
  

 

Guard. As in the past 

years, we will honor all 

veterans who have passed 

away over the past year 

by the reading of their 

names and the ringing of 

the bell. On Friday, May 

26 at 1 PM, we will place 

flags at each of the head-

stones in the cemetery. 

We are soliciting volun-

teers to assist with the 

placing of the flags on 

Friday.  

Thank you for your ser-

vice. 

 

Bill Dudley 

Chairman 

Veterans Council of St. 

Johns County, Inc  

 

  

Fellow Veterans, 

 

There are several up-

coming events in the 

next few weeks that our 

Veterans Council is en-

gaged with and will play 

an important role in 

each of the upcoming 

events. On Sunday, Apr. 

30 at 2 PM, St. Josephs 

Academy will present 

their Legacy Project an-

nual edition of the book 

they have prepared over 

the school term from 

interviews conducted 

with local veterans. This 

is an awesome collec-

tion of stories and expe-

riences collected from 

interviews collected by 

SJA students with local 

veterans. It is worth a 

couple hours of your 

time to come and hear 

about these veterans’ 

stories from the inter-

views conducted by 

these students.  

 

 

The local Military Offic-

ers Assoc of America, An-

cient City Chapter will 

host the Florida State 

Convention in St. Augus-

tine on May 19-21 at the 

Renaissance Resort at the 

World Golf Village. The 

Veteran’s Council is sup-

porting MOAA-ACC in 

hosting this very im-

portant annual event here 

in the old city. Proceeds 

from the convention will 

go to local JROTC pro-

grams and to homeless 

veterans through the Vet-

erans Council.  

 

On May 29,2023 MOAA-

ACC and the Veterans 

Council will again con-

duct a Memorial Day ser-

vice at the St. Augustine 

National Cemetery. The 

service will begin at 10 

AM. Our keynote speaker 

this year is Brig. Gen. 

Sean Boyette, Director of 

the Joint Staff, Joint Forc-

es Hq. Florida National  
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The Veterans Council of St. Johns County meets 

on the last Thursday of the month, all are invit-

ed to attend.  We meet at the County Health & 

Human Services Building, 200 San   Sebastian 

View, at 7 pm in the Muscovy room. 

 

     Upcoming Speakers  

  

May 25 

DeAndrea Fuller, Outreach Director 

Steven A Cohen Military Family Clinic at Centerstone. 

Ryan Bauman, First Coast Honor Flight Board member 

June 29 

Michael Dionian, Volunteering at the Jax Naval Museum,            

USS Orleck 

 

July 27 

Roseann Vernon, Atlantic Coast Young Marines 

 

August 31 

Lynn Geiser, Hope 4 Veterans 
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From Veterans Council Chairman Bill Dudley 

I am honored to have been appointed to the council 

for the Florida Veterans Hall of Fame.  



4 

Veterans Council Chairman Bill Dudley, was 

also given an award by the National Society of 

the Daughters of the American Revolution 
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From Saint Joseph Academy 
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 The St. Johns County Board of County Commissioners recognized 

decorated veteran John L. Patton, who turned 100 on March 23. 

Mr. Patton is the recipient of six Bronze Stars from his service in the U.S. Navy 

during World War II. Aboard the U.S.S. Saratoga and U.S.S. Enterprise, Mr. Pat-

ton fought bravely for the United States in the Battle of Midway, the Battle of the 

Eastern Solomons, and the Battle of the Santa Cruz Islands. After the war, he 

served as an instructor for the U.S. Navy. In total, he served in the military for 

more than 20 years (1941-1961). Upon his retirement from the U.S. Navy in 

1961, Mr. Patton continued to serve his country in the U.S. federal civil service 

as an Overhaul and Repair Planner and Estimator until his retirement in April 

1978. 

Mr. Patton arrived at the St. Johns County Administration Building in a WWII 

Jeep driven by retired Army Col. Alfred Pantano. 

On behalf of the residents of St. Johns County, we thank veteran John L. Patton 

for his service and congratulate Mr. Patton on celebrating 100 years of life! 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Patton seen here 

escorted by Veterans 

Council Chairman 

Bill Dudley, and 

County Veterans  

Service officer Joe 

McDermott 
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  VETERANS COUNCIL OF ST. JOHNS COUNTY 

MINUTES OF GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

MARCH 30, 2023 

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Dudley 

WELCOME AND OPENING REMARKS: Chairman Dudley 

PLEDGE: Chairman Dudley 

INVOCATION: Ray Quinn 

INTRODUCTION OF SPEAKERS/GUESTS: Chairman Dudley 

There were several new attendees at this month’s meeting that introduced 

themselves. 

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: Minutes of last meeting conducted February 23, 

2023, were presented by Chairman Dudley. Copies of Minutes and Agenda are 

available on the sign-in table and were sent to members electronically by the 

Secretary. The minutes were approved by voice vote with no changes. 

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer John Mountcastle provided a detailed re-

port that as of February 22, 2023, there was a balance of $148,926.99 and as of 

date of meeting there is balance of $156,439.53. Treasure Mountcastle ex-

plained that the Council keeps about $10,000 in the Ameris Bank account due 

to the current banking situation and the remainder in a money market 

through Fidelity Management in Boston. The fund the Council is in has an av-

erage maturity of 8 days, then paid off and reinvested in another week. Cur-

rently, the account is earning about 4.2%.  Treasurer Mountcastle went over 

and explained the remainder of the report. The Treasurer’s Report was ap-

proved by voice vote with no changes.  

 

SPEAKERS: 

COL USA (Ret) Jeanette McMahon 
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Colonel McMahon gave a presentation on the organization Children of Fallen 

Patriots. She has been working for them for over a year but has been associated 

with them for over a decade because they provided scholarships for her chil-

dren. Children of Fallen Patriots help those children that have lost a parent in 

the line of duty. The organization started over 20 years ago and helps the chil-

dren of all the military branches. Their mission is to provide those children 

with a college education debt free. Studies show that about 25,000 kids in our 

country qualify for these benefits. Each year the organization puts 1,000 stu-

dents through school. The organization fills the gap of about $25,000 for the 

students that are not provided by VA benefits they are entitled to. Colonel 

McMahon shared the touching story of her and her husband that she lost in 

an airplane crash and how the Children of Fallen Patriots help her three sons 

through college after they lost their father. The floor was opened to questions 

and answers from Colonel McMahon about the Children of Fallen Patriots or-

ganization.  

ROBERT COVERT, VETERANS ORAL HISTORY PROJECT 

Mr. Covert introduced himself, he is Special Collections Manager at the Re-

search Library with the St. Augustine Historical Society, he was with us to talk 

about the Oral History Project that was started this year called Stories of Ser-

vice. Stories of Service is an oral history project focused on collecting, docu-

menting, and preserving the stories of our local Veterans here in St. Johns 

County. The goal is to collect audio interviews with the Veterans, gather them 

and create an exhibit and archive space within their collections. Mr. Covert 

discussed how the interviews are conducted. Along with the interviews, they 

also collect any documents or photos that the Veteran would like to share. The 

stories of our local Veterans need to be told and house the “modern” history 

within the St. Augustine Historical Society. The floor was open to questions 

and answers regarding the Veterans Oral History Project.  

DONNA BOYCE, ST. JOSEPHS ACADEMY  

Mrs. Boyce and her student spoke about interviewing Mr. Ed Trester for their 

upcoming publication about Veterans and their military stories. Everyone is in-
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vited to attend their ceremony of April 30th at St. Josephs Academy. The floor 

was open to questions and answers. If anyone wants a copy of the book, just 

email Donna Boyce.  

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

VETERANS SERVICE OFFICE UPDATE, JOSEPH MCDERMOTT 

Mr. McDermott discussed the PAC Act and the confusion the Veterans are hav-

ing with it.  He discussed the different claims that can be filed under the PAC 

Act. Talked of appeals on the past denials. St. Johns County Veterans popula-

tion is one of the fastest growing in the state.  The Veterans Service Office is av-

eraging about 80 new Veterans a month. The wait for filing new claims is now 

about 4-5 months before decisions are made. The floor was open to questions.  

 

VETERANS TREATMENT COURT, JOHN LESLIE 

Mr. Leslie introduced himself, he is the mentor coordinator for the Veterans 

Treatment Court here in St. Johns and Putnam Counties and how the Court 

operates.  The Veterans Treatment Court has brought 122 Veterans into the pro-

gram in the last 6 years and 3 months. There have been 71 graduates and there 

are 34 currently in-flow. Court is held every 2 weeks and the next Court will 

be held on March 31st beginning at 10:00am in Room 355 – including gradua-

tion.  All are invited to attend and observe. There is a core of 14 mentors in the 

Treatment Court and a need for more. There is also a need for those that are al-

ready in the Court for treatment for community service hours and opportuni-

ties are needed to help the participants serve their 50 required hours.   

Floor was then opened for questions and comments regarding the Veterans 

Treatment Court.  

OLD/NEW BUSINESS: 
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Chairman Dudley asked to bring a few things to the Council’s attention. First, 

on Tuesday morning, April 4th, at 8:00 am, at the County Commission meeting 

we are going to celebrate the 100th Birthday of Navy Chief Petty Officer (Ret) 

John Patton. He will be brought to the County Administration Building in a 

WWII Jeep. Invitation is extended to everyone to come and celebrate Chief 

Patton’s 100th Birthday.   

 

Second, the Memorial Day Service has been planned out and the speaker for 

that event will be Brigadier General Shawn Boyett from the National Guard. 

The invitation was extended for all to attend.  

 

Lastly, this is the 50th Anniversary of the end of the Vietnam War and there will 

be many, many celebrations to honor all that served in the Vietnam War and to 

be recognized now as they should have been all those years ago when return-

ing from war.   

 

The floor was open to anyone wanting to make a statement to the Council.  

 

Next Veterans Council meeting will be held on Thursday, April 27th beginning 

at 7:00pm. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:25 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

William Dudley, Chairman  
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Vet says it's not too late to respect our Vietnam soldiers | Voices of Bravery, Vietnam 

Tony D'Aleo talks openly about the gruesome tactics the enemy used in Vietnam. He believes people need a better un-

derstanding of what Vietnam vets endured. 

Author: Jeannie Blaylock 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — Tony D'Aleo says he served proudly in the United States Marines. 

He believes it's not too late to show more respect to our Vietnam vets, 61,000 of whom still live in the North Florida 

and SE Georgia area. 

He is open about his combat experience.   

Most painful are the experiences of losing a buddy in battle. "I had to hold his intestines in.  He got blown up," D'Aleo 

recalls. 

"I was trying to wrap him in a poncho to keep his intestines in his body," he says.  

And the memory, has it faded? 

No. Now, some 50 years later, he says, "I wake up with sweats. Cold sweats." 

Agent Orange, battles with the Veterans Administration, and frustration over recognition for veterans' issues all plague 

D'Aleo. 

But he still cannot forget the evil tactics of the enemy in Vietnam.  

He says the American soldiers' bodies "would be mutilated."  He says because 'you never leave an American behind," he 

and his fellow marines would come back to the battle site. 

But there they might find their fellow marine butchered, his private part "put in his mouth," and his body wired to a 

tree, he says. 

The tactic was evil and tricky.  "We would find it and that was to get our minds crazy...'cause that would be the guy in 

our squad or our platoon. They used that to make us run" right into an ambush in a mad rush of revenge," he says. 

He says some of their leaders figured out the strategy of the Vietcong and put a stop to the possibility of more fatalities. 

He says, "I wish I didn't go to Vietnam." But he says, kids ask him why he went.  His answer is this. "I went to help a 

country that was overrun." 

But even all the trauma, D'Aleo continues to work in the community to garner more respect for veterans. D'Aleo was 

chosen for the Florida Veterans Hall of Fame.  He's frequently at veterans' gatherings, such as the Semper Fidelis Socie-

ty, to encourage his fellow vets. 
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The USS Orleck 

On March 25th, First Coast News, the USS Orleck, the Gary Sinise Foundation, and Mis-

sion BBQ held a Welcome Home event for the areas Vietnam Veterans. The event kicked off 

with comments from Captain Daniel Bean USN (Ret.) and president of the Jacksonville 

Naval Museum welcoming the veterans. Colors were then presented with Casey Robinson 

singing the national Anthem. The Invocation was given by Rev. Patrick Archuleta, Chaplain 

for the Cecil Field POW/MIA Memorial. Master Chief Mack Ellis presented "Gratitude 

for the Veterans of Vietnam". Taps was played by Roger McCall from the American Legion 

Post 137 Color Guard and a moment of silence was observed for the Vietnam Veterans who 

are no longer with us. Jeannie Blaylock and Lew Turner from First Coast News welcomed 

the veterans to the ship.  

At that point, from the quarterdeck 6 bells were struck and Captain Bean announced 

"Vietnam Veterans Arriving, Welcome Home" The veterans then walked thru a flag line 

provided by the Florida 5th District American Legion Riders. As the veterans walked up 

the gangway, many had tears in their eyes. At the top of the gangway, Captain Robert 

Whitkop USN (Ret) saluted each veteran and welcomed them aboard.  

The veterans were also given a challenge coin by Jeannie Blaylock and Lew Turner. After 

the event, the veterans and their families were treated to BBQ by Mission BBQ. The food 

was all donated by the Gary Sinise Foundation. 
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 From The Florida National Guard 

In one of the final acts of his storied career, Maj. Gen. James O. 

Eifert, Florida Adjutant General, received an orientation flight 

in an F-15C Eagle aircraft at the 125th Fighter Wing. His wife 

Beth, along with extended family and fellow pilots, gathered 

to witness his final flight and bid farewell to their commander.  

Maj. Gen. Eifert retires later this month after serving four 

years as the state's highest ranking military official. Thank you, 

General, for your servant leadership and unfailing commit-

ment to duty. Here's to smooth skies ahead in retirement. 
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From Pam Cain 

I invite you to read the attached press release and visit our website at 

www.missionpowmia.org. This is a 501(c)3 organization that is focused on 

expediting the fullest possible accounting for those who are still missing 

and unaccounted for. We welcome all family members, patriots, the gen-

eral public and all who support our nation's promise to account for and 

bring home as many as possible. Mission: POW-MIA will be recognized 

for its transparency, determination and dedication to end the uncertainty 

faced by generations of 

America's POW/MIA 

families. 

I'm happy to answer 

any questions and we 

hope you will join us! 

Best regards to all, Pam 

Pam Cain, Vice Presi-

dent, Mission: POW-

MIA 

Daughter, Col Oscar 

Mauterer, MIA Laos 

2/15/66,                    

c: 703-798-8550 
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Attention Purple Heart recipients & families! 

We're thrilled to unveil the 2023 Purple Heart Scholar-

ship Program! Let us help you achieve your dreams of 

higher education. Don't miss out, apply now before it's 

too late!  

We are proud to announce the opening of the 2023 Purple Heart Scholarship Program! This 

program gives the Military Order of the Purple Heart the ability to assist Purple Heart re-

cipients and their families with their goals of continued education. If you or a qualifying 

family member want to apply, please submit quickly.  

The Purple Heart Scholarship Program is a very competitive program that awards scholar-

ships to Purple Heart recipients and their spouses, children, and grandchildren each year. At 

least one applicant with military service will also be awarded a Navy SEAL LT Michael P. 

Murphy Memorial Scholarship Award.  

Scholarship Deadline: July 15, 2023, At 5:00 PM EST  

The Purple Heart Scholarship Committee will evaluate all timely received applications and 

meet the eligibility and application requirements described below. All aspects of the applica-

tion (academic achievement, extracurricular activities, community, and military service, 

work experience, letters of recommendation, and essay) are considered and evaluated by the 

Purple Heart Scholarship Committee. The Purple Heart Scholarship Committee shall make 

all decisions regarding the eligibility for a Scholarship and a Scholarship award. All decisions 

by the Purple Heart Scholarship Committee are final.  

Not every applicant will receive a scholarship. This is not a full-tuition scholarship. The 

scholarship amount may vary each year, subject to funding levels. Both the student and the 

school must endorse Purple Heart Scholarship checks. Therefore, the college or university 

may exercise some control over how the funds are utilized, which can impact the level of fi-

nancial benefit realized by the student. 

ELIGIBILITY  

To be eligible to apply for a Purple Heart Scholarship, applicants need to be a member of 

one of the following categories:  
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A Purple Heart recipient who is a Member of the MOPH, or 

The spouse of a Purple Heart recipient who is a member of MOPH, or 

The direct lineal descendent (child, step-child, adopted child, grandchild, step-grandchild, 

or great-grandchild) of a Purple Heart recipient who is a Member of MOPH, or 

The spouse, widow/widower, or direct lineal descendent as defined above of a service mem-

ber killed-in-action or who died of wounds. If the Purple Heart recipient is listed as killed-in

-action or died of wounds, supporting documentation and evidence must be included with 

the application.  

A Purple Heart recipient who is not a member of the MOPH can become a member by ap-

plying online through the MOPH website: www.purpleheart.org. To be eligible to apply for 

the scholarship, the Purple Heart recipient must be a current member, a member at the time 

of his or her death, or documented as killed-in-action or has having died of wounds.  

A MOPH Associate membership or membership in the MOPH Auxiliary does not by itself 

convey scholarship eligibility. It is highly recommended that non-Purple Heart recipients be-

come either Associate members or members of the Auxiliary, and such membership does 

convey additional credit in the application process.  

To be eligible to receive a Purple Heart MOPH Scholarship, applicants must meet the fol-

lowing three requirements:  

A graduate or upcoming graduate (current senior) of a high school or GED program, and 

Accepted by or enrolled as a FULL-TIME undergraduate student at an accredited U.S. col-

lege, university, or trade school at the time the scholarship is awarded, and 

Able to demonstrate the capacity for advanced academic achievement or technical proficien-

cy by maintaining at least a 2.75 cumulative Grade Point Average (GPA) based on an un-

weighted 4.0 grading system.  

For more information, please read the application packet and our website at 

www.purpleheart.org/ScholarshipProgram. 

 

http://www.purpleheart.org/ScholarshipProgram
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VETERANS, IT'S NEVER TOO EARLY TO PREPARE YOUR END-OF-LIFE             

DOCUMENTS 

All forms that are referred to below are available 

to download on this site: 

veteranfacilitator.com 

 

ATTENTION VETERANS, FAMILY MEMBERS, AND CAREGIVERS  

 “Preparing for death doesn’t have to be a difficult process. However, it’s a part of living. 

Being proactive and taking the right steps won’t only give you peace of mind at the time 

of your passing it will ease the minds of your loved ones, especially your spouse. As men-

tioned, it’s never too early to prepare and assemble important end-of-life documents. Ad-

vance-care planning lets loved ones and healthcare providers know your wishes regard-

ing medical care if at any point you’re unable to express your wants.  

Without these documents, families of loved ones often experience much anxiety and 

stress in attempting to make decisions, causing an already difficult time even more diffi-

cult.  

Putting your affairs in order may not be a priority, but it should be. Having a Legacy 

Binder, containing these documents stored in one place and within easy reach of your 

spouse and family members – will help ease the pain.  

 

The first step to receiving assistance and benefits for a veteran’s death is to report it to the 

appropriate agencies. Social Security can be notified by calling 1-800-772-1213. The De-

fense Enrollment Eligibility Reporting System (DEERS) can be notified by calling 1-800-

538-9552. 

 

FOR THE VETERAN, WHEN DISCUSSING YOUR FINAL WISHES WITH YOUR LOVED ONES 

DISCUSS YOUR MILITARY SERVICE AND ANY VA DISABILITY RATING INFORMATION 

WITH YOUR FAMILY AND IF POSSIBLE, LOCATE COPIES OF YOUR MILITARY SEPARA-

TION DOCUMENT(S), SUCH AS YOUR DD214. 

USE VA-FORM 21-686C TO DOCUMENT YOU AND YOUR SPOUSE’S MARITAL HISTORIES. 
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THIS INFORMATION MAY BE NEEDED IF YOUR SPOUSE APPLIES FOR VA BENEFITS AF 

TER YOUR PASSING. CLICK ON DOWNLOAD ICON TO DOWNLOAD FORM. VISIT: 

HTTPS://WWW.VA.GOV/VIEW-CHANGE-DEPENDENTS/ 

DISCUSS YOUR FINAL WISHES REGARDING YOUR REMAINS. IF YOU WISH TO BE BUR-

IED IN A NATIONAL CEMETERY AFTER YOUR PASSING, CONSIDER APPLYING NOW FOR 

PRE-NEED BURIAL ELIGIBILITY. 

BE SURE TO COMPLETE AND ANNUALLY REVIEW YOUR LIFE INSURANCE BENEFICIARY 

DESIGNATION(S), WHICH WILL MAKE IT MUCH EASIER TO FILE A CLAIM AND RE-

CEIVE BENEFITS QUICKLY. 

FOR THE VETERAN'S FAMILY, AS THE VETERAN IS APPROACHING END OF LIFE 

SPEAK TO THE VETERAN’S DOCTOR ABOUT HOW TO OBTAIN COPIES OF MEDICAL 

RECORDS BEFORE AND AFTER THE VETERAN’S PASSING, IN CASE THEY MAY BE NEED-

ED IN THE FUTURE. 

USE VA-FORM 21-686C TO DOCUMENT YOU AND YOUR SPOUSE’S MARITAL HISTORIES. 

THIS INFORMATION MAY BE NEEDED IF YOUR SPOUSE APPLIES FOR VA BENEFITS AF-

TER YOUR PASSING. 

DISCUSS YOUR FINAL WISHES REGARDING YOUR REMAINS. IF YOU WISH TO BE BUR-

IED IN A NATIONAL CEMETERY AFTER YOUR PASSING, CONSIDER APPLYING NOW FOR 

PRE-NEED BURIAL ELIGIBILITY. 

BE SURE TO COMPLETE AND ANNUALLY REVIEW YOUR LIFE INSURANCE BENEFICIARY 

DESIGNATION(S), WHICH WILL MAKE IT MUCH EASIER TO FILE A CLAIM AND RE-

CEIVE BENEFITS QUICKLY. 

 

END-OF-LIFE DOCUMENTS FOR VETERANS AND FAMILIES 

MY RECORD OF PERSONAL AFFAIRS 

This form on the website lets you record personal information such as date and 

place of birth, information about your parents, names of your children, including 

Date of Birth, and Social Security Numbers. When completing this form, you may 

want to include other information not shown on this form, when this is the case, 

download the Notes form shown on this page to record your thoughts and attach it 

to this document. 
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YOUR WILL 

This form on the website lets you record information regarding your Will. The process be-

gins by asking you if you have a Will or not. This information is followed by Power of At-

torney information such as the name of POA, location of the POA, including City, State, 

Zip Code, marital history. In addition, you may want to include personal information 

such as the name of your spouse, marriage location, date of marriage for all your marriag-

es.   When completing this form may you think may want to include other information 

shown on this form, when this is the case, download the Notes form shown on this page to 

record your thoughts and attach it to this document. 

 

MILITARY DOCUMENTS 

This form available for free on their website lets you record important information about 

your military service. Such as the location of your DD214 (separation papers), active and 

retired military status, funeral and burial arrangements including location, name, ad-

dress, and phone number of your funeral director, church, clergy, or desired officiant, as 

well as wishes for interment in a VA National Cemetery, pallbearers, special instructions, 

and obituary biography. When completing this form you may want to include other infor-

mation shown on this form, when this is the case, download the Notes form shown on this 

page to record your thoughts and attach it to this document. 

 

                                       WISHES FOR BURIAL AND FUNERAL SERVICE 

 

This form lets you record important burial and funeral service arrangements.  Infor-

mation may include the name of resting place and phone number, hymns, music, scrip-

tures, poetry, any special requests, flowers, memorials in lieu of flowers, memorial, and 

remembrances. Additional information may include prepaid burials, plot confirmations, 

pallbearers, special instructions, and obituary biography. When completing this form you 

may want to include other information shown on this form, when this is the case, down-

load the notes shown on this page to record your thoughts and attach them to this docu-

ment. 
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         ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS 

This form lets you record additional information such as Advanced Directives, Do Not 

Resuscitate orders, Living Will/Health Directives, Checklist of Important Documents, and 

copies of documents that may be needed by the spouse or dependent children such as 

Death Certificates, Spouse’s Birth Certificate, Minor or Adult Birth Certificates. When 

completing this form you may want to include other information shown on this form, 

when this is the case, download the notes form shown on this page to record additional    

information and attach it to this document. 

 

                                                        DURABLE POWER OF ATTORNEY 

An Advance Directive is a legal form that helps your doctors and loved ones understand 

your wishes about medical and mental health care and make decisions about your care if 

you are not able to make decisions for yourself. An Advance Directive is the best way to 

ensure that your future medical care reflects your wishes. The VA Advance Directive in-

cludes sections that allow you to identify the person who would make decisions for you 

(also called a Health Care Agent) and to specify your treatment preferences. When com-

pleting this form, you may want to include other information shown on this form, when 

this is the case, download the notes form shown on this page to record additional infor-

mation and attach it to this document. 

  

                                                                    ADDITIONAL NOTES 

When completing this document, you may want to include other information not asked 

for on this form. When this is the case, record your notes, print, and download additional 

notes and attach them to the appropriate document. For example, if you are completing 

Military Documents, and need more information to complete the document, use this 

form attached or file behind the associated document. Make sure you reference the asso-

ciated document as shown.  
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From COL Bob (USMC) ret 

 

I presented "A Code to 

Keep" Award on behalf of 

the Capt Ernest C Brace 

USMC Vietnam Veterans 

Chapter 1080 at Raiford Pris-

on to Duval Vet Court grad 

to recognize his accomplish-

ment and encourage him to 

stick to our code of honor. 

Award was created and is sponsored by incarcer-

ated Veterans who still try to help their fellow Veter-

ans...Certificate, Ernest Brace's book A Code to 

Keep and $250...and the knowledge he is not alone 

and apart of a Veteran family...Vets take care of Vets.  
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We invite you to join us for a "Women Veterans Recogni-

tion Week" celebration.  Attached is a tentative schedule 

of events and the sponsorship letter.  As we draw closer, 

we will send an updated flyer for the week of events.   I 

hope you will participate! 
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Southeastern Guide Dogs offer free dogs to Gold Star families 

By: Jada Williams  

PALMETTO, Fla. (WFTS) — Emily Hoey never imag-

ined she would become a Gold Star spouse. 

Hoey's husband, John, was killed while serving in Af-

ghanistan almost 14 years ago. Their daughter, Isabella, 

was only a year old. 

"It's definitely been a journey losing John. So when Isabella was so young, you know she 

didn't have any memories of her own. I feel really fortunate that I was able to capture a lot 

of special moments between John and Isabella with my camera, and I think it's through 

those pictures that I've been able to create sort of the memories for Isabella, because it's 

those pictures that you tell stories," she said. 

A pivotal part of handling their grief comes from community support. 

"I'm still so warmed at the heart, and you know I get goosebumps even just now talking 

about it because it's when we stop saying their names and helping one another that then 

their memory has been forgotten," she said. 

While her husband, John, is irreplaceable, the newest family member, Elle, is filling a void. 

"We couldn't be happier to have been given the beautiful Elle. She's such a soulful dog, and 

she just makes our family feel complete again." 

While Southeastern Guide Dogs primarily focuses on seeing eye dogs and service dogs, 

they also provide free dogs to Gold Star families. It's a lesser-known program for the organ-

ization, but one that's filling a critical need, they say. 

Hoey said the companionship Elle gives them, even on the toughest days, is the greatest gift. 

"It's truly heartfelt, and I feel so much gratitude for them, taking the time and creating this 

program to help other families and other gold stars that are also, you know, feeling their 

loss every day," she said. 

If you're a Gold Star family or looking for a service dog, you can get involved with South-

eastern Guide Dogs. 
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  The Long Blue Line: Myrtle Hazard—first woman in the 

United States Coast Guard 

Myrtle Hazard was ready to operate a telegraph the day she mistakenly walked into Coast 

Guard Headquarters. Not only was she prepared, but she was determined, a trait she ex-

hibited throughout her life.  

She was born in 1896 in Baltimore. As a child, she suffered from polio and one of her legs 

was smaller than the other. Myrtle willed herself to walk without braces. By age 26, Myr-

tle was married and living in Baltimore together with her husband, their three-year-old 

son, and her parents. 

Just as she was determined to walk without braces, Myrtle was determined to qualify for 

specialized war work. During September and early October 1917, the Y.M.C.A.’s Wireless 

and Commercial Telegraphy School ran classified ads in the Baltimore Sun.  

The ad promised “Good Salaries” and “Operators in Great Demand.” She enrolled in the 

night class and earned a commercial license three months later. 

To read more about Hazard, visit: http://ow.ly/WnmL50NxxR9 

http://ow.ly/WnmL50NxxR9
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From the Treasurer 

This year, there are many changes to laws, only a few of which are more 

advantageous to the Veteran than in prior years. 

Vote-By-Mail 

One of the little-known requirements is that Florida Voters’ Vote-By-

Mail requests expire at the end of the calendar year in which there is a 

general election which was a recent change in the law. In 2022, there was 

a general election, voting for Federal and State elected officials 

(remember those annoying ads?), so all requests from the 2022 elections 

have now expired. 

If you prefer to Vote-By-Mail, now would be a good time to request mail 

ballots be sent to your St. Johns County residence, another address, or, if 

deployed, request an Overseas or Military Ballot, by going to https://

www.votesjc.gov/vote-by-mail. Your Vote-By-Mail request will be valid 

for all local and state elections, and for the federal (general) elections in 

2024.  

You may choose an “All Elections Request” (valid through 2024) or re-

quest a mail ballot for a specific Individual Election (though I believe it 

makes life easier to submit an “All Elections Request”).  If you have ques-

tions, or need assistance, please reach out to the Elections Office at 

(904) 823-2238. 

Exempt Organization 2023 Filing Deadlines and Reminders 

January 31, 2023: Provide 1099-MISC and 1099-NEC to recipients, 

and file 1099-NEC with the IRS with 1096 

http://www.votesjc.gov/vote-by-mail
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February 28, 2023: File IRS copies of 1099-MISC together with 1096  

May 1, 2023: File Florida Secretary of State Annual Report 

May 15. 2023 (for calendar-year exempt organizations): File Form 990 

family (990, 990-EZ or 990-N) electronically (this is the second year that 

only electronic filings are accepted). For exempt organizations with other 

fiscal years, due date is the fifteenth of the fifth month after the fiscal year

-end. 

Various dates (for charities, not Veterans’ organizations recognized under 

§IRS 501(c)(19)), renew registration under the Florida Solicitation of 

Contributions Act with the Florida Department of Agriculture and Con-

sumer Affairs. To check your renewal date, go to Florida Charity Check. 

Personal Federal Income Tax Deadline 

The IRS's Free File program, available only at IRS.gov, allows taxpayers 

who made $73,000 or less in 2022 to file their taxes electronically for 

free using brand-name software provided by commercial tax filing com-

panies. Free File Fillable forms, a part of this effort, is available to any in-

come level and provides free electronic forms that people fill out and file 

themselves also at no cost. 

Tuesday, April 18, 2023, for most taxpayers, instead of April 15, be-

cause of the weekend and the District of Columbia's Emancipation Day 

holiday, which falls on Monday, April 17. The IRS will commence accept-

ing 2022 individual federal income tax returns on January 23. 

Florida%20Charity%20Check
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From American Legion 5th District FL  
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Blue Angels Show Schedule 2023 

Jacksonville in October 
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The Florida Department of Veterans' Affairs 

Our App got an upgrade! The free App is a quick 

and easy way to access benefit information, look for 

available jobs, and connect to the latest news re-

garding Veterans’ issues. Get it now!  

https://app.floridavets.org/  

#FDVA #FLVets  

https://app.floridavets.org/
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The Florida Department of Veterans' Affairs 

Have you checked out the new 2022 Florida Veterans' 

Benefits Guide? It is now available for download. The 

annual guide helps connect Florida's Veterans and their 

families with earned federal and state benefits, services 

and support. It also contains helpful phone numbers 

and website addresses for additional information. To 

view online, click here: https://bit.ly/3BovveB. To 

download a copy for your records, click here: https://

bit.ly/3HYgTF0.  

 

https://bit.ly/3BovveB
https://bit.ly/3HYgTF0
https://bit.ly/3HYgTF0
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Are You eligible to file for benefits based on Presumptive Exposure? 

Were you exposed to hazardous materials while serving in the military, such as from Agent Or-

ange or burn pits? Did you serve in Vietnam, Thailand or Southwest Asia? If so, you may be eligible to 

file for service-connected benefits based on presumptive exposure. 

Over the course of the last six months, VA has begun processing service-connected disability claims for 

six new presumptive conditions related to exposure to hazardous materials. 

In May 2021, VA started implementing provisions of the William M. Thornberry National Defense Au-

thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (NDAA), adding bladder cancer, hypothyroidism and Parkinsonism 

to the list of medical conditions presumptively associated with exposure to Agent Orange. A few 

months later, VA added asthma, rhinitis and sinusitis (to include rhinosinusitis) on a presumptive basis 

based on particulate matter exposures during military service in Southwest Asia and certain other areas. 

Any Veteran who was previously denied service-connection for any of these six conditions but had 

symptoms manifest within 10 years of military service would need to file another claim. Be sure to 

use VA Form 20-0995, “Decision Review Request: Supplemental Claim” when filing. The claim form 

should include the name of the medical condition and also specify that the medical condition is being 

claimed due to in-service exposure to environmental hazards. 

VA is committed to assisting Veterans who may have been exposed to hazardous materials during their 

military service. 

Be sure to stay plugged in to www.va.gov for the most recent developments around environmental haz-

ards; VA is constantly conducting research and surveillance, as well as reviewing scientific literature for 

conditions that may be related to exposure during military service. 

If you feel you have a chronic condition attributed to an in-service exposure, we highly encourage you 

to file a claim. For more in-

formation about VA benefits 

and eligibility, or how to file a 

claim, Veterans and survivors 

can visit VA’s website 

at www.va.gov or call toll-

free at 1-800-827-1000. 
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From Veterans Council Chairman Bill Dudley 

Subject: VA Transportation Assistance     

I received the email below from Dr. McKenzie.  If any 

of our veterans require transportation assistance to 

any VA medical centers, have them call our CBOC at 

904- 829-0814 and ask for the primary social worker 

for help with transportation.    

We recently found that we are able to assist with pa-

tients who have significant issues with transportation 

to VA medical centers. Our primary care social worker 

can assist with this problem. Patient can call here and 

ask that she be notified of problem. She will be able to 

contact them and attempt to provide assistance.  

  

From Michael Isam 

The DAV van is now operating 5 days /week! 

It will now transport a full capacity of riders. 

Schedule your seat on the DAV Chapter 6 van. 

It departs from the large parking lot of the 

clinic at 0600!!!  

Contact the VA Clinic at 904-823-2954  
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Vietnam Veterans of America 

If you are a Vietnam Era Veteran and live in one of 

these counties, please contact the President for in-

formation as to how to join 

                           Chapter/President/email/Location 

1046   Albert White                                                             Duval 

1048   Bob Adkins      adk123robert@outlook.com  

1059   David Treffinger               dtreffinger433@msn.com; Clay 

1084   Ron Howard              ronehoward@gmail.com     

1088   Roy (Corky) Rudd            corkstopper50@yahoo.com; Nassau 

1092   Forest Hope                        foresthope@usa.net; Gainesville 

1134   Marvin Lagle                     mdlagle@gmail.com; Baker  
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Veterans Councils of Northeast Florida  

      BAKER COUNTY  

      President: Larry Porterfield  

      Meetings: 

      Second Thursday of each month  

      Location:  

      MacClenny Primitive Baptist Church  

      Fellowship Hall on North Boulevard  

                 Time : 1800 (6pm)  

 

CLAY COUNTY     DUVAL COUNTY     

President: Harry Silvers     President  

Meetings:      Meetings: 

First Wednesday of each month    Third Tuesday of each month 

Location:      Location: 

American Legion Post 250    American Legion Post 37 

3939 County Rd 218     Main Building 

Middleburg, FL 32068      San Juan Avenue   

Time: 1400 (2pm)     Tome: 1900 (7 pm) 

 

NASSAU COUNTY     St. Johns County 

President: Mike Doran     President: Bill Dudley 

Meetings:      Meetings: 

First Thursday of each month    Last Thursday of each month 

Location:      Location:  

American Legion Post 54    Health & Human Services building 

626 South 3rd St     Muscovy room, 1st floor 

Fernandina Beach fit 32034    200 San Sebastian View, St. Augustine 

Time: 1900 (7pm)     Time: 1900 (7pm) 
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The Veterans Council of St. Johns County is proud to           

announce that it has modernized its website and created        

a Facebook page. 

We are inviting all veterans to visit our website at:                          

NEW  http://www.veteranscouncilsjc.org  

The Veterans Council will post items of interest to 

all veterans, post pictures, articles, flyers, events, 

etc.  We will post our meetings dates and keep 

you informed about events at the Jacksonville 

and St. Augustine National Cemeteries. 

          Please join our group on Facebook at:       

                http://veteranscouncilsjc.org  

 

           Please select Join the Group to become a member 

. 

Once you have joined the Veterans Council Facebook group you 

will be able to post your meetings, pictures, articles, fund raisers, 

etc. It will be your common site to go to and see what’s happening. 

The website and Facebook page were updated and created so 

that there would be a central place to list all veterans activities in 

NE FL. 

You may have noticed the Veterans Council’s new logo, it was 

created by Roy Havekost. 

He can be contacted at webmaster@veteranscouncilsjc.org 

 

 

mailto:http://www.veteranscouncilofstjohns.org
http://veteranscouncilsjc.org
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 The Veterans Council of St. Johns County welcomes 

article submissions from all County Veterans & 

organizations. Articles should be of interest to all and 

veterans related. Submissions may be edited &/or 

shortened and used if space permits. 

Send to:  rothfeldm@gmail.com  

  
 
 

The Veterans Council of St. Johns County, Inc. is a        
Not For Profit Florida Corporation. 

 

Our formation date was July 4, 2001 in a proclamation 
issued by the St. Johns County Commissioners. It is 
composed of representatives of the various veterans' 
organizations within St. Johns County. 
 

The Veteran's Council will work with city and county 
governments and other local organizations to achieve 
the mutual goal to provide a central agency to assist in 
the coordination and presentation of matters concerning 
veterans and veterans activities in St. Johns County. 
 

The Veteran's Council will endeavor to precipitate, stim-
ulate and assist various organizations as they perform 
patriotic events. One of the major purposes is the pro-
motion and education of national patriotic matters. 
 

The St. Johns County Veterans Council meets the 

last Thursday of the month at 7 pm. 

 The Veterans Council will meet at the Coun-

ty Health & Human Services Building,       

200 San Sebastian View 

Auditorium, 1st floor 

Veterans Council of  St. Johns County,     

“Helping  All Veterans” 

Veterans Service Office 
 200 San Sebastian View, Suite 1400         

St. Augustine, FL 32084 

(physical location) 
The VSO Office is located in the St. Johns County Health and  

Human Services Building.  
 

The office is open from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. daily, 
Monday through Friday excluding holidays. 

  

Service is by appointment. 
Phone: 904-209-6160   Fax: 904-209-6161 

Joseph McDermott, VSO 

Travis Neidig, Assistant VSO 

Angela McKenzie, Assistant VSO 

Lori Chapman, Assistant VSO 

Anna Marie Scott, Office Specialist 

The views expressed in The Patriot Reader Newsletter articles, submissions and spotlights 

are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the views of the Veterans Council of 

St. Johns County or the editors of The Patriot Reader. It is the purpose of this periodical to 

share a variety of information that pertain to local veterans and their organizations.  


