
  

 

 

motorcycle groups along 

with Sheriff’s units from 

Duval, Clay, Branscombe, 

and St. Johns County pro-

vided an escort from Jack-

sonville International Air-

port to St. Augustine via 

Starke, Sgt. Plant’s place of 

birth. This past Saturday his 

funeral was conducted at 

Anastasia Baptist Church 

attended by hundreds of 

family, friends, veterans, 

and elected officials. Burial 

in San Lorenzo Cemetery 

followed the church ser-

vice with full military hon-

ors.  

The Veterans Council 

thanks all veterans for their 

service.  

 

Bill Dudley 

Chairman 

Veterans Council of St. 

Johns County 

 

  
 

 

Fellow Veterans, 

Your local MOAA-ACC 

chapter in collaboration 

with the Veterans Council 

of St. Johns County con-

ducted another Memorial 

Day service today at the 

St. Augustine National 

Cemetery. This is the first 

time in two years since 

COVID-19 restrictions 

were imposed that we 

have been able to conduct 

the service at the SANC. 

Weather was excellent 

and the turnout for this 

years’ service was esti-

mated to be between 300

-350. The speaker for to-

day’s ceremony was re-

tired Command Sgt. Ma-

jor David Lanham, 

FLANG. Sgt. Major Ret. 

Ray Quinn did another 

excellent job of conduct-

ing the service. We were 

pleased to have several 

youth groups participat-

ing including the St. Au-

gustine Navy Sea Cadet 

Battalion as color guard 

for the event along with 

several JROTC units from  

 

local high schools.  The 

names of over 125 veterans 

who have died since last 

Memorial Day were read 

aloud by Nancy Birchall 

and Sheila Greenleaf in our 

final salute to these veter-

ans. It was a fitting ceremo-

ny to honor those who paid 

the supreme price for serv-

ing their country. 

This past week, the Veter-

ans Council assisted with 

helping the family of SSgt. 

Seth Plant, US Army for his 

funeral arrangements. Sgt. 

Plant met with a very ba-

zaar and tragic death while 

serving with the US Army 

in Anchorge, Alaska. His 

unit was on a training exer-

cise when they came upon a 

mother bear and 3 small 

cubs. The bear immediately 

attacked one of the soldiers 

and then attacked Sgt. 

Plant.  Sgt. Plant’s injuries 

were fatal. His body was 

flown back to Florida last 

Monday arriving in Jack-

sonville accompanied by 3 

of his family members. An 

escort of several veterans’  
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 The Jacksonville National Cemetery 
Greetings from the Support Committee at  the                             

Jacksonville National Cemetery 

 The Support Committee invites everyone to attend its next scheduled 
meeting. The meeting will be at 7:00pm on Monday June 13. The 

meeting will take place at Community Hospice, 4266 Sunbeam Rd., Jacksonville,   FL 
32257 in Conference Room A. 

Jacksonville National Cemetery Support Committee Meetings for 2022 
 At Hadlow Community Hospice of NE FL. 
4266 Sunbeam Rd, Jacksonville, FL 32257  

Hadlow Bldg – Conference Room A   7:00 pm 

+++++++++++2022 Officers of the SCJNC++++++++++++  

Chairman: Padraic Mulvihill 

Vice Chairman: Bill Dudley   Treasurer: Pat Welch 

 Secretary: Kathy Church, Judge Advocate: Don Guthrie 

Master-At-Arms: Mike Smith,  Historian: Win Delpizzo 

Chaplain: Pat Archuleta, Public Affairs: Pat Mulvihill 

 

The Veterans Council of St. Johns County meets on the last Thursday 

of the month, all are invited to attend.  We meet at the 

County Health & Human Services Building,               

200 San Sebastian View, at 7 pm 

Please stay safe, Bill Dudley, Chairman,  VC of SJC 

Upcoming Veterans Council Meetings Speakers     

 

 May 26, Bill Lazar, Patriot’s Pl. Veterans Housing  

Dee Quaranta, Pres/CEO NE FL Women Veterans       

June 30, Officer Kelly Kemp, Chaplain, SJSO, “Community Involvement” 

Kathy Church, MIAP Update     

July 28, Andrew Stack, FL State Coord for DoD Program                                                    

“Building Healthy Military Communities”   

August 25,  Carmalita Gaines, Jacksonville Veterans Center  
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Veterans Council Vice Chairman SGM Ray Quinn, USA ret has been 

inducted into the Florida Veterans Class of 2021 Hall of Fame 

The complete Florida Veterans Hall of Fame write up listing his 

many accomplishments can be found here: 

https://www.fvhofsociety.org/quinn.html  

 

mailto:https://www.fvhofsociety.org/quinn.html
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VETERANS COUNCIL OF ST. JOHNS COUNTY 

MINUTES OF GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

APRIL 28, 2022 

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Dudley 

WELCOME AND OPENING REMARKS: Chairman Dudley 

PLEDGE: Chairman Dudley 

INVOCATION: Vice Chairman Quinn 

SPECIAL PRESENTATION: John Leslie presented Donna Pullium, widow of Michael Pullium, The Blue 

Star and certificate in honor of Michael’s service in Vietnam. 

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: Minutes of last meeting conducted on 31 March 2022 were presented 

by Chairman Dudley. Copies of Minutes and Agenda are available on the sign-in table and were sent to 

members electronically by the Secretary. The minutes were approved by voice vote with no changes. 

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer John Mountcastle provided a detailed report that as of March 30, 

2022, there was a balance of $112,427.02 and on April 27, 2022, there was a balance of $111,441.01. 

There is an outstanding credit card balance of $865.47. Treasurer went over recent deposits and expendi-

tures of the account. Treasurer indicated that just under $1,000 was spent to provide outside tables and 

umbrellas for the St. Augustine CBOC to provide a place for employees to eat their lunches. Chairman 

Dudley made a motion that the Treasurer’s Report be approved as presented. The report was approved by 

voice vote with no changes. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS: Chairman Dudley  

Students from the Veterans Heritage Club from St. Joseph’s Academy introduced themselves along with 

their sponsor, Donna Boyce. 

Peggy Gachet, St. Augustine Sunset Rotary Club. 

Kelly Barrera, St. Johns County School Board 
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PRESENTATIONS: 

Selena Hernandez-Haines, First Coast Honor Flights 

Honor Flights is a nationwide organization with 130 hubs (groups) in 45 different states. First Coast Hon-

or Flights is a 501(c)3 based out of Jacksonville and its sole purpose is to transport critically ill and senior 

Veterans to Washington DC for the day to visit different memorial sites. First Coast Honor Flights was 

established in March 2020, and due to the pandemic, its first flight was in October 2021. Honor Flight 

transports critically ill WWII, Korean and Vietnam War Veterans on every flight.  The Veteran that flies on 

an Honor Flight has a dedicated guardian to assist them throughout the trip. Volunteers are the ones that 

make the Honor Flight happen, dealing with flight morning departures, flight evening returns and reun-

ions. A First Coast Honor Flight consists of 25 Veterans, 25 guardians and 6 staff, one of which is a medi-

cal doctor, usually there is also an EMT or RN as a guardian because it is all about the Veterans and their 

well-being. An Honor Flight event all happens within a one-day period. A video was shown of what the 

day of an Honor Flight consists of.  

Honor Flight is planning two trips this year and one of their major goals is that they need volunteers with 

key skill sets such as technology and website management, help planning the flights and event planning 

coordinators, along with some with experience in purchasing and contract planning. First Coast Honor 

Flights wants to get the word spread on what they do for our critically ill and senior Veterans on these 

trips.  Cards and brochures were left for anyone that may be interested in Honor Flights and volunteering.  

 

Donna Boyce, St. Joseph’s Academy, and her students 

Kylie Guernick (a St. Joseph’s senior), President, of The Veterans Heritage Pro-

ject (VHP) introduced the club and its attending members. The VHP is a non-

profit organization that originated in Arizona in 2009.  The Mission of VHP is to 

connect students with Veterans in order to honor the Veterans, preserve Ameri-

can Heritage and develop future leaders. VHP is also helping to bridge the gap be-

tween civilian and military life. VHP strives to develop student’s character and solo 

responsibility while recognizing the Veterans’ legacy of service.  Students receive the 

opportunity to interview the Veteran and publish the Veteran’s story in a publication 

of the annual VHP book and host a book reception at the end of the year. Students also 

participate in local events such as Wreaths Across America and host assemblies at their 

school of notable events such as The Attack on 9/11 and Veterans Day. Through these 

interactions students develop long-lasting relationships with our Veterans and other in 

the community. The students talked about their experiences and what they have learned from the Veterans 

throughout the community. They interviewed and published the stories of fourteen local Veterans for this  
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year’s book. The book may be ordered  through the VHP and St. Joseph’s Academy.. Donna Boyce dis-

cussed the process of developing and the orientation of the book that will be held May 1st at St. Joseph’s 

Academy. The book will include short bios of the students and the Veterans that they interviewed, along 

with the Veteran’s military story. All the stories are included in the book and after the book is completed it 

goes into The Library of Congress in Washington DC.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

VETERANS SERVICE OFFICER UPDATE, JOSEPH MCDERMOTT 

Talked about claims processing and asking the Veterans to do their best when submitting a new claim. The 

VA has been slow in processing claims but sometimes surprises with their quickness with a few of the 

claims. The Veterans Service Office currently has three claims that are over 300 days. Have found that 

those dealing with the new presumptive of Hyper-Thyroid in the Vietnam Veterans is moving terribly 

slow. Those claims where the Veterans is over 85 years of age or terminally ill can move faster, but not al-

ways. Asking the Veterans to be patient with the VA and their claims. If you know of a Veteran looking to 

file a claim for the first time or for an increase in an existing disability, please refer to the Veterans Service 

Office for help and assistance in the filing.  

Spoke of recent trip to Tallahassee with Chairman Dudley and Vice Chairman Quinn to support and honor 

Sgt. Major Quinn and his induction to the Florida Veterans Hall of Fame.  

VETERANS TREATMENT COURT, JOHN LESLIE 

Gave a rundown of the current Veterans Treatment Court (VTC) which has been in existence for 5 year 

and 4 months and recently inducted the 100th Veteran into the VTC. The VTC currently has 33 Veterans in

-flow, has graduated 54 and have only had two cases of recidivism. There have been 13 that left the pro-

gram without officially graduating. With the 33 in-flow Veterans, VTC has only 12 mentors and those are 

dwindling. Looking for new mentors to join to help with the process, would like to have only two partici-

pants per mentor. Currently some mentors are dealing with too many participants and the load needs to 

be lightened.   

CHAIRMAN DUDLEY REMARKS: 

Chairman spoke of attending the US Coast Guard concert that was held on April 4th and how well it 
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went. Hopes that they do not wait another 14 years before performing in St. Johns County again.  

Chairman spoke of the Memorial Day Ceremony that will be held at the National Cemetery downtown 

St. Augustine on May 30th at 10:00am. Also spoke of the ceremony that will be held at the Jacksonville 

National Cemetery on May 28th at 9:30am. Invited everyone to attend both ceremonies if possible.  

Chairman also spoke of the picnic tables provided to St. Augustine CBOC and some of the Veterans in the 

Veterans Treatment Court helping with the installation process for community hours they need for their 

program.  

Spoke of the major need of affordable housing for our homeless Veterans as we have pay for them to stay 

in motels in our area because of no available housing. Sometimes the housing can turn into a week of aid-

ing for some Veterans. We also have to purchase gift cards for food and gas. Finding more Veterans are fall-

ing into the category of “homeless Veteran.” Chairman Dudley has agreed to sit on the Board of Directors 

for Home Again St. Johns as a Veterans Representative for that organization. We need a homeless shelter 

for our Veterans here in St. Johns County.  

Free tickets available for American Hero’s Bash at World Golf Village on May 7th to anyone interested in 

attending. 

Chairman Dudley acknowledged Sgt. Major Ray Quinn and what an honor it was to attend Sgt. Major 

Quinn’s acceptance and induction into the Veteran’s Hall of Fame in Tallahassee on April 27th, along with 

fourteen others throughout the State of Florida.  

NEW BUSINESS: 

American Legion Post Shooting Team ended up placing 3rd in the district and congratulations were be-

stowed upon them. Looking for donation of pellets. Donations may be dropped off at St. Augustine High 

School with Colonel Nelson.  

Joe Snowberger, Liberty Life Media, pro-military media house of 9 counties, including St. Johns, 

stated that if there are events, activities or stories that you wish to share, notify Liberty Life Media for 

publication.  

Chairman recognized Jim Issacs, a regularly active member of the Council that will be moving back to 

West Virginia in a couple of weeks. He will be greatly missed.  

Meeting adjourned at 8:20pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

William Dudley, Chairman 

Ray A. Quinn, Vice Chairman  
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The Florida Veterans Hall of Fame Inductees 

Chairman Bill Dudley and the Veterans Council Congratulates all 

the 2021 Inductees. 

Veterans Council Vice Chairman is among those to be Honored 

and recognized for all the work he has done over the years to as-

sist and support all veterans in their needs, 

The Class of 2021 has been selected by the Hall of Fame Counsel. 

The final Counsel meeting and final voting are completed. There 

are 15 nominations approved for the Class of 2021.  

• Robert P. Adelhelm 

• Douglas Alexander, Sr. 

• Thomas G. Bowman 

• Robert D. Chelberg 

• William “Billy” Francis 

• Michael W. Hartford 

• Daniel V. Hughes 

• Stan Jordan 

• Ray Arthur Quinn 

• Darryl J. Reyes 

• Frederick Robinson 

• Gill Harry Ruderman 

• William Donald Salter 

• Harry Orvil “Skip” Taylor 

• William David Wilson 
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The Veterans Council would like to thank Mark Cubbedge for his pictures and comments 

below. 

A few sights from today's Memorial Day Ceremony at the St. Augustine National Ceme-

tery. It's always a powerful visual to see my uncle tend to the grave of his brother, a Kore-

an War Marine who was interred here in the 1950s. 

St. Augustine also laid to rest one if its young Heroes Saturday in SSG Seth Plant, making 

this Memorial Day Ceremony even more emotional as his name was read. The reading was 

followed by a 21-gun salute and the playing of Taps.  
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Pictures by Garry Cohn CS1 USN-Ret, St. Augustine-Palm Coast      

Council, Navy League of the United States 
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Sgt. Maj. (retired) Ray Quinn, Florida Army National 

Guard, was inducted into the Florida Veterans Hall of 

Fame, Class of 2021, on Wednesday.  

Sgt. Maj. Quinn remained active in the veteran community following 

his retirement. He was one of the founders of the St. Johns County 

Veterans Council and led the Wreaths Across America program at the 

St. Augustine National Cemetery for the past several years. He has also 

ensured that "no veteran goes home alone" by ensuring graveside 

services are held for veterans without family in St. Johns county. 

Congratulations 

on your induction, Sgt. Maj. Quinn, and thank you for being a true 

example of Selfless Service! 
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As reported in February’s Patriot Reader, virtually all exempt organizations (i.e., Public 

Charities, Veterans’ organizations, etc.), must file their information reporting for tax 

(fiscal) years ending after July 31, 2021 electronically. For organizations using the cal-

endar-year ending Dec. 31, 2021, the filing deadline for forms in the 990 series is May 16, 

2022 and forms must be filed electronically. 

If your exempt organization does not file the free IRS Form 990-N, aka  “e-Postcard 

Form”, your tax preparer must use software to prepare and file your exempt organiza-

tion’s return electronically. This not only entails a learning curve for most organizations, 

but also a longer timeline to file (i.e., once the return is finalized, the exempt organiza-

tion must provide a signed IRS Form 8453-TE. This form will be generated by the soft-

ware, must be printed and signed by an authorized individual, then provided to the soft-

ware vendor for verification before the software vender will electronically transmit the 

return to the IRS. Depending upon timing, this could entail several days delay, so it may 

be advisable to file IRS Form 8868 well before May 16. 

Mail the completed Form 8868, no later than May 16 (for calendar-year returns) to: 

     Department of the Treasury 

     Internal Revenue Service Center 

     Ogden, UT 84201-0045 

May 1 is the deadline by which all Florida corporations (including not-for-profit entities) 

must file their 2022 Annual Report, which may be filed on-line at https://

www.sunbiz.org. ONLY not-for-profit entities are exempt from late filing penalties, but a 

well-run organization should be able to comply with little effort. 

Most exempt organizations (except for Veterans’ posts recognized under IRS §501(c)(19)) 

must also file a report with the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Affairs, 

under the Florida     Solicitation of Contributions Act. The registration form for 

2022 has been simplified. Filing deadlines depend upon each exempt organization’s origi-

nal application date, and can be checked at    https://csapp.fdacs.gov/CSPublicApp/

CheckACharity/CheckACharity.aspx 

  

mailto:https://www.sunbiz.org
mailto:https://www.sunbiz.org
mailto:https://csapp.fdacs.gov/CSPublicApp/CheckACharity/CheckACharity.aspx
mailto:https://csapp.fdacs.gov/CSPublicApp/CheckACharity/CheckACharity.aspx
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The Veterans Council would like to thank Big John Suth-

erland for recommending several veterans/friends to 

join the Veterans Council of St. Johns County’s Facebook 

Group page. 

We are now well over 550 active members and encour-

age you all to ask your friends to Join or Like us. We 

would like to have over 750 members by summer’s end.    

Once a member you will be allowed to post your organizations flyers/meetings/events/golf 

tournaments and pictures as long as they are for the benefit of veterans, their spouses, families 

and organizations. Fund raiser advertising is allowed for Not For Profits. 

The Council is a 501 C3 Not For profit and does not allow political or religious comments on its 

Facebook Group site. If you violate this rule your posting will be deleted. If you do it more than 

once you will be deleted from our group. 

If you would like me to post your organizations events instead of posting them yourselves, just 

email me at: rothfeldm@gmail.com. 

The Council’s Facebook Group is current and active daily. It is the best way to get the word out 

to hundreds immediately. 

The Veterans’ Council of St. Johns County also publishes a monthly newsletter, The Patriot Read-

er, with a circulation of over 8,000 veterans, organizations and families. If your Not For Profit 

would like to submit something for the newsletter please email it to me by the third Sunday of 

the month for inclusion in the next Patriot Reader. There is no charge for this service as long as 

you are submitting for a  Not For Profit. 

Please submit articles in Microsoft Word and pictures in jpg format.  

Please remember Memorial Day is fast approaching and our Facebook page and Patriot Reader 

lists times, dates and locations of the Ceremonies. We hope you will attend one of these events. 

Chairman Bill Dudley 

Secretary Michael Rothfeld 
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The Jaguars Foundation Grant Commitment of $100,000.00 for the                  

National POW/MIA Memorial 

The Jaguars Foundation Grant Commitment of $100,000.00 for the National POW/MIA 

Memorial at Cecil Field was received by Chaplain Patrick Archuleta, a Board of Directors 

Member and Managing Chaplain for the Chapel of The High-Speed Pass. 

Chaplain Archuletta recently visited the Jaguars Foundation Office to thank the Jaguars 

Foundation and present “POW/MIA and Chapel Challenge Coins” on behalf of the Board 

of Directors for their generosity 

Coins were given to Mark Lamping, President of the Jaguars Organization, Whitney Mey-

er and Peter Racine of the Jaguars Foundation for supporting the ongoing project to 

bring The National POW/MIA Memo-

rial & Museum to Northeast Flori-

da.” 

 

From left to right: Mark Lamping (President of the Jaguars Organi-

zation) Reverend Patrick Archuletta (Chaplain – Chapel of the High

-Speed Pass, Whitney Meyer and Peter Racine of the Jaguars  
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 The National Desert Storm and Desert Shield Memorial is a new nation-
al monument to be built at the National Mall in Washington D.C. Our 
goal is to break ground on the Memorial in 2022, and to dedicate the           

completed Memorial in 2023.  

National Desert Storm and Desert Shield War Memorial Act - Authorizes 
the National Desert Storm War Memorial Association to establish a com-

memorative work on federal land in the District of Columbia to com-
memorate and honor those who, as members of the Armed Forces, 

served on active duty in support of Operation Desert Storm or Operation 
Desert Shield. 

Construction of the Memorial is led by the National Desert Storm War 
Memorial Association, a 501(c)3 organization in Washington, D.C. The  
association is led by a Board of Directors comprised of veterans who 

served during Operation Desert Storm.  
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The Veterans Council donated 3 picnic tables to the Leo 

C Chase Jr CBOC. Below is a letter of thanks from the 

doctors and staff. 
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Congress Bestows Its Highest Honor on WWII Merchant Marines 

Congress has bestowed its highest honor on merchant mariners who fought in World War II, 

almost eight decades after the conflict in which more than 8,000 of them were killed. 

By Associated Press,  By MARY CLARE JALONICK, Associated Press 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Congress has bestowed its highest honor on merchant mariners 

who fought in World War II, almost eight decades after the conflict in which more than 

8,000 of them were killed. 

More than two years after Congress voted to approve the award, leaders on Capitol Hill on 

Wednesday awarded the Congressional Gold Medal to surviving merchant mariners who 

provided equipment, food, fuel and other materials to military troops around the world 

during World War II. While they suffered what was thought to be the highest per capita cas-

ualty rate in the war, they did not receive veteran status until 1988 because they are not a 

branch of the military. 

Dave Yoho, a 94-year-old veteran of the service, said at the ceremony in Statuary Hall that 

he and his fellow mariners “brought home the scars of war” but were forgotten. 

The U.S. Merchant Marine provided goods in many different arenas during the war, includ-

ing at the invasion of Normandy. The legislation passed by Congress in March 2020 award-

ing the medal cites a 1944 New York Times article that said the Normandy invasion “would 

not have been possible without the Merchant Marine.″ 

Congressional leaders thanked the mariners for their service and said it was long overdue. 

The medal will be displayed in the American Merchant Marine Museum in New York. 

 



19 

 

Max Marbut Associate Editor, Jax Daily Record 

The Jacksonville Bar Association past president is leading the campaign that is              

establishing a warship museum in Downtown Jacksonville. 

For 12 years, each day when attorney Daniel Bean drove across the Main Street Bridge to his law office, 

he looked at the St. Johns River and imagined what it would be like if a U.S. Navy warship museum was 

docked along its northbank Downtown. 

“I don’t have to think about it anymore,” said Bean, president of the Jacksonville Historic Naval Ship As-

sociation. 

The USS Orleck DD-886 was towed March 26 into Downtown, the latest home port in the guided-

missile frigate’s 78-year history. 

The warship will be moved to a dock at the Shipyards property in June to begin its next tour of duty as 

a naval military museum. 

Bean is a retired Navy surface warfare officer and judge advocate, former managing partner of Holland 

& Knight’s office in Jacksonville and a founding partner of Abel 

Bean Law. 

He began leading the effort to establish a naval museum Down-

town in 2010 as he was ending his term as president of the Jack-

sonville Bar Association.  

At the time, the historic naval ship association was working to 

bring the USS Charles F. Adams, a Cold War-era guided-missile 

destroyer that was in the Philadelphia Navy Yard waiting to be 

scrapped, to Jacksonville. 

The process for the Navy to transfer ownership of the Adams to the association went on for years while 

the Adams continued to rust in the ship graveyard. 

The effort turned into nothing but frustration, Bean said. 

“They kept changing the terms for transferring the warship. We had hundreds of action items complete, 

but they canceled the donation plan.” 

That didn’t sink the association’s commitment to establish a warship museum in Jacksonville. It just 

forced a change in course. 
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From warship to museum 

After highly decorated service in the U.S. Navy from 1945 to 1982 spanning the Cold War, the wars in 

Korea and Vietnam and service as a training vessel, the USS Orleck was transferred to the Turkish gov-

ernment, which changed its name to TCQ Yücetepe. 

After eight years of service under the Turkish flag, the warship was retired and transferred to the South-

east Texas War Memorial and Heritage Foundation in Orange, Texas, to become a museum bearing its 

original name. 

When Hurricane Irma struck the Gulf Coast in September 2005, the Orleck was substantially dam-

aged. 

After it was repaired, the city of Orange refused to allow it to return to its berth at a city park, so the 

Orleck was anchored off two coastal islands for nearly four 

years. 

The Jacksonville Naval Museum is planned at the 

Shipyards. 

In 2009, the Lake Charles, Louisiana, City Council approved 

an ordinance authorizing a cooperative endeavor agreement 

with the group in Texas. 

The warship then was towed to Lake Charles and opened to the public, but over time the museum 

struggled to remain in operation.  

In 2019, the decision was made to either sink it, sell it for scrap or find someone who wanted it. 

The USS Orleck Museum needed to find its next new floating home. 

Within hours of the Jacksonville association announcing it abandoned its campaign for the Adams, the 

museum’s operators contacted Bean and his colleagues with a proposal. 

After a 25-hour road trip to visit and inspect the Orleck, Bean said the association decided to partially 

underwrite the museum to preserve right of first refusal for the warship’s impending disposition. 

Final leg of the voyage 

In consideration of a $1 million grant from the state and considerable investment from Bean and other 

association board members for a decade, in early 2020 Jacksonville City Council approved moving the 

Orleck to the St. Johns River Downtown. 

A month later, a global event intervened. 

The coronavirus pandemic shutdown that began in March 2020 delayed the transfer.  
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The Orleck also was in the path of Category 4 Hurricane Laura that made landfall Aug. 27 near Lake 

Charles. 

The museum broke free of its mooring during the storm surge and drifted more than a mile from the 

dock, but was found floating and upright after the hurricane passed, Bean said. 

The Orleck was towed to dry dock at Gulf Copper Manufacturing Corp. in Port Arthur, Texas, in De-

cember 2021 for inspection to determine whether it made financial sense to repair damage caused by 

the storm and paint the exterior to prepare the Orleck to again be a museum. 

“We put a ton of steel on her. We believe we have increased her life by 10 or 15 years,” Bean said. 

The cost of towing to Port Arthur and the shipyard work came to nearly $2 million.  

It cost more than $300,000 for the final part of the voyage to tow the Orleck from Texas to its new 

temporary home near the Hyatt Regency Jacksonville Riverfront, Bean said. 

Preparing for opening day 

Having a 390-foot warship that looks like it did the day it was commissioned in 1945 docked Down-

town made people pay attention to the museum project on a level the ship association had not experi-

enced, Bean said. 

“It’s human nature. People had to see the Orleck before they could begin to dream.” 

Within hours of the warship’s arrival in Jacksonville, people were calling to ask how they could help get 

the museum ready for the public. 

“We have high school students volunteering. People are scraping paint and cleaning. Someone offered to 

illuminate the American flag on the stern at night. There is a retired Navy captain who is on board every 

day painting. We get stronger every day,” Bean said. 

Bean predicts that when the museum opens, unless guests have served aboard a destroyer, they will find 

some surprises. 

“People are shocked at how tight the quarters are because everything is compressed to save space.” 

With annual maintenance expenses estimated at $1 million, financial support will be needed in addition 

to admission fees and memberships, so the museum is seeking financial donations along with volunteer 

labor. 

“It’s just like an active warship. It’s in the water. It rusts,” Bean said. 

Visit jaxnavalmuseum.org to learn more about the Orleck and the museum. 
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TALLAHASSEE – Fifteen Florida Veterans were inducted into the Florida Veterans’ Hall of Fame before a capacity crowd at the 

Florida Capitol on April 27. Florida Department of Veterans’ Affairs Executive Director James S. “Hammer” Hartsell presided 

over the ceremony for the members of the Class of 2021. The class was the ninth class to enter the Florida Veterans’ Hall of 

Fame.  

Gov. Ron DeSantis and the Cabinet voted unanimously to  induct the 15 Veterans into the  Florida Veterans’ Hall of Fame during 

the March 29 Cabinet Meeting. 

The Florida Veterans’ Hall of Fame recognizes and honors those military veterans  who,  through their works and lives during or 

after military service, have made a  significant  contribution to the State of Florida through civic, business, public  service or other 

pursuits. It  is not a traditional military hall of fame, as it focuses  on post-military contributions to the  State of Florida.   

Class of 2021 inductees include:  

1. Robert Adelhelm, Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. Marine Corps (Ret) – Jacksonville 

2. Bishop Dr. Douglas Alexander  Sr., U.S. Army Veteran – Hernando 

3. Thomas Bowman, Colonel, U.S. Marine Corps (Ret) – Spring Hill 

4. Robert D. Chelberg, Lieutenant General, U.S. Army (Ret) – North Palm Beach 

5. William W. Francis II, Colonel, U.S. Air Force (Ret) – Tallahassee 

6. Michael W. Hartford, Captain, U.S. Navy (Ret) – Ellenton 

7. Daniel V. Hughes, U.S. Marine Corps Veteran – Palm Coast 

8. ep. Stan Jordan, Colonel, U.S. Army (Ret) – Jacksonville 

9. Ray A. Quinn, Sergeant Major, U.S. Army (Ret) – St. Augustine 

10. Darryl J. Reyes, Colonel, U.S. Army (Ret) – Tampa 

11. Frederick Robinson, U.S. Marine Corps Veteran – Apopka 

12. Gill Ruderman, Colonel, U.S. Army (Ret) – Bradenton 

13. William D. Salter, U.S. Army Veteran – Milton 

14. Harry O. “Skip” Taylor, Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. Army (Ret) – Viera 

15. William David Wilson, U.S. Air Force Veteran – Tallahassee 
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The State of Florida established the Florida Veterans' Hall of Fame in 2011 to 

recognize and honor those military veterans who, through their works and 

lives during and after military service, have made a significant contribution to 

the State of Florida, their city, town and community through civic, business, 

public service and other worthy pursuits. 

 

 The Florida Veterans’ Hall of Fame Society, Inc. was formed in 2019 as a sup-

portive non-profit organization to provide financial and administrative sup-

port to the Florida Department of Veterans Affairs and the Florida Veterans 

Foundation as requested to insure the continuing success of the Florida Veter-

ans’ Hall of Fame.  

This year’s Inductees from NE FL.  

The Veterans Council of St Johns County Congratulates LTC Bob  Adelhelm, 

USMC Ret for being inducted into the FL Veterans Hall of Fame Class of 2021. 

His full bio is located here: 

https://www.fvhofsociety.org/adelhelm.html 

mailto:https://www.fvhofsociety.org/adelhelm.html
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The Veterans Council of St Johns County Congratulates Dan Hughes, USMC for 

being inducted into the FL Veterans Hall of Fame Class of 2021. 

His full bio is located here: 

https://www.fvhofsociety.org/hughes.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

————————————————————————————————— 

The Veterans Council of St Johns County Congratulates Ray Quinn, SGM USA 

Ret, Vice Chairman of the Veterans Council of St Johns County for being in-

ducted into the FL Veterans Hall of Fame Class of 2021. 

His full bio is located here: 

https://www.fvhofsociety.org/quinn.html 

mailto:https://www.fvhofsociety.org/hughes.html
mailto:https://www.fvhofsociety.org/quinn.html
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First Coast Honor Flight   

From: Lew Turner, WTLV NBC Channel 12 Jacksonville~still trying to 

come down from the awesome Honor Flight this weekend. I hope it was 

as amazing an experience for everyone else as it was for me.   
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 By Ponte Vedra NewsLine Staff, mail@floridanewsline.com 

Competing against the top 27 NJROTC drill teams across the country, Nease 

placed third at the 2022 Navy National Academic, Athletic and Drill Championships 

in Pensacola on April 1 – 2. The Navy Nationals comprise a series of 10 events — personnel inspection, 

five drill, three athletic and one academic — where the cumulative scores are added to determine the 

overall national champion. Nease represented NJROTC Area-12, which covers the 60 NJROTC programs 

across Northern Florida and the state of Georgia, having won the Area-12 Drill Championship last month 

in Coffee County, Georgia.  

Nease won first place in two events: the 16 x100 Relay and Unarmed Basic Drill. The team garnered eight 

additional trophies, including second place in Personnel Inspection, third place in Overall Athletics and 

Pushups; fourth place in Overall Drill, Unarmed Exhibition Drill and Situps; and fifth place in Armed 

Basic Drill and Academics. Five cadets earned individual medals – Emmelie Neff finished second in Situps, 

Keegan Mapa – fifth in Situps, Emily Chang and Nicholas Gallego, 10th in female and male Pushups, and 

Ben Prohofsky, 10th in Academics.  

“These young men and women have persevered since August practicing at 7:30 a.m.,” said senior naval sci-

ence instructor Captain Scott LaRochelle. “Finishing third in the nation validated their commitment to ex-

cellence.” 

Nease has qualified and competed at the Navy Nationals every year since 2015 with this year being the 

team’s best finish. Pace High School in Pensacola and Troy High School in Fullerton, California placed top 

two.  

“I couldn’t be more proud of all of my teammates,” said Battalion Commander Kaitlyn Boggs, commander 

of the freshly minted #1 Unarmed Basic Drill team in the nation. “Coming out on top in this event know-

ing the talent from other programs in California, Virginia, Texas and Florida makes this trophy even more 

special.” 

 

Photo courtesy Scott LaRochelle, from left 

Nease seniors Isabella Rivera, Kaitlyn Boggs, Brodie 

Mongon, Daniel Mahoney and Emmelie Neff receive 

the third place overall trophy from rear Admiral Peter 

A. Garvin at the Navy National Academic, Athletic and 

Drill Championships in Pensacola. 
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The Veterans Council presented a Certificate and a Blue Star lapel pin, both of which relate to the DoD 

Vietnam War Commemoration recognition for surviving spouses of veterans who have died after their 

time in the service. To be eligible the veteran had to have served anytime during the period 1 Novem-

ber 1955 to 15 May 1975, regardless of duty station.  

It emphasizes and recognizes the support and sacrifice spouses give during 

and following a veterans time in service. 

Michael David Pullium 

Obituary  

Michael David Pullium, 76, of St. Augustine, passed away on January 20, 2022, 

at Memorial Hospital in Jacksonville, Florida. Michael was born on April 22, 

1945, in San Francisco, California, to Frank E. Pullium and Martha H. Pullium. Michael and his family 

moved to Tampa, Florida, in 1955. He joined the United States Army in 1967 and was a Vietnam Com-

bat Veteran (1969). After returning from military duty to Tampa, he graduated from the University of 

South Florida in 1975 with a degree in Water Resources Engineering. Michael relocated to St. Augustine 

in 2000 with his wife and daughter and opened P&A Consulting Engineers, Inc. He was actively in-

volved in the St. Augustine community including sitting on the Board of Directors for the Chase-

Rescorla Memorial Scholarship Fund, a member of the Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association ("Big 

Mike") and was honored to be a contributor to Homes for Our Troops. 

Preceded in death by his parents and devoted stepfather, Tim Young; Michael is survived by his wife of 

35 years, Donna Pullium, St. Augustine; daughters Delaney Pullium, Jacksonville, Florida, and Jennifer 

Shaw, Gainesville, Florida; sister, Christy Drechsler; brother, Jeff Young, both of Tampa, Florida, and 

many nieces and nephews. 

A Memorial Military Ceremony and Interment was held on March 2, 2022, at the Jacksonville National 

Cemetery in Jacksonville, Florida. In lieu of flowers, the family is requesting a contribution be made in 

honor of Michael to the St. Johns County Housing Partnership, St. Augustine, Florida (sjhp.org). 
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Urgent Volunteer Opportunity Available: 

Please help support Council On Aging (COA) need for volunteers to 

provide lawn maintenance to elderly residents. “The Cutters” service 

about 20 yards every Thursday. COA provides all equipment and lunch. 

All hands on deck 0800 -1200 at 180 Marine St. 32084.  Your service is 

greatly appreciated by our elderly clients.   

Questions:  Phil Topcik, Capt., USNR-R  904-716-1679 
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 The Army Special Operations Forces School in Key West, FL 

It seems these days that the U.S. Navy SEALs get all of the press. They have been featured in movies like GI 

Jane and American Sniper, just two films among many others. SEAL Team Six figured prominently in the 

news with the capture of Osama bin Laden, a story that would be later immortalized in the movie Zero Dark 

Thirty.  

While our SEALs are deserving of our nation’s respect and gratitude, there are a whole bunch of folks who 

make up what we all know as Combat Divers serving in various capacities. They come from the U.S. Army 

Special Forces, as well as all of the other branches of our military who attend a Combat Diver Qualification 

Course (CDQC). Many receive their training at the Army Special Forces Underwater Operations School 

(SFUWO) or Army Special Operations Forces (ARSOF) School located in Key West, FL.  

Prior to World War II, little had been done to advance the role of combat swimmers in our nation’s military. 

The tradition of utilizing swimmers goes back to the American Revolution and the Civil War where swim-

mers were used to sabotage enemy shipping by setting fires, using explosives, or to covertly infiltrate harbors 

and scout enemy positions. A few divers worked with allied forces during World War I, but to “dive” usually 

meant to simply hold your breath underwater.  

It was during World War II that the need to develop formal dive training and gear became very apparent. An 

early underwater breathing apparatus was the Momsen Lung used by submariners as a breathing device to 

escape to the surface in an emergency. Sometimes they worked, and sometimes they didn’t.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo Above: An instructor conduct-

ing a training session at the ARSOF

(photo courtesy U.S. Army Website 

Videos, YouTube)Photo Right: ARSOF 

School in Key West today with their 50

-foot dive tower 
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Photos Above: Left: Sailor posing with a Momsen Lung off Key West;  

Right: a Momsen Lung used during training aboard a submarine 

In 1940, Dr. Christian Lambertsen developed the first, self-contained, closed circuit diving apparatus for the 

U.S. Navy. The Navy rejected it, but the Office of Strategic Services (OSS) hired him to further develop his 

invention and establish a program for training personnel in its use for a combat frogman program. 

Lambertsen moved his new Marine Unit to Nassau, Baha-

mas for initial training, where he and U.S. Coast Guard 

Lieutenant James Booth conducted training dives to fine 

tune the equipment and give the men of the MU their first 

diving experience both in the Bahamas and later on Catalina 

Island, CA. His dive equipment had to be a closed-circuit 

rebreather to prevent bubbles from the diver’s exhaled air 

from reaching the surface which would allow an enemy to 

detect their presence. The dive apparatus, the first of its type 

in the world, was called the “LARU,” an acronym for the 

“Lambertsen Amphibious Respiratory Unit.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo Above: Dr. Christian Lambertsen (left) and  

U.S. Coast Guard Lieutenant James Booth (right) 

Photo Right: Dr. Christian Lambertsen 
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In the early 1960’s, Army Captain Ola Mize, a Korean War veteran, was called into the John F. Kennedy Spe-

cial Warfare Center to bring some order to the chaos. Mize was trained in parachuting and he was given the 

underwater combat swimmer programs as well. He initially located the program at Camp Blanding, FL but lat-

er relocated to Fleming Key in Key West. Key West was the ideal location for the Army Special Forces swim-

mer school. There, the training was focused on both closed circuit and open circuit dive operations.  

The rest is history, as they say, and today, the ARSOF in Key West is the primary training site for our Army 

Special Forces combat swimmers. The training base is complete with a 50-foot dive tower that gives trainees a 

safe, confined space to do deep dives and free ascents under the watchful eyes of their trainers, before moving 

out to sea for more advanced training in combat insertion and infiltration techniques. But to make certain there 

was no confusion about this being an Army base in the middle of the sea, they gave the dive tower a new paint 

job clearly marked with the insignia of the U.S. Army Special Forces Combat Diver. Once again, it all happens 

here in Florida. Go Army!!  

The Marine Unit was later transferred to the China-India-Burma Theater 

beginning in 1944 and stationed with the British forces on the island of Gal-

le where it engaged in intelligence gathering missions for our British allies 

and the Office of Strategic Services (OSS). It was the OSS that was the 

forerunner of our modern Central Intelligence Agency (CIA). They trans-

ferred from Galle focusing their main insertions of agents to gather intelli-

gence along the Arakan Coast of Burma which was occupied by Japanese 

forces at the time.  

The U.S. Army learned a lot during the war and put that experience to work 

with the formation of the Army Special Forces in the 1950’s. Part of their 

training included combat diving from the knowledge and experience gained 

from the OSS MU divers of the war. Dive equipment was advancing rapid-

ly as well. Dr. Lambertsen continued to develop more advanced dive gear, 

and coined the catch-all acronym “SCUBA” which stood for “Self-

contained Underwater Breathing Apparatus” that is still used today for both 

military and recreational diving.  

Photo Above: The Lambertsen Amphibious 

Respiratory Unit “LARU”, Bahamas 1943 

Photo Right: The “Sleeping Beauty” was a 

British submersible used in Burma in WWII       

by our OSS combat divers 

In 1955, members of the 77th Army Special 

Forces who were trained to both parachute and 

scuba dive formed the first “Para-Divers” club 

at Fort Bragg. The U.S. Navy established a 

U.S. Naval Underwater Swimmer School in 

Key West, FL, while other special forces train-

ing centers popped up at U.S. bases around the 

globe. But the training lacked any central fo-

cus as the new diving gear was adopted hap-

hazardly with little central command.  



38 

  

 

 

About the Author: Rick Cain 

Rick Cain has worked for the St. Augustine Lighthouse & Maritime Mu-

seum for 18 years after a 20-year career as a health care professional. He 

serves on the Board of Directors of the American Lighthouse Council 

and is Immediate Past Chair of the Florida Attractions Association.  He 

also works closely with the United States Coast Guard to maintain their 

historical ties to the Museum.  

Photo Above: An Army combat swimmer candidate preforms a free ascent in the dive tower 

*All images used with permission, U.S. Army Office of the Command Historian. Please see              

https://arsof-history.org/articles/v3n1_key_west_page_1.html  for more information on the AFSOF 

School in Key West. 

mailto:https://arsof-history.org/articles/v3n1_key_west_page_1.html


39 

  



40 

 

ALL are invited to attend 

Veterans Council Upcoming Meeting 

Change 

 ALL Meetings in 2022 will be back at 

200 San Sebastian View where the Veterans Service 

Office (VSO) is located. 

Upcoming Veterans Council Meetings Speakers   

  

  

June 30,  Officer Kelly Kemp, Chaplain, SJSO, “Community 

Involvement” 

Kathy Church, Update on MIAP 

July 28, Andrew Stack, FL State Coord for DoD Program                                                    

“Building Healthy Military Communities” 

August 25, Carmalita Gaines, Jacksonville Veterans Center  
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Lynn M Geiser 

MILITARY SISTERS (women veterans, active duty, national 

guard and women spouses) 

I NEED YOUR HELP!! 

WHAT AREA ARE YOU FROM IN FLORIDA?  

The struggle is that there is only one of me and alot of sisters with talent and passion.. that 

would love to get meet and greets started in other areas.  

1. Cooking 

2. Art 

3. Outdoor events 

4. Happy hour 

5. Horseback riding  

6. Lunches 

7. Hockey, jaguars games 

8. Military women and/or military family beach days 
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Ssg Seth Michael Plant 

 Obituary 

 

SSG Seth Michael Plant, age 30, the cherished son of Mi-

chael and Joy Plant tragically lost his life on Tuesday, May 

10, 2022 while stationed in Anchorage, Alaska at JBER. Seth was born on Novem-

ber 16, 1991 in Jacksonville, Florida and was raised in Starke, Florida before mov-

ing St. Augustine where he lived the remainder of his life. Seth graduated from 

Pedro Menendez High School in 2010 and enlisted in the United States Army im-

mediately after. Serving his country was a life-long dream for Seth, and the zeal he 

pursued his dream with was unmatched. During his time in the Army he served in 

Afghanistan as part of Operation Enduring Freedom with the United States Navy 

SEALS. He was a decorated soldier and received the Army Commendation Medal; 

Army Achievement Medal; Army Good Conduct Medal; National Defense Service 

Medal; Afghanistan Campaign Medal; Global War on Terrorism Service Medal; 

Non-Commissioned Officer Professional Development Ribbon; Army Service 

Ribbon; Overseas Service Ribbon; NATO Service Ribbon; Combat Infantryman’s 

Badge; and the Parachutist Badge, and most recently the Arctic Tab. At the time of 

his passing, Seth had recently been promoted to the rank of Staff Sergeant in 

Company C, 3rd Battalion, 509th Infantry Arctic Airborne unit. He was a deco-

rated war veteran, a leader, a fighter, and a hero.   

While comforting a fellow fallen soldiers family member Seth said “Unfortunately 

that’s how life works, it takes the most shining lights away from us. You just have 

to remember him and everything about him and don’t let him be forgotten  
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From The Giant Killer 

 The Only Father-Son Medal of Honor Recipients: 

Only two father-son combinations have been awarded the Medal of Honor since its inception in 1863. Ar-

thur and Douglas MacArthur and Theodore Roosevelt and Theodore Roosevelt, Jr., were awarded this sig-

nal of honor for their gallant efforts dating from the Civil War through World War II. 

MacArthur Family 

Arthur MacArthur served during the Civil War assigned to the 24th Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry Regi-

ment. When he was just an 18-year-old lieutenant, MacArthur “seized the colors of his regiment at a criti-

cal moment and planted them on the captured works on the crest of Missionary Ridge.” Despite his heroic 

efforts, he was not awarded the Medal of Honor until 1890. MacArthur left the service in June 1865 as a 

lieutenant colonel, and after a brief study of law, re-entered the Regular Army in 1866, ultimately retiring 

in 1909 as a lieutenant general. 

His son, Gen. Douglas MacArthur, was nominated for the Medal of Honor twice for service as a brigadier 

general in World War I, before receiving it for his service in the defense of the Philippines in 1942. His 

Medal of Honor citation noted his “conspicuous leadership in preparing the Philippine Islands to resist 

conquest, for gallantry and intrepidity above and beyond the call of duty in action against invading Japa-

nese forces, and for the heroic conduct of defensive and offensive operations on the Bataan Peninsula…. 

His utter disregard of personal danger under heavy fire and aerial bombardment, his calm judgment in 

each crisis, inspired his troops, galvanized the spirit of resistance of the Filipino people.” 

The award, however, was not without controversy. Many military leaders, including Gen. Eisenhower, op-

posed it. Opposition to the award revolved around the belief that his actions did not meet the standard for 

the award in that he had not performed an act of valor. As the Japanese forces steadily advanced in the 

Philippines, President Franklin Roosevelt ordered Gen.  

MacArthur to relocate to Australia. On March 12, 1942, MacArthur departed, under the cover of dark-

ness, for Australia with his family and staff. He left behind Lt. Gen. Jonathan Wainwright and his greatly 

outnumbered troops to fight on Bataan. Near starvation and short of ammunition and other supplies, 

Wainwright surrendered the garrison, and he and those with him suffered misery and death as prisoners 

of the Japanese. 

Army Chief of Staff George Marshall, who personally authored the citation, overruled opposition to Mac-

Arthur’s nomination, and justified it by pointing out that some past awards had been made to individuals 

who had not been responsible for front-line achievements. Critics contend the award was made for politi-

cal reasons and some maintain it was in response to a propaganda campaign waged by Japan, Germany, 

and Italy that characterized MacArthur as a “coward” and “deserter.” Regardless of the circumstances, the 

MacArthur duo became the first father and son to be awarded the Medal of Honor. 



44 

Roosevelt Family 

Theodore “Teddy” Roosevelt has the distinction of being the only U.S. president to have received the 

Medal of Honor. The Medal was for his actions as a member of the 1st Volunteer Cavalry, known as the 

“Rough Riders,” during the Spanish-American War: “Lieutenant Colonel Roosevelt, in total disregard for 

his personal safety, and accompanied by only four or five men, led a desperate and gallant charge up San 

Juan Hill, encouraging his troops to continue the assault through withering enemy fire over open country-

side. Facing the enemy's heavy fire, he displayed extraordinary bravery throughout the charge, and was the 

first to reach the enemy trenches, where he quickly killed one of the enemy with his pistol, allowing his 

men to continue the assault. His leadership and valor turned the tide in the battle for San Juan Hill.” 

Like that of Gen. MacArthur, President Roosevelt’s nomination was marred by controversy. After the ac-

tion was over, four general officers recommended that he receive the award. But the recommendation was 

rejected by a board of officers, though the reason for the denial was not documented. Some historians 

contend the board concluded President Roosevelt's conduct in Cuba was admirable but not worthy of the 

Medal of Honor. They believed when Roosevelt reached the hilltop, the main body of the Spanish was al-

most all gone, having retreated toward Santiago. 

After numerous lobbying attempts over several decades after Roosevelt’s death, Congress repealed the 

statute of limitations on military decorations in 1996. Though the Army opposed retroactive recognition, 

legislation passed in late 1998 provided for appointment of a board to review the matter. The board rec-

ommended approval and President Roosevelt was awarded the Medal of Honor two years later on Jan. 16, 

2001. 

Forty-six years after President Roosevelt’s actions on San Juan Hill, his son received the nation’s highest 

military award. Theodore Roosevelt, Jr., a Distinguished Service Cross recipient of World War I and one 

of the founders of the American Legion, was the only general officer and the oldest person at 56 years of 

age to land with the first wave assaulting enemy beaches on D-Day.  

A reservist, he was called to active duty as a colonel and soon promoted to brigadier general. Twice de-

nied his verbal requests to accompany the first wave on Utah Beach, his written request was approved. By 

coincidence, his son, Capt. Quentin Roosevelt II, landed with the first wave on Omaha Beach. 

Armed only with a pistol and a cane — the latter was used for arthritis as a result of injuries received in 

World War I — Brig. Gen. Roosevelt “repeatedly led groups from the beach, over the seawall and estab-

lished them inland. His valor, courage, and presence in the very front of the attack and his complete un-

concern at being under heavy fire inspired the troops to heights of enthusiasm and self-sacrifice. Although 

the enemy had the beach under constant direct fire, Brig. Gen. Roosevelt moved from one locality to an-

other, rallying men around him, directed and personally led them against the enemy.  

Under his seasoned, precise, calm, and unfaltering leadership, assault troops reduced beach strong points 

and rapidly moved inland with minimum casualties.” When Brig. Gen. Roosevelt realized the troops had  
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landed about a mile off course, he is quoted as saying, “We are going to start the war right here.” 

Unfortunately, Brig. Gen. Roosevelt died from a heart attack before he received the medal. On the day of 

his death, July 12, 1944, he had been selected for promotion to major general and command of the 90th 

Infantry Division. Several general officers served as pall bearers at his funeral and he is buried alongside 

his younger brother, Quentin, a casualty of World War I, in France. 

The four recipients of the Medal of Honor represent two distinguished American families that faithfully 

served the nation for decades. Despite their record of service, people have speculated if all of the awards 

would be made under today’s standards. Regardless of reservations that linger, history currently records 

them as the only father-son recipients of the nation’s highest military award. 

Story by Dr. Wayne Curtis 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

May 23, 2022 

Contact: legislativeinfo@trea.org 

Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee Leaders Push to Deliver  

Annual Cost-of-Living Increase for Veterans 

WASHINGTON: Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee Chairman Jon Tester (D-Mont.) and 

Ranking Member Jerry Moran (R-Kan.) have introduced the Veterans’ Compensation Cost-

of-Living Adjustment (COLA) Act of 2022 to increase the rates of compensation for veter-

ans with service-connected disabilities and military survivors under the Department of Vet-

erans Affairs (VA). 

“When it comes to our nation’s veterans and their families, we’ve got to see to it that they 

don’t fall back on hard times,” said Chairman Tester. “Our bipartisan bill will ensure their 

benefits are keeping pace with the changing economy—providing these folks with the sup-

port they need and earned.” 

“We have a responsibility to take care of our veterans, many of whom rely on VA for finan-

cial support,” said Ranking Member Moran. “As rampant inflation is driving up the cost of 

living, this legislation helps makes certain veterans are able to keep up with our changing 

economy and receive the benefits they have been promised.” 

The Senators’ bill would increase certain VA benefits including disability and dependent 

compensation, clothing allowances, and dependency and indemnity compensation for sur-

viving spouses and children to reflect increases in the cost of living. The cost of living adjust-

ment will be determined by the annual COLA adjustment to social security benefits, as de-

termined by the Social Security Administration, and would go into effect Dec. 1, 2022. The 

Social Security Administration bases their annual COLA adjustment on the Consumer Price 

Index, as determined each December by the Labor Department's Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

Text of the Veterans’ Compensation Cost-of-Living Adjustment Act of 2022 can be 

found HERE. 

### 

mailto:legislativeinfo@trea.org
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The Florida Department of Veterans' Affairs 

Save the Date! Women Veterans' Recognition Week is June 4 – 11. FDVA, 

in partnership with Northeast Florida Women Veterans, Wounded Warri-

ors, First Watch, Steven A Cohen Military Family Clinic, and the Florida 

Veterans Foundation, will host a Women Veterans' Conference in Jackson-

ville. Please stay tuned for more information about this exciting oppor-

tunity! 
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The Florida Department of Veterans' Affairs 

Have you checked out the new 2022 Florida Veterans' 

Benefits Guide? It is now available for download. The 

annual guide helps connect Florida's Veterans and their 

families with earned federal and state benefits, services 

and support. It also contains helpful phone numbers 

and website addresses for additional information. To 

view online, click here: https://bit.ly/3BovveB. To 

download a copy for your records, click here: https://

bit.ly/3HYgTF0.  

 

https://bit.ly/3BovveB
https://bit.ly/3HYgTF0
https://bit.ly/3HYgTF0
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Christine Blakley Collins  

I served as a Guardian for the 5/21   

Honor Flight to Washington DC, to take 

25 Veterans to visit their Campaign Me-

morials (WWII, Korea & Vietnam), 

among other humbling & emotional DC Memorials. The youngest 

Vet on this flight is 71, the eldest 98. They are an amazing group 

that I very much am looking forward to sharing this journey with.  

If you are an Amazon shopper - and haven't a charity chosen for 

your Amazon Smile Donation - would you consider adding First 

Coast Honor Flight as your donation beneficiary? It's a simple way 

to help the First Coast Honor Flight be able to provide "One More 

Mission"  

Here is the link: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/84-4667182  

If you aren't familiar with the Honor Flight Network, look them up 

on the Google Machine.. truly inspiring.  

And if you've made it through my whole post and have a suggestion 

for a truly waterproof mascara - please send it along. Pretty sure 

5/21 is going to test even the best mascaras... 

mailto:https://smile.amazon.com/ch/84-4667182
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Here are the 2022 Honor Flight Dates 
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Clyde Lassen Veterans Nursing Home is looking for essential 

care givers including CNA, LPN, RN’s. A shortage of staff has 

resulted in a significant waiting list-even though beds are 

available. We have some incredible veterans here in SJC being 

cared for at Lassen. If you or someone you know have these 

qualifications and would be interested in serving those who 

have defended our freedoms, please call Clyde Lassen for de-

tails.  
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 From the FDVA 

THEY ARE HIRING! 

New health care job opportunities at our State Veterans’ Nursing Homes through-

out Florida have recently been posted! If you are looking for a fulfilling new role, 

visit our jobs page to view the available positions. https://bit.ly/FDVAJobs  

  

https://bit.ly/FDVAJobs
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Please note: the Vietnam and War on 

Terror Walls will be in St. Augustine on 

display on Veterans Day, November 11, 

2022 at Anastasia Baptist Church           

in St. Augustine. 

Here is the Florida 2022 schedule 
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FLORIDA CLERK OF COURTS WILL "LOCK IT UP" FOR FREE 

Do you have your DD-214? That is the first question Veterans are asked when en-

gaging in almost every benefits or Veteran-status related process. Often, it is the 

first question Veteran widows and widowers are asked after hearing "I'm sorry for 

your loss." 

Each of Florida's county Clerk of Courts knows how valuable it is having a copy 

of your DD-214 safely and privately stored, with easy access. Click and read how 

you can record your DD-214 for free, year-round, regardless of what county you 

live in. 

BONUS- St Johns County Clerk of the Circuit Courts is provid-

ing complimentary passport photos and notary services for military and Veterans 

through November 30th. Click below for the details. 

From Liberty Life Media 
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Are You eligible to file for benefits based on Presumptive Exposure? 

Were you exposed to hazardous materials while serving in the military, such as from Agent Or-

ange or burn pits? Did you serve in Vietnam, Thailand or Southwest Asia? If so, you may be eligible to 

file for service-connected benefits based on presumptive exposure. 

Over the course of the last six months, VA has begun processing service-connected disability claims for 

six new presumptive conditions related to exposure to hazardous materials. 

In May 2021, VA started implementing provisions of the William M. Thornberry National Defense Au-

thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (NDAA), adding bladder cancer, hypothyroidism and Parkinsonism 

to the list of medical conditions presumptively associated with exposure to Agent Orange. A few 

months later, VA added asthma, rhinitis and sinusitis (to include rhinosinusitis) on a presumptive basis 

based on particulate matter exposures during military service in Southwest Asia and certain other areas. 

Any Veteran who was previously denied service-connection for any of these six conditions but had 

symptoms manifest within 10 years of military service would need to file another claim. Be sure to 

use VA Form 20-0995, “Decision Review Request: Supplemental Claim” when filing. The claim form 

should include the name of the medical condition and also specify that the medical condition is being 

claimed due to in-service exposure to environmental hazards. 

VA is committed to assisting Veterans who may have been exposed to hazardous materials during their 

military service. 

Be sure to stay plugged in to www.va.gov for the most recent developments around environmental haz-

ards; VA is constantly conducting research and surveillance, as well as reviewing scientific literature for 

conditions that may be related to exposure during military service. 

If you feel you have a chronic condition attributed to an in-service exposure, we highly encourage you 

to file a claim. For more in-

formation about VA benefits 

and eligibility, or how to file a 

claim, Veterans and survivors 

can visit VA’s website 

at www.va.gov or call toll-

free at 1-800-827-1000. 
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From Veterans Council Chairman Bill Dudley 

Subject: VA Transportation Assistance     

I received the email below from Dr. McKenzie.  If any 

of our veterans require transportation assistance to 

any VA medical centers, have them call our CBOC at 

904- 829-0814 and ask for the primary social worker 

for help with transportation.    

We recently found that we are able to assist with pa-

tients who have significant issues with transportation 

to VA medical centers. Our primary care social worker 

can assist with this problem. Patient can call here and 

ask that she be notified of problem. She will be able to 

contact them and attempt to provide assistance.  

  

From Michael Isam 

DAV van service to Gainesville returning on a 

limited basis.  

Schedule your seat on the DAV Chapter 6 van. 

Contact the VA Clinic at 904-823-2954  

and ask for Veterans Van Scheduling. 
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Vietnam Veterans of America 

If you are a Vietnam Era Veteran and live in one of 

these counties, please contact the President for in-

formation as to how to join 

                           Chapter/President/email/Location 

1046   Tony D’Aleo                      adaleo5579@gmail.com; Duval 

1048   Bob Adkins      adk123robert@outlook.com  

1059   David Treffinger               dtreffinger433@msn.com; Clay 

1084   Joan Whitfield      jlwbeach@bellsouth.net  

1088   Roy (Corky) Rudd            corkstopper50@yahoo.com; Nassau 

1092   Forest Hope                        foresthope@usa.net; Gainesville 

1134   Marvin Lagle                     mdlagle@gmail.com; Baker  
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Veterans Councils of Northeast Florida  

      BAKER COUNTY  

      President: Larry Porterfield  

      Meetings: 

      Second Thursday of each month  

      Location:  

      MacClenny Primitive Baptist Church  

      Fellowship Hall on North Boulevard  

                 Time : 1800 (6pm)  

 

CLAY COUNTY     DUVAL COUNTY     

President: Harry Silvers     President Steve Spickelmier 

Meetings:      Meetings: 

First Wednesday of each month    Third Tuesday of each month 

Location:      Location: 

American Legion Post 250    American Legion Post 37 

3939 County Rd 218     Main Building 

Middleburg, FL 32068      San Juan Avenue   

Time: 1400 (2pm)     Tome: 1900 (7 pm) 

 

NASSAU COUNTY     St. Johns County 

President: Mike Doran     President: Bill Dudley 

Meetings:      Meetings: 

First Thursday of each month    Last Thursday of each month 

Location:      Location:  

American Legion Post 54    Health & Human Services building 

626 South 3rd St     Muscovy room, 1st floor 

Fernandina Beach fit 32034    200 San Sebastian View, St. Augustine 

Time: 1900 (7pm)     Time: 1900 (7pm) 
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The Veterans Council of St. Johns County is proud to           

announce that it has modernized its website and created        

a Facebook page. 

We are inviting all veterans to visit our website at:                          

NEW  http://www.veteranscouncilsjc.org  

The Veterans Council will post items of interest to 

all veterans, post pictures, articles, flyers, events, 

etc.  We will post our meetings dates and keep 

you informed about events at the Jacksonville 

and St. Augustine National Cemeteries. 

          Please join our group on Facebook at:       

                http://veteranscouncilsjc.org  

 

           Please select Join the Group to become a member 

. 

Once you have joined the Veterans Council Facebook group you 

will be able to post your meetings, pictures, articles, fund raisers, 

etc. It will be your common site to go to and see what’s happening. 

The website and Facebook page were updated and created so 

that there would be a central place to list all veterans activities in 

NE FL. 

You may have noticed the Veterans Council’s new logo, it was 

created by Roy Havekost. 

He can be contacted at webmaster@veteranscouncilsjc.org 

 

 

mailto:http://www.veteranscouncilofstjohns.org
http://veteranscouncilsjc.org
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 The Veterans Council of St. Johns County welcomes 

article submissions from all County Veterans & 

organizations. Articles should be of interest to all and 

veterans related. Submissions may be edited &/or 

shortened and used if space permits. 

Send to:  rothfeldm@gmail.com  

  
 
 

The Veterans Council of St. Johns County, Inc. is a        
Not For Profit Florida Corporation. 

 

Our formation date was July 4, 2001 in a proclamation 
issued by the St. Johns County Commissioners. It is 
composed of representatives of the various veterans' 
organizations within St. Johns County. 
 

The Veteran's Council will work with city and county 
governments and other local organizations to achieve 
the mutual goal to provide a central agency to assist in 
the coordination and presentation of matters concerning 
veterans and veterans activities in St. Johns County. 
 

The Veteran's Council will endeavor to precipitate, stim-
ulate and assist various organizations as they perform 
patriotic events. One of the major purposes is the pro-
motion and education of national patriotic matters. 
 

The St. Johns County Veterans Council meets the 

last Thursday of the month at 7 pm. 

 The Veterans Council will meet at the Coun-

ty Health & Human Services Building,       

200 San Sebastian View 

Auditorium, 1st floor 

Veterans Council of  St. Johns County,     

“Helping  All Veterans” 

Veterans Service Office 
 200 San Sebastian View, Suite 1400         

St. Augustine, FL 32084 

(physical location) 
The VSO Office is located in the St. Johns County Health and  

Human Services Building.  
 

The office is open from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. daily, 
Monday through Friday excluding holidays. 

  
 

Service is by appointment. 
Phone: 904-209-6160   Fax: 904-209-6161 

Joseph McDermott, SR VSO 

Travis Neidig, Assistant VSO 

Angela McKenzie, Assistant VSO 

 

The views expressed in The Patriot Reader Newsletter articles, submissions and spotlights 

are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the views of the Veterans Council of 

St. Johns County or the editors of The Patriot Reader. It is the purpose of this periodical to 

share a variety of information that pertain to local veterans and their organizations.  


