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The Veterans Council of St. Johns County meets on
the last Thursday of the month, all are invited to
attend. We meet at the County Health & Human
Services Building, 200 San Sebastian View, at 7 pm

in the Muscovy room.

Upcoming Speakers

March 27
Dr George Ann Rice, Patriots to Education, Zoom presentation
and Anne Kazel, Author of West Point ‘41
Bataan. North Africa. Sicily. Omaha Beach.The Ardennes. West Point 41:The
Class That Went to War and Shaped America is an uplifting story of ordinary
young men in extraordinary times, in extraordinary places, who graduated di-
rectly into the teeth of battle and displayed unwavering leadership, honor, duty,

and determination.

April 24
Matt Mildorf, Outreach Recruiting Mgr, Warrior Scholar

Ron Howard, the National Pathfinders Assoc. Mission

May 29
Rich Possert, Operation New Uniform

James Smith, Holly Powers, St. Augustine Lighthouse

June 26
Maggie Beckerman, VP/Trainer, K9Line, Inc.
Kelly McDavid, Haven Hospice




A Summary of the Council’s Activities for 2024

Our Council was established in July 2001 by proclamation of the SJC Board of County

Commissioners.

The VC has grown exponentially since that time and today is consid-
ered one of the most active and engaged Councils in the State sup-

porting our veterans.

Each year, the VCS]JC working with the local MOAA Chapter con-
ducts a Memorial Day Service at the St. Augustine National Ceme-
tery. We also host a Veterans Day program each Nov.11 at Anastasia
Baptist Church that is attended by well over 1000 attendees.

In December each year we conduct the Wreaths Across America pro- %

gram at SANC that usually has about 500 in attendance.

The Veterans Council was responsible for establishing a Veterans
Treatment Court about 8 years ago that has been highly successful.
We have graduated 116 veterans from the program to date. We

currently have 40 veterans in the pipeline.

In March of this year, the VCS]C in collaboration with Home
Again St. Johns purchased a motel in St. Augustine and have repur-
posed it into a homeless shelter for veterans. This has provided us

with the ability to remove over 20 homeless veterans from the street.

In addition to the above activities, the VCSJC meets with needy vet-
erans on a very regular basis to provide them with help with their fi-
nancial needs such as rent, food, insurance, car payments, house and

automobile repairs, utility payments, security deposits and first

month rent when moving into apartments or a house. We also pur-
chase gas cards as well as food cards for those veterans who are in need of gas and food. We
conduct a monthly visit to Aldi's to restock the food pantry at the local VSO office. The Vet-

erans Council has a goodly amount of donated clothing and household furniture that we pro




vide those veterans and their family who are in need of such. 2024’s total expenses for vet-

erans assistance was $130,733.

In addition to the above items that all have a financial implication, we assist veterans with as-
sistance in arranging for honor guards for funerals, Memorial services, and other similar

needs by family members.

We support two local high schools JROTC program honor cadets with a $1000 scholarship
cach year at graduation. We recently made a $1000 donation to the Young Marines in Jack-
sonville to help with their upcoming trip to Pear] Harbor. We also participate in the St. Jo-
seph’s Academy Veteran’s Heritage Project and donate $1000 to support this program each

year.

The secretary of the Veterans Council provided aThanksgiving meal to all the veterans

housed at Veterans Vﬂlage as well as each of the staff.

The Veterans Council provided two donated vehicles to veterans during the year as well as

several bicycles and E-Bikes.

A huge assortment of donated clothing was provided to hurricane victims in Western North

Carolina and more will be donated as we accumulate a sufficient quantity.

Our income for the Council comes from donations from local organizations, various grant
programs, individual donations, estate settlements, and gifts in kind. Our income for 2024

was slightly over $144,000

Our Board is made up of all volunteers and no member of our Board receives any compen-

sation.

Bill Dudley
Chairman

Veterans Council of St. Johns County. Inc.




VETERANS COUNCIL OF ST. JOHNS COUNTY
MINUTES OF GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
January 30, 2025
CALLTO ORDER: Chairman Dudley

WELCOME AND OPENING REMARKS: Chairman Dudley

PLEDGE: Chairman Dudley
INVOCATION: Chaplain Jefferson

INTRODUCTION OF NEW GUESTS: New attendees introduced themselves

and who they represent.

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: Minutes of last meeting conducted December
19, 2024, were presented by Chairman Dudley. Copies of the Minutes are availa-
ble on the sign-in table and were sent to members electronically by the Secretary.

The minutes were approved by voice vote with no changes.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Mountcastle presented the Treasurer’s Re-
port to the Council. As of December 31, 2024, the Council’s total liquid cash bal-
ance was $171,258.50. Treasurer Mountcastle went over the Treasurer’s Report
including all incoming funds and expenses going out. The floor was open for any

questions. The Treasurer’s Report was approved by voice vote with no changes.

SPEAKERS:

ROBERT SPETA, US NAVY VETERAN, FIRST COAST NEWSTV METERO-
ROLOGIST

Mr. Speta gave his background history of serving in the US Navy and his current
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position with First Coast News as a Meteorologist. While serving in the Navy, Mr.
Speta worked in Operational Forecasting for over 15 years and gave forecasts in 17
countries throughout the world. Mr. Speta gave his history of working in Meteor-
ology since returning to the United States until accepting his current position in

Jacksonville with First Coast News.

The floor was open for questions and answers.

KATIE ELLER, DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT, HORSEPLAY THERAPY
CENTER

Ms. Eller introduced herself and gave her background as a speech pathologist. She
is now the Director of Development for the 501(c)3 Horseplay Therapy Center
that is located off SR207 here in St. Augustine. Horseplay Therapy Center does
therapy sessions for children dealing with special needs — the Triple Crown Pro-
gram. In 2021, the Rise Up for Veterans program was launched for Veterans deal-
ing with PTSD, anxiety, TBI, and families that need marriage counseling due to
these disorders by utilizing the interaction with horses. The program provides li-
censed mental health therapy for Veterans in need. The horses are used as a tool to
help provide this therapy. In the few years since inception, the Rise Up program

has been extremely successful.

The floor was open for questions and answers.
VETERANS SERVICE OFFICE, MAC MCDERMOTT

Mr. McDermott spoke that he and Chairman Dudley meet once a month with Dr.
Keck and the administrator at the Veterans Clinic here in St. Augustine. Currently
the CBOC sees approximately 9,450 and they project that by the end of year the
CBOC will see over 10,000. Meetings are held to look ahead and make sure that

facilities are available to continue to provide service to our Veterans.



Mr. McDermott spoke of the May 1st meeting that will be held with the Citi-
zens Committee of SJC to discuss what the VSO provides for our Veterans such
as the nursing home, Patriots Village, and all the things that the Veterans organi-

zations do for the county.

The VSO is trying to hire another person to replace the one that did not meet
the criteria needed for the position. Interviews are taking place and if nothing
occurs with the interviews, the job position will have to be advertised again. The
Service Officer has to be certified by the Florida Department of Veterans Affairs
and the process of making sure someone is ready to file the claims for our Veter-
ans is intense. The hope is to get the new Service Officer in and ready and get
the VSO back where Mr. McDermott wants it to be able to aid our Veterans. The

floor was open for questions and answers.
VETERANSTREATMENT COURT, JOHN LESLIE

Mr. Leslie introduced himself and gave the history of and what the Veterans
Treatment Court (VTC) does for our Veterans in the legal system.The VTC is
now in its nineth year. Mr. Leslie gave an update on the VT C and the number of
participants the VI'C has helped through the legal system process, there are cur-
rently 40 Veterans inflow. Mr. Leslie also spoke of the community service re-
quirements needed to complete the VT C. There is always a need for mentors to
help with the VTC program. Everyone was invited to attend the new Court
Hearing for the VT C on February 1st, at 10:00am in the Annex. The floor was

open to questions.

UNFINISHED /NEW BUSINESS

Chairman Dudley spoke of the Military Ball that was recently held at the Ar-
mory. MOAA presented the Ball for the first time, and it was a remarkable suc



cess. Vice Chairman Birchall also spoke of the past and present Military Balls and
the need for St. Augustine to have an annual Military Ball. This year the Military
Ball honored Judge Howard McGillin, who is a retired 06 Colonel, JAG. Judge
McGillin, in his comments, identified the wondertul job the VT C has performed
in St. Johns County. The proceeds of the Military Ball will be directed to the
JRROTC programs in St. Johns County at St. Augustine, Bartram Trail, and
Nease High Schools. This Ball was dedicated to the Future Leaders of our Great
Country. This upcoming year’s Military Ball will be promoted in the Fall. It is by

invitation only but want to include all that are interested in attending.

Chairman Dudley spoke of the SR16 project, and it is nearing completion. The
Certificate of Occupancy is expected around the first of March. It will be a tre-

mendous help to all the homeless people and Veterans in need.

Veterans Village has finally come to an agreement with the contractor and all that
needs to be done to help Veterans Village assist in the needs of our homeless Vet-
erans. A volunteer organization is going to paint the outside of the building and
Home Depot has donated all the paint and supplies needed to complete this task.
The hot water heater for the facility had to be replaced at an expense of
$18,000. Chairman Dudley has been impressed by the support and volunteers
that help with Veterans Village and the needs there.

The floor was open for questions and new business.
The meeting adjourned at 8:20 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

William Dudley, Chairman



Class of 2024 Inducted Into Florida Veterans’ Hall of Fame
February 7, 2025

TALLAHASSEE —Twenty Florida Veterans were formally inducted into the Florida
Veterans’ Hall of Fame during ceremonies here, Feb. 7.The Class of 2024 is the 12th

class of inductees to enter the Hall of Fame.

The inductees include:
Augustus Aikens, Colonel, Florida Army National Guard (Ret)

Ronald Beasley, Captain, U.S. Navy (Ret)

Jennifer S. Carroll, Lieutenant Commander, U.S. Navy (Ret)
Thomas Corey, U.S. Army Veteran — Deceased

Arthur E (Chip) Diehl III, Brigadier General, U.S. Air Force (Ret)

Loretta Ford, U.S. Army Veteran — Deceased

Lorraine Holland, Major, U.S. Army (Ret) 7&; iy
Beatrice Love-Moore, Chief Yeoman, U.S. Navy (Ret) If';‘_ﬁ?
Lionel Lowry, U.S. Air Force Veteran \ %\.
John McGee, Major, U.S. Army (Ret) H?*'«’.\ \

Carl Miller, U.S. Marine Corps Veteran
Charles Mohr, Colonel, U.S. Army (Ret)
Jerry Neff, Brigadier General, Florida Army National Guard (Ret)
Ronald Rook, Colonel, U.S. Marine Corps (Ret) — Deceased
Karen “Sue” Roper, Commander, U.S. Navy (Ret)

Steven Saladino, U.S. Army Veteran

Kurt Schuh, Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. Air Force (Ret)

Jon Shebel, U.S. Marine Corps Veteran
James Stavridis, Admiral, U.S. Navy (Ret)

Harold Youmans, Colonel, U.S. Army (Ret)
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Stories of Service: Navy's Strike Group visits Nease High School

Part of the Navy's recruitment efforts brought its Strike Group immersive simulators to Nease High School.
Author: Rich Donneﬂy, First Coast News

PONTE VEDRA BEACH, Fla. — It's an immersive experience that
gives kids the chance to learn what life is like on an aircraft carrier,

but in a completely virtual setting.

Recently, the Navy brought its Strike Group mobile mixed-reality
experience to St. Johns County to give kids at Nease High School an experience that they'll never forget.
Most Americans will never come close to flying a fighter jet, but students at Nease High School got as

close as you can without actually stepping in a plane.

"It's an opportunity for people to see a day in the life of what it's like to be in the Navy, be a sailor or pi-
lot, be on a ship," said Commanders Joseph Collins, callsign "MoJo," who is a Navy recruiter based out

of Jacksonville. "So, it's pretty cool for people to interact and see what it's like to be in the Navy."

Strike Group travels the country to bring these immersive VR experiences to schools as part of the Navy

recruiting push to bring in future sailors with an interest in the STEM field.

"Just getting to experience the flight simulator and getting to experience the flight deck and the simula-
tor over there, it's interesting to see how everyone talks about it like being on an aircraft carrier, but be-
ing able to experience that through the simulator is really cool," said Noah Pedreiro, who is a cadet and
Nease High School student. Pedreiro took full advantage of the Strike Group simulators and also said he

wants to become a Navy pilot.

"This one was the ﬂight simulatorm" said Pedreiro while pointing to the different simulators. "I was the
F-35 pilot and [ got the highest score on that. And this one was you're out on the aircraft carrier and

you're directing the aircraft where you need to be, and you get to be the one sending off the aircraft."
A fun experience for the kids, but an important recruiting tool for the Navy.

"It's leveraging technology and things kids are interested in," said Collins. "Seeing how they can interact

and see how they can use technology going forward for this new generation. "

"I think people who go on it, and see the technology and how fun it is, and experience that could see it as

a career opportunity for sure," said Pedreiro.

Strike Group will come soon back to the First Coast, and will be at the Daytona International Speedway
from Wednesday through Sunday.

If you have a Story of Service that you would like First Coast News to profile, send an email to:

storiesofservice(@firstcoastnews.com
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From Today’s Daily Briefing by LuciaViti in the St. Augustine Record

Megan Wall, managing attorney for JAX Legal Aid, requested The Daily Briefing to share a
feel-good story of one of its own, Judge Howard McGillin, who initiated a treatment court

for veterans and was honored for doing so.

Wall wrote: Judge Howard McGillin started a treatment court for Veterans, instead of incar-
ceration. McGillin, a retired Colonel and graduate of West Point, started the Veterans Treat-
ment Court in conjunction with Bill Dudley and the St Johns County Veterans Council in
2014.The Military Officers Association Ancient City Chapter honored Judge McGillin at an
awards' banquet on Jan. 25 at the National Guard Armory.

A quote from his speech said, "Recidivism, committing another crime once released, for the
untreated incarcerated population is 71% and the rate for those going through Veterans
Treatment Courts is 17%), now that is a staggering statistic, and it demonstrates these treat-

ment courts work! And they do it at half the cost of traditional courts and incarceration!"

"Thank you for telling this feel-good story of hope, treatment, recovery, and success through
our amazing judge and court system! Judge Alexander Christine runs the other treatment

court, the Drug Court, and that is also an amazing success.”

Judge McGillin and his wife Anne on the right are flanked by friends John and Mrs.
Leslie (John Leslie is the mentor coordinator for theVeterans Treatment Court) during a

banquet held in McGillin's honor at the St. Augustine Armory

Megan Wall
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DEDICATION CEREMONY AT HALLOWED GROUNDS
30 January 2025, 1100 Hours

Approximately 50 attendees were at the Hall of Flags Dedication Ceremony
which was held on a beautiful sunny Florida day at the Cemetery Administra-
tion Building. After an opening prayer by Chaplain AJ Pellegrino, Pledge of
Allegiance, Cadets under the leadership of U.S. Navy Retired CWO4 Allan
Layne from the First Coast High School U.S. Navy JR ROTC were the Color
Guard who paraded & posted eight flags which now are permanently dis-
played within the Hall. The Support Committee Chairman, Pat Welch, was the
Master of Ceremonies and presented, along with the Jacksonville National
Cemetery Director, Christopher Morris, thank you-appreciation plaques to
the Teams of Donors who made this Hall construction possible: AARP; Dasher
-Hurst Architects; Eligius Metal Works; Lamb’s Yacht Center; Palmyra Marble;
VFW Post 7909 Auxiliary; VyStar Credit Union; and Yes-Dear Construction. Al-
so, the Support Committee Members who formed the following Special Team
were thanked for their time and dedication in planning for and executing
this project: Win & Mike DelPizzo; Dani Hernandez; Maria Hirsch; Pat
Mulvihill; Anna Noe; and Pat Welch, Team Leader.

l'l:'t LL OF FLAG 5
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REVISED FLYER WITH PARKING INFORMATION

Fort Stewart/Hunter Army Airfield
Retiree

Appreciation Day

March 22, 2025

University of Central Florida Student Union
12715 Pegasus Drive, Orlando, FL 32816

Presentations From:

U.S. Army Retirement Services Office

Florida Department of Veteran Affairs
Surviving Spouses Briefing

Registration begins 8:00 A.M.; Presentations begin at 9:00 A.M. Meet representatives
from the different agencies during the RAD Information Fair, 1000 - 1200 hours

Walk-in registration can be accomplished at the event — “We” want you there!
All branches welcome.

Please use Garage/Parking Lot H

Pre-Register at: https://2025Retiree AppreciationDay.eventbrite.com
Follow us on Facebook at:

www.facebook.com/FtStewartR SO

ONCE A SOLDIER, ALWAYS A SOLDIER... A SOLDIER FOR LIFE!
Receive Services Understand Benefits Learn about Programs & Initiatives | Socialize
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Archeologists believe they've discovered evidence of a British

Fort in St. Augustine

This discovery could enhance the understanding of history.

author: Jessica Clark

ST. AUGUSTINE, Fla. — Archaeologists in St. Augustine discovered what they believe is ev-
idence of a British fort from the 1700’s.

The discovery was made at a vacant lot in the Lincolnville neighborhood of St. Augustine,
close to downtown. The team with the City of St. Augustine Archaeology Program discov-

ered what they believe is archaeological evidence of a small British fort, known as a redoubt.

Seven redoubts are written about in historic documents, but no one knew where they were,

until now.

"They show up on maps. There are documentary references to them, but no one has found

one archaeologically," city archaeologist Andrea White told First Coast News.

White’s team was doing a routine dig when they found very large soil stains in the ground.
Archaeologists found two large dark soil discolorations that are several feet long and 15-feet

apart, indicating, they believe, the edges of a moat around the small fort.

The small fort, or redoubt, may have looked like the replica of the one on Orange Street in

downtown St. Augustine.

"So it would have been a gun platform or someplace where people could have used to shoot
at their enemy," White explained. "Or even just a lookout and have people or soldiers sta-

tioned at them."

She said there is no documentation to indicate the redoubts' construction material, but it

may have been wood or dirt.

According to maps and historic documents, there were seven of these British redoubts in St.

Augustine when Florida was a British colony in the 1700s.

Archaeologist Katherine Sims said there's evidence the redoubt was builtin 1781. She even

pointed to it on two different historical maps.

14




"However, in every map, it’s in a slightly different place and they’re all differ shapes," Sims

noted. "Which has contributed to why it’s been so hard to find them archaeologically. "

So what happened to that redoubt? It was only built two years before the British pulled out
of St. Augustine and Florida became a colony of Spain again.White said there’s no real docu-
mentation that the Spanish even used the British redoubts in the western part of St. Augus-

tine.

"We’re assuming [the redoubt] probably fell into abandonment and disrepair," White noted.
"And so over time the earth just kind of started to ooze back through, and rain flooded the

moat."
This discovery could enhance the understanding of history.

"Because we have located one of the redoubts, it can help us pinpoint more accurately the

location of the other six redoubts," White said.

Sims, commenting on this discovery, said, "It's a testament that even though we've been do-
ing archaeology for over 30 years in St. Augustine, there's sill more to find. There's always

more to find, and you never really know until you put a shovel in the ground."
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From Home Again St. Johns

The St. Augustine Elks Lodge 829 headed up a pro-
ject at Veterans Village to supply “Welcome Home”

baskets for each of our veterans valued at $400.

Each veteran could select the first 10 items they liked off
the list, and the Elks did the rest! Home Again St Johns is
grateful for the generosity of the Elks and their unwaver-
ing support! Thanks to the entire team that put this pro-
ject together!
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JOIN US AS WE HONOR OUR BRAVE TROOPS

50th Anniversary Remembrance
of the end of the

VIETNAM WAR

Saturday, March 29, 10 am
915 Walnut Street
Green Cove Springs, FL

“Never again will one generation abandon another.”

Questions/Donations
904-269-1857
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Al Bagocius is at UNF Adam W. Herbert University Center, Jacksonville
Old time vets need a corpsman, too.

Meet Robert “Doc” Hernandez, Benefits Advocate, Disa-

bled American Veterans.

Doc is only a phone call away (@ 904.524.2714

A corpsman is incredibly important to a Marine because
they serve as the primary medical provider on the battlefield, providing immediate emergency care and

life—saving treatment when Marines are injured in combat.
Essentially acting as their "doc" and ensuring their survival in dangerous situations.

Corpsmen are considered an integral part of the Marine unit and often build strong bonds with the Ma-

rines they serve with.
Key points about a corpsman's role with Marines:
Immediate medical attention:

Corpsmen are trained to administer first aid, treat wounds, stabilize injuries, and perform emergency

procedures in combat environments.
Lifesaving capability:

In situations where access to a hospital is limited, a corpsman can be the difference between life and

death for a wounded Marine.
Psychological support:

Beyond medical care, corpsmen often provide emotional support and reassurance to Marines during

stressful situations.
Integrated with the unit:

Corpsmen are typically assigned directly to Marine units, meaning they operate alongside their Marines

in the field.
Specialized training:

Corpsmen undergo extensive medical training specifically designed to prepare them for combat

scenarios.

#SemperFi
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Free disabled veteran parking privileges restored at Jacksonville

International Airport
By Kiley Miller, Action News Jax

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — The Jacksonville International Airport is reverting its recent
changes to disabled veteran parking

While people with handicap tags were able to park in the valet and elsewhere for free,

disabled veterans whose tags don’t have the wheelchair syrnbol were not.

Airport spokesperson Michael Stewart said the construction of a third garage was
rnaking it harder for everyone to find parking. Veterans we spoke with at the time ac-
cused the airport of moving them out of the lots to make more money on paying

parkers.

Now, those with a regular disabled veteran tag will be able to park for free in the
Economy Lots, Daily Garage, and Daily Surface Lot. City Councilman Nick Howland

says Hourly Garage privileges will be restored when construction there is complete.

Disabled veterans that have tags with the wheelchair symbol can park anywhere they

want for free.

In a post to social media, Howland continued, saying, “Thank you to Chair Michelle

Barnett, CEO Mark Vanloh, and the Airport team for honoring our heroes!”

ARRA Lk

_DISABLED VETERAYe
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NATIONAL VIETNAM WAR VETERANS DAY

WEEKEND IN JACKSONVILLE FLORIDA
A Very Special Ceremony Open To The Public

SUPPORT COMMITTEE

Where: Jacksonville National Cemetery
Date: Thursday 27 March 2025

Time: 9:30 am / Arrive 9:00 am

Address: 4083 Lannie Rd. JAX

Please join us at this annual observance ceremony-flyover-wreath
layving to remember & honor the courage of those who served in the
Vietnam War. They sacrificed, as did their families and caregivers. More
than 58,000 Americans made the ultimate sacrifice. Over 300,000 more
were wounded and injured, and more than 1,500 service members are
still missing in action. These MIAs are not forgotten. Qur Nation’s
efforts to bring them home will never stop- Jacksonville is the home to
the National POW-MIA Memorial & Museum at Cecil Commerce
Center. For more information contact our Public Information Officer:

pem@axisp.com f/ www.SCINC.com

HHEHAH
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Fort Liberty is back to Fort Bragg, but with a different origin story
Bragg is back, By Miguel Ortiz, We are the Mighty Military News

Fort Bragg is the home of Army Special Operation Command and the 82nd Airborne Divi-
sion (U.S. Army)

Yes, Fort Bragg, North Carolina, is back. On June 2, 2023, Fort Bragg was officially re-
named Fort Liberty; the post was originally named for Confederate General Braxton
Bragg. While the renaming removed the Confederate connection from the post, it deviated
from the Army practice of naming installations for Army heroes and leaders. It also caused
confusion for people trying to remember the (old) new name for the Home of the Air-

borne and Special Operations Forces.

On February 10, 2025, the Department of Defense announced via press release that Sec-
retary of Defense Pete Hegseth signed a memorandum renaming Fort Liberty in North
Carolina to Fort Roland L. Bragg. The release notes that SecDef signed the memo aboard a

C-17 en route to Stuttgart, Germany, from Joint Base Andrews.

“The new name pays tribute to Pfc. Roland L. Bragg, a World War Il hero who earned the
Silver Star and Purple Heart for his exceptional courage during the Battle of the Bulge,”
the DoD release states. “This change underscores the installation’s legacy of recognizing

those who have demonstrated extraordinary service and sacrifice for the nation.”

Private First Class Bragg served as a mechanic with the 17th Airborne during the fighting
in Belgium. In John Eisenhower’s 1969 book recounting the battle, The Bitter Woods,
Bragg is credited with saving a wounded soldier’s life by stealing a German ambulance to

get him to a hospital.

TR (B
Fort Bragg

Huomse O

The Airborne
A

Special Operations
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Old Warriors: Retiring the American Flag

By Rick McAllister
VFW Life Member
First City Honor Guard Member
Vietnam Veteran

According to the U.S. Flag Code, adopted by Congress in 1998, there
are three suggested methods to decommission and retire an American

ﬂag. All are to be conducted with dignity and respect.They are:

1. Recycled (not done much because of the materials ﬂags are now
made of).

2. Folded and placed in a wooden box and then buried in the

ground.

3. Burning the ﬂag in a ceremony that renders

honor, dignity, and military tradition to the flag
()-

Here in St. Johns County over the past couple of years, the majority of

flag retirements are conducted by the First City Honor Guard of VFW
Post 2391. Flags are collected from a number of drop-off locations
around the county and a retirement ceremony is conducted at the
Post’s recently upgraded site located at the rear of their property.
Flag drop-off bins are also located there.

The ceremony starts with one flag being selected from those being re-
tired and raised on the ﬂag pole. Honors are rendered by the honor

guard unit as the flag is raised. At the same time, the following is read
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by the First City Honor Guard Commander:

“This flag has served its nation long and well. It has worn to a condi-
tion in which it should no longer be used to represent the nation.
This flag represents all the flags collected and being retired from ser-
vice today.The honor we show here today for this one flag we show

for all the flags, even those not physically here.”

This is followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Next, the four retirement barrels are lit and 3

then, one by one, the flags are retrieved from ZT4
the storage bins and placed in the barrels

with dignity and respect.The barrels them-
selves are custom designed and constructed, and burn at around

1,300 degrees. Safety protocols are strictly monitored and adhered to.

When all the collected flags have been retired, that one flag that was
raised at the start of the ceremony is lowered with honors and be-

comes the last ﬂag retired.

For the year 2024, the First City Honor Guard retired 11,650 flags, av-
eraging almost 1,000 flags per month.They come in all sizes and con-
dition including those very large ones you see flying at the car deal-

erships.

“We take a great deal of pride in retiring perhaps the most prophetic
symbol of this country and that for which it stands. It is one of our
three primary missions and gives our veteran members the oppor-
tunity to render one last special honor to the symbol that guided

their service,” says honor guard commander Dan Weir.

This ceremony is the third Saturday of every month and the public is

welcome to join us. If you have a family flag that you believe needs to
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be retired, bring it to the ceremony and personally participate in its
retirement.The event starts at 9:00am at the ceremony site located at
the rear of VFW Post 2391 located at 6184 US Highway 1, South.You

can’t miss the Army tank guarding the entrance to the Post.

Two old warriors resting in the shade of a tree,
Both a little tattered and both a little warn.
Their bond grew early and remains to this day,

Their scars go deep as they both led the way.

Standing for the pledge with hand over heart,
And singing before the first pitch by dawns early light.
We all took an oath to follow her lead,

And she kept us going when we started to bleed.

My grandkids are learning from the stories I tell,
And I pray that they’ll never have to pass through my hell.
She’ll go with honor, with dignity and with pride,
But right now she rests right here by my side.

Two old warriors resting in the shade of a tree,
Both a little tattered and both a little worn.
Warriors on land, in the air and on the sea,

Share a few moments in the shade of a tree.
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Underground Combat:Tunnel Rats in Vietnam
By: Rick McAllister
VFW Life Member
First City Honor Guard Member

Vietnam Veteran

Underground tunnels and bunkers have been a part of the Vietnamese military his-
tory for a long time. Going back to the Japanese occupation during World War II,
the French colonial occupation during the 50’s, and then the arrival of American
and allied forces in the 60’s and 70’s, these underground complexes have, in many
ways, altered traditional military combat strategies, giving the Vietnamese certain

advantages at times.

When the Americans arrived, we knew they were there, however, we had no idea
how extensive the tunnel networks were, in many cases we didn’t actually know
where they were located, and then how to destroy them or take them out of the

combat equation.

For the most part, these underground structures could be identified in 4 catego-
ries; (1) storage bunkers, (2) pop-up ambush and fighting holes, (3) trench and

bunker units, and finally (4) the more complex tunnel structures.

The storage bunkers (1) were usually shallow, dug-out pits that were used to store
supplies that could be quickly retrieved like rice and ammo. They were mostly

found in or near Villages and usually had some light camouﬂage covering over the
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top. Many were found under the floor of a hooch.

Pop-up ambush and fighting holes (2), sometimes re- s ¥ "“""‘ﬁ
ferred to as spider-holes, created havoc for infantry e = '_;j
units on patrol through more densely foliated vegeta- i
tion. These were usually one man pits, sometimes 1
connected underground with small storage rooms \

connected as well. When American patrols would be 5
near, an enemy soldier would pop-up, ambush the pa-
B "\.*;_:E_ = -

trol, and then disappear back underground. Often re- f‘“’
ferred to as the “ghost fighters” as one minute they :
were there and the next they were gone. Extra ammo was stored underground for

them and they could hide under there for several days if necessary.

The trench and bunker units (3) were very similar to those used by the Germans
in World War II and the Chinese in the Korean War. Open trenches were dug with-
in firing distance of a Fire Support Base where the enemy could fire hand-held
weapons or crew-served weapons like small to medium size mortars. During day-
light hours, they were frequently covered with foliage to blend into the immediate

vegetation.

The last type of these underground structures, the tunnel complexes (4), were re-
ally amazing structures with ingenious and creative twists and turns, no pun in-
tended. For the most part, they were dug by the early Viet Minh and later the VC,
along with the ever present peasant farmer and his family. They were hand-dug
with crude tools and implements, yet they had the sophistication to support un-
derground kitchens, hospitals and operating rooms, sleeping dorms, weapon and
ammo storage, and command and operational centers. They were deep enough to
withstand bomb and rocket saturation, and vented with water and air shafts to re-
duce the exposure to gas and concussion. The tunnel complexes located in the Cu

Chi area between Saigon and Cambodia were over 100 miles in total length. Worst
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of all, they were booby-trapped and they SMELLED “off the chart.”

So, as a result of these complexes and the impact they had on the local jungle war-
fare, along came the “tunnel rat.”While there is no Army MOS for tunnel rat, and
while many who entered these frightful environments were just regular “grunts,”
an effort was made early on to train individuals to enter these subterranean hell-
holds. Most were combat engineers with extensive training in explosive detona-
tion and in defusing explosives, most were small in stature for obvious reasons,
and generally worked in 3 to 5 man teams. Australian units seem to have a lust for
this job, and are credited with coining the phrase {

“tunnel rat.”

The initial person to enter the “black echo” was the
“explorer.” He was sent in to discover what was

there. Fifty per cent of these guys did not make it

home. If available, a second would follow as protec-

tion. Ultimately, a demolition engineer went in to

do his thing and render the tunnel useless.
Destroying a tunnel was always a challenge. The options included:
Air strike with bombs or rockets

Grenades to close entrances and exits

Gas and flames

Hand delivered explosives including C-4

Personally, I was with Echo Company, 1/502nd Infantry Regiment, 101st Air-
borne Division in [ Corps. I arrived late December 1969 and caught my Freedom
Bird home on Christmas Day, December 25, 1970. I was not a trained tunnel rat. .
.I'was just small (145 Ibs soaking wet and 5’ 6”). [ was, however, in good shape
and pretty flexible.
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[ spent time with an 81 mm mortar team at FSB Birmingham, time with a security
and patrol team at Pohl Bridge on the Perfume River, and then with HHC and our
Recon unit collecting data for a MACV/S.O.G. unit operating between Hue and
Phu Bai. One of their missions was to collect intelligence from captured VC on the
arrival of supplies and personnel coming oft the Ho Chi Minh Trail and into our
AQO, and if so, where were they hiding or being stored. This was 1970 and word of
Nixon’s Vietnamization Program was spreading; the Americans were cutting back
and more responsibility was going to be laid upon the ARVN’s. Accordingly, the
NVA’s 4th, 5th, and 6th Infantry Regiments and the VC were looking to build up
for future offensive opportunities as they had little respect for the ARVN soldier.

In the process of monitoring this activity, we discovered 8 bunker/tunnel com-
plexes. Four were basic standard supply bunkers with some substantial hard and
soft supplies. Two were pop-up ambush sites with minimal storage, and the other

two were legitimate tunnel systems.

The most complex of the tunnels we discovered from a forward observation out-
post outside the village of Huong Tho along the Perfume River and not far from
Pohl Bridge. Under a pig pen canopy, we observed farmers (men, women and
children) walking out into a plowed field where it appeared they were dropping
dirt from shoulder-strapped side seed sacks. We also noticed at a pagoda about
300 yards away, villagers were going into the pagoda and shrine without taking off
their shoes (the normal custom). On a patrol over to the pig pen we discovered
the entrance to a tunnel underneath the metal livestock feeder. The villagers were
rounded up, secured, and we discussed our options. Previously, it was decided
with my agreement that if we discovered a tunnel, I would go in since I was the
only one who could fit through most of the tunnel openings. We had a supply kit
prepared for that option.

[used green duct tape to tape my pants tight around my legs, striped down to my
green t-shirt, put on black knee and elbow pads and fingerless gloves. I selected
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a .38 Cal. S&W handgun with a screw-on suppressor, a right angled flashlight with
ared lens, a K-Bar style knife, a 3-foot probing stick, a black rubber gas mask in a
pouch at my hip, 2 smoke grenades and a CS grenade. Ialso carried a spool of
white plastic tape which looked a little like the crime scene tape of today. This fed
out behind me from the spool which was attached to a belt loop on my pants and
created a safety line for me to get back out. I ultimately took the suppressor off

because it made the revolver barrel tip heavy and drop slightly when firing.

Once I dropped into the entrance shaft, about 5 feet deep, the tunnel veered off
horizontally in 2 directions. One turned out to be an air shaft for concussion sup-
pression while the main tunnel gradually dropped another 5 feet or so. About 75
yards in, I crawled through a small section that was shorn up with bamboo and
wood planks. It tuned out that this section was under Highway 547 and frequently
caved in (hence the need to periodically take dirt out and dispose of it in the
plowed field).

During the dark crawl through the next 200 yards, the smell got so bad that I ac-
tually vomited. There are no words to describe that smell that still haunts me to
this day other than to say it was a combination of human excrement and death. I
unearthed 2 punji stake pit booby traps and one dead viper that had been tied to a

line and hung from the tunnel ceiling.

[ had been in the tunnel for about 2 hours and it was getting harder and harder to
breath as the oxygen level under there was virtually depleted. After struggling to

actually turn myself around, I barely made my way back out.

Command decided we would go up where we thought the tunnel might end, the
pagoda sitting at the end of a foot path. Sure enough, after an hour of exploration
on the side of the hill, we found another entrance. Rather than go back in immedi-
ately, we set up a night position to monitor the spider hole with a plan to go in the

next day.
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Because this entrance shaft was much deeper than the one under the pig feeder, I
had to be lowered in head-first with a line around my ankles and 3 troops manning
the lines. As I approached the bottom of the shaft, I signaled to the handlers to
stop for a moment so I could just listen. And then I heard it. . .a slight rustling in
the dirt and the sound of cloth. I waited and waited and finally the tip of a long
gun came around the corner. I dropped down quickly and hard, and fired. I was

lucky.

Moving past the VC, I entered what appeared to be a kitchen and before I could
make any kind of an assessment, a second VC appeared at another tunnel entrance
across the room. I fired 2 rounds before he could get one off, and I immediately
reloaded (SOP was to reload after 3 shots fired). That was enough for me. I went
back to the entrance shaft and got pulled out.

Explosive experts with the 101st at Phu Bai were called in and destroyed the com-
plex with delayed charges at both entrances and grenades dropped down the ven-
tilation shafts.

My Commanding Oftficer had no problem letting me retire from the “Black Echo.”

[ was getting to be a “short-timer” anyway, and I really wanted to go home.
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SAVE THE DATE

SALUTE TO SERVIGE

HONORING THOSE WHO SERVED AND ARE SERVING

PRESENTED BY €RVyStar

Credit Union

SATURDAY, MARCH 15 Clay County Fairgrounds
9AM. -2PM. 2463 SR 16 West, Green Cove Springs

If you'd like to get involved, please fill out this form:
https://wkf.ms/3W3DSas$
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From Rick McAllister

Ethos of a Veteran
1. Always honor the Oath.
2. Stand with Pride.
3. Serve your Community.
4. Guide the Youth.
5. Protect the Vulnerable.

6. Vote for your Freedoms.
7. Salute the Stars and Stripes.
8. Never break the Bond.

9. Replenish your Path.

10. Celebrate life and death with honor, dignity

and respect.
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Jacksonville National Cemetery, Updated Map / 12 February 2025

Mapping Technicians have updated all key areas/reference points on the attached.. This will
be useful for those who are unfamiliar with the cemetery and to provide better customer
service to our Veterans and their families. Please reach out to pem(@axisp.com if there are

questions.
Padraic E. “Pat” Mulvihill, Public Information Officer

4083 Lannie Road JAX 32218, 904.534.0035 / www.SCJNC.com

JACKSONVILLE

NATIONAL CEMETERY
4083 Lannie Road
Jacksonville, FL 32218

Phone: (904) 766-5222
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Military aircraft land at Boston Logan for funeral of ‘true Ameri-

can hero’ who spent 6-plus years in captivity during Vietnam War
by RICK SOBEY, BOSTON HERALD

U.S. military aircraft were spotted landing at Boston Logan International Airport
on Friday ahead of a funeral for a “true American hero” who spent more than six

years in captivity during the Vietnam War.

Captain Richard Stratton, a Vietham War Navy veteran from
Quincy, died in mid-January. He was 93. Before his funeral

on Saturday, military aircraft were arriving at Boston Logan,
and Gov. Maura Healey issued a citation in memory of Strat-

ton.

An interment ﬂag was also flown over the State House this
week. “It is an honor to deliver this citation and interment ﬂag to the family of
Captain Stratton in recognition of his remarkable life and service to our nation,”

Healey said in a statement.

“A proud Quincy native, Captain Stratton valiantly served in the Vietnam War and
persisted through more than six years of captivity. “His service didn’t end there —
he came home to help other soldiers and civilians suffering from trauma and ad-
diction as a social worker,” the governor added. “We are in awe of his bravery, his
resilience, and his deep compassion for others. He is a true American hero, and

our deepest condolences go out to his loved ones and community.”

Stratton served in the Massachusetts Army National Guard, spent years at the
Catholic Seminary of the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate, and graduated

from Georgetown University.

He joined the U.S. Navy Aviation Officer Candidate Program and was designated
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as a Naval Aviator in 1957, while also being assigned to Stanford University and

earning a master’s degree in international relations.

He was deployed to Southeast Asia with CVW-19
aboard the aircraft carrier USSTiconderoga in 1966
until he was shot down and forced to eject over
North Vietnam. He was taken as a Prisoner of War on

Jan. 5, 1967, and spent 2,251 days in captivity,

“enduring inhumane treatment including torture,” his

obituary reads.

He was released during Operation Homecoming on March 4, 1973, and later
awarded the Silver Star for Valor, Purple Heart, and P.O.W. medal among many

other military decorations and awards.

When he returned home, he continued to hold various positions and commands

across the country.

After his retirement from the Navy, he practiced as a clinical social worker, spe-
cializing in psychological trauma and addictions, served as President of NAM-
POWs, and was the Chairman of the Department of Veterans Affairs Advisory

Committee on Prisoners of War.

“He stayed active in many veteran organizations ensuring their voices continued
to be heard and their legacies honored,” his obituary reads. He’s survived by his

wife Alice, three sons, six granddaughters, and several nieces and nephews.

Source - Stars and Stripes
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The American Revolution Experience traveling exhibit is on display in St. Augustine
Pop-up exhibition connects with people and places of the Revolutionary War

LuciaViti, St. Augustine Record

The American Revolution Experience traveling exhibit is on display in St. Augustine
Pop-up exhibition connects with people and places of the Revolutionary War
Lucia Viti, St. Augustine Record

The American Revolution Experience, a traveling exhibit, is on display at the Oldest House Museum in

St. Augustine, Florida until February 21st.

The exhibit features panels, interactive digital kiosks, and illustrations that highlight individuals and loca-
tions impacted by the Revolutionary War.

The exhibit has previously been displayed at over 65 venues and will continue to tour the United States
in 2025,

The exhibit features panels, interactive digital kiosks, and illustrations that highlight individuals and loca-
tions impacted by the Revolutionary War.

The exhibit has previously been displayed at over 65 venues and will continue to tour the United States
in 2025.

American Battlefield Trust, Maria Jefferson, Sofia Fleming and the Ponte Vedra Chapters of the Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution have collaborated to display the American Revolution Experi-

ence exhibit at the Oldest House Museum/ St. Augustine Historical Society.

The pop-up exhibition, filled with panels and interactive digital kiosks, connects audiences with the indi-
viduals and sites that witnessed the birth of America. Twelve panels spotlight individuals who were
“deeply touched by the Revolutionary War.” Three digital kiosks display contextual information, and the

online and on-site American Revolution Experience illustrations were completed by artist Dale Watson.

Trust President David Duncan said the exhibit connects viewers to those whose sacrifices shaped our na-

tion’s spirit.

“The spirit of the American Revolution wasn’t confined to halls of power where independence was de-
clared — it lived in the Patriot soldiers and the everyday people whose courage shaped the America we

know today,” he said in a news release.

The traveling exhibit, which will be on display until Feb. 21, has already visited more than 65 American

venues.
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Magen Alice, the St. Augustine Historical Society’s executive director, has welcomed the exhibit “with

open arms.”

“We could not be more excited to welcome the American Revolution Experience to the Oldest House

Museum.”

“With our country’s 250th anniversary on the horizon, there is no better time to share the harrowing
stories of the brave men and women who fought for this great nation,” U.S. Rep. John Rutherford, R-
Jacksonville, said in the release. “The invaluable work of the American Battlefield Trust and our local

DAR chapters is giving us the chance to connect with our past and how it informs our present and fu-

ture.”

Americans can visit the American Revolution Experience as it travels the United States in 2025. A static

installation of the exhibit remains at the DAR’s national headquarters in Washington, D.C.

According to the release, the American Revolution Experience’s first digital iteration won the Bronze
Award in the Education, Art, & Culture division at the second annual Anthem Awards, an initiative of

the Webby Awards. It also won finalist in the “People’s Choice” category of the Webby Awards.

The project is funded the National Society Daughters of the American Revolution and a matching grant

from the federal American Battlefield Protection Program.
History of The National Society Daughters of the American Revolution

The National Society Daughters of the American Revolution was founded in the 1890s to promote his-
toric preservation, education and patriotism. Members are descended from individuals who battled for
American independence during the Revolutionary War. Sporting almost 190,000 members in approxi-
mately 3,000 chapters worldwide, DAR is one of the world’s largest and most active service organiza-

tions.
American Battlefield Trust

According to a release, American Battlefield Trust, a grassroots organization launched 30 years ago, is
one of the most successful private heritage land

preservation organizations in the nation.

“The Trust is dedicated to preserving America’s hal-
lowed battlegrounds and educating the public
about what happened and why it matters,” they
said. “The nonprofit, nonpartisan organization has
protected more than 58,000 acres associated with
the Revolutionary War, War of 1812 and Civil War,

representing more than 160 sites in 25 states.”
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From the VA

VA has announced a new policy limiting the display of flags at VA facilities,
effective immediately. The policy is intended to establish consistency
across the department and aligns with longstanding Department of De-
fense guidelines.

Under the new directive, only specific flags may be publicly displayed or
depicted at VA facilities. These include the United States flag, flags of U.S.
states and territories, military service flags, VA flags and official flags of
U.S. agencies. Additionally, flags representing prisoner of war/missing in
action (POW/MIA), Senior Executive Service (SES), military command
units and burial flags for honoring Veterans and reservists are permitted.

The policy applies to all VA facilities, including offices, government vehi-
cles, medical centers, common areas and parking lots. However, it does
not prohibit the inclusion of unauthorized flags in museum exhibits, state-
issued license plates, grave sites, historical displays or works of art, pro-
vided they do not imply official endorsement by the department.

This guidance supersedes VA’s previous memorandum on displaying flags
during Pride Month, issued in May 2024. However, it does not affect exist-
ing policies governing national cemeteries.

“All Veterans and VA beneficiaries will always be welcome at all VA facili-
ties to receive the benefits and services they have earned under the law,”
Secretary of Veterans Affairs Doug Collins said in an email to all employ-
ees. “This policy will bring consistency and simplicity to the display of flags
throughout the department, ensuring a singular focus on serving the needs
of Veterans, their families, caregivers
and survivors.”

k
VA's implementation follows similar pol- ?
icies maintained by the Department of =~ - .
Defense since the previous Trump ad- Py § EF
ministration and upheld during the : ‘E
Biden administration.

|

Ly
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The National Purple Heart Honor Mission

Since its founding in 1997 as the National Purple
Heart Hall of Honor Inc., the National Purple
Heart Honor Mission has been dedicated to paying

tribute to our nation’s combat wounded through

special outreach and educational programs. The or-
ganization was the driving force behind the estab-
lishment and later the expansion of the National Purple Heart Hall of Honor lo-
cated just north of West Point, NY near the historic site where General George
Washington first awarded the Badge of Military Merit in 1782.

The organization also played a significant role in the creation of the Purple Heart
Forever stamp passed by the U.S. Congress and issued by the U.S. Postal Service
in 2014. In 2020, the National Purple Heart Honor Mission led the effort to pass
the National Purple Heart Hall of Honor Commemorative Coin Act through Con-
gress and have it signed by the President. This historic effort created the nation’s

first official commemorative coin honoring our Purple Heart heroes, which were

minted by the U.S. Treasury in 2022.

The National Purple Heart Honor Mission’s various awareness and tribute pro-

grams aim to ensure that those who sacrificed for our country are never forgotten.

Through the expansion of a national Purple Heart Roll of Honor, Purple Heart
Patriot Project missions, the celebration of National Purple Heart Day and other
programming, we engage people of all ages in showing respect for our nation’s he-

roes.

The Honor Mission is an approved 501(c)3 national non-profit organization.
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SAFE Project iS an organization

L\]) g &E.Eqﬁk!;gject that has developed programs to con-
nect veterans, active—duty service
members, and their families to the resources they need to address mental health
challenges and substance use disorders. In 2019, the SAFE Project created a mili-
tary-connected prevention and wellness program through the assistance of fund-
ing and support from the Wounded Warrior Project and Walmart. The firearm in-
dustry has partnered with the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs and AFSP to
create a safe firearm storage toolkit designed to help prevent suicide among vet-

€rans.

WWW. safeproj ect.us+?2

If you've served in the military or know someone who has, you’ll understand
why SAFE Veterans is close to our hearts. A veteran is twice as likely to die from
an accidental overdose than any other member of society, and for veterans and
their families, the transition to civilian life can be particularly difficult, often los-
ing the sense of purpose, camaraderie, and identity central to their military ex-
perience. Military culture also values self-reliance, which can lead to the percep-

tion that “getting help” is a weakness.

Our programs focus on prevention by addressing these concerns and preparing

service members and their families with tools to move from coping to thriving.

Need Help Right Now?
Dial or text 988 on your phone for the Suicide & Crisis Lifeline.

When you reach out, you’ll hear an automated message featuring ad-
ditional options while your call is routed. A trained crisis worker at
your local center will answer the phone.This person will listen to
you, understand how your problem is affecting you, provide sup-

port, and get you the help you need.
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Liberty Tree
Golf Tournament

Scramble - Four-person Team

Palatka Golf Club
26 April 2025 - 0900 Shotgun

Register: www.libertytreegolf.com

SONS i AMERICAN REVOLUTION

Details St Augustine Chapter
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Liberty Tree Golf Tournament — April 26, 2025

Golf Reqistration Form

Make all Checks payable to: Sons of the American Revolution Liberty Tree Golf

Address: Sons of the American Revolution
c/o Robert E. Gearing

522 Johns Creek Pkwy
St Augustine, FL 32092

Or payment through Zeffy by Credit Card, Debit Card, ACH, Apple & Google Pay, PayPal,
Check, and other direct payment programs. Zeffy is a vetted payment processor/provider to
Not-for-Profit organizations:

www.zeffy.com/ticketing/2025-liberty-tree-golf-tournament

Please send a copy in PDF format to Robert Gearing at gearing@bellsouth.net by April 12, 2025.
For more information contact Phil Perry at 302.559.4786

|:| All Tournament activities at $95.00/golfer
|:| All Tournament activities at $360/foursome
MName/Title

Payment Method: Zeffy Check

Company Address:

Contact Phone Number:

Email Address:

Names of Golfers & Handicap:

1 2.

£ B 4.

The Liberty Tree Golf Tournament is a Charity Event sponsored by the Sons of the
American Revolution and a 501©3 organization
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Libery Tree
Lol [ oyt il

Liberty Tree Golf Tournament 2025 Sponsorship Form

Please complete this form and send your check to: Liberty Tree Golf Tournament (LTGT) c/o
Robert E. Gearing, Treasurer — Sons of the American Revolution (SAR) Mail: 522 Johns Creek
Pkwy, St Augustine, FL 32092 Email: gearing@bellsouth.net

Company/Organization Name: (as you would like it to appear on our website as well as, promotional
and media materials) please include your logo, if practical:

Official Name:

Contact Person: Contact Title:
Email Address: Phone #:

Mailing Address: City:

State: Zip Code:

Yes, my arganization would like to be a sponsor of the Liberty Tree Golf Tournament, Please mark the sponsorship
level below (the LTGT is a charitable 50193 activity of the 5t Augustine Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution):

Tournament Sponsor

Platinum “Title" Sponsor - $10,000.00 (1 available)
| Gold Sponsor - $5,000.00
_|  Silver Sponsor - 51,500.00
[l Bronze Sponsor - $500.00
[ ] Patron - $250.00

Special Event Sponsor
(] Hole-in-One - $500.00 (1 available)
- Longest Drive -$250.00 (2 availahle)
I:I Closest to the Pin - $250.00 {2 availabla)
L] | am unahle to be a sponsor this year but would like to donate:
] + donation to the Liberty Tree Golf Tournament

E Gift "in kind" donation to the Auction or Raffle
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SECRETARY OF DEFEMNSE
1000 REFEMNGE PENTAGDHN
WASHINGTON, DG 20301 -1 000

MEMOEARTHIM FOR ACTING SECRETARY OF THE ARMY
SURIECT: Renaming of For Liberty
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defense of our potios. Fan Bragg has 4 [eoy and proud hiztary of equipping, training, wmd
prepering our Seldisrs w fight and pnevssl inany operticsal envitanment. This directive bonors

itz ulall thase whin hove bwined o fight ond wiaour
il i i keepines wirh (he installation®s eateemed and

stips neves sy und apprapriate sctions s

applicatils by ond replatiuns. The Ay shall
cijisation omd Sessminment of its plans, including
lementetinn of this decizion,

Fort Brag

The Airborne

And

Special Operations
Forces
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AMERICA

Veterans Radio

The Voice of America’s Veterans since 2003

2,000+ Veteran interviews and stories
Over 1,000 programs Manthly Veteran Benefits Hour with expert panelists
featuring: ] Small business highlights
Artists, musicians, authors, and more!

Every Veteran has a story to tell.
Listen to stories of service from all branches, all eras.

Veterans Radio is a 501(c)3 non-profit.
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Save the DATE
e Saturday, 5 April 2025

I O ET

/X (0900-1500)
What? #WeAreAFSA -

KEEPINGE

» Northeast Florida/SE Georgia Annual Military Retiree Seminar

Where?
Vg River Cove Center - NAS JAX on Mustin Rd across from the

Golf Club.

g Also Available via Facebook Live on the NAS Jacksonville Facebook page
{(www.facebook.com/NAS)acksonville/evants)

Who?

<+ ALL Military retirees
“+ All Retiree Family members
<+ Active/Reserve Personnel planning to retire

Presentations on:

¥ TRICARE/TRICARE for Life ¥ FEDVIP Insurance
¥ Scams Targating Senlors ¥  Advisory Support Available to Retirees
¥ Military Medical Support ¥ VA Programs
¥ Defense Finance & Accounting Service ¥ Financlal/Legal Advice
(DFAS)

)
4

There will be a Health & Wellness Fair on-site as well as numerous experts at Into
Tables with even More Information

Check for periodic updates on the NAS Jacksonville Facebook Page

For Further Information Contact the Jacksonville Retired Activities Office: 904-542-5790
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Y BOOTS 1
GROUND

MEMORIAL DISPLAY

Ower 3,000 Boots with a Picture and Bio of a fallen

soldier or first responder since 9/11 and an
American Flag line the strests
Florida's LARGEST Poker Run with over 1,000
registered o parficipate. 15 Routes, 44 Poker Siops,
Flyover at KSU
Live Music begins the night before the event, During
the: event there are several bands that perform
fhroughout the day
Silent Auctions - Military Displays - Several Vendors
Raltles - and More
Jeeps line up at the main venue and then parade
= fhrough the Memorial Display as they make their way
ta, American legion Post @ for an ;n‘hrgeﬂcbf party.

Live Music, More Vendors, Food Trucks and More!

GATES OPEN 8:00AM - KSU 11:00AM
3640 Newcomb Road Jacksonville, FL 32218

WWW . ALPOSTIFLORG/BOOTS-ON-THE-GROUND




Pedro Menendez High School has relaunched the Veter-

ans Commemoration Project at Veterans Stadium. We believe this project
serves to honor Bill Mignon, a celebrated Army veteran, our former

principal and many like him in our community.

We hope that this provides friends and families with the opportunity
to commemorate and memorialize those closest to them who are or have
served in our Nation’s armed forces, protecting the values and ideals that

makes the United States of America the nation that it is today.

Please see the ﬂyer below for information as to how to donate to

this very Worthy cause.

' _

VETERANS STADIUM

Purchase a commemorative brick today!

Commemarative Bricks to commemaorate and memorialize friends and
family who have served in our nations armed forces.

Bricks will ba placed at the entrance of Veterans Memarial Stadiom at
PMHE

Bricks can be purchased by visiting https:/'schoolpay.com/pay/forVeterans-
Stadium-Commemorative-Bricks SdmgozN or by contacting Pedro
L der High School at B04.547.8653
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Jhe"American Revolution

Slraveling Exhibit

February 22 - March 3, 2025
. mﬂfthﬂmermm Revolution in a capuvam b]em:l SEBlodras

amftlﬁl dneumentswlthihem.: ttin, :
ﬁfaﬂw stories of everyday indiﬁdualswhﬂ exper;
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March 7th
6pm

y » AMERICAN LEGION
~ *t POST194 |
I', j '. 4 3 ,‘ C3 ’_';; :: t .' '.-'

3 YEAR MBIIVERSARY CELEBRATION
Wear Your Camo to Honor Vets & St. Patrick's Day

Brought oyou by
<. SO Gond B o

'mumaszzasamsmnlmmmm /
1029 PERRLCSTREET IN WEST AUGUSTINE
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THE JACKSONVILLE NAVAL MUSEUM
iHl}Illﬂ‘. uss URLEEK IHDHLEB!

Y CALA Y

Fundraiser f
Friday, May 23rd, 2025

6-10 PV

A few facts about the Vietnam wall.

There are 58,267 names on the wall.

39,996 were just 22 or younger.

8,283 were 19. 33,103 were 18.

12 were 17 years old.

5 soldiers were 16.
There are 3 sets of fathers and sons onthe wall. =

31 sets of parents lost 2 of their sons. | *”*;gg
997 were killed their first day. < e

1.448 were killed on their last day.
8 women were on the wall, nurses.
244 soldiers were awarded the Medal of Honor during the
war and 153 of them are on the wall.

51



GREEN BERET

CHARITY  10th Annual Green Beret Charity Golf Tournament

Thee Gall Club a1 South Hampton, 315 5. Hamplen Chub Way, 5L Augustre, FL 32002
Fricay, May 16, 2025

Special Forces Association Chapler BS is a non-proft 501(c){ 19 voberan sendce organtzation
in Morhoast Florida serving he grealer Jacksanville area, One of ow primarny missions is 10
proirabe and support e goneral weliane of the UL5. Army Special Forces communily, aciive,
ratired and weleran, Our annual chadity fundraiser helps provides financial assislance 1o
edgible members, spouses, chidnen and grand-children in times. of naturad and unaxpeched
disasiers, We also award schedarship funds (o graduating area Righ schocd JROTC senices.,
and o support athr snea veserans and 501(c) suppon senioe oganlzasons.

GOLF
TOURNAMENT One of the Jacksonville area’s best golf tournaments by farl

Goll Packages:

= Foursoma $600 Includes 4 Gollers on a Foursoma Team, goll fees. range balls, antry lof door prizes, recaption
and @ great BEQ dinnar,

» Individual Galfer $150 Inchsdes golf fees, range balls, erry fof dooe prizes, reception and & great BEO dinnar.
Yol will b patred up other single players.

Banus oppotunitios alse nclude Door Prizes, Longest Drive and Closast (o tha Fin coniesis, and a Possibie Hole
in One prive (Car).

Fire & risal M-4 rifle modified o shaol your golf ball 400 yards downeange on Hale B and 17 (55 a shot) a3 an
aliarrabe bo hitling your ball. Theve is no stroke penally for using this fun iee-off alternale. A 2 1o 3 siroke saver!

The BED Dinner is opan io spouses and nen-golfing Triends (visil owr goll regisiration wabsite for telais].

Sponsorship Packages:

= Thtbe Sponsor 58,000 Inckides 8 Golfert in 2 Foursoms Teams, Company Bannar

« Platinum Sponsor $5,000 Includes 8 Gollors in 2 Fourspme Teams Company Ssjnage
« Player Gifi Sponsor §1,500 includes @ Golfers and Color Signage

= Closest to the Pin Sponsor $500 Full color signage on the hole

# Long Drive Spensor $500 Full color signage on e hole.

» Putiing Contest Sponsar $300 Full colos signags an pulling geen.

» Hola Sponsor $100 Full color signage al the goll course

For Goller and Sponsor Informaltion contsct Mr. Wade Carroll at wocarol@@ ocomcastned of call (804) B68-3861
Or Mr. Sleve Mooks al sfophon mesksd pahod. som of call (90d) B85-1828

Convenssnty located an easy 36 miles west
Towmamsent Agenda Tima of 195 at Exit 329 in north Sainl Johns County
Rogisrnion and Rargs Opr .30 AN -
Procend o Carts 1200 PR
Shoigun Ten-0ON 1230 P
Fire: M-8 1ae shot on holas B and 17 (5300 a shat) On Coatie
Longesl Dreve Hole On Courne
Clopesl 1o b pin om all Par 33 O Consig
Puring Conles] Al Tum
Fpansian Alver Telsnamant
s and Prics Cerpmony Club Mouss
B Dhnney Club Hoise

COME JOIN US FOR A GREAT DAY OF GOLF
AND AWORTHY CAUSE!

Te Ragister Onling: Scan the OR Code
O g enkne o greanberetchantygoll.com

By Mail, dowriload & form and mail i o us.
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Submitted by: David Treffinger
President,Vietnam Veterans of America
Col. William G. Byrns Chapter 1059, Clay County, Florida

Here is Clay County Military information about the TAPS Monument
in Green Cove Springs.This is the only monument that recognizes the
66 fallen Clay County residents dating back to the Civil War.There are
21 fallen from the Vietnam War.

We will be holding a Vietnam War Veterans Ceremony at
the TAPS Monument on Saturday, March 29. It will be 50

years ago that we left Vietnam.

I have included a photo and a story from when the monument was

dedicated in 2017.

TAPS Monument Fact Sheet

The TAPS Monument will be dedicated to the 66 Clay County veter-

ans who lost their lives during combat, dating back to the Civil War.

Where: Clay County Historical Triangle, 915 Walnut Street, Green Cove

Springs, FL. The new permanent memorial replaces the old monument.
Monument Sculpture: Richard C. Rist, The Large Art Company, Baltimore, MD

Sculpture Details: The four-sided, 5 feet by 5 feet granite monument will have
the names of all Clay County Fallen Warriors inscribed. Topping the memorial
will be the TAPS sculpture which measures 44 inches tall and a 32-inch base and
23 inches on each side. The high-quality bronze sculpture is finished in a tradi-
tional chocolate brown patina was designed by Richard C. Rist, a Navy veteran

who owns The Large Art Company of Baltimore, MD.
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The sculpture rests on a triangular base which represents a folded American flag.
The three rifles —a 1903 Springtield that was used in WWI, a M-1 Garand rifle
from World War II and a M-16 rifle to represent the modern era —form a pyramid
with the barrels down to symbolize the fall. The stocks of the rifles come togeth-
er to form the pyramid which is topped by a “steel pot” combat helmet that was
used in WWI until Vietnam. A Civil War-era bugle on the base serves to bring the

composition together.

Monument Designer: Craig R. Seaton, Broadus Raines Funeral Home, Green

Cove Springs

Granite: The jet-black granite came from the same quarry as that of the Vi-

etnam Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C.
Diamond Etching/Engraving
Charles Custom Memorials, Lake City

Monument Details: “Remember Our Fallen” will be carved on all four sides of
the Monument. The front panel has a dedication from Clay County and a quote
from President Abraham Lincoln’s famous Bixby Letter. The other two panels list
the names from the Civil War through the Global War onTerrorism, The four
panel will be left blank for future conflicts.

The monument will sit on a concrete base surrounded by pavers, a major fund-
raiser by Monument committee and the Vietnam Veterans of America Clay Coun-

ty Chapter 1059.The bricks will have engraved dedications.
Bricks Pavers: Stone Plus, Inc., Middleburg

Brick Pavers Engraving

Monument Services, Daytona Beach

Research: Vishi Garig, Archives Specialist, Clay County Office of Tara Green,
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Clerk of the Circuit Court. Garig did the historical and genealogical research on

each individual and confirmed the names of the Fallen.

Cost: §82,000. Completely funded by charitable organizations and individuals.

Not one governmental dollar was used to fund the memorial.

History: The monument was first proposed 10 years ago by Clay County Com-
missioner chair Harold Rutledge. In March 2015, the current committee chaired
by Gary Newman, President of the Vietnam Veterans of America Clay County
Chapter 1059, held its first meeting. The committee has met monthly to date.

“The committee wanted a monument that would stand out for decades to
come,” Newman said. “It means those veterans that have been forgotten for so

long will be remembered.”

Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 1059: Chapter 1059 was chartered
by Vietnam Veterans of America in January 2012. Gary Newman is the founder
and president. He is also the current president. The chapter has 130 members
which participates in various community events —The Clay County Fair, Cham-
ber of Commerce member, Northeast Florida Military Museum, Middleburg
Civic Association member and Veterans Treatment Court. Current officers: Gary
Newman, president; Harry Silvers, vice president; Paul Haws Jr., treasurer; Dar-
line Teel-Williams, secretary; board members: ].]. Thomas, George McCatftfrey,
David Treffinger.

Committee Members: CDR Pete Antonacci, USN (RET), Susan Aycock, Jack
Biddle, Kim Biddle, John Bowles, Ernie Cohen, Dave Fieber, Vishi Garig, Hon-
orable Gayward Hendry, Scott lannucci, Amy Morie, Deb Mueller, Gary New-
man (Chair), Mary Anne Newman, Greg Rawson, Dan Sanchez, Craig R. Sea-
ton, Harry Silvers, Karen Thomas, David Treffinger, Care Valleau, Joseph Wig-
gins Sr., ESQ., ArtYeaman.
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Donors/ Sponsors
Platinum Donors

Boondocks Grill and Bar, State Senator

Rob Bradley, Broadus Raines Funeral _,
&

M
n i B

A.Z. Guiragossian, The Honorable Gay- 5388 1 ]’l M. ! —

Home, Clay Cruzers, Clay Electric Foun- § -
dation, State Representative Travis Cum- %8
mings, The Honorable Wendall Davis,

ward Hendry, Jaguar Concrete, Inc.,

Craig R. Seaton, Vietnam Veterans of s

America Clay County Chapter 1059, Dr. 3 L ] |
Ann and Ed Wiggins, Wiggins Construc- R REMEMBER-QUR el
|1 ALL GAVE SOME - SOME GAVE ALL"

tion Company of North Florida, Inc.
Gold Donors

Ben Armstrong, JamesT. Barlow, Gen.
Roy S. Geiger Marine Corps League De- ;
tachment 1047, Mobro Marine, The
Honorable Harold Rutledge, VFW Post
8255, Middleburg, Vietnam Veterans of
American Duval County Chapter 1046
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FREE SERVICES

for Veterans

The St. Johns County Clerk of the Circuit Court and
County Comptroller is proud to honor veterans, active-duty
military, reservists, and dependents by offering
complimentary passport and wedding photos, notary services,
and recording services for DD-214s in November.

Richard O. Watson Judicial Center
4010 Lewis Speedway

St. Augustine, Florida 32084
904-819-3600

www.stjohnsclerk.com

57



%
%

'SAVE the DATE.

Mayor Donna Deegan and the City of Jacksonville
Military Affairs and Veterans Department To:

THE 8TH ANNUAL

MILITARY SPOUSES
NIGHT OUT

» JUNES, 202515-8PM «»

HELD AT : OPEN TO

VyStar Veterans | US. and allied military

Memorial Arena i spouses of active-duty,
: guard, reserve and retired

300 A Philip Randolph Blvd, : Service members.

i Valid ID required.
Jacksonwville, FL 32202 No childcare provided

For more info contact Tiffany Morales
904.255.5524 // tmorales@coj.net

Persons with Disability
Accommodations are

REG'STER TODAY available upon request.

_ : Please contact Disabled

jacksonville.gov/msno TSR FEECTTT
TTY 255-5475, or email your
request to karat@coj.nat

%
%

RLITRETY AFFAIRS & VETERANS
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Information
about FL

veterans

organizations

by county
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036 CR 418, Veterans Memonial Hwy, Bushnel, FL 33513

VOLUSIA (Veteran Pop. 60,090)

AMERICAN LEQION POSTE  3BG-T80-0EZ2

AT Biscayne Bid. Daland Fl. 52724

AMERICAN LEGION POST 817 (388 437.5007
&19W Canal 2. Naw Smyma Boh, FI 21683

AMERICAN LEGIOH POST 120 HE-TRENE

31 Walker St Holy Hill FL 32117

AMERICAN LECION POSET 255

E21-BRE-EITY o BRE-EI0-TH S wwvee bl D50 dCr 0

110 Howiees 51 Perl Oringa, A 321 I7
AMERICHM LEGON POST 265 5950904304
4457 USHWY 1, Edgowater, A 32141

AMERICAM LEGEQN POST # 351 (335 7a0-2887
PO Soc 4561 3648 S Ridpevcod & Do, 5202
AMVETS POST 2 3-40-TH

1208 5. Aidgewend , Edpawata, AL 32132

ANNETSPOST 15 (3560 M3- 13
B45 %, how York A, Dalond, FL 32700
ANETEPOST 511 [205] TE8. 1014

5524 B Algeweod M, Pt Denge, F1 3017
Th Wiest Vaisia WOWA Chaprer 166 479 3400WHg manthiy..
Gall Maj Gurt Voebel or geri@gral com Tharas fadacn
G LR, [RET] Thersasd ackoroutiooki oo itary Droer of
the Fprple Heass (hptr 316 39FER-T553W & W Hore,
1560 Mano i, Doytoes Boh, Lol W8 1pn
W CUTPATENT [3%6) 323-T600  pdk
551 Hutioaal Hialton O, Daylons Beh, AL y?
WIT CENTER of DAYROMA REndH  {3B2) 682600
1630 Waman Ave-sie C, Dayiora Boh, A 31117
WA Dwhona Community Besed Culpatiomt Clin 556
1200 Dietona B, Dedona, FL XI725  366-575-5000
WFi POST & 1580 [EE) MEnEAdd
1013 Vemesars (3, Doaylors Bich 37122
WF# POST # 2380 386 T3Rm
SI08 Alstama fes, DelLand 32724

WFW POST ¥ 5262 (3E6] TI-TNT
5210°5 Wilimmson S Fort Orange 32134
WP POST & 230 35 4241758

2350 Suaeet D Hew Srepeta Bch. 32168
WF POST 8080|3660 GEE-EBA0
31 5 Chprlet B bard sl | Bted (170503, Doty FLEZTH

WIETHAM VETERAMS of ANERICA CHAPTER 1043
SEEER00EE) PO Box BHO5T Port Orange, FL 22000
Wolesa County Veterans Serece $¥ e J8E-T405103
123'W, lndiana Ava, Datand, F1L 32720

TEW Woodi B
Latni FL 301
(HIEELERGE (OELE BN

Megtings are September - Mav ai I3
pom, on the
second Thursday
of each month at
Faith Lutheran Church
fellowship hall
935 8 Cryatal Glen Drive, Lecanto, FL.
Female Veterans
Metwork is selling
commemorative pins
recognizing Female
Vieberans.
Pins are available st
Mac-1 Signs.
T6E Grover Cleveland,
Homosassa and
Citrus Connty Radio
Stations 964 Crystal Glen Drive,
Lecanio
Call Cynthia Henderson: 352-618-6481

aEEN

she
wore
these,

Wt ol ke gve e
e o] care amywhese.
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JONSORED BY: SPONSORED B
“TERANS COUNCIL CLAY COUNT
_AY COUNTY _ COFFEE :

= CENTER FO
: m @ VETERAN

JOIN US IN DISCUSSING THE FUTURE OF CLAY COUMTY VETERANS

WEDNESDAY, 19 MARCH 2025
START FROM 9 AM
BLACK RIELE COFFEE COMPA|

Veterans Benefits Administration (VBA), U.S. Department of Vet-

erans Affairs

Which National Park is your favorite to use your free Military

Lifetime Pass?

Don’t have one yet? Don’t miss
out! Veterans, service members,
dependents, and Gold Star families
are eligible Learn more: https://

WwWWw.nps.gov/ planyourvisit /
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THE PLAYERS is proud of its longstanding tradition of
honoring service members, veterans and their families.

Military Appreciation Day | Tuesday, March 11, 2025
Ceremony & Concart
4:30 p.m, | TPC Sawgrass | 17th Hole

Military Tickets

LT merlary sdmission will be ollered o aciive-dully, reared, reserve, and National Gusd members
sleng with one dependent, on Tusiday, Marchk 11, and Wedr Aoy, March 13, aa well 83 oo ¢ +h
diary (Thursday, March 13, to Sunday, March 16], while supplses laat. Yalld identification snd credentisls are
reguired. Each ticket alie mcludes a 520 digitsl voucher, walid for lood and nonslcoholic boverages an-site

Weleran Thikets

Ditceunbed admiticn will By alered ba weterant angd are dependent o Tueiday, Masch 11, arad
Wedmesday, March 12, as well as one competition day (Thursday, March 13, to Sunday, Mach 16], while
supplies lagk. . n and crede i are requited. Each ticket alsa includes a 520 digital
vt her, valid bor foosd and nonaslcoholic eversges on-site

Patrioti” Oulgodl predented by C5X
Seresce members, veberans amd Thewr tamiles will have compdimentany access bo the Fatriois” Quipost
presented by C5X, an exclusive miklary lounge wilh complimentary anacks and beverages

Fan Shop Discount
Din Tueiday, Masch 11, aclive-duty, retived, asd ressrve wprvice membai will receive a 20% discownt af (ke PGA

TR Fan Shop in Staduam Widlage. This offer s valid on fuesday only and reculres & valad mellany B 5t checkout

e
e

. MILITARY THE YPLAYERS

APPRECLATION

Opbam | W




From David “Flyboy” Shelton
Fellow PGR,Below is an updated schedule for the Vietnam and War onTerrorism Walls.

September will be a busy month, so any assistance you can provide would be greatly

.
appreciated
PP .
FL PGR Vietnam & WoT Wall Schedule
To request ane of both of the walls for display, contact FL State Captaln
Email: flsci@patriotguard.org / 321-689-4699
Updated as of:
Data T Duration Wallis) Location Coammants
oamEd 2 e Sl T Daye woT WA Hompial Laks Mona Dvzpizyy In hospital main ity
|oevireaza - navr a4 Display 13000 Walerns Way B-11 Remembmncn
084S Tabie: e Crlardo, FL 32827 Coeromony 050 124 @ 1900 brs
[i=Teb TR 0800 - 1700 hes Sab-Lip ! Deploy 1 Dmy Wishram (WeT OB Fucisiorant & Longs Hatineg! POV | MIA Recognibion Dy 7024
1750 K. Winedind B ClA -1 Ewind
Dletand, FL, 22720
o 2 b Esoon 7 Daye \istnam (WoT  Amercan Leion Post 72 Fail Feeitaal
00 e Balp 1500 WL Chucs fvn Vistram Vi
0828 0800« 1500t Display Mulberry, FL. 33360
AR
e 400 e Eal-ly t Duy itnam (WeT  American Lisgin Post 45
V2SR 0000 - 1500 e Drsay | Tk Dot 18 sl EL
Pabkn, FL.A27FT
|Poanibie mmcart of The Waile o the peant
mEd 070 e 1700 hre. 1 Doy Vistnam [ WET Gty Mo (neres the sime| Crallarae 22 Rk Wk
0 W, Flant B Suridn faetnees
Wintte Gadan, P J47E7
i fats vt ] V100 b Escon { Salip 2 Days Wheinam | WaoT Andsiasia Bapisl Chuch Wotaian's Dasy Caramsirg
WHARd 0800 - 1100 e iy i Tk e 1560814 8 Escoil o Davlona 1 51, Sugusling
1. Supuedicn, FL 52080
e 1100 b £ Wk imiam WA Hoeaia! Lakn Mona Eracd in hospstal mpin ity
12000 Weberare Way Vielram Vi Weisrans Ony
Oviardn. FL 32827
POatas ared imees Do b viariilod
05 QB0 es Sl-Lp ! Dispiay 3 Days ietnam (WeT Gty of Chammont Wemorial Dy Cenemary
56T B e Tobier Dt Highlars Fanion Com phist i - Hame Do
) A BL R 50
Giermonl. FL. 3271 (ermant L
i ro] 100 e Eecon { Setdp Z Dayn Wistram (WeT  Ansssn Bams Ghumh Vs Dy Cormmeny
MWHI o0 - 1100 b Deplay i Taks Dirwn 1850 1A 5 [t dmem Cavona o 51 Augustng
t Auguetice, FL. 32080
0325 08 hes Escon { Bellp 2 Days akam Flarida Malioeal Camanary wietnar Wi Wterans Diry
AT T b v Disprkay ¢ Tk Do G50 W 1020 M.
Buslrall, FL. 33513
Catax and Hmes to be varitisd
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SAVING HEROES  FREE
BY ' J

#
For God, Country, & Commun

- -

Prepare Future Heroes

Support Warrior Families

Heal Combat Trauma

Prevent Suicides



TOOLS OF THE TRADE

*F*W

M1 CARBINE

M40-A1 d
= 870 & s [ o em—

I ”‘mz L

YMORE M67

MZE M18
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NF &

- Veterans Food Assustunce -
Program

What?

Starting October 1st DVNF
will be offering a one-time
grant per veteran household

to support their nutritional
needs.

Veteran Qualifications

« Must have a DD214 o1
an 1D
discharged or released
under conditions other than
dishonorable
stter of reference from a

case worker or advocate may

ake the application more

favaorable.

How to Apply

We have an online application
that will need to be completed
by the Veteran. The application
can be found at
w.grantinterface.com/
sl/dI4NjA. The link will be open
starting October 1st, 2024.

Other Detalils

« This is not a monthly grant.

« The groceries will be delivered
directly to the Veteran using
Walmart or grocery store
delivery service.

+ Veterans can receive up to
$450 worth of groceries

For more information, please contact us: (202) 737-0522 - info@dvnf.org
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You've made our country

A EE ]l T eER PLALE.

Enjoy your well-earned retirement at Silver Creek.

Thank you veterans for your service and sacrifice! At Silver
Craask, you can live life as you choose with greater freedom,
comfort and independance through the unique living oplions
at our community - including independent concierge living,
assisted living, enhanced assisted living and memory care.

Discover first-class amenities, holistic wellness programming,
gourmet all-day dining and vibrrant activities while enjoying
camaraderie and friendship at our close-knit community.

Call 800-821-B170 to schedule a tour and learn more.

SILVER{(EREEK

THE FUTURE OF SEMNICR LIVIMNG

145 Silver Lane | 5t. Augustine, FL 32084 | SilverCreekRetirement.com

Independent Concierge Living — Assisted Living
Memory Care — Short-Term Stays

Auninted Living Facility #12933
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The Fire Watch

Our stand against Veteran suicide took great strides forward in
2024, with The Fire Watch’s network of individuals and organiza-
tions trained to identify and support Veterans in crisis continuing to
grow and have a positive impact throughout Florida — thank you to
all the Watch Standers and Veteran Safe Places that have joined our

mission to end Veteran suicide in our state!

20247

15 VETERAN SAFEPLACES
+50IN 2024

8 16 WATCH STANDERS
y +2,3631IN 2024

9 79 4 VETERAN REFERRALS
y +2,834IN 2024

27|0/ NE FLORIDA VETERAN SUICIDE
O rebuUCTION (2019-2022)

STAND AGAINST

THE FRewaren | YETERAN SUICIDE
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HOW VA DISABILITY RATINGS WORK

BENEFITS CHART - Each increased level includes all benefits of the previous levels.

SERVICE CONNECTED PERCENTAGE DESCRIPTION
[® 10-point Veteran preferance in federal hiring
0% « No cost health care and prescription drugs for service-connected disabilities. Small co
| pays may be applied for inpatient and prescription drugs-Must be enrolled in VA
Healthcare
* VA Life Insurance guaranteed acceptance up to age 81 up lo $40,000.
+ UUse of commissaries, exchanges, and morale, welfare and recreation (MWR) retall
facilities, in-person and online. -Must be enrolled in VA Healthcare
| * Non-VA Urgenl Care visils at $30/visit including 14-day prescription (In network)-Must
be enrolled in VA Healthcare
* Non-VA Emergency Room for service-connected conditions or non-service-connecled
| conditions. If you have OHI (Other Health Insurance), but it does not fully cover the
| costs of treatment, VA may pay certain costs for which you are personally liable — Email
| fo: VHAEmergencyNotification@va.gov OR Call B44-T2ZHRVHA, (844-T24-7842) within
| 72 hours-Must be enrolled in VA Healthcare
« VA Dental Insurance Program (VADIP)-Must be enrolled in VA Healthcare
* No cosl health care - Must be enrolled in VA Healthcare
10%"20% * Prescription drugs for service-connected disabilities. Small co pays may be applied for
inpatient stays and preseription drugs-Must be enrolled in VA Healthcare
* Waiver of VA funding fee for home loan
+ Vocational Rehabilitation & Employment {10% with a serious employment handicap)
* Burial and plot allowance
| » Travel allowance for scheduled appointments for care al a VA medical facility or VA
30%"40% authorized heallh care facllity
| * Addltional compensalion for eligible dependents (may include aid and altendance for
| eligible spouse) o
* No cost health care and prescription medications - no copays-Must be enrolled in VA
50%-90% | Heatncare
+ Concurrent receipt of military retired pay with 20 years (15 TERA)
+* Add 3 no cost Non-VA Urgenlt Care visits including 14-day prescription per calendar

year for the Urgent Care visit
| * No cost dental care al the VA
100% * DoD Uniformed Services 1D card
o « Faderal studenl loan forgiveness
No restriction to
ncomes | Space-A Flighls (Cat VI) - Veleran & Dependens INCONUSTerritories

=With Permanent & Total (P&T) Status—

* All Non-VA ER - Must contact your VAMC within 72 hours

« Dependents Educational Assistance (DEA or CHAPTER 35)

* Dependent's heallhcare through CHAMPYA-Civilian Health and Medical Program (if
nol Tricare eligible)

|+ VA Dental Insurance Program (VADIP) for CHAMPVA eligible depandents

Individual Unemployability ~ 60%-90%

Same as 100% excep! must be unemployable due to service-connected disabilities with part time income
restriction $15,852/year (2024)

VA Derivative Benefits Eligibility Service-Connected Matrix
https://benefits.va.gov/benefits/derivative sc.asp
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e BARNABAS

Sading Vs Whale Agum
ST 5

s PRESENTS

MEMORIAL WEEKEND
VETERAN GAMES

SﬂTUHDAY MAY 24 2025

Sl o -1“ AT SALTWATERS SHOOTING CLUB, ST. AUGUSTINE, FL

5200 PER INDIVIDUAL

£ Jﬂ[n us to hr::nur those who died while serving in the United States Armed (
. Fnlm while r:::-mpétlng against RECON, MARSOC, SEALS, ARMY SF, and S

More Information Call: (850) 814 4320

(Mgl
i
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37th Annual All Veterans Reunion May 8th-May11th, 2025!!
E Il B '=m || = NI EHIE EEEEER W .

x VML

ANS MEMBRIAL REUNI

One of the Nations “Largest and Longest Running” Reunions!
PUBLIC IS ALWAYS INVITED TO ATTEND!

Reunion Date: May 8th—11th, 2025
(@ Wickham Park in Melbourne FL

Reunion Information can be found at: www.veteransmemorialreunionine.org

The Vietham Traveling Memarial Wall and S5ome Gave All—The Moving Tribute are being
donated for the duration of the Reunion by the VVB.

Wall escort will be on May 4th, departing the Eastern Florida State College (EF5SC) Cocoa
Campus @ 10am sharp and escorted to Wickham Park.

First Responders Honored and Requested to join in!

Scan here for all
of our links!

Vietnam Memorial Traveling Wall:
hitps://travelingwall us

Wickham Park: 2500 Parkway Dr. Melbourne, FL 32935
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FUOETRE DREPALTIEST O VETERSNE AFPaRIE

Fucomny Moy et awre! (08

« Health Care
« Education .
+ Earned Benefits

L] ey

FDVA.VSO@FDVA.FL.GOV
727-319-7440

~y OPERATION
" .~STRONG & READY

FOR WHITH D WD T =
FOR HEALTHY LIVING
FOit SO LA S SPOrra I

A Military Wellness Program

STARTING JULY 30™ , 2024
OSR - VETERANS ONLY!

To register stop by the
Welcome center or

email

Program Overview
Operation Strong & Ready (O5R) — “Vetlsrans
Only™ is an B-week/l6 session program s
designed to not only help our veterans get back
imto shape physically, but also mentally and
emationally, The program is held twice a week
for approximately 1.5-hours. Eath week a new
topic will be discussed or a new resource will be
provided to help better assist the veterans during
their B-week journey.

Program Goals

Increase parthicipant’s physical and mental health
through exercise, peer support and educational
fesounces.

Who Can Participate?

The program is opan to any military weteran who
desires to  increate  their physical  activity,
improve their overall health, and to connact with
other like-minded wveterans.,

For _mere infermation, emall  owr  MEitary
Duireach Program Coordinator, Eric Hermandez.
at EHemmander@icymca org-.

STRENGTHENIMNG FUR MILITAKY FAMILIES

72

Program Cost

Thanks to genenous donations and sponsorships,
thit session iz FREE for anyone gualified. Future
programs may have a participant costs pending
futwre funding

Program Details

In & small group setting, an O5SR instructor will
safely gusde participants through B weeks of
exercise programming designed specifically to
meet the veteran's needs. The program consists
of pre and post assessments, 16 exercise sessions
with a certified instrusctor, healthy living and
veleran resource dscussions, and a YMCA
membership for the participant and their
immediate family members for the B-week
duration of the program

The S$0-minute 05K session consists of:
+  Healthy-Living/Resources Discussions
+  Warm-LUp
«  Tearned Cardia + Strength Workout
*  Cool-Down

Program will b& held at
Dye Clay Family YMCA. We
will meat twice a weaek on

Tuesday and Thursday's
from

10:00AM - 11:30AM



National League of POW/MIA Families
Hello everyone!

The League is always seeking out photos of POW/MIA
flags, monuments, Missing Man HonorsTables, POW/MIA
empty chairs, etc. from your community to feature on our

social media pages and website.

Sharing with us is easy, just message your photos to our

email -

nationalleague(@pow—miafamilies.org

With your full name as well as a brief description of when & where the photo

was taken.

NATIONAL LEAGUE OF FAMILIES OF AMERICAN

PRISONERS & MISSING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA
5673 Columbia Pike, Suite 100, Falls Church, VA 22041

PH -TO3/465-T432 wiww. pow-miafamilies.org FAX --TO53/465-T433
2024 ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP FORM

Name: Date:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Home Phone: Cell Phone:

Would you prefer to receive League material by email? Y N Email:

@$20/member Total Amount:

IES EINE 23-TO71242
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How to report a Veteran’s death to VA

The passing of a Veteran is a solemn time that deserves to be recognized and reported
with the utmost respect. Veterans have served their country and worked hard for their

well-deserved benefits.

However, after a Veteran passes away, family members should report the death of the
Veteran to VA as soon as possible to stop current benefits payments. If the death is not
reported promptly, survivors or executors of the Veteran’s estate may have to repay any
overpayments received. Payments the deceased Veteran received may include compen-

sation, pension, education or Veteran Readiness & Employment benefits.

VA encourages loved ones of deceased Veterans to follow the guidance below on re-

porting Veteran deaths to avoid falling victim to benefit scams.
How to report the death of a Veteran

Calling is the fastest way to report a Veteran’s death so VA will stop benefit payments,

but there are other options available for reporting,
Options for reporting:

By Phone: Call VA 800-827-1000 (TTY: 711) and select 5. Agents are available Monday
through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. ET.

In Person: Go to aVA regional office. Find the nearest VA regional office.

By Mail: Department of Veterans Affairs Claims Intake Center, PO Box 4444, Ja-
nesville, WI 53547-4444., Include your relationship to the Veteran and any supporting
documents that can help us verify the Veteran’s identity. Examples of supporting docu-

ments are:
Death certificate or other public record of the Veteran’s death

Discharge document (like a DD214)
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If you report in person at a VA regional office or by mail, provide copies of:
Death certificate or other public record of the Veteran’s death.
Discharge document (like a DD214).

Provide as much information about the Veteran as you can when you first report the
notice of death to VA. This information will help VA Verify the Veteran’s identity. This

information includes:

Full name.

Social Security Number or VA claim number.

Date of birth.

Date of death.

Branch of service.

Best practices to avoid survivor benefit scams

Save important files, such as the Veteran’s military service/treatment records, dis-

charge papers and copies of their VA claims.

Go to the VA website. For guidance on creating an account and obtaining a VA security
Personal Identification Number (PIN) to securely access benefit information. A VA Se-
curity PIN is an additional way to secure direct deposit accounts from theft and protect

Personally Identifiable Information (PII).

Never give out PII via text, and be cautious of suspicious hyperlinks or unfamiliar hy-

perlinks.

If a survivor is missing a VA benefits payment, identifies a discrepancy in payments, or

find suspicious activity with a direct deposit account, contact VA immediately at 800-

827-1000.

Review all documents thoroughly. Survivors should never sign a blank form for some
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one else to complete later. They should always review the completed form before sign-

ing and retain a copy of the completed form for their records.

For protection against identity theft scams, notify the major credit bureaus (Equifax,
Experian and TransUnion) to update the individual’s credit report with a deceased no-
tice and notify the Veteran’s financial institutions so all accounts can be closed or trans-

ferred appropriately.

According to AARP, scammers also use names published in obituaries to pretend to
be long lost relatives of the deceased. When it’s time to write your loved one’s obitu-
ary, consider leaving out the birthdate, middle name, home address, birthplace and

mother’s maiden name.

For other scams predators use, visit www.VA.GOV/VSAFE.

VA is committed to delivering world-class care and benefits to Veterans and their de-
pendents by providing survivors with ongoing support and assistance. Check to see if
you qualify for survivor benefits, such as health care coverage, Survivors’ and Depend-

ents’ Education Assistance Program, housing assistance, or even help with burial costs.

For more guidance on how to report the death of a Veteran, submitting necessary docu-
mentation and finding additional resources available, visit VA Benefits For Spouses, De-

pendents, Survivors, And Family Caregivers | Veterans Affairs.

To report a missing VA benetits payment, identify a discrepancy in payments, or find
suspicious activity with a direct deposit account, contact VA immediately at 800-827-
1000. You may also file a complaint with the Federal Trade Commission if funeral
homes charge to set up funeral honors or schedule a burial with VA’s National Ceme-
tery Administration by visiting reportfraud.ftc.gov. For other scams predators use, visit

va.gov/vsafe.
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Burials and Memorials

VA honors the service and sacrifice of Veterans and their family members.
How to Apply

To find out in advance if a Veteran or family member is eligible for burial in a
VA national cemetery, click “Apply for Pre-Need Burial Eligibility” to fill out

and submit the application.
Apply for Pre-Need Burial Eligibility

If pre-need eligibility has not been determined, upon the death of the Veteran
or his or her spouse or dependent (also called the time of need), family mem-
bers should locate the Veteran’s DD-214 or other discharge papers if readily
available and click “Schedule a Burial” to begin the process.Then make ar-
rangements with a funeral home, National Cemetery Scheduling Office, or di-

rectly with a VA national cemetery.

VA Memorial Benefits

VA takes special care to pay lasting tribute to the memory of Veterans who
served and sacrificed and that of their families. VA meticulously maintains 155
VA national cemeteries in 44 states and Puerto Rico and is working to increase
access to accommodate Veterans and eligible family members close to home.
Currently, more than 94 percent of Veterans have a burial option in an open VA,

state or tribal veterans cemetery located within 75 miles of their home.

Note that most if not all of these benefits may be provided for Veterans who are
interred in a State, Territorial orTribal Veterans cemetery. Check with the cem-
etery to ensure coverage. Some benefits are also available for Veterans who

choose burial in a private cemetery.

Veterans with a qualifying discharge are entitled to VA burial benefits. Spouses

and dependent children are eligible too, even if they predecease the Veteran.
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The following burial benefits may be provided:
Burial in a VA national cemetery

Opening and closing of the grave for burial of casketed or cremated re-
mains, or placement of cremated remains in an above-ground vault, also

called a columbarium

A government furnished grave liner
Perpetual care of the gravesite

A headstone or marker with an inscription
A burial flag

A Presidential Memorial Certificate

A dedicated memorial page on the Veterans Legacy Memorial site where

friends and family can upload photos and remembrances
Burial in a private cemetery

A government headstone, marker, or medallion

A burial flag

A Presidential Memorial Certificate

Some survivors may also be entitled to VA burial allowances as partial reim-

bursement for the costs of funerals and burials for eligible Veterans

Please note that gravesites 1n a VA national cemetery cannot be reserved in
advance.To prepare for a private cemetery burial, VA suggests fami-

lies review these questions and complete required forms in advance.
VA Requirements

Discharge papers to establish your eligibility for burial services
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-_L! B 2 St. Johns County Veterans Oral History Project

L A Stories of Service

ST. AUGUSTINE

HISTORICAL SOCIETY SN Y X

Stories of Service is an oral history project
focused on the veterans of St. Johns County.

The goal of this project was to collect, N H-'ﬂf s
I/,
..

document, and preserve the memories of local
veterans for future generations. \
Materials collected by the Society for this
project have allowed for the creation of two
exhibits, one physical at the Oldest House
Museum Complex at 14 St. Francis Street on
display until January, one digital, accessible
below and through our main website under the
LEARN tab.

Items on display in both the digital and physical
exhibits tell the stories of our local veterans,
placing them proudly within the long and
storied histories of St. Augustine and St. Johns
County.

A sincere thanks to them all.

View the Digital Exhibit:

https://sahsstoriesofservice.omeka.net/

Main: 904-824-2872

271 Charlotte Street. St. Augustine, FL 320084

ST. AUGUSTIINE
HISTORICAL SOCIETY | Research Library located at 6 Artillery Lane, St. Augustine FL 32084
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Surviving Spouse Milestones Surviving Youth Milestones

ek i) seileshanar apply he frery parsoos AU
T il sl enc e opplp e crey pases d@ostion®

Chitd Tums 167
e Year Mark: Fliminatian of 554 artitlement faradult receiving
=hlowin, vul of quaries il apelicakile) Chitkl in Care benelils
Storage at govemmant expense exgires
- Apply far Home ot Selrchon [HOS) extension Chitd Tums 187
- HEART fet [one year from date SSLIYDG recemwed| College Fry Schodarship * Lineof Dty Cases onb
Lallege - Dependence Cducslion Assistance
Twe Year Meark: A service Connected Death”
oss nf Spause's VA Transidonal TC Rreefits | nas nf annuities (558, DIC, 580 unkess earalled in school full
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Vietnam Veterans of America

If you are aVietnam Era Veteran and live in one of

these counties, please contact the President for in-

formation as to how to join

Chapter/President/email/Location

1046 Tommy Tittle twt1968(@att.net

1048 Bob Adkins adk123robert@outlook.com

1059 DaveTreffinger dtreffinger433(@msn.com

1084 Bill Jefferson bill_jefferson@comcast.net

1088 Roy (Corky) Rudd corkstopper50@yahoo.com; Nassau
1092 Forest Hope foresthope(@usa.net; Gainesville
1134 Marvin Lagle mdlagle@gmail.com; Baker

Veterans Council of Clay

County:

President: Ansil Lewis

Meeting day is the same, first
REMEMBER WHAT OUR MEDAL STANDS FOR: Wednesday of the month, but

the location is changed to Clay
RED: REPRESENTS THE THREE ANCIENT

VIETNAMESE EMPIRES OF TONKIN,
PASRUAINS SRR room, 477 Houston St., Green
YELLOW:  THE IMPERIAL COLOR OF VIET NAM. Cove Springs, FL 32043,

GREEN: SURROUNDED BY EXPANSIVE JUNGLE. Meeting start at 11 a.m.
TED PIECKO, The NAM.

County Administration Build-

ing, 1st floor conference
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The Veterans Council of St. Johns County, Inc.
is a 501 C3 Not-For-Profit Florida Corporation.

X The Veterans Council of St. Johns County is comprised of
RO ' representatives from various veterans' organizations that work

with city and county governments and organizations to assist
ith matters concerning veterans and veterans’ activities.

What the Council has done:
* The Veterans Treatment Court
» \Wreaths Across America
* Homeless Veterans Standdown

* \eterans Day Parade
¢ \/ets 4 Vets
And so much more...
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LR Militaryfveterans “

tial chat at MiliteryCrisisLine.net or text 838255




FLORIDA VETERANS

R i
Jacksanville Area Legal Ald
St. Johns County Legal Ald
Clay County Legal Ald

The Florlda Vetarans Legal Helpline is a

project of the Majar General Ernast A, and
Marltyn Bedke Voterans Law Center at Bay Area
Legal Services, Inc. The helpline s a free service
for eligible Flarida veterans and their family
members,

When you call, you will speak to a scresner who We Can H Elp With

will determine your eligibility and set your Landlord-Tenant Matters
appelntment with an atiormey. «  Consumer Credit lssues

[= e Foraclosune

1.866.486.6161 Divorce + Child Support

Drlvers Licenses/ID cards
Saclal Security + Public Benefits

Discharge Upgrades
Call Today! VA Benefits

Hours: Monday — Friday And Other Civil Legal Matters
9 AM to 4:30 PM (Mo Criminal or Traffic Matters)

FDVA

Supported by the:

Become a Watch Stander with The Fire
Watch




CLAY COUNTY

President: Ansil Lewis, SgtMaj USMC, ret

Meetings :

First Wednesday of each month

Location:

American Legion Post 250
2608 Black Creek Rd
Middleburg, FL 32068

Time: 1100 (11am)
904-658-0105

NASSAU COUNTY
President: Mike Doran

Meetings:
First Thursday of each month
Location:

American Legion Post 54
626 South 3rd St
Fernandina Beach fit 32034

Time: 1900 (7pm)

Veterans Councils of Northeast Florida

BAKER COUNTY

President: Larry Porterfield
Meetings:

Second Thursday of each month
Location:

MacClenny Primitive Baptist Church
Fellowship Hall on North Boulevard

Time : 1800 (6pm)

DUVAL COUNTY

President
Meetings:
Third Tuesday of each month
Location:

American Legion Post 37
Main Building

San Juan Avenue

Time: 1900 (7 pm)

St. Johns County
President: Bill Dudley

Meetings:
Last Thursday of each month
Location:

Health & Human Services building
Muscovy room, 1st floor

200 San Sebastian View, St. Augustine

Time: 1900 (7pm)
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The Veterans Council of St. Johns County is proud to
announce that it has modernized its website and created
a Facebook page.

We are inviting all veterans to visit our website at:
NEW http://www.veteranscouncilsjc.orq
The Veterans Council will post items of interest to
all veterans, post pictures, articles, flyers, events,
etc. We will post our meetings dates and keep
you informed about events at the Jacksonville
and St. Augustine National Cemeteries.

Please join our group on Facebook at:
http://veteranscouncilsjc.orqg

Please select Join the Group to become a member

Once you have joined the Veterans Council Facebook group you
will be able to post your meetings, pictures, articles, fund raisers,
etc. It will be your common site to go to and see what’s happening.

The website and Facebook page were updated and created so
that there would be a central place to list all veterans activities in
NE FL.

You may have noticed the Veterans Council’s new logo, it was
created by Roy Havekost.
He can be contacted at webmaster@veteranscouncilsjc.org
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Veterans Council of St. Johns County,
“Helping All Veterans”

The Veterans Council of St. Johns County welcomes
article submissions from all County Veterans &
organizations. Articles should be of interest to all and
veterans related. Submissions may be edited &/or
shortened and used if space permits.

Send to: rothfeldm@gmail.com

The Veterans Council of St. Johns County, Inc. is a
Not For Profit Florida Corporation.

Our formation date was July 4, 2001 in a proclamation
issued by the St. Johns County Commissioners. It is
composed of representatives of the various veterans'
organizations within St. Johns County.

The Veteran's Council will work with city and county
governments and other local organizations to achieve
the mutual goal to provide a central agency to assist in
the coordination and presentation of matters concerning
veterans and veterans activities in St. Johns County.

The Veteran's Council will endeavor to precipitate, stim-
ulate and assist various organizations as they perform
patriotic events. One of the major purposes is the pro-
motion and education of national patriotic matters.

The St. Johns County Veterans Council meets the
last Thursday of the month at 7 pm.

The Veterans Council will meet at the Coun-
ty Health & Human Services Building,
200 San Sebastian View
Auditorium, 1st floor

Veterans Service Office
200 San Sebastian View, Suite 1400
St. Augustine, FL 32084

(physical location)
The VSO Office is located in the St. Johns County Health and
Human Services Building.
The office is open from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. daily,
Monday through Friday excluding holidays.

Service is by appointment.
Phone: 904-209-6160 Fax: 904-209-6161

Joseph D. McDermott Director
Lori Chapman Assistant VSO
Shauna Holton Assistant VSO
Jonathan Rojas Assistant VSO
April Manner Administrative Coordinator

The views expressed in The Patriot Reader Newsletter articles, submissions and spotlights

are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the views of the Veterans Council of

St. Johns County or the editors of The Patriot Reader. It is the purpose of this periodical to

share a variety of information that pertain to local veterans and their organizations.
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