
  

Iõm sure many of you have 

been as disturbed about the 

recent shootings of our police 

officers around the country as I 

have. Just as disturbing is that 

some have been committed by 

veterans. Many of our police 

officers are Veterans them-

selves. Having served in com-

bat and then return home to 

later be gunned down by a dis-

turbed fellow veteran is heart-

breaking. I have recently met 

with Sheriff David Shoar to 

discuss our grave concern for 

the loss of those who serve to 

protect our community. Our 

veterans and police officers 

stand together and abhor the 

actions of anyone who would 

take the life of one of our coun-

tryõs public servants.  

Bill Dudley 

Chairman 

Veterans Council of               

St. Johns County 

  Fellow Veterans: 

Hard to believe a year has 

gone by since our last Veterans 

Stand Down. On August 20, 

we will gather once again at 

the Elks Lodge at 0900 to 

reach out to our veterans in 

need. Tammy Shirley has 

worked diligently during the 

year collecting clothes, toilet 

articles, and other items need-

ed by our homeless veterans. 

VA representatives will be on 

hand to assist the veterans with 

enrollment in the VA system if 

needed. Volunteers are need-

ed for the Stand Down so 

please consider giving a few 

hours on Saturday, August 20 

to help our brothers and sis-

ters who are less fortunate and 

in need of our support. Also, 

Tammy can use some help on 

Friday to unload the truck and 

set-up the tables inside the 

Elks Lodge. If you can spare a 

couple of hours on Friday, 

Aug. 19, please plan to be 

there around 1000 hours.  

A big Bravo Zulu to our Vet-

erans Council Vice Chairman 

Ray Quinn for being selected 

as this yearõs recipient of the 

Charles Maddox Award.  Vice 

Chairman Quinn was presented 

with this prestigious award by 

the Florida National Guard As-

sociation at a gala event in Day-

tona Beach recently. As we all 

know, Ray has served his coun-

try as a National Guardsman 

retiring with the rank of Sgt. 

Major, a volunteer in the com-

munity, an elected county offi-

cial, a leader in many communi-

ty organizations, and a brother 

to many in need. We are proud 

of his service and salute him for 

his many accomplishments.   

This summer, Beaver Toyota 

and WSOS, 103.9 FM has hon-

ored our Veterans in the com-

munity with a one hour show 

each Thursday at 4 PM. I have 

been happy to help host the 

show with the producer, Rand 

Middleton. At the beginning of 

July, Beaver announced that a 

percentage of their car sales for 

the month would be given to the 

DAV to help with the purchase 

of another van to transport our 

veterans for their appointments 

to Gainesville VA Clinic. Bea-

verõs car sales for the month 

have been brisk and we expect a 

sizeable check will be forthcom-

ing very soon.  

Message from the Chairman 
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     Clyde E. Lassen State Veterans Nursing Home  

       Where Patriotism is our Motto    

Congratulations to Kay Maley and her staff at the Clyde E. Lassen State Veteransõ 
Nursing Home in St. Augustine. The 120-bed home has been notified by the 
Amer...ican College of Health Care Administrators that it will receive the Eli Pick 
Facility Leadership Award, recognizing high performing skilled nursing facili-
ties. Fewer than 9% of facilities nationwide qualify. 

Children from Turning Point at Calvary spear-

headed a project for active duty military. The 

children and the residents loaded up boxes of 

necessary items and some goodies to be sent to 

service men and women.  

Filling the boxes #2  

Calling Bingo Fascinating Rhythm Orchestra came one Satur-

day to entertain and did a fabulous job!!  
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 ¢ƘŜ WŀŎƪǎƻƴǾƛƭƭŜ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ 
Greetings from the Support Committee at                                   
the Jacksonville National Cemetery!   

 The Support Committee invites everyone to at-
tend its next scheduled meeting, on Monday,  

September 12, 2016. The meeting will be at 7:00pm. The meet-
ing will take place at Community Hospice, 4266 Sunbeam Rd., 
Jacksonville, FL 32257 in Conference Room A. 

JNC SC Chairman, 

Ray Quinn 

+++++++++++2015/2016 Officers of the SCJNC++++++++++++  

Chairman: Ray Quinn 

Vice Chairman: Bill Dudley, Treasurer: John Mountcastle 

 Assistant Treasurer: Michael Rothfeld, Secretary: Kathy Church  

Chaplain: Michael Halyard, Master-At-Arms: Joe McDermott  

JAG Officer: Patrick Bennett, Historian: Jody Raymond  

 

The new incoming officers of  the Vietnam 

Veterans of  America, chapter # 1084, and 

board members were installed at our June 

28, 2016 meeting by Chaplain Bob Dinkins. 

 

L-R; President John McGinty, 1st Vice 

Pres. Richard Basteasto, 2nd Vice Pres 

James Campau, Secretary/Treasurer 

George April, Board member Ken Hahn. 

 

 Bob Dinkins - Chaplain 

Vietnam Veterans of  America 

Florida State Council, Region 4 

Chapter 1084, St. Johns County, Fl 

904-540-1898 

bobdinkins@bellsouth.net 

"Never again will one generation of  veterans abandon another." 

 

mailto:bobdinkins@bellsouth.net
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Charles Maddox Award presented to Ray Quinn, SGM, USA (Ret) 

The Veterans Council of St. Johns County is proud to announce that its Vice 

Chairman, Ray Quinn, was the recipient of the "Charles Maddox Award". Pre-

sented by the FL National Guard Association for "Extraordinary Lifetime Ser-

vice to the FL National  Guard. Congratulations Ray, well deserved. 

The banquet took place at the annual meeting of the Florida National Guard 

Association. The association is a joint organization with both officer and en-

listed members. The event was held at the Hilton Beachside in Daytona Beach.  

The guest speaker was John Thrasher, President of Florida State University. 

The award is named after Charles 

Maddox, recipient of  the Soldierõs 

Medal, citation follows:  Soldier's 

Medal,  Awarded for actions during the 

Cold  War. 

The President of the United States of 

America, authorized by Act of Congress, 

July 2, 1926, takes pleasure in presenting 

the Soldier's Medal to Sergeant Charles W. 

Maddox, Jr., United States Army, for heroism at the 

risk of life not involving conflict with an armed 

enemy as a member of Headquarters, Headquarters 

and Logistic Company, Command and Control Battalion, 11th Airborne Division, at Flak Kaserne, 

Augsberg, Germany, on 29 April 1957. While sitting in a snack bar Sergeant Maddox heard an explo-

sion resulting from the crash of two helicopters approximately 150 yards away. Upon reaching the scene 

of the accident he discovered that someone was trapped in the troop compartment. Unable to extricate 

him from the outside Sergeant Maddox, despite the danger of explosion from the gasoline which flooded 

the compartment, climbed inside and freed the trapped soldier. Unmindful of increasing danger Sergeant 

Maddox then released an officer from his safety belt and assisted him out of the compartment. The 

prompt and courageous action of Sergeant Maddox and rescuing the two men, before the arrival of any 

firefighting equipment, reflects great credit on himself and the military service. 

General Orders: Department of the Army, General Orders No. 49 (September 13, 1957) 

Pictured from left: CSM Jeffrey Young (Sr Enlisted Advisor 

to the Adjutant General), MG Michael Calhoun (The Adju-

tant General of Florida), SGM (Ret) Ray Quinn, and John 

Thrasher (President of Florida State University). 
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Chairman Dudleyôs Weekly Radio Show 

Every Thursday, 4:00 pm, you will find Veterans Council 

Chairman Bill Dudley at Beaver Toyota. No, he is not 

buying a new car every week but rather is speaking live 

on St. Augustineôs WSOS, 103.9 FM. The show is host-

ed by Rand Middleton of WSOS. 

The weekly show is a one hour live broadcast about local veterans, their issues, 

events and the presentation of the ñBeaver Awardò, a Certificate of Extraordinary Ac-

complishmentò, presented to a local veteran or citizen who has made an outstanding 

contribution to the betterment of the lives of local veterans. 

On Thursday July 21st, Chairman Dudley presented the Beaver Award to Judge How-

ard McGillin, a West Point Graduate, a retired Army Colonel and a Family Court 

Judge. Judge McGillin and Chairman Dudley spoke about plans to bring a Veterans 

Treatment Court to St. Johns County. 

 

Judge Howard McGillin holds up the 

Beaver Award for Extraordinary         

Accomplishment as  Veterans Council 

Chairman looks on. 
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Vilano Beach VFW Post 12142 has been a 
Post, for only 1 year 6 months.   

We were notified July 5th by the State VFW 
Headquarters that we have been made a        
ñAll State Postò.   

We were notified July 6th by the National VFW Headquarters, 
that we have been made an ñAll American Postò. 

I would like to Congratulate all our Members and the Auxiliary 
for all their hard work !! 

 

Vilano Beach VFW Post 12142 now has 2 electric wheelchairs 
that can be give to a St. Johns County Veteran. 

 

The one on the left is a Pride Jet 2 HD.  The one on the right is 
a Hoveround MPV5 

We now also have a Hospital Bed (electric) complete with  
mattress for a St. Johns County Veteran. 

               !Φ WΦ {ŀǊǝƴΣ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ - ±C²   ±ƛƭŀƴƻ.ŜŀŎƘ±C²ϪŀǧΦƴŜǘ   όфлпύ ссф-мфпс 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Veterans Of Foreign Wars  

ò No One Does More For Veterans ò 

VilanoBeachVFW@att.net
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The June Veterans Council meeting 

If you werenõt at the Veterans Council meeting on Thursday. June 30 at the Elks 

Lodge you missed out on a very informative, patriotic meeting.. 

The first speaker was GYSGT Michael Vicente, 

USMC. GYSGT Vicnete is the Executive Director of 

the Young Marines Atlantic Coast. The Young Marines 

are an education and service program for boys and 

girls ages 8-18. They promote mental, moral, and 

physical development with a focus on building character. 

Rory Diamond, Executive Director of K9s For Warri-

ors presented Herb (the Sock Guy) with over 1000 

socks for Herb to distribute to veterans in nursing 

homes and at the Homeless Veterans Stand Down. 

 

The Veterans Council was proud to have CDR John Leslie, 

USN (Ret) as its featured speaker. CDR Leslie spoke about 

his book, In My Fatherõs Footsteps. Both John and his WW II 

veteran father were naval aviators and John spoke of the 

similarities in their careers and lives. It was a very moving, 

heart felt, emotional talk and every one was memorized. 

A full house turns out for 

the Veterans Council meeting, thank you to Mark 

Miner for the picture. 

The next meeting of the Veterans Council is on 

Thursday, July 28. Please try to make that weet-

ing. We welcome you. 
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The Veterans Council wants to remind everyone of several events coming up that we 

know you will enjoy.  

Please mark your calendars and reserve these dates: 

August 20th, 2016, Saturday 

Join us for the 9th Annual Parade and Ceremony Commemorating the end of the 2nd  

Seminole War. 

Please see flyer attached for more information regarding the luncheon and special 

presentation. 

--------------------------  

November 11th, Friday 

Join and watch the Second Annual Veterans Day Parade in St. Augustine. 

Whether you are marching, riding, or watching you wonõt want to miss the Parade.  

Bring the family, the children will love the Patriotic Parade. 

See the marching bands, helicopters, military vehicles and honor our veterans. 

Please see flyer attached. 

----------------------------------------  

November 11, 12, 13 

Join us Saluting our Local Veterans at the Corazon Theater for the first ever Military Film 

Festival, times to be announced. 

This is a free event and open to the public over the Veterans Day Weekend. 

The documentaries will be honoring Florida veterans and many of the featured veterans 

will be at the Corazon Theater to answer your questions. 

We will have many surprise speakers so look for more information on the Veterans Coun-

cil of St. Johns Countyõs website and Facebook page as well as in the monthly                    

Patriot Reader. 

------------------------------------  

November 13th, Sunday 

Watch for information on the Patriotic Concert with a BIG name star to perform at the St. 

Augustine Amphitheater. 
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Reserve these dates, watch here for more information. 
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The Veterans Council of St. Johns County is proud to           

announce that it has modernized its website and created        

a new Facebook page. 

We are inviting all veterans to visit our website at:                          

http://www.veteranscouncilofstjohns.org  

The Veterans Council will post items of interest to 

all veterans, post pictures, articles, flyers, events, 

etc.  We will post our meetings dates and keep 

you informed about events at the Jacksonville 

and St. Augustine National Cemeteries. 

      Please join our group on Facebook at:       

    VeteransCouncilofStJohnsCounty,FL 

 

           Please select Join the Group to become a member 

. 

Once you have joined the Veterans Council Facebook group you 

will be able to post your meetings, pictures, articles, fund raisers, 

etc. It will be your common site to go to and see whatôs happening. 

The website and Facebook page were updated and created so 

that there would be a central place to list all veterans activities in 

NE FL. 

You may have noticed the Veterans Councilôs new logo, it was cre-

ated by Roy Havekost and his web design company PageAuthors. 

The VC strongly recommends that you contact Roy, 904-287-6909, 

if you or your vet group wants to create a website or Facebook 

page. 

 

mailto:http://www.veteranscouncilofstjohns.org
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

July __2016 

VETERANS COUNCIL ANNOUNCES 

WREATH CAMPAIGN 

Chairman Bill Dudley of the Veterans Council of St. Johns County has an-

nounced the annual drive for Wreaths Across America has begun. 

The council is dedicated to ensuring that every headstone in the St. Au-

gustine National Cemetery is adorned with a live holiday wreath this year.  

The council has successfully sponsored the drive for several years. 

The community is invited to send donations to purchase the wreaths.  In-

dividual wreaths are $15.00.   If two wreaths are purchased at $30.00 the 

council receives a free wreath (3 for cost of 2). Corporate sponsorships 

are available and greatly appreciated. 

The community is invited to the St. Augustine National Cemetery on De-

cember 17, 2016 at 10:00 a.m. for a ceremony followed by placement of 

the wreaths. Youth organizations are encouraged to participate to learn 

and honor our veterans. 

Checks made payable to Wreaths Across America may be sent to: Veterans 

Council of St. Johns County, P. O. Box 2117, St. Augustine, FL 32085-

2117. 

For any additional information please contact the campaign chair, SGM 

(Ret) Ray Quinn at 904.797.5622. 
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Lead Letter to The Editor July 18th, FL Times Union 

 K9s for Warriors provides important service 

By Mary Daniel Fri, Jul 15, 2016 @ 8:44 am  

I was born and raised in Jacksonville and have always been proud of 

our support of the Navy men and women who make our city their 

home.  

But I am even more proud and honored that we have the leading organization that pro-

vides service canines to our wounded warriors who suffer from post-traumatic stress 

right here in our own backyard: K9s for Warriors. 

I began volunteering over a year ago and recently began fostering Delaney, a 5-month-

old Husky puppy named after Rear Admiral Kevin Delaney, an American hero and a dedi-

cated Jacksonville civic leader until his death last year.  

Volunteering with this organization and working with this puppy have given me a close 

view of the amazing work being done by Shari Duval and her team.  

Every month another group of veterans come to Nocatee for a three week training pro-

gram, joining the 236 K9s for Warrior teams who have previously graduated.  

They are expertly trained to work with their new best friend, so they are prepared to re-

turn to civilian life with dignity and independence.  

And behind the scenes the organization is working hard to secure funding for more dogs, 

building a new kennel so the two-year waiting list can be shortened and even working 

with U.S. Rep. Ron DeSantis to introduce legislation allowing government funding for 

more warriors to get the dogs they so badly need.  

I urge you to learn more!  

A total of 22 veterans are committing suicide every day, and these dogs, trained right here 

on the First Coast, can save those lives!  

Donate, volunteer or simply attend the next graduation ceremony on July 28 and see for 

yourself! I promise youõll also be proud of the support our community gives back to 

those who gave so much!  

Mary Daniel, St. Augustine 
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Florida's budget, new laws begin July 1  By Jim Turner, News Service of Florida 

159 new laws, ranging from budget to public records, to go into effect 

FOR THE VETS 

 ---  SB 184, makes clear that former members of the Florida National Guard are eligible for 

the Florida Veterans' Hall of Fame. The new law also requires landlords to make decisions 

within seven days about lease applications by service members, and sets up a task force to 

consider an online-voting system for overseas military voters. 

 ---  SB 222, requires publicly owned or operated airports to provide free parking to any 

vehicle displaying license plates for disabled veterans. 

 ---  HB 799, provides that active duty service members who attend state universities or 

colleges, career centers or charter technical career centers may receive out-of-state fee 

waivers while living or stationed out of state. 

 ---  SB 1202, provides entrance fee discounts at state parks to members of the military, 

honorably discharged veterans, surviving spouses or parents of either a military member 

who died in combat or a first responder who died in the line of duty. 

Please watch this space for an important announcement regarding a 

partnership for a Veterans Day week òVeterans Film Festivaló at the      

Corazon Theater featuring the Veterans of NE FL through the different 

World Wars. The documentaries were produced by the Veterans    

Council of St. Johns County in cooperation with WJCT TV, Flagler   

College Communications Dept. and the Film Dept. of the Art Institute 

of Jacksonville. 
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 Beaver Toyota St. Augustine is giving a percentage of its profits on every vehi-

cle sold in July towards the DAV van for the St Augustine CBOC. Pictured from 

left: James Campau, Ken Hahn, Linda Beaver, Judy Davis, John McGinty, and 

Bob Robert Dinkins. 
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This is a note Bob Dinkins received from his grand-

son a few years ago. Landon is the kind of grandson 

we all want. Canõt wait til he grows up. 


