
  

Chairman received the flag 

as his family member. The 

Veterans Council appreci-

ates the news coverage the 

local TV stations in Jackson-

ville provided which ac-

counted for the large turn-

out for Mr. Meade’s burial. 

I would like to encourage 

our veteran organizations to 

plan to attend our Veterans 

Council meetings held the 

last Thursday of each 

month. Our meetings are 

held in the Muscovy Room 

at the Health and Human 

Services Building, 200 San 

Sebastian View at 7 PM. 

Our attendance has been 

somewhat in decline the 

past few months and we 

would like to move back to 

the attendance levels of the 

past. Please plan to join us 

so we can stay connected.  

 

Bill Dudley, Chairman 

Veterans Council of St. 

Johns County 

 
 

 

   

Fellow Veterans: 

Our new year has launched 

with the recognition that 

2020 will be as exciting and 

challenging as this past 

year. The Veterans Council 

continues in dialogue with 

the VA about our new VA 

Clinic. We are concerned 

that after nearly 3 months 

since the groundbreaking 

there is no land clearing and 

construction under way. 

The holdup seems to be a 

negotiation of building rates 

with the contractor. The 

Veterans Council will con-

tinue to pursue this with 

the VA.  

Looking long term, after 

the VA relocates from the 

current temporary facility, 

the Veterans Council is de-

veloping a plan to leave 

these modular units in place 

and convert them into a 

Homeless Veterans facility. 

We are in discussions with 

the County, State, and VA 

about the best possible use 

of this property. This 

would satisfy a long sought 

after solution to the veteran 

homeless problem we have 

pursued for several years.  

St. Johns County has no  

 

suitable facilities for our 

homeless veterans and must 

relocate them to either Duval 

or Volusia Counties .The 

Veterans Council feels this is 

the best use of this property 

once the VA has vacated the 

site. We will continue to 

keep you informed concern-

ing this initiative.  

On Friday, 17 January, the 

Veterans Council conducted 

an indigent burial service at 

Jacksonville National Ceme-

tery for a homeless veteran 

from St. Johns County.  Mr. 

John Meade Jr. was interred 

with military honors with 

over 300 people in attend-

ance to pay their respects. 

Mr. Meade was well known 

in the downtown area of St. 

Augustine and was well 

thought of for his warmth and 

friendly spirit. When he 

passed away last November 

with no next of kin, the 

SAPD began a search for any 

living relatives. Finding none, 

the Veterans Council was no-

tified and as is our policy, we 

arranged for his service at 

JNC. Sgt. Major Ray Quinn, 

our Council Vice Chairman 

conducted the service and the 

Message from the Chairman February 2020      Volume 9, Issue  2 
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The Florida Department of Veterans’ Affairs operates six skilled nursing facilities and 
one assisted living facility. All facilities are licensed by the Agency for Health Care 
Administration and inspected annually by AHCA and the U.S. Department of Veter-
ans Affairs. The homes are supervised round the clock by registered and licensed 
nurses. Under the IRS tax code, monetary donations to specific state veterans’ homes 
are tax deductible. Per Florida Statutes, all such donations are to be used for the ben-
efit of the home and its residents. You may also support the State Homes for Veterans 
Trust Fund by making a $1 contribution when renewing your Driver License. Let the 
clerk know you’re a veteran. 

Resident Admission: Basic admission requirements for all state veterans’ homes in-
clude an honorable discharge, state residency prior to admission, and certification of 
need of assisted living or skilled nursing care as determined by a VA physician. A resi-
dent application package for each facility is available for view and downloading be-
low. For specific questions regarding admissions, please contact the Admissions Co-
ordinator at the numbers listed below. 

Employment: Our State Veterans’ Homes enjoy Five Star and Gold Seal ratings for the 
care they provide. You can come to work each day knowing your residents are re-
ceiving the best care possible. You can come to work knowing you will work with 
state-of-the-art technology and equipment to help you do your job well. You’ll be 
part of a team that improves quality of life for our veteran residents. For employment 
opportunities, call the FDVA Human Resources Office at (727) 518-3202, Ext. 5579 or 
visit the People First website at https://jobs.myflorida.com/joblist.html. 

Clyde E. Lassen State Veterans’ Nursing Home in St. Augustine – The Clyde E. Lassen 
State Veterans’ Nursing Home in St. Augustine (St. Johns County) opened to residents 
in 2010. The 120-bed facility offers skilled nursing care and can accommodate 60 resi-
dents with dementia/Alzheimer’s disease.  

Margaret Kaplan, Administrator   

Call (904) 940-2193 for more information. Address: 4650 State Road 16, St. Augustine, 
FL 32092 

 

 

 

Clyde E. Lassen State Veterans Nursing Home 
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 The Jacksonville National Cemetery 
Greetings from the Support              

Committee at  the Jacksonville                     
National Cemetery 

 The Support Committee invites everyone to 
attend its next scheduled meeting. The 

meeting will be at 7:00pm. The meeting will take place at Community Hospice,              
4266 Sunbeam Rd., Jacksonville,   FL 32257 in Conference Room A. 

Jacksonville National Cemetery Support Committee Meetings for 2018 
 At Community Hospice of NE FL. 

4266 Sunbeam Rd, Jacksonville, FL 32257  
Hadlow Bldg – Conference Room A   7:00pm 

 DATES OF 2020 SC at JNC MEETINGS, All on Mondays 
March 2nd, April 6th, May 4th 

Oct 5th, Nov 2nd, Dec 7th 

MEMORIAL DAY EVENT - Saturday, May 23rd 
WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA 2020 - Saturday, December 19th. 

+++++++++++2018/19,20 Officers of the SCJNC++++++++++++  

Chairman: Steve Spickelmier 

Vice Chairman: Bill Dudley, Treasurer: John Mountcastle 

 Assistant Treasurer: Michael Rothfeld, Secretary: Kathy Church  

Master-At-Arms: Joe McDermott,  Historian: Kathy Cayton 

Chaplain: Rev. Patrick A. Archuleta, Sr. 

 The Veterans Council of St. Johns County meets on the following dates, all are invited to attend. We 

meet at the county Health & Human Services building, 200 San Sebastian View, at 7 pm 

                                                              Future meeting Speakers:                     

Jan. 30         St. Augustine Sea Cadet  Battalion,  Pledge with Sea Cadets Color Guard  

                     Beth Heath, We Can Be Heroes Foundation 

Feb. 27       Deborah Brannon, Regent, Daughters of the American Revolution, Maria Jefferson Chapt. 

                     Beth Heath, We Can Be Heroes Foundation 

Mar. 26       Sharon Unger, President Veterans Village of NE FL 

         Shiva Thompson, Yoga 4 Change  

Apr. 30       Carl “Jeff” Lay, 1SG US Veterans Reserve Corps. FL 

                     Kathy Fleming, Exec. Dir., St Augustine Lighthouse, WW II Coast Guard Project 

May 28       Dr. Roger Smith, Military History of Colonial St. Augustine 
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The Veterans Council of St. Johns County, Inc. 

This is Who We Are 

The objective of the Veterans Council of St. Johns Coun-

ty, Inc. is to be of assistance to all Veterans who have 

been honorably discharged from any of the military 

branches of the United States of America and have a res-

idence in St. Johns County. 

Its formation date was July 4, 2001 in a proclamation issued by the St. Johns 

County Commissioners. It is comprised of representatives of the various veter-

ans' organizations within St. Johns County such as Posts 194 and 233 of the 

American Legion, Veterans  of Foreign Wars Bryan Tutten Post 2391, The  Vi-

etnam Veterans of America Leo C. Chase Chapter 1084, The Combat Veterans 

Motorcycle Association Post 20-2, AMVETS and The Purple Heart Society. The 

Veterans Council works with city and county governments and local organiza-

tions to achieve the mutual goal of providing a central agency which  assists in 

the coordination and dissemination of matters concerning Veterans and Veter-

ans’ activities in St. Johns County.  

The Veteran's Council informs and assists various organizations as they develop 

patriotic events. It organizes and hosts many annual 

events such as celebrations of Veterans Day, The Veter-

ans Day Event this year will be on Monday, November 

11, at Anastasia Baptist Church, starting at 9:00 am. This 

year we are celebrating Memorial Day, Wreaths Across 

America and Homeless Veterans Stand Down. The 

Council actively supports The St. Augustine National Cemetery, The Jackson-

ville National Cemetery, Missing In America Project, Disabled American Veter-

ans, The USMC Oldest City Detachment, Vietnam Veterans of America, Military 

Officers of America Oldest City Chapter, The Navy League of the United States-

St. Augustine/Palm Coast Chapter and the Cecil Field POW/MIA Memorial.  

The Veterans Council organizes, supports and hosts many annual Veterans and 

patriotic events, i.e., Veterans Day, Memorial Day, Wreaths Across America, 
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Homeless Veterans Stand Down, and actively supports: The St. Augustine Na-

tional Cemetery, The Jacksonville National Cemetery, Missing In America Pro-

ject, Disabled American Veterans, The USMC Oldest City Detachment, Vietnam 

Veterans of America, Military Officers Association of America Oldest City 

Chapter, The Navy League of the United States- St. Augustine/Palm Coast 

Council, and the recently established Cecil Field POW/MIA Memorial. The 

Council actively supports the Clyde Lassen State Veterans Nursing Home with 

donations and program support. 

 One of the major activities of the Veterans Council is the promotion of nation-

al patriotism through education by working closely with stu-

dents and teachers to foster this.  To achieve this goal the 

Council works with the St. John’s County School System. The 

Council provides Veteran speakers, conducts essay contests,  

supports the JROTC programs and donates the five documen-

taries it produced,  featuring local Veterans.  The documen-

taries have been provided to all Public High Schools in St. 

Johns County as well as local libraries, colleges, museums and 

veterans groups.   

According to the 2017 VA Veteran Population demographic information there 

are 1,525,400 veterans living in the state of Florida with 19,623 veterans living 

in St. Johns County and the 2018 estimate is over 23,000, with the largest group 

being Vietnam era veterans at over 6,711. Florida is the third largest state after 

California and Texas in veteran population. 

The Veterans Council of St. Johns County is an amalgam of over 28 veterans’ 

groups who send their representatives to the Council’s monthly meeting.  The 

Veterans Council meets the last Thursday of every month in the County Health  

and Human Services building, 200 San Sebastian View, St. Augustine, Muscovy 

Room at 7:00 P.M. All Veteran groups and individuals who are Veterans are in-

vited to attend. The Council provides each County Veterans group with month-

ly meeting Minutes and Agenda. 

 Each month the Council meeting has speakers addressing current veterans re 



6 

 

lated issues. The Council has a well received monthly newsletter, The Patriot 

Reader, (all issues are posted at: www.veteranscouncilsjc.org/newsletter.htm )  

that is emailed to thousands of veterans and veterans’ groups. The newsletter 

contains monthly events, educational articles, service stories of local veterans 

and meeting dates. All are encouraged to submit articles and pictures. The 

Council also maintains a website (www.veteranscouncilsjc.org) that can ac-

cessed for daily Council information and links to VA resources, VA Health re-

leases and newspaper articles that discuss veterans’ issues. The Council has a 

very large Facebook presence (Veterans Council of St. Johns County, FL) and 

posts information daily. 

The Council proudly supports the Veterans Treatment Court. The Council fi-

nancially assists veterans that are enrolled in the program with temporary 

loans for rent, food, car payments, utilities and clothing. The Veterans Treat-

ment Court is dedicated to helping veterans address the underlying problems 

which led to their involvement in the criminal justice system. The Veterans 

Council provides mentors to each participant, “Battle Buddies”, who are avail-

able 24/7 to assist with any issues that arise. Veterans’ Courts make the commu-

nity safer and the Council assists by providing room, board, transportation and 

may pay bills for the veteran until he/she are able to become a contributing 

member of society. 

The Veterans Council of St. Johns County welcomes all new county veterans 

and encourages them to attend one of its meetings. 

The St. Johns County Veterans Service Officers are: Joseph McDermott, Rick 

Rees, and Travis Neidig. They are located in the St. Johns County Health & Hu-

man Services Building, 200 San Sebastian View, St. Augustine, FL. 32084. Their 

phone number is 904-209-6160. 

The St. Augustine Community Based Outpatient Clinic, named after 

Leo C. Chase Jr. , the first soldier from the county Killed in Action in 

Vietnam, is located at 100 Deerfield Preserve Blvd., St. Augustine, FL 

32086. 
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The National POW/MIA Memorial & Museum at Cecil Field Select Page  

Endorsement of H.R. 4446 from the National League of POW/MIA Families 

 The POW/MIA Memorial and Museum at Cecil Field is proud to have the official endorsement of H.R. 

4446 from the National League of POW/MIA Families for the National Designation. 

Dear Members of the Board, 

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the National League of POW/MIA Families, this let-

ter serves as notification of our strong endorsement of the Cecil Field POW/MIA Memorial, 

Inc., and support for efforts to designate a portion of former Naval Air Station Cecil Field as 

the National POW/MIA Memorial and Museum. Toward achieving this objective, we unanimously support pas-

sage of H.R. 4446 to officially establish that designation and will be seeking widespread support. 

As we understand it, the 26-acre property, located on POW/MIA Memorial Parkway, Jacksonville, Florida, will 

serve as the only public memorial museum of its kind that will focus on missing and unaccounted-for POW/

MIAs, in every branch of service from all wars and conflicts. It will not only be a place to honor these missing 

Americans, but will also provide visitors interactive education about the history of the POW/MIA accounting 

mission and ongoing efforts by our government and private citizens to achieve the fullest possible accounting. 

The National League of POW/MIA Families was incorporated in 1970 with a single, three-fold purpose: the re-

lease of all prisoners, the fullest possible accounting for the missing, and repatriation of all recoverable remains of 

those who died serving our nation during the Vietnam War. The POW/MIA flag originated with the League in 

1970 and is now recognized as a symbol of all Americans missing and unaccounted-for from our nation’s past 

wars and conflicts. 

This POW/MIA logo is known throughout the world and signals to America’s Armed Forces that should they be 

captured or become missing, our nation will do its very best to return them to their families and the country they 

served. The effort to account as fully as possible for unreturned US veterans continues at a level higher than ever 

before in our nation’s history, and we are determined to press ahead until our realistic accounting objectives are 

achieved. 

The League deeply appreciates the vision of Cecil Field POW/MIA Memorial, Inc. in moving forward to estab-

lish this commemorative location as a destination for all who wish to honor and remember these warriors who 

served our country in ways most US personnel were not called upon to endure. When the National POW/MIA 

Memorial and Museum is completed, it will serve as a symbol to America’s veterans, family members, historians 

and everyday citizens of our nation’s determination to stand behind those who serve our country – including our 

POWs and MIAs – and make every reasonable effort to bring them home. 

Ann Mills-Griffiths 

Chairman of the Board & CEO 

cc: League Board of Directors 
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Restored World War II destroyer could open as floating naval museum downtown    

Proposed project passed a major hurdle  by Jim Piggott 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. – The USS Orleck, a restored World War II destroyer, could open in April as a floating 

naval museum in downtown Jacksonville. 

The proposed project passed a major hurdle Wednesday when it got unanimous approval from the Downtown 

Development Authority to berth near the old Shipyards site on the Northbank. Now it’s up to the Jacksonville 

City Council to say yes. 

It has been the dream of the Jacksonville Historic Naval Ship Association for years to open a floating museum 

along the St. Johns River. That dream faded somewhat a little more than a year ago when the Navy hedged on a 

deal to allow the USS Adams to call Jacksonville home. Since then, another opportunity floated in -- the USS Or-

leck, which is already a floating museum in Lake Charles, Louisiana, where it is set to close. 

“She is open for business right now in Lake Charles,” Daniel Bean, president of Jacksonville Historic Naval Ship 

Association, said Wednesday. “There would be no change in the operation and she would be towed here and we 

would want to take visitors the first day.” 

There are some hurdles, such as a dry dock inspection to make sure the ship is sound and could survive the tow 

to Jacksonville. 

News4Jax asked Bean why Lake Charles would give it up. 

“The individual that purchased the pier side wanted to use it for a different development where she’s located in 

Lake Charles,” Bean said. 

Bean and his group say the loss is Jacksonville’s gain. They had raised funds in the past to bring in the USS Ad-

ams, and now they are just shifting the focus. It appears getting the $2.8 million in private donations is not going 

to be a problem, as much of the donations for the USS Adams are still available. 

The mayor’s office told News4Jax that it is supportive of the idea. 

The City Council is expected to give a thumbs-up to the proposed floating museum that would tie in with any 

development planned for the downtown area. 
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Homeless St. Augustine veteran laid to rest with military honors 

by Christen Kelley, St. Augustine Record 

A homeless St. Augustine man was inurned at Jacksonville National Cemetery on Friday 

after the community worked together to honor his memory. 

John Meade made his home on the streets of St. Augustine, where he would befriend the 

shopkeepers and regulars to St. George Street. 

He enjoyed sitting on the bench outside of Bear Mountain Outfitters, feeding the pigeons and making small talk with 

whoever passed by, like Dionna Tackett. 

“He was just a sweet, nice guy and when you would try to do things for him, he would reverse on you and try to do 

something for you instead if he could,” Tackett said. “Every now and then I would bring him a home-cooked dinner, 

and he would get so excited about the smallest of things. He just touched a lot of people.” 

When he died in November, his friends worked together with the St. Augustine Police Department to find out more 

about Meade and his life. 

“John Meade Jr. was a unique soul and connected with everyone he met,” the St. Augustine Police Department wrote 

in a recent Facebook post. “That’s what the St. Augustine Police Department’s Outreach Team exhausted all re-

sources to find information that would help them learn a little more about Meade. Unfortunately, Meade lived off the 

grid alone.” 

That’s when it was learned that Meade had served in the Army from 1966 to 1968. Having no family to claim his 

body, SAPD arranged for him to be cremated and inurned at the Jacksonville National Cemetery with full military 

honors. 

Dozens showed up to pay their respects to Meade, including members of veterans groups from across Northeast Flor-

ida. A flag was donated to the cemetery in his honor. 

Ray Quinn, Vice Chairman of the St. Johns County Veterans Council, led the 

ceremony, reminding those in attendance that while little is known about 

Meade, he will always be a soldier. 

“We know little of John’s life, but we know that his days in St. Augustine 

touched the lives of many,” Quinn said. “We here today, we represent John’s family.” 

Tackett said a photo of Meade by local photographer Gary Le Vielle contributed to the outpouring of support. It was 

shared across Facebook and upon seeing it, even people who hadn’t met Meade wanted to honor him. 

“Every single person that I’ve spoke to that has seen that picture of him or met him when they passed him by, they all 

loved him,” Tackett said. “It’s so wonderful because he really did deserve this.” 
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               Fire Watch launches mobile app to combat veteran suicide 

Councilman Rory Diamond, a veteran advocate says the app is aimed at 

connecting vets with local resources in emergency situations  

Author: Kamrel Eppinger (First Coast News)   

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — It's estimated that 20 veterans commit sui-

cide every day in the United States. In an effort to reduce that number, 

on Thursday, The Fire Watch Program rolled out a new app to help local veterans during crisis situations.  

When it comes to helping warfighters against suicide, Councilman Rory Diamond said more work needs to be 

done. "I'm just so tired of our national shame and our national disgrace of veteran suicide," he said. "Twenty vet-

erans a day is totally unacceptable, we have to bring it down we have to do it as a community and we can do it, 

it's preventable." 

Diamond is a veteran advocate who has committed his life to bring an end to what he calls an epidemic.  In a re-

cently released veterans affairs report, there were more than 6,100 veterans who died by suicide in 2017. That 

number has hovered right around the 6,000 mark for each of the last five years nationally, with at least 500 veter-

ans in Florida in 2017. 

Nearly three months after the passing of the Fire Watch Program in Northeast Florida, coordinators are now roll-

ing out an app to join in on the fight against veteran suicide. The Fire Watch App is an extension of the support 

program which provides local resources for veterans to receive emergency help. With a simple tap, a veteran can 

get in touch with first responders or the veteran suicide hotline. 

"Veteran suicide crisis is one that we are not winning, we're losing and we need to bring everything we have to 

the fight including all the modern technology," Diamond said. "Almost everybody has a phone and here's how we 

can help veterans wherever they are." The app also aims to connect thousands of local veterans with religious 

leaders, volunteers and help them build relationships with them to provide one-on-one counseling and support. 

 

"Fire Watch in the Army and Marines means the guy or lady who is waiting up late to keep an eye on their broth-

ers and sister in arms to make sure that if harm comes, they will wake them up to be there to the rescue," he said. 

"The same thing now as veterans look after each other and see what's going on." 

 

There also an option for anyone to make donations directly to the Northeast Florida vet suicide 

prevention agency, an opportunity for anyone to get involved join in on the fight. 

 

"It needs to be a local effort," he said. "The way we stop veteran suicide is all of us working to-

gether, we're bringing our community tighter and closer together. Often the difference between 

not suicide and suicide is knowing that one person in the world cares about you and what we 

are doing is connecting Those people together." 
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JROTC cadets take a Military Heritage Trail Ride 

The Record 

The Marine Corps Junior ROTC unit of Jean Ribault High School in Jacksonville partici-

pated in the St. Augustine Military Heritage Trail Ride on Dec. 9. The Ancient City Chap-

ter of the Military Officers Association of America coordinated the ride and MOAA May-

port Historic Chapter sponsored the event. The ride highlighted historic points of military 

importance in St. Augustine that are generally off the beaten path. 

Kicking off at the Fort Mose Museum classroom, Thomas Graham shared the military his-

tory of America's oldest city. Nancy Birchall, a life-long city resident, narrated a bus tour 

of some of the many other attractions. At the next stop, cadets were treated to a lecture 

by Col. Rik Erkelens, U.S. Army, retired, in Oglethorpe Battery Park, about the attempt-

ed siege of St. Augustine by the British. Continuing the tour to the St. Augustine National 

Cemetery adjacent to the Florida National Guard Headquarters, Alison Simpson, histori-

an for the National Guard, provided a detailed story of the most significant grave sites and 

their occupants. 

The day concluded at Fort Mose where everyone was treated to a lunch of authentic 

MREs [Meals Ready to Eat], the field rations of the U.S. military. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marine Corps Junior ROTC unit of Jean Ribault High School, Jacksonville. 

[CONTRIBUTED PHOTO] 
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    The Veterans Council’s Summary of 2019 Activities 

This past year has been an active one for the Veterans Council of St. Johns 

County, Inc., as it continues its Mission “To Help and Assist All Veterans”. 

The Council’s help and assistance in 2019 has taken many 

forms. 

                     Honoring and Remembering Veterans 

The Council’s annual Memorial Day Ceremony, a day on 

which those who died in active military service are remembered, was commemorated at 

the historic, serene, St. Augustine National Cemetery in a solemn ceremony attended by 

over 300 spectators. 

Prior to the Council’s Veterans Day Program, Chairman Bill 

Dudley and Vice Chairman Ray Quinn were presented with a 

Veterans Day Proclamation from the St. Johns County 

Board of Commissioners. 

Veterans Day in St. Augustine is the Vet-

erans Council’s signature event and attended by over 1000 people. 

The doors of Anastasia Baptist Church 

were opened at 9:00 am to allow the pub-

lic to view over 50 display tables showcas-

ing local non-profits and veterans organizations. Returning was the 

Traveling Vietnam Wall and for the first time the Wall on Terror 

Wall. The Veterans Day ceremony commemorated the 75th Anni-

versary of the D Day Invasion with 3 WW II veterans in attendance and recognized from 

the podium. The Council recognized, with a formal march in, 

JROTC units from five county High Schools and in its continu-

ing support program had the St. Augustine/Palm Coast Sea Ca-

det Battalion present the colors. Returning for the 3rd year was 

the St. Johns Center for the Arts Chamber Singers led by Direc-

tor Jeff Dodd. 
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   Wreaths Across America, a National Ceremony, 

was successful again this year as every headstone in the 

St. Augustine National Cemetery was covered with a holiday wreath. 

                                            Helping and Informing Veterans 

The Council invites speakers to its monthly meetings that are both 

educational and informative. In 2019 we had speakers from the VA, 

Zaharias Women’s Veteran Network, Vets4Vets, Military Museum of 

N. FL., Community Hospice, Military Order of the Purple Heart, 

and the St. Johns County Property Appraiser speaking about Veterans 

Tax Exemptions. Additionally, Capt. Bob Buehn, USN ret. spoke about his years command-

ing Guantanamo Bay Base in Cuba and LTC Barry Bridger spoke about his time as a 

POW in Vietnam. 

As part of the Council’s continuing Education program, Council Chairman Dudley & mem-

bers attended an the Agent Orange Town Hall at the Univ. of N. FL. The Council continued 

donating its 5 local veterans history series to Museums and veteran’s groups in FL. 

Every September, the Council organizes and staffs the Homeless Veterans Stand Down 

at the Elks Lodge 829. Provided to all homeless are food, haircuts, 

showers, counseling, dental, clothes, boots and VA assistance. 

Now in its third year, the Council continues to support financially 

and with mentors the very successful Veterans Treatment Court 

with more and more veterans graduating each year. 

DAV 6, with the financial support of the Veterans Council has a new 

DAV van now in service to take veterans daily from St. Augustine to 

the Gainesville VA at no charge. 

Chairman Dudley and Vice Chairman Quinn 

presented the new Fire Station 5 with a  

MIA/POW flag as well as an American flag to proudly fly over the 

new Fire Station. 

The SJC Veterans Council is an original member of Fire Watch. This is a new program that 

will soon be set up in five Northeast Florida counties to combat the rising tide of military  
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veteran suicides with one-on-one counseling, emphasizing the local 

touch.  

      Supporting Special Veterans Events 

FL Governor DeSantis, Congressmen Rutherford and Waltz broke ground on new 

St. Augustine VA Clinic.  Existing services will remain to include 

primary care, mental health, phlebotomy, podiatry, physical thera-

py and virtual care. 

Chairman Dudley, working with the St. Johns 

County Board of County Commissioners assisted 

in having reserved parking spots designated 

“Veterans Only” at the county VSO building. More signs and locations are 

being considered. 

The Veterans Council continues its support of the Clyde Lassen State Veter-

ans Nursing Home, the National Cemeteries in St. Augustine and Jacksonville as well as the 

County JROTCs. 

Plans are already under way to continue and expand the Council’s supporting and assisting 

veterans in 2020 and your help and support is always welcome. 

To assist in our many programs please contact Veterans Council Chairman William Dudley:  

anuday00@aol.com 

The Veterans Council’s website is available at:  

www.veteranscouncilsjc.org  

On Facebook: LIKE – Veterans Council of St. Johns County, Inc. to find up to date daily vet-

eran’s articles, VA Updates, Upcoming events and Meeting information 

To subscribe and receive the highly acclaimed Veterans Council monthly newsletter, The Pa-

triot Reader, please contact Editor Michael Rothfeld, rothfeldm@gmail.com now in its 

10th year of providing veterans with information they can use. 

Past issues of the Patriot Reader can be viewed at: 

http://www.veteranscouncilsjc.org/newsletter.htm  
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 Ground broken for National POW/MIA Memorial & Museum in Jacksonville 

FL Times Union  by Teresa Stepzinski  

 

Northeast Florida military veterans came together Saturday to honor comrades in arms 

who were prisoners of war or missing in action. A standing-room-only crowd wept, 

hugged and prayed during the groundbreaking ceremony for the estimated $82 million 

National POW/MIA Memorial & Museum being built at Cecil Commerce Center in 

Jacksonville. 

Military veterans from throughout Northeast Florida came together Saturday morning 

to honor comrades in arms who were prisoners of war or missing in action and re-

member their sacrifice. 

A standing-room-only crowd that including former prisoners of war, as well as the 

families of those missing in action and Gold Star families, wept, hugged and prayed 

during a solemn ceremony marking the groundbreaking for the estimated $82 million 

National POW/MIA Memorial & Museum. 

The first of its kind, the memorial and museum is being built at 6112 POW-MIA Me-

morial Parkway at Cecil Commerce Center, which is the former Naval Air Station Cec-

il Field jet base on the Westside of Jacksonville. 

Cecil Field POW/MIA Memorial Inc., a nonprofit organization, is leading the multi-

phase memorial and museum project. 

"Our mission is to honor all former prisoners of war, [and] remember and never forget 

those missing-in-action heroes and the families who seek their return," said Mike Cas-

sata, organization executive director. 

The memorial and museum is being built on 26 acres. 

About 82,000 American military personnel are listed as missing in action and unac-

counted for since World War II, according to the Defense POW/MIA Accounting 

Agency. The agency works to account as fully as possible for the missing soldiers, sail-

ors and air crew members. 
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Retired U.S. Air Force Capt. William "Bill" Arcuri was flying his 44th mission when his 

aircraft was shot down Dec. 20, 1972, over Yin Ven, North Vietnam. He was captured, 

thrown into a prison camp and was a prisoner of war until Feb. 12, 1973. Because of 

his injuries, Arcuri was among the first group of POWs to be released. 

The keynote speaker, Arcuri said a project like the National POW/MIA Memorial & 

Museum keeps the issue alive in the minds of government officials and citizens. 

"We who came home must never forget those who did not," Arcuri said. 

The existing NAS Cecil Field Memorial Park was dedicated to those naval aviators sta-

tioned at NAS Cecil Field during the Vietnam and Desert Storm War eras. It is being 

transformed into the new museum and memorial, which supporters say will be "world 

class." 

The groundbreaking was for Phase 1 — estimated at about $5 million — of the five-

year project. Phase 1 calls for restoring and using the historic military chapel — named 

the Chapel of the High Speed Pass. 

Just to the north of the chapel, there will be a display of four aircraft that flew out of 

Cecil Field. The existing grounds of the memorial park will be enhanced, and a replica 

of the USS Saratoga (CV-60) will be built, according to the plans, 

The chapel renovation is nearly complete, and it served as home base for the ground-

breaking ceremony. The jet display and memorial brick areas have been designed and 

permitted. 

The project is 59 percent funded, according to the organization. 

"There is not a national memorial for all missing in action in the United States. ... We 

certainly hope to fill a significant void that has been left in all of the national veterans 

memorials," he said. 

Their goal, he said, is to establish a site honoring all prisoners of war and those still 

missing in action and that it will will serve as an historic destination site for the nation. 

It is intended to serve and educate the general public through exhibits, special events, 

activities and through STEAM —Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mechani-
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cal — programs. 

Financial contributions as well as donations of materials for the project are welcome. 

"This is the beginning of something that we feel will be paramount for the city of Jack-

sonville, as well as the nations veterans," said Buddy Harris, a retired U.S. Navy com-

mander, who serves as National POW/MIA Memorial and Museum spokesman. 

When completed, the memorial and museum will be unique in that no other will be as 

comprehensive on the mission of helping ensure that prisoners of war and those miss-

ing in action are not forgotten, Harris said. 

Harris said. 

"We hope have it as a sanctuary for the families of the MIAs and also for the former 

POWs," he said. 
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From Kathy Beaudoin Church     

    MISSING IN AMERICA PROJECT - FLORIDA,   UPDATE – JANUARY 23, 2020 

The purpose of the MIA Project is to locate, identify and inter the unclaimed cremated remains 

of American veterans through the joint efforts of private, state and federal organizations. To pro-

vide honor and respect to those who have served this country by securing a final resting place for 

these forgotten heroes. We are a nationwide 501 (c) 3 nonprofit that relies solely on donations to 

work our project. 

MIAP – FL held its latest CALL TO HONOR #22 at the South Florida National Cemetery in 

Lake Worth, FL. This service was on Thursday, November 6, 2019 @ 10:00am. This was a full military with honors service. 

The veterans interred at the service served in the US Army, Marine Corps. and Navy, during World War I, World War II, Korea 

and Vietnam. The longest that any of these interred had been unclaimed is since 1968. We interred 19 veterans and 5 spouses of 

veterans. 

Our volunteers continue to dedicate their time to locate the unclaimed cremains of veterans in the State of Florida. I myself con-

tinue to travel the State doing presentations to get more supporters and volunteers to join us for this honorable project. Florida 

now have teams working in Brevard County, Volusia County, Broward County, Miami-Dade, Polk County, Marion and Duval 

County. We have a new team that will be starting in Marion County. We are still in need of volunteers to work across the state 

of FL. The Vietnam Veterans Association in Florida is coming on strong with MIAP, putting together teams in several counties. 

Please go to our NEWLY DESIGNED website at www.miap.us to read more about our project and find out how you can be-

come involved with MIAP in your area. You may contact me at anytime at my information listed below. We also have Facebook 

pages for Florida and other states. 

MIAP NATION WIDE PROGRESS TO DATE,  As of 01/23/2020 

Total Funeral Homes Visited - 2,380  Cremains Found – 20,099 

Veterans Cremains Identified - 4,599  Veterans Interred - 4,262 

MIAP FLORIDA PROGRESS TO DATE-As of 01/23/2020 

Total Funeral Homes Visited – 186 

Cremains Found – 1,933        Number to be interred – 95 

Missions Scheduled – 0   Veterans Interred – 343 

Spouses Interred – 124      Dependents Interred -1 

 

Kathy Church, MIAP – FL State Coordinator 

(904)219-3035, 1205 2nd St. S., Jacksonville, FL 32250 

miapjax@yahoo.com 
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St. Augustine National Cemetery, St. Augustine, FLA 

Community steps up to help Veterans   by Michael Isam 

It was one of those perfect St. Augustine days. Cool, but not cold. Enough wind blowing to make the 

"Old Glory" wave proudly over the final resting places of those who gave their last full measure of de-

votion dating back to Dade's Massacre on December 28, 1835. 

Scheduled to begin at 08:30 A.M., volunteers arrived well ahead of that time and began removing 

wreaths using poles to carry 15 to 20 wreaths at a time. The last wreaths were removed at 08:32 A.M.  

Veterans of many organizations and branches, women, men, teenagers and one pre-schooler made short 

work of removing  nearly 1300 wreaths. 

William Dudley, President of the Veterans Council of St. Johns expressed a heartfelt "Thank you" to all. 

Pictures by Michael Isam 
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                 St. Augustine Chapter 6, Disabled American Veterans 

Ride in comfort to your appointment at the VA Medical Center in Gainesville. 

The van leaves no later than 6AM from the VA Clinic located at 195 Southpark Blvd on the corner       

of Old Moultrie 

To schedule your seat, please contact the VA Clinic at 904-823-2954, and ask for                                      

Veteran Van Scheduling 

Round trip Van Service for Veterans is HERE  

From St. Augustine, FL to the VA Medical Center in Gainesville.  

 The van will depart Gainesville approximately 2pm to arrive back in St. Augustine about 4pm.  

The van IS NOT equipped to transport wheelchair patients.  

We are asking that reservations be made 1 (one) week in advance. 

All reservations are on a first come, first serve basis.  When the seats are full, the seats are full.  

To schedule a seat on the van,  

please call the VA Clinic at 904-823-2954 and ask for Veteran Van Scheduling.  

If you have MORE THAN ONE APPOINTMENT on the same date, please inform the scheduler.  

Please have the following information available: Date and time of appointment(s), and which depart-

ment(s).   

Inform the scheduler of where you live.  We have pick-up points in Palatka and other places.  

As with all things VA, there are certain rules and regulations:  

NO ALCOHOL, NO FIREARMS or OTHER WEAPONS and NO SMOKING.   

(We don’t make the rules, we just have to follow them.) 
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From the Dept. of Defense 

"Starting Jan. 1, 2020, the Department of Defense is expanding access 

to military commissaries, exchanges, and morale, welfare and recrea-

tion facilities for certain Veterans and caregivers. Those eligible for ac-

cess include all service-connected Veterans, Purple Heart recipients, 

former Prisoners of War (POW), and those approved and designated 

as the primary family caregivers of eligible Veterans. To acquire the in-

person privileged access, all eligible Veterans must obtain a Veteran 

Health Identification Card (VHIC)." 

From John Mountcastle 

On January 1, 2020, Veterans with service-connected disabilities (and some oth-

ers) will have physical access to military exchanges, commissaries and other mo-

rale, welfare and recreation facilities. 

Veterans need VHIC for in-person Commissary, Military Exchange, MWR access 

- VAntage Point 

https://www.blogs.va.gov/VAntage/68479/veterans-need-vhic-for-in-

person-commissary-military-exchange-and-mwr-access/?sfns=mo  

https://www.blogs.va.gov/VAntage/68479/veterans-need-vhic-for-in-person-commissary-military-exchange-and-mwr-access/?sfns=mo
https://www.blogs.va.gov/VAntage/68479/veterans-need-vhic-for-in-person-commissary-military-exchange-and-mwr-access/?sfns=mo
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  Why are the younger Veterans avoiding the Veteran Service Organizations? 

  
Why are the younger Veterans avoiding the Vet-
eran Service Organizations? 
Before I researched why the post-Vietnam gen-
eration of Veterans were not joining Veteran 
Service Organizations (VSO), I asked myself, 
“Why wouldn’t veterans want to be around oth-
er veterans?” Truly, participating in a VSO pro-
vides a unique opportunity to serve our commu-

nity with people from all walks of life, and also offers the opportunity to share the 
bond and comradery that melds us together as proud United States Veterans.   
   
After months of research, most of which involved visiting many VSOs in several 
states, the answer became obvious: In all of the VSOs that I had the pleasure of 
visiting, I found that VSOs are standing by and waiting for this younger generation 
of veterans to just walk in and join like their fathers and grandfathers before them. 
And this appeared to be the “marketing strategy” to bolster membership in many, 
if not all, of the VSOs. Many VSOs rely solely on their names to entice these 
young veterans to show up and join, and most have a marketing campaign that 
hasn’t quite made it into the 21st Century. And quite frankly, some of the messag-
ing is a little misleading. For example, I remember getting a package from a VSO 
that looked like an official government envelope until I opened it and discovered 
much to my dismay that this official-looking correspondence was in fact a mem-
bership package.  I thought the BOLD RED ink demanding some type of action 
was a little over the top.  When I read “send money along with application and you 
will receive a multi-tool with your new membership”, I decided to throw the 
whole envelope away.  
 
The current VSO image and what the younger veteran generation think about local 
VSOs is real; they see a building with a couple windows, a dimly lit smoke-filled 
room with a pool table or darts with “Bingo Night” being boldly advertised as the 
biggest event happening at that particular location. How do we get the younger 
veterans to be part of that? The answer is we don’t.  WE MUST CHANGE.  The 
thought that eventually the younger veterans will join because they are missing the 
comradery is a false notion.  There are too many newer and younger VSOs that 
have popped-up in the recent years for them to join leaving a vast number of VSOs 
competing for membership from a much smaller pool of veterans.   
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The one positive aspect from the VSOs, one that no one can take away, is that they 
have held firm in the support of the various veteran issues in Washington, D.C. for 
decades, and have dedicated much of their efforts in resolving very troubling vet-
eran issues involving the Veterans Administration that have surfaced in recent 
years. The more established veteran service organizations have a voice with the 
Congress and President regardless of the dominant political party.  Senators, Rep-
resentatives, and Presidents have made speeches at VSO national conventions be-
cause politicians know that they need the support of these Veteran Service Organi-
zations.  Politicians listen to them because of the membership numbers which un-
fortunately are declining.   
 
What positive actions can the VSOs take to build membership? After talking to 
Desert Storm, OEF and OIF veterans over the past 9 years, I suggest the following 
12 common sense steps to appeal to that younger generation of veterans who are 
the very life-blood of the existing VSOs: 
Be honest and transparent when sending out material to attract new members. Ed-
ucate the younger veteran generation by conveying to them what you have accom-
plished locally and nationally to ensure that veteran issues stay at the forefront of 
the discussion. Show them that you are making a difference. Let them know about 
your whole organization, not just a narrow scope of membership and money. 
 
Treat all veterans equally. Both men and women have served honorable in the 
Armed Forces. To assume only men deployed or served is backwards thinking, 
and has no room in today’s VSO. 
 
Update posts with free WIFI, offer video gaming like an XBOX or PlayStation 4, 
and install flat screen TVs, and select programming, such as sports programming, 
that would appeal to all veterans       
   
I know the more seasoned veterans have life experience and perhaps a different 
frame of reference. But we should never think that the younger generation is any 
different. As a leader, I’ve always welcomed new ideas from everyone, and the 
younger veterans are full of ideas-just as we were at that age. You should embrace 
their energy and let them share their ideas about improving your post; you will be 
pleasantly surprised with the innovative ideas that they come up with. Be open to 
these new ideas. 
 
Welcome all veterans into your post. When you see someone new walk in, wel-
come them with open arms, make them feel like they are part of your post and 
have found a new family and friends. And don’t criticize the way the look now or  
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their time in service. If you’re welcoming, we may overlook the stale beer smell  
 
and nicotine stained walls and windows and stay for a while.     
 
Keep your meetings short and to the point. If you have younger veterans at your 
post, assign them a task during the meeting and ask them to work with the mem-
bership and complete it. Get them involved in the administration of your VSO and 
encourage their involvement. The younger generation, especially the millennials 
like to solve problems by working and teaming with a group. This is a prime op-
portunity for the VSO leadership to mentor those younger veterans. Be patient. 
Some of these young veterans suffer from a malady of challenges, such as Trau-
matic Brain Injury. 
 
Turn your post or part of your post into a community type of center. Our younger 
veterans want a place to network, drop their child off for daycare, or do home-
work. 
 
Turn your post into a place where veterans can network with the community. In-
vite local business owners, company executives, your local college Veteran’s Rep-
resentatives, or members of the local Chamber of Commerce to speak at your 
meetings. 
 
Don’t be afraid to work with other veteran organizations within your community. 
Build a strong support network for all veterans. 
 
If you have a post close to a military base, begin working with the base transition 
office or AW2/AF2/USMC Wound Warrior Regiment or the Navy’s Safe Harbor 
Program. These once flourishing programs have had their share of budget cuts, but 
the mission remains the same. This is where VSOs could make a positive impact 
with the base leadership as well as the surrounding veteran population. 
Introduce yourself and your post to your local Guard and Reserve centers. Most of 
the members live, work, and shop in your community. 
Sign up for and attend every veteran event that you can. Make sure the people in 
your community know that you are the person and post to contact when it comes 
to supporting veterans. Talk the talk and walk the walk. 
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Please join us on Thursday, December 19th as St Johns County Property 

Appraiser Eddie Creamer speaks to our Council. 
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This PSA was produced by Rep. Paul 

Renner at the St. Francis Barracks Offic-

ers Club with the assistance of the Veter-

ans Council of St. Johns County. The vet-

erans shown in the video are all from St. 

John County. There is a  WW ll, Korea, 

Vietnam, Iraq, and Afghanistan veteran each stating a 

powerful message about their service to this country 

and the state of the nation today.  

Please feel free to share.  

 https://youtu.be/_96n7YtWzyA 

YouTube (Unlisted): https://youtu.be/_96n7YtWzyA 
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Dear folks, I have updated the attached with the last paragraphs (reproduced below) 

After the below was written, the IRS issued a press release[1] announcing an agreement with the Free File Alliance (Intuit Tur-

bo Tax, H&R Block, et alii) aimed at removing barriers to taxpayers getting free software from the Alliance (which provides 

federal persona income tax return filing software online). One provision might offer some future benefits to exempt organiza-

tions. This agreement included the removal of the provision contained in the original Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 

Article 2 which pledged that the IRS would not enter the software and e-filing marketplace. 

Our Treasurer will monitor this subject, providing updates when significant changes are announced.                                      

New Free File agreement signed to strengthen program, help taxpayers | Internal Revenue Service 

 

https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/new-free-file-agreement-signed-to-strengthen-program-help-taxpayers 
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Navy Band at the Amphitheater  

The United States Navy Band, featuring the Concert Band, Sea Chanters 

chorus and Cruisers popular music group, will perform at the St. Augus-

tine Amphitheatre Sunday, March 1, 2020.    The stop will be one of 20 

cities in six states during its 2020 tour -- one of the signature free out-

reach programs of the U.S. Navy.    As the original ensemble of the Navy 

Band, the Concert Band has been performing public concerts and partici-

pating in high-profile events for more than 95 years.    Joined by the Sea 

Chanters, the official chorus of America's Navy and the Cruisers popular 

music group, the versatility of the ensemble expands to include music 

ranging from traditional wind band repertoire to pop and patriotic favor-

ites.  

     Amphitheatre gates open at 1:30 pm with the performance at 3 pm.  
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From Lynn Geiser, VSO at DAV 
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Blue Water Navy Veterans’ disability claims to be decided beginning Jan.1, 2020  

Did you serve in the offshore waters of the Republic of Vietnam between Jan. 9, 1962, and 

May 7, 1975? If so, then you’re considered a Blue Water Navy (BWN) Veteran. 

On Jan. 1, 2020, the Blue Water Navy Act of 2019 goes into effect. This Act was signed 

into law on Jun. 25, and extends the presumption of herbicide exposure, such as Agent 

Orange, to BWN Veterans who served as far as 12 nautical miles from the shore of Vi-

etnam and have since developed one of 14 conditions related to exposure. Some of these conditions include Type 2 diabetes, 

Parkinson’s disease, many forms of cancer and others. You may now be eligible for disability compensation and other benefits. 

In addition, if you’re a Veteran who served in the Korean Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) between Sept. 1, 1967, and Aug. 31, 

1971, you may also qualify for compensation and benefits for yourself and your family members. 

How do I know if I’m eligible? 

The best way to find out if you’re eligible is to work with an accredited claims representative or Veterans Affairs (VA) region-

al office to understand eligibility requirements before filing a claim. You don’t need to prove contact with herbicides to be 

eligible. 

How do I file a claim for compensation benefits? 

You can file an initial claim (that has not been previously decided by VA), by submitting Form 21-526EZ, Application for Dis-

ability Compensation and Related Compensation Benefits. You can also contact an accredited Veterans Service Organization 

(VSO) to assist you with your application. To access a list of VA-approved VSOs, CLICK HERE. You may also contact your 

state’s Veterans agency should you need additional assistance with the application process. 

What if I’ve previously filed a claim that was denied? 

VA will be using the new law to automatically review claims that are currently with the VA review process or under appeal. 

However, if you had an herbicide exposure claim with one or more presumptive conditions denied in the past, you are urged 

to file a new claim. When you begin the claims process, be sure to provide or identify any new and relevant information re-

garding your claim, such as the dates the vessel you were serving on traveled through the offshore waters of the Republic of 

Vietnam or updated medical information. 

Submit a VA Form 20-0995, Decision Review Request: Supplemental Claim. How should survivors and dependents apply for 

initial Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) Claim for a Veteran who died of presumptive condition? 

Eligible survivors and dependents must meet certain conditions to receive DIC. To learn more about this process, CLICK 

HERE. If found to be eligible, there are several ways to file a claim, including: 

By mail, using VA Form 21P-534EZ., In person at a VA regional office. An accredited claims representative or VSO. 

What benefits will I receive if my claim is approved? 

If you are deemed eligible, you may receive a monthly disability compensation payment and free healthcare related to your 

disability. The amount of compensation you may receive is determined by your diagnosed condition and level of disability. 

Another important component of the Blue Water Navy Act includes changes to the VA Home Loan program. VA now allows 

the no-down payment option on guaranteed home loans, regardless of mortgage amount for ALL Veterans. In addition, there 

is a reduction in the funding fee required for Reservists and National Guard borrowers and other changes. 

More information and resources on the Blue Water Navy Act, eligibility, how to file a claim, and changes to the VA Home 

Loan Program can be found online   

Renee Johnson is a public affairs specialist for the Veterans Benefits Administration.  
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New map helps ‘blue water’ Vietnam veterans      

locate ship positions 
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Blue Angels’ Florida 2020, 2021 schedule 

The Blue Angels, U.S. Navy’s Flight Demonstration Squadron, are 

scheduled to perform 55 demonstrations at 29 locations in 2020 and 

56 demonstrations at 29 locations in 2021, the squadron’s 75th Anni-

versary. 

The mission of the Blue Angels is to showcase the precision and professionalism of the United States Navy 

and Marine Corps by inspiring a culture of excellence and service to country through flight demonstra-

tions and community outreach. Since 1946, the Blue Angels have performed for more than 500 million 

fans. 

Naval Air Station Jacksonville was the original home base of the Blue Angels. The team’s current home is 

Pensacola. 

They have seven Florida performances in 2020: 

March 28-29: MacDill AFB, MacDill Air Fest. 

April 25-26: Vero Beach, Vero Beach Air Show. 

July 11: Pensacola Beach, Pensacola Beach Air Show. 

October 16-17: NAS Pensacola, Blue Angels Homecoming Air Show. 

The 2021 performances in Florida: 

April 10-11: NAS Jacksonville 

April 17-18: Lakeland 

July 10: Pensacola Beach 

November 10: NAS Pensacola 

For information about individual air shows, please go to each air show's official website. For more infor-

mation about the Blue Angels, including the 2020 and 2021 air show schedules, visit http://

www.blueangels.navy.mil. 

For more information, visit www.navy.mil, www.facebook.com/usnavy, or www.twitter.com/usnavy. 

For more news from Navy Blue Angels, visit www.navy.mil/local/blueangels/, or contact Blue Angels 

Public Affairs at blueangelspublicaffairs@gmail.com. 

                        Submitted by David Treffinger 



46 

 

                                        SAVE THE DATE  

YOU ARE INVITED TO THE 2ND ANNUAL 

VIETNAM    VETERANS RECOGNITION 

DAY  

SATURDAY, MARCH 28, 2020 10 AM  

TAPS MONUMENT  

915 Walnut Street Green Cove Springs, FL  

 

 

 

Northeast Florida Women  

Veterans have moved into their 

new location and are inviting 

all of us to come and see the 

new space.  

 

Come and see where so much 

good is done for Women     

Veterans in NE FL 
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Life in Viet Cong Tunnels During the Vietnam War 

The tunnels depicted below were used by Viet Cong soldiers as hiding spots during combat, and also served as 

communication and supply routes, hospitals, food and weapon caches and living quarters for North Vietnamese 

fighters. The tunnel systems were of great importance to the Viet Cong in their resistance to American forces, 

and helped to counter the growing American military effort. 

The tight tunnels limited the use of most American weapons. They were often dug just tall and wide enough for 

Viet Cong fighters, generally smaller than the average U.S. infantryman, to crawl through. When corn-fed Ne-

braskans tried to crawl through it, they were typically limited to pistols and knives. 

Even worse for the Americans, the Viet Cong were masters of building lethal traps in the tunnels. Poisoned 

bamboo shoots, nails, razor blades, and explosives could all greet an attacker moving too brashly through the 

tunnel networks. 

This led to the reluctant rise of the ‘Tunnel Rats,’ American soldiers who specialized in the horrible task of 

moving through the underground bases, collecting intelligence and eliminating resistance. The claustrophobia 

and the physical dangers often drove the Tunnel Rats insane. 
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  I lived in Staten Island and now know why there is a FR. Capodanno Blvd. there. 
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                                             The Challenge Coin  

 

The most common myth and most well-known story dates back to World War I. It is said that a 

wealthy lieutenant gave each member of his unit a memento in the form of a coin-sized bronze 

medallion. This lieutenant wore his own medallion in a small patch around his neck.  

 

While flying over Germany his plane was shot down and he was captured by a German patrol who 

took all his identifiable items in case he escaped. However, they did not take the small pouch with 

the medallion. The lieutenant did escape and came across a French outpost but was assumed the 

enemy because they could not recognize his accent.  

 

The French planned to execute him since he couldn’t be identified but he pulled the coin from 

the pouch around his neck and showed the coin with his unit’s insignia. A Frenchman recognized 

the insignia and the lieutenant was spared.  

 

Today, service members are presented with challenge coins, often by high-ranking officers, for a 

job well done. They may even carry one coin to prove their loyalty in case of “coin check.” This oc-

curs when someone challenges others around him to reveal their coins. If anyone fails to do so, 

they are responsible for a round of drinks for everyone.  

Challenge coins each have their own meaning and reason for why it was given, which challenge 

coin that you have received is your favorite?  
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From Blair Craig 

VA Releases Survivors Quick Start Guide 

Reference guide to help during final arrange-

ments planning 

Each person experiences grief differently when 

a loved one passes, but survivors should not feel 
confused about what to do next. The Survivors 

Quick Start Guide provides Veteran family 

members and caregivers a reference guide for 

what to do next. 

Part of VA’s Welcome Kit, the Survivors quick 

start guide begins with a step by step checklist 

for preparing, applying for, and following up on 

the available benefits. Each step spells out in 

plain language what to do, what forms to fill 

out, and who to call if you need help.  

The guide also helps families identify VA Survi-

vor benefits and services they may be eligible 

for. 

To view VA Survivors Guide, here is the link: 

 

 https://www.va.gov/survivor-quick-start-guide.pdf  

 

 

 

https://www.va.gov/survivor-quick-start-guide.pdf
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 The 75th Ranger Regiment 

The history of Long Range Reconnaissance Patrol (LRRP—pronounced 

"Lurp"), LRP, and Ranger units deployed during the Cold War in Europe and 

Vietnam is based on three time periods: 1) LRRP from late 1965 to 20 Decem-

ber 1967; 2) LRP from late December 1967 through January 1969; and 3) 

Ranger from 1 February 1969, to 1972 when the Vietnam War drew down and 

the U.S. Vietnam Ranger units were deactivated. However, in 1974 their col-

ors and lineage were passed to newly formed Ranger Battalions based in the 

United States. 
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 The Veterans Council of St. Johns County Website has been  
updated to include: 

http://www.veteranscouncilsjc.org/ 

 

Main page: Veterans Day flyer, with a link to the press release docu-

ment, Navigation bars now include:   

Upcoming events (for 2019)  

https://veteranscouncilsjc.org/events.htm 

SJVC Highlights for 2018       https://veteranscouncilsjc.org/

index_htm_files/VC%202018%20Summary.pdf 

Past event for 2018  https://veteranscouncilsjc.org/events2018.htm 

Veterans Resource Spreadsheet https://veteranscouncilsjc.org/

index_htm_files/

VeteranResourceSpreadsheetUpdated2017.10.12.pdf 

                           Dept. of Florida Military Order of the Purple Heart 

Steve and Sally Hilbmann we’re treated to a warm 

farewell as they both take a step back from volun-

teering with the MOPH and MOPHA after nearly 4 

decades of service. 

The Department Commander, Chris Vedrick,  pre-

sented Patriot Hilbmann a plaque for being the 

standard bearer for selfless service both in Lakeland and throughout the Department. Sally 

Hilbmann was presented a gift by the Auxiliary Department President in order to recog-

nize her continued altruism and dedication to Veterans. 

Good luck Hilbmann family and we hope to see you again soon. 

mailto:http://www.veteranscouncilsjc.org/
mailto:https://veteranscouncilsjc.org/events.htm
mailto:https://veteranscouncilsjc.org/index_htm_files/VC%202018%20Summary.pdf
mailto:https://veteranscouncilsjc.org/index_htm_files/VC%202018%20Summary.pdf
mailto:https://veteranscouncilsjc.org/events2018.htm
mailto:https://veteranscouncilsjc.org/index_htm_files/VeteranResourceSpreadsheetUpdated2017.10.12.pdf
mailto:https://veteranscouncilsjc.org/index_htm_files/VeteranResourceSpreadsheetUpdated2017.10.12.pdf
mailto:https://veteranscouncilsjc.org/index_htm_files/VeteranResourceSpreadsheetUpdated2017.10.12.pdf
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       A  question we all may have to ask some day.        

 What should I do if a Veteran passes away? 

From Nila Thompson 
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36 Granada Street, St. Augustine FL 32084 

(904) 679-5736 

Corazoncinemaandcafe.com  

Stop by the Corazon Cinema and Café 

located in the heart of St. Augustine to 

catch a great film or a bite to eat (free parking). Tell us you 

are a veteran and receive 10% off any food or 

drinks. Beer and wine available. 
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The Veterans Council of St. Johns County is proud to           

announce that it has modernized its website and created        

a Facebook page. 

We are inviting all veterans to visit our website at:                          

NEW  http://www.veteranscouncilsjc.org  

The Veterans Council will post items of interest to 

all veterans, post pictures, articles, flyers, events, 

etc.  We will post our meetings dates and keep 

you informed about events at the Jacksonville 

and St. Augustine National Cemeteries. 

          Please join our group on Facebook at:       

                http://veteranscouncilsjc.org  

 

           Please select Join the Group to become a member 

. 

Once you have joined the Veterans Council Facebook group you 

will be able to post your meetings, pictures, articles, fund raisers, 

etc. It will be your common site to go to and see what’s happening. 

The website and Facebook page were updated and created so 

that there would be a central place to list all veterans activities in 

NE FL. 

You may have noticed the Veterans Council’s new logo, it was cre-

ated by Roy Havekost and his web design company PageAuthors. 

The VC strongly recommends that you contact Roy, 727-487-6252, 

if you or your vet group wants to create a website or Facebook 

page. 

 

mailto:http://www.veteranscouncilofstjohns.org
http://veteranscouncilsjc.org
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NEW INFO:  Ride in comfort to your ap-

pointments at the VA Medical Center in 

Gainesville.  

 

The van is provided by the Disabled Veterans Chapter 6, and leaves no 

later than 6AM from the new VA Clinic location at 195 Southpark Blvd. 

The corner of Southpark and Old Moultrie Road. 

 

To schedule your seat please contact the VA Clinic at 904-823-2954 and 

ask for Veteran Van Scheduling. 
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 400 N. Ponce de Leon Blvd.—St. Augustine, FL 32084-

3587 

     904-829-2201– fax 904-829-2020— 800-997-1961 

                                           www.herbiewiles.com 

   The House That Trust Built 

 

 

Please support our sponsors 
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 The Veterans Council of St. Johns County welcomes 

article submissions from all County Veterans & 

organizations. Articles should be of interest to all and 

veterans related. Submissions may be edited &/or 

shortened and used if space permits. 

Send to:  rothfeldm@gmail.com  

  
 
 

The Veterans Council of St. Johns County, Inc. is a        
Not For Profit Florida Corporation. 

 

Our formation date was July 4, 2001 in a proclamation 
issued by the St. Johns County Commissioners. It is 
composed of representatives of the various veterans' 
organizations within St. Johns County. 
 

The Veteran's Council will work with city and county 
governments and other local organizations to achieve 
the mutual goal to provide a central agency to assist in 
the coordination and presentation of matters concerning 
veterans and veterans activities in St. Johns County. 
 

The Veteran's Council will endeavor to precipitate, stim-
ulate and assist various organizations as they perform 
patriotic events. One of the major purposes is the pro-
motion and education of national patriotic matters. 
 

The St. Johns County Veterans Council meets the 

last Thursday of the month at 7 pm. 

 The Veterans Council will meet at the St. 

Johns County Health & Human Services 

Building, 200 San Sebastian View 

Muscovy Room, 1st floor 

Veterans Council of  St. Johns County,     

“Helping  All Veterans” 

Veterans Service Office 
 200 San Sebastian View, Suite 1400              

St. Augustine, FL 32084 

(physical location) 
The VSO Office is located in the St. Johns County Health and  

Human Services Building.  
 

The office is open from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. daily, 
Monday through Friday excluding holidays. 

  
 

Service is by appointment. 
Phone: 904-209-6160   Fax: 904-209-6161 

Joseph McDermott, SR VSO 

Rick Rees, Assistant VSO 

Travis Neidig, Assistant VSO 

 

The views expressed in The Patriot Reader Newsletter articles, submissions and spotlights 

are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the views of the Veterans Council of 

St. Johns County or the editors of The Patriot Reader. It is the purpose of this periodical to 

share a variety of information that pertain to local veterans and their organizations.  


