
  

 

man DeSantis as he continued 

his direct questioning of Mrs. 

Fiotes as to why the VA did not 

bring  these issues to the atten-

tion of Congress.  

St. Johns County is still offering 

to build a facility to house the 

CBOC adjacent to the new 

HHS Building on San Sebastian 

View. I would encourage our 

veterans to write letters or send 

emails to our elected Congres-

sional representatives encourag-

ing them to pressure the VA 

into accepting the Countyõs 

offer.  Your Chairman wrote a 

letter that was hand carried by 

Mr. Cameron to the subcom-

mittee and was entered into the 

Congressional record. I would 

encourage all our veterans to do 

the same.   

Bill Dudley 

Chairman 

Veterans Council                     

of  St. Johns Co. Inc 

  

 Fellow Veterans, 

This past week was certainly 

filled with lots of events con-

cerning our Veterans in St. 

Johns County.  

On Thursday, June 25 Gover-

nor Rick Scott was in St. Au-

gustine to recognize veterans 

for their service. The Florida 

National Guard Armory on 

CR 207 was the venue where 

over 600 veterans and guests 

assembled to hear the Gover-

nor recognize our Veterans for 

their service. He used this op-

portunity to especially thank 

our Korean War Veterans as 

June 25th was Korean War Re-

membrance Day. Governor 

Scott honored 342 veterans 

with a Governor Veterans Ser-

vice Medal.  This was one of 

the largest turnouts of Veter-

ans in the State of Florida since 

the inception of this program 

and the culmination of over a 

yearõs efforts by SJC VSO Jo-

seph McDermottõs and VCSJC 

Chairman Bill Dudley to get 

the Governor to St. Johns 

County for this award.  

The veterans of St. Johns 

County would like to extend 

their appreciation to Jerry 

Cameron for representing us 

before the Congressional sub-

committee in Washington on 

Thursday. Mr. Cameron 

along with representatives 

from the VA and GAO ap-

peared before the House 

Committee on Oversight and 

Government Reform chaired 

by Congressman Ron DeSan-

tis over the long battle St. 

Johns County veterans have 

endured over our Community 

Based Outpatient Clinic. For 

those who followed the hear-

ing on CSPAN, it was obvious 

the VA has made major mis-

takes during this long painful 

process. Admitting before the 

Congressional hearing that the 

VA was slow to act and were 

not good stewards of the tax-

payerõs money, Mrs. Stella 

Fiotes, Exec. Director of 

Construction and Facilities for 

VA testified that errors were 

made upfront. Blaming the 

GAO for their problems, this 

did not sit well with Chair 
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VETERANS COUNCIL OF ST. JOHNS COUNTY 

Post Office Box 2117 

St. Augustine, FL 32085 

CHAIRMAN Bill Dudley   TREASURER  John Mountcastle 

VICE CHAIRMAN Ray Quinn  SECRETARY  Michael Rothfeld 

JUNE 21, 2015 

The Honorable Ron DeSantis, Chairman 

Subcommittee on National Security of the  

House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 

US House of Representatives 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

Dear Chairman DeSantis:  

The veterans of Northeast Florida are deeply concerned over the gross mismanagement exhibited by the Northeast 

Florida ð Southeast Georgia Regional Office of the Veterans Administration (VA). A glaring example of this is the 

total mismanagement of the building of the new Community Based Outpatient Clinic (CBOC) in St. Johns County.  

The VA has, for almost four years, made one poor decision after another. The local county government and local vet-

eransõ associations have made every effort to seek solutions to this alarming situation at the regional level of the VA. 

Our concerns have been met with calloused indifference, and our complaints over this indifference have been met 

with absolute condescending arrogance. After years of being either ignored or being presented with outright misrep-

resentations, we, the veterans of our armed services, can find no other recourse than to appeal to you, the holders of 

the highest offices in our land. We do so with full faith that you will not hesitate to serve the needs of those who have 

faithfully served this country. 

In order to prevent further damage and waste to taxpayer dollars immediate action is required. We ask that no fur-

ther action be taken by the VA to locate a permanent clinic until they have engaged the local veteranõs population and 

the county government in a meaningful and productive dialogue. It is destructive and unacceptable to allow the VA to 

continue along the course they have travelled thus far. Had the VA listened to the concerns of St. Johns County veter-

ans and accepted the generous offer made by the St. Johns County government, they would now be operating out of a 

state-of-the-art facility at the same site as other services heavily utilized by our veterans. In addition, millions of tax-

payer dollars would not have been wasted. The VA will not set this right without intervention by Congress. 

The veterans of Northeast Florida, trust you will take action to prevent further consequences to our community 

caused by an agency that has shown little concern over the damage it has done and has given every indication it intends 

to continue its present destructive path. 

May God bless The United States of America and your efforts on our behalf. 

William E. Dudley, Chairman 

Veterans Council of St. Johns County 
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Gov. Rick Scott awards 342 medals to St. Johns County veterans 

By JAKE MARTIN    jake.martin@staugustine.com  
This article re-printed with permission of the author and the St. Augus-

tine Record 

 

Hundreds of veterans and their families lined up Thursday at St. 

Augustineôs Robert F. Ensslin Jr. National Guard Armory for a 

moment, handshake and photo with Gov. Rick Scott as he distrib-

uted Governorôs Veterans Service Award medals during a ceremo-

ny. 

 

The Florida Department of Veteransô Affairs and Veterans 

Council of St. Johns County invited all military veterans resid-

ing in the county, retired or honorably discharged, to participate 

in the ceremony. 

ñThank you for standing up to those guys,ò Scott told Frederick 

Avery, a retired U.S. Navy Chief Warrant Officer 4, as he gave 

him a medal. 

 

ñOnce you get a group of veterans together itôs just a good feel-

ing because we know what everyone went through over there,ò said Avery, one of 342 veterans 

who attended the event. ñYou never meet a stranger because weôre all friends.ò 

 

Avery, a Gulf War veteran, joined the military in the 1980s during the Iranian Hostage Crisis 

and retired in 2007. He is now a specialist for CareerSource Northeast Floridaôs Disabled Vet-

erans Outreach Program in St. Augustine. 

 

Maria Maddox, originally from Seville, Fla., served in the U.S. Army in Germany from 1980 

to 1983. 

She had five brothers who served, three in Vietnam. Her father served in World War II. 

ñWeôre a military family, so we support fellow veterans 100 percent,ò she said. 

 

A.J. Sartin, a Vilano Beach resident, is a Vietnam War veteran, having served there between 

1968 and 1969. 

 

ñI was very impressed,ò he said of the ceremony. ñThey just never thanked the Vietnam vets, 

and Iôm sure proud theyôre taking care of it now and welcoming the vets home.ò 

 

Scott had also designated Thursday as Korean War Remembrance Day. The Korean War was 

fought from June 25, 1950, through July 27, 1953. 

 

ñItôs interesting because everybody has a story,ò said Scott, who served in the U.S. Navy. 

Clinical trials                                     continued on next page 

-PETER.WILLOTT@STAUGUSTINE.COM 
Vilano Beach resident A.J. Sartin shakes 
hands with Florida Gov. Rick Scott before 
Scott presents him with the Governor's Veter-
ans Service Award at a ceremony at the Rob-
ert F. Ensslin Jr. Armory in St. Augustine on 
Thursday, June 25, 2015. Gov. Scott pre-
sented the award to hundreds of active duty, 
retired or honorably discharged military mem-
bers during the event. 

http://staugustine.com/authors/jake-martin
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Scottôs visit on Thursday coincided with a congressional hearing on Capitol Hill concerning 

how the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs goes about replacing or building new medical fa-

cilities. 

Lawmakers are expected to review procurement issues that have cost taxpayers nationwide 

thousands of dollars while creating delays for veterans needing health care. 

 

The VA failed to meet a two-year deadline to move its St. Augustine Community Based Outpa-

tient Clinic. St. Johns County notified the VA in 2011 it would likely have to move the clinic 

from its current location on U.S. 1, where a new Loweôs is scheduled to be built. 

 

Lease extension payments to Loweôs are now costing taxpayers more than $64,000 per month. 

Unable to build a permanent location before its March 31 deadline, the VA decided to build a 

temporary facility at the Ponce de Leon Mall, about a half-mile from its current facility. 

 

If the VA does not meet an Oct. 1 deadline to get a temporary facility up and running, the cost 

to taxpayers will nearly double. 

 

Bill Dudley, chairman of the Veterans Council of St. Johns County, said overall he was pleased 

with the continued support for county veterans. 

 

He said the St. Augustine clinic move is really a federal VA issue rather than a state issue, add-

ing Scott has always been receptive to his concerns. 

 

ñWhen Iôve spoken with him about it, heôs said, óIôll do whatever I can,ô ò Dudley said. ñHeôs 

at least shown a willingness to help in any way he can.ò 

 

Costs of health  

Scott said he had sued the federal government in 2014 for information regarding treatment of 

veterans in Floridaôs veterans hospitals. 

 

ñFlorida is clearly the most veteran-friendly state in the country,ò he said. ñIôm going to con-

tinue to focus and fight for our veterans and make sure they get the health care they want.ò 
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"St. Johns County has become the classic example of the overall 

problems plaguing the VA"  
By Clifford Davis  

clifford.davis@jacksonville.com  

This article re-printed with permission of its auther and the Fl Times Union 

 

WASHINGTON ð Nearly four years after St. Johns County notified the VA that the land on which 

its clinic sat would likely be sold, the Department of Veterans Affairs still has not found a permanent 

home for the countyôs clinic. 

 

Thatôs why U.S. Rep. Ron DeSantis, R-Fla., called the countyôs lead liaison with the VA to testify 

Thursday in Washington before his subcommittee of the House Committee on Oversight and Govern-

ment Reform. 

 

ñSt. Johns County has become the classic example of the overall prob-

lems plaguing the VA throughout the country,ò the countyôs assistant 

administrator Jerry Cameron said in his opening statement. 

 

The way the VA acquires property has become a major focal point for 

those who oversee the department, after dozens of projects ran long 

overdue and grossly over budget. 

 

ñWe want to have this process streamlined and reformed so things are 

being done on time ð and theyôre not being done on time,ò DeSantis 

told the Times-Union in an interview just before the hearing. ñThere 

are habitual delays that leave communities like ours in limbo. 

 

ñItôs been very difficult for some of the local officials, for our veter-

ans. And our office has worked on this issue tirelessly; yet you al-

ways run into more bureaucracy, more red tape.ò 

 

St. Augustine isnôt the only community facing long delays in establishing a facility. 

 

David Wise, a director at the Government Accountability Office, testified alongside Cameron on 

Thursday. 

 

ñAs of January 2014, GAO found that 39 of the 41 projects reviewed ð with a contract value of about 

$2.5 billion ð experienced schedule delays, ranging from six months to 13.3 years,ò Wise said. 

 

Which project took 13.3 years longer than expected? Jacksonvilleôs outpatient clinic. 

 

The average delay beyond a scheduled opening for the 39 projects was 3.3 years. 

 

The situation in St. Augustine also reared its head at the House Committee on Veterans Affairs 

chaired by Rep. Jeff Miller, R-Fla., and on which Rep. Corrine Brown, D-Fla., is the ranking member. 
              Continued on next page 

 

Jerry Cameron, foreground, 

stands to take the oath with others 

called to testify before the Ron 

DeSantis' subcommittee on na-

tional security Thursday. Photo 

by Cliff Davis 

http://staugustine.com/authors/clifford-davis-0
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ñWeôve discussed St. Augustine and its clinic,ò Miller told VA Deputy Secretary Sloan Gibson. ñHow 

can VA continue to justify paying thousands and thousands of dollars in fines and penalties each 

month to retain a facility that they knew a long time ago that they were going to have to relocate from 

that facility? 

 

ñHow does that happen?ò 

 

Gibson said it happens when the VA fails to forecast the move soon enough. 

 

To some, including the St. Johns County Veterans Council, the failure to complete a permanent clinic 

with nearly four-yearsô notice was grounds for dismissing Gainesville VA leadership who oversee all 

clinics in the North Florida/South Georgia area. 

 

DeSantis took a more measured approach Thursday. 

 

ñWe wanted to focus it on the people in Washington,ò he said. ñThereôs been a lot of frustration ð 

understandably ð with some of the local folks. é I think a lot of people have discussed that and in 

the papers and wherever. 

 

ñI think there should be accountability there, too.ò 

 

However, he said major problems lie in Washington. 

 

ñWe wanted to keep the bridges up and running and not burn bridges if we think we can move the ball 

forward,ò DeSantis said. ñBut obviously, weôve come to this point, and if we were satisfied we would-

nôt be having this hearing right now.ò 

 

None of the Gainesville leadership was present at the hearing. Stella Fiotes, executive director of the 

VAôs office of construction and facilities management, represented the department. 

 

She acknowledged the VA lagged in beginning its lengthy lease process. ñWe were late in starting 

what we knew was the required competitive lease process required to lease space,ò Fiotes said. ñFor 

that, we are sorry and accept responsibility.ò 

 

Fiotes said the VA believes changes in the regulations that govern medical facilities are a must if the 

lease process is to be streamlined in the future. 

 

However, the VA was first notified of the possible impending sale of its current property in October 

2011. After 3İ years, tens of thousands of dollars in fines and a multi-million dollar replacement fa-

cility still in the works, DeSantis asked Fiotes if the VA had selected a site for a new, permanent clin-

ic. 

 

ñWe have not yet selected a site,ò Fiotes said. 

 

Clifford Davis: (904) 359-4103 
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     Clyde E. Lassen State Veterans Nursing Home  

       Where Patriotism is our Motto    

We brought in the summer heat with our annual Summer 
Blast Off Partyéincludes water balloons, squirt guns, 

buckets of water and the ice cream truck.  

Fatherõs Day Photo booth  

Receiving the Governorõs Service Awards at the National 

Guard Armory 6/25/2015.  


