Building Coalition 

Patriot Place earns gold certification for under the                 

Coalition's Homes Standard 

Lucia Viti, St. Augustine Record 

Florida’s Green Building Coalition (FGBC) awarded St. Au-

gustine's Patriot Place, a housing community for at-risk vet-

erans, a gold certification under the Coalition’s Homes 

Standard. 

Located at 79 Masters Drive, the six-unit apartment community offers one-bedroom apart-

ments to veterans at 30% of the market value, with the balance subsidized by the St. Johns 

Housing Partnership (SJHP). In addition to safe, clean, and affordable housing, veterans can 

work with UF Health St. Johns social health programs and UF Health St. Johns Care Con-

nect+ for resources inclusive of food pantries, counseling, workplace readiness and trans-

portation. 

The green building practices addressed FGBC’s criteria of energy performance; water con-

servation; site conservation; health, air quality and moisture materials; and disaster mitiga-

tion. 

As Florida’s leading certifier of green projects, FGBC’s Certification Program tailors its car-

bon-reducing green building standards to the state’s climate, allowing builders, developers, 

and communities to meet green building standards while building properties suited to sus-

tain Florida’s ecosystem. 

Bill Lazar, SJHP’s executive director, described Patriot Place as an example of what happens 

when the public and private sectors work together. 

“I congratulate the partners, donors and supporters that made Patriot Place a reality for an 

at-risk segment of our community,” he said in a press release. “Affordable housing must be 

sustainable in terms of affordability and debt along with building performance and long-

term maintenance.” 
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Bill Kachman, FGBC’s president, noted the homes are built on a "beautiful infill lot with an 

incredible live oak for them to sit and relax under.” 

“To be involved means so much knowing that Patriot Place will house at-risk or homeless 

veterans, — after everything they’ve done for our country.” 

Founded in 1996, the SJHP provides low- to moderate-income housing solutions by work-

ing with the public and private sectors to rebuild neglected homes and revitalize neighbor-

hoods in disadvantaged areas. 

Touting a million-dollar price tag, Patriot Place became a reality through MountainStar Part-

ners, SJHP, and St. Johns County. MountainStar Partners committed over $500,000 for the 

land acquisition and construction costs. Bryan McCloskey served as the architect with con-

struction completed by Robert Marshall of World Island Builders. 

The news released underscored that Patriot Place was the first density credit exchange for 

low-income housing. Ameris Bank financed the construction. 

Additional funds, materials and time were provided by The Northeast Florida Association of 

Realtors; Bo Strange, owner of Lovely Loo; the Snodgrass Family Foundation; The Home 

Depot Store # 6334; Eagle Scout Michael Korfhage; Boy Scout Troup 243; the University of 

Florida IFAS Master Gardeners; and FGBC certifying agents Kachman and Ralph Locke, 

military veterans who waived their fee and volunteered their time. Everybody So-

lar, JinkoSolar and Synergy Solar donated the solar panels. 

The concept for Patriot Place was conceived by Suzanne Konchan, the county’s former De-

velopment Services director. County Commissioners Roy Alaimo and Henry Dean helped 

Patriot Place become reality. 
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June 6th, 2024 will mark the 80th anniversary of the         

D-Day landings along the Normandy coast                         

during World War II. 

June 6th, 1944: More than 150,000 Al-

lied troops land on the beaches of Nor-

mandy, France, as part of the largest sea-

borne invasion in history. Known as "D-

Day," the name and date loom large in 

the memory of World War II—perhaps 

second only to December 7th, 1941. These two dates stand on opposite ends of 

American involvement in the war, and their meaning could not be more different. 

D-Day put the Allies on a decisive path toward victory. Beginning with the Nor-

mandy beaches, they pushed back against Axis forces until Germany was forced to 

surrender less than a year later. Their achievements were not accomplished with-

out tremendous sacrifice, however, as the Normandy invasion resulted in over 

6,000 American casualties. 

On 6th June 1944, and during the long summer which followed, soldiers from the 

world over came to fight in Normandy to defeat Nazism and to re-establish Free-

dom. Normandy will bear the scars of the moment in history forever, and every 

year we remember and pay tribute to the veterans from America, Britain, Canada, 

Belgium, Denmark, Holland, Norway, Poland, Australia, France and their brothers 

in arms, to those many heroes who lost their lives here during that summer, and 

are at rest in the cemeteries to be found throughout the area. It is often forgotten 

that the people of Normandy also paid a heavy price in those terrible battles. Each 

anniversary year is the occasion to pay tribute to the fallen and to the veterans 

who will come to attend the commemorative events and celebrations organized in 

Normandy. Lest we forget. 
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80TH ANNIVERSARY OF D-DAY COMMEMORATIONS   

The 80th Anniversary of D-Day will be observed in a special ceremony at the    

National D-Day Memorial in Bedford, Virginia at 11am on June 6th. 

Program highlights include recognition of D-Day and World War II veterans, guest 

speakers, music, and more. Representatives from each of the Allied nations and 

military personnel will take part. 

To commemorate the 80th anniversary of D-Day—a day now known as the great-

est amphibious landing in history—the National WWII Museum will explore 

the epic battle through events on Thursday, June 6, and Friday, June 7, 2024, on its 

campus in New Orleans. 

The Tampa History Center will also be commemorating the 80th Anniversary 

of D Day, info@tampabayhistorycenter.org  

 

mailto:info@tampabayhistorycenter.org
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The Florida Department of Veterans' Affairs 

   Nominations are open for the Class of 2024 Flori-

da Veterans' Hall of Fame. If you know a Veteran 

who has made a significant civic, business or public 

service contribution to our state, nominate them to-

day. Information & nomination forms available at: 

https://bit.ly/3IAgPP7  

mailto:https://bit.ly/3IAgPP7
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27th Infantry Brigade Combat Team    

41 million men and women have 

served in the Armed Forces. 3,517 

have been awarded the Medal of 

Honor for service “above and be-

yond the call of duty.” 11 are part of the 27th Infantry Brigade 

Combat Team lineage. On the 2024 National Medal of Honor 

Day, we remember and honor their sacrifices. 

The Medal of Honor is our nation’s highest military award for 

valor, “conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity” in the face of 

battle. 

The stories of the 27th’s recipients reinforce the importance of 

embracing and living our Army values and the Warrior Ethos: 

“I will always place the mission first. I will never accept de-

feat. I will never quit. I will never leave a fallen comrade.” 

We hope you read them. 

Pvt. Michael Valente, Company. D, 107th Infantry, 27th Divi-

sion, WWI (www.cmohs.org/recipients/michael-valente) 

Pfc. Frank J. Gaffney, Company G, 108th Infantry, 27th Divi-

sion, WWI (www.cmohs.org/recipients/frank-j-gaffney) 

Pfc. Alejandro R. Ruiz, 1st Platoon, Company A, 1st Battalion, 

165th Infantry, 27th Infantry Division, WWII 

(www.cmohs.org/recipients/alejandro-r-ruiz) 

Sgt. John C. Latham, 3d Platoon, Machine Gun Company, 107th 

http://www.cmohs.org/recipients/michael-valente
http://www.cmohs.org/recipients/frank-j-gaffney
http://www.cmohs.org/recipients/alejandro-r-ruiz)
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Infantry, 27th Division, WWI 

(www.cmohs.org/recipients/john-c-

latham) 

Cpl. Thomas E. O’Shea, 3d Platoon, Ma-

chine Gun Company, 107th  Infantry, 27th Division, WWI 

(www.cmohs.org/recipients/thomas-e-oshea) 

Sgt. Thomas A. Baker, Company A, 105th Infantry, 27th Infantry 

Division, WWII (www.cmohs.org/recipients/thomas-a-baker-

jr) 

Sgt. Allan L. Eggers, 3d Platoon, Machine Gun Company, 107th 

Infantry, 27th Division, WWI (www.cmohs.org/recipients/

alan-l-eggers) 

Sgt. Reidar Waaler, Company A, 105th Machine-Gun Battalion, 

27th Division, WWI (www.cmohs.org/recipients/reidar-

waaler) 

1st. Lt. William B. Turner, Company M, 105th Infantry, 27th Di-

vision, WWI (www.cmohs.org/recipients/william-b-turner) 

Capt. Benjamin L. Salomon, 2nd Battalion, 105th Infantry Regi-

ment, 27th Infantry Division, WWII (www.cmohs.org/

recipients/benjamin-l-salomon) 

Lt. Col. William J. O’Brien, 1st Battalion, 105th Infantry, 27th 

Infantry Division, WWII (www.cmohs.org/recipients/william

-j-obrien) 

#MedalofHonor #MedalofHonorDay #27IBCT #NationalGuard  

http://www.cmohs.org/recipients/john-c-latham
http://www.cmohs.org/recipients/john-c-latham
http://www.cmohs.org/recipients/thomas-e-oshea
http://www.cmohs.org/recipients/thomas-a-baker-jr
http://www.cmohs.org/recipients/thomas-a-baker-jr
http://www.cmohs.org/recipients/alan-l-eggers
http://www.cmohs.org/recipients/alan-l-eggers
http://www.cmohs.org/recipients/william-b-turner
http://www.cmohs.org/recipients/benjamin-l-salomon
http://www.cmohs.org/recipients/benjamin-l-salomon
http://www.cmohs.org/recipients/william-j-obrien
http://www.cmohs.org/recipients/william-j-obrien
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FSCJ Earns Military Friendly Gold Status for Second Year 

by Kelly Thurlow 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. – Florida State College at Jacksonville 

(FSCJ) was once again named a Military Friendly® School 

with a “Gold” ranking for 2024-25, in recognition of leading 

practices, outcomes and effective programs for student veterans. This is the second year in 

a row the College has received this designation. 

Postsecondary schools across the country were evaluated using public data sources and 

their responses to a survey. More than 1,800 schools participated in the 2024-25 survey, 

with 537 earning special awards for going above the standard. 

Final ratings were determined by combining each institution’s survey responses with an as-

sessment of their ability to meet thresholds for student retention, graduation, job place-

ment, loan repayment, persistence (degree advancement or transfer) and loan default rates 

for all students, specifically for student veterans. 

“FSCJ is proud to be recognized as a gold-level Military Friendly School again for the sec-

ond year in a row,” said College President Dr. John Avendano. “Our faculty and staff consid-

er it a privilege to walk alongside active-duty and veteran students, helping them to 

achieve their goals through higher education. We are grateful for their service and sacrific-

es, so it’s our honor to help them succeed in any way we can.” 

The Military and Veteran Services department is the principal advocate at FSCJ for active 

military, veterans, military spouses and dependents, ensuring their unique needs are met. 

The staff serve as a connection to educational, financial and support resources to help these 

students be successful in their academic, professional and personal pursuits. Learn more 

about FSCJ’s services for active-duty military, veterans, military spouses and dependents 

here: https://www.fscj.edu/military-veterans. To view the list of Military Friendly 

schools, visit https://www.militaryfriendly.com/schools/.  
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Dr. Mary Edwards Walker 

Medal of Honor recipient  

Though not a commissioned officer, and after being 

denied a position in the Union Army during the Civ-

il War, Dr. Mary Edwards Walker is the only woman 

to have received a Medal of Honor. She served as the 

first female surgeon in the U.S. Army, serving along-

side Union forces. She was a prisoner of war after 

crossing enemy lines. Known for her unconventional 

attire after the war, she was an avid fighter for wom-

en’s rights and women’s dress reform, being fre-

quently arrested for wearing men’s clothes: “I don’t 

wear men’s clothes, I wear my own clothes.”  
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Pictures from Kathy Church, Support Committee           

Jacksonville National Cemetery on March 29, 2024, 

Vietnam Veterans Day 
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Historic Forts in Florida  

Dreaming of a bucket list trip to Dry Tortugas Na-

tional Park in the Florida Keys? Historic Fort Jeffer-

son is an amazing fort built in the 1800s, the islands 

are beautiful and surrounded by crystal clear blue wa-

ter and teeming with wildlife. However, it’s a very 

expensive, remote, full-day trip with a long ferry ride. Plus, a trip to Key 

West itself is costly and far away for many Floridians.  

Instead, here are some great alternatives which might be closer to home, 

easier on the budget, and less challenging to get to!  

(Fernandina Beach, near Jacksonville) - This is a fantastic fort to wander 

around. Right on the beach, the park also offers nature trails, beaches, 

snorkeling, and camping. [picture 2] 

(Tampa Bay Area) - Enjoy the historic fort, a lighthouse, and beautiful 

clear blue water for snorkeling. You can only access this park by boat, 

making it a good remote island experience. [pic 3] 

(Tampa Bay Area) - A favorite park in Tampa Bay, this park is amazing for 

a beach day, checking out the trails, and exploring the historic fort. [pic 

4] 

(St. Augustine) - This big fort is even older than Fort Jefferson, dating 

back to the late 1600s. This is a super accessible fort, located right in the 

heart of St. Augustine. [pic 5] 

 (outside St. Augustine) While visiting St. Augustine, don’t miss Fort Ma-

tanzas, just south of the city. It is completely free and even includes a 
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short ferry ride to get to the fort. [pic 6] 

(Key West) - If you’re in Key West but can’t make it to Dry Tortugas, this 

fort is a good alternative. It has some similar architecture and was built 

around the same time. This park also has one of the best beaches in Key 

West. [pic 7] 

(Pensacola) - Fort Pickens, located inside Gulf Islands National Seashore, 

enjoy the beautiful architecture and history at this large fort. 

 

 

 

   

 

 

           (2)                                        (3)                                    (4) 

 

 

  

 

 

 

             (5)                                   (6)                               (7)  
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Saint Augustine Historical Society - Oldest House         

Museum  Complex is in Saint Augustine. 

 St. Augustine: A General’s Winter Haven 

Born into a prominent family in Jacksonville, Illinois with strong 

ancestral ties to the state of Kentucky and the young nation it-

self, Martin Davis Hardin graduated from West Point in 1859. 

During his illustrious military career, Hardin eventually rose to the rank of Brigadier 

General in the United States Army during the Civil War. He fought gallantly at Malvern 

Hill, Second Bull Run, Bristoe Station, Mine Run, Gettysburg, and in many more piv-

otal battles. He suffered at least four major battle wounds, two of which nearly cost 

him his life and led to his left arm being amputated. Hardin was not only a soldier, but 

a practicing attorney as well as military historian that later became a long-term, promi-

nent winter resident of St. Augustine. 

Augustine. 

Beginning in the early 1880s, Hardin and his first wife Estelle travelled south for the 

winter for their health. Hardin contracted malaria in 1862 during the Peninsula Cam-

paign, and Estelle suffered from tuberculosis. In 1885, General Hardin and Estelle be-

gan renting the Tovar House at 22 St. Francis Street for fifteen dollars a month. Shortly 

thereafter, General Hardin’s health vastly improved. Hardin thus decided to make the 

most out his winter vacations in St. Augustine. 

 

READ THE ENTIRE BLOG POST HERE: https://staughs.com/victorian-st-augustine-a-

generals.../ 

#staugustinehistoricalsociety #victorian #staugustine #florida #tovarhouse 

#historichouse #saintaugustine #1800s #history #floridahistory #gildedage 

#ushistory #henryflagler #lovefl 

https://staughs.com/victorian-st-augustine-a-generals.../
https://staughs.com/victorian-st-augustine-a-generals.../
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 National League of POW/MIA Families 

Hello everyone! 

The League is always seeking out photos of POW/MIA 

flags, monuments, Missing Man Honors Tables, POW/MIA 

empty chairs, etc. from your community to feature on our 

social media pages and website.  

Sharing with us is easy, just message your photos to our 

email - 

nationalleague@pow-miafamiles.org 

With your full name as well as a brief description of when & where the photo 

was taken. 

mailto:nationalleague@pow-miafamiles.org
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Flagler County Veteran of the Week: Susanne Kerper 

Kerper enlisted in the U.S. Air Force in 1968 as an administrative specialist. 

By David Lydon, Flagler County Veterans Services Officer 

Branch of Military: U.S. Air Force 

Dates of Service: 1968-1972 

Rank / Occupation: Sergeant / Administration Specialist 

Hometown: Norristown, Pennsylvania         

Susanne Kerper lives in Bunnell.   

Susanne Kerper enlisted in the U.S. Air Force as an administrative specialist. She was 

assigned to Shepard Air Force Base, Texas; Kadena Air Base, Okinawa, Japan; and Ells-

worth Air Force Base, South Dakota, where she supervised the administrative staff for 

the commander of the 66th Strategic Missile Squadron, Strategic Air Command. 

While in the Air Force, she met and married her late husband Julius, who everyone, 

including her, called “Abe”, due to his renowned honesty. Kerper received an honora-

ble discharge and earned the National Defense Service Medal. She is past vice com-

mander of American Legion Post 248 in Pennsylvania. While liv-

ing in Pennsylvania she helped establish a foster grandparents 

program. Kerper and her husband moved to Florida and raised 

two daughters and a son in St. Augustine, while she worked as an 

accountant and office manager for the largest real estate company 

in the region. 

When the kids were grown Kerper and her husband relocated to 

the Smokey Mountains in North Carolina, where she worked as a 

government contractor for the Internal Revenue Service. Kerper’s husband Abe 

passed away three years ago, and she then moved to Bunnell to be nearer to her chil-

dren. She spends her time making quilts and caring for her two beloved cats. 
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U.S. Navy  

As we close out the month of March, the U.S. Navy continues to celebrate the 

trailblazing pioneers who paved the way for more than 134,000 women serving in 

our Navy today in honor of #WomensHistoryMonth. The Navy’s goal is to em-

power women from the moment they walk in the door at their local recruiting 

station, and to continue to empower them through the end of their first service 

obligation, all along the way to what we hope will be a full career. 
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Submarine Force Museum Association,         

   Home of the USS Nautilus   

In the summer of 1923, while serving as Commander, Submarine Divi-

sion Three, Captain Ernest J. King proposed that the Navy create a war-

fare insignia device for qualified submariners. The insignia came to be 

known as dolphins or fish and is one of the Navy’s oldest warfare-devices. 

The hard-earned badge distinguishes and identifies the members of the 

submarine community and has since become a source of pride for the si-

lent service.  

Not only did King propose the idea for the submarine warfare device, but 

he also submitted the initial design. The final design of the device was ap-

proved for wear March 24, 1924. The dolphins depicted on the insignia 

are actually dolphinfish, or mahi-mahi. 
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Burials and Memorials 

VA honors the service and sacrifice of Veterans and their family members. 

How to Apply 

To find out in advance if a Veteran or family member is eligible for burial in a 

VA national cemetery, click “Apply for Pre-Need Burial Eligibility” to fill out 

and submit the application. 

Apply for Pre-Need Burial Eligibility 

If pre-need eligibility has not been determined, upon the death of the Veteran 

or his or her spouse or dependent (also called the time of need), family mem-

bers should locate the Veteran’s DD-214 or other discharge papers if readily 

available and click “Schedule a Burial” to begin the process. Then make ar-

rangements with a funeral home, National Cemetery Scheduling Office, or di-

rectly with a VA national cemetery. 

 

VA Memorial Benefits 

VA takes special care to pay lasting tribute to the memory of Veterans who 

served and sacrificed and that of their families. VA meticulously maintains 155 

VA national cemeteries in 44 states and Puerto Rico and is working to increase 

access to accommodate Veterans and eligible family members close to home. 

Currently, more than 94 percent of Veterans have a burial option in an open VA, 

state or tribal veterans cemetery located within 75 miles of their home. 

Note that most if not all of these benefits may be provided for Veterans who are 

interred in a State, Territorial or Tribal Veterans cemetery. Check with the cem-

etery to ensure coverage. Some benefits are also available for Veterans who 

choose burial in a private cemetery. 

Veterans with a qualifying discharge are entitled to VA burial benefits. Spouses 

and dependent children are eligible too, even if they predecease the Veteran. 
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The following burial benefits may be provided: 

Burial in a VA national cemetery 

Opening and closing of the grave for burial of casketed or cremated re-

mains, or placement of cremated remains in an above-ground vault, also 

called a columbarium 

A government furnished grave liner 

Perpetual care of the gravesite 

A headstone or marker with an inscription 

A burial flag 

A Presidential Memorial Certificate 

A dedicated memorial page on the Veterans Legacy Memorial site where 

friends and family can upload photos and remembrances 

Burial in a private cemetery 

A government headstone, marker, or medallion 

A burial flag 

A Presidential Memorial Certificate 

Some survivors may also be entitled to VA burial allowances as partial reim-

bursement for the costs of funerals and burials for eligible Veterans 

Please note that gravesites in a VA national cemetery cannot be reserved in 

advance. To prepare for a private cemetery burial, VA suggests fami-

lies review these questions and complete required forms in advance. 

VA Requirements 

Discharge papers to establish your eligibility for burial services 
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Vietnam Veterans Day at Silver Creek 

On Friday, March 29 Silver Creek invited VVA 1084 President Bill Jef-

ferson to Silver Creek to pin and honor Vietnam Veterans living at Sil-

ver Creek. 

BG Richard Capps was honored and spoke about honor and service 

of those Vietnam veterans who returned and to never forget the sac-

rifice of those Vietnam veterans who did not return. 
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Skip the trip: More military ID cardholders can now renew online 

By Karen Jowers, from the Military Times 

  

Most retirees and family members living 

within the United States are now eligible 

for online renewal of their Uniformed 

Services Identification card. Pictured 

here, the ID Card office at Wright-

Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio. (Wesley 

Farnsworth/Air Force) 

About 1 million people with Uniformed Services Identification cards are now eligible 

to renew their ID cards online, rather than visiting an office in person. 

Most USID cardholders — including military retirees, reservists, spouses and depend-

ents of U.S. service members — can file their requests online and receive new IDs by 

mail, defense officials said Jan. 16. The move expands a pilot program that began in 

February 2023 to allow uniformed sponsors with a common access card to request 

online renewals of USID cards. 

The IDs are used to enter Defense Department facilities and to access benefits like 

health care. 

DOD issues about 4.5 million ID cards each year, about 2.5 million of which are USID 

cards. Of those, around 1 million USIDs are eligible for online renewal. 

For now, online renewal is limited to those who live in the United States, but officials 

are working to expand it to non-U.S. addresses as well. People whose IDs have expired 

and those seeking their first ID card are also ineligible for online services. 

Allowing more beneficiaries to renew their IDs online frees up the pass and ID offices 

for active duty military and civilian government employees who need to apply for or  
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renew a CAC, officials said. 

To request an online renewal, the sponsor must be able to log into the ID Card Office 

Online as a CAC holder or have a DOD Self-Service Logon username and password. 

Make sure to read the instructions on how to set up a DS Logon account when creating 

a new profile. Sponsors will request the renewal by clicking the “Family ID Cards” tab 

on the ID Card Office Online landing page. 

According to DOD, other requirements include: 

The USID card being renewed must be active, not expired. Children are eligible for 

online USID renewal if they have an active USID card. 

The sponsor and the cardholder must have email addresses listed in the Defense En-

rollment Eligibility Reporting System (DEERS). You can check your data in DEERS to 

make sure it’s up to date. 

The cardholder must have a photo saved in DEERS that was taken within the last 12 

years. 

The cardholder must have a current U.S. address in DEERS. Cards can’t be mailed to 

P.O. boxes. 

Once the request is processed, a new card will be created and mailed to the card recip-

ient at the address listed in DEERS. The sponsor and the cardholder will receive an 

email once the card is shipped, directing the sponsor to acknowledge when they’ve re-

ceived the card. Once the sponsor acknowledges receipt, the new USID card will be 

activated and the old one will be deactivated. 

The deactivated card should be returned to the government, to the nearest Real-Time 

Automated Personnel Identification System (RAPIDS) site, or mailed to: DMDC-DSC, 

Attn: USID Card Returns, 2102 E. 21st Street N, Wichita, KS 67214. 
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New payment amounts in January, after the 3.2% COLA increase.  
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Explore VA benefits and health care,  https://www.va.gov   

Health care 

Apply for VA health care, find out how to access ser-

vices, and manage your health and benefits online. 

Disability 

File a claim for disability compensation for conditions related to your 

military service, and manage your benefits over time. 

Education and training 

Apply for and manage your GI Bill and other education benefits to help 

pay for college and training programs. 

Careers and employment 

Apply for vocational rehabilitation services, get support for your Veteran-

owned small business, and access other career resources. 

Pension 

Apply for monthly payments for wartime Veterans and survivors with 

limited or no income who meet certain age and disability requirements. 

Housing assistance 

Find out if you're eligible for a VA-backed home loan. If you have a ser-

vice-connected disability, see if you qualify for a housing grant to help 

you live more independently. 

https://www.va.gov
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Life insurance 

Explore VA life insurance options for Veterans, service members, and 

families. Manage your policy online, file claims for benefits, and access 

helpful resources. 

Burials and memorials 

Get help planning a burial in a VA national cemetery, order a headstone or 

other memorial item to honor a Veteran's service, and apply for survivor 

and dependent benefits. 

Records 

Apply for a printed Veteran ID card, get your VA benefit letters and medi-

cal records, and learn how to apply for a discharge upgrade. 

Service member benefits 

Find out what benefits you may be eligible for during service and which 

time-sensitive benefits to consider when separating or retiring. 

Family member benefits 

Learn about the benefits you may qualify for as a spouse, dependent, or 

survivor. And find out what you're eligible for as a family member caring 

for a Veteran with disabilities. 

VA department information 

Learn more about the VA departments that manage our benefit and health 

care 
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Are You eligible to file for benefits based on Presumptive Exposure? 

Were you exposed to hazardous materials while serving in the military, such as from Agent Or-

ange or burn pits? Did you serve in Vietnam, Thailand or Southwest Asia? If so, you may be eligible to 

file for service-connected benefits based on presumptive exposure. 

Over the course of the last six months, VA has begun processing service-connected disability claims for 

six new presumptive conditions related to exposure to hazardous materials. 

In May 2021, VA started implementing provisions of the William M. Thornberry National Defense Au-

thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (NDAA), adding bladder cancer, hypothyroidism and Parkinsonism 

to the list of medical conditions presumptively associated with exposure to Agent Orange. A few 

months later, VA added asthma, rhinitis and sinusitis (to include rhinosinusitis) on a presumptive basis 

based on particulate matter exposures during military service in Southwest Asia and certain other areas. 

Any Veteran who was previously denied service-connection for any of these six conditions but had 

symptoms manifest within 10 years of military service would need to file another claim. Be sure to 

use VA Form 20-0995, “Decision Review Request: Supplemental Claim” when filing. The claim form 

should include the name of the medical condition and also specify that the medical condition is being 

claimed due to in-service exposure to environmental hazards. 

VA is committed to assisting Veterans who may have been exposed to hazardous materials during their 

military service. 

Be sure to stay plugged in to www.va.gov for the most recent developments around environmental haz-

ards; VA is constantly conducting research and surveillance, as well as reviewing scientific literature for 

conditions that may be related to exposure during military service. 

If you feel you have a chronic condition attributed to an in-service exposure, we highly encourage you 

to file a claim. For more in-

formation about VA benefits 

and eligibility, or how to file a 

claim, Veterans and survivors 

can visit VA’s website 

at www.va.gov or call toll-

free at 1-800-827-1000. 



79 



80 

 

Vietnam Veterans of America 

If you are a Vietnam Era Veteran and live in one of 

these counties, please contact the President for in-

formation as to how to join 

                           Chapter/President/email/Location 

1046   Albert White                                                             

1048   Bob Adkins      adk123robert@outlook.com  

1059   Dave Treffinger     dtreffinger433@msn.com    

1084   Bill Jefferson             bill_jefferson@comcast.net   

1088   Roy (Corky) Rudd           corkstopper50@yahoo.com; Nassau 

1092   Forest Hope                       foresthope@usa.net; Gainesville 

1134   Marvin Lagle                     mdlagle@gmail.com; Baker  

Veterans Council of Clay 

County: 

President: Ansil Lewis 

Meeting day is the same, first 

Wednesday of the month, but 

the location is changed to Clay 

County Administration Build-

ing, 1st floor conference 

room, 477 Houston St., Green 

Cove Springs, FL 32043. 

Meeting start at 11 a.m. 



81 

  



82 

  



83 

 

Veterans Councils of Northeast Florida  

      BAKER COUNTY  

      President: Larry Porterfield  

      Meetings: 

      Second Thursday of each month  

      Location:  

      MacClenny Primitive Baptist Church  

      Fellowship Hall on North Boulevard  

                 Time : 1800 (6pm)  

 

CLAY COUNTY     DUVAL COUNTY     

President: Harry Silvers     President  

Meetings:      Meetings: 

First Wednesday of each month    Third Tuesday of each month 

Location:      Location: 

American Legion Post 250    American Legion Post 37 

3939 County Rd 218     Main Building 

Middleburg, FL 32068      San Juan Avenue   

Time: 1400 (2pm)     Tome: 1900 (7 pm) 

 

NASSAU COUNTY     St. Johns County 

President: Mike Doran     President: Bill Dudley 

Meetings:      Meetings: 

First Thursday of each month    Last Thursday of each month 

Location:      Location:  

American Legion Post 54    Health & Human Services building 

626 South 3rd St     Muscovy room, 1st floor 

Fernandina Beach fit 32034    200 San Sebastian View, St. Augustine 

Time: 1900 (7pm)     Time: 1900 (7pm) 
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The Veterans Council of St. Johns County is proud to           

announce that it has modernized its website and created        

a Facebook page. 

We are inviting all veterans to visit our website at:                          

NEW  http://www.veteranscouncilsjc.org  

The Veterans Council will post items of interest to 

all veterans, post pictures, articles, flyers, events, 

etc.  We will post our meetings dates and keep 

you informed about events at the Jacksonville 

and St. Augustine National Cemeteries. 

          Please join our group on Facebook at:       

                http://veteranscouncilsjc.org  

 

           Please select Join the Group to become a member 

. 

Once you have joined the Veterans Council Facebook group you 

will be able to post your meetings, pictures, articles, fund raisers, 

etc. It will be your common site to go to and see what’s happening. 

The website and Facebook page were updated and created so 

that there would be a central place to list all veterans activities in 

NE FL. 

You may have noticed the Veterans Council’s new logo, it was 

created by Roy Havekost. 

He can be contacted at webmaster@veteranscouncilsjc.org 

 

 

mailto:http://www.veteranscouncilofstjohns.org
http://veteranscouncilsjc.org
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 The Veterans Council of St. Johns County welcomes 

article submissions from all County Veterans & 

organizations. Articles should be of interest to all and 

veterans related. Submissions may be edited &/or 

shortened and used if space permits. 

Send to:  rothfeldm@gmail.com  

  
 
 

The Veterans Council of St. Johns County, Inc. is a        
Not For Profit Florida Corporation. 

 

Our formation date was July 4, 2001 in a proclamation 
issued by the St. Johns County Commissioners. It is 
composed of representatives of the various veterans' 
organizations within St. Johns County. 
 

The Veteran's Council will work with city and county 
governments and other local organizations to achieve 
the mutual goal to provide a central agency to assist in 
the coordination and presentation of matters concerning 
veterans and veterans activities in St. Johns County. 
 

The Veteran's Council will endeavor to precipitate, stim-
ulate and assist various organizations as they perform 
patriotic events. One of the major purposes is the pro-
motion and education of national patriotic matters. 
 

The St. Johns County Veterans Council meets the 

last Thursday of the month at 7 pm. 

 The Veterans Council will meet at the Coun-

ty Health & Human Services Building,       

200 San Sebastian View 

Auditorium, 1st floor 

Veterans Council of  St. Johns County,     

“Helping  All Veterans” 

Veterans Service Office 
 200 San Sebastian View, Suite 1400         

St. Augustine, FL 32084 

(physical location) 
The VSO Office is located in the St. Johns County Health and  

Human Services Building.  
 

The office is open from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. daily, 
Monday through Friday excluding holidays. 

  

Service is by appointment. 
Phone: 904-209-6160   Fax: 904-209-6161 

 

 Joseph D. McDermott  Director 

Lori Chapman  Assistant VSO 

Andrew Ashcom Assistant VSO 

Shauna Holton Assistant VSO 

April Manner Office Specialist 

The views expressed in The Patriot Reader Newsletter articles, submissions and spotlights 

are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the views of the Veterans Council of 

St. Johns County or the editors of The Patriot Reader. It is the purpose of this periodical to 

share a variety of information that pertain to local veterans and their organizations.  


