
  

the services formally 

provided by the Vets 4 

Vets. 

This past week, the Vet-

erans Council met with 

MOAA-ACC planning 

committee to begin 

preparation for this 

year’s Memorial Day 

service. Memorial Day 

this year will be held on 

Monday, 29 May 2023. 

We have a great pro-

gram lined up to honor 

our veterans who have 

given their all for this 

country. 

Thank you for your   

service. 

 

Bill Dudley, 

Chairman 

Veterans Council of    

St. Johns County 

Fellow Veterans, 

The Veterans Council 

continues with its task 

of helping veterans in 

need of housing and 

shelter in St. Johns 

County. The task is 

large and continues on 

an upward trajectory. 

Rampant inflation 

making the cost of liv-

ing expenses out of 

reach for so many vet-

erans is having a devas-

tating effect on many 

of our veterans. Over 

the past year, the Veter-

ans Council has been 

able to assist veterans 

with locating suitable 

apartments or housing 

to preclude being 

homeless. We have also 

been able to help many 

of these veterans with 

donated furniture as 

many of them had no 

household furnishings. 

Due to the high de-

mand for furniture for 

our veterans, the Veter-

ans Council is running 

low on donated furniture 

and are in need of more 

to replenish our invento-

ry. If anyone has any 

good used furniture they 

would like to donate, 

please contact the Veter-

ans Council and we will 

make arrangements to 

have it picked up.  

Recently, the Veterans 

Council met with the 

Vets 4 Vets organization 

and have agreed to take 

on the excellent work 

they have performed in 

the past in helping our 

local veterans. We found 

that most of the services 

they were providing 

were redundant with 

those of the Veterans 

Council. So with that be-

ing the case, the Vets 4 

Vets was closed out as of 

this past Friday and all 

funds moved into the 

Veterans Council ac-

count. The Veterans 

Council will provide all 
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The Veterans Council of St. Johns County meets on the 

last Thursday of the month, all are invited to attend.  We 

meet at the County Health & Human Services Building, 

200 San   Sebastian View, at 7 pm in the Muscovy room. 

     Upcoming Speakers  

  

February 23, 2023 

James Bullock, Fort Mose History 

Dr George Cressman, Camp Blanding Museum 

March 30 

Gini Solano, Jr. Service League of St. Augustine 

Jeanette McMahon, Children of Fallen Patriots Foundation (ZOOM) 

April 27 

Robert Covert, Veterans Oral History Project 

St Augustine Historical Society 

Zach Peyton, President West Point Society of N FL  

 

May 25 

DeAndrea Fuller, Outreach Director 

Steven A Cohen Military Family Clinic at Centerstone 

June 29 

Michael Dionian, Volunteering at the Jax Naval Museum, USS Orleck 
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 Starting Jan. 17, Veterans in suicidal crisis can go to any VA or non-VA health 

care facility for free emergency health care 

WASHINGTON – Starting Jan. 17, Veterans in 

acute suicidal crisis will be able to go to any VA 

or non-VA health care facility for emergency 

health care at no cost – including inpatient or 

crisis residential care for up to 30 days and outpatient care for up to 90 days. Veterans do 

not need to be enrolled in the VA system to use this benefit. 

This expansion of care will help prevent Veteran suicide by guaranteeing no cost, world-

class care to Veterans in times of crisis. It will also increase access to acute suicide care for 

up to 9 million Veterans who are not currently enrolled in VA. 

Preventing Veteran suicide is VA’s top clinical priority and a top priority of the Biden-

Harris Administration. This effort is a key part of VA’s 10-year National Strategy for Pre-

venting Veteran Suicide and the Biden-Harris administration’s plan for Reducing Military 

and Veteran Suicide. In September, VA released the 2022 National Veteran Suicide Preven-

tion Annual Report, which showed that Veteran suicides decreased in 2020 for the second 

year in a row, and that fewer Veterans died by suicide in 2020 than in any year since 2006. 

“Veterans in suicidal crisis can now receive the free, world-class emergency health care they 

deserve – no matter where they need it, when they need it, or whether they’re enrolled in 

VA care,” said VA Secretary for Veterans Affairs Denis McDonough. “This expansion of care 

will save Veterans’ lives, and there’s nothing more important than that.”  

VA has submitted an interim final rule to the federal register to establish this authority 

under section 201 of the Veterans Comprehensive Prevention, Access to Care, and Treat-

ment (COMPACT) Act of 2020. The final policy, which takes effect on Jan. 17, will allow 

VA to: 

Provide, pay for, or reimburse for treatment of eligible individuals’ emergency suicide care, 

transportation costs, and follow-up care at a VA or non-VA facility for up to 30 days of in-

patient care and 90 days of outpatient care. 
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Make appropriate referrals for care following the period of emergency suicide care. 

Determine eligibility for other VA services and benefits. 

Refer eligible individuals for appropriate VA programs and benefits following the period of 

emergency suicide care. 

Eligible individuals, regardless of VA enrollment status, are: 

Veterans who were discharged or released from active duty after more than 24 months of 

active service under conditions other than dishonorable. 

Former members of the armed forces, including reserve service members, who served 

more than 100 days under a combat exclusion or in support of a contingency operation ei-

ther directly or by operating an unmanned aerial vehicle from another location who were 

discharged under conditions other than dishonorable. 

Former members of the armed forces who were the victim of a physical assault of a sexual 

nature, a battery of a sexual nature, or sexual harassment while serving in the armed forc-

es. 

Over the past year, VA has announced or continued several additional efforts to end Veteran 

suicide, including establishing 988 (then press 1) as a way for Veterans to quickly connect 

with caring, qualified crisis support 24/7; proposing a new rule that would reduce or elim-

inate copayments for Veterans at risk of suicide; conducting an ongoing public outreach ef-

fort on firearm suicide prevention and lethal means safety; and leveraging a national Veter-

an suicide prevention awareness campaign, “Don’t Wait. Reach Out.”  

### 

If you’re a Veteran in crisis or concerned about one, contact the Veterans Crisis Line to re-

ceive 24/7 confidential support. You don't have to be enrolled in VA benefits or health care 

to connect. To reach responders, Dial 988 then Press 1, chat online 

at VeteransCrisisLine.net/Chat, or text 838255. 
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 From Pat Mulvihill 

TEXT 904.534.0035 / pem@axisp.com 

North JAX Rotarians, Interactors & Scouts Are “Tip-of-the-Arrow” Leaders in 

Health-Education-Wellness-Environmental-Workforce Development Out-

reach Initiatives For 

Combatting Child Trafficking; and Aiding Disaster Victims / Elders / Ukraine 

War-Zone Refugees / Military & Veterans / Youth 

OUR ROTARY FAMILY STANDS TALL & DOES GOOD 

  

FROM THE DESK OF PADRAIC E. “PAT” MULVIHILL, CLUB CHAIRMAN- INNOVATIVE PRO-

GRAMS / HUMANITARIAN-RELIEF UKRAINE,   31 Dec 2022  

A Jacksonville-based language translator who is working with a wounded Ukraine Army soldier who is 

currently in JAX at the Brooks Neuro-Rehab Hospital Center has reached out to Rotary regarding the 

possibility of donating a significant supply of male catheters in the 14-16 size / Please advise if you have 

any ideas as to where to obtain this item.  

Please OVERVIEW below / Warmest regards / Safe journeys / Pat Mulvihill  

 

 

From: Padraic Mulvihill <pem@axisp.com> 

FROM THE DESK OF PADRAIC E. “PAT” MULVIHILL 

Chairman, Rotary District 6970 Ukraine Relief Committee 

Member, Health-Education-Wellness Rotary Action Group 

www.NorthJAXRotary.org 

Our North JAX Club is a “Tip-of-the-Arrow” Leader in Health-Education-Wellness-Environmental 

Outreach Initiatives For 

Combatting Child Trafficking; and Aiding Disaster Victims / Elders / Ukraine War-Zone Refugees / Ac-

tive-Duty Military & Veterans / Youth Services 
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 Maksym Slipnets- Wounded Ukraine Warrior 

Revived Soldiers Ukraine 

www.RSUkraine.org  

RSU was formed to provide medical aid and sustainable living 

standards for the soldiers of Ukraine and members of their fami-

lies 

adversely affected by the 2022 Russian military invasion-conflict in the ATO Zone 

(Anti-Terrorist Operation-Eastern Ukraine). 

 

OVERVIEW  

It is my understanding currently that during the horrific Russian February 2022 invasion of 

Ukraine, Maksym, a Ukraine soldier of the 54th Mechanized Ground Forces Brigade, 

which has fought in the battle of Donbas and is based in Bakhmut, at a battle in the Ukraine 

village of Kostyantynivka received a shrapnel injury in April 2022 to the spinal cord at the 

waist level, and the subsequent amputation of his right leg above the knee (please see at-

tached pictures).  

Thanks to the Orlando-based foundation “Revived Soldiers Ukraine” Maksym was able to 

come to the Brooks Neuro Rehab & Recovery Center in Jacksonville, Florida on November 

15, 2022. His wife Natalya and under two-year old son, Sashko, traveled to Northeast Flor-

ida together. They currently live at Brooks Rehabilitation Housing while Maksym is in a 

comprehensive neuro-recovery program. This wounded warrior still has a long road to re-

covery. It is reported that it will take years for Maksym to recover from this very severe 

neuro injury. I understand that he is making great progress learning how to function in eve-

ryday life. However, he needs some additional rehabilitation time at Brooks, and it will cost 

additional funds. This young Ukraine family are not able to pay for this additional treatment 

and are currently attempting to raise funds to allow Maksym to continue on his road-to-

recovery. 

  

Warmest regards.  Pat Mulvihill 
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VETERANS COUNCIL OF ST. JOHNS COUNTY 

MINUTES OF GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING   

December 22, 2022 

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Dudley 

WELCOME AND OPENING REMARKS: Chairman Dudley 

PLEDGE: Chairman Dudley 

INVOCATION: Vice Chairman Quinn 

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: Minutes of last meeting conducted on November 17, 

2022, were presented by Chairman Dudley. Copies of Minutes and Agenda are available on 

the sign-in table and were sent to members electronically by the Secretary. The minutes 

were approved by voice vote with no changes. 

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer John Mountcastle was not in attendance and Chairman 

Dudley provided a detailed report that as of November 16, 2022, there was a balance of 

$122,873.62 and as of date of meeting there is balance of $122,788.28. The Council spent 

$3,722.05 and the income for the month was $6,300.00. Chairman Dudley then read the 

narrative of how the Veterans Council has performed this year, attached on last page of 

Treasurer’s Report. The Treasurer’s Report was approved by voice vote with no changes.  

 

INTRODUCTION OF SPEAKERS/GUESTS: Chairman Dudley 

There were several new attendees at this month’s meeting that introduced themselves. 

SPEAKERS: Dr. Amelia Lyons, UCF, Veterans Legacy Program 

Dr. Lyons discussed her project, UCF’s Veterans Legacy Program and broke down for us 

how the Program operates.  

There is a new grant for the Federal fiscal year that comes from the VA’s National Cemetery 

Administration that puts funds into the program. There is a purpose of getting more teach-
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ers/educators involved in the Veterans Legacy Program. The Program has partnered with 

Florida National Guard and will hold a 10-day Institute in June 2023, with educators from 

around the state about the Veterans Legacy Program. Applications are now out and will be 

reviewed in January.  Twenty-five teachers will be selected to attend the Institute here in St. 

Augustine in the summer.  They will write a biography on a Veteran that is buried at the St. 

Augustine National Cemetery and add to that what teachers are interested and what they 

want to teach in their classrooms. Different ways will be discussed with different projects to 

fit their classrooms.  

Last month, UCF was named a Purple Heart Institution – not an easy recognition to obtain. 

UCF has a large veteran service within its campus. One of the oldest programs with the his-

tory department is the UFC Community History Veteran Project, since started in 2010 has 

completed over 800 oral history interviews with Veterans.  

Another project is Florida/France Soldier Stories. These are for histories of soldiers that 

were killed in France during WWII.  

Veterans Legacy Program was started in 2017 at UCF when the Veterans Administration ap-

proached the university about participating because of the past Veterans projects they had 

been involved in.  Dr. Lyons then described the extent that students go through to obtain 

information on writing the biographies of the Veterans. The student really connects and en-

joy doing these projects. 

The main purpose of the Legacy Program is to memorize and honor the Veterans that the 

biographies are about,  that why the VA helps fund them.  

The floor was then opened to questions for Dr. Lyons regarding the Legacy Program.   

OFFICER KELLY KEMP, CHAPLAIN, SJSO, COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 

Officer Kemp introduced himself as Chaplain for the St. Johns County Sheriff’s Office and 

has been there since 1995. Officer Kemp gave a background detail on his life and choosing 

to go to work as a law enforcement officer here in St. Johns County. Over the course of his 

career Officer Kemp started counseling people that he would encounter during his job as a 

law enforcement officer. The Lord reached out to Officer Kemp and told him, “Go spread 

the word and preach the gospel in law enforcement.” He was hired about a year later to 

serve as the chaplain for the Sheriff’s Office and has served since that time. Pray for your 
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law enforcement officers and keep them safe.  

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

VETERANS SERVICE OFFICE UPDATE, JOSEPH MCDERMOTT 

Mr. McDermott stated that next month the VA will start gearing up for the PAC Act and 

start processing the claims that have been filed regarding the PAC Act.   

Mr. McDermott has been VSO for many years and spoke of the people that he has learned 

compassion from while working with these veterans. Spoke of the many complaints/

comments he has received through the years and also spoke of those that are appreciative of 

his service to them as their Veterans Service Officer. The Veterans Service will continue to all 

they can to help and assist our Veterans.  

VETERANS TREATMENT COURT, JOHN LESLIE 

Mr. Leslie introduced himself, he is the mentor coordinator for the Veterans Treatment 

Court here is St. Johns County.  The VTC has just finished up their 6th year here is SJC and 

in those years have brought in 118 Veterans into the program. In the last court a big gradua-

tion was dedicated to graduating 5 from the program. The total number of graduates is now 

69, with a few more scheduled to graduate within the next few months. The judge has asked 

Mr. Leslie to look into forming an alumni club for all the graduates and a new committee 

will look into working that out on January 11th. Emails have been sent out to all the gradu-

ates to participate.  

There is a strong need for more mentors and that is starting to build up. The best source 

currently is those participants that have graduated and want to continue to assist in the pro-

gram. The mentor program is a good way to keep them engaged in the VTC.  Next VCT 

court date is January 6, 2023, in the Courthouse on the 3rd floor in room 355.   

Floor was then opened for questions and comments regarding the Veterans Treatment 

Court.  

NEW BUSINESS: 

Vice Chairman Quinn spoke of the Wreaths Across America and the success of putting a 
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wreath on each grave in St. Augustine National Cemetery.  Accolades were given to Joe 

McDermott  and his success in getting the large donations to make this year’s participation a 

success. The attendance this year was the largest ever experienced at the Wreaths Across 

America in St. Augustine – over 500 in attendance. 

 

Chairman Dudley spoke of how involved the Council has been this year with helping home-

less Veterans getting into apartments and homes. Started over a year ago in getting apart-

ment complexes involved in having units available to offer our homeless Veterans. Now the 

Council has a storage facility filled with used furniture to allow the Veterans to go into and 

shop for what they need for their home. Two Men and Truck Movers have been superb in as-

sisting with moving the furniture into these Veteran’s homes. Chairman Dudley also spoke of 

gift cards that were donated by Winn Dixie and if anyone knows of those in need, see Chair-

man Dudley for the gift cards.  

 

A special presentation was given to the Veterans Service Council of a framed poem written 

about the Vietnam Memorial Wall. Ms. Keller Williams was the author of the poem. The 

framed poem will hang in the Veterans Service Office here is St. Johns County.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:40 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

William Dudley, Chairman 

Ray A. Quinn, Vice Chairman  
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The State of Florida established the Florida Veterans' Hall of Fame 

in 2011 to recognize and honor those military veterans who, 

through their works and lives during and after military service, 

have made a significant contribution to the State of Florida, their 

city, town and community through civic, business, public service 

and other worthy pursuits. 

 

 The Florida Veterans’ Hall of Fame Society, Inc. was formed in 2019 

as a supportive non-profit organization to provide financial and 

administrative support to the Florida Department of Veterans Affairs and the Florida Vet-

erans Foundation as requested to insure the continuing success of the Florida Veterans’ 

Hall of Fame.    

 

JOHN LESLIE 

Leslie (fvhofsociety.org)    

  

https://www.fvhofsociety.org/leslie.html  

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANTHONY D’ALEO 

D'Aleo (fvhofsociety.org) 

https://www.fvhofsociety.org/daleo.html  

mailto:Leslie%20(fvhofsociety.org)
mailto:https://www.fvhofsociety.org/leslie.html
mailto:D'Aleo%20(fvhofsociety.org)
mailto:https://www.fvhofsociety.org/daleo.html
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DAVID BELLAVIA 

David Bellavia is the first and only living Iraq veteran 

to receive the Congressional Medal of Honor, which 

is our country's highest military honor. He was 

awarded this medal at the White House on June 25, 

2019, surrounded by his family and every living member of his Task Force. 

Bellavia was awarded the Medal of Honor for heroic efforts on Nov. 10, 2004, during the 

Third Battle in Fallujah — dramatic efforts that saved the lives of his unit members. He 

served three military campaigns: Kosovo 2003 and Operation Iraqi Freedom I and Opera-

tion Iraqi Freedom II.  

Bellavia enlisted in the U.S. Army in 1999 and chose to stay and fight following the Sept. 11 

terror attacks. That sense of duty was ingrained in Bellavia by his World War II veteran 

grandfather, who served in the Army during the Normandy Campaign. Bellavia returned 

home in 2005 and founded advocacy organization Vets for Freedom and in 2019 founded 

Deuce Deuce Relief Fund, which supports the soldiers of his former Task Force 2-2 in Iraq. 

Bellavia returned to Iraq as an embedded reporter covering heavy fighting in 2006 and 

2008, and in 2007 wrote and published House to House, a book detailing his experiences in 

Fallujah. His book is considered one of the best first-hand military accounts ever written.  

Bellavia’s many awards and decorations include the Bronze Star, the National Defense Ser-

vice Medal, Kosovo Campaign Medal with Bronze Service Star, New York State Conspicuous 

Service Cross, the Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, and the NATO Medal. He was 

inducted into the New York State Veterans Hall of Fame in 2005. 

Bellavia is a Western New York native. He is a 1994 graduate of Lyndonville High School in 

Orleans County and studied biology and theater at the University of Buffalo. 

Today he is active traveling the country as a speaker sharing the important message of ser-

vice over self and as a sought-after source for national media. 
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 The National Coast Guard Museum 

The Museum Association is excited to share its recent architectural 

rendering of the National Coast Guard Museum atrium. The soaring 

five-story space will make for a dramatic welcome, and it’s sure to 

create lasting memories for all visitors. A full-sized HH-60 Jayhawk 

helicopter will be suspended from the ceiling. Beneath the helicop-

ter, a rescue swimmer in action will be displayed. Another unique fea-

ture within the atrium are the large street level windows capable of 

lifting to form open air access between City Pier Plaza and the interi-

or. The wall of philanthropy is located at the top of the stairs and will 

be immediately adjacent to the doors of the Quarterdeck, where the 

Coast Guard journey begins.  
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 Bill to speed vet survivor benefits becomes law 

By KEVIN LANDRIGAN, Stars and Stripes 

THE NEW HAMPSHIRE UNION LEADER, MANCHESTER • December 31, 2022 

WASHINGTON (Tribune News Service) — A new bipartisan law should speed up payments to 

hard-to-find survivors of recently deceased veterans, according to U.S. Rep. Chris Pappas, D- 

N.H., who co-authored the measure. 

President Joe Biden signed the Faster Payments to Veterans’ Survivors Act last Tuesday before head-

ing off for a New Year’s holiday vacation with his family to St. Croix. 

When a veteran passes away, the surviving spouse or child are eligible to receive certain benefits, 

such as life insurance proceeds. 

The U.S. Veterans Administration often struggles to identify, locate and pay these families or bene-

ficiaries in a timely fashion. 

The legislation cuts in half the time that the VA has to make the payment of life insurance benefits 

to survivors. 

The current limit is two years for a primary beneficiary and four years for those who become al-

ternate beneficiaries if the primary person cannot be located. 

“By ensuring that family members and spouses have the resources and support that they need, we 

continue to honor and pay tribute to those who have sacrificed for our country,” Pappas said in a 

statement. 

As of September 2020, approximately 15,000 individuals remain undisbursed with more than 

$155 million in life insurance benefits owed to veteran families. By the VA’s own account, that 

equals about $10,500 per family. 

The measure also requires the agency to better publicize an online tool that now exists to allow 

families to search for whether they qualify for survivor benefits. 

The legislation instructs the agency to report to Congress six months from now on the progress of 

improving this program.  

A coalition of veteran groups had supported this effort including the Veterans of Foreign Wars, 

American Legion, Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of America, Vietnam Veterans of America, Military 

Officers Association of America, Modern Military Association of America, and Paralyzed Veterans 

of America. 
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The Veterans Legacy Program 

The Veterans Legacy Program is offering a new way for Americans connect with their history. Through the 

program, VA’s National Cemetery Administration is forging partnerships with academic institutions to 

engage students and professors alike in discovering the stories of service and sacrifice found in VA’s na-

tional cemeteries. 

Dr. Amelia Lyons is leading the University of Central Florida’s team researching these sto-

ries. her students are researching Florida Veterans who fought in World War I and are interred at Florida 

National Cemetery. Along with Lyons, Dr. Barbara Gannon and four colleagues are teaching research 

skills that will help UCF students learn more about Florida history through its Veterans. 

Researching Veterans who served a century ago can be challenging. Through archival research, they learn 

when their assigned Veteran served and when they came back. Using materials such as Census records, 

marriage certificates, newspapers and genealogical records, students began piecing together the lives of 

these Veterans. Many soldiers, sailors, and Marines gave the ultimate sacrifice in World War I, but many 

also came home. Students were able to assemble the Veterans’ post-War lives. Ken Holliday, an Army Vet-

eran, even found that his WWI Veteran had a son who served in WWII, and they are both buried in the 

same section of Florida National Cemetery. This was not an easy discovery, as the son had changed the 

spelling of his last name. 

Bringing college students to the national cemetery is only half of the program. On May 19, UCF students 

were at Florida National Cemetery with 150 seventh-graders to teach them about the Veterans who came 

from their community. For students who otherwise only thought about, say, World War I as “arrows on a 

map,” they have a new understanding of American history through Veterans. They now think about people 

from Florida serving in World War I and understand that Americans from every state and territory wore 

the uniform and contributed to the victory. 
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From Hope 4 Veterans 

For those of you having BREAST CANCER or any kind of GYN 

Cancer such as Uterine or Ovarian. I want you to clearly under-

stand that is now a presumptive condition under the new VA PACT 

Act. It falls under "Reproductive Cancer". Contact a Claims Ser-

vice Officer and file your claim today.  
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 Hope 4 Veterans: Learn About Yourself  Through Art 

Are you seeking a connection with like-minded military women? 

Are you seeking new opportunities to heal within, self-care, and explore the unconscious? 

Do you feel you are struggling with the healing process or searching for new ways to grow? 

Do you like to write, draw, art, or tell your story? 

Our objectives are to help with: 

Vision/Goals, Mindfulness, Connecting to like-minded women (Sister Support), Under-

standing yourself through art, Writing, Art, Dance, Underlying Stressors, Bringing aware-

ness /Telling her story, Honoring, Recognizing, and Empowering military women through 

growth, etc. 

We want to invite Military Women (Includes Active Duty, National Guard, Veterans regard-

less of her discharges, and Women Spouses) to come, enjoy, and explore. 

Join us on Tuesdays for alternating art classes in the Steven A. Cohen Military 

Family Clinic at Centerstone community room and an online Finding Your 

Life’s Purpose support group.  

January 24 – April 18,  5:00 pm – 7:00 pm 

To register, please enter your information into the following form, and  Hope4veterans will 

contact you shortly: 

https://form.jotform.com/230048033622141  

Artwork and stories will be recognized and honored at the Third Annual Hope4Veterans 

Fundraising Gala Palencia club, 600 Palencia Club Drive on November 4th, 2023. 

www.Hope4Veterans.org 

If you are inspired by art and would like to help out and ‘give back’ to military women, or 

have an art project suggestion, we would love to hear from you. Please, send an email to 

lgeiser@hope4veterans.org 

 

https://form.jotform.com/230048033622141
http://www.Hope4Veterans.org
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From the Treasurer 

This year, there are many changes to laws, only a few of which are more 

advantageous to the Veteran than in prior years. 

Vote-By-Mail 

One of the little-known requirements is that Florida Voters’ Vote-By-

Mail requests expire at the end of the calendar year in which there is a 

general election which was a recent change in the law. In 2022, there was 

a general election, voting for Federal and State elected officials 

(remember those annoying ads?), so all requests from the 2022 elections 

have now expired. 

If you prefer to Vote-By-Mail, now would be a good time to request mail 

ballots be sent to your St. Johns County residence, another address, or, if 

deployed, request an Overseas or Military Ballot, by going to https://

www.votesjc.gov/vote-by-mail. Your Vote-By-Mail request will be valid 

for all local and state elections, and for the federal (general) elections in 

2024.  

You may choose an “All Elections Request” (valid through 2024) or re-

quest a mail ballot for a specific Individual Election (though I believe it 

makes life easier to submit an “All Elections Request”).  If you have ques-

tions, or need assistance, please reach out to the Elections Office at 

(904) 823-2238. 

Exempt Organization 2023 Filing Deadlines and Reminders 

January 31, 2023: Provide 1099-MISC and 1099-NEC to recipients, 

and file 1099-NEC with the IRS with 1096 

http://www.votesjc.gov/vote-by-mail
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February 28, 2023: File IRS copies of 1099-MISC together with 1096  

May 1, 2023: File Florida Secretary of State Annual Report 

May 15. 2023 (for calendar-year exempt organizations): File Form 990 

family (990, 990-EZ or 990-N) electronically (this is the second year that 

only electronic filings are accepted). For exempt organizations with other 

fiscal years, due date is the fifteenth of the fifth month after the fiscal year

-end. 

Various dates (for charities, not Veterans’ organizations recognized under 

§IRS 501(c)(19)), renew registration under the Florida Solicitation of 

Contributions Act with the Florida Department of Agriculture and Con-

sumer Affairs. To check your renewal date, go to Florida Charity Check. 

Personal Federal Income Tax Deadline 

The IRS's Free File program, available only at IRS.gov, allows taxpayers 

who made $73,000 or less in 2022 to file their taxes electronically for 

free using brand-name software provided by commercial tax filing com-

panies. Free File Fillable forms, a part of this effort, is available to any in-

come level and provides free electronic forms that people fill out and file 

themselves also at no cost. 

Tuesday, April 18, 2023, for most taxpayers, instead of April 15, be-

cause of the weekend and the District of Columbia's Emancipation Day 

holiday, which falls on Monday, April 17. The IRS will commence accept-

ing 2022 individual federal income tax returns on January 23. 

Florida%20Charity%20Check
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The Story of Notre Dame's Legendary 'Rudy' Ruettiger Began in Vietnam 

Defensive end Daniel Eugene "Rudy" Ruettiger is car-

ried off the field by his University of Notre Dame team-

mates after Ruettiger sacked Georgia Tech quarterback 

Rudy Allen on the final play of the game, Notre Dame, 

Ind., Nov. 8, 1975. Notre Dame won the game. 

(Courtesy of Notre Dame) 

Daniel Eugene "Rudy" Ruettiger became a famous college football athlete, but he 

got his big start by joining the Navy in 1968 and serving two years at sea as a yeo-

man. 

Using his GI Bill benefits, he enrolled in Indiana's Holy Cross College in 1972 and 

then at the University of Notre Dame in 1974, playing in the Orange Bowl in 

1975 and the Gator Bowl in 1976 -- the year he graduated. 

Former Notre Dame defensive end Daniel Eugene "Rudy" Ruettiger, gives a mo-

tivational speech to soldiers at Fort Huachuca, Ariz. (U.S. Army) 

Despite being undersized for a football player -- 5 feet, 6 inches tall and 165 

pounds -- Ruettiger was accepted as a defensive end on Notre Dame's Fighting 

Irish football team due to his drive and determination. 

His claim to fame was brief, but spectacular. On Nov. 8, 1975, he was put in the 

game against Georgia Institute of Technology. During the final play of the game, 

he sacked Georgia Tech quarterback Rudy Allen. 

Ruettiger's teammates were ecstatic, and they carried him off the field. At the 

time, he was the only player ever to receive such an honor.  

The story of the undersized young man being allowed to play and sacking the op-

position's quarterback led to the 1993 movie "Rudy," based on Ruettiger's short  
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football career. Ruettiger was played by actor Sean Astin. 

Defensive end Daniel Eugene "Rudy" Ruettiger is car-

ried off the field by University of Notre Dame team-

mates after Ruettiger sacked Georgia Tech quarterback 

Rudy Allen on the final play of the game, Notre Dame, 

Ind., Nov. 8, 1975. Notre Dame won the match. 

(Courtesy of the University of Notre Dame) 

Ruettiger actually appeared in the movie as a fan in the final scene. Although Hol-

lywood often takes liberties to make events more dramatic when making films 

based on true stories, Ruettiger said the film was 92% accurate. 

These days, Ruettiger likes to visit service members and 

give motivational speeches. 

During one such visit to Fort Huachuca, Arizona, on Oct. 

7, 2010, he told the soldiers that "the Navy actually 

changed my thinking around, my attitude around, and 

who I was." 

Ruettiger said members of the armed forces are great Americans. "This is an hon-

or for me to come here. I'm real humbled and real privileged," he said. 

During his motivational speech, he talked about how everyone has the potential to 

be whatever they want to be. 

"It's not your age; it's your attitude," he said, adding that people who work hard 

deserve a shot. 

Ruettiger also told the soldiers that all it takes to succeed is what he called the 

four Cs: character, courage, commitment and contribution. 

"The little things make a big difference," he said. 
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From American Legion 5th District FL  



27 

  

 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE….. 

VIETNAM VETERANS DAY  

RECOGNITION CEREMONY 

SATURDAY, MARCH 25.  10 am 

915 Walnut Street, Green Cove Springs 
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Vietnam vet gets Eastern Florida State College diploma 51 years after finishing coursework 

John McCarthy 

 

Florida Today, many young men in the 1960s, James Steen's 

education was interrupted when he was drafted into the 

Army. But after serving as a helicopter pilot in Vietnam, he 

returned to Brevard Junior College — now Eastern Flori-

da State College — and earned his AA degree in 1971. 

But fresh out of the Army with a wife and three young children, he couldn't afford the fee to 

participate in the graduation ceremony. 

But Thursday afternoon, more than 50 years later, Steen, now 76, strode across the stage at 

the King Center to finally pick up his diploma. And he did so to a standing ovation from the 

other graduates, many of whom were young enough to be Steen's grandchildren. 

"I was so emotional. Just keeping myself from bursting into tears was a major accomplish-

ment," he said afterward, holding his diploma as he sniffled and choked back tears. "It's still 

that way. I never dreamed I would have this. And now I have it. I'm just tickled pink." 

Just before awarding Steen his diploma as the final recipient at the ceremony, the master of 

ceremonies told the audience of Steen's interrupted education and military service. 

Steen originally attended Brevard Junior College in 1964-65 before being drafted. In the Ar-

my, he was chosen for Officer Candidate School and was trained to be a helicopter pilot. He 

served in Vietnam in 1968-69 during some the war's fiercest fighting. 

During one mission when he was ferrying special forces troops, his helicopter was shot 

down over Cambodia. Despite suffering a leg injury himself, Steen carried the body of one 

fallen soldier for three hours through the jungle dodging enemy fire until a rescue mission 

reached him. 

When they finally reached safety, doctors found that the seemingly dead man Steen had car-

ried through the jungle still had a pulse and the doctors were able to save him. Steen himself 

spent more than a month in military hospitals recovering from his injuries. 
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That soldier he saved was able to track down Steen 

through social media three years ago, and the two keep in 

touch. 

Steen rose to the rank of captain and received a Purple 

Heart and an Air Medal with 23 oak leaf clusters, each 

representing 25 hours of flying combat missions. 

"I had no intention of being a hero ever," Steen said after the ceremony. "All I wanted to do 

was fly my helicopter from Point A to Point B and do what I could do in the war the way I 

was trained." 

After hearing his story, the audience honored Steen with thunderous applause as he walked 

across the stage, steadied by a cane, to get his diploma. 

"I never dreamed being shot down in a foreign country and running from enemy soldiers 

would produce this. This is absolutely beyond my imagination, and for them to stand up and 

honor me," Steen said of the crowd's reaction. "There are guys that did a lot more than I 

did. It was mind boggling. I didn't know what to say or do. I couldn't even talk. I couldn't 

even say "thank you" to the president when he shook my hand." 

Until recently, Steen had no idea that he could still pick up his diploma. Earlier this year, he 

stopped by the college's Military and Veterans Service Center because he was interested in 

taking a computer class. When the staff heard Steen's story, they unearthed his records from 

the school's archives and set him up for the graduation ceremony. 

Thursday's graduation was not the end of Steen's academic journey. 

"When I got back from Vietnam I went back to college and I finished. I made the Dean's list 

and I stayed on the Dean's list until I got my two-year degree and now I'm going to contin-

ue on and get the four-year. I really want to finish and have that four-year degree." 
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19 terms only sailors will understand,   We Are The Mighty, Orvelin Valle 

All sailors, from the “old salts” to the newly initiated are familiar with the following terms. 

These are 19 terms only sailors will understand 

1. Chit 

A chit in the Navy refers to any piece of paper from a form to a pass and 

even currency. According to the Navy history museum, the word chit 

was carried over from the days of Hindu traders when they used slips of paper called “citthi” for money.  

2. Scuttlebutt 

The Navy term for water fountain. The Navy History Museum describes the term as a combination of 

“scuttle,” to make a hole in the ship’s side causing her to sink, and “butt,” a cask or hogshead used in the 

days of wooden ships to hold drinking water; thus the term scuttlebutt means a cask with a hole in it.  

3. Crank 

The term used to describe a mess deck worker, typically a new transferee assigned to the mess decks 

while qualifying for regular watch.  

4. Cadillac 

This is the term used to describe a mop bucket with wheels and a ringer. When sailors are assigned to 

cleaning duties, they prefer the luxurious Cadillac over the bucket. 

5. Knee-knockers 

A knee-knocker refers to the bottom portion of a watertight door’s frame. They are notorious for caus-

ing shin injuries and drunken sailors hate them.  

6. Comshaw 

The term used when obtaining something outside of official channels or payment, usually by trading or 

bartering. For example, sailors on a deployed ship got pizza in exchange for doing the laundry of the C-2 

Greyhound crew that flew it in. 

*Younger sailors may use the term “drug deal” instead of comshaw.  

7. Gear adrift 

The term used to describe items that are not properly stowed away. The shoes in this picture would be 

considered gear adrift. Also sometimes phrased as “gear adrift is a gift.”  

8. Geedunk 
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The term sailors use for vending machine and junk food.  

9. Snipe 

The term used to describe sailors that work below decks, usually those that are assigned to engineering 

rates, such as Machinists Mates, Boilermen, Enginemen, Hull Technicians, and more.  

10. Airdale 

These are sailors assigned to the air wing — everyone from pilots down to the airplane maintenance 

crew.  

11. Bubble head 

The term sailors use to describe submariners.  

12. Gun decking 

Filling out a log or form with imaginary data, usually done out of laziness or to satisfy an inspection.  

13. Muster 

The term sailors use interchangeably for meeting and roll call.  

14. Turco 

The chemical used for washing airplanes.  

15. Pad eye 

These are the hook points on a ship’s surface used to tie down airplanes with chains.  

16. Mid-rats 

Short for mid rations. The food line open from midnight to 6:00 a.m. that usually consists of leftovers 

and easy-to-make food like hamburgers, sandwich fixings, and weenies.  

17. Roach coach 

The snack or lunch truck that stops by the pier.  

18. Bomb farm 

Areas on the ship where aviation ordnancemen men store their bombs. 

19. Nuke it 

The term used when a sailor is overthinking a simple task. Here’s how the Navy publication, All Hands 

describes the term: 
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The History of the Gold Star Program 

The gold star program evolved out of the blue star pro-

gram, which was founded by World War I Army Captain 

Robert L. Queisser of the Ohio 5th Infantry in 1917. His 

two sons served on the front line, and he developed the 

“Blue Star Service Banner” to honor them. This traditional 

banner featured a white background with a red border 

and a blue star in the middle for each service member. Captain Queisser displayed it proudly in his win-

dow, and soon other local military families did too, in their homes, churches, businesses, and schools. By 

September 1917, Ohio’s adoption of this service flag was formally codified in the Ohio Congressional 

Record.  

The following year, the Women’s Committee of the Council of National Defense proposed that wom-

en—particularly mothers—wear a black armband with a gold star for each fallen service member. Presi-

dent Woodrow Wilson approved this proposal on May 28, and a decade later in 1928, 25 mothers went 

to Washington, DC, to officially form American Gold Star Mothers, Inc. These mothers and numerous 

other families amended the blue-starred service banners with gold stars to signify the sacrifices of their 

fallen relatives. In 1936, Congress declared the last Sunday of September “Gold Star Mother’s Day.” 

Both the blue and gold star programs have stood the test of time, with numerous appearances in the 

modern day. For example, the American Legion provided service banners to families in the wake of 

the 9/11 attacks. In 2011, President Barack Obama amended “Gold Star Mother’s Day” to “Gold Star 

Mother’s and Family’s Day.” And, of course, gold stars still adorn license plates. 

How to Apply for a Gold Star 

If one of your family members has died in the line of duty, you may be eligible to receive a gold star on 

your license plate. Different states have different requirements; for example, California allows grandchil-

dren to apply for a gold star, while Tennessee and Vermont only allow spouses, siblings, parents and chil-

dren. 

To discover the requirements for your particular state, look it up in this chart from Gold Star Mothers, 

Inc. Note that in order to apply you will need to prove relation to the fallen service member, as well as 

their passing in the form of a DD 1300. 

Moreover, if you are struggling financially or emotionally in the wake of a loved one’s passing, consider 

reaching out to a Department of Defense Gold Star and Surviving Family Member representative. Other 

helpful organizations include the American Widow Project and the Special Operations Warrior Founda-

tion. 
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Please join us for the 28th annual FMC Golf Tournament  

March 24th, 2023  

Time: 1200 Registration /1300 Shotgun Start 

Location: St. Johns Golf Club 4900 Cypress Links Blvd, Elkton, FL. 32033 

Format: 4 Person Captain's Choice 

Field: First 36 Teams 
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The original ‘Memphis Belle’ is now restored and on display 

 Harold C. Hutchison 

The Memphis Belle has received a lot of attention over the years. In 1944, 

this Boeing B-17 Flying Fortress bomber was the subject of a documentary, 

entitled Memphis Belle: A Story of a Flying Fortress, that followed an aircrew 

as they completed their 25th and final mission. Today, we now know that 

the Memphis Belle was actually the second choice for that documentary — 

the first was shot down in battle. 

Nonetheless, the Memphis Belle was thrust into notoriety and had a place in 

the public eye. Then, in 1990, that documentary was dramatized and turned 

into a film, titled Memphis Belle, starring Harry Connick Jr. 

Now, you can see the famous bomber itself at the National Museum of the 

United States Air Force at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base near Dayton, 

Ohio. The bomber’s display was formally opened on May 17, 2018, which 

marked the 75th anniversary of the plane’s 25th mission. But this B-17 bomb-

er endured a long journey before finally arriving at the museum. 

The Memphis Belle being restored at the National Museum of the United 

States Air Force. In the background is Swoose, another historic B-17. (USAF) 

According to an Air Force release, restoring the bomber has taken over 

55,000 man-hours since 2005. She was saved from the scrapyard by the city 

of Memphis for a grand total of 0 in 1945. After that, the plane spent most of 
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her days stored outside, left exposed to the elements, as she awaited proper 

preservation. In 2004, the Air Force reclaimed the bomber. 

Still, 55,000 hours is a long restoration period — what took so long? Well, 

the experts weren’t interested in plastering on a pretty paint job and calling it 

done. Instead, they wanted this iconic plane to look exactly as it did when she 

flew that famous 25th mission. That was no easy task. One of the hardest parts 

was finding authentic parts for the plane, or at least period-accurate parts. 

The Memphis Belle as she appeared during World War II. (USAF) 

The Memphis Belle, a Boeing B-17F Flying Fortress, was able to carry as 

many as 17,600 pounds’ worth of bombs and was equipped with as many as 

13 M2 .50-caliber machine guns as well as a single .30-caliber machine gun. It 

had a crew of ten, a top speed of 325 miles per hour, and a maximum range of 

4,420 miles. 

Of the over 3,400 B-17Fs built, only three survive today — the Memphis 

Belle is one of those. 
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U.S. Department of  Veterans Affairs  

Happy National Disc Jockey Day from the       

Veterans Legacy Program! 

In light of this special occasion, we thought we’d cele-

brate the career of the most famous DJ in any of NCAs 

155 national cemeteries – SGT Adrian Cronauer, who 

was portrayed by Robin Williams in the 1987 film “Good Morning, Vi-

etnam.” 

Cronauer was born in Pittsburgh, PA on September 8, 1938, the son of a steel worker and a 

teacher. His first radio appearance came at the age of 12 and while attending Pitt he was 

part of a group that founded the school's first student radio station (now WPTS-FM.)  

In 1963, he enlisted to avoid the draft and became a U.S. Air Force Radio and Television 

Broadcasting Specialist. He was trained in Texas and spent over a year in Crete before volun-

teering for Vietnam.  

Arriving in Saigon in 1965, Cronauer became the radio host of a show called “Dawn Buster.” 

He began every broadcast with his signature, “Gooood morning, Vietnam!” which came to 

be either loved or detested by his fellow servicemembers in country. Either way, his trade-

mark opening garnered a strong reaction, which is precisely what he wanted to accomplish. 

SGT Cronauer’s Vietnam tour ended in 1966.  

 After the war he worked for various radio stations and earned a master's degree in Media 

Studies from the New School for Social Research.  

In the late 1970s, he had an idea for a television show that would be a blend of M*A*S*H 

and WKRP in Cincinnati. After several iterations, this became the basis for the movie, “Good 

Morning, Vietnam.” Robing Williams’ character was loosely based on Cronauer, although the 

DJ later joked that if he had done half of the onscreen antics depicted by Williams, “I’d still 

be in Leavenworth.”  

Adrian Cronauer died on July 18, 2018, at a nursing home in Troutville, Virginia at the age 

of 79 and is interred in Section 8, Row 13, Site 614 in Southwest Virginia Veterans Ceme-

tery, a VA Grant-Funded Cemetery. Please take a moment to leave a memory or tribute on 

his Veterans Legacy Memorial page, which can be found at: https://bit.ly/3wm2xua.  

https://bit.ly/3wm2xua
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VA nurse awarded Distinguished Flying Cross 

Distinguished Flying Cross for Iowa VA nurse                      

second in history 

 

Katie Lunning, of the 33rd Airlift Wing, was awarded the Distin-

guished Flying Cross January 7 at the 133rd Maintenance Group 

North hangar in Saint Paul, Minnesota. 

Lunning is an Intensive Care Unit nurse manager at Central Iowa VA and a Minnesota Air 

National Guard air transport nurse. 

The second nurse ever presented the award, she earned the DFC for her exemplary service 

during a six-month tour based in Qatar that began in the summer of 2021. 

She was a member of a Critical Care Air Transport Team, a three-person unit meant to pick 

up the most critically injured or ill and fly them to the higher echelon of care. Lunning 

helped evacuate and care for patients coming out of Kabul, Afghanistan, amidst active con-

flict. 

Left the airplane to get patients 

“We were pulling them out as they are getting injured,” said Lunning. “August 26th, when 

the suicide bomber exploded at Abbey Gate, we were the first team in. It was the largest 

medical evacuation out of that coalition hospital ever and very dangerous on the ground. We 

had to leave the airplane to go get our patients as well. 

“We took injured Marines and Afghan civilians who really weren’t flight worthy, but there 

was no choice. We just had to get them out of there. A lot of medical events occurred on the 

airplane, but we ended up being able to safely deliver everybody to Landstuhl, Germany, for 

further medical care.” 

Evacuated more than 20 patients 

These events surround the harrowing final days of the American evacuation from Afghani-

stan when an engineering student, turned Islamic State militant, strapped 20 pounds of ex-

plosives to himself and killed more than 160 civilians and 13 American service members at 
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the entrance to the international airport in Kabul. 

Lunning and other members of her team worked around the clock to evacuate more than 20 

patients out of the chaos as Afghanistan fell to the Taliban. 

Lunning humbly describes her experience as a matter of circumstance and says she was glad 

to be in the right place at the right time to be able to help civilians and fellow service mem-

bers in desperate need of evacuation and care. 

“In that moment, I was really just focusing on the job,” she said. “We came up with a mantra. 

We would say, ‘We can’t control what’s happening on the ground and what we can control is 

our jobs.’ We focused very much on getting people home. We all have kids right around the 

same age that we wanted to get home to. 

“We just focused on getting everybody home to their people because everybody’s going to 

have a why, right? We talked about that and how it was our role to get them back to their 

reason for being there.” 

Lunning has a nine-year-old daughter with her husband, Joshua Lunning, the command ser-

geant major of the Recruiting and Retention Battalion at the Iowa Army National Guard. 

Lunning joined the Minnesota Army National Guard as a combat medic right out of high 

school and then switched to the Minnesota Air National Guard to pursue nursing, receiving 

a direct commission as an officer. 

Nurse passionate about caring for Veterans 

She began working at Minnesota VA as a student nurse in 2009 while she attended Bethel 

University in Saint Paul for her Bachelor of Science in Nursing. After graduating in 2012, 

she worked as a registered nurse in the intensive care unit where she stayed until moving to 

Iowa. 

Lunning is now an ICU nurse manager at the Central Iowa VA in Des Moines. 

“I appreciate all of my experience at VA, my VA training and my VA ICU nurse experience,” 

she added. “That was really where I got the training it took to accomplish the mission. My 

whole background has been at VA so I’m appreciative of everything VA has given me. I’m 

very grateful to not only take care of Veterans on the front end but I’m also very passionate 

about working at VA and continuing the care for Veterans here at home.” 
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  How the PACT Act is Already      

Helping Veterans 

Veterans are applying for benefits and 

VA is expediting delivery 

 

The PACT Act is a historic new law that will help VA provide health care and benefits 

to millions of toxic-exposed Veterans and their survivors. Since President Biden 

signed the PACT Act into law on August 10, VA has been hard at work implementing 

this landmark bipartisan legislation—and Veterans have already begun to apply for the 

benefits they’ve earned and deserve. 

Here’s an update on what’s happened since August 10th: 

Veterans are applying for the PACT Act benefits they deserve 

The day after the PACT Act was signed into law (August 11), Veterans set an all-time 

record for filing online disability compensation claims. Since the PACT Act was 

signed, Veterans have filed more than 200,000 total claims—an increase of more than 

21% over the same period last year. And to date, VA has already received more than 

70,000 PACT Act-related claims from Veterans since August 10. 

Thousands of Veterans participated in toxic exposure screening pilot 

As a part of the PACT Act, VA will begin providing 5-minute toxic exposure screen-

ings to all Veterans enrolled in VA health care. On September 6, VA began a pilot of 

this program—screening 13,380 Veterans across 12 medical centers over a 2-week 

period, and finding a 37.4% concern of exposure among those Veterans. These results 

will help VA make toxic exposure screenings available to all Veterans in early Novem-

ber, and more importantly, make sure that VA provides all toxic-exposed Veterans with 

the care they need and the benefits they deserve.   



43 

 

 

VA expedited the timeline to deliver benefits to Veterans as soon as possible 

Instead of phasing-in conditions over the coming years (as outlined in the legislation), 

the Biden Administration decided to make all conditions in the PACT Act presumptive 

for benefits as of August 10, the day the bill was signed into law. We will begin pro-

cessing these benefits on the earliest date possible, which is January 1. 

VA will expand health care eligibility in October 

On October 1, VA will expand and extend eligibility for VA health care for certain 

Veterans of the Gulf Wars and post-9/11 era. This expansion will increase health care 

eligibility for hundreds of thousands of toxic-exposed Veterans. Additionally, VA has 

already expanded health care eligibility for certain Veterans of the Vietnam War. More 

detailed information about this expansion can be found on VA.gov/PACT. 

Meeting Veterans where they are 

Within minutes of the PACT Act passing the Senate, VA launched VA.gov/PACT—a 

one-stop-shop website where Veterans and their families can learn about the PACT 

Act and apply for health care or benefits. This website, which is available in English 

and Spanish, has garnered nearly 2.5 million views to date. 

Apply now. VA encourages Veterans and survivors to apply now for the PACT Act-

related benefits and care they deserve. All Veterans and survivors can go to VA.gov/

PACT or call us at 1-800-MYVA411 to learn more about what this legislation means 

for them. 
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The cross-section of a modern submarine being dismantled. Just a little 

technology squeezed in there! Not many know or realize that the actual amount of 

square footage available for crew “Living Space” is approximately equivalent to that 

available in a small to medium sized 3 bedroom house. Within that small “house” 

living amongst all the equipment and machinery with all the windows and doors 

sealed shut for up to 3+ months are between 120 and 140 submarine sailors. 

There are only enough bunks for about 2/3 of the crew and many bunks must be 

shared in shifts (Hot Bunking). Food is stashed everywhere possible including 

canned goods on the decks where the sailors literally walk on their food until they 

eat their way back down to the deck. No days off, no weekends, no holidays… 

24/7/365 they operate in the harshest environment on earth. They are a rare 

breed living in extremely tight quarters, often sleep deprived and stressed, hold-

ing the line for freedom and our way of life. May God bless and keep them!  
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 Hello First Coast Honor Flight Supporters:  

Our mission at First Coast Honor Flight (FCHF) is to pro-

vide a unique experience for our local Veterans in Wash-

ington D.C. to visit the memorials dedicated to honoring 

those who have served and sacrificed for our country.  

We consider it our honor to give our Veterans the opportunity to remember, celebrate, 

grieve, and gain closure for the time they sacrificed for our country.  

Unfortunately, the current limited commercial airline schedule from our Jacksonville 

Airport is not sufficient to provide our Veterans the experience they deserve in Wash-

ington D.C. Therefore, we have decided to postpone our planned October 2022 flight 

to April 2023.  

We're making great progress towards an April 2023 flight which will allow us to bring 

more Veterans and allow more time for the true experience that we want to be able to 

give our Veterans.  

Stay tuned for more information.  

We would welcome any connections you may have and will be creating some fundrais-

ing opportunities for you to help us make our April 2023 flight a reality!  

Your First Coast Honor Flight Team  

Candace Mabry, Fundraising Director, First Coast Honor Flight 

904-708-2445, cmabryfchf@gmail.com, www.firstcoasthonorflight.org  

  

“We can’t all be heroes, because somebody has to sit on the curb and applaud as they go by” 

-Will Rogers 
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The Men are the Mission! 

 

The Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) is charged with ac-

counting as fully as possible for our men. It is essential for DPAA to have 

additional funds to increase field operations in Vietnam, Laos and Cambo-

dia. Contact both your Senators and ask to increase the DPAA budget 

from $131 million to $175 million for FY2023. There are 1,584 Ameri-

cans still missing and unaccounted-for from the Vietnam War. No expense 

was spared to send them into battle...no expense should be spared to   

prioritize BRINGING THEM HOME!  
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Blue Angels Show Schedule 2023 

Jacksonville in October 
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The Florida Department of Veterans' Affairs 

Our App got an upgrade! The free App is a quick 

and easy way to access benefit information, look for 

available jobs, and connect to the latest news re-

garding Veterans’ issues. Get it now!  

https://app.floridavets.org/  

#FDVA #FLVets  

https://app.floridavets.org/
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The Florida Department of Veterans' Affairs 

Have you checked out the new 2022 Florida Veterans' 

Benefits Guide? It is now available for download. The 

annual guide helps connect Florida's Veterans and their 

families with earned federal and state benefits, services 

and support. It also contains helpful phone numbers 

and website addresses for additional information. To 

view online, click here: https://bit.ly/3BovveB. To 

download a copy for your records, click here: https://

bit.ly/3HYgTF0.  

 

https://bit.ly/3BovveB
https://bit.ly/3HYgTF0
https://bit.ly/3HYgTF0
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Are You eligible to file for benefits based on Presumptive Exposure? 

Were you exposed to hazardous materials while serving in the military, such as from Agent Or-

ange or burn pits? Did you serve in Vietnam, Thailand or Southwest Asia? If so, you may be eligible to 

file for service-connected benefits based on presumptive exposure. 

Over the course of the last six months, VA has begun processing service-connected disability claims for 

six new presumptive conditions related to exposure to hazardous materials. 

In May 2021, VA started implementing provisions of the William M. Thornberry National Defense Au-

thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (NDAA), adding bladder cancer, hypothyroidism and Parkinsonism 

to the list of medical conditions presumptively associated with exposure to Agent Orange. A few 

months later, VA added asthma, rhinitis and sinusitis (to include rhinosinusitis) on a presumptive basis 

based on particulate matter exposures during military service in Southwest Asia and certain other areas. 

Any Veteran who was previously denied service-connection for any of these six conditions but had 

symptoms manifest within 10 years of military service would need to file another claim. Be sure to 

use VA Form 20-0995, “Decision Review Request: Supplemental Claim” when filing. The claim form 

should include the name of the medical condition and also specify that the medical condition is being 

claimed due to in-service exposure to environmental hazards. 

VA is committed to assisting Veterans who may have been exposed to hazardous materials during their 

military service. 

Be sure to stay plugged in to www.va.gov for the most recent developments around environmental haz-

ards; VA is constantly conducting research and surveillance, as well as reviewing scientific literature for 

conditions that may be related to exposure during military service. 

If you feel you have a chronic condition attributed to an in-service exposure, we highly encourage you 

to file a claim. For more in-

formation about VA benefits 

and eligibility, or how to file a 

claim, Veterans and survivors 

can visit VA’s website 

at www.va.gov or call toll-

free at 1-800-827-1000. 
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From Veterans Council Chairman Bill Dudley 

Subject: VA Transportation Assistance     

I received the email below from Dr. McKenzie.  If any 

of our veterans require transportation assistance to 

any VA medical centers, have them call our CBOC at 

904- 829-0814 and ask for the primary social worker 

for help with transportation.    

We recently found that we are able to assist with pa-

tients who have significant issues with transportation 

to VA medical centers. Our primary care social worker 

can assist with this problem. Patient can call here and 

ask that she be notified of problem. She will be able to 

contact them and attempt to provide assistance.  

  

From Michael Isam 

The DAV van is now operating 5 days /week! 

It will now transport a full capacity of riders. 

Schedule your seat on the DAV Chapter 6 van. 

It departs from the large parking lot of the 

clinic at 0600!!!  

Contact the VA Clinic at 904-823-2954  
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Vietnam Veterans of America 

If you are a Vietnam Era Veteran and live in one of 

these counties, please contact the President for in-

formation as to how to join 

                           Chapter/President/email/Location 

1046   Albert White                                                             Duval 

1048   Bob Adkins      adk123robert@outlook.com  

1059   David Treffinger               dtreffinger433@msn.com; Clay 

1084   Ron Howard              ronehoward@gmail.com     

1088   Roy (Corky) Rudd            corkstopper50@yahoo.com; Nassau 

1092   Forest Hope                        foresthope@usa.net; Gainesville 

1134   Marvin Lagle                     mdlagle@gmail.com; Baker  
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Veterans Councils of Northeast Florida  

      BAKER COUNTY  

      President: Larry Porterfield  

      Meetings: 

      Second Thursday of each month  

      Location:  

      MacClenny Primitive Baptist Church  

      Fellowship Hall on North Boulevard  

                 Time : 1800 (6pm)  

 

CLAY COUNTY     DUVAL COUNTY     

President: Harry Silvers     President  

Meetings:      Meetings: 

First Wednesday of each month    Third Tuesday of each month 

Location:      Location: 

American Legion Post 250    American Legion Post 37 

3939 County Rd 218     Main Building 

Middleburg, FL 32068      San Juan Avenue   

Time: 1400 (2pm)     Tome: 1900 (7 pm) 

 

NASSAU COUNTY     St. Johns County 

President: Mike Doran     President: Bill Dudley 

Meetings:      Meetings: 

First Thursday of each month    Last Thursday of each month 

Location:      Location:  

American Legion Post 54    Health & Human Services building 

626 South 3rd St     Muscovy room, 1st floor 

Fernandina Beach fit 32034    200 San Sebastian View, St. Augustine 

Time: 1900 (7pm)     Time: 1900 (7pm) 
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The Veterans Council of St. Johns County is proud to           

announce that it has modernized its website and created        

a Facebook page. 

We are inviting all veterans to visit our website at:                          

NEW  http://www.veteranscouncilsjc.org  

The Veterans Council will post items of interest to 

all veterans, post pictures, articles, flyers, events, 

etc.  We will post our meetings dates and keep 

you informed about events at the Jacksonville 

and St. Augustine National Cemeteries. 

          Please join our group on Facebook at:       

                http://veteranscouncilsjc.org  

 

           Please select Join the Group to become a member 

. 

Once you have joined the Veterans Council Facebook group you 

will be able to post your meetings, pictures, articles, fund raisers, 

etc. It will be your common site to go to and see what’s happening. 

The website and Facebook page were updated and created so 

that there would be a central place to list all veterans activities in 

NE FL. 

You may have noticed the Veterans Council’s new logo, it was 

created by Roy Havekost. 

He can be contacted at webmaster@veteranscouncilsjc.org 

 

 

mailto:http://www.veteranscouncilofstjohns.org
http://veteranscouncilsjc.org
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 The Veterans Council of St. Johns County welcomes 

article submissions from all County Veterans & 

organizations. Articles should be of interest to all and 

veterans related. Submissions may be edited &/or 

shortened and used if space permits. 

Send to:  rothfeldm@gmail.com  

  
 
 

The Veterans Council of St. Johns County, Inc. is a        
Not For Profit Florida Corporation. 

 

Our formation date was July 4, 2001 in a proclamation 
issued by the St. Johns County Commissioners. It is 
composed of representatives of the various veterans' 
organizations within St. Johns County. 
 

The Veteran's Council will work with city and county 
governments and other local organizations to achieve 
the mutual goal to provide a central agency to assist in 
the coordination and presentation of matters concerning 
veterans and veterans activities in St. Johns County. 
 

The Veteran's Council will endeavor to precipitate, stim-
ulate and assist various organizations as they perform 
patriotic events. One of the major purposes is the pro-
motion and education of national patriotic matters. 
 

The St. Johns County Veterans Council meets the 

last Thursday of the month at 7 pm. 

 The Veterans Council will meet at the Coun-

ty Health & Human Services Building,       

200 San Sebastian View 

Auditorium, 1st floor 

Veterans Council of  St. Johns County,     

“Helping  All Veterans” 

Veterans Service Office 
 200 San Sebastian View, Suite 1400         

St. Augustine, FL 32084 

(physical location) 
The VSO Office is located in the St. Johns County Health and  

Human Services Building.  
 

The office is open from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. daily, 
Monday through Friday excluding holidays. 

  

Service is by appointment. 
Phone: 904-209-6160   Fax: 904-209-6161 

Joseph McDermott, VSO 

Travis Neidig, Assistant VSO 

Angela McKenzie, Assistant VSO 

Lori Chapman, Assistant VSO 

Anna Marie Scott, Office Specialist 

The views expressed in The Patriot Reader Newsletter articles, submissions and spotlights 

are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the views of the Veterans Council of 

St. Johns County or the editors of The Patriot Reader. It is the purpose of this periodical to 

share a variety of information that pertain to local veterans and their organizations.  


