
  

 

standing job of getting much 

needed help for our veterans. 

We now have a cadre of well-

trained mentors, a strong court 

administrative staff, and a judge 

whose military background and 

training is perfectly suited for 

this program. There are ap-

proximately 15 veterans now 

enrolled in the program, many 

who have advanced to the 3rd 

phase. We also have a commu-

nity of businesses and individu-

als who are reaching out to our 

veterans in the program to pro-

vide aid and assistance where 

necessary. We are very proud 

of those who have chosen to 

enter this program and meet 

the demands and hard work 

required to complete all the 

steps for successful completion.  

William Dudley, Chairman 

Veterans Council of St. Johns 

County 

 Fellow Veterans, 

Like so many places around 

the country, our community 

monuments are under siege 

by those who would like to 

see them removed and rele-

gated to a dusty museum or 

the back of a warehouse out 

of sight. There is little doubt 

about the purpose of the ac-

tion being taken by those who 

are stirring up this controver-

sy. The Veterans Council is 

not taking a political position 

on this issue. Our dog in this 

fight is the protection of the 

symbol that these monuments 

represent…the veteran. That 

is the symbol of these proud 

displays and what they repre-

sent. A veteran doing his duty 

as he was ordered. The Veter-

ans Council and MOAA An-

cient City Chapter have ex-

pressed in strong terms to the 

Mayor, County Commission-

ers and St. Augustine Record 

our opposition to any consid-

eration for removal of these 

monuments. The Veterans 

Council is taking no partisan 

or political position in this 

community affair. Our con-

cern is for the honorable  

 

recognition of our veterans.  We 

will continue to follow the activ-

ity concerning the removal of 

these monuments and respond 

accordingly.  

On 16 September, the Veterans 

Council will sponsor a preview 

of the Ken Burns documentary, 

The Vietnam War, The film will 

be shown at the Corazon Thea-

ter. A panel of 5 veterans will be 

on hand after the preview to 

discuss the film, discuss their 

tour(s) in country and answer 

questions. A flyer giving more 

details of the event appears in 

this month’s newsletter.  

The planning for this year’s Vet-

erans Day Parade is reaching a 

fevered pitch. Bands and march-

ing units are being added week-

ly.  If any Veterans organization 

is interested in marching or hav-

ing the organization recognized 

by carrying their flag or a ban-

ner, please contact Sgt. Major 

Ray Quinn, USA ret at 904-540-

1630 and register your organiza-

tion for the parade.  

Our Veterans Treatment Court 

continues its support for our 

veterans and is doing an out 
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Clyde E. Lassen State Veterans Nursing Home 

 

Well, we tried to watch the eclipse….ended up watching 

on television due to all the clouds.  

Pillows For Comfort vis-

ited all the residents and 

staff, bringing military 

pillows for all…… 

The Navy Band Southeast’s Jazz Band performed for the resident’s this afternoon. 

They were such a treat for us!  
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 The Jacksonville National Cemetery 
Greetings from the Support             

Committee at  the Jacksonville                     
National Cemetery!   

 The Support Committee invites everyone 
to attend its next scheduled meeting, on Monday, September 18, 2017. The 
meeting will be at 7:00pm. The meeting will take place at Community Hospice, 
4266 Sunbeam Rd., Jacksonville, FL 32257 in Conference Room A. 

+++++++++++2015/2016 Officers of the SCJNC++++++++++++  

Chairman: Steve Spickelmier 

Vice Chairman: Bill Dudley, Treasurer: John Mountcastle 

 Assistant Treasurer: Michael Rothfeld, Secretary: Kathy Church  

Chaplain: Michael Halyard, Master-At-Arms: Joe McDermott  

 Historian: Kathy Cayton 

County OKs public/private partnership for VA clinic 
 
  "This is the biggest light at the end of the tunnel" said one commissioner 
Tuesday as the County Commission endorsed pursuing a public/private part-
nership for a permanent Veterans Administration outpatient clinic. 
   While the concept will go out for bid, it was a developer who has completed 
eleven similar VA projects whose unsolicited offer brought the idea forward. 
   The county would only provide land, adjacent to its new Health and Human 
Services complex on Sebastian Way, but commissioners were assured they 
would be able to oversee the progress. 
   "This is the best approach for the county, the veterans and the taxpayers," 
says Bill Dudley, Chair of the County Veterans Council. "Basically, the county 
will furnish the land and a third party will negotiate the contract with VA for 
the building, be responsible for the construction, and manage the property 
once it is occupied." 
   The outpatient clinic was for years located in the county health complex on 
US 1 before the site's sale to Lowe's.  A temporary clinic has since been in ser-
vice about a block away on Old Moultrie Road. 

From the Gardner Report 
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Fellow  Veterans Council of St. Johns County  

Members and all veterans 

The Veterans Council of St. Johns County Florida (VCSJC) and The 

Military Officers Association of America, Ancient City Chapter (MOAA) are again 

sponsoring this year’s landmark 3rd annual Veterans Day Parade on November 11, 

2017 in beautiful St. Augustine, Florida. VCSJC and MOAA will be honoring all United States Military 

Veterans who served to protect and defend our great country.    

Our parade is a tribute to those who have secured the freedom we enjoy today, and a testament to the 

enduring need for such selfless service. Veterans Day is dedicated to our patriotic service members who 

have served before, those serving now, and those who will serve in the future.  

This year’s spectacular, nationally one of a kind strictly military parade will have over 1,500 participants; 

marching units from all the military services, military bands, re-enactor units representing every war pe-

riod from the Revolutionary War, ROTC and JRTOC units, local high school marching bands, military 

equipment review (ground and water borne), helicopters, a flyover, and of course our now famous V-

LINE depicting historic and current veterans in period uniforms and equipment/weapons.   

As you are aware, our organizations, both being a charitable 501(c)(3), are very limited in resources. We 

are seeking your generous donations again this year to help cover the costs associated with such a large-

scale venture. Please consider a donation in any amount to help defray our cost as we salute and honor 

our country’s veterans. 

Please remit this year’s donation to:   Veterans Council of St. Johns County 

                                                 P.O. Box 2117 

                                                            St. Augustine, Florida 32085-2117 

Indicate in the memo: 2017 VDP.  

Looking forward to you joining our team this year in celebrating and honoring our veterans and the sacri-

fices they make and have made keeping us free.  

Warmest personal regards, 

Bill Dudley      George Linardos 

LTC (USAF-Ret)      CPT (USA-Fmr) 

Chairman      Past President/Director: 

Veterans Council of St. Johns County  Military Officers Association of America,                                                

       Ancient City Chapter    

Ancient City Chapter 
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Special Announcement: Chairman Bill Dudley is happy to an-

nounce that the Veterans Council of St Johns County will be 

partnering with PBS/WJCT TV of Jacksonville and the Vi-

etnam Veterans of America Leo C Chase chapter 1084 of St Au-

gustine in previewing the new Ken Burns Vietnam documen-

tary. 

The preview will be 63 minutes long and contain three to four 

minute segments from eight of the ten episodes. 

The preview will be in September and held at the Corazon 

Cinema and Café in St Augustine. This is an invitation only 

event because of limited seating. 

The Council and VVA will involve Vietnam veterans in the 

presentation. 

Chairman Dudley has appointed VVA 1084 President John 

Leslie and Council Secretary Michael Rothfeld to head up this 

event. 

The preview will be on Saturday evening September 16. 
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Florida Times Union, By Joe Daraskevich  

William ‘Ace’ Ingram Jr., 1924-2017: Sinking of USS Houston left sailor as POW during WWII 

William “Ace” Ingram Jr. spent three years building the Burma Railway as a pris-

oner of war after he was captured by the Japanese when the USS Houston sank in 

the Pacific Ocean during World War II. 

Mr. Ingram retired from the Navy in 1961 and then moved to Jacksonville, where 

he died Saturday August 12 after an illness. He was 93. 

In his later years, Mr. Ingram made frequent speaking presentations for the veter-

an and active-duty military communities in Northeast Florida to tell his tale of 

survival. Before that, he enjoyed a civilian career in Jacksonville as a brake man at 

Powell Chrysler-Plymouth and then Firestone Complete Auto Care, said his 

daughter, Chantal Warner. 

But she said Mr. Ingram always had pride for having served in the Navy and was able to survive his ship’s 

sinking by bobbing in the water for several days. 

“He was always wearing his World War II hat, and people would always thank him for his service,” Warner 

said Thursday. 

She said her father loved reminiscing about his military career. 

“He would just draw these people in by talking,” said Warner, who still lives in Jacksonville. 

A group of sailors at Mayport Naval Station listened as the retired chief boatswain’s mate told his story at 

the base in 2013, according to the Navy. 

Mr. Ingram was 17 when he joined the Navy in 1941 to follow in the footsteps of his older brother. He 

requested an assignment on the Houston to be with his brother after boot camp but soon learned his 

brother had been transferred to the Philippines. 

Three Japanese torpedoes struck the Houston on March 1, 1942, during the Battle of Sundra Strait, and 

the ship sank with 1,061 sailors and Marines on board. 

Mr. Ingram was one of 368 sailors who abandoned ship, and he jumped in the water with a life ring as his 

only flotation device. 

“The undertow from the ship sinking will bring you down, so I got in the water and swam as fast as I 

could,” he told the Mayport sailors in 2013. 

A Japanese patrol boat picked him up after almost a day in the water, but they tossed him overboard again  
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after a brief interrogation. A fishing vessel came along after another day floating in the Pacific, and Mr. 

Ingram was taken to a building on the island of Java for food and medical attention. 

Japanese soldiers came in the middle of the night and took Mr. Ingram and his shipmates as prisoners. 

They were shipped to Burma where they were forced to build the railroad known as the “Death Railway” 

for three years until the end of the war. 

The stretch of rail was built over the River Kwai linking Yangon, the then-capital of Burma, with Bang-

kok. Thousands of allied soldiers died during the construction. It became the basis for an epic war film in 

1957, “The Bridge on the River Kwai,” starring William Holden, Jack Hawkins and Alec Guinness. 

Mr. Ingram told the sailors at Mayport that he doesn’t remember much about leaving Burma because he 

was inflicted with dysentery and malaria. 

“I was really out of it. I remember being in the camp, then the next thing I really remember is being in 

New York City with some of the other guys from the prison camp,” Mr. Ingram told the sailors in 2013. 

His daughter said he retired from the Navy in 1961 when she was a year old, and the family moved to 

Jacksonville. 

Mr. Ingram was active in the Northeast Florida veteran’s community up until his death Saturday. The 

motorcycle club Rolling Thunder Florida Chapter Four made Mr. Ingram an honorary member two 

years ago due to his connection to the prisoner-of-war and missing-in-action 

communities. 

“We just became friends, and then eventually I threw it out to the chapter 

about Bill being one of our members,” said Robert “Mitch” Mitchell, president 

of the chapter. 

He said he assisted Mr. Ingram at various public appearances as his health got 

worse over time. Mitchell said one of the things Mr. Ingram was most proud 

of was his involvement in the documentary “Prisoners of War: Stolen Free-

dom” that aired on public television. 

Warner said her father was preceded in death by his wife, Yvette Ingram, and his son, William Ingram III. 

Another son, Scott Ingram, lives in California and Mr. Ingram also leaves behind five grandchildren and 

six great-grandchildren. 

A date has not been set for a funeral, but Warner said her father will be buried at the Jacksonville Na-

tional Cemetery. She said donations can be made in Mr. Ingram’s name to the American Cancer Society. 
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From the St Augustine Record– Editorial August 3, 2017 

Vet’s Hall of Fame a common denominator for three good men 

it should be no surprise by now that The Record rarely finds much in Tallahassee to brag about. Please be 

seated. it came across the wire as a brief, really. The short story noted that Florida state university Presi-

dent and St. Johns county’s former senator, John Thrasher, is among candidates for a spot in the Florida 

veteran’s hall of Fame. 

Thrasher grew up in Duval county and graduated from FSU. After college he joined the Army, first in 

Germany where he was awarded the U.S. commendation Medal; and later in Vietnam where he achieved 

the rank of captain and was awarded two bonze stars before he was discharged in 1970. he returned to 

law school, again at FSU. his first foray into politics was a run at the clay county school board in 1982. he 

later ran for the Florida house and won his first seat in 1992. he was reelected in 1994, 1996, and 1998 

— when he was elected speaker of the house. he sought a senate seat in 2009 and won it in a special elec-

tion. he was subsequently reelected and served until 2014. he was named FSU’s president in 2015. 

Thrasher was a major contributor to causes and projects in Northeast Florida and St. Johns county. if the 

Florida cabinet votes him into the hall of Fame, he’ll be in good company. in 

2016, inductees included former Gov. Reubin Askew, the late Gov. Leroy Col-

lins, U.S. Sen. Spessard 

And, in studying up on the hall of Fame, we found another local tie. SGT. Maj. 

(ret) ray Quinn was recently recognized by Gov. rick scott with the Governor’s 

Medal of Merit for his 30 years with the U.S. Army and Florida National 

Guard. but, here’s a short brain-teaser for residents. remember a local political office he held? 

Quinn was appointed in 2010 to temporarily fill the county commission seat of then-commissioner Mark 

Miner, who was called back to active duty. commissioner Quinn finished that term. 

Another coincidence in this string of men: Quinn now serves as the vice chair of the St. Johns county vet-

eran’s council, vice President for veteran Affairs, First Militia Chapter Association of the U.S. Army and 

he’s the current chairman of the Florida veteran’s hall of Fame committee. 

And the final tie is this. Another member of last year’s veteran’s hall of Fame was former Florida repre-

sentative and current Flagler college chancellor bill Proctor — another FSU grad. 

We admit this with proverbial egged-face, because we’re a year late in saying so. but Dr. Proctor is not 

prone to self-promotion. congratulations to all three men. And thanks for your service — in so many 

varied ways. 
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From Bob Adelhelm-   Just released important in-

formation about the next V4V Quarterly meeting. 

You are all invited and hope to see you ALL there. 

Please share this info with your friends and organi-

zations. Fellowship, important information and a 

catered complimentary lunch. 

 

 

From Michael Isam 

Thank you to everyone who attended the Celebration of Life 

for my Lovely Bride Dianna. 

Thanks also to all who emailed and sent cards.  
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Fred Dupont 

The Veterans Council is proud to announce that member Fred Dupont has finished his book, STORIES OF 

WAR:  Vietnam to the Gulf War, and wants to make it available to all at no charge. 

Fred suggests that if you read his book you would make a tax deductible donation to the Veterans Council 

of St Johns County (a 501 C3), PO Box 2117, St Augustine FL, 32085-2117 

Fredrick R. DuPont 

Born: September 6, 1947 in Flagler Hospital, St. Augustine, FL 

Graduated: St. Augustine High School 1965 

Enlisted: USMC 1966, Served in Vietnam: August 1, 1967 to March 1969 

Enlisted: USN June 25, 1976, Served in USN: June 1976 to March 1995 

“Never regretted a day of service.” 

From Fred’s book: 

DEDICATION: To all of those who have given their lives so that we may live in freedom. 

PREFACE: Although I served with many brave men, I am no hero.  While many around me were wounded 

or disabled, I was not. 9th Engineers Reunion Association meets once a year somewhere in the U.S. and 

serves to keep us in touch.  This year I was privileged to have the reunion in my home town of St. Augus-

tine. It was not until the 2008 reunion that I began to write this after finding most of the official records 

from Vietnam were destroyed when the battalion pulled out in 1970.  Many phone calls, emails and inter-

views were necessary to ensure accuracy.  Research about the Navy stories was far easier because every 

time we deployed a Cruise Book was printed replete with names and photos of all hands. What follows are 

stories of my experiences during my 23 years of military service. I guess that I was always writing in my 

head.  As I said goodbye to my fellow Marines in Vietnam in 1969, I told them I was going to write a book 

about our experiences and publish it under my nickname there.  Well here it is, plus a little more. Marvin 

Mobile. 

Here is an online link to, STORIES OF WAR:  Vietnam to the Gulf  War 

http://www.veteranscouncilsjc.org/fdupont.htm  

mailto:http://www.veteranscouncilsjc.org/fdupont.htm
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Veterans Council announces Wreath Campaign 

Chairman Bill Dudley of the Veterans Council of St. Johns County has announced 

the annual drive has begun for Wreaths Across America. 

The council is dedicated to ensuring that every headstone in the St. Augustine Na-

tional Cemetery is adorned with a live holiday wreath this year. The council has 

successfully sponsored the drive for several years. 

Our local businesses are also encouraged to participate. 

Individual wreaths are $15.00, but for each two wreaths purchased, the council 

receives a third wreath without charge. Checks should be made payable to 

WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA and mailed to: Veterans Council of St. Johns 

County, P. O. Box 2117, St. Augustine, FL 32085-2117. Quinn can be contacted 

by telephone at 904.797.5622 if you have additional questions. 

Looking ahead, the community is invited on December 16, 2017 at 12:00 

noon  for a ceremony followed by placement of the wreaths. Youth organizations 

are encouraged to participate in honoring our veterans. 
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        THE RIDE HOME 2017 

THE VIETNAM TRAVELING MEMORIAL WALL® 

September 13, 2017 wall arrives in Houston County 

September 14, 2017 - Thursday 

 7:00am line up for escorted ride to CGTC/ Depart at 7:30am (line up location to be determined) 

8:00am arrive at Central Georgia Technical College – park, meeting, lay wall track, bolt together, add bracing, place panels 

1:00pm Wall set-up completed and open to public 

Disassemble Wall  

Wall closes to public at 4:00pm, September 16, 2017 and disassembly begins 

25-30 people to disassemble wall (approximately 3-4 hours to disassemble) 

 

                                        September 14, 2017 – Thursday 

MEET AND GREET/CONCERT 

 

  12:00pm – 2:00pm Honored guests arrive to Houston County and check in to hotels 

      2:30pm – Guests begin to arrive at Robins Museum of Aviation 

3:00 – 4:000pm Ceremony begins with guest speaker David Eberly, POW Gulf War 

4:30pm – 7:00pm Meet and Greet and Concert featuring Ricky Lee for Honored Guests and       Active Duty and 

Families of RAFB    

                    

 

                  September 15, 2017 – Friday AM 

OPENING SERVICES – ANDERSONVILLE HISTORICAL SITE 

7:00am line up for escorted ride from Georgia National Fairgrounds  
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to Andersonville National Historic Site 

7:30am depart Georgia National Fairgrounds  

9:00am Opening Service begins (duration approximately 1 hour) 

12:00pm –  depart Andersonville to return to Houston County 

 

September 15, 2017 – Friday PM 

Hero’s Banquet, Keeping the Promise Service and Candlelight Service 

3:15pm line up for escorted ride from Harbor Freight to Central Georgia Technical College 

4:00pm depart Harbor Freight parking lot 

4:20- 4:30 arrive at Central Georgia Technical College 

5:00 Hero’s banquet begins followed by Keeping the Promise Service 

Premiere of ‘A Solemn Promise’  

 and Candlelight Service 

 

September 16, 2017 – Saturday 

Recognition Ceremony & FLYBOY – Ground Pounder Lunch 

Timeline for Recognition Ceremony and FLYBOY –Ground Pounder lunch: 

9:00am Line up for escorted ride from Harbor Freight to Central Georgia Technical College 

9:45am Depart from Harbor Freight parking lot 

10:15am Arrive at Central Georgia Technical College 

11:00am Recognition Ceremony begins, followed by lunch 
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The Ride Home 
Honoring all former Prisoners Of War 

Remembering those still Missing In Action 

   The Ride Home began in 2002 as a 
retreat and rededication. Our founding members, from Florida and Georgia Rolling Thunder Chapters, 

chose the Andersonville National Historic Site at Andersonville, Georgia, home of the National Prison-
er of War Museum. 

     We took up the challenge of a Presidential Proclamation, “I call  
upon the people of the United  

States to join me in honoring and remembering all former American prisoners of war and those 
missing in action who valiantly served our great country. I also call upon Federal, State, and lo-
cal government officials and private organizations to observe this day with appropriate ceremo-

nies and activities.” 

     Each year, our goals are to invite, as our guests, former POWs and MIA families, offering a recogni-
tion commensurate with their extraordinary courage and valor, to increase the number of participants 

paying tribute, and to increase public awareness and commitment that we will never forget. 

Website:  theridehome.com   Contact:   info@theridehome.com  

 Still Waiting to Come Home 

72th Anniversary WW II 

64th Anniversary Korea 

49th Anniversary Pueblo 

44th Anniversary Vietnam 

14th Anniversary Iraq 

WELCOME HOME! 

NEVER FORGET! 

       WWI 3,349                  Cold War 126             WWII 73,074              Korea 
7,757  Vietnam 1611 
   Iraq & Afghanistan 6 

 

Every Soldier Deserves To 

Come Home! 

mailto:info@theridehome.com
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The RIDE HOME website; http://www.theridehome.com/home.html  

After many promises to get the RIDE HOME website repaired – a miracle has oc-
curred – her name - Patty! 

Patty and husband, George, had moved to Sunshine State in the early 2000’s and 
were deeply engaged in the POW/MIA issue for several years. They made a deci-
sion to return to the icy tundra known as Massachusetts. Thank Goodness it did 
not take long for them to realize that Al Gore’s ‘climate change’ story had NOT ef-
fected Boston and surrounding communities to the extent as publicized. It still 
snowed there and temperatures still had a bad habit of falling below 70 degrees 
(southern talk for ‘below freezing’). 

Upon hearing of their return to Paradise, aka Florida, I did the manly thing, I got 
on my knees, cried like a baby at feeding time and begged like a Congressional 
Representative at election time. We are blessed to have such a skilled and compe-
tent master in control of our website once again. Thank YOU, Patty! 

Check out the link above – enlarged for those of you who refuse to put on your 
glasses – let us know what you think and by all means feel free to share the link 
with your neighbors, friends, Veterans, Advocates and fellow Patriots.   

You can drop a note to info@theridehome.com and tell Patty what you think of 
her work – (don’t try to solicit her away because ‘big brother’ will be watching

☺)   

Hope you like the site! 

Hope to see you all at The RIDE HOME 2017, 14, 15, 16, September in Warner 
Robins/Perry, Georgia. 

 
Until they all come home……….moe 

 

http://www.theridehome.com/home.html
mailto:info@theridehome.com
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Convocation of Seminole War Historians in St. Augustine was or-

ganized by the Seminole Wars Foundation, this event was a gather-

ing of organizations and individuals throughout Florida interested 

in the Seminole War era. On Friday August 11th at 5 p.m., there 

was a social at the St. Augustine Officers Club at the St. Francis 

Barracks, 82 Marine St. On Saturday and Sunday there were work-

shops and lectures presented each day by some of the foremost ex-

perts on the Seminole Wars in Florida at the St. Augustine Officers 

Club, Trinity Hall at the Trinity Episcopal Parish, 215 St. George 

St., Ringhaver Student Union Theater at Flagler College, 50 Seville 

St., and Mark Lance National Guard 

Armory, 190 San Marco Ave. Also on 

Saturday at 10:30 a.m., there was a 

parade featuring more than 40 re-

enactors followed by a commemora-

tion ceremony of the 1842 funeral of 

Major Francis Dade at the St. Augustine National Cemetery, 104 

Marine St.   

Here is the video of some of the highlights. 

http://www.firstcoast.tv/second-seminole-war-fallen-honored/ 

 

mailto:http://www.firstcoast.tv/second-seminole-war-fallen-honored/
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Ken Burns and Co-Director Lynn Novick on the Lessons in Their Latest Documentary, The Vietnam War  

For onscreen realism, nothing gets you closer than a documentary. Filmmaker Ken 

Burns and his production partner and co-director Lynn Novick unveil their latest docu-

mentary, The Vietnam War, a new 10-part, 18-hour series, September 17 on PBS. It 

joins their other collaborations, which include Baseball, The War and The Civil War. 

Parade asked Burns and Novick, why Vietnam, why now? Here’s what they said: All 

wars are fought twice, writer Viet Thanh Nguyen has said—first on the field of battle 

and then in our memory. The Vietnam War, the most important event in our history 

since World War II, is no exception. 

It has been more than four decades since the conflict ended in failure, witnessed by the entire world, and Americans are 

still arguing about what really happened, why everything went so badly wrong and who is to blame. The war was a decade 

of agony that tore our country apart, as Phil Gioia, an officer in the 82nd Airborne, told us. It “drove a stake right into the 

heart of America, polarized the country as it had probably never been polarized since before the Civil War,” Gioia said. 

“And we’ve never recovered.” 

What We’ve Forgotten 

The seeds of many of the troubles that beset us today—alienation, resentment and cynicism; mistrust of our government 

and each other; breakdown of civil discourse and civic institutions—were sewn during the Vietnam War. Until we find a 

way to come to terms with this unsettled and enormously consequential event, its ghosts will continue to haunt us. At this 

fractious moment we are obligated more than ever to study the complicated history of the war, to rediscover what we 

have forgotten, reexamine what we remember and misremember and to learn what we never knew. 

For teachers and students heading back to school this fall, an open-minded exploration of the history of the Vietnam War 

could not be more relevant, more timely. As filmmakers and amateur historians, we have spent 10 years trying to unpack 

and understand the war, to absorb its myriad lessons. We have tried to see the conflict with fresh eyes, and from many 

different perspectives. Dozens of generous men and women who lived through it—Americans and Vietnamese—bravely 

shared their personal stories with us, stories of humanity and inhumanity; of courage, comradeship, and perseverance; of 

terror, hatred, and grief; of doubt, conscience, sacrifice and love. 

It’s Never Over 

Throughout we have been inspired by the profound work of art and memory created by Maya Lin, the Vietnam Veterans 

Memorial. She designed the Wall, Lin said, “to make you experience death, and where you’d have to be an observer, 

where you could never really fully be with the dead. [It isn’t] something that’s going to say, ‘It’s all right, it’s all over.’ 

Because it’s not.” 

Nothing can make the tragedy of the Vietnam War all right. But if we are to heal this festering wound, we should begin by 

remembering, and honoring, the more than 58,000 soldiers, sailors, airmen, Marines, nurses and other servicemen and 

women who were killed in it and the hundreds of thousands more who were wounded. And to Vietnam veterans who 

came home to a country deeply divided over the rectitude and necessity of the war, we can say what our country failed to 

say adequately at the time: “Thank you, and welcome home.” 

Don’t Blame the Soldiers 
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 WJCT TV, channel 7, has just notified the Veterans Council that its Vi-
etnam documentary, "Vietnam: Service, Sacrifice and Courage" will be 
broadcast on Sunday September 24th at 11:00 pm. 

"NE Florida Vietnam veterans contributed their tender, often hurt feelings to 
shape this project. The Vietnam veterans were not like the WWII or Korean 
War veterans we had worked with on our previous documentaries. The Vi-
etnam veterans were more actively involved in watching, suggesting and di-
recting us to tell their true stories. What emerged shows the veterans to be just 
like you and me. They fought in an unpopular war and yet returned home to 
lead normal and successful lives. They could be and are your neighbors, 
friends and relatives. This documentary was produced by Michael Rothfeld & 
Bill Dudley for the Veterans Council of St Johns County and directed by Josh 
Wallace and filmed and edited by the students in the Flagler College Commu-
nications Department." 

Pictured below are 4 of the men in the documentary, Coy McDonald, Harry 
Manford, Paul Heagy, Tom Crawford, and Tom R Waskovich (left to right) 
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 Veterans Day Parade in St. Augustine 

“Come to the Veteran's Day Grand 

Parade in downtown St. Augus-

tine.   The parade, which will 

begin when the church bells ring 

and there is a cannon salute from 

the fort, is to honor the military 

history of St. Augustine and all 

those who served and continue to 

serve our country.  It will include historic military vehicles, military 

units, military marching bands, local high school bands, vintage and 

military aircraft flyovers, military aircraft on static display beside the 

fort and some of the Castillo’s living history volunteers. 

Starting on Orange Street at 10:45am, the parade will continue east on 

Orange Street, south on S. Castillo Dr./Avenida Menendez, west on 

Cathedral Pl., north on Cordova Street, returning to Orange Street 

near Francis Field.  The parade is being presented by the Veterans 

Council of St. Johns County and the Ancient City Chapter of the Mili-

tary Officers Association in America.  Our Veterans Day Parade this 

year will be focused on our local heroes who have served our nation. 

After the parade, the vehicles and volunteers will make their way to 

the Castillo, where the vehicles will be on display in the visitor park-

ing lot from approximately 1 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.   There will be free ad-

mission to the Castillo where you'll find volunteers of various time 

periods, displaying a timeline of the Castillo’s military history, and 

living history encampments represented by park volunteers.” 
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Military job fair this fall 

Where: Jacksonville Morocco Shrine Center, 3800 St. Johns Bluff Road 

When: Sept. 27 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Who is eligible: Active-duty or veterans with military ID 

Who is hiring: 80 to 100 employers from area companies 
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******PROGRESS TO DATE****** 

NATIONWIDE PROGRESS AS OF 8/20/2017 

Total Funeral Homes Visited - 2,117 

Cremains Found - 15,160, Veterans Cremains Identified - 3,467, Veterans Interred - 3,177 

FLORIDA’S PROGRESS AS OF 8/01/2017 

Total Funeral Homes Visited – 134, Cremains Found – 999, Veterans Interred – 152 

Spouses Interred – 72, Dependents Interred – 1, Missions pending - 43 

Call to Honors = 13 
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The three soldiers Vietnam Veterans Memorial 

Everyone has at least seen pictures of “The Wall” in the Vietnam Veterans memorial but not everyone has 

seen the addition of the three soldiers that was added to it in 1984 and designed by by Frederick Hart. 

Without this statue the wall itself would have probably not even been built due to the criticism about it 

looking like a giant tombstone. 

Of the three men, the lead figure (in the middle) represents a Marine, the man on the right wears com-

bat equipment consistent with a U.S. Army Soldier and so does the man on the left. However, the man 

on the left’s gear and uniform seem to be less specific in the representation. With the aim to portray 

different ethnic groups that took part in the Vietnam war, it can be seen that the man on the left is Latin 

American, the one in the middle European American and the one on the right African American. Inter-

estingly, the figures were actually modeled after real life people – The Caucasian figure was modeled 

after James E. Connell, III, then a Corporal in the Marines; the African-American figure was modeled 

after three men, Marine Corporal Terrance Green, Rodney Sherrill and Scotty Dillingham; the Hispan-

ic figure was modeled after Guillermo Smith De Perez DeLeon. The fact that they were modeled after 

real people gives the memorial even more significance. 

The truth about the Vietnam Veterans memorial is that it was under way too much criticism, more than 

you can probably even imagine. The negative attitude towards the design of the wall was so strong that 

even several Congressmen complained, and Secretary of the Interior James G. Watt refused to issue a 

building permit. A more traditional approach for the memorial was needed and that is when the Three 

Soldiers came into the picture.  

Interestingly, even though the design of the Three Soldiers helped the Wall become real, the designer of 

the Wall was so unhappy with the addition to her monument that she refused to attend the dedication of 

the sculpture. She has said that she hadn’t received even one negative letter from a veteran complaining 

about the simplicity of her wall design. 
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St. Augustine documents from                   

Civil War go online 
   On 10 March 1862, the USS Wabash hove to off the mouth of St. Au-
gustine Inlet. Heavy weather that day restricted the use of ship's boats to 
cross the bar in the Inlet. The next day, 11 March, Commander C.R.P. 
Rogers entered the inlet in a ship's boat with an unarmed landing party 
and accepted the surrender of Ft. Marion (the present-day Castillo de San 
Marcos National Monument) and the adjacent Town of St. Augustine, 
Florida. 
   The St. Augustine Historical Society Research Library has created a 
digital archive of its rare collection of original and photocopied letters 
and documents related to the Union occupation of St. Augustine during 
the Civil War, important because there was no newspaper in St. Augustine 
during this period. 
   Chad Germany, a history major at the University of North Florida and a 
member of the Digital Humanities Initiative interning with the library, has 
developed www.sacivilwararchive.com, with correspondence, reports, 
journals, and poems authored by Union soldiers, Confederate soldiers, 
and civilians on both sides who experienced and wrote about the Civil 
War in St. Augustine. Views of Civil War St. Augustine are images of the 
period. 
   Says Germany, "Of particular note are three items highlighting the 
March 1862 Union occupation of St. Augustine, from three distinct van-
tage points: 'Letters from H.B. Jenckes (March 10-13),' 'A Confederate 
Soldier's Diary of the 3rd Florida Regiment,' and 'Capture of Fort Mari-
on.' 
   "If you have any material you would like to add to the collection please 
let us know and we will scan it and return the original and a copy of the 
scan to you," says Chief Librarian Bob Nawrocki bob-
nawrocki@sahs1883.com. 

    
from the Gardner Report 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gGrbabu24LImz4kjgnPfskouvUA7Y9Qq8avkDH1WoC8-f6s4JlLuzv0QkmwiR_8-xPZv9z89CwDZKVcr_G-lHgC4QvOCNPEtjI6Do1ac1o21lRV0nOznJUP_LhHKJF7N0Ds0gFSY4efAsk1IwIwmWuNChCHpwfQWiwPyaHLZcu8Z7nUvwAOeaw==&c=PT-EukTikymBW9LhmQLvFBZOeTLXpxUMcYeEmYNCx
mailto:bobnawrocki@sahs1883.com
mailto:bobnawrocki@sahs1883.com
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Tri-Base Navy Ball 

Can you put this link on your webpage and in your newsletters?  This year will be 

a blow out year and I anticipate tickets to go quickly.....we have requests for 100 

already and the capacity is 1100....so I think ticket sales will 

cut off in early Oct.....tickets are available now.... 

Thanks. John Vargo 

www.tribasenavyball.com 

 

Where:   

Renaissance Hotel and Resort at World Golf Village in St. Augustine, FL. 

500 South Legacy Trail  St. Augustine  FL  32092  

(904) 940-8000 

 

When: 

October 21, 2017 

Cocktail Reception 6 PM 

Official Program 7 PM 

 

Attire: 

Military: Dinner Dress Blues 

  

Civilian: Tuxedo/Ballroom Gown 

(Coat/Tie permissible) 

 

Extra Info: 

There will be a free photographer set up to take/print photos. 

Everyone will receive a Commemorative Coin and Growler. 

mailto:www.tribasenavyball.com
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Pittsburgh Pirates Team President Frank Coonelly and PA Chapter 4 Rolling Thunder® VP 

Kath Webb unveiled this “One Empty Seat”, the POW/MIA National Chair of Honor. 

Why doesn’t the Jaguars have a  

POW/MIA National Chair of Honor? 

A local veterans organization should step up 

and contact the Jaguars Administration. 

 

VVA Chapter 1084 sponsored a Mental Health 1st Aid for Military Members, Veter-

ans, and their Families course held today in St. Augustine. We had 18 participants with 

3 of them from Clay County, 1 from Baker County, and the remaining 14 from St 

Johns County. This 8-hour program was well worth the time and effort, resulting in a 

certification for Mental Health 1st Aid, good for 3 years. Our Graduation Photo is at-

tached. The training was provided by Starting Point Behavioral Healthcare of Yulee, 

FL. 
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Please join us on Thursday October 26th at the Veteran Council’s meeting to hear not-

ed historian and lecturer Scott Grant speak about the little known German U-Boat 

attack on the Gulfamerica in the waters of Jacksonville Beach. 

We meet at 7:00 pm, in the St. Johns County Health and Human 

Services building, 200 San Sebastian View, Muscovy room, first 

floor. 

Help us remember those who have died defending our American Freedom. This 

year marks the 75th anniversary of the attack of Nazi Submarine U-123 on the SS 

Gulfamerica which took place less than 4 miles off the coast of Jacksonville 

Beach. Thousands of people on the beach watched in horror. This was one of the 

worst homeland disasters in American History predating 9/11. In the first three 

months of WWII Nazi U-boat attacks 

were responsible for over 3,000 deaths. 

Scott Grant has dedicated this year to 

educate us on this little known local 

event. His goal is to educate as many 

people as were killed that year in 1942. 

We are currently at 1,622. 

From Rolling Thunder:  

According to the Defense POW / MIA Accounting Agency, the following remains have 

been identified during fiscal year 2017: 

- Accounted for from WWII = 75 

- Accounted for from Korean War = 22 

- Accounted for from Vietnam War = 13 

Total = 110 

May they all continue to rest in peace, You Are Not Forgotten. 
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Veterans Council of St. Johns County, Inc. Minutes of July 27, 2017  

Officers present: Chairman Bill Dudley; Secretary Michael Rothfeld, John Mountcastle, 
Treas. 
Vice Chairman Ray Quinn   
Chairman Dudley called the meeting to order at 1855 hours 
 
Chairman Dudley led the Pledge to the Flag,   Vice Chairman Ray Quinn gave the Invo-
cation  
 
Last month’s Minutes were approved as presented at the meeting.  
The Treasurer’s Report was approved as presented at the meeting  
 
Introduction of Guests:    
Dr Thomas McKenzie, CMO St Augustine CBOC 
Sara Slettebo, Women in Defense First Coast Chapter 
Jeff Robertson, VP Veterans Training of Finding the Uniform 
April Hayden, Program Manager, Finding the Uniform 
Nick English 
 
Speakers: 
Dr. McKenzie,  Dr. McKenzie meets quarterly with Chairman Dudley and Randy Staple-
ford of Cong. DeSantis’ office to discuss any  problems. There is no date or location yet on 
the new CBOC, it is a long process. The new building will be 15,000 sq. ft. 
Sara Slettebo, Women in Defense, is the Executive Director of the 501 c3 which helps 
vets by educating and empowering them. In St Augustine Women in Defense consists 65% 
women, 35% men. Her organization gives back to the community by helping veterans net-
work with those that can help them.  
Jeff Robertson, a USMC veteran who served in Afghanistan from 2000 to 2005, told his 
personal story of how Operation Uniform helped him transition from military to civilian 
life. They are now turning away 40 veterans a month and are looking for a larger facility. A 
recent study shows 92% of their graduates benefit with a good job after taking their transi-
tional program. 
John Leslie, VVA 1084 hosted a Mental Health and First Aid Program for veterans and 
their families. 18 attended the class. They will host another program on Aug. 15, 1 pm at the 
SJC Health & Human Services building, topic is Suicide Prevention. John displayed the new 
VVA 1084 memorial display with a map of Vietnam and plaques with the names of the 16 
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military who died in Vietnam defending their country. 
 
Committee Reports:  
Mac:  spoke about the Homeless Veterans Stand Down on Saturday Sept. 30 at the St Au-
gustine Elks Lodge with a 9am set up on Sept. 28. Mental Health is now available for for-
mer service members even if not honorably discharged.  
Michael:  Michael announced the Veteran Council’s preview event of Ken Burns Vietnam 
documentary on Saturday Sept. 16, from 7 to 9:30 [pm at the Corazon Cinema, 36 Grana-
da St. more info to follow  
Judy Davis/Ray Quinn, funds are  needed for Wreaths Across America to cover ALL 
headstones at St Augustine National Cemetery. It is $ 15 a wreath. VVA donated $ 150. for 
wreaths. Jerry Cameron donated $ 100. 
Mike Cassatta, Pres. Cecil Field POW/MIA Memorial. They are moving forward every 
day after the Jax City Council unanimously voted to lease them 26 acres at Cecil Field. 
They will be hosting an Open House on National POW/MIA Day on Sept. 15. 
Chairman Dudley, The VTC is doing well, with 12 to 15 vets in the program. There are 
currently 7 mentors and they are looking for more.  
The Third Annual Veterans Day Parade committee has been meeting every month and is 
proud to announce that this years will be the biggest and best. Already committed to ap-
pear: military and school marching bands, helicopters and  fly overs. Trolleys will be avail-
able to transport veterans and their care takers. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:14 pm. 
 
The next meeting of the Veterans Council will be on Thursday, August 31, 7 pm in the 
Health & Human Services Building, 200 San Sebastian View. 
 
Our speakers will be Kimberly Gibbons, Atlantic Coast Young Marines and 
Derek Boyd Hankerson, Author, Lecturer, Producer, speaking about the Mil-
itary History of Ft. Mose  
           
Future speakers:  

September 28, Bob Buehn, Capt USN (Ret), Coordinator of the UNF Veterans Resource 

Center 

Andrew Coughlan, from the Wounded Warrior Project 

October 26, Mike Mitchell, Jacksonville University Veteran Students Coordinator, Re-

view of Veterans’ Day Parade activities 
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Dr McKenzie Sara Slettebo Jeff Robertson 

Fred Dupont & Bob 

Dinkins, package contents 

unknown 

Mike Cassatta 

John Leslie VVA 1084 President presents 

check for $ 150 to Judy Davis of Wreaths 

Across America 
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MISSING IN AMERICA PROJECT 

 “IT’S THE RIGHT THING TO DO” 

The Missing in America Project (MIAP) is a registered 501(c)3 Non-profit Corporation.  Our in-

tention is to locate, identify and inter the unclaimed cremains of American veterans.  Missing in 

America Project was launched nationwide in January, 2007.   

NATIONWIDE PROGRESS AS OF 8/20/2017 

Total Funeral Homes Visited - 2,127 

Cremains Found - 15,167 

Veterans Cremains Identified - 3,464 

Veterans Interred - 3,174 

 

FLORIDA’S PROGRESS AS OF 8/24/2017 

Total Funeral Homes Visited – 124 

Cremains Found – 1,000 

Veterans Interred – 152 

Spouses Interred – 72 

Dependents Interred – 1 

Missions pending - 43 

Call to Honors = 12 

Not only has MIAP interred so many as of today, we have also reunited families with their loved 

ones.  MIAP also works with Medical Examiner’s Offices, hospitals, nursing homes, Police De-

partments, etc. 

Our next CALL TO HONOR will be on Saturday, October 21, 2017 at the South Florida National 

Cemetery, Lake Worth, FL. 

MIAP Florida volunteers will continue to do research and reach out to funeral homes during the 

summer but due to the hot weather we will not have any more services until the fall (November).   

There are many ways one can get involved with MIAP.  Please go to our website @ www.miap.us 

for more info.  You may also contact me at my info listed below. 

“YOU ARE NOT FORGOTTEN” 
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Billionaire Paul Allen Finds Lost World War II Cruiser USS Indianapolis I             
n the Philippine Sea 

By: Ben Werner 

Seventy-five years after two torpedoes fired from a 
Japanese submarine sunk cruiser USS Indianap-
olis (CA-35), the ship’s wreckage was found rest-
ing on the seafloor on Saturday – more than 
18,000 feet below the Pacific Ocean’s surface. 

Paul Allen, Microsoft co-founder and billionaire philanthropist, led a search 
team, assisted by historians from the Naval History and Heritage Command 
(NHHC) in Washington, D.C., to accomplish what past searches had failed to do 
– find Indianapolis, considered the last great naval tragedy of World War II. 

“To be able to honor the brave men of the USS Indianapolis and their families 
through the discovery of a ship that played such a significant role in ending 
World War II is truly humbling,” said Allen in a statement provided to USNI News 
on Saturday., “As Americans, we all owe a debt of gratitude to the crew for their 
courage, persistence and sacrifice in the face of horrendous circumstances. 
While our search for the rest of the wreckage will continue, I hope everyone 
connected to this historic ship will feel some measure of closure at this discov-
ery so long in coming.” 

On July 30, 1945, what turned out to be the final days of World War II, Indianap-
olis had just completed a secret mission to the island Tinian, delivering compo-
nents of the atomic bomb “Little Boy” dropped on Hiroshima which would ulti-
mately help end the war. The ship sunk in 12 minutes, before a distress signal 
could be sent or much of the life-saving equipment was deployed, according to 
a statement from the Naval History and Heritage Command in Washington, D.C. 
Because of the secrecy surrounding the mission, the ship wasn’t listed as over-
due 

Around 800 of the ship’s 1,196 sailors and Marines survived the sinking, but af-
ter four to five days in the water, suffering exposure, dehydration, drowning, and 
shark attacks, only 316 survived. 

“I’m very happy that they found it. It’s been a long 72 years coming,” said 
astatement released by Indianapolis survivor Arthur Leenerman, 93 years-old 
from Mahomet, Ill. “I have wished for years that they would find it. The lost at 

https://news.usni.org/author/bwerner
https://www.paulallen.com/wreckage-from-uss-indianapolis-located-in-philippine-sea/
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sea families will feel pretty sad but I think finding the ship will also give them 
some closure. I’m glad that the search was successful. It will be interesting to 
see where it was found and how deep it was resting. ” 

The ship’s story has become part folklore, thanks in large part to the chilling 
monologue in the 1975 film “Jaws” when fisherman Quint tells about being 
aboard Indianapolis when it was sunk. 

Allen’s break came a year ago when Richard Hulver, a NHHC historian, discov-
ered records from amphibious landing ship USS LST-779 that recorded a sight-
ing of Indianapolis hours before it was torpedoed, according to a statement from 
NHHC. Hulver’s research led to a new search area west of the original pre-
sumed position. Still, the new search area was in 600 square-miles of open 
North Pacific Ocean water. 

“Teams have tried to find Indianapolis in the past, but failed, partly because she 
is over two miles down, but also because they were looking in the wrong place,” 
wrote Hulver in an analysis of the new information published by NHHC last 
summer. “Historical records specifying the sinking location do not exist, as no 
distress signal providing the location of Indianapolis was received. Allied intelli-
gence recovered I-58’s message to Tokyo confirming the kill, but failed to identi-
fy a specific ship or recover the position given by the Japanese.” 

Allen’s 13-person expedition team, on the R/V Petrel is in the process of survey-
ing the full site and will conduct a live tour of the wreckage in the next few 
weeks. They are complying with U.S. law and respecting the sunken ship as a 
war grave, taking care not to disturb the site. The Indianapolis remains the prop-
erty of the U.S. Navy and its location will remain confidential and restricted by 
the Navy. 

The crew of the R/V Petrel has collaborated with Navy authorities throughout its 
search operations and will continue to work on plans to honor the 19 crew mem-
bers still alive today, as well as the families of all those who served on the highly 
decorated cruiser. 
                     ——————————————————————- 

One of the survivors of the sinking lived in Palm Coast, FL and was the 
Keynote speaker at the Flagler College Auditorium premier of our WW II 
documentary about 34 WW II veterans who lived in a nearby community, 
Coquina Crossing. Here is a link to Dr. Giles McCoy's speech about the 
USS Indianapolis and its aftermath. 

http://ufdc.ufl.edu/l/AA00052854  

https://news.usni.org/2016/07/27/new-lead-uncovered-search-uss-indianapolis
https://news.usni.org/2016/07/27/new-lead-uncovered-search-uss-indianapolis
mailto:http://ufdc.ufl.edu/l/AA00052854
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The Vietnam “Stinger” AC -119K, a local connection 

By late 1967, the idea of the fixed-wing gunship had been proven so successful, the United 

States Air Force was having a difficult time keeping up with demand. The newer AC-130s 

that had been created under Project Gunship II were effective, but were being mostly used 

for armed reconnaissance and interdiction of the Ho Chi Minh Trail. Furthermore, the C-

130 airframe was in active service as a transport, vital to the war effort in Southeast Asia. 

The Air Force desperately needed a new gunship to replace the vulnerable and underpow-

ered AC-47 in the close air support role, as well as supplementing the AC-130 in attacking 

targets on the Ho Chi Minh Trail. 

The Fairchild C-119 Flying Boxcar presented an obvious choice, having been phased out of 

front-line service in favor of the C-123 and C-130, and with the stock of available airframes 

in U.S. Air Force Reserve being sufficient. In February 1968, under the USAF program Pro-

ject Gunship III, 26 C-119Gs were converted to AC-119G standard, initially taking on the 

name "Creep", but later assigned the callsign "Shadow".[1] These aircraft were primarily in-

tended to replace the AC-47 in the close air support role. 

In addition, Fairchild-Hiller, which was contracted for all the conversions, converted another 

26 C-119Gs into AC-119Ks, primarily for the "truck hunter" role over the Ho Chi Minh 

Trail. These aircraft were called "Stingers" primarily in reference to the two M61 Vulcan 20-

mm cannons they carried in addition to the AC-119G's four GAU-2/A miniguns. The AC-

119K could be visually distinguished by the addition of two General Electric J85 turbojet 

engines in underwing pods. The conversions were completed at Fairchild-Hiller's 

facility in St. Augustine, Florida. 

------------------------ 

          From Veteran Council member and Vietnam veteran, Fred Dupont 

As a teenager in the mid 60's, I worked for DuPont Steel Buildings in St. Augustine, Florida 

building/modifying aircraft hangers for Fairchild.  About the time I graduated from high 

school before I joined the Marines, the C-119s began flying in to be modified to gunships. 

When I left Vietnam for the last time in March 1969, as we taxied down the runway in Da 

Nang on the Continental Airlines "Freedom Bird", there on the tarmac sat two AC-119  
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Gunships.  I yelled to my fellow Marines on that flight that they were built in my hometown 

and were ready for action.  Ooorah! 

--------------------------- 

                              Veterans Council Chairman Bill Dudley 

These aircraft were all modified from "Flying Boxcars" which were transport aircraft into 

combat ready gunships that were used mostly along the Ho Chi Min trail to knock out truck 

convoys and for close air support for troops in skirmishes where quick aerial support was 

needed.  I have a lot of hours in this old bird that was built by Fairchild in Germantown, MD 

from '50-'53.   

--------------------------------- 

From Ev, Bill Dudley’s friend, Thank you so much Bill.  This info is greatly appreciat-

ed.  Thank you for your part in putting together one of the greatest Gunships ever.  I have 

attached the latest photo of 850, the only known AC-119 Gunship in existence.  At least, our 

former enemies are putting the plane back together.  I do plan to go to Vietnam in the future 

if my health will permit it.     

When not converted to an AC gunship, she was used in the US fleet on loan to the French 

Air Force, flying from Cat Bi North Vietnam, to provide many logistical trips to the battle 

for Dien Bien Phu. 

 

After 1975, she also attacked Pol Pot Khmer Rouge forces in the BGTN [Southwest frontier 

of Vietnam] and then joined the PAVN airborne forces to move troops north to fight the Chi-

nese on the northern border in 1979." 

   

"The 64-year-old Fairchild AC-119K Flying Box-

car s.n. 53-7850 [call sign 'Stinger'] is being re-

constructed [plastic surgery] to go to its new 

home museum at Ta Con - Khe Sanh, SRV. 
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All are welcome to do the run, part of the run or just meet us at the VFW in the afternoon.  We are 

raffling off a 7 night condo stay, and all kinds of other fun stuff.  Music and Food available. 

Hugs and Blessings, Kyra "Desertrose" 
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Until they ALL Come Home 
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The myth that the war in Vietnam was not as intense as World War II 

All wars are terrible and no single war could be any easier than another. Every 

soldier’s life is in danger and each and every one of them has to fight for their 

own life and those of their fellow troops. Why does the myth that the war in 

Vietnam was not as intense as in World War II even exist? 

During the Second World War, the average infantryman would see around 40 

days of combat in four years, however, during the Vietnam war the average 

would be around 240 days in one year due to how mobile helicopters had got-

ten. A number of 2.7 million people served in Vietnam and one in ten of them 

was a casualty with a total of 58,148 being killed. One of the main differences 

between combat in both wars was that during the Vietnam war amputations 

and crippling wounds were 300 percent higher. Furthermore, over 900,000 of 

the soldiers were patients who had to be airlifted where about half were 

American. 

Helicopters were a lot of times like gifts sent from above. From all the 

wounded soldiers who survived in the first 24 hours, less than one percent 

died due to the low average time lapse from wounding to hospitalization.  

The mobility that the helicopters provided was one of the most significant dif-

ferences between the wars and a welcome change that helped save many lives 

during the Vietnam war. However, the average Vietnam soldier did see more 

days of combat exactly because of the mobility of the helicopters so the Vi-

etnam war was in no way less intense than the Second World War for the 

troops themselves and often in the eyes of the American public too. 
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Facts about the Vietnam Veterans Memorial 

 First unveiled on November 13, 1982, the Vietnam Veterans 

Memorial includes 58,272 names listed, approximately 

1200 of which are listed as missing (MIA’s, POW’s, and oth-

ers). The names are in chronological order, according to the 

date of casualty within each day, the names are also alpha-

betized. Each of the walls is 246.75 feet long, composed of 

70 separate inscribed granite panels, plus 4 at the end with-

out names. 

A common unknown fact about it is that it was actually funded without economical support 

from the government. A Vietnam War vet, who studied what is now called post-traumatic 

stress disorder after his return to the United States is the one who is responsible for the me-

morial. His name is Jan C. Scruggs. He is the one who founded the Vietnam Veterans Me-

morial Fund in the start, even using his own money in 1979. In total, the fund managed to 

raise nearly $9,000,000 entirely through private contributions from corporations, founda-

tions, unions, veterans and civic organizations and more than 275,000 individual Ameri-

cans. 

Another fact that people sometimes forget is that the wall is not a war Memorial but a Me-

morial to those who served in the war, both living and dead. Surprisingly, the design of the 

memorial wasn’t created by a famous architect, but an undergraduate at Yale University, 

Maya Ying Lin. There were four criteria that must be covered when building the memorial 

and those are:  

Be reflective and contemplative in character; 2. Harmonize with its surroundings; 3. Con-

tain the names of those who had died in the conflict or who were still missing; 4. Make no 

political statement about the war.  

And we can safely say that they were all covered and that the memorial is now a place that 

brings unpleasant memories to many, but nevertheless, it gives people closure and a way to 

feel closer to the ones they lost.  
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HONOR FLIGHT 

Our Mission: To transport America’s Veter-

ans to Washington, DC to visit those memo-

rials dedicated to honor the service and sac-

rifices of themselves and their friends. 

Honor Flight Network is a non-profit organization created solely to 

honor America’s veterans for all their sacrifices. We transport our 

heroes to Washington, D.C. to visit and reflect at their memorials. 

Top priority is given to the senior veterans – World War II survi-

vors, along with those other veterans who may be terminally ill. 

Of all of the wars in recent memory, it was World War II that truly 

threatened our very existence as a nation—and as a culturally di-

verse, free society. According to the Department of Veterans Af-

fairs, an estimated 640 WWII veterans die each day. Our time to 

express our thanks to these brave men and women is running out. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiv9I3OzdnVAhXHrlQKHYFFB_kQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fhonorflightcentralflorida.org%2F&psig=AFQjCNEWvDf2phKMCi6htf8cLI2sMEcDdQ&ust=1502899096572969
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.huffingtonpost.com%2F2013-06-23-MathiasFlightIwoJima.JPG&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.huffingtonpost.com%2Fdorian-de-wind%2Fhonor-flights-mail-call-a_b_3487310.html&docid=PeGd3dnKIOtYHM&tbnid=MW-j3zW
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fhonorflightsi.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F04%2Fhonor-flight-group-photo-1140x350.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fhonorflightsi.org%2F&docid=knIu3vyMkt7T_M&tbnid=dlEQfUBymTq-ZM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwjG0_XnzdnV
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The Marine Corps League #383 is organizing a charity golf tourna-

ment on behalf of Toys For Tots, and VVA Chapter 1084 will be assisting 

them in this effort. Get out your clubs, and get ready to support     

Toys For Tots! 
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Dear Fellow Veterans and Colleagues, 

The President just signed into law the Harry 
W. Colmery Veterans Educational Assis-
tance Act of 2017, also known as the 
“Forever GI Bill,” named after the Ameri-
can Legion national commander who wrote 
the original GI Bill language in 1944. This legislation contains 34 new 
provisions, the vast majority of which will enhance or expand education 
benefits for Veterans, Service members, Families and Survivors. 
  
Most notably, Veterans who transitioned out of the military after January 
1, 2013 will not be limited to the 15-year deadline to use their GI Bill 
benefits – hence the bill’s nickname, “Forever GI Bill.” This law also re-
stores benefits to Veterans, who were impacted by school closures since 
2015, and expands benefits for our reservists, surviving dependents, Pur-
ple Heart recipients, and provides many other improvements. 
  
We see Congress’s overwhelming bipartisan support and the President’s 
signing as a major accomplishment for our nation’s Veterans. The origi-
nal GI Bill has long been considered an enormous success by historians, 
politicians and economists for its impact on the post-war economy and 
capital investment in our “Greatest Generation.” The passage of this bill 
ensures that generations to come will continue to walk in that greatness. 
  
As you can imagine, VA has a lot of work ahead of us in order to ensure 
successful implementation of this new law, and as we roll out each pro-
vision, we’ll keep you updated and informed on our progress. 
  
Thank you all for your continued support of our nation’s Veterans, Ser-
vice members and their families. 
  
Regards,  
Curtis L. Coy 
Deputy Under Secretary for Economic Opportunity 
Veterans Benefits Administration 
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjm-suK7t7VAhVGymMKHQt4CjAQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cscmediagroupus.com%2Flucas-white%2Fforever-g-bill-passes-senate&psig=AFQjCNEqAkssGLIufbb59mTXr-ahAbLwww&us
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Important Message to Semper Fidelis Society Members and Friends: 

As you should know by now, all the activities and community projects your society 

supports are financed by your yearly dues contributions.  Dues are the primary 

source powering our organization. Over the years, your dues have been supple-

mented by gifts from members and outside benefactors. Recently, I was exposed 

to a fund raising opportunity which I felt made sense for our group. 

However, to make this successful, I need the assistance and committment of my 

fellow Marines and Corpsmen.  Here is the deal . The web.com golf tour, which is 

sponsored by the local company, web.com will be holding their season-ending 

championship at the Atlantic Beach Country Club on their beautiful new course 

rated in the top five in the U.S.A. among new courses. The event will take place 

from September 28 to October 1.  They have made Beach Bucks cards available to 

SFS for sale. The card is $ 35.00 and this entitles the purchaser to free attendance 

for all 4 days of the tournament.  In addition, the back of the card offers discounts 

at many popular beach restaurants. Of the $ 35.00 purchase price, the Society 

keeps $ 32.00.  Cards may be bought for your personal use, given to family and 

friends, or donated to worthy military charities for distribution.  

To obtain Beach Bucks cards, you may call, text, or e-mail me . Again, your help in 

this fund raising effort is essential to success; I am counting on all of you!  Thank 

you in advance for your efforts . 

Semper Fi !Paul McLaughlin  President                      

                            Cell : 904-705-6382                                     

E-mail :  moltingeagle40@yahoo.com 

 

 



53 

Semper Fidelis Society has changed 
its address from jaxsemperfidelis.org 

to SemperFidelisSociety.org 

From Fred Dupont: Thanks to everyone who requested a 
copy of my book. It can now be found on the Veterans 

Council of St. Johns County website. The book is free but a 
donation to the council, a charitable 501(C)3, would be ap-

preciated. 
http://www.veteranscouncilsjc.org/fdupont.htm 

From the recent Vietnam Veterans of America convention 

in New Orleans, “The Missing Man Table”. 

http://jaxsemperfidelis.org
http://www.veteranscouncilsjc.org/fdupont.htm
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5 STAR Veterans Center 

American Legion Riders Chapter 283, Arlington FL will once again be hitting the road on September 23rd to 

raise money for the Five Star Veterans Center. This is the Legion Rider's 10th annual fall fundraising event held 

to support the community programs and help improve the lives of local veterans in need.  

*** Monetary donations in any amount and the donation of door prizes will also be greatly appreciated.*** 

To help our local veterans in need, please make checks payable to American Legion Riders Florida Chapter #283 

and send to: 

American Legion Riders Florida Chapter #283,  P.O. Box 351341,  Jacksonville, FL 32235 
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The Veterans Council is publishing this as a public service as it may effect our readers. 

There is no charge to you to make a claim if you were effected. 

Since USAA members are Active-Duty, Veterans, and/or their families, this news may apply to you. 

———————————————- 

F O R  I M M E D I A T E  R E L E A S E          

For More Info: Chris Hall, Esq., Hall & Lampros, LLP, 404-876-8100, 404-226-7480 (M), 

chall@hallandlampros.com 

Tracy Markham, Esq. Avolio & Hanlon, PC,  904-794-7005(O), 904-806-3531 (M), tlm@avoliohanlonfl.com 

50K Florida USAA Auto Policyholders to Receive Past-Due Sales Tax Averaging More Than $450 Each 

if They Make a Claim 

(Jacksonville, Fla.) USAA insurance companies agreed to pay an average of more than $450 in past-due sales tax to 

approximately 50,000 Florida auto policyholders who experienced total loss claims, based on plaintiff’s calculations in 

a class action lawsuit settlement.  

The settlement provides for payments of up to approximately $34 million. Notice of the settlement will be sent to 

more than 70,000 policyholders. Plaintiffs calculate that approximately 70% of these policyholders (approximately 

50,000) will recover funds under the settlement if they timely submit pre-filled-in claim forms. USAA also agreed to 

no longer condition the payment of sales tax on the policyholder first purchasing a replacement vehicle.  

Each class member will receive an email and mailing from Settlement Administrator Dahl Administration explaining 

how to make a claim. Claims can be made by mail or at the website USAAFloridaAutoSalesTaxSettlement.com.  

All 70,000 total loss policyholders can submit a claim asking USAA to review their file to determine whether there 

was sales tax underpayment, and in turn USAA will pay the policyholder 108% of any sales tax that should have been 

paid. 

The 2013 lawsuit claims USAA improperly withheld sales tax from total loss payments to auto policyholders. Class 

members include present and former USAA Florida policyholders who held auto insurance with a USAA company and 

were paid by USAA under their policy for a total loss to their automobile between October 13, 2008 and October 15, 

2016.   

Policyholders will receive payment only if they make a timely claim. Approximately 30% of policyholders with total 

loss claims received all sales tax due from USAA as part of their total loss, and will receive no payment even if they 

make a claim.  

Plaintiffs are represented by Atlanta law firm Hall & Lampros, LLP, (404-876-8100) and St. Augustine, 

Fla. firm Avolio & Hanlon, PC (904-794-7005). More information can be found at USAAFloridaAu-

toSalesTaxSettlement.com. The lawsuit is Chantal Bastian, et al. v. USAA, et al., 3:13-cv-01454-TJC, 

USDC Middle District of Florida. 
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FLORIDA YOUTH CHALLENGE ACADEMY FOUNDATION, INC 

5629 State Road 16 West. Building 3800, Starke, Florida 32091 

Telephone (904) 571-0560, Fax (904) 682-3990 

Dear Friend, the Florida Youth ChalleNGe Academy (FLYCA) is a 17 ½ month program for Florida’s 16-

18-year-old “at-risk” youth.  FLYCA is the only program of its kind in the state and is operated by the 

Florida National Guard and partnered with the Department of Juvenile Justice, the Department of Chil-

dren and Families, and the Clay County School District.  The six-month residential phase is conducted on 

Camp Blanding.  The FLYCA mission is to “provide a highly disciplined and motivational environment, 

free from outside distractions, which fosters academics, leadership, development, personal growth, self-

esteem, and physical fitness for at-risk youth.”  To date, FLYCA has graduated over 4,400 of Florida’s for-

mer “at-risk” youth from 61 of our 67 counties.      

     The FLYCA Foundation, Inc., will hold its annual Golf Tournament at the St. Johns Golf & Country 

Club, 205 St. Johns Golf Drive, St. Augustine, on Monday, November 20, 2017. The tournament will be a 

four-person Captain’s Choice format with a field of up to 30 teams.  A continental breakfast and lunch are 

included with registration.  A “Chipping and Putting Contest” as well as several holes contest will all be a 

part of the tournament.  An awards ceremony will be conducted in the clubhouse during the luncheon 

and following the tournament play. 

     We are requesting donations for the golf tournament in the form of financial contributions and compa-

ny promotional items to be placed in individual golf packets or any items that can be utilized as an award 

or door prize during the tournament.  Corporate sponsorships are available for a minimum donation of 

$500.00.  This includes a full registration for one 4-person team as well, if the sponsor wishes to form a 

team, plus one- hole sponsorship.  Hole sponsorships are available for $100.00 per sponsored hole.   

     Corporate sponsorships, hole sponsorships and prize donations are tax-deductible donations to our 

non-profit 501(c)(3) Foundation and will be recorded as such.  You will receive our Foundation letter rec-

ognizing the amount of your donation with our tax-exempt number.  You will receive recognition for your 

contribution in our promotional material and patronage from our participants and their families.  Any 

support you can provide in the form of sponsorships or donations is greatly appreciated.  We will need to 

confirm your sponsorship or donation no later than November 13, 2017 to include it in our promotional 

material. 

     Attached is a Golf Tournament Registration Form if you or anyone with your organization would be 

interested in forming a team.  The registration form must be received no later than November 13, 2017 

with your check to the address below:  

Danny E. Brabham, Golf Tournament Co chairman 

Post Office Box 65130 

Orange Park, Florida 32065 
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MISSION STATEMENT: 

Cecil Field POW/MIA Memorial, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. The 
Cecil Field POW/MIA Memorial’s mission is to preserve the memorial, honor the POW/MIA pilots and 
service members that were lost over the Vietnam and Desert Storm conflicts, and distinguish the history 
of NAS Cecil Field as a base, and the major support and combat roles it provided throughout the years. 
 

BACKGROUND: 

The only known POW/MIA Memorial in Jacksonville, Florida is located at the former NAS Cecil Field 
(now Cecil Commerce Center). The memorial is dedicated to those Naval Aviators stationed at NAS Cec-
il Field during the Vietnam and Desert Storm War eras. The site consists of markers and associated plant-
ed trees for each of the 16 POW/MIA pilots (known as Hero’s Walk and Freedom Trees), pavilion, stage 
area, starburst (metal display of aircraft), and a granite base seal of NAS Cecil Field. The Cecil Field 
POW/MIA Memorial was dedicated in 1974 by the families and service members who wanted to ensure 
these brave men would never be forgotten. A driving force behind the Memorial was Mary Hoff, the wife 
of MIA LCDR Michael G. Hoff.  Mary was also very instrumental in the creation of the POW/MIA Flag, 
making her the “Betsy Ross” of the POW/MIA flag. This flag has become an important symbol for the 
POW/MIAs, and the enduring cause that they will never be forgotten. The existing memorial is owned 
by the City of Jacksonville (herein the “City”). An existing adjacent historic chapel is also owned by the 
City as well as an existing theatre (Building 333) across the street. 

 

POW/MIA MEMORIAL AND POW/MIA MEMORIAL CENTER: 

The Cecil Field POW/MIA Memorial, Inc. organization is proposing to acquire acreage for this area in a 
long-term land lease with the City. The vision is to preserve and enhance the existing memorial areas; 
renovate the Chapel back to use for ceremonies, weddings, and memorial services; initiate a memorial 
center in the existing theatre (Building 333) with related artifacts and memorabilia; fundraise for design 
and construction of a new memorial center; and construct a proposed 100,000 SF POW/MIA Memorial 
Center (reference Exhibit A for conceptual phasing plan). The organization is also proposing to relocate, 
restore, and repaint the F/A-18 Hornet (BuNo162462) located at Cecil Tower, A-7 Corsair 
(BuNo152650) located at Don Garlits Drag Racing Museum (same aircraft on display at front gate), along 
with other various aircraft stationed at Cecil for display at the Center.  The Center will serve as a memo-
rial for POW/MIAs and veterans with a memorial wall or high relief panels, provide educational pro-
grams (including American civics and STEM), and educate the public about POW/MIAs and the history 
of NAS Cecil Field. 
 
This proposed Center will also provide the ability for veterans to connect with other fellow veterans, or-
ganizations and associations making this a premier military venue for Northeast Florida.  

Cecil Field POW/MIA Memorial and Center 

Overview and Phasing Plan 
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Lynn Brannon Florida State Coordinator - Contractor 

Building Healthy Military Communities (BHMC) 

310 Charlotte Street, St. Augustine, FL 32084 

Office: (904) 827-8564, Cell: (904) 229-6440, Fax: (904) 827-8532 
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The Veterans Council of St. Johns County is proud to           

announce that it has modernized its website and created        

a new Facebook page. 

We are inviting all veterans to visit our website at:                          

NEW  http://www.veteranscouncilsjc.org  

The Veterans Council will post items of interest to 

all veterans, post pictures, articles, flyers, events, 

etc.  We will post our meetings dates and keep 

you informed about events at the Jacksonville 

and St. Augustine National Cemeteries. 

      Please join our group on Facebook at:       

    VeteransCouncilofStJohnsCounty,FL 

 

           Please select Join the Group to become a member 

. 

Once you have joined the Veterans Council Facebook group you 

will be able to post your meetings, pictures, articles, fund raisers, 

etc. It will be your common site to go to and see what’s happening. 

The website and Facebook page were updated and created so 

that there would be a central place to list all veterans activities in 

NE FL. 

You may have noticed the Veterans Council’s new logo, it was cre-

ated by Roy Havekost and his web design company PageAuthors. 

The VC strongly recommends that you contact Roy, 904-287-6909, 

if you or your vet group wants to create a website or Facebook 

page. 

 

mailto:http://www.veteranscouncilofstjohns.org
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NEW INFO:  Ride in comfort to your ap-

pointments at the VA Medical Center in 

Gainesville.  

 

The van is provided by the Disabled Veterans Chapter 6, and leaves no 

later than 6AM from the new VA Clinic location at 195 Southpark Blvd. 

The corner of Southpark and Old Moultrie Road. 

 

To schedule your seat please contact the VA Clinic at 904-823-2954 and 

ask for Veteran Van Scheduling. 
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 400 N. Ponce de Leon Blvd.—St. Augustine, FL 32084-3587 

     904-829-2201– fax 904-829-2020— 800-997-1961 

                                           www.herbiewiles.com 

   The House That Trust Built 

Please support our sponsors 
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 The Veterans Council of St. Johns County welcomes 

article submissions from all County Veterans & 

organizations. Articles should be of interest to all and 

veterans related. Submissions may be edited &/or 

shortened and used if space permits. 

Send to: mrothfeld@anyveteran.org 

Please send to: mrothfeld@anyveteran.org 

  
 
 

The Veterans Council of St. Johns County, Inc. is a        
Not For Profit Florida Corporation. 

 

Our formation date was July 4, 2001 in a proclamation 
issued by the St. Johns County Commissioners. It is 
composed of representatives of the various veterans' 
organizations within St. Johns County. 
 

The Veteran's Council will work with city and county 
governments and other local organizations to achieve 
the mutual goal to provide a central agency to assist in 
the coordination and presentation of matters concerning 
veterans and veterans activities in St. Johns County. 
 

The Veteran's Council will endeavor to precipitate, stim-
ulate and assist various organizations as they perform 
patriotic events. One of the major purposes is the pro-
motion and education of national patriotic matters. 
 

The St. Johns County Veterans Council meets the 

last Thursday of the month at 7 pm. 

 The Veterans Council will meet at the St. 

Johns County Health & Human Services 

Building, 200 San Sebastian View 

Muscovy Room, 1st floor 

Veterans Council of  St. Johns County,     

“Helping  All Veterans” 

Veterans Service Office 
 200 San Sebastian View, Suite 1400              

St. Augustine, FL 32084 

(physical location) 
The VSO Office is located in the new St. Johns County Health and 

Human Services Building.  
 

The office is open from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. daily, 
Monday through Friday excluding holidays. 

Closed for lunch daily from 11:30 am 12:30 pm 
 

Service is by appointment. 
Phone: 904-209-6160   Fax: 904-209-6161 

Joseph McDermott, CVSO 

Rick Rees, Assistant VSO 

Tammy Shirley, Assistant VSO 

Lashonda Burns, Office Specialist 

The views expressed in The Patriot Reader Newsletter articles, submissions and spotlights 

are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the views of the Veterans Council of 

St. Johns County or the editors of The Patriot Reader. It is the purpose of this periodical to 

share a variety of information that pertain to local veterans and their organizations.  

mailto:mrothfeld@anyveteran.org
mailto:mrothfeld@anyveteran.org

