
  

 

the St. Augustine National 

Cemetery. The ceremony 

will begin sharply at 12 

noon here and at over 

3400 participating ceme-

teries throughout the 

country. The truck with 

the holiday wreaths will 

arrive at 10 am. We need 

volunteers to assist with 

unloading the truck and 

unboxing the wreaths in 

preparation for placing the 

wreaths on each headstone 

after the ceremony. Please 

plan to attend and join us 

in honoring those veterans 

who have given their all for 

this country.  

Happy Thanksgiving and 

thank you for your service 

to our country. 

Bill Dudley 

Chairman 

Veterans Council of St. 

Johns County, Inc 
  

Fellow Veterans , 

It was a record breaking 

day for attendance at this 

year’s Veterans Day pro-

gram at Anastasia Baptist 

Church on Nov. 11.  This 

years attendance exceed-

ed past years and was be-

yond our expectations 

with over 1000 attending. 

Sponsors and exhibitors’ 

tables and booths also ex-

ceeded past years with 

the Atrium area maxed 

out of floor space. This 

year’s program to honor 

our veterans who have 

served in the Global War 

on Terrorism was high-

lighted by the pinning of 

those veterans with the 

GWOT lapel pin by our 

cadets from St. Augustine 

High School JROTC. 

Over 100 veterans were 

honored in front of the 

huge group of attendees 

and received a roaring 

standing ovation from the 

audience.  

We also had the oppor-

tunity to recognize Sgt. 

Major Ray Quinn for his 

many years of service to 

our country both in uni-

form and his continued ser-

vice after retirement. His 

leadership in the Veterans 

Council and other veterans’ 

organizations is without 

equal and was recognized 

by being inducted into the 

Florida Veterans Hall of 

Fame in 2021. The Veterans 

Council salutes Sgt. Major 

Quinn for his dedication to 

our country and our com-

munity.  

We have two major events 

coming up in the next few 

weeks that I’m sure you 

will want to attend. On 

Dec. 8 will be the World 

Changers Concert at the St. 

Augustine amphitheater. 

Tickets are still available 

but it’s advisable to pur-

chase them now to assure a 

seat for this world classic 

event to honor our veter-

ans. Proceeds from the con-

cert will go to veterans’ 

organizations such as ours 

to help homeless and needy 

veterans.  

The other event is our an-

nual Wreaths Across Ameri-

ca program on Dec. 16 at  
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The Veterans Council of St. Johns 

County meets on the last Thursday of 

the month, all are invited to attend.  

We meet at the County Health &    

Human Services Building, 200 San  Sebastian View,   

at 7 pm in the Muscovy room.     

 Upcoming Speakers         

  

November 30 

Sigrid Newbury, Haven’s “We Honor Veterans” 

and  Jennifer Jenkins, Wounded Warrior Project 

December 28 

Joseph Pearce, Wish for Our Heroes 

January 25, 2024  

Dennis Graves, CJ3 Foundation 

William Zorich, Irreverent Warriors 

February 29 

Ramona Rood, Soldiers Angels 

Carey Picklesimer, CorpsStrength 
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The passing of our Comrade Sgt. Major Ray Quinn 

It is with much sadness that I must inform our veteran com-

munity of the passing of our comrade and brother in arms, 

Sgt. Major Ray Quinn. Ray passed away Thurs.evening peace-

fully at Flagler Hospital. Ray's passing will leave a large void 

in our hearts as well as our veteran community. His contri-

butions to helping not only veterans but all who were in need 

were immeasurable. A strong man of faith, he was a spiritual 

leader as well as a leader of those who walked in his path. He 

will be deeply missed by his comrades and a community that 

held him in the highest esteem.  
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Sergeants Major Ray Quinn - US Army (Retired) - St. Augustine, FL 

 

EDUCATION AND TRAINING ACCOMPLISHMENTS: 

MILITARY EDUCATION: 

Ft. Jackson Leader Course 14 Jan 66 

Advanced Individual Training, Ft. Jackson 14 Jan 66 

Jungle Operations Training, Ft. Sherman U.S. Canal Zone 15 Aug 74 

Admin Supply Technician 01 Apr 77 

Battalion Training Management System 1981 

Senior Noncommissioned Officer Course 28 Mar 82 

Reserve Component First Sergeant Course 13 Jan 85 

National Guard Bureau Training NCO Course 24 Apr 86 

Florida National Guard Personnel Training 26 Aug 86 

U.S. Army Sergeants Major Academy 08 Jul 88 

Personnel Data Systems U.S. Air Force 27Feb 90 

Total Quality Management Course 17 Sep 93 

 

CIVILIAN EDUCATION: 

Graduate Umatilla High School, Umatilla, Florida (1964) 

Awarded Life Experience Credits from Mercer County Community College (96) Awarded Life Experi-

ence Credits from Vincennes University (53) 

Awarded College Credits from U.S. Army Sergeants Major Academy (18) 

 

PROFESSIONAL HISTORY: 

Sergeant Major Quinn became a citizen Soldier on 13 Jun 65 
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Worked for Winn-Dixie from 1965 to 1973. 

Parts Clerk for the Florida Army National Guard Organizational Maintenance Shop, Florida Army Na-

tional Guard 1973 to 1977. 

Promoted to Administrative Supply Technician and First Sergeant of Combat Support Company, 2nd Bn 

124th Infantry 1977 to 1985 

Promoted to Operations Sergeant and later Chief Personnel NCO for Full Time Manning of Florida Ar-

my National Guard (Promoted to Sergeant Major) 

Retired from Florida Army National Guard 30 November 1995 (30 years’ service) 

Employed by Florida Department of Military Affairs December 1995 as Administrative Assistant 

Promoted to Director of Executive Services, Department of Military Affairs serving on the Staff of the 

Adjutant General 

Retired from the Department of Military Affairs February 2008 

 

ADVOCACY ON BEHALF OF VETERANS: 

Since retirement in 1995 Sergeant Major Quinn has been the community’s 

“go to guy” for answers pertaining to retired military. He has stayed abreast of 

regulation changes and has offered his assistance when called upon. 

He was one of the founders of the Veterans Council of St. Johns County. The 

Council was founded 4 July 2001 and he continues to be totally immersed in 

its operation. He is currently serving as the Vice Chair and has served as the 

Chairman. As part of his duties as Vice Chair he has chaired the Wreaths 

Across America Program for the St. Augustine National Cemetery for the past six years. Several times 

each year St. Johns County suffers the loss of a veteran that has no next of kin. Upon these occasions the 

county verifies their service and arranges for interment at the Jacksonville National Cemetery. The Veter-

ans Council of St. Johns County has a policy that no veteran goes home alone. Sergeant Major Quinn vol-

unteers to conduct a graveside service for every veteran that has no family. 

In 1998 he was asked to apply for a position on the Fort Stewart, Georgia Retiree Council. He was ac-

cepted and served with distinction from 1998 until 2008. It was his honor to serve as the Chairman of 

the Enlisted Retiree Council of Ft. Stewart. In 2002 the Council asked him to apply for a position on the 

Chief of Staff U.S. Army Retiree Council. He was subsequently selected by General Eric Shinseki to 

serve that prestigious Council. It is a three-year duty, meeting at the Pentagon, however he was asked to 

remain on the Council for a fourth year. 
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Sergeant Major Quinn was invited to serve on the Florida Veterans Hall of Fame Council in 2012. He im-

mediately accepted the invitation and was one of the initial members in assisting with the creation of the 

Hall of Fame. He was installed as the Vice Chair the first year and afterward served as the Chairman until 

2019. 

Sergeant Major Quinn has been a member of St. Augustine American Legion Post 37 for the past 12 

years. He has served on committees as well as serving as the Post Historian and currently the Post Chap-

lain. 

Sergeant Major Quinn is Past President and Life Member of the NCO Club of St. Augustine, Florida. 

Sergeant Major Quinn serves on the Jacksonville National Cemetery Support Committee. He began his 

service on the committee in 2008 and continues that service today. He has served as both Vice Chairman 

and Chairman of the committee. 

Sergeant Major Quinn is a Life Member of the Enlisted Association of America and of Florida. He is the 

Vice President for Retiree and Enlisted Affairs of the First Militia 

Chapter, Association of the United States Army. 

CIVIC ACTIVITIES AND CONTRIBUTIONS: 

 

Sergeant Major Quinn was asked if he would serve his county as an 

Interim County Commissioner in August of 2009. Subsequently he 

was appointed by Governor Charlie Crist as an Interim County 

Commissioner for the County of St. Johns serving from January 2010 to January 2011. His military or-

ganizational skills and leadership style was a good fit. 

Sergeant Major Quinn served as a Board Member of the Matanzas Bay Club and non-political action 

group to ensure the progress of St. Augustine and St. Johns County. 

He has served as member and Past President of the Kiwanis Club of Historic St. Augustine, Florida. Was 

proud to be among the civilian leaders of the community. While serving he instituted a toy drive for indi-

gent families of St. Johns County. The Sergeant Major could be seen ringing the bell for the Salvation Ar-

my or picking up roadside trash for his club. He was very active from 1988 

until 2008. 

 

AWARDS AND HONORS: 

 

MILITARY 

Legion of Merit,  
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Army Meritorious Service Medal,  

Army Commendation Medal (2),  

Army Achievement Medal (3),  

Good Conduct Medal (4),  

Army Reserve Components Medal,  

National Defense Service Medal,  

Humanitarian Service Medal,  

Armed Forces Reserve Medal,  

Noncommissioned Officer Professional Development Ribbon (5),  

Army Service Ribbon,  

Army Reserve Components Overseas Service Ribbon,  

Florida Cross,  

Florida Distinguished Service Medal (2),  

Florida Service Medal,  

Florida Commendation Medal,  

Florida Meritorious Service Ribbon (21),  

Florida Service Ribbon (5),  

Florida Active State Service Ribbon,  

Florida National Guard Recruiting Ribbon,  

Florida Meritorious Unit Citation,  

State Command Sergeants Major Award 

Graduate of the Basic, Advance and Senior Noncommissioned Officer Courses  

Graduate of the U.S. Army Sergeants Major Academy, Fort Bliss, Texas 

Certificate of Completion U.S. Army Jungle Warfare School and award of Jungle Expert Patch 

Sergeant Major Quinn was inducted into the Order of St. Maurice at the Centurion Level. (The Order of 

St. Maurice is awarded to those who have significantly contributed to the United States Army Infantry.) 
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CIVILIAN: 

 

Sergeant Major Quinn was honored by the State of Florida and Governor Rick Scott by presentation of 

the Governor’s Medal of Merit. This award has been presented to those veterans that have significant con-

tributions to our state’s veterans and our communities. 

January 2018 Sergeant Major Quinn was named the Military Citizen of the Year for St. Augustine. He was 

honored at the Fourth Annual Military Ball held in the City of St. Augustine. 

WRITTEN NARRATIVE: 

 

Sergeant Major (ret) Ray Quinn is an inspirational leader who has committed his life to serve veterans 

and their families. He has a distinguished military and civilian career that is worthy of selection to the 

Florida Veterans’ Hall of Fame and I am honored to nominate him. 

Sergeant Major Quinn’s superior to veterans and military families was built on the foundation of an out-

standing military career. He began his military career by enlisting in the Florida National Guard’s Com-

pany C, 2nd Battalion, 124th Infantry in Eustis, Florida. He progressed through Infantry assignments and 

rank serving as an Automatic Rifleman, Fire Team Leader, Scout Section Sergeant, Anti-armor Platoon 

Sergeant and First Sergeant. Throughout these assignments Ray exhibited outstanding leadership skills 

with the mindset of being a selfless leader. This tremendous record of excellence was recognized with his 

promotion to Sergeant Major. Selection to Sergeant Major an honor achieved by a select few Non- Com-

missioned Officers and is reflective of his consistently strong performance regardless of duty assignment. 

Sergeant Major Quinn’s mentorship skills were recognized by his serving as an instructor at the Florida 

National Guard Military Academy and a facilitator at the First Sergeants Course. The Florida National 

Guard recognized Sergeant Major Quinn’s leadership by selecting him for active- duty assignment with 

the Guard from 1973-1995. 

Upon his retirement Sergeant Major Quinn chose to continue a life of service in impactful ways. He 

served with the Florida Department of Military Affairs for many years culminating with his selection as 

the Director of Executive Services. Ray was instrumental in the professionalism of Florida National 

Guard events, ensuring that protocol exceeded the standard. At the same time Sergeant Major Quinn 

was continuing to serve the Florida National Guard for his full-time job, he was providing leadership and 

support to multiple military oriented organizations. 

While I will not repeat the lengthy contributions Sergeant Major Quinn has accomplished that are al-

ready outlined in this application, I will highlight some of his achievements. Without question he is the 

most sought-after leader in the Northeast Florida veterans’ community. Sergeant Major Quinn has a rep-

utation of saying “yes” to every veterans’ initiative regardless of the commitment. He is one of the found-

ers of the Veterans Council of St. Johns County and has served as Chair and currently is Vice Chair. This 

Veterans Council has become a tireless advocate for veterans not only in St. Johns County but throughout 
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the region. Through Ray’s leadership the Council participates in the annual Wreaths Across America Pro-

gram, ensures that every St. Johns County veteran who passes is properly honored, and multiple other 

initiatives. His caring leadership is demonstrated when he volunteers to conduct a graveside service for 

every veteran that has no family. 

Even in retirement the Army continues to recognize Sergeant Major Quinn’s leadership. He was asked to 

apply for a position on the Fort Stewart, Georgia Retiree Council where he served for 10 years high-

lighted by his role as Chairman of the Enlisted Retiree Council. Through his service to Fort Stewart Ser-

geant Major 

Quinn was asked to apply for a position on the Chief of Staff US Army Retiree Council where he not 

served a traditional three-year term but also was asked to serve an additional year. 

Sergeant Major Quinn’s work has impacted veterans across Florida. He was invited to serve on the Flori-

da Veterans Hall of Fame Council and was one of the leaders in the creation of the Hall of Fame. In 

recognition of his leadership, he served as both Chair and Vice Chair. Sergeant Major has served not only 

Florida veterans but all Floridians. He was asked to serve his County as an interim St. Johns County 

Commissioner and he enthusiastically accepted and professionally served in this demanding position. 

This application contains an excellent summary of Sergeant Major Quinn’s life of service and I will not 

repeat his numerous other achievements. I consider Ray Quinn one of the finest Soldiers with whom I 

have had the honor to serve. It is irrelevant to Ray whether he is in uniform or not; he is first and always 

a Soldier serving others. He is a role model for not only military members but all Floridians who want to 

serve their community, state, and nation. Sergeant Major Quinn is the ultimate example of a citizen war-

rior. He served our country with distinction during his military career and he continues to serve our 

community today. Sergeant Major Quinn is truly an American hero and is unquestionably worthy of se-

lection to the Florida Veterans’ Hall of Fame. 
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The Veterans Day Ceremony hosted by the  Veterans Council of 

St Johns County and MOAA, Ancient City Chapter, Honored 

our Veterans at Anastasia Baptist Church on  Veterans Day. It  

was by all accounts a huge success as the community came out 

to thank all of our veterans. 

Photo credit: Bill Gradwell and Paula Lee 
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Opening Ceremony of the Military Honor   

Plaza at the St. Augustine Lighthouse & Mari-

time Museum on Friday, November 10, 2023. 

During World War II, the St. Augustine Light Station served as a United States 

Coast Guard station. The St. Augustine Lighthouse & Maritime Museum honors 

this military heritage by opening the Military Honor Plaza featuring commemora-

tive bricks to honor the members of the nation's Armed Forces.  

Thank you to the Veterans and special guests who attended.  

The Tin Pickle Local Gedunk (canteen/snack bar), which is housed in the former 

Coast Guard Jeep Garage on the Light Station property, served root beer floats 

and apple pie as a special treat during the event.  

Special thanks to Karen Moore, the Museum Membership & Legacy Program Co-

ordinator. She was instrumental in organizing the event and coordinating the Mili-

tary Honor Plaza.  
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 National League of POW/MIA Families 

Hello everyone! 

The League is always seeking out photos of POW/MIA flags, 

monuments, Missing Man Honors Tables, POW/MIA empty 

chairs, etc. from your community to feature on our social 

media pages and website.  

Sharing with us is easy, just message your photos to our email - 

nationalleague@pow-miafamiles.org 

With your full name as well as a brief description of when & where the photo 

was taken. 

All proper credits will be given. 

mailto:nationalleague@pow-miafamiles.org
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From David (Fly Boy) Shelton, Patriot Guard Riders 

FL, Ride Captain 

I’d like to give a big thank you for all those who as-

sisted in escorting FL PGR’s Vietnam and War on Ter-

rorism Walls from Daytona Beach to St. Augustine, 

FL. for our annual Veterans Day Wall display. 

I’d also like to thank Flagler and St. John’s County 

Sheriff Offices who provided a dozen motor officers 

and patrol cars to block countless intersections 

along the route to insure our safe arrival. 
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Veterans Day salute: Jacksonville-area men to be inducted in Florida Veterans Hall of Fame 

Beth Reese Cravey, Jacksonville Florida Times-Union 

Together, Michael Fleming, David Abramowitz and Blair Craig served almost 90 years in the military and 

received numerous medals and awards. Then they retired — but they kept serving. 

Fleming, 69, and Craig, 78, both of St. Augustine, and Abramowitz, 64, of Jacksonville, each found ways 

to help fellow veterans. Between them, they are saving and improving lives by connecting veterans with 

mental health and suicide prevention services, jobs and housing, explaining their value to high school stu-

dents and providing camaraderie for veterans in prison, among other things. 

Tuesday they will be inducted into the Florida Veterans Hall of Fame. 

"This is our opportunity to formally recognize distinguished men and women who have served in … our 

Armed Forces and highlight their post-service contributions to the citizens of Florida," said retired Air 

Force Lt. Col. Steve Murray, spokesman for the state Department of Veterans’ Affairs, which adminis-

ters the Hall of Fame. The 20 members of this year's class, he said, are "highly deserving." 

Nominations are made to the Hall of Fame council and inductees selected by the governor and Florida 

Cabinet. 

Brig. Gen. Michael Fleming, U.S. Marine Corps/U.S. Army 

Growing up in the 1960s, Jacksonville native Fleming wanted to be an 

astronaut. Instead, he followed a natural military connection — his fa-

ther served at Naval Station Mayport — by joining the Marine Corps at 

age 19. 

His 36-year career in the military began with nine years in the Corps, followed by 27 years in the Army 

National Guard where he had numerous leadership assignments, including assistant adjutant general for 

the Florida Guard in St. Augustine. He retired in 2010 as a brigadier general. 

Then Fleming turned to helping veterans, a thread through his post-military work. 

"It was a conscious decision," he said. 

While stationed at Parris Island, the Marine Corps Recruit Depot in South Carolina, he was "a scared pri-

vate. If you told me I was going to be a general some day … I would just have thought that was hilarious," 

he said. "But over time … people invested in me. And so I was able to invest in people who work for me. 

And now I feel like I'm still giving back." 

Fleming, who has two master's degrees, uses his status as a retired brigadier general. 
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"It's really not particularly relevant what rank you are as a veteran other than if you can use that former 

rank to get something for veterans," he said. "Sometimes generals can get … things started that maybe 

other people can't." 

In 2010, Fleming approached Deutsche Bank about creating a veterans program and ended up hired as 

managing director of the Jacksonville office. While there, he was a founding member of Veterans on Wall 

Street, which helps recent veterans find career opportunities in finance. 

His next job was as Jacksonville University's chief government, military and community relations officer, 

where he helped launch an initiative to get military members into local colleges and employed. 

Currently, Fleming is outreach manager for Cohen Veterans Network, a national network of 24 mental 

health clinics, including one in Jacksonville, for post-9/11 veterans, service members and military fami-

lies. 

Fleming is also founder and chairman of the Jacksonville Military Veterans Coali-

tion, which has 500 companies committed to hiring veterans, and chairman of The 

Fire Watch, a nonprofit aimed at preventing veteran suicide in a five-county area of 

Florida. 

His passion is improving veterans' mental health and preventing veteran suicide, 

particularly through the Fire Watch "Watch Standers" training program that helps 

friends and loves ones spot signs of crisis in veterans and refer them to resources. 

"This training is to tell them, show them, the signs of suicide, and also educate 

them on the military in the broadest sense," Fleming said. If a veteran friend or loved one is acting strange 

or depressed or suddenly stops playing golf every Saturday, ask what's wrong, he said. 

"We want people to take action," he said. 

About 5,400 people have been through the training. With their help and other suicide prevention pro-

grams, the veteran suicide rate in Jacksonville and Baker, Clay, Nassau and St. Johns counties de-

clined 46% between 2019 and 2021. 

"We want to embolden people," he said. "If we can surround the veterans with a sea of goodwill in the 

community … then we'll make a difference." 
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St. Augustine's U.S. Naval Academy's Midshipman Liz Thompson is going places!  

By Lucia Viti, St Augustine Record Daily Briefing 

St. Augustine’s Liz Thompson is going places. Thompson will 

graduate from the U.S. Naval Academy with a Bachelor of 

Science in English in May. Since her first summer as a 

“plebe,” Thompson has cheered on the Navy Spirit All-Girl 

Team (four years) serving as Team Captain this year, along with working as a photographer 

for the Lucky Bag, the school’s yearbook. The soon to be grad also served as a detailer, help-

ing to lead the class of 2027 during their boot camp. 

The St. Augustine Record: You describe applying to United States Naval Academy at Annapo-

lis as the best decision of your young life. How so? 

Thompson: On I-Day, induction day, I began a rigorous seven-week training that turns civil-

ians into midshipmen. On graduation day, I will be a commissioned officer in the U.S. Navy. 

On Thursday, Nov. 16, Service Assignment Day, 1/C midshipmen (seniors) will be given 

their first career assignment. I hope to be selected as a Naval flight officer, where I will sup-

port and assist with navigation, weapon systems, and flight operations in various Naval air-

craft. Applying is just the best decision I ever made. I know that this path will set me up for 

success and help me to become the best version of myself.  

The St. Augustine Record: What’s it like to be a midshipman? 

Midshipmen strive to perform well physically and academically. We take on leadership bil-

lets, form relationships with mentors, and maintain a tight connection with our company – a 

small group of classmates structured for accountability and mentorship – in order to have 

the best chance at receiving our desired service selection. 

The St. Augustine Record: Describe your military training. 

Incredible. I spent a month on a destroyer and a month with a helicopter training squadron 

out of Norfolk, Virginia. These experiences taught me about myself, others, and service to 

this incredible nation. I’ve spent the last four years around people that share my priorities 

and interests. The campus, also known as the yard, is filled with individuals driven to excel-

lence who hold themselves to a higher standard. They push me to be my best, whether it’s 

physical training, competing in team activities, or learning military traditions. 



20 

 

The St. Augustine Record: What is it like to be a woman knowing that you may be in a field 

surrounded by men? 

The Naval Academy cares greatly for its people and provides resources for every midshipman 

to help them thrive. I have felt nothing but support at the academy and I know that feeling is 

felt among most midshipmen. 

The St. Augustine Record: As part of the USNA’s All-Girl Cheer Team, what events did you 

cheer at? 

Football and basketball games along with events like pep rallies, media day functions, galas, 

etc., — events that promote school spirit. Our job is to create an enthusiastic atmosphere 

and encourage pride in our school, service, and nation. 

The St. Augustine Record: What have you learned about the U.S. Navy during your four 

years at the academy? 

The Department of the Navy is committed to its core values: honor, courage and commit-

ment. These values are instilled in every midshipman at the academy to develop us morally, 

mentally, and physically. 

The St. Augustine Record: Among the many things you’ve learned, what stands out the 

most? 

My experience at the Naval Academy has reinforced my desire to help others to be their 

best. As a member of the Brigade of Midshipmen, I’ll continue learning from and leading 

those around me. I will carry these skills with me as a naval officer. I’m enthusiastic, proud 

and excited to serve my country.   

The St. Augustine Record: What inspired you to apply? 

My dad, who was a 1998 West Point graduate. He embodies every aspect of the person I one 

day hope to become. I have always admired his desire to serve, and his ability to lead well. 

The St. Augustine Record: What are your fondest memories of St. Augustine? 

I have so many fond memories of spending time at the fort, eating at Taco Shop, walking St. 

Augustine Beach, drinking coffee at Kookaburra, and walking down King George Street. 
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Saint Augustine Sons Of the American Revolution   

The 2nd annual Patriot Remembrance Ceremony was presented November 18th 

at the Tolomato Cemetery in St. Augustine. The Ceremony was a joint project of 

the Maria Jefferson Chapter DAR, the St. Augustine Chapter SAR, and the Jack-

sonville Chapter SAR.  

The Jacksonville Chapter SAR Color Guard presented the colors. Greetings were 

given by various DAR and SAR officers. Featured speakers were Elizabeth 

Gessner, Tolomato Cemetery Preservation Association, and Ray Hinkley, 

Westchester-Putnam Chapter, Empire State Society, SAR. Honors were given to 

Patriots from every state in the War for Independence. 
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St. Johns County’s Parks & Recreation 

receives $54,000+ for disabled veterans’ 

adaptive sports programs  

Funds awarded by the U.S. Department of Vet-

erans Affairs will offer three, monthly veteran-exclusive, kayaking, fishing 

and art programs. 

According to Ryan Kane, the county’s Parks & Recreation director, mon-

ies will fund programs uniquely designed for disabled military veterans. 

“These men and women will compete in activities in parks that display 

the American flag,” he said. “And they’ll know that the county cares about 

their physical, mental, and spiritual health.” 

“This phenomenal program enriches the quality of life for military veter-

ans injured in their service in protecting our freedoms,” continued Joseph 

McDermott, the county’s veterans service director. 

County commissioners authorized the Parks & Recreation Department to 

apply for the grant last April. 

“Our slogan in Parks & Recreation is ‘Play Your Way.’” Kane concluded. 

“That's what we're offering – opportunities for these brave men and 

women of our military forces to play their way.” 

The Veterans Programs include archery, pickleball, art, fishing, and 

kayaking. 
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New ‘tiny home’ community for veterans in need coming               

to Clay County 

By Finn Carlin, Action News Jax 

CLAY COUNTY, Fla — A new neighborhood 

is being built in Clay County to serve those 

who’ve served our country. Operation Barnabas, a Clay-based nonprofit, is 

building tiny homes in Middleburg for veterans in need. 

Some of them, like Jordan Brimlow, say it’s a space to start again. 

“I was living a reckless life of drugs, felonies, just crime, crime, crime,” says 

Brimlow, speaking of the struggles he faced after his service. 

When Brimlow came home from his time in the military, he met more pain 

than praise. 

“I lost my family, my wife took off, taking my four-month-old son and five-

year-old daughter with her,” Brimlow says. 

He went from serving our country to serving time in jail. A hardship also felt 

by James Burse, who won a purple heart during his service. 

“I was not okay,” Burse says, “I was fighting with my wife, I was ready to leave, 

drop everything and run away.” 

Both men found themselves with nowhere else to go, until Operation Barna-

bas helped them find a home. Brimlow and Burse, since becoming involved 

with the nonprofit, have put themselves and their families in new homes, 

finding work with Operation Barnabas. 
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“It doesn’t matter how deep a hole you dig yourself into, how dark the room,” 

Brimlow says, “there is a light, a way out.” 

Brimlow and Burse are looking to share this message with struggling veterans 

in Middleburg, looking to find their own homes. With the $1.5 million net-

work of tiny homes planned in the area, it’s now possible, especially being 

completely free for veterans. 

“If you had asked us, we had never thought we would be in a home,” Brimlow 

and Burse say, “neither one of us.” 

As Clay County becomes more costly, more people are saying neighborhoods 

like these are a need, particularly realtors like Jennifer Gregory. 

“The rents are high, the housing prices are high, and it’s a problem,” Gregory 

says. 

Gregory works with Coldwell Banker Vanguard. She says average home prices 

in Clay County have risen by around $175,000 since 2016. Gregory’s hoping 

to see more efforts, similar to Operation Barnabas, for veterans making ends 

meet. 

“I think it’s a huge need and will benefit lots of different communities of peo-

ple,” says Gregory. 

Operation Barnabas says the tiny homes are completely funded by donations.  
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‘Never forgotten’: New monument for fallen heroes unveiled outside                                   

Veterans Memorial Arena 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. – A solemn ceremony unfolded downtown as a Jacksonville 

group revealed its latest tribute to American service members who made the ultimate 

sacrifice. Despite the rainy weather, dozens gathered at the main entrance to the Vystar 

Veterans Memorial Arena for the unveiling of the Fallen Soldiers Monument on Friday. 

The memorial holds special significance for the family of Army Private First Class Timothy Seamans, who was killed in 

action at the age of 20 in 2005. The ceremony, marked by 21 taps, a flag presentation, 

and a prayer led by a former combat chaplain, aimed to keep the memories of fallen he-

roes alive. 

The unveiling ceremony included remarks from Dave Seamans, emphasizing his son’s 

compassionate nature even in the midst of war. “He always would give a shirt off his 

back to anybody,” Seamans said, with his wife, daughter, and granddaughter by his side. 

“He loved his family. In Iraq, he held up a convoy to feed two sandwiches, peanut butter and jelly sandwiches, to a 

young Iraqi boy who was hungry on the side of the road. So that says it all right there.” 

The Fallen Soldiers Monument, strategically placed outside the Vystar Veterans Memorial Arena, serves as a poignant 

reminder not only of Timothy Seamans but also of the 1,700 other Jacksonville area resi-

dents who sacrificed their lives for the country. Every life mattered. 

Jacksonville’s rich tradition of honoring veterans continues with this memorial, situated 

just a block away from the Jacksonville Veterans Memorial Wall—the second-largest in 

the U.S., only behind Washington D.C. 

Retired U.S. Navy Lieutenant Commander Gee Mercado highlighted the importance of 

such tributes with a flag ceremony. “Without us guys, the freedom we enjoy today, we wouldn’t have it,” he said. He 

encouraged passersby to acknowledge the sacrifices of service members by saluting the marble monument. 

Unveiling of Fallen Soldiers Monument. (Copyright 2023 by WJXT News4JAX - All rights reserved.) 

This installation, the 18th from the nonprofit Florida Fallen Heroes, is part of a series of monuments across schools in 

the area, funded by donations. Vystar Credit Union funded the latest Fallen Soldiers Monument, costing approximate-

ly $8,000. 

Florida Fallen Heroes is already planning its next monument at Andrew Jackson High School next year. Those inter-

ested in contributing or getting involved can visit FloridaFallenHeroes.org. 

“Never forgotten,” Seamans said about those who made the ultimate sacrifice. “Never forgotten. Lest they be forgot-

ten.”  

Author: Vic Micolucci 

Lifetime Jacksonville resident anchors the 8 and 9 a.m. weekday newscasts and is part of the News4Jax I-Team. 
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Florida Fallen Heroes dedicated their 18th Fallen Soldiers           

Monument at VyStar Veterans Memorial Arena.  
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Florida Veterans’ Hall of Fame 

The Florida Veterans’ Hall of Fame recognizes and honors those mili-

tary veterans who, through their works and lives during or after mili-

tary service, have made a significant contribution to the state of Flor-

ida through civic, business, public service or other pursuits. It is not a 

traditional military hall of fame, as it focuses on post-military contributions to the State 

of Florida. 

Class of 2023 Inductees 

David Abramowitz, Colonel, U.S. Army (Ret) 

Dennis O. Baker, Commander, U.S. Navy, (Ret) 

John E. Bircher III, Colonel U.S. Army (Ret) 

David Blair Craig, Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. Army (Ret) 

Dr. Benjamin Findley, Colonel, U.S. Air Force (Ret) 

Michael Fleming, Brigadier General, U.S. Marine Corps/ U.S. Army (Ret) 

R. Craig Ham, Colonel, U.S. Army (Ret) 

Gerald Hollingsworth, MD, Colonel, U.S. Navy, U.S. Air Force (Ret) 

Joseph Kittinger, Colonel, United States Air Force (Ret) 

Henry Lowery, Chief Warrant Officer 5, U.S. Marine Corps (Ret) 

Bruce Melnick, Commander, U.S. Coast Guard (Ret) 

Frederic Raymond, Major General, U.S. Army (Ret) 

Walter E. Raysick, Sr., Master Chief U.S. Navy (Ret) 

Leon J. Roy, IV, Command Sergeant Major, U.S. Army (Ret) 

Edward C. Sheffield, U.S. Army Veteran 

Joseph G. Sicinski, U.S. Air Force Veteran 

Alene Tarter, Master Sergeant, U.S. Air Force (Ret) 

Dewayne Thrift, U.S. Air Force Veteran 

Donn Weaver, U.S. Army Veteran 

Ellsworth Williams, Jr., Major, U.S. Army (Ret) 

LTC Blair 

Craig 

Brigadier 

General,     

Michael 

Fleming 

The Veterans Council congratulates all veterans 

for their service in uniform and afterwards. 

Local Veterans LTC Blair Craig & BG Michael 

Fleming are from NE FL and do much for local 

veterans and their families. 
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The World Changers Concert is Fri., Dec 8th at 6:30pm at the The St. Augustine Amphitheatre to honor 

and thank God, veterans, first responders, and their families. Guests of honor include Gold Star families 

who have lost military family members in the line of duty, to acknowledge their loss, grief, and continued 

healing. 

The concert event will feature a favorite central Florida band, The Long Run (TLR), an Eagles tribute 

band. Event guest speaker is national bestseller Karen Vaughn, author of “World Changer”, the story of 

her son, Navy Seal Aaron Vaughn. 

If you are interested in donating or sponsoring seats for our worthy vets, first responders, and families, 

please contact Director Chuck Burke at flaburke@hotmail.com. 

Event Page: https://thegarcias.cc/ 

Buy Event Tickets: https://www.theamp.com/.../detail/the-world-changers-concert 

mailto:flaburke@hotmail.com
https://thegarcias.cc/
https://www.theamp.com/.../detail/the-world-changers-concert
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Clay County Chamber of Commerce Florida 

We celebrated the opening of Operation Barnabas Inc.'s Fort Barnabus with a 

ribbon cutting. 

Located off Old Jennings Road, Fort Barnabas will stand as a bastion of hope and 

stability in guiding veterans on their path to stability. Fort Barnabas will be con-

structed as a mixture of portable tiny homes, or “Barnabas Bungalows,” and brick

-and-mortar condo-style family homes. Thank you to our ribbon cutting post 

sponsor Community First Credit Union of Florida. by Joseph Lorentzson 
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  VETERANS COUNCIL OF ST. JOHNS COUNTY 

MINUTES OF GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

October 26, 2023 

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Dudley 

WELCOME AND OPENING REMARKS: Chairman Dudley 

PLEDGE: Chairman Dudley 

INVOCATION: Danny Garcia   

INTRODUCTION OF SPEAKERS/GUESTS: Chairman Dudley 

New attendees introduced themselves to the group.   

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: Minutes of last meeting conducted September 28, 

2023, were presented by Chairman Dudley. Copies of the Minutes and Agenda are 

available on the sign-in table and were sent to members electronically by the Secre-

tary. The minutes were approved by voice vote with no changes.  

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer John Mountcastle presented an updated Treasur-

er’s Report. The Council’s total liquid cash balance as of September 26, 2023, was 

$163,126.41. Treasurer Mountcastle went through some of the expenditures and de-

posits since that time and the new current balance is $165,099.77. This includes a 

Money Market account of $154,394.49, which is earning interest at about 5%.  The 

floor was open for questions and answers regarding the Treasurer’s Report. The 

Treasurer’s Report was approved by voice vote with no changes.  

 

SPEAKERS: 

KAREN MOORE, ST. AUGUSTINE LIGHTHOUSE 

Karen Moore introduced herself and a new program called “The Military Honor 

Plaza” that the St. Augustine Lighthouse is conducting. During WWII the lighthouse 

was actually a Coast Guard Station for patrol of the local beaches and waterways. 

With that connection to the military, and requests from others in the community, it 

has opened up the concept of the need to honor Veterans. The brick area around the 

WWII anchor outside of the lighthouse is going to be turned into an area for mili-



33 

tary recognition only. Bricks can be purchased that will be placed in the Military 

Honor Plaza and each brick will tell a story. A ceremony to honor the opening of 

the Military Plaza will be held on November 10, 2023, and Chairman Dudley will be 

the Keynote Speaker. The Military Honor Plaza bricks are for Veterans (both past 

and present), as well as active military. Flyers were given out to all interested in 

purchasing bricks for the amount of $300.  The floor was open for questions and an-

swers regarding the Military Honor Plaza.   

LYNN GEISER, HOPE 4 VETERANS 

Lynn Geiser introduced herself and the non-profit organization she runs called 

Hope 4 Veterans. Hope 4 Veterans is in four counties, St. Johns County and Clay 

County are the primary focus counties. Hope 4 Veterans runs a Peer-to-Peer Therapy 

Art Program, and the program connects with women of the military to help with 

adjustment back to civilian life and prevent isolation and suicide. The Program in-

cludes the sharing of art and storytelling to help avoid the isolation and institutes 

involvement back into the civilian community. They have found that sharing stories 

and art help the female Veterans accept themselves fully and expounds on their ac-

complishments in life during and after the military. It helps rebuild the confidence 

needed to survive in this day and time.  Ms. Geiser brought some of the artwork and 

masks that have been made by the Veterans to show their accomplishments. The 

floor was open for questions and answers.  

CARL CRICCO, CEO, K9 FOR WARRIORS 

Mr. Cricco introduced himself and gave some background on K9 For Warriors and 

how it was started in 2011 by Shari Duval. The dogs are rescued and trained to help 

Veterans that suffer from PTSD, TBI and MST. The organization is the nation’s largest 

service dog provider and continues to grow.  Each month about 12 Veterans are 

brought on to the campus in Ponte Vedra and spend 3 weeks in a residential pro-

gram. The dog is fully trained and paired with the “right” Veteran. During that 3-

week program the Veteran is introduced to the dog and bonds with and learns how 

to utilize the service dog. There is a new kennel on Phillips Highway and US 1 re-

ferred to as a mega kennel and opened 90 new places for service dogs to be housed 

and trained. The new facility has cut down the wait period from 4 years to around 

18 months and they hope to get that wait period down to around 1 year. There have 

been over 1,000 service dogs for Veterans trained and homed since the inception of 
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K9 For Warriors and they expect to hit 160 this year. The floor was open for ques-

tions and answers.  

Mr. Cricco introduced Veteran John Hannigan and his service dog, Henry. John 

gave a talk on just what he went through before and how he functions now after go-

ing through the K9 For Warriors program and Henry coming into his life.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

VETERANS SERVICE OFFICE UPDATE, JOSEPH MCDERMOTT 

Mr. McDermott was not at the meeting due to medical reasons. Chairman Dudley 

talked about the turnover in the Veterans Service Office and the new people that 

have been hired to replace those positions. The holdup is going to be the training 

programs that the new VSO’s have to go through in order to file claims for our Vet-

erans.  

VETERANS TREATMENT COURT, JOHN LESLIE 

Mr. Leslie introduced himself, Mentor Coordinator for the St. Johns and Putnam 

County Veterans Treatment Court. Although the Treatment Court is actually taking 

Veterans from 6 other counties throughout the NE Florida area.  

The Treatment Court is in its 7th year and brought in 139 veterans into the program 

and has graduated 81 participants. There are 37 veterans currently inflow. The next 

session is scheduled for October 27th at 10:00am in Room 355 of the Judicial Com-

plex.  All are invited to attend and observe the Treatment Court. Mr. Leslie is look-

ing for any new mentors that would be interested in helping in the future. Current-

ly there are 14 mentors and 20 are needed. The Treatment Court will have a table 

with information at the upcoming Veterans Day event on November 11th.  The floor 

was open for questions. 

 

OLD/NEW BUSINESS: 

Chairman Dudley gave an update on the upcoming Veterans Day program that will 

be held on November 11, 2023. The theme for this year’s program will be on the 

Global War on Terrorism and held at Anastasia Baptist Church. The program will 

honor all the Veterans that have served in the last 20 years on the war on terrorism. 
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They will be recognized for their service and presented with a pin to honor them. 

The speaker will be Brigadier General William Temples. Gold Star Mothers will also 

be honored that day. There are 52 display tables planned and will be there support-

ing our Veterans. There is a large turnout expected and Chairman Dudley also 

talked about the parking situation, there will be a shuttle bus to help transport 

people to the program at the church.  

 

The Wreaths Across America Program will be held on December 16th at the St. Au-

gustine National Cemetery and the forms are available to order the wreaths. We are 

behind in sales for this year and everyone to asked to try to participate. Prices were 

discussed.  

 

Chairman Dudley discussed the new homeless shelter that will coming to St. Augus-

tine on SR 16. Other properties are also being looked at to add to the space availa-

ble. Site work should start around the end of November/early December. Comple-

tion is hoped to take place around the end of July 2024. Due to cost, a new design 

has had to be implemented and Chairman Dudley shared pictures of what the new 

site will look like. There are other properties also being looked at with dwellings on 

them that can be restored to house our homeless Veterans.  

 

The floor was opened to all others that had information to share with the Veterans 

Council.  

 

Next Veterans Council meeting will be held on Thursday, November 30th beginning 

at 7:00pm. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:20 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

William Dudley, Chairman  
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 OLDEST HOUSE MUSEUM: "STORIES OF SERVICE" 

The exhibit is the result of an oral history project with veterans in St. Johns County. 

Tuesday, Oct. 17, 2023 - Monday, Jan. 8, 2024 | 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

The St. Augustine Historical Society presents the exhibit "Stories of Service" in the Dunham 

Building Map Gallery at the Oldest House Museum Complex, 14 St. Francis Street. The mu-

seum will display the exhibit from October 17, 2023, through January 8, 2024. A digital 

version of "Stories of Service" is available on the St. Augustine Historical Society's website. 

The project includes tapes of interviews, photographs, and artifacts provided by several vet-

erans from St. Johns County. They represent every branch of the military and nearly every 

conflict from WW II through to today. Robert Covert, Special Collections Manager of the 

Historical Society,  met local veterans and recorded oral history interviews with them. Sev-

eral of the veterans provided materials, documents, and photographs. The goal has been to 

honor our local military veterans' service and to preserve their stories for future genera-

tions. 

Admission: This exhibit can be viewed at the Oldest House Museum Complex. Entrance fees 

are $12.95 for adults, $4.95 for children aged 4 - 17, and $9.95 for seniors and the military. 

See their profile page for additional information.  

When: Tuesday, October 18, 2023 through Saturday, January 8, 2024. The museum is open 

daily from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Where: Oldest House Museum Complex, 14 St. Francis Street, St. Augustine. 

The photo here was taken at Camp Eagle in Vietnam and was contributed to the project by 

Lieutenant Colonel David Blair Craig, who was a member of D Troop, 2/17th Cavalry, 

101st  



37 

Brunswick family of late Army staff sergeant receives mortgage-free home in honor of Veterans Day 

Webb family (Tunnel to Towers Foundation) 

BRUNSWICK, Ga. – The family of a late U.S. Army staff sergeant was 

surprised with the news that their mortgage was paid in full by the 

Tunnel to Towers Foundation in honor of Veterans Day. 

According to the Tunnel to Towers Foundation, from a young age, Ar-

my Staff Sgt. Christopher Webb decided he would join the military -- 

following in the steps of his mother, stepfather, grandfather and uncles.ed Warrior Project Carry Forward 

Webb joined the National Guard as a teenager and later decided to earn his GED. 

He went on active duty in the U.S. Army on Jan. 19, 1996. 

Army Staff Sergeant Christopher Webb (Tunnel to Towers Foundation) 

Unfortunately, on March 7, 2007, Webb was among three soldiers killed following an explosion near 

their vehicle in Baghdad, Iraq, according to the Tunnel to Towers Foundation. 

Webb left behind his wife, Shalan, and their daughter, who was born months before he was deployed to 

Iraq. 

This year, in observance of Veterans Day, the Tunnel to Towers Foundation decided to pay Webb’s family’s 

mortgage on their Brunswick home. 

“Tunnel to Towers’ support has given me the security of knowing I will always have my home,” said Shalan 

Webb. “This will allow me to be more flexible with my work so that I can spend more time with my 

daughter.” 

Army Staff Sergeant Christopher Webb and his daughter (Tunnel to Towers Foundation) 

Shalan said this gift is more than a financial relief. It makes her husband’s service even more meaningful. 

“One of my biggest fears is that my husband and his service to this country will be forgotten,” Shalan said. 

“I’m so extremely thankful to the Tunnel to Towers Foundation for honoring my husband, his service and 

sacrifice, and his family.” 

The Webb family is among 50 families across the country who were honored this year with the gift of a 

mortgage-free home. 

“This Veterans Day, we thank those who volunteered to step up and serve our country and acknowledge 

all they sacrificed to keep us and our country safe,” Tunnel to Towers Chairman and CEO Frank Siller 

said. “For the loved ones of those heroes who protected us at home and abroad, the Tunnel to Towers 

Foundation stands with you in honoring your loved one’s memory and their enduring legacy of service.” 
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Stories of Service: Windsor at Ortega Assisted Living 

Thousands of veterans were recognized across the United States on Veterans 

Day, and that included 12 residents of Windsor at Ortega Assisted Living. 

Author: Rich Donnelly 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — This weekend millions of people flocked to parades to honor veterans across 

the country and thousands of veterans walked in those parades to be honored for their service to our 

country. 

Jacksonville had a large parade as well and at the same time as that parade, another smaller, yet just as 

significant ceremony was taking place elsewhere in the city. 

The bell rang precisely at 11:01am to recognize 12 residents of Windsor at Ortega Assisted Living and 

Memory Care who are also veterans. 

"It's with deep gratitude and immense respect that I stand before you today in the presence of true he-

roes, our veterans who reside here at Windsor at Ortega," said Lisa Doerler, executive director at Wind-

sor Ortega, "their bravery, sacrifice and unwavering commitment to our nation is not forgotten." 

Part of the ceremony included the unveiling of their Wall of Honor, which includes pictures of the resi-

dents now, as well as when they served decades ago. "Just being part of the best country in the world, 

you really can't say enough," said resident and veteran Bill Billy, "it's just a wonderful experience." 

American Legion Auxiliary post 372 built the wall and each veteran resident was honored with a plaque 

for their service. 

"Freedom only lasts one generation," said resident and veteran Joseph Stokes, "you have to stay with it 

so I encourage young people today to back the military." 

Windsor at Ortega's oldest resident is Hazel Womble. At 103 years young she proudly walked to the 

front of the ceremony to be honored for 8 years as an operating room nurse in the Navy. 

"I'm glad that I could go," said Womble, beaming with pride of what she did more than half a century 

ago. 

These veterans were the center of attention for the day. 

"It's unbelievable, this has been the most beautiful presentation I can imagine," said Billy, who served on 

the USS Midway, "I appreciate all these people taking the time to honor us and they all need to be hon-

ored also." 

If you have a Story of Service that you would like us to share, send us an email 

to storiesofservice@firstcoastnews.com. 

mailto:storiesofservice@firstcoastnews.com
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 From C Kevin Crowell, Palatka, FL 

If you recently attended RCPT.USA, Operation Black Cat VII and had fun, enjoy!  

Enioy the moment!  You just experienced the positivity of the Airborne Brotherhood!  

With the Leadership and undeniable love of Val Markham, Bill Markham, Art Shaffer, 

Rick Randall, Eric J. Lewis, John Hoffstetter, Skyshark Dave, David DeSoucy,  

Brent VanEverey, Juan Arrango, Christina Arango, Alex Arrango, John Garrison, 

PA Dave, Peyton Lingle, Jason D. Parker, Russ Battiato,Paul Arentz, and everyone I’m for-

getting; thank you!  

Thank you for everything!  

Here’s some pics of the past!  From meager beginnings!  Some of my favorites!  

God Bless!  

AATW!! 
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  A joyful reunion: Navy Sailor welcomes dog she rescued in 

the Middle East to her new home in Jacksonville 

FLEMING ISLAND, Fla. – A U.S. Navy Sailor reunited with her 

beloved dog that she rescued while on deployment in the Mid-

dle East. 

U.S. Navy Sailor Joy welcomed Koda to her new home Tuesday 

thanks to the organization Paws of War. 

Joy has served 12 years in the military, and during her fourth 

deployment, she came across some puppies that seemed vul-

nerable because there was no mother in sight, according to 

Paws of War. 

One evening, Joy found Koda tired and collapsed from the 

heat, and she did not hesitate to help her recover. Days later, 

they found all the puppies had been killed — except for Koda, 

Paws of War said. 

“My heart broke for her because she was all alone, and obvi-

ously very scared,” she said. 

That’s when Joy knew she had to protect Koda at all costs. 

“She was scared at first, and ran and hid. But, I was able to co-

ax her out of hiding by giving her some water and some chick-

en that I had for lunch that day,” Joy said. 

“I actually picked the name Koda because it means ‘ally’ or 

‘friend’ -- it can also mean ‘little bear’ and she’s all three of 

those things (laughs).” 
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According to Paws of War, when Joy got orders to head back to 

the Jacksonville area, she felt uneasy about leaving Koda be-

hind. 

Joy asked Paws of War for help. Paws of War is an organization 

that brings back dogs and cats rescued by troops serving over-

seas to safety in the U.S. And that’s exactly what Paws of War 

did for Joy. 

The organization worked hard to help get Koda back to the 

U.S., where she will live with Joy. 

When Koda saw Joy for the first time Tuesday since being in 

the Middle East, she ran towards her with a wagging tail, then 

continued to playfully bite Joy and rub against her legs. 

“She really ended up being a big support for me too while I 

was there,” Joy said. 

To learn more about Paws of War visit https://

pawsofwar.org/ and to watch the raw interview with Joy de-

scribing her love for Koda, click the video player below. 
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FIRST COAST NEWS 

  'Special envoy to the president': K9 Mack almost wins class           

presidency, keeps his veteran coming back for more 

Veteran Steve Krist teaches high school creative writing in Jacksonville, and 

his K9 partner, Mack, makes sure the lessons keep coming every day. 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — Service dogs make 

living a normal life possible for so many vet-

erans who battle post traumatic stress disor-

der, or PTSD.  

K9s For Warriors has provided nearly 1,000 

veterans with service dogs since 2011 and 

one of those veterans is Steve Krist. He says 

his K9 companion, Mack, keeps him teaching high 

school in Jacksonville. 

The only thing conventional about Krist's creative writing class at River City Sci-

ence Academy, is roll call. From there, it's anything but a normal class. 

"I like to be very unconventional," Krist told First Coast News.  

One day, Krist's lesson for students was to write a short film with found footage. His 

students quickly reported to class, but then they were out the door to work on their 

videos. And as they left the class, Mack joined right along them. For this class, hav-

ing a dog join them is just a part of the unconventional that has become conven-

tional. 

“He’s got that cot in my classroom and is under my desk, he just chills most of the 

day,” Krist said. 

For obvious reasons, Mack is one of the most popular guys in school. So popular 

that kids at the school have decided to put him on the ballot. 

“They took a photoshop of him, put him on a surfboard and he ran for class presi-

dent," Krist said. "He would have won,” Krist said, but technicalities and actual hu-

man job responsibilities prevented it. 

"We'll just say he's a special envoy to the president," Krist said.    

Photo credit: Lewis Turner 
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And if any of his creative writing students needs a topic to write about, novels could 

be penned about how Steve and Mack came together. 

“I joined the Marine Corps when I was 17," Krist told First Coast News, adding that 

he spent time all over the United States and served a deployment to Iraq. 

But, it was his job in the military, in having to do the indescribable, caused so much 

trauma. As a casualty assistance calls officer, Krist had to deliver the news to a moth-

er, a father, that their son or daughter had been killed and wouldn’t be coming 

home. 

“We’re the people that rang the doorbell,” Krist said. “The families need someone to 

blame so, you take that upon you,” he said. 

It was an incredible burden that took a toll on Krist. 

“When I retired, I was really good at trying to hide my emotions but, I was very bad 

at hiding my emotions," Krist said. “I was just angry, I was unapproachable," he 

added. 

This in turn, made his job as a teacher almost unbearable. 

“I hate saying it, but I almost quit several times because it was just too much," Krist 

said. 

But, the twist in Krist's story comes from his little girl. “My daughter found K9s For 

Warriors,” Krist said. Krist's daughter filled out all of his paperwork and put it 

down on the table in front of him. He remember his daughter saying, “Hey, sign 

this.” From there, the process began and a life-saving relationship was born. “Every 

now and then, Mack will get up and lean against me, and when he leans against me, 

that tells me I need to relax," Krist told First Coast News. "He senses something go-

ing on.” 

So, Mack keeps Steve in the classroom. A new chapter written in class every day, in 

the story of a hero’s journey that’s no longer taken alone. 

“I love it," Krist said. "I love teaching here. And that’s him for me, he’s that guaran-

teed idea that we’re going to do this together.” 
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Man finds old military round in Florida garage; it was live and dangerous 

By MARK PRICE    THE CHARLOTTE OBSERVER • November 1, 2023 

(Tribune News Service) — Garages in Florida can hold all kinds of retiree booty, and one of the stranger 

examples required a bomb team in Alachua County. 

A man cleaning the garage of a deceased relative found a live 30-millimeter round capable of stopping a 

tank. 

“He loaded it up and brought it to the sheriff’s office (in Gainesville),” the Alachua County Sheriff said in 

an Oct. 31 Facebook post. 

“Most of the time, we get sent to emergencies. Today, it came to us. ... The sheriff’s office reminds citi-

zens to not transport live” ordnance. 

Bomb team members rallied outside the building to gently haul the round to “a secure storage bunker 

until it can be turned back over to the military,” officials told McClatchy News in an email. 

It is believed to be from the Vietnam War era and was likely used in a “Gatling gun on the front of the A-

10 aircraft,” officials said. 

There’s no clear explanation why it ended up in a garage, but it is not common for souvenirs of war to 

end up in the backpacks of military personnel. 

It’s considered unsafe, and weapons experts do not recommend hauling such discoveries around, even to 

the sheriff’s office. 

The sheriff’s office added that having its own bomb team “is a glorious asset.” 

From the Alachua County Sheriff 

Most of the time, we get sent to emergencies. Today, it came to us. This live 30-millimeter round was 

located by a citizen cleaning out a relative’s home. He loaded it up and brought it to the Sheriff’s Office. 

Having our own Bomb Team that responded immediately and was able to safely secure the round is a glo-

rious asset to our community and surrounding areas. The Sheriff's Office reminds citizens to not 

transport live ordinance, please contact the Sheriff's Office Nonemergency line. 
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The CJ3 Foundation 

A representative of the CJ3 Foundation will be speaking at the Veterans Council meeting 

on January 25, 2024. 

Please make plans to join us then if not sooner. 

The CJ3 Foundation provides advocacy services at no cost to the wounded/disabled 

American Heroes we support.  

The CJ3 Foundation advocates on behalf of our Recipients to receive assistance they 

need/require.  

This advocacy centers on providing Recipients with referrals for services or support to 

other organizations/agencies established to adequately address/help with specific Re-

cipient issues/needs.  

The CJ3 Foundation works as an interlocutor for and with other VSO's and non-profits 

who have like goals in order to assist Veterans in need.  

The CJ3 Foundation also works to influence changes in policy and legislation that ad-

versely affects our Wounded/Disabled U.S. Military Service Member/Veteran, Law En-

forcement, Firefighter, and Emergency/First Responder brothers and sisters.  

The CJ3 Foundation provides a forum to formalize our advocacy efforts for these groups 

on issues of concern; whether it is a policy change or legislative change required.  

The CJ3 Foundation builds upon this by engaging legislators and their staff to advocate 

for changes in policy and legislation that adversely affects our constituents.  

Finally, the CJ3 Foundation also partners with hunting, fishing, and other recreational 

type groups to provide much needed rest and relaxation activities to our Recipients and 

their families. 
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World War II Veterans now offered free VA Health Care 

by Lindsay Hersey, Stars & Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Nursing home care and medical services are now free to the Greatest Generation 

under a new policy by the Department of Veterans Affairs that waives enrollment fees, copays and 

monthly premiums for the roughly 119,000 World War II veterans still alive. 

The no-cost care is effective immediately under the new VA policies announced Friday. Veterans who 

served between Dec. 7, 1941, and Dec. 31, 1946, are eligible for the free health care. They must be en-

rolled in VA health care to qualify. 

Veterans turned down previously for coverage are encouraged to reapply, as are those denied coverage 

because of income eligibility restrictions. 

The VA is in the process of contacting veterans, their families and their caregivers to inform them of the 

free services. 

Some nursing home officials said Monday that they are waiting to hear from veterans service organiza-

tions on how the free care will be applied and implemented. 

This included the Southwest Louisiana War Veterans Home, which has 13 residents who are World War 

II veterans. Staff there said they are aware of the announcement but are awaiting more information. Of-

ficials at the Maine Veterans’ Homes had a similar response. 

A VA spokesman on Monday did not provide details about the program. 

The changes are part of the Joseph Maxwell Cleland and Robert Joseph Dole Memorial Veterans Bene-

fits and Health Care Improvement Act of 2022. Known as the Cleland-Dole Act, the legislation enables 

the veterans to keep their existing private health plans, Medicare, or other coverage. It also expands 

telehealth coverage and expands services for veteran homelessness, among other provisions. 

The Act was named after the late Sen. Robert Dole, R-Kan., who served in World War II, and the late 

Sen. Joseph Cleland, D-Ga., a Vietnam veteran and former VA administrator. 

More than 16 million Americans served in World War II. About 130 of those veterans are estimated to 

be dying each day, according to the VA. 

“These members of the Greatest Generation answered the call to serve when our nation — and the 

world — needed them most. Now, it’s our job to serve them in every way that we can,” Dr. Shereef 

Elnahal, the VA undersecretary for health, said in a statement last week. 



49 



50 

Observer, Palm Coast, Ormond Beach 

Palm Coast veteran to receive free home upgrades thanks to nonprofit Vettes for Vets 

Vettes for Vets chose U.S. Air Force veteran Christopher Preveziotis, who retired from the Air 

Force in 2017 

By Sierra Williams 

A U.S. Air Force veteran and Palm Coast resident is the surprise recipient of a home improve-

ment package from a national nonprofit. 

Vettes for Vets surprised local veteran Christopher Preveziotis at his home on Oct. 27 with a gi-

ant check labeled “free home restoration.” Vettes for Vets connects local contractors willing to 

donate their time with veterans who need assistance improving their homes. 

Preveziotis retired from the Air Force in 2017 as an E6, or technical sergeant, specializing in 

healthcare administration. He initially enlisted in 1990 but left the service in 1994. In the sum-

mer of 2001, he returned to the Air Force and remained enlisted for the next 16 years. 

Preveziotis, a disabled veteran who is unable to work, said Vettes for Vets offering to complete 

needed upgrades at his home was a complete surprise. He’s very thankful, he said. 

“I had a lot of different feelings all at the same time,” Preveziotis said. “Financially, it’s going to 

help me out a lot but also spiritually … it has given me a better outlook on life.” 

Vettes for Vets was established in 2021 in Charleston, South Carolina by U.S. Marine Corps vet-

eran Jason Dores, who owns a roofing company. The organization helps one veteran per year 

with home improvements in each state in which the nonprofit is active. 

Dores and several other Vettes for Vets members drove down from South Carolina to meet with 

Preveziotis. He said the nonprofit began as a helping-hand volunteer group to help a South Caro-

lina veteran get a new roof. It has since expanded to include the Washington D.C. area, Tennes-

see, Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina and Florida. 

“We’re going to continue growing,” he said. “It started off as just a roof, and now it has moved to 

bathroom remodels, appliances, bill assistance, anything that can help that veteran out.” 

Dores said Vettes for Vets will open in three additional states in 2024 — Michigan, Ohio and Tex-

as — and in 2025 add Pennsylvania and Kentucky to its locations. 

“The goal is in 20 years to knock off all 50 states,” he said. 
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This is Vettes for Vets’ first year in Florida. Ron Boisvert, the organization’s Florida director and a 

Palm Coast resident, said Vettes for Vets raises money and connects to people who want to help 

out through car shows and local Corvette groups. 

“So people with a common interest come and ask, ‘Oh, what’s this about,’” he said “We do the big 

picture thing. We pick a veteran and we do a home improvement to try to get them back up the 

right step.” 

Boisvert said he talks to local veteran service organizations to get recommendations for local vet-

erans who are in need. In Flagler County, he went to the county’s Veterans Services Office, the 

Florida Veterans of Foreign Wars office, and local branches of veteran groups like the American Le-

gion for recommendations.  

Once a veteran is chosen, he said, the hard part is trying to arrange things without the individual 

finding out until the day of the reveal. 

“It’s like having a surprise party for your spouse,” he said. “It’s difficult.” 

Boisvert said Lowe’s has offered to supply the materials for the improvement projects, and he’s re-

ceived verbal confirmations from a roofer, a general contractor and a landscaper. He said the work 

on Preveziotis’ home won’t begin until after the holidays. 

Preveziotis said Vettes for Vets will send someone to look at his home to see what work needs to be 

done, but he knows his home sustained some damage in the recent storms. Preveziotis said he 

doesn’t easily trust people, but having this happen out of the blue has made him feel like a better 

person. 

“It kind of heals me a bit,” he said. “It really opened up something good inside me.” 

  



52 

 

Find old service friends fast! 

Stars and Stripes has partnered with Togetherweserved.com 

(TWS), the largest online community of U.S Military Veterans, 

with over 2.2 million members, and a significant archive of per-

sonal military histories, to help you find and reconnect with peo-

ple you served with in your units, squadrons, ships, or military ba-

ses. 

Together We Served has just launched a brand new portal page to 

help you find old service friends more easily! Simply click on the 

button below to access TWS’s “Buddy Finder” where you simply 

enter a unit you were in, and associated timeframe, to see how 

many TWS Members served with you, ready for you to make con-

tact. 

https://togetherweserved.com/findpeople  

mailto:https://togetherweserved.com/findpeople
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Explore VA benefits and health care,  https://www.va.gov   

Health care 

Apply for VA health care, find out how to access ser-

vices, and manage your health and benefits online. 

Disability 

File a claim for disability compensation for conditions related to your 

military service, and manage your benefits over time. 

Education and training 

Apply for and manage your GI Bill and other education benefits to help 

pay for college and training programs. 

Careers and employment 

Apply for vocational rehabilitation services, get support for your Veteran-

owned small business, and access other career resources. 

Pension 

Apply for monthly payments for wartime Veterans and survivors with 

limited or no income who meet certain age and disability requirements. 

Housing assistance 

Find out if you're eligible for a VA-backed home loan. If you have a ser-

vice-connected disability, see if you qualify for a housing grant to help 

you live more independently. 

https://www.va.gov
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Life insurance 

Explore VA life insurance options for Veterans, service members, and 

families. Manage your policy online, file claims for benefits, and access 

helpful resources. 

Burials and memorials 

Get help planning a burial in a VA national cemetery, order a headstone or 

other memorial item to honor a Veteran's service, and apply for survivor 

and dependent benefits. 

Records 

Apply for a printed Veteran ID card, get your VA benefit letters and medi-

cal records, and learn how to apply for a discharge upgrade. 

Service member benefits 

Find out what benefits you may be eligible for during service and which 

time-sensitive benefits to consider when separating or retiring. 

Family member benefits 

Learn about the benefits you may qualify for as a spouse, dependent, or 

survivor. And find out what you're eligible for as a family member caring 

for a Veteran with disabilities. 

VA department information 

Learn more about the VA departments that manage our benefit and health 

care 
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Patriotic Education – Massing of Colors Ceremony  

Massing of the Colors is a patriotic ceremony 

held to rededicate our faith in the United 

States, to present our support to the National 

Colors, and the Servicemen and Servicewomen 

those Colors represent. MOWW chapters con-

duct Massing of the Colors ceremonies 

throughout the United States and Puerto Rico. 

These ceremonies usually involve color guard 

units from: Active Duty, Reserve and National 

Guard military units; Senior and Junior Reserve Officers Training Corps (ROTC) units; 

armed services auxiliary organizations; state militias; veteran and civic groups; police, sher-

iff and fire departments; and Boy Scout and Girl Scout organizations. 

Please find attached announcement of the February 17, 2024 event at Ridgeview High 

School, Orange Park, Florida, which is hosted by the Ridgeview High School Navy Junior 

ROTC Unit. The is a great community service and patriotic education event.  

Our guest speaker will be Honorable Thomas Hall, former Asst. Secretary of Defense for 

Reserve Forces, and a graduate of The United States Naval Academy.  

Color Guards can be a regular 4-Person Unit w/U.S. Flag and Organizational Flag, a 3-

Person Unit w/U. S. Flag, and if necessary just one person representing an organization car-

rying a U. S. Flag. Contact me for other options. Guests without a Color Guard are encour-

aged to attend this patriotic event.  

Uniform: Military Dress Uniform; Organizational Uniform; Coat and Tie or business casual. 

Call if you have questions.  

Please RSVP NLT 15 December 2023 to Chapter Commander, CWO David McCuistion via 

email at davidmcc44@outlook.com, or by telephone at 423-402-1643.  

Sincerely, and very respectfully, David McCuistion, Chapter Commander 

Northeast Florida MOWW #250, davidmcc44@outlook.com, 423-402-1643 
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From the St. Johns County Parks & Recreation Dept. 

Do you know a Military Veteran with a *Blank Space* on their calendar? Check out our upcoming Veteran Programs 

(SJC Parks and Recreation’s Version). 

 Veteran Fishing: Don’t be overwhelmed by fishing regulations, *Shake It Off* and learn all about Keeping It Legal in 

September. Then join us to explore the *Wonderland* of Surf Fishing in October!  

Veteran Art: Discover your artistic *Style* and try out a different art medium every month. Upcoming programs include 

Print Making and Pumpkin Painting!  

Veteran Kayaking: *I Know Places* for some great wildlife viewing in and *Out Of The Woods* around Hallowes Cove 

and in Deep Creek this fall.  

*All You Had To Do Was Stay* until the end of this post and you’d find the link for more information and program regis-

tration here: https://bit.ly/46HMhEt  

https://bit.ly/46HMhEt
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The Jacksonville Naval Museum Needs You!  
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The flags in 

the poster 

represent the 

46 missing 

men that do 

not have 

photos. 

(Their names 

are listed to 

the right of 

each column) 
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The Florida Veterans Foundation extends its heartfelt grati-

tude to those who have contributed to supporting Florida 

Veterans by purchasing a Gadsden Flag license plate. Through 

the sales of these distinctive plates, the foundation raises 

funds that help provide essential programs, services, and 

outreach materials. With each purchase, supporters display 

their solidarity with Veterans and actively participate in im-

proving their well-being and honoring their sacrifices. Get 

your plate today at:           

https://www.helpflvets.org/gadsden-plate.   

mailto:https://www.helpflvets.org/gadsden-plate
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From the VFW Aux-National Organization 

Spread patriotism through song! 

 

Youth are encouraged to enter the VFW Auxiliary’s national an-

them singing contest, Get Excited for the Red, White and Blue! 

Contestants may sing “The Star-Spangled Banner” in the arrange-

ment and genre of their choice: rock, pop, reggae, R&B, hip-hop, country, classical and oth-

er genres are accepted. But they can’t change the words! 

 

The contest consists of two grade divisions: K-8 and 9-12. Entries are due to a local VFW 

Auxiliary by March 31, 2024.  

 

Visit https://vfwauxiliary.org/what-we-do/youth-activities/ for contest eligibil-

ity, rules, an entry form, to see the 2023 winners’ videos and more.  

https://vfwauxiliary.org/what-we-do/youth-activities/
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From American Legion 5th District FL  
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Are You eligible to file for benefits based on Presumptive Exposure? 

Were you exposed to hazardous materials while serving in the military, such as from Agent Or-

ange or burn pits? Did you serve in Vietnam, Thailand or Southwest Asia? If so, you may be eligible to 

file for service-connected benefits based on presumptive exposure. 

Over the course of the last six months, VA has begun processing service-connected disability claims for 

six new presumptive conditions related to exposure to hazardous materials. 

In May 2021, VA started implementing provisions of the William M. Thornberry National Defense Au-

thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (NDAA), adding bladder cancer, hypothyroidism and Parkinsonism 

to the list of medical conditions presumptively associated with exposure to Agent Orange. A few 

months later, VA added asthma, rhinitis and sinusitis (to include rhinosinusitis) on a presumptive basis 

based on particulate matter exposures during military service in Southwest Asia and certain other areas. 

Any Veteran who was previously denied service-connection for any of these six conditions but had 

symptoms manifest within 10 years of military service would need to file another claim. Be sure to 

use VA Form 20-0995, “Decision Review Request: Supplemental Claim” when filing. The claim form 

should include the name of the medical condition and also specify that the medical condition is being 

claimed due to in-service exposure to environmental hazards. 

VA is committed to assisting Veterans who may have been exposed to hazardous materials during their 

military service. 

Be sure to stay plugged in to www.va.gov for the most recent developments around environmental haz-

ards; VA is constantly conducting research and surveillance, as well as reviewing scientific literature for 

conditions that may be related to exposure during military service. 

If you feel you have a chronic condition attributed to an in-service exposure, we highly encourage you 

to file a claim. For more in-

formation about VA benefits 

and eligibility, or how to file a 

claim, Veterans and survivors 

can visit VA’s website 

at www.va.gov or call toll-

free at 1-800-827-1000. 
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Vietnam Veterans of America 

If you are a Vietnam Era Veteran and live in one of 

these counties, please contact the President for in-

formation as to how to join 

                           Chapter/President/email/Location 

1046   Albert White                                                             

1048   Bob Adkins      adk123robert@outlook.com  

1059   Dave Treffinger     dtreffinger433@msn.com    

1084   Bill Jefferson             bill_jefferson@comcast.net   

1088   Roy (Corky) Rudd           corkstopper50@yahoo.com; Nassau 

1092   Forest Hope                       foresthope@usa.net; Gainesville 

1134   Marvin Lagle                     mdlagle@gmail.com; Baker  

Veterans Council of Clay 

County: 

President: Ansil Lewis 

Meeting day is the same, first 

Wednesday of the month, but 

the location is changed to Clay 

County Administration Build-

ing, 1st floor conference 

room, 477 Houston St., Green 

Cove Springs, FL 32043. 

Meeting start at 11 a.m. 
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Veterans Councils of Northeast Florida  

      BAKER COUNTY  

      President: Larry Porterfield  

      Meetings: 

      Second Thursday of each month  

      Location:  

      MacClenny Primitive Baptist Church  

      Fellowship Hall on North Boulevard  

                 Time : 1800 (6pm)  

 

CLAY COUNTY     DUVAL COUNTY     

President: Harry Silvers     President  

Meetings:      Meetings: 

First Wednesday of each month    Third Tuesday of each month 

Location:      Location: 

American Legion Post 250    American Legion Post 37 

3939 County Rd 218     Main Building 

Middleburg, FL 32068      San Juan Avenue   

Time: 1400 (2pm)     Tome: 1900 (7 pm) 

 

NASSAU COUNTY     St. Johns County 

President: Mike Doran     President: Bill Dudley 

Meetings:      Meetings: 

First Thursday of each month    Last Thursday of each month 

Location:      Location:  

American Legion Post 54    Health & Human Services building 

626 South 3rd St     Muscovy room, 1st floor 

Fernandina Beach fit 32034    200 San Sebastian View, St. Augustine 

Time: 1900 (7pm)     Time: 1900 (7pm) 
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The Veterans Council of St. Johns County is proud to           

announce that it has modernized its website and created        

a Facebook page. 

We are inviting all veterans to visit our website at:                          

NEW  http://www.veteranscouncilsjc.org  

The Veterans Council will post items of interest to 

all veterans, post pictures, articles, flyers, events, 

etc.  We will post our meetings dates and keep 

you informed about events at the Jacksonville 

and St. Augustine National Cemeteries. 

          Please join our group on Facebook at:       

                http://veteranscouncilsjc.org  

 

           Please select Join the Group to become a member 

. 

Once you have joined the Veterans Council Facebook group you 

will be able to post your meetings, pictures, articles, fund raisers, 

etc. It will be your common site to go to and see what’s happening. 

The website and Facebook page were updated and created so 

that there would be a central place to list all veterans activities in 

NE FL. 

You may have noticed the Veterans Council’s new logo, it was 

created by Roy Havekost. 

He can be contacted at webmaster@veteranscouncilsjc.org 

 

 

mailto:http://www.veteranscouncilofstjohns.org
http://veteranscouncilsjc.org
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 The Veterans Council of St. Johns County welcomes 

article submissions from all County Veterans & 

organizations. Articles should be of interest to all and 

veterans related. Submissions may be edited &/or 

shortened and used if space permits. 

Send to:  rothfeldm@gmail.com  

  
 
 

The Veterans Council of St. Johns County, Inc. is a        
Not For Profit Florida Corporation. 

 

Our formation date was July 4, 2001 in a proclamation 
issued by the St. Johns County Commissioners. It is 
composed of representatives of the various veterans' 
organizations within St. Johns County. 
 

The Veteran's Council will work with city and county 
governments and other local organizations to achieve 
the mutual goal to provide a central agency to assist in 
the coordination and presentation of matters concerning 
veterans and veterans activities in St. Johns County. 
 

The Veteran's Council will endeavor to precipitate, stim-
ulate and assist various organizations as they perform 
patriotic events. One of the major purposes is the pro-
motion and education of national patriotic matters. 
 

The St. Johns County Veterans Council meets the 

last Thursday of the month at 7 pm. 

 The Veterans Council will meet at the Coun-

ty Health & Human Services Building,       

200 San Sebastian View 

Auditorium, 1st floor 

Veterans Council of  St. Johns County,     

“Helping  All Veterans” 

Veterans Service Office 
 200 San Sebastian View, Suite 1400         

St. Augustine, FL 32084 

(physical location) 
The VSO Office is located in the St. Johns County Health and  

Human Services Building.  
 

The office is open from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. daily, 
Monday through Friday excluding holidays. 

  

Service is by appointment. 
Phone: 904-209-6160   Fax: 904-209-6161 

Joseph McDermott, VSO 

Travis Neidig, Assistant VSO 

Angela McKenzie, Assistant VSO 

Lori Chapman, Assistant VSO 

Anna Marie Scott, Office Specialist 

The views expressed in The Patriot Reader Newsletter articles, submissions and spotlights 

are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the views of the Veterans Council of 

St. Johns County or the editors of The Patriot Reader. It is the purpose of this periodical to 

share a variety of information that pertain to local veterans and their organizations.  


