
  

Giammanco and Larry and 

Sherryl Mull. These four 

have provided the skills 

and leadership to this out-

standing Sea Cadet Battal-

ion almost since it was 

stood up as a unit several 

years ago. Their dedication 

and unselfish giving of 

their time to provide the 

training needed to make 

this Battalion one of the 

best in the area is remarka-

ble to say the least. A big 

Bravo Zulu  to these four 

deserving Patriots in re-

ceiving this most prestig-

ious award.  

Thank you for your ser-

vice. 

Bill Dudley. Chairman 

Veterans Council of St. 

Johns County, Inc. 

Fellow Veterans, I was 

honored to serve on the 

veterans Florida Hall of 

Fame selection committee 

again this year. The com-

mittee met this past week 

and after much delibera-

tion, made their selection 

as to who will be this 

year’s inductees into the 

Florida Veterans Hall of 

Fame. In past years, we 

have been able to select 20 

candidates out of all the 

names submitted. This 

year, the Florida Legisla-

tion reduced the number 

of inductees to 5. This 

made it exceedingly diffi-

cult for the selection com-

mittee but as I said, after 

much deliberation, 5 can-

didates were selected. 

These 5 will be notified by 

FDVA in the next several 

days and the induction 

ceremony will be held in 

November, a date yet to 

be determined. This was 

an extremely difficult pro-

cess as there were so many  

excellent candidates 

names submitted this year. 

If you  were not selected 

for this year’s HOF honors, 

the committee strongly rec-

ommends you reapply  for 

next year. 

    This past week, Governor 

DeSantis signed 3 important 

Bills into Legislation that sup-

ports our veterans.   > HB 

797 streamlines access to long 

term care for veterans and 

their spouses…SB116 pro-

vides a comprehensive over-

haul of how Florida supports 

its veterans by expanding sui-

cide preventions programs to 

include early recognition of 

mental health conditions and 

SB910 which protects veter-

ans from predatory practices 

by bad actors who seek to 

exploit veterans navigating 

the benefits process.  More 

detail of each of these pieces 

of legislation appears in this 

month’s Patriot Reader news-

letter.  

    At this months Veterans 

Council meeting, the Council 

presented the Col. Ed Taylor 

Award to the leadership team 

of the St. Augustine Sea Ca-

det Battalion. On hand to re-

ceive this most prestigious 

award were Joe and Shannon 

    From Veterans Council Chairman Bill Dudley July 2025      Volume 15, Issue  7 
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The Veterans Council of St. Johns County meets on 

the last Thursday of the month, all are invited to  

attend.  We meet at the County Health & Human 

Services Building, 200 San Sebastian View, at 7 pm 

in the Muscovy room.     

                                       

 Upcoming Speakers     

July 31 

Liz Tissicino: Regional Service to the Armed Forces and International           

Services Director, American Red Cross of North Florida 

Peter Jennison, SJC Chapter Veteran Enforcers Motorcycle Assoc. 

August 28 

   Dr. Michael Butler, Prof. Flagler College, Vietnam Historian 

September 25 

Eddie Creamer, SJC Property Appraiser 

Jerry Domask, Vietnam veteran speaks about Ted Gostas, POW 

October 30 

Jill Lancaster, Guitars for Vets 

Eric Hernandez, Military Outreach Director, St Augustine YMCA 

November 20** 

David McCuistan, former Chapter Commander, MOWW 

Ed Turner, Exec. Dir. Cecil Field POW MIA Memorial 

December 18** 

Dr. Amy Giroux,  Univ. of Central FL,    

Identifying the two graves holding the remains of 12 Great Plains Native Amer-

icans who were among the 72 captured in the 1870s and became prisoners of 

war in St. Augustine.   

 

** November 20 & December 18 meetings are a week earlier than  

usual because of the Holidays ** 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

St. Johns County Supports the Veterans Village of St. Johns  

The Veterans Village is a sanctuary for military veterans to 

regain their footing and find a safe haven.  

ST. JOHNS COUNTY, Florida, May 22, 2025 – In recognition of May as Military Apprecia-

tion Month, St. Johns County announced the financial support of the Veterans Village of 

St. Johns and the debut of a special video on the project produced by the Office of Public 

Affairs. At the January 21, 2025, St. Johns County Board of County Commissioners (BCC) 

Regular Meeting, the BCC approved a Resolution for allocating $125,000 in funding for 

fiscal year 2025 to Home Again St. Johns, Inc. for operational costs for Veterans Village as 

well as recommending annual reoccurring funding subject to yearly appropriation and 

budget approval.  

“Everything we like about living here in America and the right to voice our opinion 

about the things we don’t like - all those things are only possible because of our veterans 

putting themselves in harm’s way,” said County Commissioner Christian Whitehurst  

Home Again St. Johns and the Veterans Council of St. Johns County joined forces to buy 

St. Augustine’s Old Town Inn and repurpose it into Veterans Village, supportive housing 

for military veterans.  

“It's been a great opportunity to give them the safety and security that they now have 

here at the Veterans Village,” said Bill Dudley, Chairman of Veterans Council.  

Operated and managed by Home Again St. Johns, Veterans Village is a sanctuary for mili-

tary veterans to regain their footing and find a safe haven. “This is a win-win not only for 

the community, but especially for our veteran community,” said County Commissioner 

Clay Murphy.  

In March of 2024, Home Again St. Johns. Inc. purchased a motel on Anastasia Island called 

the St. Augustine’s Old Town Inn to serve as the Veterans Village. “It’s really unique and 

wonderful to see something that’s broken like the hotels or the apartment complexes that 

no one is using and it’s not anyone’s home and then we go and refurbish them and be-

comes someone’s home,” said County Commissioner Krista Joseph.  

The 20-unit, one apartment facility provides supportive housing exclusively for military 

veterans, offering both transitional and permanent affordable options for residents and 

offers wraparound supportive services such as access to healthcare, mental health sup-
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port, addiction recovery programs, and employment assistance. “When you look at what 

a veteran has done for us, to be honest, it seems like such a small way for us to show our 

appreciation,” said County Commissioner Ann Taylor.  

Veterans Village serves as a sanctuary where veterans can rebuild their lives, fostering dig-

nity, independence, personal growth, housing stabilization, and community.  The $125,000 

in grant funding from the County is for veteran related needs and operational needs at 

Veterans Village to include, but not limited to, case management, resource and referral, 

employment-related activities, drug and alcohol support, transportation to appoint-

ments, deposits, rental assistance, food, durable medical equipment (not covered by in-

surance, VA, etc.), appliances to assist the veteran such as grab bars, shower chairs, etc. 

(not covered by any insurance, VA, etc.) and other needs a veteran may need to start work 

or continue employment and remain housed.  

“It was so important that we helped stand this up; they were so close to making Veterans 

Village a reality, and it was our privilege and honor to be able to make that come to frui-

tion,” said County Commissioner Sarah Arnold.  

May is Military Appreciation Month, a special time for those in and out of the military. It 

is a time designated to honor and recognize the contributions, sacrifices, and service of 

the members of the armed forces, past and present. Congress designated May as National 

Military Appreciation Month in 1999 to ensure the nation was given the chance to public-

ly show their appreciation for troops past and present.  It serves as a reminder of the pro-

found contributions made by service members. 

Veterans Village of St. Johns, the debut of a special video on the project produced by the 

Office of Public Affairs. 

 https://youtu.be/SqWUKGdTKpM 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

https://youtu.be/SqWUKGdTKpM
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Sea Cadet Commander Larry Mull, upon receiving the Veteran 

Council’s most prestigious award, “The Colonel Ed Taylor Award” 

sent the following letter of appreciation to Chairman Dudley and 

the Veterans Council. 
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Clay County celebrates opening of Veteran’s Center in Middleburg 

From Clay Today 

 MIDDLEBURG – With the snip of scissors by Jessica Polvikoski, years of 

planning and prodding came to fruition when the Clay County Veterans 

Center opened June 21, Saturday morning at 2497 County Road 220 

(behind Doctors Inlet Animal Hospital). The center is home to the Clay 

County Veterans’ Council, which takes care of veterans and their families 

by conducting fundraising events, increasing communication and veteran 

knowledge, and cultivating partnerships. “Now this isn't just the opening 

of a building, it's the opening of a promise – a promise to the men and 

women who wore the uniform and served with honor, courage and dis-

tinction, and who now deserve our unwavering support,” said keynote 

speaker Jim Renninger, Clay County Commissioner, veteran and former 

Navy pilot. “With four major military bases and several major military in-

stallations in the region, there are over 27,000 veterans who make Clay 

County their home.” Saturday’s event celebrated the center’s opening and 

provided the community with an opportunity to tour the facility.  
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VETERANS COUNCIL OF ST. JOHNS COUNTY 

MINUTES OF GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

MAY 29, 2025 

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Dudley 

WELCOME AND OPENING REMARKS: Chairman 

Dudley 

PLEDGE: Chairman Dudley 

INVOCATION: Chaplain Jefferson 

INTRODUCTION OF NEW GUESTS: New attendees introduced them-

selves and who they represent. 

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: Minutes of last meeting conducted 

April 24, 2025, were presented by Chairman Dudley. Copies of the 

Minutes are available on the sign-in table and were sent to members 

electronically by the Secretary. The minutes were approved by voice 

vote with no changes.  

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Mountcastle presented the Treasur-

er’s Report to the Council. The Council’s net liquid cash balance (less 

credit card balance) payable as of May 28, 2025, was $133,901.84. Treas-

urer Mountcastle went over the Treasurer’s Report including all in-

coming funds and expenses going out. The Treasurer went over the 

expense of a new laptop purchase and software for use by the Council 

in keeping accounts secure. The floor was open for any questions. The 

Treasurer’s Report was approved by voice vote with no changes.  

 



8 

 

SPEAKERS: 

HOLLY POWERS, ST. AUGUSTINE LIGHTHOUSE MUSEUM & WWII 

EXHIBIT 

Ms. Powers introduced herself and presented her background experi-

ence to the Council. She now works for the St. Augustine Lighthouse 

and Museum. Ms. Powers presented the history of the St. Augustine 

Lighthouse with a slideshow presentation. She also spoke of the Light-

house Museum’s WWII Exhibit and invited all to visit and enjoy the 

Lighthouse’s history. The floor was open for any questions.  

RICH POSSERT, OPERATION NEW UNIFORM 

Rich Possert introduced himself and gave his military background. 

Mr. Possert now represents Operation New Uniform (ONU). ONU is a 

career development training program that is designed to empower 

Service Members, Veterans and Military Spouses to successfully transi-

tion from military life to purposeful, stable careers. Mr. Possert gave a 

breakdown of how ONU uses corporate training to assist helping par-

ticipants learn how the “outside business world” operates. They also 

follow up with the people that go through the program to see how 

they are doing in life after completing the program. The floor was 

open for questions and answers.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

VETERANS SERVICE OFFICE, MAC MCDERMOTT  

Mr. McDermott spoke about the current situation in the Veterans Ser-

vice Office and the hiring of the new Service Officer and his training 

and getting his experience in helping the Veterans that come into the  
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office to file claims for benefits. Mr. McDermott also spoke of the 

VSO’s just returning from the annual training course to retain certi-

fication with Veterans Administration. All went well and all passed 

the testing requirements to continue assisting our Veterans.  

Mr. McDermott also spoke of the St. Johns County program that of-

fers discounts to Veterans at restaurants, shops, and other establish-

ments within the County. It is the Salute to Service Program and Mr. 

McDermott went over the procedure of registering with the County 

to obtain these discounts.  

Mr. McDermott spoke of the current backlog with the claims filed 

with the VA, it is currently down 25% and claims are moving more 

swiftly through the system. Mr. McDermott also spoke of overpaid 

funds from the VA to Veterans and spouses. Mr. McDermott spoke 

about what can happen if there are overpayments and what to do to 

correct. The floor was open for questions.  

VETERANS TREATMENT COURT, JOHN LESLIE 

Mr. Leslie introduced himself and gave the history of and what the 

Veterans Treatment Court (VTC) does for our Veterans in the legal 

system. The VTC is now in its eighth year. Mr. Leslie gave an update 

on the VTC and the number of participants the VTC has helped 

through the legal system process.  

Mr. Leslie gave the next court date for the VTC on June 5, 2025, and 

invited those interested to attend. There are currently seventeen 

mentors, but the VTC is always looking for additional volunteers to 

become mentors. The floor was open for any questions.  
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UNFINISHED/NEW BUSINESS 

Chairman Dudley spoke of the success of the Memorial Day Cere-

mony that was help at the St. Augustine National Cemetery. Now 

planning is underway for the Veterans Day Program that will be held 

on November 11, 2025.  

The SR16 facility is expected to be completed about the middle of 

June, permits take lots of time.  

Chairman Dudley spoke of being invited to speak at the Northrop 

Grumman Veterans Group’s monthly luncheon on Wednesday, May 

28th. Mr. Dudley was pleased to address their group as Northrop 

Grumman is a great community partner. 

Mr. Derek Collins, Regional Program Manager, gave an update on 

The Fire Watch, the State of Florida’s Veterans Suicide Prevention 

Program that was founded in 2019. He also presented a Fire Watch 

flyer for additional information. He answered questions from the 

audience.  

The floor was open for further questions and new business.  

The meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

William Dudley, Chairman  

 

    .  
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 Veterans Council of St Johns County, FL Inc. 

Officers and Directors 

Chairman - Bill Dudley, U.S. Air Force 

anuday00@aol.com  

Vice Chairman - Ronald Birchall, U.S. Army  

Treasurer - John Mountcastle, U.S. Coast Guard, 

john_mountcastle@yahoo.com  

Secretary - Newsletter Editor, Michael Rothfeld, rothfeldm@gmail.com  

Directors - Gerald Dedge           Chaplain - Bill Jefferson 

Oversight Committee: Bill Dudley- Chairman,   

 Ronald Birchall - Vice Chairman 

Michael Rothfeld - Director, John Mountcastle - Director  

Mission statement: 

The objective of the Veterans Council of St. Johns County, Florida is to 

be of assistance to all veterans who have served in any of the military 

branches of service of the United States of America. This website is de-

signed to serve our veterans and shall act as a communications center 

for this Council. The Council is proud of our past successes and we look 

forward to many more in the months and years to come  



12 

 

 

Northeast Florida Women Veterans, Inc. supports 

Women Veterans by helping ease the transition from 

military to civilian life. Through tailored programs, 

career support, housing assistance, and wellness 

services, they empower Women Veterans to rebuild, 

reconnect, and thrive in their next chapter. Learn 

more: https://bit.ly/3SP2p1w  

https://bit.ly/3SP2p1w
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After a marine’s death in Afghanistan, St. Augustine veteran fights to 

restore his truck for the son he never met 

By Rebecca Rosenberg 

When Marine Corps veteran Preston Davenport 

thinks of his late friend Josh Dumaw, the memories 

cascase — of dirt roads, country music, and a bat-

tered old truck that carried more than just two men. 

It carried a bond forged in service and sacrifice. 

Josh Dumaw, from Washington State, was more than 

a fellow Marine to Preston, a South Carolina native. 

He was a brother. On June 22, 2010, while serving to-

gether in Afghanistan, Josh was killed by an improvised 

explosive device. 

“I lost my best friend,” Davenport told The Citizen. 

Their last conversation was filled with the kind of back-and-forth only brothers 

share. They argued over who would carry the metal detector that day, teasing each 

other as always. Then Josh turned to Preston and said, “I’ve got a son to carry on 

my name.” 

That son, Bodie, was born shortly after Josh’s death — a child who never met his 

father and knows him only through photos and the tearful recollections of those 

he left behind. 

The pair became close friends while in the service. (Preston Davenport) 

After the tragedy, Preston’s life took unexpected turns. He married Josh’s wid-

ow’s sister and moved to Washington State, becoming a de facto uncle to Bodie. 

From the boy’s earliest days, Preston stepped into the voice Josh never had a 
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chance to fill — taking him fishing, spending time together, keeping a promise to 

his fallen friend. 

In 2019, Preston relocated to Orlando, Florida, launching a home repair business, 

PD Home Pros. A year later, Josh’s mother and Bodie moved to be near him. Just 

recently, the entire crew moved to the Old City. 

Throughout the years, Preston held onto Josh’s 2000 Dodge Dakota Sport — a 

weathered truck that sat mostly idle but remained a powerful symbol of their 

friendship. “We would drive dirt roads together, blasting country music and just 

cruising,” Preston recalls. 

Recently, Bodie, now 14, made a passing comment about the old vehicle — and 

in that moment, Preston assigned himself a mission. He decided to restore the ve-

hicle so Bodie could one day drive the same vehicle his father once did. 

The truck, however, needs serious work — engine 

repairs, drivetrain and cooling system upgrades, new 

tires, bodywork, paint, and interior restoration. 

So Preston quietly launched a GoFundMe cam-

paign to raise funds for the restoration. To his amaze-

ment, donations poured in swiftly, coming from former Marines who served with 

Josh, family members, and even strangers moved by the story. 

As of Friday, it had raised more than $5,000 — a solid start. 

“I was surprised how much money it raised so quickly,” Preston said. The support 

brought tears to everyone involved. “It feels like a good way for Bodie to be with 

his dad, in a way.” 

For Preston, this project is about more than fixing a truck. It’s about honoring a 

friend, a brother, a hero, and giving his son a piece of that past to carry into the 

future. 
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Florida National Guard  

Maj. Gen. John D. Haas, The Adjutant 

General of Florida, delivered remarks on 

Saturday, June 14, in St. Augustine, Fla., during a cere-

mony marking the U.S. Army's 250th birthday. 

Haas was joined by historical reenactors as they honored 

the Army’s legacy and enduring service.  
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This will be a GREAT event with lots of current information on    

retiree matters presented by government agencies  
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A few pictures from the celebration of the 250th 

Anniversary of the U.S. Army.  

From Rick McAllister 
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Disabled Army vet who couldn’t leave home for months moved to tears after 

getting new ramp from Jacksonville nonprofit 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. – A disabled Army veteran was 

confined to his home until a Jacksonville nonprofit 

built a ramp for him. 

Ron White, SFC, U.S. Army, couldn’t do simple 

things like get the morning paper or go to the mail-

box. 

“I couldn’t get out of the house,” White said. Knee 

problems left him unable to walk and in a wheelchair. He couldn’t leave his home, go to doctor’s appoint-

ments, but did what he could to help out his wife. 

“I try to help around the house, I cook some, I clean some, I do the dishes every night. I feed the animals 

twice a day, in the morning and evening. That’s my job,” White said. 

talked about how he felt when the ramp was finished. “I thank God every day that they did this, and that’s 

basically my life before they built the ramp. The first day I came down and I was in tears and thanking 

them so much. I thanked everyone personally. I said you have changed my entire life and that’s what hap-

pened,” White said. “I call it my ramp and I’m pleased that I’m so blessed that I have it.” 

White said he couldn’t leave his home for six months until the ramp was built. A Navy veteran friend ad-

vised him to contact the Veterans of Foreign Wars organization to request a ramp to be built for him. 

Someone contacted Builders Care, a faith-based nonprofit dedicated to critical home repair and providing 

handicap accessibility. Volunteers came to his home and built the ramp in less than five days. 

White is getting more assistance through the Veterans Affairs office. 

“They’re giving me a new hospital bed, a shower bench, a shower. They’re giving me all kinds of things 

that I never dreamed of having, that I can go bathe. I had to take sponge baths before, so I couldn’t get into 

the bathroom,” White said. 

He said organizations like VFW aren’t just making a difference in the community. 

“Make a difference in the world,” White said. “They are super special. I hope other people have contacted 

them, really after this interview, they go and talk to the boss.” 
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From the Spec Ops Magazine  

In 1994, audiences watched a wounded soldier named Lt. Dan scream at 

the storm from the mast of 

a shrimp boat—and some-

where between the tears 

and the triumph, a legend 

was born. 

For many, he was just a 

movie character. But for 

the real-life man behind 

the role, Gary Sinise, Lt. Dan became much more than a part—it be-

came a calling. 

Thirty years after Forrest Gump premiered, Sinise still hears the name 

“Lt. Dan” whenever he walks onto a military base. Soldiers, sailors, air-

men, Marines—they rarely call him Gary. Instead, they greet him with 

smiles, sometimes salutes, and always gratitude. 

“I’ve walked into rooms filled with thousands of wounded veterans,” 

Sinise says. “And every time, I know I’m right where I’m supposed to 

be.” 

When he took the role, he already carried a deep respect for Vietnam 

veterans, having seen firsthand the pain many carried back home. But Lt. 

Dan was different from other portrayals. He didn’t just suffer—he sur-

vived. He came back, rebuilt, thrived. 
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“It was a story we hadn’t seen before,” Sinise said. “One with hope. With 

healing.” 

After 9/11, he made a decision: he would spend his life serving those who 

serve. And so he raised his hand—again—not as a soldier, but as a citizen 

on a mission. He visited troops across the globe. He formed the Lt. Dan 

Band, performing more than 570 shows in war zones, hospitals, and 

hometowns. He built homes for wounded heroes. He comforted Gold 

Star families. And every Christmas, he brought hundreds of them to Dis-

ney World—because sometimes, the best way to honor the fallen is to 

bring joy to those they left behind. 

At the 30th anniversary of Forrest Gump, the Grand Ole Opry was filled 

with music, memories, and love. Sinise’s foundation played on. Clips 

rolled. Tom Hanks sent a message. Mykelti Williamson showed up with a 

harmonica. And the crowd sang God Bless the USA with tears in their 

eyes. 

But one song hit hardest—written by Sinise’s late son Mac, whose music 

now funds the very cause his father fights for. 

They named their studio after him: The Mac Sinise Memorial Studio. The 

podcast they now record tells the stories of veterans, caregivers, and fami-

lies—all part of a legacy born from a role, shaped by loss, and driven by 

purpose. 

Gary Sinise once played a soldier who lost his legs. But in the decades 

since, he’s given so many others the strength to stand. 

And Lt. Dan is still marching. 
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The FIRE Watch 

As our data and annual reports continue to affirm, suicide prevention is a 

full community effort. Help us support Veterans and end Veteran suicide 

in #Florida by completing two FREE suicide prevention training cours-

es—our Watch Stander Training Program (40min) and LivingWorks' Start 

Course (90min)—both available online in partnership with the Florida 

Department of Health (DOH). 

Online training registration is open until June 30th:  

https://tinyurl.com/VSP2OnlineTraining 

Additionally, the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs has made it easier 

for Veterans and caregivers to connect with VA health care providers from 

anywhere through the VA Video Connect mobile app - learn more & 

download the app here: https://mobile.va.gov/app/va-video-connect  

https://tinyurl.com/VSP2OnlineTraining
https://mobile.va.gov/app/va-video-connect
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WWII veteran celebrates 104th birthday in Orange Park 

Winnifred "Winnie" Mills, who at 21 enlisted in the Army during WWII in February 1943, 

worked as a cryptographer, decoding Japanese messages. 

ORANGE PARK, Fla. — With 104 candles and countless memories, World War II veteran 

Winnifred "Winnie" Mills is being celebrated for a life of courage and kindness. 

Mills, who at 21 enlisted in the Army during WWII on Feb. 24, 1943, is celebrating her 

104th birthday in Orange Park. She reached the major milestone on Monday. 

Mills' daughter-in-law, Delane Mills, told First Coast News Winnie was stationed in New 

Guinea and the Philippines during her military service, which ended when she was dis-

charged at the end of the war in 1945. 

For the Army, Mills said Winnie worked as a cryptographer, decoding Japanese messages. 

Originally from Shippensburg, Pa., Winnie now holds the honor of being the oldest resi-

dent of Penny Farms in Clay County. 

"Winnie and her late husband Harley proudly raised two children, Patrick and Kathy, and 

now Winnie is very proud to be a grandmother and great grandmother," Mills said. 

Family and friends prepare to put on a party for Winnie Saturday in Orange Park — cele-

brating a remarkable life lived with love, resilience and grace. 

From First Coast News 
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American Legion Bert Hodge Poast 45, Palatka 

Flag Retirement on Flag Day  



25 

   

8th Annual Military Spouse Night Out, Jacksonville. 

 Hosting over 1600 Military spouses tonight for pamper-

ing and entertainment they so richly deserve.  
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The Jacksonville Naval Museum 

Experience an unforgettable night at the USS Orleck Patriotic 4th of July celebration, 

where the spirit of Independence Day comes alive against the backdrop of our historic 

naval ship. 

 

Dance to the vibrant beats of local DJ Caceres, indulge in delicious food and refreshing 

libations, and secure your front row seat for the stunning fireworks display at 9 PM. 

 

This is a night designed for adults aged 18 and over, with a designated seating area at the 

end of the pier and the option to bring your own foldable chair. 

 

Don’t miss out on the chance to save money with pre-purchased tickets before noon on 

July 4th, ensuring your access to this special event. Enjoy the free parking provided in a 

spacious grass area near the museum, and make it a memorable evening filled with cama-

raderie, celebration, and the essence of patriotism. 

We hope to see you there!  
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The National League of POW/MIA Families 

UPDATE TO ALL LEAGUE MEMBERS & SUPPORTERS 

FROM ANN MILLS-GRIFFITHS 

CHAIRMAN EMERITUS & ACTING CEO 

JUNE 23, 2025 

                         Vietnam’s Knowledgeability Cooperation: 

A Follow-up Report on the League Assessment on “Achieving the Fullest Possible Account-

ing” 

Today, the League is releasing Vietnam’s Knowledgeability Cooperation: A Follow-up Re-

port on the League Assessment on “Achieving the Fullest Possible Accounting”. This docu-

ment expands and reflects on the intelligence assessment authored by League Intelligence 

Advisor Dr. Jay Veith. The full original version, and supplementary material, can be found by 

clicking here.  We are confident that this document will contribute to the mission of the 

fullest-possible accounting of the 1,571 still missing and unaccounted-for from the Vietnam 

War. A full copy of the report will be in the link following this paragraph and should also be 

accessible by clicking here. Thank you for your continued support and ensuring that we up-

hold the sacred promise that they are not forgotten! 

 

https://mcusercontent.com/51e5e8572c5e3f07933bc7716/files/3fd5174b-91ee-

edaf-4b29-cecb34e1970d/VNKnowledgeability_Letterhead.01.pdf 

  

Copyright © 2025 National League of POW/MIA Families, All rights reserved. 

You are receiving this email because you requested an electronic version of our Newsletter 

 

Our mailing address is: 

National League of POW/MIA Families 

5673 Columbia Pike Suite 100 

Falls Church, VA 22041 

703-465-7432 

 

The League (EIN #23-7071242) is a tax-exempt 501(c)(3) nonprofit, also eligible for dona-

tions through the Combined Federal Campaign (CFC), #10218 

https://mcusercontent.com/51e5e8572c5e3f07933bc7716/files/3fd5174b-91ee-edaf-4b29-cecb34e1970d/VNKnowledgeability_Letterhead.01.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/51e5e8572c5e3f07933bc7716/files/3fd5174b-91ee-edaf-4b29-cecb34e1970d/VNKnowledgeability_Letterhead.01.pdf
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New bill would expand exception to Medal of Honor 5-year limitation 

By Claire Barrett 

  

If passed, the Valor Has No Expiration Act would remove arbitrary timelines and 

expand Medal of Honor criteria to include classified acts or those withheld from 

the public. (DVIDS) 

Thanks to a new bill, the Medal of Honor may be awarded to service members for 

acts of valor that occurred decades ago. 

“Valor never expires,” Rep. Darrell Issa, R-Calif., who introduced the Valor Has No 

Expiration Act, said in a recent press release. “Neither should the opportunity for 

our bravest heroes to be recognized with our highest honor. There is no reason why 

those who went above and beyond are ineligible for the Medal of Honor due to an 

arbitrary time standard, when their true account may not be known or was kept 

classified for decades.” 

The act seeks to extend and expand upon the 1996 National Defense Authorization 

Act, which, according to Issa’s press release, waived the five-year limitation for 

Medal of Honor consideration — but only for actions occurring between 1940 and 

1990 and only for classified “intelligence activities.” 

The Valor Has No Expiration Act would remove such arbitrary timelines and ex-

pand the criteria to include classified acts or those withheld from the public rec-

ord. 

Issa notes that he was inspired to propose the bill due to his friend and constituent, 

Naval aviator Capt. Royce Williams, and his 1952 actions during the Korean War. 

Flying a F9F-5 Panther fighter, Williams found himself alone, outmanned and pilot-

ing what was considered an inferior aircraft when he was swarmed by seven MiG-
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15 aircraft. Despite initially flying with two other VF-781 pilots, Williams soon 

found himself alone. 

“In the moment I was a fighter pilot doing my job … I was only shooting what I 

had,” said Williams in a previous account of the fight. “They had me cold on ma-

neuverability and acceleration. … The only thing I could do was out-turn them.” 

For 35 minutes, Williams engaged with the enemy, shooting down four of the 

planes in what is considered the longest dogfight in U.S. military history. Accord-

ing to the U.S. Naval Institute, no other American fighter pilot has ever shot down 

four MiG-15s in one fight. Williams’ action, however, was kept classified for more 

than 50 years, making the pilot ineligible for the Medal of Honor. 

“Capt. Royce Williams — now 100 years young — is an American hero of the 

highest order. Every American should know his story and what he did on that day 

nearly 73 years ago should go unrecognized no longer,” said Issa. “With this reform 

legislation, America’s heroes — whether undiscovered, unknown, or unrevealed 

— can be honored as they should. Acts of valor have no expiration date.” 
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G.I. Bill benefits help veterans pursue higher education  BY Victoria Crosdale and Erin  

Murray  CLEARWATER. Fla. — U.S. veterans are thanked for 

years of service, through benefits. One of them is the G.I. Bill, 

which helps pay for higher education. And according to a 2024 

study by the American Institutes for Research (AIR), only about 

54% of veterans are claiming that benefit. 

What You Need To Know 

According to a 2024 study by the American Institutes for Research, only about 54% of veterans are 

claiming their G.I. Bill benefit, which helps pay for higher education. Sarah Hicks is a sergeant in the U.S. 

Army, a member of the Oregon Army National Guard, and a student at St. Petersburg College. She’s go-

ing back to school using her own G.I. Bill benefits. 

The Post 9/11 G.I. Bill, or Servicemen’s Readjustment Act, helps military members adapt to civilian life 

In Florida, out-of-state tuition fees are waived for beneficiaries and their direct family. Sarah Hicks is one 

of them. She’s a sergeant in the U.S. Army, a member of the Oregon Army National Guard, and a student 

at St. Petersburg College. She’s going back to school, using her own G.I. Bill benefits. 

“I am now an art student here,” said Hicks. “I’m getting my Associates in Arts, but I will be transferring to 

USF to get my Bachelor of Fine Arts and painting. So yeah, different from my military career, for sure.” 

The Post 9/11 G.I. Bill, or Servicemen’s Readjustment Act, helps military members adapt to civilian life. 

It’s a federal program that pays for college classes and job training. The benefits can also be transferred to 

a veteran’s spouse and children. The bill was first adopted in 1994 to help returning World War II veter-

ans. At the time, it also paid for unemployment costs and housing. 

According to the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, the G.I. Bill has given more than $143 billion to 

more than 2.7 million veterans. Hicks is grateful to be one of those recipients, after 10 years of service. 

“I figured, well, I earned this blessing to go to college. I might as well get my degree in something that I 

love,” she said. 

The AIR study also found 47% of G.I. Bill users completed their degree within six years. Those with de-

grees went on to earn about $50,000 a year. “If you’re thinking about doing it, you should go for it,” said 

Hicks. 

In Florida, out-of-state tuition fees are waived for beneficiaries and their direct family. 



31 



32 



33 



34 

  

Tony Bennett's World War II Experience Was a 'Front-Row Seat in Hell' 

 Military.com  By Blake Stilwell  

Singer Tony Bennett's stint in the U.S. Army during World War II led him to 

legendary entertainer Bob Hope, which inspired him to pursue a career 

spanning more than seven decades. Only after he announced he was suffering 

from Alzheimer's disease in 2021 did the crooner retire from performing live 

shows. 

He continued to rehearse his repertoire, however, and broke the Guinness 

World Record for the oldest person to release an album of new material, at 

age 95. It was just one more honor earned by a man who spent a lifetime re-

ceiving awards and accolades for his work. Bennett died on July 21, 2023, two 

weeks shy of his 97th birthday.  

His experience in World War II not only shaped the rest of his life, it put in-

fantry rifleman Anthony Dominick Benedetto in the spotlight as a member of 

Special Services, singing for the Allied troops in the trenches, sometimes lit-

erally. 

"The main thing I got out of my military experience was the realization that I 

am completely opposed to war," Bennett wrote in his 1998 autobiography, 

"The Good Life." "Although I understand why this war was fought, it was a 

terrifying, demoralizing experience for me... life can never be the same once 

you've been through combat." 

From the age of 15, young Tony watched as his friends and relatives were 

drafted into service. Bennett turned 18 in the sum-

mer of 1944, and that November, he received a draft 

notice of his own. He was sent to the Army, com-

pleted basic training at Fort Dix, New Jersey, and 

became an infantry rifleman at Fort Robinson, Ar-

kansas.  
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After his post-training furlough, he waited to hear about his next assignment. 

He was shipped to Le Havre, France, to become a replacement troop for units 

that suffered heavy casualties fighting the Germans in Europe. Bennett was 

sent to G Company, 7th Army, 63rd Infantry Division. 

Bennett's group of replacements were taking over for casualties lost during 

the Battle of the Bulge. He recalled his batch being awakened at 4 a.m. by 

none other than Gen. George S. Patton himself, shouting: "Now listen up! For-

get your mothers and everything else you've ever known! You're going up to 

the line." 

The line was a terrifying place for all the replacements. Many, Bennett wrote, 

had no experience in combat and some had never fired a weapon. The idea 

was that more experienced soldiers would help instruct the replacements, 

but there was no time for that. 

“Snow covered the ground and the front was a front-row seat in hell,” he 

wrote. “It was an absolutely terrifying spectacle.” 

They quickly found themselves digging foxholes in the hard ground to pro-

tect themselves from German 88-millimeter artillery. During his first night on 

the line, Bennett was almost killed by shrapnel from a German 88. He learned 

the rules for the front line quickly: "Don't move." 

"Most nights, we'd be awakened by the bombs that were going off around 

us," Bennett wrote. "On the front line, we'd see dead soldiers, dead horses 

and big craters in the ground where bombs had exploded. To me, it's a joke 

that they make 'horror' movies about things like Dracula and Godzilla, and 

they make 'adventure' movies about war. War is far more horrifying than any-

thing anyone could dream up." 

Bennett's company entered Germany in March 1945, pushing 

the Wehrmacht back and fighting house by house to take German towns. 

When he was finally pulled off the line, he went with a thousand other GIs to 

see Bob Hope perform a USO show. 

"All the GIs loved him so much for boosting our dismally low morale," wrote  
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Bennett. "He became a big part of the reason I 

went into show business, because at that mo-

ment he made me realize that the greatest gift 

you can give anyone is a laugh or a song." 

The last official mission of his regiment was 

the liberation of a concentration camp near 

the town of Landsberg, 30 miles south of the Dachau Concentration Camp. The 

camp was still being defended by German prisoners, but Bennett's regiment 

fought hard to liberate those people, even fording the treacherous Lech River. 

"Many writers have recorded what it was like in the concentration camps 

much more eloquently than I ever could, so I won't even try to describe it," he 

recalls in his autobiography. "Just let me say I'll never forget the desperate fac-

es and empty stares of the prisoners as they wandered aimlessly around the 

campgrounds. 

"We immediately got food and water to the survivors, but they had been bru-

talized for so long, they couldn't believe that we were there to help them and 

not to kill them." 

Germany eventually surrendered, then Japan. Bennett had only been in the 

war for four months, so he had to stay on with the occupying force. He was 

transferred to Special Services to entertain the Allied troops who had to stay 

behind. There, he met many musicians and performers who would see similar 

success on stage in their postwar years. 

In 1946, he set sail for New York, where he was honorably discharged on Aug. 

15, where the war had "changed everything in ways I couldn't explain." He 

was ready to get his life started again. 
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Florida Veterans’ History Program 

Secretary of State Cord Byrd encourages Florida veterans to participate 

in the Major John Leroy Haynes Florida Veterans’ History Program by 

sharing their stories. “The stories from Florida veterans provide valuable 

lessons about courage, sacrifice and resilience,” said Secretary Byrd. “This 

program honors their service by capturing and preserving their unique 

experiences and making those narratives available now and for future 

generations.” 

The program is seeking Florida veterans to record their histories. Veter-

ans of all ranks and branches are encouraged to schedule an oral history 

interview to document their experiences.  

The Florida Veterans’ History Program will be in Miami this week to col-

lect oral histories from local veterans. To schedule an oral history inter-

view email Folklife@DOS.FL.gov or call 850-245-6780. 

More information about the program can be found at https://

dos.fl.gov/veteranshistory 

mailto:Folklife@DOS.FL.gov
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The flyer on the previous page has information about an upcoming Military 

Support Retreats that still have openings!  Below is more info on both of our 

programs -  (MSR) and our Warrior PATHH Program.  Both programs are at 

no cost to attend and are held monthly: 

Our Military Support Retreat (MSR) has 2 focuses:  

1) focus is on education through large and small group discussions and inter-

active led by experts in veterans' wellness and military peer mentors.  The 

2nd focus is on Nature-based recreational activities focused on providing an 

opportunity for bonding, fun, and/or relaxation.  There is no cost to attend, 

and we provide all activities, lodging, and meals.  

This retreat is available for any member of the military (open to all branches 

and duty statuses) and is for the service member to attend WITH the adult in 

their life they feel the closest to (friend, spouse, partner, etc).  Service mem-

ber cannot attend alone.  *Program is for adults only, children cannot at-

tend* 

This is not specifically a "couple's retreat", as some service members are at-

tending with a close friend, parent, etc. 

We are proud that our retreat is specifically designed to support both service 

member AND their support person attending with them - all activities, dis-

cussions, and topics are relevant to both and aim to strengthen connection & 

resilience together.  

Information and application to attend can be found 

here:                       https://gratitudeamerica.org/retreats/  

  

We also have a separate program that is only for service members to attend, 

Warrior PATHH, that is held monthly: 

https://gratitudeamerica.org/retreats/
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  The Florida Department of Veterans' Affairs 

Florida Veterans: State Veterans' Service Officers are 

ready to connect you with earned services, benefits 

& support—at no cost. Contact us today.  

Make sure to add "Visit a National Park" to your summer bucket list!  

Veterans, service members, dependents, and Gold Star Families receive 

free access to more than 2,000 federal recreation areas, including nation-

al parks, wildlife refuges, and forests. Learn more: https://

www.nps.gov/.../veterans-and-gold-star-families... 

National Park Service - thank you! 
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Florida Veterans Foundation Launches Dental Program with First Grant Award 

to Wounded Veterans Relief Fund   By Brooke K Dennison 

May 16, 2025 – The Florida Veterans Foundation (FVF) is 

proud to announce a major milestone in its mission to 

serve those who served us. FVF has awarded its first-ever 

grant under the Veterans Dental Program to the Wounded 

Veterans Relief Fund (WVRF)—marking a significant step 

forward in providing vital dental care to Florida’s veterans. 

As the driving force behind this initiative, FVF is leading the charge to address one of the 

most overlooked healthcare gaps among veterans: dental care. With many veterans not quali-

fying for VA dental benefits, this new program is set to change lives by offering essential ser-

vices that restore health, dignity, and quality of life. 

Through the support of FVF, WVRF will begin offering dental services to qualified veterans 

in their coverage area. Veterans can now visit www.helpflvets.org/dentalservicelocator to 

access an interactive map that connects them with local participating dental providers. Simp-

ly click on your county’s name to view provider contact information and follow the dedicat-

ed link to begin the application process for care. 

To stay informed on program updates, eligibility information, and future announcements, 

follow FVF online at www.helpflvets.org and on social media platforms including Facebook, 

Instagram, LinkedIn, and X. To access all our accounts in one place, visit our LinkTree at 

https://linktr.ee/helpflvets.  

About Florida Veterans Foundation (FVF): 

Established in 2008 by the Florida Legislature, the Florida Veterans Foundation is the state’s 

leading organization advocating for veterans and their families. Operating as a 501(c)(3) 

nonprofit and Direct Support Organization of the Florida Department of Veterans’ Affairs  

About Wounded Veterans Relief Fund (WVRF): 

Founded in 2009, WVRF is a Florida-based, veteran-led 501(c)(3) nonprofit that provides 

free, life-changing dental care and urgent financial assistance to wounded and disabled veter-

ans. Through a network of over 300 dental professionals. 

mailto:https://linktr.ee/helpflvets
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 Jacksonville National Cemetery, Updated Map / 12 February 2025  

Mapping Technicians have updated all key areas/reference points on the attached.. This will 

be useful for those who are unfamiliar with the cemetery and to provide better customer 

service to our Veterans and their families. Please reach out to pem@axisp.com if there are 

questions. 

Padraic E. “Pat” Mulvihill, Public Information Officer 

4083 Lannie Road JAX 32218,  904.534.0035 / www.SCJNC.com 
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Twice a month, the Jacksonville Military Affairs & 

Veterans Department hosts this free food distribu-

tion for active-duty military members and their 

families with valid military ID.  
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Veterans Benefits Administration (VBA), U.S. Department of Vet-

erans Affairs   ·  

Which National Park is your favorite to use your free Military 

Lifetime Pass? 

Don’t have one yet? Don’t miss 

out! Veterans, service members, 

dependents, and Gold Star families 

are eligible Learn more: https://

www.nps.gov/planyourvisit/
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From David “Flyboy” Shelton 

Fellow PGR,Below is an updated schedule for the Vietnam and War on Terrorism Walls. 

September will be a busy month, so any assistance you can provide would be greatly 

appreciated.  
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The Fire Watch 

Our stand against Veteran suicide took great strides forward in 

2024, with The Fire Watch’s network of individuals and organiza-

tions trained to identify and support Veterans in crisis continuing to 

grow and have a positive impact throughout Florida – thank you to 

all the Watch Standers and Veteran Safe Places that have joined our 

mission to end Veteran suicide in our state!  
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 National League of POW/MIA Families 

Hello everyone! 

The League is always seeking out photos of POW/MIA 

flags, monuments, Missing Man Honors Tables, POW/MIA 

empty chairs, etc. from your community to feature on our 

social media pages and website.  

Sharing with us is easy, just message your photos to our 

email - 

nationalleague@pow-miafamilies.org 

With your full name as well as a brief description of when & where the photo 

was taken. 

mailto:nationalleague@pow-miafamiles.org
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How to report a Veteran’s death to VA 

 

The passing of a Veteran is a solemn time that deserves to be recognized and reported 

with the utmost respect. Veterans have served their country and worked hard for their 

well-deserved benefits. 

However, after a Veteran passes away, family members should report the death of the 

Veteran to VA as soon as possible to stop current benefits payments. If the death is not 

reported promptly, survivors or executors of the Veteran’s estate may have to repay any 

overpayments received. Payments the deceased Veteran received may include compen-

sation, pension, education or Veteran Readiness & Employment benefits. 

VA encourages loved ones of deceased Veterans to follow the guidance below on re-

porting Veteran deaths to avoid falling victim to benefit scams. 

How to report the death of a Veteran 

Calling is the fastest way to report a Veteran’s death so VA will stop benefit payments, 

but there are other options available for reporting. 

Options for reporting: 

By Phone: Call VA 800-827-1000 (TTY: 711) and select 5. Agents are available Monday 

through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. ET. 

In Person: Go to a VA regional office. Find the nearest VA regional office.  

By Mail: Department of Veterans Affairs Claims Intake Center, PO Box 4444, Ja-

nesville, WI 53547-4444. Include your relationship to the Veteran and any supporting 

documents that can help us verify the Veteran’s identity. Examples of supporting docu-

ments are: 

Death certificate or other public record of the Veteran’s death  

Discharge document (like a DD214) 
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If you report in person at a VA regional office or by mail, provide copies of:  

Death certificate or other public record of the Veteran’s death. 

Discharge document (like a DD214). 

Provide as much information about the Veteran as you can when you first report the 

notice of death to VA. This information will help VA verify the Veteran’s identity. This 

information includes:   

Full name. 

Social Security Number or VA claim number. 

Date of birth. 

Date of death. 

Branch of service. 

Best practices to avoid survivor benefit scams 

Save important files, such as the Veteran’s military service/treatment records, dis-

charge papers and copies of their VA claims. 

Go to the VA website. For guidance on creating an account and obtaining a VA security 

Personal Identification Number (PIN) to securely access benefit information. A VA Se-

curity PIN is an additional way to secure direct deposit accounts from theft and protect 

Personally Identifiable Information (PII). 

Never give out PII via text, and be cautious of suspicious hyperlinks or unfamiliar hy-

perlinks. 

If a survivor is missing a VA benefits payment, identifies a discrepancy in payments, or 

find suspicious activity with a direct deposit account, contact VA immediately at 800-

827-1000. 

Review all documents thoroughly. Survivors should never sign a blank form for some 
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one else to complete later. They should always review the completed form before sign-

ing and retain a copy of the completed form for their records. 

For protection against identity theft scams, notify the major credit bureaus (Equifax, 

Experian and TransUnion) to update the individual’s credit report with a deceased no-

tice and notify the Veteran’s financial institutions so all accounts can be closed or trans-

ferred appropriately. 

According to AARP, scammers also use names published in obituaries to pretend to 

be long lost relatives of the deceased. When it’s time to write your loved one’s obitu-

ary, consider leaving out the birthdate, middle name, home address, birthplace and 

mother’s maiden name. 

For other scams predators use, visit www.VA.GOV/VSAFE. 

VA is committed to delivering world-class care and benefits to Veterans and their de-

pendents by providing survivors with ongoing support and assistance. Check to see if 

you qualify for survivor benefits, such as health care coverage, Survivors’ and Depend-

ents’ Education Assistance Program, housing assistance, or even help with burial costs. 

For more guidance on how to report the death of a Veteran, submitting necessary docu-

mentation and finding additional resources available, visit VA Benefits For Spouses, De-

pendents, Survivors, And Family Caregivers | Veterans Affairs. 

To report a missing VA benefits payment, identify a discrepancy in payments, or find 

suspicious activity with a direct deposit account, contact VA immediately at 800-827-

1000. You may also file a complaint with the Federal Trade Commission if funeral 

homes charge to set up funeral honors or schedule a burial with VA’s National Ceme-

tery Administration by visiting reportfraud.ftc.gov. For other scams predators use, visit 

va.gov/vsafe. 

 

mailto:www.VA.GOV/VSAFE
mailto:va.gov/vsafe
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Burials and Memorials 

VA honors the service and sacrifice of Veterans and their family members. 

How to Apply 

To find out in advance if a Veteran or family member is eligible for burial in a 

VA national cemetery, click “Apply for Pre-Need Burial Eligibility” to fill out 

and submit the application. 

Apply for Pre-Need Burial Eligibility 

If pre-need eligibility has not been determined, upon the death of the Veteran 

or his or her spouse or dependent (also called the time of need), family mem-

bers should locate the Veteran’s DD-214 or other discharge papers if readily 

available and click “Schedule a Burial” to begin the process. Then make ar-

rangements with a funeral home, National Cemetery Scheduling Office, or di-

rectly with a VA national cemetery. 

 

VA Memorial Benefits 

VA takes special care to pay lasting tribute to the memory of Veterans who 

served and sacrificed and that of their families. VA meticulously maintains 155 

VA national cemeteries in 44 states and Puerto Rico and is working to increase 

access to accommodate Veterans and eligible family members close to home. 

Currently, more than 94 percent of Veterans have a burial option in an open VA, 

state or tribal veterans cemetery located within 75 miles of their home. 

Note that most if not all of these benefits may be provided for Veterans who are 

interred in a State, Territorial or Tribal Veterans cemetery. Check with the cem-

etery to ensure coverage. Some benefits are also available for Veterans who 

choose burial in a private cemetery. 

Veterans with a qualifying discharge are entitled to VA burial benefits. Spouses 

and dependent children are eligible too, even if they predecease the Veteran. 



71 

 

The following burial benefits may be provided: 

Burial in a VA national cemetery 

Opening and closing of the grave for burial of casketed or cremated re-

mains, or placement of cremated remains in an above-ground vault, also 

called a columbarium 

A government furnished grave liner 

Perpetual care of the gravesite 

A headstone or marker with an inscription 

A burial flag 

A Presidential Memorial Certificate 

A dedicated memorial page on the Veterans Legacy Memorial site where 

friends and family can upload photos and remembrances 

Burial in a private cemetery 

A government headstone, marker, or medallion 

A burial flag 

A Presidential Memorial Certificate 

Some survivors may also be entitled to VA burial allowances as partial reim-

bursement for the costs of funerals and burials for eligible Veterans 

Please note that gravesites in a VA national cemetery cannot be reserved in 

advance. To prepare for a private cemetery burial, VA suggests fami-

lies review these questions and complete required forms in advance. 

VA Requirements 

Discharge papers to establish your eligibility for burial services 
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Vietnam Veterans of America 

If you are a Vietnam Era Veteran and live in one of 

these counties, please contact the President for in-

formation as to how to join 

                           Chapter/President/email/Location 

1046   Tommy Tittle      twt1968@att.net                                                            

1048   Bob Adkins      adk123robert@outlook.com  

1059   Dave Treffinger     dtreffinger433@msn.com    

1084   Bill Jefferson             bill_jefferson@comcast.net   

1088   Roy (Corky) Rudd           corkstopper50@yahoo.com; Nassau 

1092   Forest Hope                       foresthope@usa.net; Gainesville 

1134   Marvin Lagle                     mdlagle@gmail.com; Baker  

Veterans Council of Clay 

County: 

President: Ansil Lewis 

Meeting day is the same, first 

Wednesday of the month, but 

the location is changed to Clay 

County Administration Build-

ing, 1st floor conference 

room, 477 Houston St., Green 

Cove Springs, FL 32043. 

Meeting start at 11 a.m. 
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Veterans Councils of Northeast Florida  

      BAKER COUNTY  

      President: Larry Porterfield  

      Meetings: 

      Second Thursday of each month  

      Location:  

      MacClenny Primitive Baptist Church  

      Fellowship Hall on North Boulevard  

                 Time : 1800 (6pm)  

 

CLAY COUNTY     DUVAL COUNTY     

President: Ansil Lewis, SgtMaj USMC, ret President  

Meetings:      Meetings: 

First Wednesday of each month    Third Tuesday of each month 

Location:      Location: 

American Legion Post 250    American Legion Post 37 

2608 Black Creek Rd     Main Building 

Middleburg, FL 32068      San Juan Avenue   

Time: 1100 (11am)     Time: 1900 (7 pm) 

904-658-0105 

NASSAU COUNTY     St. Johns County 

President: Mike Doran     President: Bill Dudley 

Meetings:      Meetings: 

First Thursday of each month    Last Thursday of each month 

Location:      Location:  

American Legion Post 54    Health & Human Services building 

626 South 3rd St     Muscovy room, 1st floor 

Fernandina Beach fit 32034    200 San Sebastian View, St. Augustine 

Time: 1900 (7pm)     Time: 1900 (7pm) 
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The Veterans Council of St. Johns County is proud to           

announce that it has modernized its website and created        

a Facebook page. 

We are inviting all veterans to visit our website at:                          

NEW  http://www.veteranscouncilsjc.org  

The Veterans Council will post items of interest to 

all veterans, post pictures, articles, flyers, events, 

etc.  We will post our meetings dates and keep 

you informed about events at the Jacksonville 

and St. Augustine National Cemeteries. 

          Please join our group on Facebook at:       

                http://veteranscouncilsjc.org  

 

           Please select Join the Group to become a member 

. 

Once you have joined the Veterans Council Facebook group you 

will be able to post your meetings, pictures, articles, fund raisers, 

etc. It will be your common site to go to and see what’s happening. 

The website and Facebook page were updated and created so 

that there would be a central place to list all veterans activities in 

NE FL. 

You may have noticed the Veterans Council’s new logo, it was 

created by Roy Havekost. 

He can be contacted at webmaster@veteranscouncilsjc.org 

 

 

mailto:http://www.veteranscouncilofstjohns.org
http://veteranscouncilsjc.org
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 The Veterans Council of St. Johns County welcomes 

article submissions from all County Veterans & 

organizations. Articles should be of interest to all and 

veterans related. Submissions may be edited &/or 

shortened and used if space permits. 

Send to:  rothfeldm@gmail.com  

  

The Veterans Council of St. Johns County, Inc. is a        
Not For Profit Florida Corporation. 

 

Our formation date was July 4, 2001 in a proclamation 
issued by the St. Johns County Commissioners. It is 
composed of representatives of the various veterans' 
organizations within St. Johns County. 
 

The Veteran's Council will work with city and county 
governments and other local organizations to achieve 
the mutual goal to provide a central agency to assist in 
the coordination and presentation of matters concerning 
veterans and veterans activities in St. Johns County. 
 

The Veteran's Council will endeavor to precipitate, stim-
ulate and assist various organizations as they perform 
patriotic events. One of the major purposes is the pro-
motion and education of national patriotic matters. 
 

The St. Johns County Veterans Council meets the 

last Thursday of the month at 7 pm. 

 The Veterans Council will meet at the Coun-

ty Health & Human Services Building,       

200 San Sebastian View 

Auditorium, 1st floor 

Veterans Council of  St. Johns County,     

“Helping  All Veterans” 

Veterans Service Office 
 200 San Sebastian View, Suite 1400         

St. Augustine, FL 32084 

(physical location) 
The VSO Office is located in the St. Johns County Health and  

Human Services Building.  
The office is open from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. daily, 

Monday through Friday excluding holidays. 
  

Service is by appointment. 
Phone: 904-209-6160   Fax: 904-209-6161 

 

 Joseph D. McDermott  Director 

Lori Chapman  Assistant VSO 

Shauna Holton Assistant VSO 

Jonathan Rojas Assistant VSO 

Jeremy Sapien, Assistant VSO 

April Manner Administrative Coordinator 

The views expressed in The Patriot Reader Newsletter articles, submissions and spotlights 

are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the views of the Veterans Council of 

St. Johns County or the editors of The Patriot Reader. It is the purpose of this periodical to 

share a variety of information that pertain to local veterans and their organizations.  


