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Message from the Chairman

Fellow Veterans:

I hope everyone had a
nice Thanksgiving with
family and loved ones
while managing to stay
safe.To say this has been a
challenging year would be
understating the issues we
have been confronted
with. However, Ameri-
cans are resilient and
meeting challenges is in
our DNA.

The Veterans Council has
been conducting live
meetings for several
months now. We meet in
the St. Johns County Au-
ditorium at 500 San Se-
bastian View. Out attend-
ance has averaged about
20 attendees per meeting,
We would like to see the
attendance increase to the
levels enjoyed pre-Covid
19. We have a large venue
with lots of space to so-
cially distance so there is
very little risk of expo-
sure during the meeting.
Masks are worn when en-
tering and leaving and

optional during the meet

ing if proper distance is
maintained. Our next

meeting will be Dec. 17 at

7 PM. Please plan to join us

50 as to stay informed about

the activities your Veterans
Council is involved in.
This past Saturday, Nov 21

State Senator Travis Hutson

hosted his annual fundraiser

luncheon for the Veterans
Council. This year’s event
was held at the Caddy
Shack, World Golf Village.
The luncheon was well at-
tended and the buffet food
was outstanding, The Veter-

ans Council would like to

express its sincere apprecia—

tion to Senator Hutson for
providing this annual fund
raiser and his personal con-
tribution to helping veter-
ans in our community.

We are in the final days of
conducting our Wreaths
Across America sale of
wreaths for this year’s cere-
mony. As I have previously
written concerning this
year’s ceremony, we are
limited to 50 volunteers to

unload the truck and place

Michae! Rothfeld, Editor

December 2020

the wreaths on Friday,
Dec.18. A ceremony will
be held on Saturday, Dec.
19 to lay the ceremonial
wreaths honoring each of
the service branches. If
you haven’t purchased a
wreath for this year, there
is still time. Wreaths are
$15 each and the purchase
of two wreaths will result
in three wreaths being
provided by the WAA or-
ganization. Please pur-
chase a wreath now and
be a part of this year’s cer-
emony as we honor those
who gave their all for this
country.

Bill Dudley

Chairman

Veterans Council of St.

Johns County




St. Augustine DAR members
donating puzzle books to

Lassen Veterans

St. Johns County Sheriff Kukar and his father

Mr. Kukar are in the first pic, the second is our

new administrator Steel Dutton talkjng with

the residents.

The first pic here is our old flag being retired by the
Cadets, the second is that same flag being presented to
Mr. Joseph Tillman. After it was presented to him,
later when talking with the cadets he asked that they
take it back to school with them and use it for training
purposes. He said it would serve a better purpose than

being put in. a shadow box

St Augustine High School JROTC beginning

Flag Ceremony on Veterans Day

The first pic is Mr. Ivo Henry getting ready for
lunch, the second pic is Joseph Tillman (Tye
Dye) Taking a bite of the amazing chicken

wings made by one of our kitchen staff.




- The Jacksonville National Cemetery
Greetings from the Support
Committee at the Jacksonville
National Cemetery

The Support Committee invites everyone to
attend its next scheduled meeting. The
meeting will be at 6:00pm. The meeting will take place at Community Hospice,
4266 Sunbeam Rd., Jacksonville, FL 32257 in Conference Room A.

Jacksonville National Cemetery Support Committee Meetings for 2018
At Community Hospice of NE FL.
4266 Sunbeam Rd, Jacksonville, FL 32257
Hadlow Bldg — Conference Room A 6:00pm

DATES OF 2020 SC at JNC MEETINGS, All on Mondays
Dec 7th

+++++++++++2020 Officers of the SCUJNC++++++++++++
Chairman: Steve Spickelmier
Vice Chairman: Bill Dudley, Treasurer: Pat Welch
Secretary: Kathy Church, Judge Advocate: Don Guthrie
Master-At-Arms: Mike Smith, Historian: Win Delpizzo
Chaplain: Pat Archuleta, Public Affairs: Pat Mulvihill

The Veterans Council of St. Johns County meets
on the lastThursday of the month, all are invited
to attend. We meet at the County Administration

Building, 500 San Sebastian View, at 7 pm

All SJC Health Guidelines will be followed.
Please stay safe, Bill Dudley, Chairman, VC of §]C

Upcoming Veterans Council Meetings Speakers

December 17, Jeff Lay, US Veterans Reserve Corps
January 28, Nick Howland, Fire Watch

February 25, Nila/Bruce Thompson, Info Blast of Florida, Veterans Ascend




Local Veterans Exhibit

The St. Johns County Clerk of the Circuit Court and Comptroller is honoring the
men and women who served in the armed forces of the United States with this
virtual exhibit of a few of the thousands of discharge certificates recorded at the
Clerk’s office. In the fall of 1919, one year after the end of World War One, the St.

Johns County Clerk of Court began recording discharge certificates.

Veterans brought their discharge certificates to the Courthouse, located in 1919
at the corner of Charlotte and Treasury

streets in the colonial part of St. Augustine.
The Clerk’s staff made photographs and re-

turned the original certificate.

THE 1919 ST. JOHNS COUNTY COURT-| °
HOUSE. IMAGE COURTESY OF SAINT AU-|
GUSTINE HISTORICAL SOCIETY, PHOTO |
MADE CIRCA 1960.

This virtual exhibit offers a sampler of the

veterans who served from the time of the Spanish-American War and Philippine-
American War (1898) through World War Two (1945).These veterans filled a wide
range jobs.The exhibit ends with 1945 as privacy regulations restrict the display

of more recent documents.

The information in the discharge certificates changed over time.You can read
about where each person served, their health and character, and their occupa-
tion before enlisting. You might read about identifying marks and scars or
whether the person could ride a horse.There is also information on final pay and

transportation home.

The images of the discharge documents in this exhibit were made between 1919

and 1945, using the technology available at that time.

Please view the gallery of images:

https://stjohnsclerk.com/local-veterans-exhibit-gallery



https://stjohnsclerk.com/local-veterans-exhibit-gallery

Army vet, service dog share their story with national TV audience
Louie Belluomini and Star will be featured on Rachael Ray
By Lissa Guyton

TOLEDO, Ohio (WTVG) - A local Army veteran and his service
dog shared their story with a national television audience as the

duo appeared on the Rachael Ray Show on Veterans Day.

We first introduced you to Louie Belluomini and Star a few years
ago. Star not only lives with Louie and his family, she also goes to

work with him. Louie is a full-time paramedic at the Amazon facili-

ty in Rossford. He is also a part-time paramedic for Putnam Coun-
ty EMS and Star rides in the ambulance with him. Louie says Star was the first service dog in

the United States to work with her handler in an ambulance.

Louie served in the Army for nine years with tours of duty in both Iraq and Afghanistan.
Once he got home, he battled PTSD, a hip injury, and aTraumatic Brain Injury. He took
medicine and went to therapy, but he says Star changed everything.

“She actually wakes me up from nightmares and sleepwalking," says Louie. "Nights were
certainly my hardest time, she’s rescued me from all that. She’s really been the answer to all
my issues. She has been the best medicine, and I want other veterans to know about the
powerful work of service dogs and the work of the organization that trained her. She came
from an organization called K9s for Warriors. She is a wonderful, smart, kind and funny dog.
She’s a five-year-old Golden Retriever, and I am so grateful for what she has done for me

and my farnﬂy.”

If you'd like to learn more about K9s for Warriors, get connected to

Www.k9sforwarriors.org/ .You can also learn more about Louie and Star’s incredible bond

at wWww, captainlouieandstar. com/ .


http://www.k9sforwarriors.org/
http://www.captainlouieandstar.com/

Veteran honored with new home in Fernandina Beach
NEWS4]AX.Com FERNANDINA BEACH, Fla. —

Sgt. Bradley Thomas of the Marine Corps and his wife, Kori, received a life-
changing surprise on Veterans Day: a brand new, mortgage-free home in Fernan-
dina Beach.

It’s all thanks to Maxwell House, which worked in partnership with Operation Fi-
nally Home.

Thomas, a decorated veteran, has overcome several hardships while transitioning
from military to civilian life. He’s medically retired from service four years after

being injured by a roadside bomb.

Post-traumatic stress lingered and joblessness was a reality, but Thomas perse-

vered.

He’s dedicated his life to giving back to his fellow veterans and family. He’s even
started his own nonprofit with the sole mission of helping veterans through fish-

ing charters and guided hunts.

Thomas is just one of hundreds of thousands of veterans who have struggled to
find a home that fits their needs, as well as their family’s needs. And homelessness

among the nation’s veterans is a very real and painful reality.

But now, there’s new hope for Thomas and his family members, who plan to be in

their new Fernandina Beach home before Christmas.




Mailman Cleans Veteran’s Tombstones on His Days Odd From Work
By Anastasia Arellano, TheVeterans Site

Clarence Hollowell lives in Jacksonville, Florida where he works as a
U.S. Postal Service mailman. While he works hard at his job, he also hap-
pens to work hard at his hobby.

On his Sundays off, Hollowell spends his time at the Old City Ceme-
tery in Springtield, Florida, cleaning the headstones of veterans who have

passed away. Hollowell has been doing this for two years.

Hollowell first got involved when he was living in North Carolina, his
home state. As he shared with the Florida Times-Union, it’s his way of
honoring those who served their country. Hollowell, himself, was enlist-
ed in the Army for three years. He’s also had other family members serve
in the military as well. Therefore, he feels that this was a way for him to

give back to his military community.

He stated to the media, “Every town has a story. These guys probably
never left their hometowns and, let’s face it, had the greatest adventure

of their whole lives.”




NEW Museum Tells the Story of the U.S. Army

The National Museum of the United States Army officially opened at Fort Belvoir, Virginia. It is
the first museum to tell the entire story of the Army, which has existed since June 14, 1775 —

even before the existence of the United States itself.

The Army "has been a force for profound good in our world," said Acting Defense Secretary

Christopher C. Miller, who spoke at the museum's opening event.

"From the fields of Lexington [and] Concord to the hills of San Juan and from the cliffs of Nor-
mandy to the Korangal Valley, more than 30 million brave men and women have donned the Ar-
my uniform to fight for freedom at home and abroad," Miller said. "For more than 240 years,
they made innumerable contributions to our nation and the world — not just in combat, but also
in humanitarian assistance, disaster relief, international cooperation and other vital missions.

Their feats are enshrined throughout this museum."

Construction on the 185,000-square-foot museum, which is just a 16-mile drive from the Na-
tional Mall in Washington, began in 2017. The museum is a joint venture between the Army and

the Army Historical Foundation.

The museum includes the "Soldiers' Stories Gallery," which features pictures and biographical

information for more than 40 soldiers from all periods in Army history.

Additionally, various galleries cover Army involvement in significant periods of U.S. history.
These include the Revolutionary War and the founding of the United States, the period leading up
to and including World War I, World War II, the Cold War and the "Changing World Gallery,"
which chronicles the period from 1990 to today.

Special features of the museum include a theater; a gallery that focuses on the Army's relationship
with civilian society; an immersive experience that allows visitors to attempt to experience what
trench warfare was like during World War I; and a gallery that documents the experience of

World War II's Nisei soldiers, who were born in the U.S. to parents who emigrated from Japan.
In all, there are 11 galleries and nearly 1,390 artifacts available for visitors to see.

"The exhibits shown here promote a deeper understanding and appreciation of the Army's
achievements," Miller said. "They illuminate the hard-earned lessons of war and tell us why we

must continue to adapt and lead in a world fraught with danger. And the personal narratives




woven throughout these halls will encourage and inspire the next generation of soldiers, who will

lead the world's finest fighting force to even greater heights in the future."

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Army Gen. Mark A. Milley said the museum will finally al-

low visitors to understand what the Army does to protect American freedom.

"We cannot truly appreciate the sacrifice of our soldiers, from the Continental Army to today, or
comprehend what they went through unless we see the weapons they used, feel the uniforms they

wore, hear the stories they told, or read the letters they wrote," he said.

And while visitors of today will never experience what soldiers of the past have gone through
fighting America's wars, Milley said, the National Museum of the United States Army will allow

them to see all that history in one place for the first time.

"[We] will never fight through the haze and the mustard gas of the Meuse-Argonne. We're not go-
ing to hear the whiz and the snap of their ... rounds while assaulting the last 100 yards of Omaha
Beach. And, no, we're not going to suffer the blistering cold of the Chosin Reservoir or smell the
smoke [of] the la Drang Valley," he said. "But we can come here — we can see the relics and hear
the stories through the eyes and the voices of the individual soldiers who endured so much for the

cause of freedom and their unrelenting devotion to the Constitution of the United States."

Those Wishing to tour the museum can do so by first visiting the website at

Www.thenmusa.org and ordering a free ticket.




Each year in Dec the Veterans Council sponsors the annual Wreaths Across America program at our
St. Augustine National Cemetery. This is a public event with our local citizens purchasing wreaths and

placing them on a headstone of their choice.

This year, due to the Covid-19 virus, the National Cemetery Administration has restricted the number of

people we can have in the cemetery.

In keeping with their current policy, we will have 50 volunteers on Friday, 18 Dec. 2020 to unload the
truck and place the wreaths directly onto each gravesite. Then on Sat. 19 Dec, we will have a small cere-
mony of 10 people to conduct a small ceremony and place the ceremonial wreath representing each

branch of service followed by a playing of Taps.

Thanks, Bill Dudley, Chairman, Veterans Council of St. Johns County

lalo

WREATHS

AMERICA

DECEMBER 19, 2020

Each December, on WNational Wreaths Across America Day, our mission to
Remember, Honor and Teach is carried out by coordinating wreath-laying
ceremonies at Arlington National Cemetery, as well as at more than 2,158 additional
locations in all 50 U.S. states, at sea and abroad. In 2019, approximately 2.2 million
veteran wreaths were placed on headstones at participating locations around the
country, including St. Augustine National Cemetery, in honor of the service and
sacrifices made for our freedoms.

The Wreaths Across America Program in St. Augustine will be very limited this year
from preceding years. Due to the restrictions placed by NCA policies having to do with
the Covid-19 pandemic, we are limited to a non-public ceremony.

A very reduced number of volunteers will place the wreaths on the headstones so as to
be sure we are properly maintaining personal spacing in accordance with NCA
guidelines. Ceremonial wreaths will be placed by a member from each service branch:
USA, USN, USMC, USAF, USCG, USMM and POW/MIA. A Bugler will perform taps.

Wreaths Across America is dedicated to ensuring that headstones in all America’'s
National Cemeteries are adormed with a live holiday wreath at Christmas.

Donation levels for individual wreaths start as low $15.00 per wreath. If two wreaths are
purchased at $30.00 the council receives a free wreath (3 for cost of 2). Our local
businesses are encouraged to participate. With more than 1,200 gravesites the project
is truly considerable. Make your checks payable to WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA and
send to: Veterans Council of St. Johns County, P. O. Box 2117, St. Augustine, FL
32085-2117. We are a 501(c)(3) for donation purposes.

For additional information, including donation levels, please contact: George Linardos
(CPT-USA -Fmr) at 904-495-6111.
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WREATHS across AMERICA

Wreath Sponsorship Form
“Sponsored weaths are piaced on the grave markers at state, nahanal veterans cemetenas as well a3 local cemeteres each Decamber. Wraaths may ba purchasad onine at
wen Wreaths A ossfumerica crg

If you wish %o makea your spansorship with 8 credkt card plesse wan our weballe for a secure onfine transaction.
Name: Please make checks payable to:
Address: Wreaths Across America
City: PO Box 2117
Suate: zip. St. Augustineg, Florida 32085-2117
Phone: Questions? Please call 904-4856111
Emai:

Do we have permission 10 publicize your name &s & spansor?
_Yesor _ No, | wish ta remain Ananymous

Sponsorship Price Quantity Total

Individual = 1 Wreath (Buy 2 we get 1 additional froe) $15.00

Maied "In Honor™ card = If you wish to send & mallad honor

card %eling someane of yaur spansorship-see “In Hanar® $2.00

secton biow. Card wil not ba maked If the $2 42 is not ’

inchuced

Famity = & Wreaths $60.00

Small Business = 15 Weealhs $150.00

Corporate = 150 Wreaths $1,500,00
Grand
Total

SORRY- WE CAN NOT TAKE VE SPECIFIC REQUESTS
In Honor of: In Memory of:

This name will be listed on our enline memory wall, please
provice name, rank, branch of service and state resided

Plesse provide email of “In Honor OF recipient, or maifing
address 50 a card can be sent notifying them of your
sponsorship in their honor. (if you have a specific message
please write it on the back of this sheet and we will include it)

5 Branch of Service:
Email:
Rank:
Mailing:
State:
All sponsorships are sent directly to the location. No wreaths are sent to the individuals purchasing sponsorships.
Location [D: FLSNSA Fundraising Group [D: FLOO80
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY:
Cash §: ToralS: Date:
Total #Checks: Reconciled:
MO'S: OEN:
Entered:
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Korea,The Forgotten War: Remembered

On the 70th year Anniversary of the start of the Korean War, the Veterans Council of St. Johns
County produced a documentary, “Korea, The Forgotten War: Remembered” to Honor Korean

War veterans on this unusual Veterans Day 2020.

The documentary was broadcast on WJCTTYV, the PBS affiliate in Jacksonville, FL. on November
11th, Veterans Day and then rebroadcast on Sunday November 15th.

The Council thanks Dr. Henry Moreland, President of the Korean War Veterans Association,
chapter 200, Jacksonville for his help in this project.

Here are some of the Heroes in the video who remembered their Korean War experiences.

i’ﬁé B (TS ey
Forgotten War

Here is the link to view the entire Korean War documentary

https://youtu.be/TUgNf ryFPY
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https://youtu.be/TUgNf_ryFPY

St. Johns County Veterans Council
December Meeting

 Thursday, December 17 | 7:00 p.m.
+ St. Johns County Administration Building | 500 San Sebastian View
« Speaker | Jeff Lay, speaking on U.S. Veterans Reserve Corps

FFor more information, please call 904.209.6160.

From Veterans Council Chairman Bill Dudley
Subject: VA Transportation Assistance

I received the email below from Dr. McKenzie. If any
of our veterans require transportation assistance to
any VA medical centers, have them call our CBOC at
904- 829-0814 and ask for the primary social worker

for help with transportation.

We recently found that we are able to assist with pa-
tients who have significant issues with transportation
to VA medical centers. Our primary care social worker
can assist with this problem. Patient can call here and
ask that she be notified of problem. She will be able to

contact them and attempt to provide assistance.
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Veteran Garden Project of St. Augustine Fl. is at

Veterans Affairs Community Based Clinic.

We are thankful for our Veterans everyday! We had a great morning doing an area beautifi-
cation at our local VA CBOC.

*Our leadership team was honored to share our gratitude to all our Heros, veterans, VA
nurses, doctors, and staff! We hope these new planter gardens bring joy and inspiration to

all who visit! ®

Much thanks to our (@veterangardenproject veteran volunteers and our sponsors at

(@southernhorticulture for making it happen!

We planted red fire spike & firecracker, yellow/red Hibiscus, and a few companion plants
like sweet alyssum, and butterfly milkweed to add more beauty & invite beneficial pollina-
tors to the space. Thank you to all our veterans and those who take care of our veterans. We

appreciate you all everyday! .

(@veterangardenproject

@southernhorticulture

#thankfuleveryday #veteransday #veteranshelpingveterans
#staugustineflorida #stjohnscounty #veteranadministration
#supportourveterans #gardentherapy #plantsmakepeoplehappy
#veterannonprofit #posttraumaticgrowth #communitylove

#Communitysupport #Veterangardens #thankaveterantoday
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Congratulations to the UNF Military Student of the Year,
Tyler Johns!

Tyler Johns is a five—year U.S. Navy veteran.,

While serving as an Aviation Electronic’s Mate,
he earned a Navy and Marine Corps Achieve- ﬂ ,M A |
ment Medal, Good Conduct Medal, Global War 0 b & (1
on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, National ™ |
Defense Service Medal, Navy Unit Commenda- |
tion, and Navy Pistol Sharpshooter Ribbon. Ty-

ler is currently pursuing a Bachelor of Science in !

il G&;“ ’ & S
CAPT Bob Buehn, USN (Ret),

UNF Veterans Resource Center

Electrical Engineering at UNF and is dedicated
his studies as evidenced by his appearance on the P and Tyler Johns
Dean’s List and his involvement with the UNF Robotics Club. He is al-
so a Veterans Affairs (VA) work study student in the Military and Veter-
ans Resource Center (MVRC), where he is well known for his willing-
ness to assist students and staff members. In addition to being an ex-
ceptional student and VA work study, Tyler is the current president of
the UNF Chapter of Student Veterans of America (SVA) club, which
demonstrates his deep commitment to helping our community of vet-
erans on campus. As the president, he’s had to pivot to conduct meet-
ings and officer business remotely due to COVID-19; under his leader-
ship this club’s transition to an online environment was seamless. For
these reasons, coupled with his steadfast advocacy in all matters atfect-

ing the military-affiliated population at UNF, Tyler is well deserving of
the 2020-2021 Military Student of the Year award.
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Veterans Council of St. Johns County, Inc.
Minutes of November 19, 2020

Officers present: Chairman Bill Dudley, Treasurer John

Mountcastle, Advisor Joe McDermott. Not Present,

Secretary Michael Rothfeld,Vice Chairman Ray Quinn,
Chairman Dudley called the meeting to order at 7:00
PM and led the Pledge of Allegiance. Pastor Don Kabrich gave the Invocation.

Minutes of October’s meeting and Treasurer’s Report as of 18 November 2020

were approved as presented.

Introduction of Guests: Denise Olsen (Guest Speaker), Ron Howard, Kathy
and Andy Fleming, David Mynett, and DeWayne Blackmon.

Speaker: Denise Olsen led a discussion supplemented by a thorough Power-
Point presentation on the sources of information for investigating one’s search
for ancestors, with an emphasis on the discovery of military service references.
Her presentation was very thorough and provided numerous sources includ-

ing Ancestry.com, Family Search (Mormon Church), and Fold3.

Committee Reports:

Mac: VSO Updates - Updated Blue Water Navy claims and noted that ship logs
for every ship of that period have been downloaded into the VA database,
which should speed up eligibility determination.

Bill: Wreaths Across America Update —The unloading of wreaths will com-
mence at 9:00 AM on Friday 18 December, with a maximum of 50 volunteers
present due to COVID-19 protocols.The NG has announced that they will pro-
vide Soldiers to supplement our volunteer cadre that day if needed to make 50
total. The formal Ceremony on Saturday, 19 December, is limited to 10 total

participants.
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Update on new CBOC, Homeless Veterans Initiatives —The construction of
the new CBOC is moving along smoothly, still tracking to a mid-summer open-
ing. Bill will soon be conferring with County Commissioner Jeremiah Blocker
and staff to discuss and pave a way to converting use of the existing CBOC to

housing/ shelter for homeless veterans.

John L:Veterans Treatment Court update — 72 Participants entered with 36
graduates so far. Still operating via Zoom sessions. One observation was that
for the most recent two to three months the court has experienced a noticea-
ble increase in failed Urine Analyses for drugs or alcohol.
VVA 1084: Not holding a November membership meeting due to hol-

idays.

Toys for Tots: VVA-1084 is hosting the Hastings Distribution location for
Toys for Tots on 17 (arrival of toys), 18 (sort gifts by age and sex), and 19 De-

cember for the official distribution to registered families.

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm,The next meeting of the Veterans Council will
be onThursday, December 17,2020, 7 pm in the County Administration Build-
ing, 500 San Sebastian View.

Future speakers:

Dec. 17  Jeff Lay, 1st SGTs Veterans Reserve Corps

Jan. 28 Nick Howland, Fire Watch

Feb. 25 NilaThompson, Information Blast of FL, Veterans Ascend

Respectfully submitted,

John Leslie,
VTC Mentor Coordinator
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The Cecil Field POW/MIA Memorial
Invites You to an Event

Commemorating the 30" Anniversary
of
Operation Desert Shield and Storm

In August 1990, the United States launched Operation DESERT SHIELD, leading 35 nations to stand against
an unprovoked Iraq invasion and occupation of Kuwait. This operation build-up culminated on 17 January
1581, with the unleashing of Operation DESERT STORM, comprising the largest coalition of allied nations
as a single combat force since World War Il. On 28 February 1991, President Gearge H. W. Bush declared
the suspension of offensive actions, signaling the end of hostilities, and the successful liberation of Kuwait.
The participation of Jacksonville military community alone included 27 squadrons, 14 Naval and Military
Sealift Command ships, and countless staff and medical detachments.

To honor the 30th anniversary of Operation DESERT SHIELD and Operation DESERT STORM, and
specifically those who served from the Jacksonville area units, the Cecil Field POW/MIA Memorial is
hosting a remembrance ceremony commencing at 1030 on Saturday, February 27, 2021. The ceremony
will be held at the Chapel of the High-Speed Pass and on the future site of the National POW/MIA
Memorial and Museum, This tribute will include the dedication of the new Aircrew Memorial, and 2 Gold
Star Families Memorial. A BBQ Luncheon will be served to attendees.

Date and Time
February 27, 2021
10:30 am until 1:00 pm
Location
Cecil Field POW/MIA Memorial Property
6112 POW-MIA Memorial PKWY

Jacksonville, FL 32221

Event Activities
Commemeoration of 30™ Anniversary of Desert Shield and Storm
(inside Chapel)

Dedication of the New Aircrewman Memorial
Dedication of a Gold Star Families Memaorial
(Outside)

BBQ Luncheon
(Tent Area)

Uniform of the Day

Flight Jacket
Business Casual

Event Registration
https://www.powmiamemorial.org/storm30anniversary
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Cecll Fleld POW/MIA Memorial, Inc,
65112 POW-MIA Memarial Pkwy
Jacksonville, FL 32221

{504) 303-8907

Invitation to Sponsor

The National POW/MIA Memorial and Museum will be hosting an event Commemorating the 30"
Anniversary of Desert Storm/Shield In recognition of Desert Storm Veterans Day 2021. Expected
attendance is 500 civilian guests, veterans, and dignitaries both military and political.

The event will be held at the POW/MIA property located on the former NAS Cecil Field (1941-1999).

6112 POW-MIA Memorial Parkway, Jacksonville, FL 32221
Saturday, February 27, 2021 at 10:30 AM

The order of events are as follows:

Remembrance Ceremony
Aircrewman Memorial Dedication
Gold Star Families Memorial Dedication
Lunch (Donation)

Sponsorship opportunities are available to support this event at the following levels:

Platinum $5,000 Includes:
Prominent display of logo on website with link to your website
Prominent Logo Display on Event Signage
Prominent listing and logo in event printed material
Introduction during opening session
20 Food Tickets and Commemorative Coin

Gold $2,500 Includes:
Display of logo on website
Display Logo on Event Signage
Listing in event printed material
10 Food Tickets and Commemorative Coin

Silver 51,000 Includes:
Listing on website
Listing on Event Signage
Listing in event printed material
5 Food Tickets and Commemorative Coin

$500 Includes:
Listing on website
Listing in event printed material
5 Commemorative Coin

Please Contact Mike Cassata at (904) 813-8162 or email director@ powmiamemorial.org for more
information or make a donation.

THE CORPORATION'S FLORIDA CHARITABLE SOUCITATION REGISTRATION NUMBER IS CHS1569. A COPY GF THE OFFICIAL STATE REGISTRATION AND
FINANCAL INFORMATION MAY SE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE (200435 7352) WITHIN TE
STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT iMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. THE CORPORATION DOES NOT HAVE A
PROFESSIONAL SOUCITOR.

Cedil Fiedd POW/MIA MEMORIAL, INC. & an IRS S01{cH3), public charity. 0% 31954, Contributions are deductible.
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Cemmand &
Comms, Safety & Security, First Aid

Mission Ready Packages

Feeding & Sheltering Supporl

| Suppart

trative Support

ced CERT Teams

Famity Reunificaton Support

Celeris Paratus

United States Veteran Reserve
Corps — The U.S, VRC was founded
to provide civii authorities with
disasior preparedness  assistance
training and disasier response and
support for community evenis. We
are a military structured, uniformed,
fraternal and service organization
whose membership is comprised of
those who have served honorably and
steadfastly in, or retired from, the U.S,
Armed Forces, State Defense Forces
federal, state, and local governments,
as well as civilians with specialized
professional skills. all of whom share
an eamest desire to serve |heir
communities and country.

U.S. VRC will offer you:

=  Achance to give back to your
community and your country

* Achance for a veteran to get
back into his or her boots

* Achance lo serve in unilorm il
you have never done so

= Achance to experience the
fellowship and camaraderie that
serving in a uniformed
organization can provide

= Achance to be a part of
something bigger than yourself
as a member of a highly diverse
group working together for
positive change

The pomary mission of the U.S Veleran
Reserve Corps Is 1o deliver effective
assistance for disaster preparedness and
response We invest n and  value
parinerships with FEMA, slate and local
Emergency Management Agencies and
Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster
(WOADs) VOAD partners  indude
American Red Cross, The Salvation Army.
Team Rubicon, Lutheran Disasler Rebel
Catholic  Charities, Nechama, slamic
Rolief, United Church of Christ Disaster
Ministnes, and many other secular private
and faith-based groups. We provide a
source of trained and ready volunteers
eager to assist when needed

Apply Today!

US-VRC.ORG

United States
Veteran Reserve Corps

US-VRC.ORG

Carrying on a Proud
Tradition of Service
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Patrol Torpedo Boats: The Huckins Story

As kids growing up in the 1960s, most of us spent evenings in front of the living room television set. We
were the children of World War II veterans. Movies and television shows about the war were a primary part
of our media diet. In 1962, we were first introduced to the PT Boat in a TV comedy that aired on the ABC
Network. The show, called McHale’s Navy, featured the antics the misfit crew of PT-73 stationed some-
where in the South Pacific starring Ernest Borgnine and Tim Conway (pictured below).

The PT boat, or Patrol Torpedo Boat, was a small, light, attack vessel that found its greatest strength in
speed rather than armament. It was made of wood and carried three Packard 2500 supercharged V-12 ma-
rine engines powered by aircraft fuel. Armed with 2 or 4 Mark 8 torpedoes, two .50 caliber twin anti-
aircraft guns, as well as depth charges for anti-submarine warfare, a PT Boat was a formidable sea-going
fighting platform. Some of the boats later sported a 20mm cannon and a 37mm anti-tank gun. The torpe-
does ran on 180 proof grain alcohol. Sampling the fuel was fairly common. Crews referred to it as “torpedo
juice.”

The PT Boats were formed into squadrons with support by tenders for refueling and re-arming at sea during
prolonged missions, but they also had PT bases scattered across the South Pacific (the boats saw service in
the European Theater as well). Due to their size, the boats worked primarily in shallow sea lanes and near
islands to suppress enemy activity where deeper draft vessels could not go. They were nicknamed the
“Mosquito Squadron” due to their small size and significant bite. The Japanese simply called them “Devil
Boats.”




Pictured Above: Lightly armored Huckins 78-foot PT boat in Jacksonville, Florida in July 1942

The American public became more familiar with the PT Boat when former U.S. Navy Lieutenant John F.
Kennedy became President of the United States. President Kennedy was the Skipper (Commanding Officer)
of the famous PT-109, an 80-foot Elco boat. At 2 am on August 2, 1943, while on patrol in dense fog in the
straits of the Solomon Islands, Lieutenant Kennedy had his boat idling on one engine when the Japanese de-
stroyer, Amagiri, emerged from the fog. Kennedy didn’t have time to get his engines up to speed to escape
the massive ship, and PT-109 was cut in two. The boat exploded in a fireball of aviation fuel. With the loss
of two crew members, Kennedy and the other survivors stayed with the bow section which drifted south un-
til it began to sink. Kennedy then took the most badly injured crew member, MM 1 Patrick McMahon, who
had burns on seventy percent of his body, and towed him with a life jacket strap in his own mouth as he
made a 3.5-mile swim to Plum Pudding Island. The feat took 4 hours of swimming against strong currents.

Pictured Above: Lieutenant John F. Kennedy (far right) with his crew aboard PT-109
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Kennedy previously swam on the Harvard University swim team, and he proceeded to perform four more
swims over miles of open ocean between islands over the next few days. His actions saved his crew, who
endured three days on an island without water or food other than coconuts. The events were immortalized in
the 1963 Warner Brothers film PT-109 starring actor Cliff Robertson in the role of Lieutenant Kennedy.

Pictured Above: Cliff Robertson (left) and Ty Hardin (right) in Warner Brothers’ PT-109 (1963)

But Kennedy’s first command was aboard PT-101, a 78-foot Huckins boat, built in Jacksonville, Florida, by
the Huckins Yacht Corporation. The Huckins Corporation made a significant contribution to the boat’s de-
sign, performance, and ultimately to victory over the Axis powers in World War I1.

Frank Pembroke Huckins founded the Huckins Yacht Corporation now located on the Ortega River in Jack-
sonville. It is one of the oldest boat building companies in the United States. Frank Huckins grew up in Bos-
ton where his family was in the lumber business. Like most Bostonians, he grew up sailing, but it was his
business that gave him ties to the local area.

According to Cindy Purcell, his granddaughter, they were harvesting lumber from Jacksonville, Florida, up
to the state of Georgia. Frank would travel south to Jacksonville to purchase cypress and yellow pine to sup-
ply boat builders back home. He relocated permanently to Jacksonville to join the building boom of 1928.
He designed and built his first boat at age sixteen and another at age twenty-one. Staff from the St. Augus-
tine Lighthouse & Maritime Museum had the opportunity to interview Cindy Purcell at the Huckins Factory.
She and her husband Buddy are the current owners of Huckins Yachts, and she will confirm that boats and
salt water flow in the family’s blood. In fact, they make the fastest motor yachts on the water today.




And Frank Huckins was about to solve a big problem. Almost all boats displace water. The design of PT
Boats required speed, but at high speeds, the boats the Navy tested tore themselves apart. Enter the brilliance
of Frank Huckins and his invention, the Quadroconic Hull. After years of research, he had successfully de-
signed a hull that would naturally plane on top of the water, rather than cut through it. This innovation pro-
vided more speed and better handling at high speeds. He also patented a laminated keel that increased the hull
strength of his boats.

At the outbreak of the war, the Navy determined that PT boats up to that time were defective and inefficient.
They decided to hold sea trials in New London, Connecticut, to determine which manufacturer could design
and produce the best boat to save the dying PT boat program. The trials were nicknamed “The Plywood Der-
by” and brought together the three primary competitors: Elco Motor Yachts, Higgins Industries, and Philadel-
phia Navy Yard. However, Frank Huckins didn’t receive an invitation, so he took matters into his own
hands. He arranged a meeting with Navy Admiral James Irish and convinced him that he could design and
build a boat that would do the job, if the Navy would supply the power plant. The first set of motors to arrive
were completely worn out and unsuitable. Frank Huckins procured new motors, and proceeded to take his
Huckins PT boat to compete in the trials.

Pictured Above: Huckins PT-2 (left) and Huckins PT-95 exhibiting the Quadroconic planing hull

The Huckins boat outperformed the others in both speed and turning radius. Unfortunately, Frank Huckins’
manufacturing facilities did not have the capacity to handle the large contracts that the Navy required. A
contract was awarded to Elco for 385 boats, even though the Elco pounded through the water sixty percent
harder than the Huckins design. The other two companies also received government contracts. The U.S.
Navy simply “shared” Frank Huckins’ Quadroconic Hull and laminated keel designs with the three other
companies. Frank Huckins never saw any financial returns for his revolutionary designs, but he was quoted
as saying, “if our contributing a form of hull that eliminated destructive pounding and saved the PT Boat
from failure or oblivion, has contributed to the war effort and victory, by ever so small an increment, then
such was my purpose.”

In the end, the Huckins Yacht Corporation produced eighteen 78-foot PT boats (two squadrons) for the
United States Navy in 1942. Almost all of them were reserved for training purposes at the Navy’s Motor
Torpedo Boats Squadron Training Center in Melville, Rhode Island. Lieutenant Kennedy remained on as an
instructor in his Huckins PT-101 before taking it to his first duty station in the Panama Canal. Other
Huckins boats went on to serve in Miami and Pearl Harbor. Cindy Purcell says the company still has all of
the 89 original design drawings, and her remarkable grandfather, Frank, has written his story down for fu-
ture generations.
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Being a small yacht company has its advantages. After the war, most of the other companies could not
downsize fast enough to remain competitive, but Huckins Yachts is still here in Jacksonville. Frank Huckins
died in 1952. Since that time, Mrs. Purcell and her husband have shepherded the company through three re-
cessions. “Not an easy time,” she states. “No one has to have a boat, especially in hard times.” A good deal
of their work is in boat repair and maintenance of all makes and models. But they still make some of the fin-
est custom yachts in the world, and many names you would recognize own a Huckins: Goodrich, Dupont,
and Payne Weber are among them.

Their latest endeavor is a hybrid called the “Sportsman 38 powered by both batteries for silent cruising,
and diesel motors when speed is needed. Purcell’s goal is to have a yacht that can reach 30 mph on batteries.
No doubt, given time, she will have it for you, just like her ingenious and tenacious grandfather, Frank,
would have.

But make no mistake, there’s a PT boat inside the bones of that new Sportsman. The Skippers of Huckins
PT boats considered them roomier, and more comfortable than any of the other manufacturer’s boats, and
Huckins’ PT boat crews referred to them simply and lovingly as “their yacht.”

One of our Museum Heritage Boat building volunteers has a story about Huckins Yacht. His father-in-law
worked at a boat repair shop in New Jersey. He said that they, “all fought over who got to drive, if a
Huckins yacht came in for service.” This was because, he said, “they were the fastest yachts on the water,”
and they still are today.

Pictured Above: Huckins PT-96 at a speed of 41.5 knots (47.8 mph)
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Rick Cain has worked for the St. Augustine Light-

house & Maritime Museum for 18 years after a 20

-year career as a health care professional. He

@ ST. AUGUSTINE  serves on the Board of Directors of the American

%LEEL?S)&%E Lighthouse Council and is Immediate Past Chair
of the Florida Attractions Association. He also
works closely with the United States Coast Guard
to maintain their historic ties to the Lighthouse.
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FREE FOOD DISTRIBUTION
DRIVE THRU-RAIN OR SHINE

ST. AUGUSTINE

) LIGHTHOUSE
/& MARITIME MUSEUM

EST. 1991 A
|

o
%0 Goes 1°

FARM SHARE &
ST.AUGUSTINE LIGHTHOUSE
& MARITIME MUSEUM
ARE PROUD TO PARTNER
FOR THIS EVENT

DATE: December 8, 2020
TIME: 9:00 AM - UNTIL FOOD RUNS OUT
LOCATION: BELK PARKING LOT
PONCE DE LEON MALL: 2121 US-1
ST.AUGUSTINE, FL 32086
Kid's Holiday Activity Kit to the first 1600 kids.
Enter from US -1
Food is first come, first served.

Farm Share is an equal opportunity provider.
SPECIAL THANKS TO THESE LOCAL ST. AUGUSTINE BUSINESSES BELOW
WHOSE GENEROUSITY SUPPORTS THIS EVENT.

Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc. "'Elt
RENTALS

/\ GROWERS ALLIANCE IR

‘v Cafe & Gift Shop [
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Military Officers Association of America

[[[TMoaA

ANCIENT CITY CHAPTER

“FREE” ANNUAL RECRUITING PIG ROAST “FREE”

SATURDAY ~-JANUARY 9, 2021
G:00 PM (1800)

REGISTRATION TO RESERVE ATTENDANCE TO MOAA-ACC PIG ROANST

NAME:

SERVICE BRANCH:

RANK:

PHONE:

EMAIL ADDRESS:

HOME ADDRESS:

PLEASE BRING YOUR SPOUSE, PARTNER AND/OR FAMILY CHILDREN UNDER 12:

1. 2.
3. g
5. G.
. S,

THE PIG ROAST IS HELD AT GUY HARVEY RIESORT ~ ST, AUGUSTINI DEACT, 860
AlA BEACH BLVD, ST AUGUSTINE BEACH, FIL 32080. PLEASE ARRIVE BY 6:00 PM (1800
MILITARY).

YOUR “FREE” ATTENDANCE TO THE MOAA-ACC PIG ROAST INDICATES YOUR INTEREST IN
JOINING MOAA-ACC,

MEMBERSHIP IN MOAA-ACC REQUIRES JOINING MOAAN NATIONAL.
FIRST YEAR CHAPTER’'S DUES ARE “FREE”.
SEE THE MOAA-ACC WEBSITE, MOAA-ACC.ORG, FOR MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION,

PLEASE RETURN YOUR REGISTRATION TO GEORGE LINARDOS,
CPT-USA (FMR) AT GLESNOWDOGS,. US OR CALL 904-1495-6111.
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CHAPEL OF THE
W SPLED PASS

Sunday December 6, 2020
Poker run to benefit the Chapel of the High-Speed Pass

Service at Chapel 8am
Registration 8:30-10 behind the chapel
KSU 10am

$20 per rider, $15 for passenger
Additional donations to the Chapel and POW-MIA Memorial encouraged and accepted

Stops:
Timbuktu Lounge & Package
17420 US-301, Starke
VFW Post 8255
2296 Aster Ave, Middieburg

Island Girl Cigar Bar
1560 Business Center Dnve, Fleming Island

Boogerville Hideout Bar (final stop destination)
6043 US-17, Green Cove Springs
Live Music, Food, Prizes, 50/50 drawing

Brought to you by Rolling Thunder Florida Chapter 4

CHAPEL OF THI
HIGH-SPEED PASS

Historic Landmar)
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Orange Heart Memorial honoring Vietnam Veterans unveiled,
dedicated in Springfield, TN

from the Tennessean

The Orange Heart: an idea whose time has come.

Honoring Vietnam Veterans who have passed as a result of Agent Orange and oth- er

just as deadly pesticides.

Is this something we can do in NE FL to show our respect for those who have and still are suffering from
this?

Hundreds gathered in Springfield, TN for the official unveiling and dedication of the new Orange Heart
Memorial at Springfield Memorial Gardens.

The Memorial will serve as tribute to the more than 2.7 million Vietham Veterans who served from 1955
— 1975, the men and women who served and later died as a result of their service, the more than 2.6 mil-

lion who were exposed to herbicidal warfare and the more than 3.4 million who served in Southeast Asia.
The Orange Heart Medal Foundation

http:// orangeheartmedal.org/ about/index.html

The Orange Heart Medal Project was founded in January 2018 as a 501c3 organization whose mission
and purpose is to bring recognition for veterans who served in the Vietham war and who were affected by
exposure to Agent Orange, an herbicide and defoliant chemical. It is believed that August 10, 1961 is the
first date that Agent Orange was sprayed. Five months later Agent Orange was widely used in Vietnam by
the United States military as part of the herbicidal warfare program called “Operation Ranch Hand” from
1961 to 1971.This orange powder was sprayed over the land from helicopters or low flying aircraft. The
herbicide quickly destroyed vegetation and crops. The goal was to destroy crops, defoliate rural and for-
ested land and deprive enemy guerrillas of food and cover for their activities. Agent Orange allowed
clearing of sensitive areas around military bases. The United States military sprayed nearly 20,000,000
gallons of Agent Orange. In addition to the damaging environmental effects, Agent Orange has also caused
major physical injury to the 2.6 million American soldiers who were exposed. Agent Orange is a dioxin. It
is a cancer-causing chemical that enters the body through physical contact or ingestion. Dioxin moves into
the human cell nucleus where it attacks the genes and causes a number of serious illnesses. For many these
effects laid dormant for 40 plus years. Conditions currently attributed to Agent Orange exposure include
such illnesses as leukemia, lymphoma, myeloma, Ischemic heart disease, soft tissue sarcoma, amyloidosis,
diabetes, and cancers of the throat, prostate, lung, colon, and other life changing conditions. The genetic

damage from Agent Orange, in some cases, has affected the second and third generations of veterans
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http://orangeheartmedal.org/about/index.html

among those who were exposed. Today only approximately 600,000 of these veterans are still living while
390 deaths are occurring every day among soldiers who continue their march to join their fallen com-

rades.

The purpose of the Orange Heart Medal Project is to bring recognition to veterans who were exposed
and subsequently were affected by Agent Orange during their military service in the United States Armed
Services. The Orange Heart Medal Project was born in the heart of Ken Gamble, U.S. Navy Veteran, Vi-
etnam as he laid receiving radiation and chemotherapy at the Veterans Administration Hospital for his own
prostate cancer. After suffering in silence for many years with his own Post Traumatic Stress Disorder
(PTSD), which is also common in many war veterans, Ken was now suffering the effects of his own Agent
Orange herbicidal exposure. We created, and are currently updating our website
www.orangeheartmedal.org , where you will find applications for the medal, general information, arti-
cles on Vietnam and a blog that shares stories of veterans who have been affected by Agent Orange. This
website is a tool to help educate the public on available resources for veterans and their families. Our pri-
mary goal has been to provide to each veteran or their surviving spouse the Orange Heart Medal, free of
charge because in Ken’s words, “the veteran has already paid for it.”We believe that the Orange Heart
Medal serves as a recognition of the chemical warfare exposure suffered by these soldiers. The medal also
allows those memories to be shared as the Orange Heart Medal is passed on to the soldier’s generations to

come.

The Orange Heart Medal Project’s current focus is working to establish a permanent monument to me-
morialize the veterans that served in Vietnam. The memorial will include the names of Veterans who re-
turned from Vietnam, many who have died or are continuing their battles to join their fallen comrades
due to the effects of Agent Orange. If the Veteran has lost their battle with Agent Orange, an orange heart

will be placed next to their name.

A long reaching dream for our foundation is to be able to help children and grandchildren of Vietnam Vet-

erans by establishing a scholarship program.

Our unwavering goal and hope is to ensure that all Vietnam Veterans and their families are recognized and

that history never forgets the sacrifices these brave men and women made so that we might remain free.
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Women in War:Tarpon Springs WWII veteran shares her story
Tampa Bay Times, By Ileana Najarro

Helen Zirpiades served in the Women Accepted for Volunteer Emergency Service di-
vision of the Navy — the WAVES.

TARPON SPRINGS — As one of four girls, Helen Zirpiades felt a little guilty that her family wasn’t go-
ing to be represented in World War II. So she quit her job as a dressmaker to work in a factory making fila-

ments for Navy radios.
But she also saw the ads in the paper about the Navy asking women to join.

“I came from an old-fashioned Greek family,” Zirpiades said, “and Greek girls don’t join the Navy. They get
married, and they make babies, and they make baklava.”

Zirpiades said she shocked her parents by serving in the Women Accepted for Volunteer Emergency Ser-
vice division of the Navy, also known as the WAVES, from 1943 to 1945.

Now 100 and living in Tarpon Springs with her Navy veteran husband, Zirpiades hopes more people rec-
ognize the key role women like her played in the global conflict.

“You very seldom hear anything about the WAVES or the Women’s Army Corps, and that’s really depress-

ing,” she said.

On July 30, 1942, President Franklin Roosevelt signed into law the Navy Women’s Reserve Act, thus cre-
ating the WAVES with the goal of freeing up male personnel for sea duty, according to a Department of

Defense report.

In 1945, more than 104,000 women joined the WAVES, and women made up about 18 percent of the to-
tal Navy force ashore, according to the Naval History and Heritage Command. They did everything from

administrative duties, to working as pharmacists and aircraft mechanics.

Zirpiades trained in Memphis, learning about the parts of an airplane, including the engine. Later sta-
tioned in Pensacola, she rose to the rank of aviation machinist’s mate petty officer first class, overseeing a

crew of 25 women in charge of airplane maintenance.

Aside from being able to serve her country, the WAVES offered Zirpiades unique bonding experiences.
One time, she recalls she and her friends having to toss cameras, crackers and salami out the window
when the master at arms announced a surprise captain’s inspection of their rooms. They later had to draw

straws to see who would climb out the window to retrieve the goods.
The Army paved the way for women in service during WWII through the Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps,
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which later became the Women’s Army Corps. The Navy WAVES offered women the unique opportunity
to achieve the same rank and pay as men, with some women even outranking men, said Kathleen Ryan,

associate professor of journalism at the University of Colorado Boulder.

In 2012, Ryan made a documentary about the WAVES after learning that her mother had served as a phar-
macist in the division. Yet Ryan knew little about her mother’s service and the military contributions of
other women at the time. She now runs a website cataloging oral histories of the Navy WAVES and has

interviewed more than 50 such veterans.

Through these interviews, Ryan learned how serving in the WAVES helped women better advocate for
themselves and even their daughters. She also hopes more attention can be given to these veterans and

their work.
“The military isn’t just the frontline soldiers,” she said.

Zirpiades now spends her days trading war stories with her husband of 62 years, Charles Zirpiades, 92,

who served as a Navy airman first class.
“I always tease him because I outrank him,” she said.

The veteran couple continue to serve their community through volunteer work at St. George Greek Or-

thodox Church in New Port Richey, said George Psetas, founding president of the church.

In 2017, the church asked Congressman Gus Bilirakis to present them an award acknowledging their mili-

tary service.

“There is no greater example of heroism than those among us, both past and present, who have bravely

answered the call to serve our nation,” Bilirakis said in an email this week.

In the end, Zirpiades said her father never really approved of her service, but her mother and sisters were

very proud.

“I'm extremely proud of what I did,” Zirpiades said. “It was the best three years of my single life.”

Helen Zirpiades, 100, left, holds her Navy jacket which she says was is-
sued to her while she served as an aviation machinist's mate petty officer
first class at Naval Air Station Ellyson Field, a former U.S. Navy training
base in Escambia County (FL), between 1943-1945 during WWII. Zirpia-
des helped maintain aircraft engines and propellers as part of the Women
Accepted for Volunteer Emergency Services (WAVES), which was
opened to women during the war. Helen's husband, Charles Zirpiades,

92, right, said he served as a U.S. Navy airman first class with the aircraft

maintenance division on the Navy aircraft carrier USS Franklin D. Roose-
velt between 1946 and 1948, with deployments to the Mediterranean.
[ DOUGLAS R. CLIFFORD | Times ]
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Local nonprofit dedicated to helping families of veterans who die by suicide

A local organization called Once a Soldier gears itself to support families financially and with counseling

after the tragedy of a veteran dying by suicide.

Author: Josslyn Howard

JACKSONVILLE, Fla — A local nonprofit gathered o N c n A
guests Sunday to raise awareness of the “postvention” _

needed for families of veterans that die by suicide. _ so I n l E n

According to the organization, called Once a Soldier,

Healing the Scars of Veteran Suicide

22 veterans die by suicide every day. Once a Soldier

gears itself to support those families financially and with counseling after that tragedy.

Sunday’s gathering brought speakers that wanted to battle this from different angles, such as medically and through legislation.
To start the night, Kevin Johns told the story of his son Jared Johns, who died by suicide in 2018.

“He got deployed to Afghanistan,” Kevin Johns said. “Said he saw some pretty gruesome things.”

Jared Johns proudly served his country from 2012 to 2015.

After being injured in Afghanistan, Jared Johns returned home.

“When he came back, when he got out of the Army, you can tell her was a different boy,” his father said.
Jared Johns was diagnosed with PTSD

“Soldiers with PTSD, there’s usually some type of a trigger,” Kevin Johns said. “Family got together, went to watch fireworks

for the Fourth of July, looking in the sky, everyone is 'ooing' and 'awing," not him.”
On Sept. 11, 2018, Jared Johns slipped into a deep depression and took his own life.
“All T wanted to do was hold my son,” his father said.

The funeral home would not let him see his son until he paid for a casket. The tragedy left the family in emotional and financial

stress.
That’s where Once A Soldier stepped in and helped cover costs and counseling.
Congressman John Rutherford wants to bring this before congress, he said at Sunday’s event.

“We need to address this at a national level,” Rutherford said. “Two-thousand dollars and a "Thank you for your service' is not

enough.”
Rutherford says he plans to work alongside Once A Soldier to make their message heard.
“We need to find a way in congress that we can help once a soldier,” Rutherford said.

To learn more about Once a Soldier, visit its website.
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5. Department

of Veterans Affairs

Disaster Resources Available to Veterans

“Veterans and their families should be focused on their health and
safety during the natural disasters,” said VA Secretary Robert Wilkie. “VA is taking action to give those
with pending debts greater ﬂexibility during these challenging times.”

Health Care Assistance

If you have questions such as where to go for care or how to receive prescribed medications, VA has established a
toll-free number for assistance in areas that have been impacted by disasters. Veterans or their families can call

the VA Veterans Disaster Response line 24 hours, seven days a week at 1-800-507-4571.
Debt Relief

If you are affected by a natural disaster, have a VBA benefit debt and need temporary financial relief, please con-
tact VA's Debt Management Center at 1-800-827-0648 to request assistance.

If you have questions on Compensation or Pension benefits: Call toll-free 1-800-827-1000 Monday - Friday 7
a.m. to 8 p.m. CST.

Other Resources
Find a VA Vet Center near you 877-WAR-VETS (927-8387) or https://www.va.gov/find-locations

Mobile Vet Centers and Vet Center teams are actively responding to disaster-affected areas to offer counseling

and grief support as well as connection and referral services to other VA and community resources.

Find a VA facility near you https://www.va.gov/find-locations
Call the White House VA Hotline 24 hours a day, seven days a week at 1-855-948-2311.

Apply for $500 grant for your damaged primary residence (on a first come, first serve basis subject to funding)

from PenFed Foundation.
National Resource Directory - Search for local resources for Veterans, their families, caregivers, and survivors.
FEMA - FEMA helps with temporary housing, repair or replacement of existing homes.

American Red Cross - The American Red Cross offers emergency financial assistance to the most impacted coun-

ties. Please call 1-800-733-2767 to see if you qualify.

Disaster Assistance — An easy way to determine if your zip code has been declared a disaster and eligible for assis-
tance. The website also allows users to complete an online application and the ability to check FEMA application

status.

36




World War 11 Resources
in Northeast Florida

Be sure to visit our digital exhibit
full of WWII artifacts
and information!

https://wwiinefl. omeka.net/
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7011 A_C. Skinner Parkway
Jacksonvilie, FLL 32256

904-431-3500
cohenFL@centerstone org
www._centerstone._org/cohen

Florida veterans and military families have a new resource to receive the care they need thanks to a partnership

dedicated to serving this most deserving population.

Centerstone and the Cohen Veterans Network have joined forces to offer compassionate, targeted behavioral
health care for Post 9/11 veterans, National Guard, Reservists, their families and active duty family members at the
Steven A. Cohen Military Family Clinic at Centerstone, Jacksonville. https://centerstone.org/cohen-military-
family-clinic/jacksonville/. The clinic’s skilled clinicians and staff have been trained to work specifically with
veterans and their families, and some are veterans themselves. Services offered include individual therapy for
children, adolescents and adults, couples therapy, family therapy, groups and workshops.

“Military families are some of the most resilient people you will ever encounter, but a life of service often gives
way to invisible wounds and unique challenges that are difficult to navigate,” Elizabeth Sherr, clinic director said.
“We understand those challenges and stand ready to support our veterans and their loved ones with effective,
personalized care right now.”

The clinic’s ability to meet the needs of veterans and their families quickly is vital in today’s mental health envi-
ronment where gaining access to care can often be daunting - with long wait times and all too common barriers to
overcome. The Cohen Clinic at Centerstone is committed to reducing these barriers. Not only are military fami-
lies currently able to receive same day appointments, the clinic also offers all therapy services via telehealth -

breaking down time and distance concerns that can sometimes be problematic.

“We want to make getting help as easy as possible for our veterans and family members,” Brigadier General (ret.)
Michael Fleming, the clinic’s outreach director said. “Sometimes just reaching out for help is difficult enough,

and we want to ensure we meet this step with compassion and ease.”

For the time being, in an effort to ensure the safety of clients and team members amidst the COVID-19 physical dis-
tancing guidelines, that includes conducting all services via CVN Telehealth or telephone. Studies have shown
telehealth has the same efficacy as in-person counseling and the clinic’s therapists are well trained in the delivery
of this care. Additionally, front desk staff still have complete access to answer the appointment line during busi-
ness hours, as before, and veterans, military families and outside organizations can continue to call directly for an
appointment.

Veterans, National Guard, Reservists, their families and active duty family members may contact the clinic at (904)

431-3500 to schedule appointments. Clinic hours are:
Monday 8:00am — 5:00pm

Tuesday 8:00am — 5:00pm

Wednesday 8:00am — 7:00pm

Thursday 8:00am — 5:00pm

Friday 8:00am - 12:00pm

For more information on clinic services log on to https://centerstone.org/cohen-military-family-clinic/
jacksonville/ or call the appointment line at (904) 431-3500.
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2 Cecil Field POW/MIA MEMORIAL & MUSEUM
‘ Progress Report

By Dave Dollarhide

At the former NAS Cecil Field, the up and coming POW/MIA Memorial is making good progress.
Acting as the anchor of the planned complex, the former base chapel, now called “The Church of the High
Speed Pass,” has been completely restored, with the old base theater across the street now being used for
meetings and storage.

An A-7A Corsair II has been delivered to Cecil as the first of four display airplanes to sit on concrete
pads, now being constructed near the Chapel. An airliner overhaul company at Cecil, Flight Star, is donat-
ing a new paint job for the A-7. Negotiations with the Airport Director are under way to move an FA-18
from near the airport tower the few blocks to the site and there is a lead on an 8-3 Viking. So far, the
search for an A-4 Skyhawk has come up short, but there is optimism one will be found.

The overall project has extensive plans for other buildings and surrounding park to pay tribute to POW/
MIAs from the US military services, plus a memorial to all lost in the line of duty from NAS Cecil.

There has been great support in Jacksonville and the State of Florida for the cause to date. $384,546
has been raised towards a goal of $2,000,000, so there is still a lot to do. The Skyhawk Association has
donated $1,000 and purchased a large brick that will include our logo and a tribute to those lost from Cecil.

The Memorial Brick Campaign and challenge coin sales are helping greatly. I just bought a brick
displaying the insignia for my reserve squadron, VA-203, and I encourage all to help this worthy cause by
going to https?//www.powmiamemorial.org/support-the-memorial/
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Atros Gaces Mowannae Post I swwoarese 19400 (9340 B9 8189 1029 Peant 510 8o Awesnise, FL 32084

Only $100 contact =nsanksmvanos com

Alton Green Memorial American Legion Post 194

Veterans Centennial Park

BUY A BRICK

Lend a Hand & Leave a Legacy
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Here is a link to a short video from the St.
Augustine Lighthouse and Maritime Museum,

Introducing: “ Guardians of the First Coast:
Building Readiness for World War 2”

https:// Www.youtube.com /watch?v=xkWuvDBcGns

The Press Release for this very im portant interestin g

event follows on the next feW pages.



mailto:https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xkWuvDBcGns

WWII submarine veterans honored at Kings Bay, GA

ssemaas By GORDON JACKSON | The Brunswick News |

ST. MARYS, Ga. (Tribune News Service) -- This could have been the year when no
World War II submarine veterans would attend the annual ceremony held Friday in their

honor at Naval Submarine Base Kings Bay.

But the COVID-19 pandemic didn't stop three WWII submarine veterans and three wid-

ows from attending.

Unlike other years when as many as 1,500 submarine veterans from all eras have been present at the event, health and safe-

ty was a strong consideration. Masks were required and social distancing limited the audience to 45.

Rear Adm. John Spencer, commander of Submarine Group Ten and keynote speaker, called the ceremony at Kings Bay the
nation's best to honor submarine veterans. Spencer said it was his third WWII ceremony at Kings Bay. It took a lot of work

and planning so it could be held this year.

"It's important to them we have this ceremony," he said.

Spencer said WWII veterans set the high standards held by today's sailors serving on submarines.

"It's an honor to carry on that legacy and an obligation to carry it on," he said. "Their legacy is legendary."

Before the attack on Pearl Harbor, Spencer said submarines were considered a secondary asset and battleships the most im-

portant line of defense on the seas.
"We weren't considered a factor," he said. "The Navy thought battleships would play a major role."

A major mistake during the attack by the Japanese was not attacking the submarine piers at Pearl Harbor. That enabled the

Navy to use submarines as a tactical weapon.

"It was the submarine force that went to the fight immediately," he said.
Though the submarine fleet made up less than 2 percent of the Navy, the boats were responsible for sinking more than half
of the enemy's fleet during the war. The submarine force also suffered the highest casualty rate of any other military group

during the war. "We inherited this legacy from you. We are honored to carry on that tradition," Spencer told the veterans.

Submarines still play a vital role in security across the world because of their stealth. The base is making preparations for

the arrival of the first Columbia-class submarines. Spencer said the first four will be ported at Kings Bay.
"We're excited about another class of submarines," he said.

Spencer praised the current generation of sailors serving on submarines for the hard work and creativity needed to ensure
they remain healthy during a pandemic. "We had to keep up with submarine deployments in the midst of a pandemic," he
said. "We didn't have that option. We had to make it work."

After Spencer's speech, a wreath in memory of the Navy veterans who have lost their lives aboard submarines since 1915

was carried to the front of the stage as the audience stood.

The ceremony continued with the "Tolling of the Boats" ceremony, where the names of every lost Navy submarine was
named, along with the number of casualties, and, if known, the cause. In most instances, the only information was all hands

were lost with no idea how the boats sunk.

A bell was also tolled for the 83 Royal British Navy submarines, and the 3,142 crew members who died during WWII.
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The National POW/MIA Memorial and Museum at Cecil Field

Here is a link to a video about Cecil Field by noted videographer
Jorge Rivera od FirstCoast. TV
https: //www.firstcoast.tv/national-pow-mia-memorial-and-museum-at-
cecile-field/?
utm campaign=shareaholic&utm medium=facebook&utm source=socialn
etwork&tbclid=IwAR1QDgbrUnmVbTR9zKzdkalkkpYvQv bKXc00Vnoh

Mq3g7BU8B0S5 dYDh6Mos
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https://www.firstcoast.tv/national-pow-mia-memorial-and-museum-at-cecile-field/?utm_campaign=shareaholic&utm_medium=facebook&utm_source=socialnetwork&fbclid=IwAR1QDqbrUnmVbTR9zKzdkaIkkpYvQv_bKXc00VnohMq3g7BU8o5dYDh6Mos
https://www.firstcoast.tv/national-pow-mia-memorial-and-museum-at-cecile-field/?utm_campaign=shareaholic&utm_medium=facebook&utm_source=socialnetwork&fbclid=IwAR1QDqbrUnmVbTR9zKzdkaIkkpYvQv_bKXc00VnohMq3g7BU8o5dYDh6Mos
https://www.firstcoast.tv/national-pow-mia-memorial-and-museum-at-cecile-field/?utm_campaign=shareaholic&utm_medium=facebook&utm_source=socialnetwork&fbclid=IwAR1QDqbrUnmVbTR9zKzdkaIkkpYvQv_bKXc00VnohMq3g7BU8o5dYDh6Mos
https://www.firstcoast.tv/national-pow-mia-memorial-and-museum-at-cecile-field/?utm_campaign=shareaholic&utm_medium=facebook&utm_source=socialnetwork&fbclid=IwAR1QDqbrUnmVbTR9zKzdkaIkkpYvQv_bKXc00VnohMq3g7BU8o5dYDh6Mos
https://www.firstcoast.tv/national-pow-mia-memorial-and-museum-at-cecile-field/?utm_campaign=shareaholic&utm_medium=facebook&utm_source=socialnetwork&fbclid=IwAR1QDqbrUnmVbTR9zKzdkaIkkpYvQv_bKXc00VnohMq3g7BU8o5dYDh6Mos

Pandemic hasn't stopped Veteran Garden Project
Local vet honored by Florida Department of Agriculture
Stuart Korfhage, St. Augustine Record

When Robert Timmons and wife Crystal Timmons started the Veteran

Garden Project in St. Augustine about three years ago, it was an effort
at both self healing and a way to reach other veterans who struggled to return to civilian life

after service.

The nonprofit served its purpose as Timmons enjoyed the benefits of immersing himself in

horticulture and introducing it to others as a form of therapy.

But when the COVID-19 pandemic struck, Robert Timmons saw that the importance of the
project might increase as veterans and their families dealt with the isolation brought on by

the outbreak.

"It's been even harder for myself and for our members and other veterans that I know be-
cause they're alone," Timmons said. "It's already hard for them to go out in public and be
around people anyway. Now you're pretty much told to (isolate). So the ones who were get-

ting out are now secluding back in their homes."

During WWII, the Coast Guard Beach Patrol covered
more than 3,700 mile of coast and employed about
24,000 men. Patrols on horseback worked in pairs,
~ riding about 100 feet apart, usually covering a 2-mile
__ stretch. They were call "Sand Pounders" and were
able to cover difficult terrain quickly and efficiently. ¢
“1945
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These 8 Military Helicopters Once Ruled The Skies, ButThey’ve Been
Replaced By More Powerful Aircraft

B)/ TheVeterans Site

The military boasts a veritable arsenal of aircraft ranging from troop transport planes and fighter
jets to combat helicopters. First coming on the scene in World War II, helicopters have exploded

into the world of warfare.

These birds don’t need a runway, so can fly into places most planes can’t go, and they are remark-
ably well-fit for specific missions. They range from the most basic of designs to models made spe-
cifically as light-duty, heavy-duty, combat, and transport crafts. Here are a handful of amazing

military helicopters that once ruled the skies.
8. Boeing AH-64 Apache

This combat helicopter was first designed back in the late 1970s — although it wasn’t put into
production until the 1980s — for warfare. The helicopter boasts heavy firepower and easy maneu-
Verability to get it into and out of tight situations and defend ground forces. It’s been improved

through the years with the 2014 AH-64E model as the latest in technology.
7. Boeing CH-47 Chinook

The Boeing CH-47 Chinook was produced a few decades earlier than its AH-64 Apache cousin
with an entirely different purpose. Instead of being used as flying firepower, it was designed to
transport large numbers of troops — or refugees (in the case of the Vietnam War). Also like the
Apache, the Chinook has undergone improvements and is expected to play a role in the military

for years to come.
6. Eurocopter UH-72 Lakota

The Eurocopter UH-72 Lakota is a light-duty helicopter primarily used in medical evacuation,
although it can also be useful as an aerial scout. First produced in 2006, it’s still in use by the mili-

tary.
5. Bell H-13 Sioux
The U.S. military begin testing the Bell H-13 Sioux shortly after World War II. After evaluation, it

saw extensive service in the Korean and Vietnam wars. It was considered a light utility or obser
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vation helicopter, and was often used in medical emergencies.

4. MH-6 Little Bird

The MH-6 Little Bird has seen a certain amount of limelight as the preferred vehicle of the 160th
Special Operations Aviation Regiment, was a vital component of the Battle of Mogadishu, and
was featured in the movie Blackhawk Down. This helicopter is indeed a little bird, built to reach

even the most inaccessible of locations.
3. Bell UH-1 Iroquois

The Bell UH-1 Iroquois, better known as a Huey, is possible one of the most popular military
helicopters and a symbol of the U.S. presence during the Vietnam War. It served the military

well, but was eventually retired in 2011.
2. Bell AH-1 Cobra

The Bell AH-1 Cobra is another attack helicopter, and was consid-

ered a critical part of the military. However, with its more impressive

P firepower, the Apache replaced the Cobra.

1. Sikorsky CH-53 Super Stallion

The Sikorsky is another transport helicopter. Called the Super Jolly
Green Giant, this heavy lift aircraft with three engines was used ex-

tensively in Vietnam. Although it was retired in the 1980s by the Ma-

rines, the Air Force still uses them to an extent.

Since the 1940s, helicopters in their many forms have been a tremendous asset to multiple
branches of the U.S. military. They are indispensable for getting into and out of tight places, and
their importance in combat, medical aid, and transport is undeniable. What unique development
will push these birds even higher, bringing the next generation of innovation to the people who
defend our country? Only time will tell. Until then, take a trip to your local air museum to see
some of these impressive beauties up close and in person, and imagine what it feels like to take

to the skies.
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You sacrificed for our country.

AT SILVER CREEK,
EEEEOM 1S YOURS.

Because of your commitment, you helped us achieve the
American Dream. At Silver Creek, we want to return the favor —
by providing the freedom, independence and personal attention
you deserve. Since 2016, Silver Creek has served the St. Augustine
community, offering military retirees and seniors at large a
vibrant, community lifestyle complete with everything except
the burdens of home maintenance. Impeccably-appointed
independent concierge living, assisted living and memory care
apartments homes, first-class amenities, holistic wellness
programming, gourmet, all-day dining and abounding opportunities
for enrichment are just a few of the many options you'll find.

Silver Creek provides residents the perfect balance of elegant,
upscale living with the warmth and intimacy of home — inspiring
socialization and fellowship within a close-knit community.

Call 800-665-9492 to schedule a tour and learn more.

SlLVER{éREEK

THE FUTURE OF SENIOR LIVING

165 Silver Lane | St. Augustine, FL 32084 | SilverCreekRetirement.com

Independent Concierge Living — Assisted Living

Memory Care — Short-Term Stays
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National Army museum opening on Veterans Day tells the US soldier’s story from 1600s to today
By COREY DICKSTEIN | STARS AND STRIPES .

FORT BELVOIR, Va. — Seventy lifelike cast figures in uniform and bearing k
arms portray American soldiers from the Revolutionary War to recent

combat in Afghanistan are spread throughout the National Museum of the

United States Army, set to open to the public Nov. 11.

The figures form centerpieces for the museum’s six main galleries that reflect the Army’s history from its mili-
tia roots in the early 1600s through its roles in ongoing wars in the Middle East, museum officials said Thurs-
day. The chronologically arranged galleries feature unique artifacts, short vignettes about soldiers’ personal
experiences at war and interactive displays that explain things like the music soldiers listened to in the era
and the food they ate.

Tammy Call, the museum’s director, said it was important that visitors experience the chronological history
of the Army, to see how the service and warfare has changed over time. But, more than anything else, she said
she hoped visitors would find a connection with the unique stories of individual soldiers displayed through-

out the museum.

“My greatest desire is that an individual visiting here, that doesn't have a connection with the Army, or that
does, that they walk away with knowledge of the American soldier,” Call said. “That they see themselves re-
flected in our soldiers and that there's that understanding that our American soldiers and members of our

Army are American citizens.”

The 185,000-square-foot museum has been a longtime coming. The Army Historical Foundation has worked
for more than a decade to build the service’s first comprehensive museum. It will open on Veterans Day, in

the midst of the ongoing coronavirus pandemic, just more than three years after the Army broke ground.

The pandemic delayed the opening by about five months, Call said. When it opens Nov. 11, visitors must re-
serve free tickets online at theNMUSA.org and adhere to certain restrictions, like wearing a face-covering and
social distancing. The museum is also providing styluses to allow visitors to work the plethora of

touchscreens throughout the exhibits.

Officials wanted visitors to experience what soldiering was like for troops on the ground throughout the
Army’s history. A video inside the museum’s Army Theater brings them into the action in Belgium during
World War 11, in the Ia Drang Valley in Vietnam and the Korengal Valley in Afghanistan, placing them into
the heart of the battles with a 300-degree screen. The theater shakes as bomb blasts go off and machine gun
fire cuts through the air.

Pylons details information about soldier who fought in Vietnam, inside the Cold War Gallery at the new Na-
tional Museum of the United States Army at Fort Belvoir, Va.

The exhibits include six dedicated to combat, one that examines the connection between the Army and
American society, one that shares the history of the nation’s highest military decoration, the Medal of Honor,
and a virtual reality gallery where visitors can step into a World War II tank simulator, fly in virtual historic

aircraft and even test their marksmanship skills.
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Curators said the museum would rotate displays of 1,389 artifacts, most of which the Army has held for years
but never before shared with the public. And more items are headed to the museum in the near future, in-

cluding some from as recent as this year, Call said.

The museum plans to add items from soldiers who were at Iraq’s al Asad Air Base during the Jan. 8 ballistic
missile attack by Iran in retaliation for the United States' drone strike that killed their top military figure,

Maj. Gen. Qassem Soleimani.

Call said she was not certain Thursday what those items would include, but the staff considered the event a

critical part of the Army’s recent history.

“We felt it was so important, just like all the artifacts in the in the exhibit wing ... to preserve those items, to

get them, to take care of them and to be able to have them available.”
The museum has left room to expand its galleries to include whatever the future holds for the Army, Call said.

The National Museum of the United States Army includes some 70 cast figures of soldiers in action, including
this one of a soldier lowering himselfinto a Higgins Boat used in the Normandy Beach landings during World

War II. The casts were created from scans of current active-duty soldiers.

Paul Morando, who has been the museum’s exhibits chief for about three years, said his team worked hard to

ensure everyone who visits would learn from their time in the building.

“You don't have to be a soldier to be connected to this museum,” he said. “If you never served in the Army,
but you can connect to something — a soldier’s story here from the same hometown, and look and see what

he or she did for our country, then there’s a connection there.”
The most difficult part, he said, was working within the natural limits in a physical building.

“You can't tell the entire story, of course, of the history of the Army,” Morando said. “This museum would be
five times the size if we incorporated every soldier’s story, every aspect of the Army's history. But if we can
just reach those visitors through the galleries, through the exhibits, through the artifacts that we have here,

then we've done our job.”

dickstein.corey@stripes.com

Army museum at a glance

Location: 1775 Liberty Dr., Fort Belvoir, Va.

Access: The museum is open to the public and is outside Fort Belvoir’s security gates.

To visit: Free tickets are available for timed entry to the museum beginning Nov. 11. They can be reserved
at theNMUSA.org.
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First Coast Honor Flight's (FCHF) mission is to
take World War II, Korean War, and Vietnam Veterans to e
visit their War Memorials in Washington D.C. This is a P --VV_-
unique opportunity to show our gratitude to these He-

roes who made it possible for us to enjoy the freedoms we have today.

Our trip's priorities are to ensure the safety and dignity of our Veterans! To en-
hance the experience each Veteran is paired with a Guardian escort and has a
wheelchair available. This is a long day and there is a fair amount of Walking. In

addition, we travel with several staff members to include a medical doctor and

videographer.
Applications are available online, for https://firstcoasthonorflight.org/
applications
Guardians
Veterans
Volunteers

Selena Hernandez-Haines, President
Toll Free 888-400-1185

Website: www.fir stcoasthonorﬂight. org

email: info@firstcoasthonorﬂight. org
Mail: First Coast Honor Flight , PO Box 600785
St. Johns, FL 32260

Please support and donate where you can
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FIRST COAST
Wit é"? First Coast Honor Flight

AN Donation
/ ) N
I would like to donate $ to honor Veterans.

Please make check payable to: First Coast Honor Flight, Inc.

Mail to: First Coast Honor Flight, Inc.
P.O. Box 600785
Saint Johns, FL 32260

To make a donation by credit card please visit our website at:

www.firstcoasthonorflight.org

Click on “Help Our Cause” and then Click on “Donate Now™ and submit your
donation through PayPal. Thank you!

Name of Organization

Address

Home Phone Cell Phone
Email Email

This donation is:  In Honor of In Memory of
Name

Address

Veteran? Yes No Relationship
Branch Dates Served

First Coast Honor Flight warrants that the information contained on this form is for internal use only and
will not be shared, transmitted, or used for any purposes other than recording and acknowledging the
donation. Donations are tax deductible to the extent permitted by law. First Coast Honor Flight is a
registered 501(c)3 Not for Profit EIN:84-4667182 For questions please Call: 888-400-1185 or email:

info@firstcoasthonorflight.org,
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E Over 6,000 ULS. veterans take their lives each year
THE FIRE WATCH with more than 500 of those occurring in Flori-

da. Almost 1 in 4 Northeast Florida citizens have a connection to the
military and as a community we felt we must act on behalf of our veter-
ans and their families. The Fire Watch Council (www.thefirewatch.org)
was established by the Counties of Baker, Clay, Nassau, St. Johns and
City of Jacksonville as a multi-jurisdictional government entity to ad-
dress veteran suicide prevention in Northeast Florida. Our Resource
Guide provides a comprehensive list of resources for the Northeast
Florida military community https:/ /resources.thefirewatch.org/

#!/ and you can stand in the gap for veterans by becoming a Fire Watch
Watch Stander https://www.thefirewatch.org/watch-

standers. We are uniting our War Fighters and allies to swiftly activate

local assets, stand watch, and build a life-saving network.
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Veterans Ascend

Here it is, the BIG ANNOUNCEMENT you have all been

waiting for!
Our Military Family Service is now up and running!

You can create a FREE profile and be matched to jobs in your

area, NO RESUME REQUIRED!

Hveteransascend #militaryspouse Hveterans

»

Veterans ASCEND

Connecting Employers and Military Talent

We've Made Some Great Changes!
FEATURING

The Military Family Module New features for Service Member
Our skills-matching technology is and Veteran Accounts

now available to the Military Family.
You have skills and we connect you directly
with employers who need those skills

You can now add civilian occupations,
tax credit eligibility, travel and shifts
among a few other enhancements

Create your FREE profile today

www.veteransascend.com
NO RESUME REQUIRED
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SERVING VETERANS

SINCE 1979

i ‘ Community
Hospice & Palliative Care’
) e
PROGRAMS DESIGNED TO MEET VETERANS UNIQUE NEEDS

Advance Care Planning

Community Hospice & Palliative Care offers Honoring Choices® Florida, a program to help you document your health care wishes
in advance, so that, in the event you become ill and cannot speak for yourself, your wishes are known and can be followed.
Palliative Care

Our palliative care services can help people with serious ilinesses get relief from physical, emotional, and spiritual pain,
symptoms, and stress while seeking curative treatment.

Hospice Care
We also provide support during the final phase of advanced iliness, with a focus on comfort and quality of life,

* Team Approach: Trained clinicians identify and address the psychological, physical, spiritual and emotional needs of
veterans and their caregivers.

* Pinning Ceremony: We provide a veteran-to-veteran pinning ceremony to honor the service of our nation’s bravest.

* Service Branch Flags: For veterans who receive care at our inpatient centers, we fly the flag of their service branch out
side their room and entrust the flag to the family following death.

* Veterans History Project: Members of our Community Hospice Veterans Partnership (CHVP) record veterans' stories
and share them online and with the American Folklife Center at the Library of Congress.

* Community Hospice Veterans Partnership: A select group of veteran leaders serving as brand ambassadors
throughout Northeast and North Central Florida bringing awareness to, and providing access for, veterans and their
caregivers facing advanced illness and end-of-life care.

Complementary Therapies
In addition to routine home care, respite care, continuous care and
inpatient hospice, we also provide the following services to patients

\y WE HONOR VETERANS

and their families: Community Hospice & Palliative Care
* Grief and Loss Support * Certified Pet Therapy participates in We Honor Veterans, a Department of
* Certified Music Therapy + Pet Promises Veterans Affairs (VA} and National Hospice and

Palliative Care Organization program that honers

We Need Volunteers veterans for their service and sacrifices,

Whether you offer companionship and a listening ear or assist at
fundransm_g_evgnts, thergs g volunteer r_ole for everyone, _ For more information or to volunteer,
Opportunities include pinning ceremonies, Veterans History Project call toll free 866.253.6681 or visit
recordings, CHVP membership and other special programs. CommunityHospice.com.
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Scholarships & Application Deadlines

There are two primary VA Programs offering educational assistance. While federal benefits do
not technically have a due date, it is impartant to apply as early as possible,

The Marine Gunnery Sergeant Jehn David Fry Schelarship {Fry Scholarship) is currently available
for children of those who died in the line of duty after September 10, 2001, Beginning January
1, 2015, Fry Scholarship will also be available for surviving spouses of those who died in the line
of duty after September 10, 2001.

ryi n n ion. i r offers education and
training opportunities to eligible dependents of Veterans who are permanently and totally dis-
abled due to a service-related condition or of Veterans who died while on active duty or as a
result of a service-related condition.

Application Deadlines for surviving children | Application Deadlines: For surviving spouses

Children of Fallen Patriots Foundation Aspire

No set amount, available for children of | $3,000 scholarships per semester for spouses
those who died in the line of duty or of a | of those who died on active duty. Applications
service-connected disability, No application | due by October 31 for spring semester and
due date. June 30 for fall semester each year.

Freedom Alliance ional Military Fami ciati
Scholarships of up to $5,000 for children of | $500 to $2,500 scholarships for surviving
those who died in the line of duty . No appli- | spouses of those who died while on active duty

cation due date. on or after September 11, 2001. Applications
Fisher House Foundation/ available from December 1 to January 31.
h i Pat Tillman Foundation

Amount varies, for children of those who | Amount varies, scholarships for surviving
died while on active duty on or after Sep- | spouses of those who died on active duty, in
tember 11, 2001, Applications available from | veteran status, or in retiree status. Applications

early December to March 14, available from February 1 to March 6,
special Ops Warrior Foundation
Special Ops Warrior Foundation Application Deadlines: For surviving siblings

Amount varies, for surviving children of Spe-
cial Operations Service Members who died
in the line of duty Applications due at least

Matthew Freeman Project
sixty days prior to the start of the semester. $1,000 scholarships for siblings of those who

have died in the line of duty. No application

Deadline for multiple relationships due date
li r multi d i
Army Emergency Relief Fund
Amount varies, for surviving spouses and Folds of Honor
children of soldiers who die while on active $5,000 scholarships for surviving spouses and
duty orin retiree status. Applications avail- | children of service members who die in the line
able from January 2 to May 1, 2015. of duty or from a service-connected disability
Applications available from January 15 to
March 15.

Disclaimer: The Information presented in this newsletter is for informational awareness only and does
not represent endorsement, sponsorship, recommendation, or promotion of any commercial events,
commercial names or brands by the editors of this Newsletter, the Department of Defense, US Army, US
Navy, US Air Force, US Coast Guard, National Guard, Reserve, or the federal government. Usage of com-
mercial or trademark names is for identification purposes only.
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FLORIDA SURVIVOR OUTREACH SERVICES o=
- AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY

(e B
Ly

Matthew Reeves

SOS Support Coordinator
1225 Easterwood Drive
Tallabassee, FL 32311-3599 505 Support Coordinator
(850) 459-6630 310 Charlotte Street
matthew preeves 2 ctr@matl il St. Augustine, FL 32085
(25 counties) (904)823-0157
keith.e o ctr @mailanil
(12 counties)
FL SOSAREA OF COVERAGE BY COUNTY Shinekqua Baines
. Tallahassee SOSC: (25 counties) S0S Support Coordinator
Bay, Calhoun, Columbia, Dixie, Escombia, Franksin, 9500 Armed Forces Reserve Dr.
Gadsden, Giichrist, Gull, Hamilton, Holmes, Orlando, FL 32827
Jackson, Jefferson, Lafayette, Leon, Liberty, Levy, (407) 240-5939 ext.1743
Madison, Okaloosa, Samta Rosa, Suwannes, Taylor, shinekquad baines ctr uailanil
Wakulla, Watton, Washington (12 counties)
St Augustine SOSC: (12 counfties)
£ Maachua, Bakor, Bradford, Clay, Durval, Flagler, Lashawnda S, Strotber
Marlon, Nassau, Putnaim, St. Johns, Unlon, Volusia 505 Support Coordinator
2801 Grand Ave
[ Qutando SOSC: 12 counties) i
Brevard, Citrus, Highlands, Inian River, Lake, (727) 563-3647
Okeechobee, Orange, Osceola, Polk, St. Lucie, lashawndas strother.cte@@matlanil
Sominole, Sumter (9 counties)
Pinellas SOSC: (9 comnties)
- Charlotte, Desota, Hernando, Hardes, 505 Support Coordinator
Hillsbos ough, Manatee, Pasco, Pinellas, Sarasota, 9301 NW 33¢d St
[ Miami SOSC: (9 counties) D
Broward, Collier, Glades, Herxiry. Les, Offices(305)437:2)78 Z%
Martin, Miami-D ade, Moid o, Palm Beach (9 counties) MRE =
o8

Survivor Outreach Services provides long-term support and advocacy for fami-
lies of the fallen. Our support coordinators and financial counselors are dedi-
cated to helping survivors from all eras understand and apply for benefits as
well as stay connected to the Army family for as long as they desire.

Although Survivor Outreach Services is the focus of this newsletter, please
know that all branches of the Armed Forces are equally committed to taking
care of surviving military families. Please contact us, and we will connect you
with additional resources that may be available for your branch of service. To
find the Survivor Outreach Services location nearest you, check out the map on

this page, or visit www.sos.army.mil.




Here is a good resource for vets who may be experiencing Covid 19 or flu like symptoms.
The call center can be reached 24/7 and the vet will be able to reach a nurse. Also for Vets
who qualify for the Vet Center they also have a 24/7 call center War Vets 877-927-8387. One
of the Vet Center staff will be notified by both text and email to contact and follow-up

with the veteran.

Ann McCulliss Johnson LCSW, USA COL (ret)
Clinical Director, 904-864-2885

YAt

VA HEALTH CARE
‘ m«m AND WHEN =

JU NEED IT.

Calusat 1877 701-3400t0 |
U reoove immediate cheicol ond 8
W, adminsuative support 20
. hours a doy. 7 days ¢
\""-:;:__‘ m‘ek >

Veterans who are elgidle for Vi
. Care are not subject to co-pays
when using the
Cirical Comtace Center.

Nurse Triage

Connoct with o nurse (o dscuss |
your health cancerns and to
dotermne the best course
of acean for your care

..........

. Cornect with a doctor or nurse
practitianer over the phane or by
SECUre video 1o dscuss
your care,

..........

Pharmacsts are avalabie to
assst you and your carg team
10 Support your path
to healng,

S, Bepammens of Veterass Attass
‘“A“»TJT_CZ“ wates
rehrm Hes e vt VI

VA @:
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YOUR CLINICALS

M‘“/V \,/7 W

ON

i

The VISN 8 Chinical Contact Center is a service
of the VA Sunshine Healthcare Network (VISN
8)- providing 24/7, virtual urgent care to
Veterans enrolled for VA Health Care in
Florida, South Georgia, Puerto Rico, and the
1S, Virgin Islands. Veterans who receive care

in the network can call us around the clock to

get their health questions or concerns
answered from the comfort and convenience
of their home. or wherever they may be.

Services include general administrative

support, nurse advice and triage, virtual
visits with a doctor or nurse practitioner
via telephone or VA Video Connect,

There are no co-payments for using the
VISN 8 Clinical Contact Center!

Note: The (inical Contact Center shakd noe be isedd for
OYPOENNLY SRLLTIRNRS. &1 L0 vt of O W tiv ety
emergency. pease dol 1T or wes your closest
TR FOXNTL,

“Frisserymtan SIS may b sudyect £ 60 (ays.

To learn mere, visit www.visnB.va.gov/coc.asp.




Saturday, December 5, 2020

1800 hours: Social Hour
1900 hours: Dinner Dance

ditary” PVl for U

HONORING FIVE STAR VETERANS CENTER

,/‘/ '8 _".’} "WHRTLS ’ ' "'/'( I 'l‘;"f/ St '."I( .I:'{ N ‘.‘ \/\. X H \n'/'.’.\l':'/ ZA) l‘."(-’:'/t'l'.,/.( ved
>y A ~ Y

Omni Hotel Dinner Banquet

Downtown Jacksonville

: Dancing with militar

$150 couple, $80 single ,J{M.J &‘f.emeﬁ s

Tables from $1000

. Black Tie, Full Dress

Tax Deductible Uniform Optional

Sponsorships Available

(904) 723-5950
Sstarveteranscenter.org

bute to the American Her
*Reserve Tax Deductible Tickets @ 5starveteranscenter.org

ALL proceeds benefit recovering, homeless veterans

5 p ;
/ y
;/'//‘!4 WS e Jjor e Radtdd ts

o
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o See Every Word

ClearCaptions. Your calls captioned. Whenever. Wherever.

Your calls captioned at NO COST" to you.

- Fast-dial contacts and favorites
- Adjust font size and color
= Industry leading near real-time captioning

- Answering machine with captioned messages

"Mo cost to qualified users through a federally-funded program.

ores LLC: allmights resanverd. Cles the ClesnCaptions
arCaptions LLC All other product = narmes mentiored
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REQUIREMENTS:

- Hearing loss

- Home phone service
- High-speed internet

For home phone

- iPhone® 55 or newer
For mobile app

Contact me today! |
Anas Benjelloun

904-568-4562

Available to present to groups!

i ]




VAV

Together We are Stronger

Keeping our Veterans
Informed, Connected, United, and Organized

V4VFlorida.org
VetsdVetsNJax@gmail.com
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram: @VetsdVetsNJax
#vetsdvetsjax #lointhevetsmovement #Togetherwearestronger

©OVOo

The Veterans Council of St. Johns County, Inc.
is a 501 C3 Not-For-Profit Florida Corporation.

The Veterans Council of St. Johns County is comprised of
representatives from various veterans' organizations that work
with city and county governments and organizations to assist
with matters concerning veterans and veterans’ activities.

-----

What the Council has done:
* The Veterans Treatment Court
¢ \Wreaths Across America
* Homeless Veterans Standdown
* \eterans Day Parade
¢ \Vets 4 \ets
And so much more...

SA-D003 14704401
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tnci Wl ¢ ¢ ¢ Veterans
41 eee CrisisLine

13-8255

£ ]- 800 273- 8255 PRESS @

JESEE  QICIDE
‘e CrisisLine I STAND BY THEM BRGIAALALL

00-273-8255 Press © LIFELINE

Conlidonsinl halp fow
Yoterans and their lamilies

1 800-273-TALK (0235)

( el chat st Votmeaealohiilre et e et o IS & & 0 »

ee e Vaterans

see Crisisline
1-800-273-8255 pPress €

s o o Crisis Line

1-800-273-8255

e e ¢ Military/Veterans ﬂ

tial chat at MilitaryCrisisLine.net or text 838255
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Veterans Councils of Northeast Florida

CLAY COUNTY

President: Harry Silvers
Meetings:

First Wednesday of each month
Location:

American Legion Post 250
3939 County Rd 218
Middleburg, FL 32068

Time: 1400 (2pm)

NASSAU COUNTY
President: Mike Doran

Meetings:
First Thursday of each month
Location:

American Legion Post 54
626 South 3rd St
Fernandina Beach fit 32034

Time: 1900 (7pm)

BAKER COUNTY

President: Larry Porterfield
Meetings:

Second Thursday of each month
Location:

MacClenny Primitive Baptist Church
Fellowship Hall on North Boulevard

Time : 1800 (6pm)

DUVAL COUNTY

President Steve Spickelmier
Meetings:

Third Tuesday of each month
Location:

American Legion Post 37
Main Building

San Juan Avenue

Tome: 1900 (7 pm)

St. Johns County
President: Bill Dudley

Meetings:
Last Thursday of each month
Location:

Health & Human Services building
Muscovy room, 1st floor

200 San Sebastian View, St. Augustine

Time: 1900 (7pm)
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The Veterans Council of St. Johns County is proud to
announce that it has modernized its website and created
a Facebook page.

We are inviting all veterans to visit our website at:
NEW http://www.veteranscouncilsjc.orq

etc. We will post our meetings dates and keep
you informed about events at the Jacksonville
and St. Augustine National Cemeteries.

Please join our group on Facebook at:
http://veteranscouncilsjc.orqg

Please select Join the Group to become a member

Once you have joined the Veterans Council Facebook group you
will be able to post your meetings, pictures, articles, fund raisers,
etc. It will be your common site to go to and see what’s happening.

The website and Facebook page were updated and created so
that there would be a central place to list all veterans activities in
NE FL.

You may have noticed the Veterans Council’s new logo, it was cre-
ated by Roy Havekost and his web design company PageAuthors.
The VC strongly recommends that you contact Roy, 727-487-6252,
if you or your vet group wants to create a website or Facebook

page.
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Veterans Council of St. Johns County,
“Helping All Veterans”

The Veterans Council of St. Johns County welcomes
article submissions from all County Veterans &
organizations. Articles should be of interest to all and
veterans related. Submissions may be edited &/or
shortened and used if space permits.

Send to: rothfeldm@gmail.com

The Veterans Council of St. Johns County, Inc. is a
Not For Profit Florida Corporation.

Our formation date was July 4, 2001 in a proclamation
issued by the St. Johns County Commissioners. It is
composed of representatives of the various veterans'
organizations within St. Johns County.

The Veteran's Council will work with city and county
governments and other local organizations to achieve
the mutual goal to provide a central agency to assist in
the coordination and presentation of matters concerning
veterans and veterans activities in St. Johns County.

The Veteran's Council will endeavor to precipitate, stim-
ulate and assist various organizations as they perform
patriotic events. One of the major purposes is the pro-
motion and education of national patriotic matters.

The St. Johns County Veterans Council meets the
last Thursday of the month at 7 pm.

The Veterans Council will meet at the St.
Johns County Administration Building
500 San Sebastian View
Auditorium, 1st floor

Veterans Service Office
200 San Sebastian View, Suite 1400
St. Augustine, FL 32084

(physical location)
The VSO Office is located in the St. Johns County Health and
Human Services Building.

The office is open from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. daily,
Monday through Friday excluding holidays.

Service is by appointment.
Phone: 904-209-6160 Fax: 904-209-6161
Joseph McDermott, SR VSO

Rick Rees, Assistant VSO
Travis Neidig, Assistant VSO

The views expressed in The Patriot Reader Newsletter articles, submissions and spotlights

are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the views of the Veterans Council of

St. Johns County or the editors of The Patriot Reader. It is the purpose of this periodical to

share a variety of information that pertain to local veterans and their organizations.
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