
  

countries’ largest De-

fense Contractors as a 

community partner.  

    The Veterans Council 

will begin planning in 

the next couple of 

weeks for this year’s 

Veterans Day  program 

on Nov. 11  As this is 

the 80th year since the 

ending of WW ll and 

50 years since the ces-

sation of fighting in Vi-

etnam, we look for-

ward to honoring all 

those who served .  

Thank you for your  

service.    

Respectfully,  

Bill Dudley, Chairman, 

Veterans Council of St. 

Johns County, Inc. 

Sgt. Major Ray 

Quinn. The massing 

of the colors, the dis-

play of flags that line 

the Avenue of Flags as 

well as each head-

stone that is ornated 

by an American flag 

presents a stirring of 

patriotism. The finale 

of the 21 gun salute 

and the playing of 

echo TAPS is always 

an emotional mo-

ment. The MOAA-

ACC and Veterans 

Council are honored 

to conduct this cere-

mony each year to 

honor those who paid 

the supreme price for 

serving our country 

and  to assure their 

names will never be 

forgotten.  

    It was my honor to 

speak to the Veritas 

veterans group at 

Northrop Grumman 

Corp. this week at their 

monthly luncheon 

meeting. This is a group 

of veterans employed by 

NGC that highlights the 

needs of veterans and 

assists in the hiring of 

veterans at this major 

Defense Contractor.  

NGC is a good commu-

nity partner and gives 

priority to veterans who 

apply  for jobs that pos-

sess the needed skillsets. 

I was given a tour of the 

NGC production and 

assembly line and saw 

first hand the E2D Ad-

vanced Hawkeye in vari-

ous stages of assembly. 

In addition to aircraft 

for the U.S. Navy, there 

were aircraft being as-

sembled for the French 

and Japanese Navy forc-

es as well. We are fortu-

nate to have one of our 
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 Fellow Veterans, 

    Our community experi-

enced another incredible 

Memorial Day service this 

past Monday. There was an 

impressive outpouring of 

citizens from our local 

community to participate 

in this year’s Memorial 

Day service hosted by 

MOAA-ACC and the Vet-

erans Council of St. Johns 

County. Our guest speaker 

was General Craig McKin-

ley, USAF (Ret.) Gen. 

Mckinley delivered a stir-

ring message about all 

those who have served our 

country in uniform and 

gave their last measure in 

the service to our nation. 

He cited two names of 

those who are buried at St. 

Augustine National Ceme-

tery during his remarks. I 

was privileged to give the 

Tribute to a Fallen Com-

rade written by the late 
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The Veterans Council of St. Johns County meets on 

the last Thursday of the month, all are invited to  

attend.  We meet at the County Health & Human 

Services Building, 200 San Sebastian View, at 7 pm 

in the Muscovy room.     

                                       Upcoming Speakers    

May 29 

Rich Possert, Operation New Uniform 

James Smith, Holly Powers, St. Augustine Lighthouse 

June 26 

Maggie Beckerman, VP/Trainer, K9Line, Inc. 

Kelly McDavid, Haven Hospice 

July 31 

Liz Tissicino: Regional Service to the Armed Forces and International           

Services Director, American Red Cross of North Florida 

Peter Jennison, SJC Chapter Veteran Enforcers Motorcycle Assoc. 

August 28 

   Dr. Michael Butler, Prof. Flagler College, Vietnam Historian 

September 25 

Eddie Creamer, SJC Property Appraiser 

Jerry Domask, Vietnam veteran speaks about Ted Gostas, POW 

October 30 

Jill Lancaster, Guitars for Vets 

Eric Hernandez, Military Outreach Director, St Augustine YMCA 

November 20 

David McCuistan, former Chapter Commander, MOWW 

Ed Turner, Exec. Dir. Cecil Field POW MIA Memorial 

December 18 

Dr. Amy Giroux,  Univ. of Central FL,    

Identifying the two graves holding the remains of 12 Great Plains Native Amer-

icans who were among the 72 captured in the 1870s and became prisoners of 

war in St. Augustine.   
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

St. Johns County Supports the Veterans Village of St. Johns  

The Veterans Village is a sanctuary for military veterans to 

regain their footing and find a safe haven.  

ST. JOHNS COUNTY, Florida, May 22, 2025 – In recognition of May as Military Apprecia-

tion Month, St. Johns County announced the financial support of the Veterans Village of 

St. Johns and the debut of a special video on the project produced by the Office of Public 

Affairs. At the January 21, 2025, St. Johns County Board of County Commissioners (BCC) 

Regular Meeting, the BCC approved a Resolution for allocating $125,000 in funding for 

fiscal year 2025 to Home Again St. Johns, Inc. for operational costs for Veterans Village as 

well as recommending annual reoccurring funding subject to yearly appropriation and 

budget approval.  

“Everything we like about living here in America and the right to voice our opinion 

about the things we don’t like - all those things are only possible because of our veterans 

putting themselves in harm’s way,” said County Commissioner Christian Whitehurst  

Home Again St. Johns and the Veterans Council of St. Johns County joined forces to buy 

St. Augustine’s Old Town Inn and repurpose it into Veterans Village, supportive housing 

for military veterans.  

“It's been a great opportunity to give them the safety and security that they now have 

here at the Veterans Village,” said Bill Dudley, Chairman of Veterans Council.  

Operated and managed by Home Again St. Johns, Veterans Village is a sanctuary for mili-

tary veterans to regain their footing and find a safe haven. “This is a win-win not only for 

the community, but especially for our veteran community,” said County Commissioner 

Clay Murphy.  

In March of 2024, Home Again St. Johns. Inc. purchased a motel on Anastasia Island called 

the St. Augustine’s Old Town Inn to serve as the Veterans Village. “It’s really unique and 

wonderful to see something that’s broken like the hotels or the apartment complexes that 

no one is using and it’s not anyone’s home and then we go and refurbish them and be-

comes someone’s home,” said County Commissioner Krista Joseph.  

The 20-unit, one apartment facility provides supportive housing exclusively for military 

veterans, offering both transitional and permanent affordable options for residents and 

offers wraparound supportive services such as access to healthcare, mental health sup-
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port, addiction recovery programs, and employment assistance. “When you look at what 

a veteran has done for us, to be honest, it seems like such a small way for us to show our 

appreciation,” said County Commissioner Ann Taylor.  

Veterans Village serves as a sanctuary where veterans can rebuild their lives, fostering dig-

nity, independence, personal growth, housing stabilization, and community.  The $125,000 

in grant funding from the County is for veteran related needs and operational needs at 

Veterans Village to include, but not limited to, case management, resource and referral, 

employment-related activities, drug and alcohol support, transportation to appoint-

ments, deposits, rental assistance, food, durable medical equipment (not covered by in-

surance, VA, etc.), appliances to assist the veteran such as grab bars, shower chairs, etc. 

(not covered by any insurance, VA, etc.) and other needs a veteran may need to start work 

or continue employment and remain housed.  

“It was so important that we helped stand this up; they were so close to making Veterans 

Village a reality, and it was our privilege and honor to be able to make that come to frui-

tion,” said County Commissioner Sarah Arnold.  

May is Military Appreciation Month, a special time for those in and out of the military. It 

is a time designated to honor and recognize the contributions, sacrifices, and service of 

the members of the armed forces, past and present. Congress designated May as National 

Military Appreciation Month in 1999 to ensure the nation was given the chance to public-

ly show their appreciation for troops past and present.  It serves as a reminder of the pro-

found contributions made by service members. 

Veterans Village of St. Johns, the debut of a special video on the project produced by the 

Office of Public Affairs. 

 https://youtu.be/SqWUKGdTKpM 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

https://youtu.be/SqWUKGdTKpM
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Flag raising ceremony at the new St. Augustine Veterans 

Village (Home for the Hero's)  
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   VETERANS COUNCIL OF ST. JOHNS COUNTY 

MINUTES OF GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

APRIL 24, 2025 

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Dudley 

WELCOME AND OPENING REMARKS: Chairman Dudley 

PLEDGE: Chairman Dudley 

INVOCATION: Chaplain Jefferson 

INTRODUCTION OF NEW GUESTS: New attendees introduced themselves 

and who they represent. 

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: Minutes of last meeting conducted March 24, 

2025, were presented by Chairman Dudley. Copies of the Minutes are available 

on the sign-in table and were sent to members electronically by the Secretary. The 

minutes were approved by voice vote with no changes.  

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Mountcastle presented April 24, 2025, 

Treasurer’s Report to the Council. The Council’s March 26, 2025, liquid cash bal-

ance was $152,026.62. As of April 23, 2025, the Council’s total liquid cash bal-

ance was $143,674.18. Treasurer Mountcastle went over the Treasurer’s Report 

including all incoming funds and expenses going out. The floor was open for any 

questions. The Treasurer’s Report was approved by voice vote with no changes.  

 

SPEAKERS: 

RON HOWARD, NATIONAL PATHFINDER ASSOCIATION 

Mr. Howard introduced himself and he is the Treasurer of the National Pathfinder 
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Association. US Army Pathfinders are distinguished by the winged torch badge sig-

nifying the airborne and aviation along with the torch to light the path. Pathfinders 

are indelibly linked to the airborne and aviation’s historic past from the origins of 

the airborne forces during WWII, Korea, Vietnam, Gulf War Afghanistan, and all 

other small unit operations in between. Pathfinders are trained to conduct unit 

operations to establish drop zone identification, determine the computed air re-

lease point (CARP) for both personnel and equipment along with landing zones 

for airmobile operations. Pathfinders are the eyes and ears of the airborne and avi-

ation units prior to their operational insertion. Mr. Howard gave a slideshow 

presentation to the council thoroughly detailing Pathfinders and their mode of op-

eration.  

The floor was open to questions and answers. 

After his presentation was complete, Mr. Howard presented the Pathfinder Chal-

lenge Coin to Chairman Dudley.  

MATT MILDORF, WARRIOR-SCHOLAR PROJECT 

Mr. Mildorf introduced himself and gave a brief history of his background. He is 

the Outreach Recruiting Manager for the Warrior-Scholar Project. The vision of 

his organization is to ensure that every degree-seeking enlisted Veteran and transi-

tioning service member succeeds in their pursuit of higher education and beyond. 

Mr. Mildorf gave a slideshow presentation on the mission and accomplishments of 

the Project in helping Veterans transition back into the academic community – of-

ficially an academic bootcamp. It is an intensive program to help Veterans go back 

to school.  

The floor was open for questions and answers. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Due to time constraints, there were no committee reports given for this meeting.  
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UNFINISHED/NEW BUSINESS 

Chairman Dudley gave an update on the Veterans Village and the Flag Raising 

Ceremony that was conducted for the event.  

On May 10th at 2:00 pm the ceremony for the Heritage Veterans Program will 

take place at St. Joseph Academy. Donna Boyce spoke of the Program and the 

book that will be presented for the Veterans that were interviewed for the publi-

cation. 

Chairman Dudley reminded everyone of the Memorial Day program that will be 

held on May 26, 2025, at 10:00 am. Volunteers are needed for the “Flags In” on 

May 23rd and “Flags Out” on May 27th.  

The Ray Quinn Scholarships for this year have been presented to a selected 

JROTC cadet at St. Augustine and Nease High Schools. The scholarship is in the 

amount of $1,000 for each.  

Chairman Dudley spoke of the renovation project for the St. Augustine National 

Cemetery. The Chairman spoke of each renovation aspect of the project. The es-

timated amount that has been appropriated for the renovation project is in ex-

cess of five million dollars. A Fall time period is expected for the project to 

start. 

The floor was open for any new business to be presented by those in attendance.  

The meeting adjourned at 8:27 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

William Dudley, Chairman  
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Recited by Veterans Council Chairman Bill Dudley 

at the Memorial Day Ceremony at the St Augustine 

National Cemetery 
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Memorial Day Ceremony at the St Augustine National Cemetery, 2025 

Photos by Mark Cubbedge 
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From The St. Johns Citizen 

Remembering the life and legacy of the first 

St. Johns County man to fall in Vietnam 

By Selim Algar  on May 25, 2025 

This Memorial Day, St. Johns County honors Private First Class Leo C. Chase Jr., 

the first soldier from the area to perish in the Vietnam War. 

Born on June 30, 1941, in St. Augustine, the native Floridian grew up in the his-

torically African American community of Lincolnville. 

His sister, Carla Chase, remembered her sibling as “a wonderful man. He was 

kind, gentle,” reflecting the person behind the uniform—a beloved brother and 

son whose death rocked his distant hometown like a mortar shell. 

As the Vietnam War escalated, Chase Jr. enlisted in the U.S. Army. He was as-

signed as a rifleman with Charlie Company, 1st Battalion, 7th Cavalry Regiment, a 

unit with a long and respected history. 

In November 1965, Chase was deployed to South Vietnam and took part in the 

Battle of Ia Drang Valley, one of the earliest and fiercest battles of the war. 

During heavy combat near the Cambodian border on November 15, 1965, PFC 

Chase was cut down in action at just 23 years old. His death marked the first loss 

from St. Johns County in Vietnam, bringing the cost of the remote conflict home 

to the Old City. 

Chase’s passing exacted a steep toll on his immediate family and the Lincolnville 

community. His sister has spoken about the importance of remembering him as 

more than a soldier as the years pass. 

“He was a gentle soul,” she told the St. Augustine Record in 2021. “We want    
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people in the community to know who he was and to remember his sacrifice.” 

In 2021, the St. Augustine VA Clinic was officially 

named in PFC Leo C. Chase Jr.’s honor. The effort 

was spurred by former local lawmakers including 

John Rutherford and Michael Waltz, with support 

from current Secretary of State Marco Rubio. 

The clinic serves thousands of veterans in St. Johns 

County and surrounding areas, providing care and support as a lasting tribute to 

Chase and all who served. 

The dedication ceremony was a significant moment for Chase’s family and the lo-

cal community, providing a visible and lasting recognition of his sacrifice. 

Three years before his passing, his daughter, Dr. Nathalie Chase Thompson. wrote 

a comment on an online memorial. 

“Leo although I was so young when I lost you, I can still see you standing in the 

living room door,” she wrote. “Thought you were a giant. The Holy Spirit has 

called you to be just that to me in my heart. I will forever love you and keep you 

in my heart.” 
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Operation Lifeline Inc. is in Green Cove Springs. 

What an incredible day in the City of Green Cove Springs! 

Today, we cut the ribbon on Clay County’s first permanent supportive 

housing site for veterans—made possible through a powerful partnership 

with Operation Barnabas Inc. and the support of an amazing community. 

From the presentation of the colors to heartfelt remarks from our speak-

ers, every moment reflected the mission: dignity, stability, and a fresh 

start for those who’ve served. 

Thank you to everyone who joined us, supported us, and helped bring 

this vision to life. This home offers more than just a roof—it provides a 

foundation for healing and renewal. And it’s only the beginning. 

Let’s keep opening doors!  
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Joe Shomo 

On May 16th, World War II Veteran Joe Shomo passed away. When Veterans Council 

Chairman Bill Dudley received the news, he said: “I am very saddened to hear of Joe's 

passing. Another of our Greatest Generation has marched off for the last roll call”. 

On September 17th, 2024 Joe was recognized by the St Johns County Board of Coun-

ty Commissioners in a ceremony. 

—————————————————- 

St. Johns County Honors 101-Year-Old World War II Veteran 

 

On Sept. 17, 2024 St. Johns County celebrated the remarkable life and service of Mr. 

Joe Shomo, a resident of St. Augustine and a World War II veteran, during a recogni-

tion ceremony held in the St. Johns County Administration Rotunda.   

Mr. Shomo, who turned 101 on Aug. 21, was honored with a ceremony and a Certifi-

cate of Recognition presented during the Board of County Commissioners regular 

meeting. Family, friends, and officials welcomed Mr. Shomo, who was provided a po-

lice escort by the St. Johns County Sheriff’s Office. 

Born in South Fork, Pennsylvania, on Aug. 21, 1923, Mr. Shomo grew up in Derry, 

Pennsylvania, where he developed a love for baseball and basketball. After graduating 

high school in 1941, he attended the University of Indiana in Pennsylvania until he was 

drafted into the U.S. Army on May 24, 1943. 

Mr. Shomo underwent basic training and specialized as a T5 radio repairman, serving 

in various locations, including Fort McClellan, Alabama, and Fort Monmouth, New 

Jersey. He was deployed to France, where he provided critical radio repair support 

during the war. Following his honorable discharge on Feb. 9, 1946, he continued his 

education, earning degrees in education and accounting. 

In addition to his military service, Mr. Shomo had a successful career working for sev-

eral notable companies, including IBM, Trans World Airlines, Mack Trucks, U.S. Steel, 

and Hamilton Oil. He has lived in cities such as Baltimore, Jacksonville, and Littleton, 
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Colorado. He married Marcella Shomo on July 21, 1960, and they enjoyed nearly 50 

years together before her passing. In 1996, he made St. Augustine his home, where he 

continues to enjoy retirement. 

The ceremony featured remarks from officials, including U.S. Congressman John 

Rutherford, St. Johns County District 1 Commissioner Christian Whitehurst, St. Johns 

County Veterans Council Chairman Bill Dudley, and Ashley Cook, Senior Regional Di-

rector for U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio. The St. Augustine High School Junior Reserve Of-

ficers’ Training Corps (JROTC) cadets were also present to honor Mr. Shomo for his 

dedication to serving our country. St. Johns County extends its heartfelt gratitude to 

Mr. Shomo for his service and commitment to the nation. His legacy serves as an inspi-

ration to all. 

 

  

Joe Shomo with his sisters Joe in Washington, DC 1943 

Chairman Dudley with Joe Shomo at the Ceremony 
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On Friday, May 23rd BG Richard Capps led a 

Memorial Day Ceremony at Silver Creek, an 

Assisted Living facility on SR 207 in St Augus-

tine. 

BG Capps spoke of the meaning of Memorial Day and Honored the 

Silver Creek resident Veterans during the Ceremony. 

One of the highlights of the talk was the presentation bt=y General 

Capps of a plaque to Mo Light, a 97 year old World Wat II Navy Vet-

eran. 

It was a great day to be an American as small flags were given to all 

in attendance and patriotic songs were loudly sung. 

BG Capps and 

the Silver Creek   

veterans 

BG Capps pre-

senting WW II 

Navy Veteran, 

97 year old Mo 

Light with a 

plaque 
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St Johns County Parks & Recreation 

In April, the county worked with the VA on 

a weeklong clinic for disabled veterans,     

including archery, fishing, and pickleball. 

Sign up for their newsletter to learn about our own upcom-

ing veterans programs. 

 sjcparksandrec@sjcfl.us    904-209-0333 

 

 

mailto:sjcparksandrec@sjcfl.us
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SGT Sean Karpf  

On June 15, 2012, Army 

Sergeant Karpf was 

serving as an Infantry paratrooper with Company C, 1-508th 

Parachute Infantry Regiment, 4th Brigade, 82nd Airborne Di-

vision in Kandahar, Afghanistan when he was injured in an im-

provised explosive device (IED) blast. He sustained the loss of 

his left leg below the knee, back injuries, tinnitus, and trau-

matic brain injury (TBI). 

Sean was airlifted to Landstuhl, Germany, then transported to 

Walter Reed Medical Center where he underwent more than 

20 surgeries on his legs and spent 15 months in rehabilitation. 

Owner of “A Leg Up”, the family pressure washing business, 

Sean and his wife, Brandy, are parents to a daughter, Marissa, 

and a son, Zachary. A former strength and conditioning coach 

and Warrior Games medalist, Sean recognizes the limitations in 

his current home are becoming more challenging as he ages. 

The inaccessible floor plan requires him to wear his prosthetic 

when he should be resting and recovering in his wheelchair, 

and the bathroom forces him to hop on one leg to access the 

shower. 

A specially adapted custom home from Homes For Our Troops 

with a walkway around the entire house will allow Sean to be 

in his wheelchair more often, as well as get in and out of the 
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house safely and easily. The mortgage-free home will provide 

the opportunity to grow the family business. “This home is 

opening doors to the future,” he says. 

Sean is choosing to remain in Florida where he and Brandy 

have been raising their children. 

Sean would like to express his gratitude to HFOT donors and 

supporters for their generosity. “This home is not only giving 

me a new lease on life—it’s giving my family a new chapter 

that will set us up for a successful future. We are forever grate-

ful.” 

Welcome home! Homes For Our Troops presented the keys to 

Army SGT Sean Karpf's new specially adapted custom home in 

St. Augustine, FL.  
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 St. Johns County launching program giving veterans access to dis-

counts at restaurants, shops, and more. 

 

 ST. JOHNS COUNTY, Fla. – St. Johns County 

announced Monday that it is launching a 

new program to honor the brave men and 

women who have served in the military. 

According to the St. Johns County Clerk of 

Court, the “Salute to Service Program” will connect local veterans to dis-

counts and special offers from participating restaurants, retail shops, service 

providers, and local attractions. 

“Veterans have given so much for our country, and this is one small way we can 

give something back,” said Brandon J. Patty, St. Johns County Clerk of the Cir-

cuit Court and County Comptroller. “The Salute to Service Program not only 

honors their sacrifice but also strengthens the bond between our veterans and 

the St. Johns County community.” 

To access the program, veterans must record their DD-214 with the Clerk’s Of-

fice. Upon filling out the form, they will be issued an ID card that serves as 

member verification. 

The process is free, offered year-round, and veterans typically receive their ID 

card within seven business days. 

Local veteran Robert Shannon expressed his gratitude for the program, not-

ing, “I registered my DD 214 with the county, and it’s readily available. I know 

where it is all the time.” 

Veterans can visit the Richard O. Watson Judicial Center, 4010 Lewis Speedway 

in St. Augustine, Monday through Friday, 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM. No appoint-

ments are needed. 

For those who would like to make an appointment, the following locations are 

accessible: 
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Julington Creek Annex, 725 Flora Branch Boulevard, open from 9 a.m. to 4 

p.m. Monday through Friday 

Ponte Vedra Beach Annex, 151 Sawgrass Corners Drive, open Mondays and 

Wednesdays from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

 

Additionally, the following businesses in St. Johns County are participating in 

the Salute to Service Program: 

Adventure Boat Tours    Alligator Farm           Anastasia Watersports 

Ancient City Tours          Black Raven Adventures    Brusters Ice Cream 

Brian Walker Fishing Charters       Castillo de San Marcos National Monument 

City Gate Spirits Distillery         Classic Car Museum    Colonial Quarter 

Cruisin’ Tikis        Fountain of Youth   Ghost Tours     Lightner Museum 

Lincolnville Museum     Local Refillery    Marineland Dolphin Adventure 

Oldest Wooden School House       Red Boat Tours    Red Express Tours 

Ripleys        Sabrage St. Augustine       Schooner Freedom Charters 

Sea Serpent Tours      See America Tours    Spanish Military Hospital Museum 

St. Augustine Aquarium     St. Augustine Boat Tours    St. Augustine City Walks 

St. Augustine Experiences    St. Augustine Lighthouse & Maritime Museum 

St. Augustine Pirate & Treasure Museum          St. Augustine Sailing 

St. Augustine Scenic Cruise      The Tasting Tours       Villa Zorayda Museum 

Witty Whisker Cat Café             Ximenez-Fatio House Museum 

For more information about the Salute to Service Program, vis-

it stjohnsclerk.com/salute-toservice-program/ or contact the office at       

(904) 819-3600. 
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 Navy Wives Club of America #300 Jacksonville  

The NWCA # 300 I attended the Jacksonville Ladies meeting. 

We stand to witness and to join in the final tribute to the 

veterans and their families that are buried the Jacksonville 

National Cemetery. 

After our training meeting, Gold Star parents Dave & Monica joined us in 

placing flowers on the Graves the 16 Veterans Killed In Action from all the 

Wars as well as NWCA #300 members, family and friends.  

Then we went to Dave and Monica’s son Timmy’s grave site at the Arlington 

Park cemetery to continue laying flowers for our Hero and Veterans in prepa-

ration for Memorial Day. 

The Navy Wives Clubs of America, Inc. (NWCA) is our Country’s only non-

profit national organization of Navy, Marine Corps and Coast Guard enlisted 

spouses.  We were incorporated on June 3, 1936, in Long Beach, California and 

have chartered clubs throughout the United States.  NWCA received a Federal 

Charter from the United States Congress in October 1984.  The purpose of 

NWCA is to unite all sea service enlisted spouses into bonds of mutual friend-

ship, assistance and welfare for their families, bases and communities in 

which they live. 
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Military Ball Raises Funds to Support Local JROTC Programs  

By Christina Swanson, Liberty Life Media 

The first Military Officers Association of America Ancient City Chapter 

(MOAA-ACC) Saint Augustine Military Ball, hosted and coordinated by the 

Ancient City Chapter, took place recently to celebrate service and raise 

funds to support future military leaders. Although the ACC has helped coor-

dinate this event for many years, this was the first year they hosted the black-

tie affair that supports local JROTC and Sea Cadet programs. 

More than 130 supported the event with attendees throughout the commu-

nity including retired veterans from every branch of service, local citizens 

who support the organization, and St. Augustine Sheriff Robert Hardwick. 

Each year, a community veteran is hon-

ored during the event with Circuit Judge 

Howard O. McGillin, Jr., receiving this 

year’s honors. Judge McGillin served for 

24 years in the U.S. Army, including 15 

years as a lawyer, retiring as a colonel. 

Currently on the Seventh Judicial Cir-

cuit of Florida, he presides over a Uni-

fied Family Court Division and Veterans 

Treatment Court at the Richard O. Watson Judicial Center in St. Augustine. 

He was instrumental in establishing the Veterans Treatment Court, and in 

April they graduated their 100th graduate. 

Current MOAA-ACC President, Sarah McLevy, Lt. Col. (ret), was excited 

to have such a diverse group of supporters for this year’s ball. “Every branch  

MOAA-ACC President Sarah McLevy, Lt. Col. (Ret) 

presents the Outstanding Military Achievement Award 

to Circuit Judge Howard O. McGillin, Jr., Col. (Ret) 

at the recent annual officer’s military ball that brings 

together all services. 
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of service was represented so when we toasted the event, someone from each 

branch participated,” said McLevy. McLevy served 33 years in the Army with 

24 years in the Florida National Guard. 

Since next year is the 250th anniversary of the start of the American Revolu-

tion, McLevy chose the ball’s theme as Future Leaders of America, to focus on 

our founding fathers as well as support future leaders in local Junior ROTC 

Cadet programs. Funds raised will be distributed to the three programs the 

ACC supports which are the Army JROTC at St. Augustine High School, the 

Navy program at Nease High School and the Air Force program at Bartram 

High School, as well as the St. Augustine Sea Cadets Battalion (for younger 

kids). During the program, teachers from these JROTC programs talked 

about how they were going to use the funds. 

The MOAA-ACC is a non-profit organization dedicated to serving the St. Au-

gustine and St. Johns County military communities, as well as local communi-

ty residents. The MOAA-ACC, formed in 1998, currently has 104 members 

and welcomes veteran officers to join. “Our purpose is to educate and provide 

opportunities in our area to honor our veterans, as we do with our Veterans 

Day and Memorial Day programs, and help with veterans’ causes to ensure 

they are getting all their benefits,” said McLevy. 

They meet the 3rd Wednesday of the month at the St Francis Barracks Offic-

ers Club in St. Augustine. For more information, visit the website 

at www.moaa-acc.org. 

http://www.moaa-acc.org
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Florida Veterans’ History Program 

Secretary of State Cord Byrd encourages Florida veterans to participate 

in the Major John Leroy Haynes Florida Veterans’ History Program by 

sharing their stories. “The stories from Florida veterans provide valuable 

lessons about courage, sacrifice and resilience,” said Secretary Byrd. “This 

program honors their service by capturing and preserving their unique 

experiences and making those narratives available now and for future 

generations.” 

The program is seeking Florida veterans to record their histories. Veter-

ans of all ranks and branches are encouraged to schedule an oral history 

interview to document their experiences.  

The Florida Veterans’ History Program will be in Miami this week to col-

lect oral histories from local veterans. To schedule an oral history inter-

view email Folklife@DOS.FL.gov or call 850-245-6780. 

More information about the program can be found at https://

dos.fl.gov/veteranshistory 

mailto:Folklife@DOS.FL.gov
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Flag Day June 14 

Flag Day, celebrated annually on June 14th in the 

United States, commemorates the adoption of the 

United States flag on June 14, 1777, by the Second 

Continental Congress. It's a day to honor and cele-

brate the nation's flag, which represents freedom, liberty, and unity.  

Here's a more detailed look at Flag Day: 

1. Historical Significance: 

The resolution of the Continental Congress on June 14, 1777, officially adopt-

ed the design for the United States flag.  

The flag, often referred to as the "Stars and Stripes," became a symbol of 

American independence and national identity.  

2. National Observance: 

Flag Day was first formally recognized by President Woodrow Wilson in 1916.  

In 1949, Congress officially established June 14 as National Flag Day.  

3. How it's Celebrated: 

Flag Day is typically celebrated with parades, essay contests, ceremonies, and 

other patriotic events.  

Many people display the flag in front of their homes or businesses, and some 

schools and organizations host special events.  

4. Flag Etiquette: 

On Flag Day, it's customary to raise the flag briskly and lower it ceremonious-

ly. 

The flag should never touch the ground, and it should be displayed proudly 

and respectfully.  
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New clinic opens in New Jacksonville treating first responders and veterans 

with brain conditions by Drew Dixon  

Similar clinics have already opened in Orlando, Miami and Tampa. 

U.S. military veterans and first responders in the Jacksonville area 

now have a new location for free access to a new program that pro-

vides Electroencephalogram Transcranial Magnetic Stimulation 

(eTMS), which helps people recover from Post-Traumatic Stress 

Disorder (PTSD) and other mental health  conditions. 

eTMS Florida opened a new clinic Tuesday at 4651 Salisbury Road in Jacksonville, joining a 

growing statewide network of locations. 

The business opened its second location in Tampa in February to help front-line public serv-

ants and U.S. military veterans with access to equipment designed to ease brain trauma and 

associated conditions. There are also locations in Miami and Orlando. 

The Jacksonville location has already had some first responders and veterans use the facility 

ahead of its official opening. 

“Before eTMS therapy, I felt physically present but mentally stuck in a fog. Now, it’s like a 

veil has been lifted,” said Kayleigh Marano, former EMT and firefighter at the Jacksonville 

Fire and Rescue Department. “The treatment has had a calming effect on both my mind and 

nervous system. I feel more grounded, clear-headed and fully in control.” 

The eTMS treatment is a primarily non-invasive brain stimulation used to ease mental health 

conditions such as PTSD, traumatic brain injuries, anxiety and sleep disorders. Among pro-

fessionals, the treatment is seen as effective in easing depression. 

The treatment sessions last about 15 minutes. Many conditions require up to 20 treatments 

produce a full benefit. There are similar facilities in Miami, and Orlando, and a previous lo-

cation in Jacksonville. Those seeking treatment must have valid identification and proof of 

service at their appointments. 

In addition to the brain stimulation procedures, patients can access group therapy, neuro-

physiological monitoring, and long-term resources. The eTMS facilities in Florida are oper-

ated by JLC-FL and have served about 1,000 military personnel over the past five years. 
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 Recently Timberlin Creek Elementary proudly honored 

military families with a special appreciation breakfast! It 

was a heartfelt morning filled with gratitude for the 

strength, sacrifice, and support these families bring to 

our school community. Thank you for your service!  
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At 5 Star Veterans Center, Jacksonville 

We're thrilled to announce a fantastic donation from our friends at 

Home Depot! Today, they generously provided brand new patio furni-

ture for the back seating areas here at Five Star Veterans Center. This 

thoughtful contribution will significantly enhance the comfort and ap-

peal of our outdoor spaces, providing our veterans with a more relaxing 

and inviting environment to socialize, unwind, and enjoy the fresh air. 

We extend a huge thank you to Home Depot for their commitment to 

supporting our veterans and improving their quality of life. Their gener-

osity is truly appreciated! 
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 To All St Johns County First Responders and Service Organizations 

We were disappointed that we found it ap-

propriate to postpone the Joint Flag Re-

tirement Ceremony this past April, howev-

er, there were significant public conflicts 

that weekend and we recognize that puts a 

burden on all three of your organizations. 

We have rescheduled the ceremony for Sat-

urday, October 18 and hope that works for 

everyone; if not please let me know. We opted to stay away from the summer 

months as the seasonal temperatures, when combined with the 1,300+ degrees 

coming out of the retirement barrels, makes for some very uncomfortable time. 

Traditionally, we start the ceremony much earlier in the morning just to find a lit-

tle relief. October should be a little more comfortable. 

As originally scheduled, we will start at 9:00am with an arrival/set-up time at 

8:30am. Following the ceremony, we would again hope you will join us for break-

fast that morning. 

On behalf of my fellow honor guard brothers and sisters, and the members of VFW 

Post 2391, we thank you all for your service to our community. It will be our honor 

to share a little time with you during the Flag Retirement Ceremony. 

I'm not sure where they are all coming from but the number of flags being retired 

is a little overwhelming. So far this year: 

 January: 1,650 flags    February: 750 flags 

 March: 620 flags     April: 2,025 flags 

The St. Johns County VA Council cleaned out the flag storage at the St. Augustine 

National Cemetery the other day so this month will see us retire over 2,000 small 

cemetery flags in addition to our regular monthly drop-offs. With the increased 

exposure of this event, we are now receiving flags from other communities in Flor-

ida as well as a few from outside the State. 

Rick McAllister, VFW Life Member 

First City Honor Guard, Vietnam Combat Veteran (101st Airborne Division) 
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The Vietnam Wall  

Beside each name on The Wall is a symbol designat-

ing status. The diamond symbol denotes that the 

service member is known dead or presumed dead. 

The cross symbol denotes that the service member 

was missing or prisoner status when The Wall was 

built in 1982 and remains unaccounted for today. 

When a service member is repatriated, the diamond 

is superimposed over the cross.  
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66 flags are displayed at the TAPS monument in Green Cove 

Springs in honor of the combat veterans from Clay County 

who paid the ultimate price for our freedom. There will be a 

brief ceremony on Monday at 9 am to pay tribute to these 

veterans. Let us never forget….. please join us. Hosted by 

the Vietnam Veterans of America, Chapter 1059.  
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  VA’s online legacy project adds names of 210,000          

vets lost overseas 

By Leo Shane III,  May 8, 2025 

 

As the nation celebrates the 80th anniversary of the 

end of World War II in Europe, Veterans Affairs offi-

cials have added about 210,000 names of veterans 

killed or lost overseas — including about 93,000 WWII 

veterans — to the department’s expanding online me-

morial project. 

The Veterans Legacy Memorial was launched in 2019 

and creates websites recognizing the lives of de-

ceased veterans, allowing relatives to update the 

online memorials with details for their service, post-

military work and family history. 

The scope of the project now includes more than 10 

million names and has roughly doubled in the last two 

years, with the addition of millions of veterans buried 

in private cemeteries worldwide to existing lists of indi-

viduals interred at VA and military sites. 
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The American Legion Legacy Scholarship provides financial aid to eligible 

post-9/11 children of the fallen and disabled for higher learning.  

The American Legion Legacy Scholarship is awarding 

over $1.7 million to 559 military children for higher 

learning, a record amount for both in its 23-year history. 

Americanism Commission Chairman Mark Avis an-

nounced this significant achievement to members of the 

National Executive Committee gathered at National 

Headquarters on May 7 for the annual Spring Meetings. 

Eligible recipients of the scholarship are children of veterans who died on active duty since 

Sept. 11, 2001, or children of post-9/11 veterans who have a combined Department of 

Veterans Affairs disability rating of 50 percent or higher. The needs-based scholarship sup-

ports the expense of graduate or post-graduate tuition, books, room and board, meal plans 

and other supplies. The grant amount each scholarship recipient receives is based on his or 

her financial need after all federal and state aid is exhausted. Legacy Scholarship recipients 

have a year to use the grant, and those eligible can reapply up to six times. 

For the 2025 scholarship, 724 completed the application, with 559 demonstrating a finan-

cial need. 

Past Legacy Scholarship recipient Colton Clay of Colorado Springs, Colo., said, “This 

scholarship is special because it helps honor my dad and his service and sacrifices that he’s 

made. It’s awesome that I’m able to represent him going forward through this scholarship. I 

want to say thank you to The American Legion. I really am appreciative of this opportunity 

and the support, and the belief that I can go on and do good things.” 

Since its inception in 2002, The American Legion Legacy Scholarship has provided 1,331 

military children of fallen and disabled post-9/11 veterans over $7 million in aid for higher 

learning. The 2026 American Legion Legacy Scholarship application will open Jan. 1, 

2026. Learn more here. 
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The flyer on the previous page has information about an upcoming Military 

Support Retreats that still have openings!  Below is more info on both of our 

programs -  (MSR) and our Warrior PATHH Program.  Both programs are at 

no cost to attend and are held monthly: 

Our Military Support Retreat (MSR) has 2 focuses:  

1) focus is on education through large and small group discussions and inter-

active led by experts in veterans' wellness and military peer mentors.  The 

2nd focus is on Nature-based recreational activities focused on providing an 

opportunity for bonding, fun, and/or relaxation.  There is no cost to attend, 

and we provide all activities, lodging, and meals.  

This retreat is available for any member of the military (open to all branches 

and duty statuses) and is for the service member to attend WITH the adult in 

their life they feel the closest to (friend, spouse, partner, etc).  Service mem-

ber cannot attend alone.  *Program is for adults only, children cannot at-

tend* 

This is not specifically a "couple's retreat", as some service members are at-

tending with a close friend, parent, etc. 

We are proud that our retreat is specifically designed to support both service 

member AND their support person attending with them - all activities, dis-

cussions, and topics are relevant to both and aim to strengthen connection & 

resilience together.  

Information and application to attend can be found 

here:                       https://gratitudeamerica.org/retreats/  

  

We also have a separate program that is only for service members to attend, 

Warrior PATHH, that is held monthly: 

https://gratitudeamerica.org/retreats/
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  Please join us for our annual Operation Salute: Back to School 

Military Appreciation Bash on July 26th at 7 First Coast YMCA 

locations! In effort to thank our military families for your ser-

vice, we hope you will join this event to get a kick start on 

next school year! Register today by clicking on the QR code 

below. We hope to see you there!  



43 

  



44 



45 

 

  The Florida Department of Veterans' Affairs 

Florida Veterans: State Veterans' Service Officers are 

ready to connect you with earned services, benefits 

& support—at no cost. Contact us today.  
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Florida Veterans Foundation Launches Dental Program with First Grant Award 

to Wounded Veterans Relief Fund   By Brooke K Dennison 

May 16, 2025 – The Florida Veterans Foundation (FVF) is 

proud to announce a major milestone in its mission to 

serve those who served us. FVF has awarded its first-ever 

grant under the Veterans Dental Program to the Wounded 

Veterans Relief Fund (WVRF)—marking a significant step 

forward in providing vital dental care to Florida’s veterans. 

As the driving force behind this initiative, FVF is leading the charge to address one of the 

most overlooked healthcare gaps among veterans: dental care. With many veterans not quali-

fying for VA dental benefits, this new program is set to change lives by offering essential ser-

vices that restore health, dignity, and quality of life. 

Through the support of FVF, WVRF will begin offering dental services to qualified veterans 

in their coverage area. Veterans can now visit www.helpflvets.org/dentalservicelocator to 

access an interactive map that connects them with local participating dental providers. Simp-

ly click on your county’s name to view provider contact information and follow the dedicat-

ed link to begin the application process for care. 

To stay informed on program updates, eligibility information, and future announcements, 

follow FVF online at www.helpflvets.org and on social media platforms including Facebook, 

Instagram, LinkedIn, and X. To access all our accounts in one place, visit our LinkTree at 

https://linktr.ee/helpflvets.  

About Florida Veterans Foundation (FVF): 

Established in 2008 by the Florida Legislature, the Florida Veterans Foundation is the state’s 

leading organization advocating for veterans and their families. Operating as a 501(c)(3) 

nonprofit and Direct Support Organization of the Florida Department of Veterans’ Affairs  

About Wounded Veterans Relief Fund (WVRF): 

Founded in 2009, WVRF is a Florida-based, veteran-led 501(c)(3) nonprofit that provides 

free, life-changing dental care and urgent financial assistance to wounded and disabled veter-

ans. Through a network of over 300 dental professionals. 

mailto:https://linktr.ee/helpflvets
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What was your division?  
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 Jacksonville National Cemetery, Updated Map / 12 February 2025  

Mapping Technicians have updated all key areas/reference points on the attached.. This will 

be useful for those who are unfamiliar with the cemetery and to provide better customer 

service to our Veterans and their families. Please reach out to pem@axisp.com if there are 

questions. 

Padraic E. “Pat” Mulvihill, Public Information Officer 

4083 Lannie Road JAX 32218,  904.534.0035 / www.SCJNC.com 
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Twice a month, the Jacksonville Military Affairs & 

Veterans Department hosts this free food distribu-

tion for active-duty military members and their 

families with valid military ID.  
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Veterans Benefits Administration (VBA), U.S. Department of Vet-

erans Affairs   ·  

Which National Park is your favorite to use your free Military 

Lifetime Pass? 

Don’t have one yet? Don’t miss 

out! Veterans, service members, 

dependents, and Gold Star families 

are eligible Learn more: https://

www.nps.gov/planyourvisit/
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From David “Flyboy” Shelton 

Fellow PGR,Below is an updated schedule for the Vietnam and War on Terrorism Walls. 

September will be a busy month, so any assistance you can provide would be greatly 

appreciated.  
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The Fire Watch 

Our stand against Veteran suicide took great strides forward in 

2024, with The Fire Watch’s network of individuals and organiza-

tions trained to identify and support Veterans in crisis continuing to 

grow and have a positive impact throughout Florida – thank you to 

all the Watch Standers and Veteran Safe Places that have joined our 

mission to end Veteran suicide in our state!  
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 National League of POW/MIA Families 

Hello everyone! 

The League is always seeking out photos of POW/MIA 

flags, monuments, Missing Man Honors Tables, POW/MIA 

empty chairs, etc. from your community to feature on our 

social media pages and website.  

Sharing with us is easy, just message your photos to our 

email - 

nationalleague@pow-miafamilies.org 

With your full name as well as a brief description of when & where the photo 

was taken. 

mailto:nationalleague@pow-miafamiles.org
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How to report a Veteran’s death to VA 

 

The passing of a Veteran is a solemn time that deserves to be recognized and reported 

with the utmost respect. Veterans have served their country and worked hard for their 

well-deserved benefits. 

However, after a Veteran passes away, family members should report the death of the 

Veteran to VA as soon as possible to stop current benefits payments. If the death is not 

reported promptly, survivors or executors of the Veteran’s estate may have to repay any 

overpayments received. Payments the deceased Veteran received may include compen-

sation, pension, education or Veteran Readiness & Employment benefits. 

VA encourages loved ones of deceased Veterans to follow the guidance below on re-

porting Veteran deaths to avoid falling victim to benefit scams. 

How to report the death of a Veteran 

Calling is the fastest way to report a Veteran’s death so VA will stop benefit payments, 

but there are other options available for reporting. 

Options for reporting: 

By Phone: Call VA 800-827-1000 (TTY: 711) and select 5. Agents are available Monday 

through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. ET. 

In Person: Go to a VA regional office. Find the nearest VA regional office.  

By Mail: Department of Veterans Affairs Claims Intake Center, PO Box 4444, Ja-

nesville, WI 53547-4444. Include your relationship to the Veteran and any supporting 

documents that can help us verify the Veteran’s identity. Examples of supporting docu-

ments are: 

Death certificate or other public record of the Veteran’s death  

Discharge document (like a DD214) 
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If you report in person at a VA regional office or by mail, provide copies of:  

Death certificate or other public record of the Veteran’s death. 

Discharge document (like a DD214). 

Provide as much information about the Veteran as you can when you first report the 

notice of death to VA. This information will help VA verify the Veteran’s identity. This 

information includes:   

Full name. 

Social Security Number or VA claim number. 

Date of birth. 

Date of death. 

Branch of service. 

Best practices to avoid survivor benefit scams 

Save important files, such as the Veteran’s military service/treatment records, dis-

charge papers and copies of their VA claims. 

Go to the VA website. For guidance on creating an account and obtaining a VA security 

Personal Identification Number (PIN) to securely access benefit information. A VA Se-

curity PIN is an additional way to secure direct deposit accounts from theft and protect 

Personally Identifiable Information (PII). 

Never give out PII via text, and be cautious of suspicious hyperlinks or unfamiliar hy-

perlinks. 

If a survivor is missing a VA benefits payment, identifies a discrepancy in payments, or 

find suspicious activity with a direct deposit account, contact VA immediately at 800-

827-1000. 

Review all documents thoroughly. Survivors should never sign a blank form for some 
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one else to complete later. They should always review the completed form before sign-

ing and retain a copy of the completed form for their records. 

For protection against identity theft scams, notify the major credit bureaus (Equifax, 

Experian and TransUnion) to update the individual’s credit report with a deceased no-

tice and notify the Veteran’s financial institutions so all accounts can be closed or trans-

ferred appropriately. 

According to AARP, scammers also use names published in obituaries to pretend to 

be long lost relatives of the deceased. When it’s time to write your loved one’s obitu-

ary, consider leaving out the birthdate, middle name, home address, birthplace and 

mother’s maiden name. 

For other scams predators use, visit www.VA.GOV/VSAFE. 

VA is committed to delivering world-class care and benefits to Veterans and their de-

pendents by providing survivors with ongoing support and assistance. Check to see if 

you qualify for survivor benefits, such as health care coverage, Survivors’ and Depend-

ents’ Education Assistance Program, housing assistance, or even help with burial costs. 

For more guidance on how to report the death of a Veteran, submitting necessary docu-

mentation and finding additional resources available, visit VA Benefits For Spouses, De-

pendents, Survivors, And Family Caregivers | Veterans Affairs. 

To report a missing VA benefits payment, identify a discrepancy in payments, or find 

suspicious activity with a direct deposit account, contact VA immediately at 800-827-

1000. You may also file a complaint with the Federal Trade Commission if funeral 

homes charge to set up funeral honors or schedule a burial with VA’s National Ceme-

tery Administration by visiting reportfraud.ftc.gov. For other scams predators use, visit 

va.gov/vsafe. 

 

mailto:www.VA.GOV/VSAFE
mailto:va.gov/vsafe
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Burials and Memorials 

VA honors the service and sacrifice of Veterans and their family members. 

How to Apply 

To find out in advance if a Veteran or family member is eligible for burial in a 

VA national cemetery, click “Apply for Pre-Need Burial Eligibility” to fill out 

and submit the application. 

Apply for Pre-Need Burial Eligibility 

If pre-need eligibility has not been determined, upon the death of the Veteran 

or his or her spouse or dependent (also called the time of need), family mem-

bers should locate the Veteran’s DD-214 or other discharge papers if readily 

available and click “Schedule a Burial” to begin the process. Then make ar-

rangements with a funeral home, National Cemetery Scheduling Office, or di-

rectly with a VA national cemetery. 

 

VA Memorial Benefits 

VA takes special care to pay lasting tribute to the memory of Veterans who 

served and sacrificed and that of their families. VA meticulously maintains 155 

VA national cemeteries in 44 states and Puerto Rico and is working to increase 

access to accommodate Veterans and eligible family members close to home. 

Currently, more than 94 percent of Veterans have a burial option in an open VA, 

state or tribal veterans cemetery located within 75 miles of their home. 

Note that most if not all of these benefits may be provided for Veterans who are 

interred in a State, Territorial or Tribal Veterans cemetery. Check with the cem-

etery to ensure coverage. Some benefits are also available for Veterans who 

choose burial in a private cemetery. 

Veterans with a qualifying discharge are entitled to VA burial benefits. Spouses 

and dependent children are eligible too, even if they predecease the Veteran. 
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The following burial benefits may be provided: 

Burial in a VA national cemetery 

Opening and closing of the grave for burial of casketed or cremated re-

mains, or placement of cremated remains in an above-ground vault, also 

called a columbarium 

A government furnished grave liner 

Perpetual care of the gravesite 

A headstone or marker with an inscription 

A burial flag 

A Presidential Memorial Certificate 

A dedicated memorial page on the Veterans Legacy Memorial site where 

friends and family can upload photos and remembrances 

Burial in a private cemetery 

A government headstone, marker, or medallion 

A burial flag 

A Presidential Memorial Certificate 

Some survivors may also be entitled to VA burial allowances as partial reim-

bursement for the costs of funerals and burials for eligible Veterans 

Please note that gravesites in a VA national cemetery cannot be reserved in 

advance. To prepare for a private cemetery burial, VA suggests fami-

lies review these questions and complete required forms in advance. 

VA Requirements 

Discharge papers to establish your eligibility for burial services 
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Vietnam Veterans of America 

If you are a Vietnam Era Veteran and live in one of 

these counties, please contact the President for in-

formation as to how to join 

                           Chapter/President/email/Location 

1046   Tommy Tittle      twt1968@att.net                                                            

1048   Bob Adkins      adk123robert@outlook.com  

1059   Dave Treffinger     dtreffinger433@msn.com    

1084   Bill Jefferson             bill_jefferson@comcast.net   

1088   Roy (Corky) Rudd           corkstopper50@yahoo.com; Nassau 

1092   Forest Hope                       foresthope@usa.net; Gainesville 

1134   Marvin Lagle                     mdlagle@gmail.com; Baker  

Veterans Council of Clay 

County: 

President: Ansil Lewis 

Meeting day is the same, first 

Wednesday of the month, but 

the location is changed to Clay 

County Administration Build-

ing, 1st floor conference 

room, 477 Houston St., Green 

Cove Springs, FL 32043. 

Meeting start at 11 a.m. 
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Veterans Councils of Northeast Florida  

      BAKER COUNTY  

      President: Larry Porterfield  

      Meetings: 

      Second Thursday of each month  

      Location:  

      MacClenny Primitive Baptist Church  

      Fellowship Hall on North Boulevard  

                 Time : 1800 (6pm)  

 

CLAY COUNTY     DUVAL COUNTY     

President: Ansil Lewis, SgtMaj USMC, ret President  

Meetings:      Meetings: 

First Wednesday of each month    Third Tuesday of each month 

Location:      Location: 

American Legion Post 250    American Legion Post 37 

2608 Black Creek Rd     Main Building 

Middleburg, FL 32068      San Juan Avenue   

Time: 1100 (11am)     Time: 1900 (7 pm) 

904-658-0105 

NASSAU COUNTY     St. Johns County 

President: Mike Doran     President: Bill Dudley 

Meetings:      Meetings: 

First Thursday of each month    Last Thursday of each month 

Location:      Location:  

American Legion Post 54    Health & Human Services building 

626 South 3rd St     Muscovy room, 1st floor 

Fernandina Beach fit 32034    200 San Sebastian View, St. Augustine 

Time: 1900 (7pm)     Time: 1900 (7pm) 
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The Veterans Council of St. Johns County is proud to           

announce that it has modernized its website and created        

a Facebook page. 

We are inviting all veterans to visit our website at:                          

NEW  http://www.veteranscouncilsjc.org  

The Veterans Council will post items of interest to 

all veterans, post pictures, articles, flyers, events, 

etc.  We will post our meetings dates and keep 

you informed about events at the Jacksonville 

and St. Augustine National Cemeteries. 

          Please join our group on Facebook at:       

                http://veteranscouncilsjc.org  

 

           Please select Join the Group to become a member 

. 

Once you have joined the Veterans Council Facebook group you 

will be able to post your meetings, pictures, articles, fund raisers, 

etc. It will be your common site to go to and see what’s happening. 

The website and Facebook page were updated and created so 

that there would be a central place to list all veterans activities in 

NE FL. 

You may have noticed the Veterans Council’s new logo, it was 

created by Roy Havekost. 

He can be contacted at webmaster@veteranscouncilsjc.org 

 

 

mailto:http://www.veteranscouncilofstjohns.org
http://veteranscouncilsjc.org
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 The Veterans Council of St. Johns County welcomes 

article submissions from all County Veterans & 

organizations. Articles should be of interest to all and 

veterans related. Submissions may be edited &/or 

shortened and used if space permits. 

Send to:  rothfeldm@gmail.com  

  

The Veterans Council of St. Johns County, Inc. is a        
Not For Profit Florida Corporation. 

 

Our formation date was July 4, 2001 in a proclamation 
issued by the St. Johns County Commissioners. It is 
composed of representatives of the various veterans' 
organizations within St. Johns County. 
 

The Veteran's Council will work with city and county 
governments and other local organizations to achieve 
the mutual goal to provide a central agency to assist in 
the coordination and presentation of matters concerning 
veterans and veterans activities in St. Johns County. 
 

The Veteran's Council will endeavor to precipitate, stim-
ulate and assist various organizations as they perform 
patriotic events. One of the major purposes is the pro-
motion and education of national patriotic matters. 
 

The St. Johns County Veterans Council meets the 

last Thursday of the month at 7 pm. 

 The Veterans Council will meet at the Coun-

ty Health & Human Services Building,       

200 San Sebastian View 

Auditorium, 1st floor 

Veterans Council of  St. Johns County,     

“Helping  All Veterans” 

Veterans Service Office 
 200 San Sebastian View, Suite 1400         

St. Augustine, FL 32084 

(physical location) 
The VSO Office is located in the St. Johns County Health and  

Human Services Building.  
The office is open from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. daily, 

Monday through Friday excluding holidays. 
  

Service is by appointment. 
Phone: 904-209-6160   Fax: 904-209-6161 

 

 Joseph D. McDermott  Director 

Lori Chapman  Assistant VSO 

Shauna Holton Assistant VSO 

Jonathan Rojas Assistant VSO 

Jeremy Sapien, Assistant VSO 

April Manner Administrative Coordinator 

The views expressed in The Patriot Reader Newsletter articles, submissions and spotlights 

are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the views of the Veterans Council of 

St. Johns County or the editors of The Patriot Reader. It is the purpose of this periodical to 

share a variety of information that pertain to local veterans and their organizations.  


