
  

 

On March 15, I was hon-

ored at a ceremony  to be 

recognized by the Na-

tional Society of the 

Daughters of the Ameri-

can Revolution with the 

Excellence in Communi-

ty Service Award. This 

award is given each year 

to those individuals who 

the DAR ladies feel has 

made major contribu-

tions to the community 

in helping and serving 

their fellow citizens. I 

was very honored and 

humble to receive this 

recognition by such an 

esteemed and respected 

organization.  

Bill Dudley 

Chairman 

Veterans Council of St. 

Johns County,Inc. 

 

 

Fellow Veterans, 

This week around the 

Nation, veterans and 

communities have been 

celebrating the 50th an-

niversary of the truce 

and cease fire of hostili-

ties in Vietnam. To hon-

or all the men and 

women who served in 

this unpopular war, cer-

emonies were held in 

cities and towns to pay 

respect to all service 

members who served 

during this period. No 

matter if you fought in 

country or in some oth-

er area of the world, if 

you served from 1955 -

1975 you were consid-

ered a Vietnam veteran. 

Here in the local area, 

many veterans organiza-

tions including VVA 

Chapters, DAR Ladies, 

Veterans Councils, 

County governments, 

local TV networks, and 

others conducted cele-

brations to honor our  

 

Vietnam veterans. These 

organizations are to be 

commended as they ex-

pressed the appreciation 

and gratitude of a grateful 

nation that so many did 

not receive when they re-

turned from this terrible 

war.  For everyone who 

served their country dur-

ing this period, we salute 

you.  

The Memorial Day com-

mittee has about com-

pleted the planning for 

this years Memorial Day 

ceremony to be held at 

St. Augustine National 

Cemetery. Our guest 

speaker will be BG Sean 

Boyette . Volunteers are 

needed to help place flags 

at each of the gravesites 

on Friday, 26 May at 1 

PM at the St. Augustine 

National Cemetery. De-

pending on the number of 

volunteers, the entire task 

should take no more than 

one hour.  

 

  From Veterans Council Chairman Bill Dudley April 2023      Volume 12, Issue  4 

  

 

    

 Veterans Council’s Upcoming Speakers 

Chairman Dudley Appointed Chairman 

Receives DAR Award 

VA Free Suicide Help 

Veterans Council February Minutes 

V4V merges onto Veterans Council 

Stories of Service 

Mission: POW-MIA 

American Hero Passes 

First Coast News Honors Vietnam Veterans 

Capt. Giles Norrington, USN ret. 

Women Veterans Recognition Week 

Ft Mose Historical Society 

Atlantic Beach Merchant Marine Memorial 

From VC Treasurer: Voting Law Changes 

Important Veterans Information 

USS Lenah S. Higbee 

The Star Spangled Banner Story 

Baseball Player SPY 

Terry Allan, Vietnam Veteran 

First Coast Honor Flight April 22 

Military Service Plaque 

Tax Filing for Veterans 

The PACT Act 

Veterans Property Tax Benefits 

Korean War Veterans Association 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inside this Edition 



2 

 

The Veterans Council of St. Johns County meets on 

the last Thursday of the month, all are invited to 

attend.  We meet at the County Health & Human 

Services Building, 200 San   Sebastian View, at 7 pm 

in the Muscovy room. 

     Upcoming Speakers  

 March 30 

Robert Covert, St Augustine Historic Society 

Veterans Oral History Project 

Jeanette McMahon, Children of Fallen Patriots Foundation 

(ZOOM) 

April 27 

 Zach Peyton, President West Point Society of N FL  

May 25 

DeAndrea Fuller, Outreach Director 

Steven A Cohen Military Family Clinic at Centerstone 

Ryan Bauman, First Coast Honor Flight Board member 

June 29 

Michael Dionian, Volunteering at the Jax Naval Museum,            

USS Orleck 

 

July 27 

Roseann Vernon, Atlantic Coast Young Marines 
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From Veterans Council Chairman Bill Dudley 

I am honored to have been appointed to the council 

for the Florida Veterans Hall of Fame.  
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Veterans Council Chairman Bill Dudley, was 

also given an award by the National Society of 

the Daughters of the American Revolution 
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 Starting Jan. 17, Veterans in suicidal crisis can go to any VA or non-VA health 

care facility for free emergency health care 

WASHINGTON – Starting Jan. 17, Veterans in 

acute suicidal crisis will be able to go to any VA 

or non-VA health care facility for emergency 

health care at no cost – including inpatient or 

crisis residential care for up to 30 days and outpatient care for up to 90 days. Veterans do 

not need to be enrolled in the VA system to use this benefit. 

This expansion of care will help prevent Veteran suicide by guaranteeing no cost, world-

class care to Veterans in times of crisis. It will also increase access to acute suicide care for 

up to 9 million Veterans who are not currently enrolled in VA. 

Preventing Veteran suicide is VA’s top clinical priority and a top priority of the Biden-

Harris Administration. This effort is a key part of VA’s 10-year National Strategy for Pre-

venting Veteran Suicide and the Biden-Harris administration’s plan for Reducing Military 

and Veteran Suicide. In September, VA released the 2022 National Veteran Suicide Preven-

tion Annual Report, which showed that Veteran suicides decreased in 2020 for the second 

year in a row, and that fewer Veterans died by suicide in 2020 than in any year since 2006. 

“Veterans in suicidal crisis can now receive the free, world-class emergency health care they 

deserve – no matter where they need it, when they need it, or whether they’re enrolled in 

VA care,” said VA Secretary for Veterans Affairs Denis McDonough. “This expansion of care 

will save Veterans’ lives, and there’s nothing more important than that.”  

VA has submitted an interim final rule to the federal register to establish this authority 

under section 201 of the Veterans Comprehensive Prevention, Access to Care, and Treat-

ment (COMPACT) Act of 2020. The final policy, which takes effect on Jan. 17, will allow 

VA to: 

Provide, pay for, or reimburse for treatment of eligible individuals’ emergency suicide care, 

transportation costs, and follow-up care at a VA or non-VA facility for up to 30 days of in-

patient care and 90 days of outpatient care. 
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Make appropriate referrals for care following the period of emergency suicide care. 

Determine eligibility for other VA services and benefits. 

Refer eligible individuals for appropriate VA programs and benefits following the period of 

emergency suicide care. 

Eligible individuals, regardless of VA enrollment status, are: 

Veterans who were discharged or released from active duty after more than 24 months of 

active service under conditions other than dishonorable. 

Former members of the armed forces, including reserve service members, who served 

more than 100 days under a combat exclusion or in support of a contingency operation ei-

ther directly or by operating an unmanned aerial vehicle from another location who were 

discharged under conditions other than dishonorable. 

Former members of the armed forces who were the victim of a physical assault of a sexual 

nature, a battery of a sexual nature, or sexual harassment while serving in the armed forc-

es. 

Over the past year, VA has announced or continued several additional efforts to end Veteran 

suicide, including establishing 988 (then press 1) as a way for Veterans to quickly connect 

with caring, qualified crisis support 24/7; proposing a new rule that would reduce or elim-

inate copayments for Veterans at risk of suicide; conducting an ongoing public outreach ef-

fort on firearm suicide prevention and lethal means safety; and leveraging a national Veter-

an suicide prevention awareness campaign, “Don’t Wait. Reach Out.”  

### 

If you’re a Veteran in crisis or concerned about one, contact the Veterans Crisis Line to re-

ceive 24/7 confidential support. You don't have to be enrolled in VA benefits or health care 

to connect. To reach responders, Dial 988 then Press 1, chat online 

at VeteransCrisisLine.net/Chat, or text 838255. 
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VETERANS COUNCIL OF ST. JOHNS COUNTY 

MINUTES OF GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

FEBURARY 23, 2023 

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Dudley 

WELCOME AND OPENING REMARKS: Chairman Dudley 

PLEDGE: Chairman Dudley 

INVOCATION: Ray Quinn 

INTRODUCTION OF SPEAKERS/GUESTS: Chairman Dudley 

There were several new attendees (and some members that had not attended 

in a while) at this month’s meeting that introduced themselves. 

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: Minutes of last meeting conducted January 26, 

2023, were presented by Chairman Dudley. Copies of Minutes and Agenda are 

available on the sign-in table and were sent to members electronically by the 

Secretary. The minutes were approved by voice vote with no changes. 

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer John Mountcastle was not in attendance 

and Chairman Dudley provided a detailed report that as of January 25, 2023, 

there was a balance of $118,844.72 and as of date of meeting there is balance of 

$148,926.99. The income increase was due to combining the Vets for Vets ac-

count with the Veterans Council. There were $3,000 worth of checks deposited 

last week. Chairman Dudley and David Shoar recently met with a group of fi-

nancially stable men in Ponte Vedra and they have all pledged to help the Vet-

erans Council in some financial way. Chairman Dudley left that meeting with a 

couple of checks totaling $12,500.00. Congressman John Rutherford was also 

in attendance at this meeting and agreed to support the Veterans Council at 

the Congressional level. A copy of the Treasurer’s Report with all expenses was 

provided. The Treasurer’s Report was approved by voice vote with no changes.  
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SPEAKERS: 

DR. GEORGE CRESSMAN, HISTORIAN, CAMP BLANDING MILITARY MUSE-

UM 

Dr. Cressman spoke of highlighting some of the history of Camp Blanding. He 

expressed he would talk about how Camp Blanding came to be and then a lit-

tle bit about what they are doing today.  Camp Blanding was the successor to 

Camp Johnson and Camp Foster.  That post was open in the early 20th century 

and in 1939 the Navy was looking for a new site and that portion that was 

Camp Foster became Naval Air Station Jacksonville. The Florida National 

Guard went looking for a new home and settled on an area adjacent to Kings-

ley Lake and purchased about 30,000 acres of land and began construction on 

what was to be a two regiment training facility. He then went into great detail 

on the history of Camp Blanding and what it is today. Dr. Cressman invited all 

to come and tour the Camp Blanding Military Museum. Dr. Cressman opened 

up the floor for questions and answers.  

JAMES BULLOCK, THE BATTLE OF FORT MOSE 

Mr. Bullock spoke of the history of Fort Mose and its significance to the City 

of St. Augustine. The history of Fort Mose goes back over 263 years, the Battle 

at Fort Mose happened 35 years before the American Revolution. Mr. Bullock 

provided a timeline and a detailed talk of the history of Fort Mose.  Mr. Bull-

ock also provided a handout on the upcoming events to be held at Fort Mose. 

Mr. Bullock took questions and answers to finish his presentation.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

VETERANS SERVICE OFFICE UPDATE, JOSEPH MCDERMOTT 

Mr. McDermott discussed how the VA has now gone to an automation proces-

sion of claims. Mr. McDermott discussed how the automation process had al-

ready errored on a burial benefits claim so we will just have to see if this new 

processing of claims will be successful or not. Letters are going out to many  
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veterans from the VA that have served about the PAC ACT and what it entails. 

Toxic exposure was discussed and who and what may be covered by that 

through the PAC ACT. Mr. McDermott asked that if someone is in need of fil-

ing a claim, please don’t try to do it yourself send them to the Veterans Service 

Office for assistance. 

 

VETERANS TREATMENT COURT, JOHN LESLIE 

Mr. Leslie introduced himself, he is the mentor coordinator for the Veterans 

Treatment Court here is St. Johns and Putnam County.  The Veterans Treatment 

Court has brought 122 veterans into the program in the last 6 years and 2 

months. There have been 69 graduates and there are 35 currently in-flow. 

Court is held every 2 weeks and the next Court will be held on March 3rd be-

ginning at 10:00am in Room 355.  All are invited to attend and observe. There is 

a need for new mentors in the Treatment Court. There is also a need for those 

that already in the Court for treatment for community service hours and op-

portunities are needed to help the participates serve their 50 required hours.   

Floor was then opened for questions and comments regarding the Veterans 

Treatment Court.  

OLD/NEW BUSINESS: 

Chairman Dudley asked to bring a few things to the Council’s attention. First, 

a Memorial Day Service is planned for May 29th at the St. Augustine National 

Cemetery at 10:00 am. Chairman invited everyone to attend for a large turnout 

and the new Brigadier General from the National Guard will be the speaker.  

The second thing, was the effort that the Veterans Council is working on for 

hopefully building a homeless shelter in St. Johns County for our homeless 

veterans in the near future. The Council is working with the City, County, State 

and Federal Government to help with this process of obtaining a veterans’ 

homeless shelter. There are hopes that within the next year to have a veterans’  
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homeless shelter, if not complete then at least started.  

Chairman Dudley was contacted by the Veterans Service Office that we have a 

local veteran coming up on his 100th birthday on March 23, 2023. Chairman 

Dudley approached the County Administrator and  Commission and asked 

that the Veteran be recognized at the next County Commission meeting and 

they agreed wholeheartedly to recognize him. On April 4th at the Commission 

Meeting, we will be recognizing the 100th birthday for Mr. John Patton.  An 

invitation was extended to everyone to attend anhelp us honor Mr. Patton. It 

was agreed that any Veteran in the future reaching the 100th birthday will be 

recognized by St. Johns County.  

Chairman Dudley has been appointed by the State House Speaker to the Council for 

the Florida Veterans Hall of Fame. Chairman Dudley accepted the appointment for a 

2-year term.  

Floor was opened to questions and answers or any new information that anyone 

may wish to share.  

An unfortunate announcement was made that our Vice Chairman Ray Quinn is hav-

ing to resign from the Council due to personal and health reasons. Chairman Dud-

ley expressed what a valuable asset Vice Chairman Quinn has been to the Veterans 

Council since 2001. He has supported our Veterans in so many ways. He will be 

greatly missed at our meetings. 

Next Veterans Council meeting will be held on Thursday, March 30th beginning at 

7:00pm. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

William Dudley, Chairman  
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From Pam Cain 

I invite you to read the attached press release and visit our website at 

www.missionpowmia.org. This is a 501(c)3 organization that is focused on 

expediting the fullest possible accounting for those who are still missing 

and unaccounted for. We welcome all family members, patriots, the gen-

eral public and all who support our nation's promise to account for and 

bring home as many as possible. Mission: POW-MIA will be recognized 

for its transparency, determination and dedication to end the uncertainty 

faced by generations of 

America's POW/MIA 

families. 

I'm happy to answer 

any questions and we 

hope you will join us! 

Best regards to all, Pam 

Pam Cain, Vice Presi-

dent, Mission: POW-

MIA 

Daughter, Col Oscar 

Mauterer, MIA Laos 

2/15/66,                    

c: 703-798-8550 
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From Jerry Domask 

The Passing of an American Hero 

Greetings All, 

It is with a heavy heart and great grief that I forward you this email. Ted is an American 

Warrior & Hero that served his Country and our Nation with unconditional love and 

sacrifice, and asked for nothing in return. While serving in the Pentagon, I was asked 

to help Ted acclimate back into the Army after being held a POW for 5+ years, 4.5 of 

these years he was held in solitary confinement in a foot print of 8' X 5'. 

God bless you and may you find peace and tranquility that has eluded you most of your 

life! Ted will always be remembered in my heart and soul as "Mother Theresa Incarnat-

ed"! Love you Brother and will always have your back covered! 

Your Foxhole Buddy for half a century, 

Jerome (Jerry) Domask 

Vietnam Veteran, Army (RET) 
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You are Cordially Invited to a Massing of Colors Ceremony 

on May 6, 2023, 10 AM at 

Ridgeview High School Cafetorium 

466 Madison Avenue, Orange Park, FL 32065  

Please RSVP soonest to Chapter Commander, CWO David McCuistion via email 

at davidmcc44@outlook.com, or by telephone at 423-402-1643. 
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From the Editor: as we get older we think back to 

memorable days that stand out from the others, days 

that you can’t forget. 

This happened 10 years ago this month. 

Woman flies to St. Augustine, surprises POW 

with bracelet she wore for him as a child 

By William Browning Mon, Mar 18, 2013  

Peggy Cornacchio of Massachusetts surprised former 

POW Giles Norrington with this bracelet in his name 

that she wore as a child to honor him 40 years ago. 

Woman flies to St. Augustine, surprises POW with 

bracelet she wore for him as a child 

This story ends in the exchange of a bracelet between two weeping adults who before Saturday night had 

never met. 

It begins in 1971, when Peggy Cornacchio was 11, and her parents mailed off for a metal bracelet bearing 

the name of a U.S. prisoner of war. Many similar bracelets were worn during the intense years of the Vi-

etnam War. 

The name on the bracelet Peggy got was “LCDR Giles Norrington,” a Navy pilot who had been shot 

down over North Vietnam on May 5, 1968. 

Peggy didn’t know Norrington or anything about his life. That didn’t matter. On most school days for two 

years Peggy wore his name around her wrist. By wearing it she honored his service and sometimes, sit-

ting in class at Nathaniel Bowditch School in Salem, Mass., the place where she grew up, she thought of 

Norrington and what happened to him. 

Two years after she began wearing it, her parents read in the Boston Globe newspaper that Norrington 

had been released from captivity. Peggy felt relieved, but still wore the bracelet here and there for the 

other Americans left in Vietnam. 

Then the war drew down, the bracelet was packed away, Peggy went to college, grew up and 40 years 

passed. 

Last Christmas, rummaging through a box of forgotten keepsakes, Peggy came across the bracelet. Hold-

ing it for the first time in decades, she wondered. 

Photo by Michael Isam 

Giles Norrington and Peggy Cornacchio meet for the first 

time Saturday in St. Augustine. Cornacchio, who lives in 

Salem, Mass., flew to Jacksonville to give Norrington a 

POW-MIA bracelet she wore for him 40 years ago when 

he was a prisoner of war at the Hanoi Hilton. 
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What happened to Norrington? Where had he gone? Was he still alive? 

She searched the Internet and found he was alive, living in Florida and scheduled to speak Saturday night 

in St. Augustine at the annual awards dinner for the Chase-Rescorla Scholarship. She felt like she needed 

to give him the bracelet. 

“I thought he’s got to be getting up there,” she said. “If I don’t do this now, it’s not going to happen.” 

She bought a $400 plane ticket and took some time off from work. Saturday morning she and a friend 

flew to Jacksonville from Boston. 

She didn’t tell Norrington she was coming. 

5 YEARS CONFINED  

An infamous place of torture and brutal confinement, the Hanoi Hilton was a prison-

er of war camp in North Vietnam. Giles Norrington spent 1,775 days there. 

He was from Ohio and joined the Marine Corps as an enlisted man out of high 

school in 1954. In 1965 he switched to the Navy. Three years later the plane he was piloting was shot 

down and he was captured. 

He was tortured at first and then, he said, the hardships of isolation set in. 

“The biggest enemy was boredom,” he said. “What I mean by that is, we had no intellectual stimulation.” 

Norrington said the conversations he had with his fellow American POWs were “precious.” They would 

tell each other the stories of their lives. 

“When you were listening to those, it was a time away from your problems,” he said. 

The prisoners didn’t know what would happen to them. They certainly had no idea people back home 

were wearing bracelets bearing their names. 

On March 14, 1973, he was released. 

When he got home he learned about the POW-MIA bracelets, which tens of thousands of Americans had 

begun wearing to remember the captured servicemen. Talking about what they meant to him recently, he 

got emotional saying that they represented the military men “who gave all.” 

He retired from the Navy in 1988, married and moved all across the country before he and his wife set-

tled in Titusville, where they live today. 

Over the years Norrington, 77, received more than 100 of the POW-MIA bracelets bearing his name. 

Most arrived in the mail. 
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NOT FORGOTTEN  

When Cornacchio, 52, pulled the bracelet out of the bottom of that box on Christ-

mas, it was broken. She took it to a jeweler in Salem who, after learning why she 

wanted it fixed, repaired it for free. 

Cornacchio, the intact bracelet and her friend from Salem, Beth Ross, flew into the 

First Coast Saturday morning. They stayed at the home of Athena Tickner, a child-

hood friend and Air Force veteran who lives in Jacksonville. 

Getting ready to go to St. Augustine Saturday night, Cornacchio chose to not wear mascara. She was sure 

she was going to cry. And she did. “I can tell you that tears were streaming down my face and hers,” Nor-

rington said when describing their embrace. 

He said when the stranger from Massachusetts handed him the bracelet at the dinner, he felt, “Joy and re-

lief and just the kind of pleasure that you can’t explain in words. I can’t get over it.” 

Of all the bracelets he has received through the years, he called Cornacchio’s the most important. She 

gave it to him two days after the 40th anniversary of his release from the Hanoi Hilton. 

Cornacchio and her friend are flying back to Salem Tuesday. Cornacchio will be back to work Wednesday 

and when she goes she will carry a sense of relief. 

“For me, it was so important that he knew there was a person out there who didn’t forget about him,” she 

said of Norrington. 

He is back home in Titusville. Through the years, as he and his wife moved across the country, he donated 

a lot of the bracelets he received to military museums and historical societies. The one Cornacchio gave 

him is sitting on his kitchen table as he decides where to keep it. 

He has no plans to give it away. 

“There are some things in life that you just don’t let go,” he said. “And that’s one of them.” 

ADDENDUM by Michael Rothfeld: A few years after this bracelet exchange local Vietnam veteran and 

historian, Terry Allan, was on a vacation in the New England area and came across two women standing 

in front of a Traveling Vietnam Wall. Terry offered to take their pictures and the women accepted his offer. 

The women thanked Terry and told him why they were at the Vietnam Wall, it was because Peggy Cornac-

chio had always worn the bracelet of ex POW Giles Norrington. Terry immediately realized what had 

just taken place. A one chance in a million encounter with the women he had met at the dinner in St. 

Augustine a few years back. They all embraced, a few tears were shed and they all remembered Giles 

Norrington, Capt. US Navy, retired and American Hero. 



27 

We invite you to join us for a "Women Veterans Recogni-

tion Week" celebration.  Attached is a tentative schedule 

of events and the sponsorship letter.  As we draw closer, 

we will send an updated flyer for the week of events.   I 

hope you will participate! 
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Fort Mose Historical Society 

  Do You Know Your Fort Mose Histori-

cal Timeline? 

- 1687 The first group of freedom seek-

ers arrives in St. Augustine. 

- 1693, King Charles II of Spain issued a 

royal proclamation granting liberty to all  

freedom seekers who would accept the 

Catholic religion. S 

- 1738 Fort Mose is established on St. 

Augustine’s northern border. 

- 1740 British troops launch a month-long siege of St. Augustine. Allied Spanish 

and  

Native forces and Fort Mose free Black militia win the Battle of Bloody Mose,  

although, during the battle, the fort is destroyed. St. Augustine remains under  

Spanish control. 

- 1740 Fort Mose citizens move into town, living peaceably among local Spanish 

and Native residents. 

- 1752 Fort Mose is rebuilt, close to the original site. 

- 1763 England gains control of Spanish St. Augustine, upon conclusion of the Sev-

en Years War. Most citizens of Fort Mose and St. Augustine evacuate to Cuba. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – March 8, 2023 

Contact:  Beth Heath, 904-705-6439,    Beth@WeCanBeHeroesFoundation.org 

   Beaches Park Home of Merchant Marine Memorial  

 Memorial to the Merchant Marine Placed at Atlantic Beach, FL  

(JACKSONVILLE) –Tuesday morning at the Veterans Memorial Park in Atlantic Beach, Florida, “A Me-

morial To All Who Served in the US Merchant Marine and the Navy Armed Guard” was placed at the 

Beaches Veterans Memorial Park.  The Memorial Park is at the corner of Atlantic Blvd. and Mayport Rd, 

adjacent to the American Legion Post 316.   

The Merchant Marines suffered 6,839 lost lives, and the Armed Guard suffered 1,810 lost lives. 731 

ships were sunk between 1941 - 1945. Their motto is "We aim to deliver, and we did."  

Among those present to observe the placement of the beautiful two-sided memorial and thank Mer-

chant Mariners was Commander General of the Naval Order of the United States Bob Whitkop, Clar-

ence Hill, Past National Commander of the American Legion, Stephen Snyder of American Merchant 

Marine Veterans, Merchant Mariner Charlie Sellers, Former Atlantic Beach Town Council Member Jim-

my Hill, Atlantic Beach Public Works Director Scott William and We Can Be Heroes Foundation Presi-

dent Beth Heath. 

This beautiful two-sided memorial is a reminder to all Americans of the Merchant Marine valor, dedica-

tion and heroic history.” said We Can Be Heroes Foundation President Beth 

Heath.                                                                                                                                                           

                                # 

 

Photo 1:  Veterans Memorial Park 

Photo 2: l to r Bob Whitkop, Scott Williams, Charlie Sellers, Stephen Snyder 

Photo 3:  l to r Honorable Jimmy Hill,  Charlie Sellers 

Photo 4: Memorial Backside  
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From the Treasurer 

This year, there are many changes to laws, only a few of which are more 

advantageous to the Veteran than in prior years. 

Vote-By-Mail 

One of the little-known requirements is that Florida Voters’ Vote-By-

Mail requests expire at the end of the calendar year in which there is a 

general election which was a recent change in the law. In 2022, there was 

a general election, voting for Federal and State elected officials 

(remember those annoying ads?), so all requests from the 2022 elections 

have now expired. 

If you prefer to Vote-By-Mail, now would be a good time to request mail 

ballots be sent to your St. Johns County residence, another address, or, if 

deployed, request an Overseas or Military Ballot, by going to https://

www.votesjc.gov/vote-by-mail. Your Vote-By-Mail request will be valid 

for all local and state elections, and for the federal (general) elections in 

2024.  

You may choose an “All Elections Request” (valid through 2024) or re-

quest a mail ballot for a specific Individual Election (though I believe it 

makes life easier to submit an “All Elections Request”).  If you have ques-

tions, or need assistance, please reach out to the Elections Office at 

(904) 823-2238. 

Exempt Organization 2023 Filing Deadlines and Reminders 

January 31, 2023: Provide 1099-MISC and 1099-NEC to recipients, 

and file 1099-NEC with the IRS with 1096 

http://www.votesjc.gov/vote-by-mail
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February 28, 2023: File IRS copies of 1099-MISC together with 1096  

May 1, 2023: File Florida Secretary of State Annual Report 

May 15. 2023 (for calendar-year exempt organizations): File Form 990 

family (990, 990-EZ or 990-N) electronically (this is the second year that 

only electronic filings are accepted). For exempt organizations with other 

fiscal years, due date is the fifteenth of the fifth month after the fiscal year

-end. 

Various dates (for charities, not Veterans’ organizations recognized under 

§IRS 501(c)(19)), renew registration under the Florida Solicitation of 

Contributions Act with the Florida Department of Agriculture and Con-

sumer Affairs. To check your renewal date, go to Florida Charity Check. 

Personal Federal Income Tax Deadline 

The IRS's Free File program, available only at IRS.gov, allows taxpayers 

who made $73,000 or less in 2022 to file their taxes electronically for 

free using brand-name software provided by commercial tax filing com-

panies. Free File Fillable forms, a part of this effort, is available to any in-

come level and provides free electronic forms that people fill out and file 

themselves also at no cost. 

Tuesday, April 18, 2023, for most taxpayers, instead of April 15, be-

cause of the weekend and the District of Columbia's Emancipation Day 

holiday, which falls on Monday, April 17. The IRS will commence accept-

ing 2022 individual federal income tax returns on January 23. 

Florida%20Charity%20Check
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From American Legion 5th District FL  



35 

 Military News 

Navy Ship Named in Honor of One of Service’s First 

Nurses 

USS Lenah S. Higbee is dressed for the ceremony in 

2021. (Michael Duhe/U.S. Navy) 

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution | By Hunter Boyce 

The USS Lenah Sutcliffe Higbee, a guided-missile destroyer, was recently launched by 

the United States Navy. The ship, christened in 2021, is named after one of 

the U.S. Navy’s first ever nurses. Lenah Sutcliffe Higbee entered service in 1908 as 

part of the “Sacred Twenty,” the U.S. Navy’s first nurses. Within three years, she had 

gained leadership of the corps as the forerunner of today’s Director of Nurse Corps. 

 Rear Admiral Cynthia Kuehner served as the representative of the Chief of Naval Op-

erations at the ship’s christening, where he spoke about what Higbee means to 

the Nurse Corps and Navy Medicine. 

“As the 26th Director of the Navy Nurse Corps I recognize that I am here in no small 

part because of the vision, initiative and conspicuous achievements of this great war-

ship’s namesake,” Kuehner said. “As the second Superintendent she led the Navy Nurse 

Corps with awe inspiring distinction. In this evening’s ceremony we celebrate her lega-

cy. We honor her service. And we ensure that the permanence of her indomitable spirit 

is enshrined and revered by all who behold her.” 

Higbee’s care for thousands of casualties in World War I and during the so-called Span-

ish Flu epidemic that followed ultimately earned her a Navy Cross. 

 “Lenah Higbee understood in the context of World War I and the influenza pandemic 

of 1918 that nursing’s presence on the front and in the fight is as essential to victory as 

any other element of modern warfare,” Kuehner added. “With uncommon vision and 

valor Superintendent Higbee pursued credible standing for the all-female Navy Nurse 

Corps, fighting within the institution against overt discrimination and for the common 

basic features of military service including pay, rank, uniforms and even housing.” 
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The Star-Spangled Banner 

The story behind the song 

If you have ever been to a U.S. sporting event—professional, college, or 

high school—you know the routine. People stand, some place right 

hands over their hearts, men take off their hats, soldiers salute, maybe 

fighter jets roar overhead. Then, six of the most recognizable musical 

notes in American culture are played, and the crowd belts out the first 

five words: “O say can you see …” 

Most people then mumble through the rest of the song. A recent poll reports that two-thirds of 

Americans do not know all the words to the first verse of their own national anthem. Perhaps if 

people know the amazing history of how this song came to be, they might find it easier to remem-

ber. Here is the story behind the “The Star-Spangled Banner.” 

Did You Know? 

The commander of Fort McHenry, George Armistead, ordered “a flag so large that the British 

would have no difficulty seeing it from a distance.” The giant 42-foot by 30-foot banner was sewn 

by Mary Pickersgill. This 15-star flag, the Star-Spangled Banner that inspired Francis Scott Key’s 

poem, has been carefully preserved. Today it hangs in the National Museum of American History 

in Washington, D.C. 

Francis Scott Key penned four verses to “The Star-Spangled Banner.” Only the first verse is sung at 

most occasions. Occasionally, though, a performance will include the fourth verse, too. 

Key—the man who described the U.S. as “the land of the free”—owned slaves, an ugly truth of 

the time. History is often weirder than fiction. 

“The Star-Spangled Banner” has its critics. Some Americans complain that it celebrates war and 

should be reserved for military ceremonies. Others simply grumble that it is too hard to sing with 

a range that is out of reach for the average vocalist. Suggested replacements have included 

“America the Beautiful,” “God Bless America,” and “This Land is Your Land.” 

During World War II, Major League Baseball began the tradition of performing the “The Star-

Spangled Banner” before games. Other sports soon followed suit. 

The National Anthem Project promotes the learning of “The Star-Spangled Banner.” Every year, it 

encourages schools to celebrate National Anthem Day on September 14th. For more infor-

mation, check out their web page. 
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A Baseball Player SPY 

Born on Sunday, March 02, 1902 in New York, NY , Among 

the most scholarly professional athletes ever, Moe Berg was 

an alumnus of three universities, lawyer, mathematician, 

linguist, and poor hitter, eliciting the comment: “He can 

speak 12 languages but can’t hit in any of them.” His ability 

to handle young pitchers and his reputation as a bullpen 

mystic kept him in the majors, where his roommates won-

dered at his sacrosanct clutter of books and newspapers stacked in dozens of piles. 

He professed belief that his newspapers were “alive” and could “die” from being 

looked at by someone else. On occasion he braved snowstorms to purchase replace-

ments for “deceased” newspapers. 

Casey Stengel called him “the strangest man ever to play baseball” even before it was 

known he had served America as a spy. Some may have wondered why a third-string 

catcher like Berg went to Japan in the early 1930s with the likes of Ruth and Gehrig 

on an all-star traveling team. In fact, Berg was assigned to take espionage photos. 

During WWII, he became one of America’s most important atomic spies, gathering 

vital information on top German scientists and even performing some missions that 

might have required assassination. He declined the Medal of Merit for his wartime 

service and never wrote his memoirs after being angered by an assigned co-author 

who confused him with “Moe” of the Three Stooges. 

Berg fit the classic spy image: dark, heavy-featured, mysterious, sybaritic, coura-

geous, and impeccably mannered. Women were attracted to the cultured, lifelong 

bachelor. When he was criticized for “wasting” his intellectual talent on the sport 

he loved, Berg replied: “I’d rather be a ballplayer than a justice on the U.S. Supreme 

Court.”  

“He [Moe Berg] bluffs his way up onto the roof of the hospital, the tallest building 

in Tokyo at the time. And from underneath his kimono he pulls out a movie camera. 

He proceeds to take a series of photos panning the whole setting before him, which 

includes the harbor, the industrial sections of Tokyo, possibly munitions factories 

and things like that. Then he puts the camera back under his kimono and leaves the 

hospital with these films,” says Nicholas Dawidoff, a Berg biographer.  
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From a few years ago but well worth revisiting 

Terry Allan, esteemed Vietnam War Veteran speaks before 1,000's of St. 

Augustine, FL attendees at the world premier of Vietnam: Service, 

Sacrifice & Courage held November 7, 2010 at Flagler College. The 

documentary produced by media moguls Michael Rothfeld and Bill 

Dudley includes some of America's bravest men who served in Vi-

etnam telling their personal stories. The event was also a chance for 

Congressmen, dignitaries and others to finally express Welcome 

Home to Vietnam Veterans.  

Terry made an emotional presentation discussing the Differences Be-

tween Fairy Tales and War Stories. He vividly articulated how 

50,000,000 men who reportedly served in combat during the Vietnam 

era tell War stories today about their brave deeds. Mr. Allan pointed 

out that only 5,000,000 men actually served in Vietnam, but who's 

counting when you’re dealing with some Fairy Tales. 

https://youtu.be/5Xd6xbvAkvY   

https://youtu.be/5Xd6xbvAkvY
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 CLAIM YOUR FREE MILITARY SERVICE PLAQUE  

FROM TOGETHER WE SERVED 

Hot off the press is Together We Served’s brand new, high resolu-

tion, Military Service Plaque, featuring key service information 

and period-accurate graphics from your military service in a dis-

tinctive and attractive layout. Specially sized at 11” x 6.5” to 

download and print out on a home printer or nearby print shop, 

your FREE Personal Military Service Plaque can be easily framed 

for proud display on any den wall! 

These Plaques are being made available, completely free of charge 

on the Together We Served website, to every Stars and Stripes 

reader who served in the U.S. Army, U.S. Marine Corps, U.S. Na-

vy, U.S. Air Force or U.S. Coast Guard. 

Claim Your Free Plaque Today! 

Togetherweserved.com/ 

 

Togetherweserved.com/
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  How the PACT Act is Already      

Helping Veterans 

Veterans are applying for benefits and 

VA is expediting delivery 

 

The PACT Act is a historic new law that will help VA provide health care and benefits 

to millions of toxic-exposed Veterans and their survivors. Since President Biden 

signed the PACT Act into law on August 10, VA has been hard at work implementing 

this landmark bipartisan legislation—and Veterans have already begun to apply for the 

benefits they’ve earned and deserve. 

Here’s an update on what’s happened since August 10th: 

Veterans are applying for the PACT Act benefits they deserve 

The day after the PACT Act was signed into law (August 11), Veterans set an all-time 

record for filing online disability compensation claims. Since the PACT Act was 

signed, Veterans have filed more than 200,000 total claims—an increase of more than 

21% over the same period last year. And to date, VA has already received more than 

70,000 PACT Act-related claims from Veterans since August 10. 

Thousands of Veterans participated in toxic exposure screening pilot 

As a part of the PACT Act, VA will begin providing 5-minute toxic exposure screen-

ings to all Veterans enrolled in VA health care. On September 6, VA began a pilot of 

this program—screening 13,380 Veterans across 12 medical centers over a 2-week 

period, and finding a 37.4% concern of exposure among those Veterans. These results 

will help VA make toxic exposure screenings available to all Veterans in early Novem-

ber, and more importantly, make sure that VA provides all toxic-exposed Veterans with 

the care they need and the benefits they deserve.   
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VA expedited the timeline to deliver benefits to Veterans as soon as possible 

Instead of phasing-in conditions over the coming years (as outlined in the legislation), 

the Biden Administration decided to make all conditions in the PACT Act presumptive 

for benefits as of August 10, the day the bill was signed into law. We will begin pro-

cessing these benefits on the earliest date possible, which is January 1. 

VA will expand health care eligibility in October 

On October 1, VA will expand and extend eligibility for VA health care for certain 

Veterans of the Gulf Wars and post-9/11 era. This expansion will increase health care 

eligibility for hundreds of thousands of toxic-exposed Veterans. Additionally, VA has 

already expanded health care eligibility for certain Veterans of the Vietnam War. More 

detailed information about this expansion can be found on VA.gov/PACT. 

Meeting Veterans where they are 

Within minutes of the PACT Act passing the Senate, VA launched VA.gov/PACT—a 

one-stop-shop website where Veterans and their families can learn about the PACT 

Act and apply for health care or benefits. This website, which is available in English 

and Spanish, has garnered nearly 2.5 million views to date. 

Apply now. VA encourages Veterans and survivors to apply now for the PACT Act-

related benefits and care they deserve. All Veterans and survivors can go to VA.gov/

PACT or call us at 1-800-MYVA411 to learn more about what this legislation means 

for them. 
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 Hello First Coast Honor Flight Supporters:  

Our mission at First Coast Honor Flight (FCHF) is to pro-

vide a unique experience for our local Veterans in Wash-

ington D.C. to visit the memorials dedicated to honoring 

those who have served and sacrificed for our country.  

We consider it our honor to give our Veterans the opportunity to remember, celebrate, 

grieve, and gain closure for the time they sacrificed for our country.  

Unfortunately, the current limited commercial airline schedule from our Jacksonville 

Airport is not sufficient to provide our Veterans the experience they deserve in Wash-

ington D.C. Therefore, we have decided to postpone our planned October 2022 flight 

to April 2023.  

We're making great progress towards an April 2023 flight which will allow us to bring 

more Veterans and allow more time for the true experience that we want to be able to 

give our Veterans.  

Stay tuned for more information.  

We would welcome any connections you may have and will be creating some fundrais-

ing opportunities for you to help us make our April 2023 flight a reality!  

Your First Coast Honor Flight Team  

Candace Mabry, Fundraising Director, First Coast Honor Flight 

904-708-2445, cmabryfchf@gmail.com, www.firstcoasthonorflight.org  

  

“We can’t all be heroes, because somebody has to sit on the curb and applaud as they go by” 

-Will Rogers 
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Blue Angels Show Schedule 2023 

Jacksonville in October 
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The Florida Department of Veterans' Affairs 

Our App got an upgrade! The free App is a quick 

and easy way to access benefit information, look for 

available jobs, and connect to the latest news re-

garding Veterans’ issues. Get it now!  

https://app.floridavets.org/  

#FDVA #FLVets  

https://app.floridavets.org/
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The Florida Department of Veterans' Affairs 

Have you checked out the new 2022 Florida Veterans' 

Benefits Guide? It is now available for download. The 

annual guide helps connect Florida's Veterans and their 

families with earned federal and state benefits, services 

and support. It also contains helpful phone numbers 

and website addresses for additional information. To 

view online, click here: https://bit.ly/3BovveB. To 

download a copy for your records, click here: https://

bit.ly/3HYgTF0.  

 

https://bit.ly/3BovveB
https://bit.ly/3HYgTF0
https://bit.ly/3HYgTF0
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Are You eligible to file for benefits based on Presumptive Exposure? 

Were you exposed to hazardous materials while serving in the military, such as from Agent Or-

ange or burn pits? Did you serve in Vietnam, Thailand or Southwest Asia? If so, you may be eligible to 

file for service-connected benefits based on presumptive exposure. 

Over the course of the last six months, VA has begun processing service-connected disability claims for 

six new presumptive conditions related to exposure to hazardous materials. 

In May 2021, VA started implementing provisions of the William M. Thornberry National Defense Au-

thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (NDAA), adding bladder cancer, hypothyroidism and Parkinsonism 

to the list of medical conditions presumptively associated with exposure to Agent Orange. A few 

months later, VA added asthma, rhinitis and sinusitis (to include rhinosinusitis) on a presumptive basis 

based on particulate matter exposures during military service in Southwest Asia and certain other areas. 

Any Veteran who was previously denied service-connection for any of these six conditions but had 

symptoms manifest within 10 years of military service would need to file another claim. Be sure to 

use VA Form 20-0995, “Decision Review Request: Supplemental Claim” when filing. The claim form 

should include the name of the medical condition and also specify that the medical condition is being 

claimed due to in-service exposure to environmental hazards. 

VA is committed to assisting Veterans who may have been exposed to hazardous materials during their 

military service. 

Be sure to stay plugged in to www.va.gov for the most recent developments around environmental haz-

ards; VA is constantly conducting research and surveillance, as well as reviewing scientific literature for 

conditions that may be related to exposure during military service. 

If you feel you have a chronic condition attributed to an in-service exposure, we highly encourage you 

to file a claim. For more in-

formation about VA benefits 

and eligibility, or how to file a 

claim, Veterans and survivors 

can visit VA’s website 

at www.va.gov or call toll-

free at 1-800-827-1000. 
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From Veterans Council Chairman Bill Dudley 

Subject: VA Transportation Assistance     

I received the email below from Dr. McKenzie.  If any 

of our veterans require transportation assistance to 

any VA medical centers, have them call our CBOC at 

904- 829-0814 and ask for the primary social worker 

for help with transportation.    

We recently found that we are able to assist with pa-

tients who have significant issues with transportation 

to VA medical centers. Our primary care social worker 

can assist with this problem. Patient can call here and 

ask that she be notified of problem. She will be able to 

contact them and attempt to provide assistance.  

  

From Michael Isam 

The DAV van is now operating 5 days /week! 

It will now transport a full capacity of riders. 

Schedule your seat on the DAV Chapter 6 van. 

It departs from the large parking lot of the 

clinic at 0600!!!  

Contact the VA Clinic at 904-823-2954  
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Vietnam Veterans of America 

If you are a Vietnam Era Veteran and live in one of 

these counties, please contact the President for in-

formation as to how to join 

                           Chapter/President/email/Location 

1046   Albert White                                                             Duval 

1048   Bob Adkins      adk123robert@outlook.com  

1059   David Treffinger               dtreffinger433@msn.com; Clay 

1084   Ron Howard              ronehoward@gmail.com     

1088   Roy (Corky) Rudd            corkstopper50@yahoo.com; Nassau 

1092   Forest Hope                        foresthope@usa.net; Gainesville 

1134   Marvin Lagle                     mdlagle@gmail.com; Baker  
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Veterans Councils of Northeast Florida  

      BAKER COUNTY  

      President: Larry Porterfield  

      Meetings: 

      Second Thursday of each month  

      Location:  

      MacClenny Primitive Baptist Church  

      Fellowship Hall on North Boulevard  

                 Time : 1800 (6pm)  

 

CLAY COUNTY     DUVAL COUNTY     

President: Harry Silvers     President  

Meetings:      Meetings: 

First Wednesday of each month    Third Tuesday of each month 

Location:      Location: 

American Legion Post 250    American Legion Post 37 

3939 County Rd 218     Main Building 

Middleburg, FL 32068      San Juan Avenue   

Time: 1400 (2pm)     Tome: 1900 (7 pm) 

 

NASSAU COUNTY     St. Johns County 

President: Mike Doran     President: Bill Dudley 

Meetings:      Meetings: 

First Thursday of each month    Last Thursday of each month 

Location:      Location:  

American Legion Post 54    Health & Human Services building 

626 South 3rd St     Muscovy room, 1st floor 

Fernandina Beach fit 32034    200 San Sebastian View, St. Augustine 

Time: 1900 (7pm)     Time: 1900 (7pm) 
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The Veterans Council of St. Johns County is proud to           

announce that it has modernized its website and created        

a Facebook page. 

We are inviting all veterans to visit our website at:                          

NEW  http://www.veteranscouncilsjc.org  

The Veterans Council will post items of interest to 

all veterans, post pictures, articles, flyers, events, 

etc.  We will post our meetings dates and keep 

you informed about events at the Jacksonville 

and St. Augustine National Cemeteries. 

          Please join our group on Facebook at:       

                http://veteranscouncilsjc.org  

 

           Please select Join the Group to become a member 

. 

Once you have joined the Veterans Council Facebook group you 

will be able to post your meetings, pictures, articles, fund raisers, 

etc. It will be your common site to go to and see what’s happening. 

The website and Facebook page were updated and created so 

that there would be a central place to list all veterans activities in 

NE FL. 

You may have noticed the Veterans Council’s new logo, it was 

created by Roy Havekost. 

He can be contacted at webmaster@veteranscouncilsjc.org 

 

 

mailto:http://www.veteranscouncilofstjohns.org
http://veteranscouncilsjc.org
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 The Veterans Council of St. Johns County welcomes 

article submissions from all County Veterans & 

organizations. Articles should be of interest to all and 

veterans related. Submissions may be edited &/or 

shortened and used if space permits. 

Send to:  rothfeldm@gmail.com  

  
 
 

The Veterans Council of St. Johns County, Inc. is a        
Not For Profit Florida Corporation. 

 

Our formation date was July 4, 2001 in a proclamation 
issued by the St. Johns County Commissioners. It is 
composed of representatives of the various veterans' 
organizations within St. Johns County. 
 

The Veteran's Council will work with city and county 
governments and other local organizations to achieve 
the mutual goal to provide a central agency to assist in 
the coordination and presentation of matters concerning 
veterans and veterans activities in St. Johns County. 
 

The Veteran's Council will endeavor to precipitate, stim-
ulate and assist various organizations as they perform 
patriotic events. One of the major purposes is the pro-
motion and education of national patriotic matters. 
 

The St. Johns County Veterans Council meets the 

last Thursday of the month at 7 pm. 

 The Veterans Council will meet at the Coun-

ty Health & Human Services Building,       

200 San Sebastian View 

Auditorium, 1st floor 

Veterans Council of  St. Johns County,     

“Helping  All Veterans” 

Veterans Service Office 
 200 San Sebastian View, Suite 1400         

St. Augustine, FL 32084 

(physical location) 
The VSO Office is located in the St. Johns County Health and  

Human Services Building.  
 

The office is open from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. daily, 
Monday through Friday excluding holidays. 

  

Service is by appointment. 
Phone: 904-209-6160   Fax: 904-209-6161 

Joseph McDermott, VSO 

Travis Neidig, Assistant VSO 

Angela McKenzie, Assistant VSO 

Lori Chapman, Assistant VSO 

Anna Marie Scott, Office Specialist 

The views expressed in The Patriot Reader Newsletter articles, submissions and spotlights 

are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the views of the Veterans Council of 

St. Johns County or the editors of The Patriot Reader. It is the purpose of this periodical to 

share a variety of information that pertain to local veterans and their organizations.  


