
  

events and bring your family 

and friends. Both events are  

 

 

free. Parking in the downtown 

area will also be free on Veter-

ans Day at all metered parking 

spots.  

 

Our Wreaths Across America 

program only has about one 

month left to raise money for 

the 1218 wreaths needed to 

provide a wreath for each 

headstone in our St. Augustine 

National Cemetery. We still 

have to sell another 537 

wreaths to make this year’s 

goal. Please canvas your organ-

izations for a donation. We 

have made a commitment to 

assure every headstone has a 

wreath each year. Please help 

us honor that commitment.  

 

Bill Dudley   Chairman 

V e t e r a n s  C o u n c i l  o f                

St. Johns County 

 

 Fellow Veterans: 

November will be a busy 

month for your Veterans 

Council. Many major events 

will take place that we have 

been preparing for many 

months. On Oct. 30, we will 

celebrate the dedication of our 

interim CBOC and ribbon cut-

ting ceremony.  This will take 

place at 11 AM in front of the 

new CBOC interim facility.  

Be sure you have this on your 

calendar to attend. 

The following are the major 

events your Veterans Council 

will be involved in: 

5 Nov.   8:30 AM  Valley 

Ridge HS Veterans Day event 

 

6 Nov.   8:30 AM  Liberty 

Pines HS Veterans Day event 

 

7 Nov.   1-4 PM  Veterans 

Fund Raiser at Ancient City 

Brewing 

  

8 Nov.   1:30 PM  K9s For 

Warriors Program at Anastasia 

B a p t i s t  C h u r c h 

 

10 Nov. 9:30 AM  COA River 

House Veterans Day Program 

10 Nov. 4:00 PM  Vietnam 

War Plaque Dedication 

 

11 Nov. 10:30 AM  Veterans 

Day Parade 

 

Your Veterans Council com-

mittees and respective organi-

zations having been working 

diligently for many months to 

put these programs together to 

honor our veterans. Be sure 

you and your friends come out 

to help us honor those who 

have given much to defend and 

protect our country.  

 

The Nov. 8 K9’s For Warriors 

Program and the Veterans Day 

Parade have both grown expo-

nentially. We are expecting 

large turnouts for both events. 

The K9’s for Warriors is the 

fifth in a series of documen-

taries we have produced and 

the parade is the first military 

parade ever conducted in our 

city. Please plan to attend both 

Message from the Chairman 
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     Clyde E. Lassen State Veterans Nursing Home  

       Where Patriotism is our Motto    

The Cookout 

Pumpkin Time Happy Birthday to the Navy 
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 The Jacksonville National Cemetery 
Greetings from the Support Committee at                                   

the Jacksonville National Cemetery!   

 The Support Committee invites everyone to at-
tend its next scheduled meeting, on Monday, 

December 7, 2015. The meeting will be at 7:00pm. The meet-
ing will take place at Community Hospice, 4266 Sunbeam Rd., 
Jacksonville, FL 32257 in Conference Room A. 

JNC SC Chairman, 

Ray Quinn 

+++++++++++2015/2016 Officers of the SCJNC++++++++++++  

Chairman: Ray Quinn 

Vice Chairman: Bill Dudley  

Treasurer: John Mountcastle 

 Assist Treasurer: Michael Rothfeld  

Secretary: Kathy Church  

Chaplain: Michael Halyard 

Master-At-Arms: Joe McDermott  

JAG Officer: Patrick Bennett 

Historian: Jody Raymond  

   

  VOLUNTEERS are needed!  http://jacksonvilleladies.org  

Membership in The Jacksonville Ladies/Gentlemen is strictly voluntary and is open to 
all Ladies and Gentlemen who have a sincere desire to pay final tribute to our Veter-
ans. A Volunteer is there to attend every Service, not to “intrude” but to stand as a 
“silent witness” and give honor to the Veteran and condolences to their families. It is 
not a “typical” Volunteer position, it must come from the heart. It is an honor to be a 
part of these ceremonies that pay tribute to the everyday heroes that make up our 
armed forces. The Volunteers give back a little to those who have given so much for 
our great country.  

How to Volunteer -  http://jacksonvilleladies.org  

The Jacksonville Ladies/Gentlemen are a very special group of Volunteers dedicated to being the 
“Silent Witness” for the Service of a Veteran and/or their Spouse. Especially important are those 
with no family present so they are not laid to rest alone. We also hope to provide some comfort to 
the family. 

 The only requirements are compassion, dedication and the sincere desire to honor our Vet-
erans for their service to our country. 
If you think you might be interested in becoming a Volunteer please contact Chair Gail Wil-
liams at 904-291-0604 or Vice Chair Kathy Cayton at 904-272-9489. 
You can also fill out the form in the link below and one of us will get back to you as soon as 
possible. 

http://www.jacksonvilleladies.org/ 

http://jacksonvilleladies.org/
http://jacksonvilleladies.org/
http://www.jacksonvilleladies.org/
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For several years, D.A.V. Fl Chapter 6 has furnished the passenger 
vans for the delivery of Veterans between the St. Augustine Clinic 
and the Gainesville, V.A. Hospital, and back, Monday – Friday.  The 
Van departs the Clinic every weekday at 0600. Phone (904) 209-3710 
to schedule a ride. Drivers furnished by the COA are: 

 Monday – Lonnie Woodard;   
 Tuesday –  Jack LaLonde 
 Wednesday – Floyd Bubba;  
 Thursday – Bob Garlander 
 Friday – Robert “Butch” Harrison 
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Eight Inducted into 2015 Class of the 

Florida Veterans’ Hall of Fame  

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. – Gov. Rick Scott and the Cabinet today inducted eight individuals 
into the Florida Veterans’ Hall of Fame.  The unanimous vote for the Class of 2015 
came during the Sept. 29 Cabinet Meeting at the Capitol. 

Inductees are: 

1. Charles E. Bennett, U.S. Army veteran (deceased) 

2. Laurence O. “Larry” Campbell, U.S. Marine Corps veteran (deceased) 

3. Chief Master Sgt. Charles E. LeCroy, U.S. Air Force (retired) 

4. Lawton M. Chiles, U.S. Army veteran (deceased) 

5. Col. Curtis V. “Curt” Ebitz, U.S. Army (retired) 

6. Col. Warren “Rocky” McPherson, U.S. Marine Corps (retired) 

7. Gerald V. Myers, U.S. Army veteran (deceased) 

8. Maj. Gen. Earl G. Peck, U.S. Air Force (retired) 

 

The Florida Veterans’ Hall of Fame recognizes and honors those military veterans who, 
through their works and lives during or after military service, have made a significant 
contribution to the state of Florida through civic, business, public service or other pur-
suits.  It is not a traditional military hall of fame, as it focuses on post-military contri-
butions to the State of Florida. 

 

An induction ceremony to honor the eight inductees will be scheduled in the future. 

 

For more information, visit http://www.floridaveteranshalloffame.org/index.asp 

  

 

http://www.floridaveteranshalloffame.org/index.asp
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 From BG Capps, USA, ret 

On Friday October 9, 2015, I attended an Army Viet Nam Bird Dog Unit Memori-

al Dedication at Ft. Rucker, AL. This monument and memorial was dedicat-

ed in honor of those unit members that paid the supreme price while serving in 

the 11 company size units from 1963 till 1972. The ceremony was well attended 

by more than 400 veteran unit members, family and friends. The monument has 

11 panels that recognizes each unit, its sector of responsibility and lists the 

names of those brave soldiers that died serving their country. 

The Bird Dog is a small single engine plane made by Cessna and carried a pilot 

and observer. Its high wing, low speed maneuverability, tandem seating, long 

flight time, and all-around windows proved an ideal observation platform. Its 

adaptability, simplicity and ability to use short, rough airstrips allowed the aircraft 

to operate from many small outposts  Its mission was to find the enemy and di-

rect combat forces to engage and destroy the targets. Usually two aircraft was 

assigned to each major combat command and they lived with the supported 

units. This provided direct support to the combat commander such as the sur-

veillance, reconnaissance and communication over combat operations.  

Easy to fly but hard to land, many were lost in accidents and combat. But many 

more Bird Dogs survived enemy fire to complete their missions and bring the 

crews home. Feared as an avenging angel by her enemies, this tough little air-

plane was a guardian angel over our ground forces.   

BIRD Dog 

Army Eyes Above The Battle   
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Jerry Domask, Vietnam Veteran, Artist, Friend 

 

With the popularity of the war series, 
“Reflections – Vietnam War 45 Years Later”, 
Jerry Domask has become a sought after 
speaker for veteran, civic, and community 
groups as well as high schools and universities. 
Jerry selects paintings tailored to an audience’s 
specific interests and demographics. 

His art reinforces the narrative and brings to life the tragedies of war. 
People suffer, property is destroyed. The paintings, sometimes symbolic, 
other times realistic, send a clear message. There is no “good” war. 

Jerry also mentions it is his opinion that a few wars may have been nec-
essary for America’s participation. Examples offered are the Revolution-
ary and Civil Wars, plus WWI and WWII. 

Everyone suffers; the combatants, their families, loved ones, neighbors, 
the population! War raises havoc and destruction on people, property 
and public infrastructure without discrimination. All suffer! Each com-
mentary is summarized by thoughts on how to avoid, prevent and limit 
future conflicts. 

  

 http://jeromedomaskfineart.com   

 

 

 

mailto:%20http://jeromedomaskfineart.com
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The next V4V is JANUARY 16th...Pass the 
word and let's have a good turnout from all 
the counties.   

 

Check out the V4V FaceBook page for updates ...Like the page so 
we can keep you informed and share the page with others, we 
need to get more Veterans involved... 

 

www.facebook.com/Vets4VetsNJax 

 

V4V is not political, we are all about taking care of Veterans.. We 
are a movement that believes "Where there is no vision the people 
perish". If veterans see "vision" they will attend and we will flourish 
and make a difference. 

 

Inform, Connect, Grow and Organize/Unite. 

 

Veteran issues are better addressed by another Veteran 

 

 

JANUARY16TH VETERANS MEMORIAL ARENA 

Pass the Word 

 

http://www.facebook.com/Vets4VetsNJax
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K-9 for Warriors held its graduation on Thursday, October 22, 2015, at Camp K9, Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida. Post 

233 members and volunteers were invited to share in the graduation of eight Veterans and their k9 companions. Post 

233 Commander Sonny Kirkwood presented personalized Letters of Appreciation and Gratitude to each warrior and 

was assisted by Post 233 Sergeant-at-Arms, J. R. Mathis, Jr., at the ceremony. Congratulations to the eight warriors 

and their K-9 companions!  
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Sponsor/Donor Brief for Golf Tournament 

 
VVA Chapter #1084 Community Outreach 

 Florida National Guard Foundation 

The Florida National Guard Foundation is a non-profit organization that 
provides support to the men and women of the Florida National Guard in 
times of emergencies and deployments. Due to its low administrative 
costs, 95 percent of the donations to the Foundation go directly to assist-
ing the men and women of the Florida National Guard. The Foundation is 
a 501c(3) organization. 

 
Regards, Bob Dinkins - President, Vietnam Veterans of America 
Chapter 1084, St. Johns County, Fl, 904-540-1898,   president@vva1084.org            

"Never again will one generation of veterans abandon another."  

 

A very significant part of VVA Chapter #1084's purpose is to give back to our commu-
nity. We have several programs or projects to which our members are giving their 
time, talent and treasure. Some of these are ongoing and others are seasonal. Some 
are directly related to veterans while others such as the Education Committee are 
volved with mentoring and recognizing youth in our community. We are a 501c(19)
ganization. 

In the past year, the Florida National Guard Foundation provided $85,000 to support 
Soldiers and Airmen and their families by providing assistance with vehicle repairs, 
groceries, gas, medical expenses and household bills. 

 

                                                   Florida National Guard in the News 
 
-- Veterans 2 Volunteers is an initiative that links Veterans (active, guard and retired) to our Guard mem-
bers and Families that are currently serving. No one understands the life of the Military and their Fami-
lies like our Veterans. Veterans know what it means to give all for all. They also know the cost and the 
benefits of volunteerism. Family Day events, welcome home ceremonies, departure ceremonies, or ap-
pointed positions in a Commander's Family Readiness Group are a few of the ways that our Veterans can 
assist the Florida National Guard Family Readiness Program. We are actively recruiting Veterans all over 
the State of Florida to assist our National Guard and their Families.  
To get involved contact Veterans2volunteers@gmail.com or visit https://www.facebook.com/
Veterans2Volunteers 

mailto:president@vva1084.org
http://www.vva1046.com/community-outreach
http://www.vva1046.com/community-outreach
http://www.vva1046.com/community-outreach
http://www.vva1046.com/community-outreach
http://www.vva1046.com/community-outreach
http://www.vva1046.com/community-outreach
http://www.vva1046.com/community-outreach
mailto:Veterans2volunteers@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Veterans2Volunteers
https://www.facebook.com/Veterans2Volunteers
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Vilano Beach VFW now has 3 Wheelchairs available for St. Johns County Veterans 

 

                                         1.                                     2.                                      3. 

1 – Pride Jazzy Jet 2 – Heavy Duty Electric Wheelchair with on-board Charger & Manual. 

2 – Pride Jazzy Select – Electric Wheelchair with Charger & Manual. 

3 – Pride Jazzy 1120 – Electric Wheelchair with on-board Charger & Manual. 

 

Any St. Johns County Veteran needing a chair, contact Vilano Beach VFW @ (904) 669-1946 
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              Missing In America Project   

                  SAVE THE DATE -SAVE THE DATE - SAVE THE DATE  
 

  

Our numbers keep increasing on a daily basis. As of 6/03/2015 
here is our Nationwide Progress to Date  

 
Total Funeral Homes Visited - 1,777  

Cremains Found - 11,269  
Veterans Cremains Identified - 2,597  

Veterans Interred - 2,360.  
 

If you want more info on MIAP go to www.miap.us. Please feel 
free to also contact me @ miapjax@yahoo.com. There are many 

ways you can become involved with our Project. 
 

 
MIAP - FL will be holding the following services on the dates listed.  

Details will be published as it gets closer to the date.  

 

 November 05, 2015 @ 1:00pm (Thursday)  

Sarasota National Cemetery  

 

December 05, 2015 @ 10:00am (Saturday)  

South Florida National Cemetery 

http://www.miap.us/
mailto:miapjax@yahoo.com
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“Honoring the Dead by Helping the Living”   

                             For more information, 

                     contact A. J. Sartin  (904) 669-1946 

      Offered by the Vilano Beach VFW Post 12142,        VilanoBeachVFW@att.net    

                         Vilano Beach VFW Post 12142 collects Walkers, Wheel Chairs, and Power     

            Wheel Chairs for distribution to other Veterans in need.                                               

     VETERANS HELPING VETERANS 

The P320 Travel-Ease Regal has an 18"W x 16"D swivel seat, flip up armrests, headrest and flip-up 
footboard. The Travel-Ease comes with batteries and runs up to 4.5 mph.  
 
The small footprint is perfect for getting around indoors, but don't be fooled, it's out-
door performance is second to none. The P320 has an excellent torque-range for 
consistent pulling no matter what the terrain does. 
 
The Merits P320 Travel-Ease Regal is stylish and compact. Its low center of gravity, 
tight turning radius of 23" and excellent maneuverability makes it extra stable and 
gives you a high level of freedom.  
 
The P320's 9" Foam-Filled Drive wheels and 8" front casters can take you just about anywhere. 
Work great indoors and outdoors. The P320 has a maximum speed of 4.5 mph and a range of about 
15 miles.                               ————————————————————- 

  Go-Go Elite Traveller 3-Wheel  
by Pride , Model No. SC40E 

Lightweight, agile, the Elite Traveller. 

18AH battery option for extended drive range 

Comes with blue, and red shroud covers 

Front frame-mounted seat post offers maximum stability 

 

Top Speed: 4.25 mph 

Drive Range: 10.00 miles (this may vary, depending on charge and life of battery) 

Heaviest Piece: 28 lbs., Rider Weight capacity: 300 lbs., Weight: 96 lbs. 

—————————————————————————- 

   Wheelchair Walker Folding Combination, without basket 
(pictured on left) 

 

  

Key Specs 

mailto:VilanoBeachVFW@att.net
http://www.spinlife.com/Pride-Go-Go-Elite-Traveller-3-Wheel-Travel-Scooter/spec.cfm?productID=78301
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 400 N. Ponce de Leon Blvd.—St. Augustine, FL 32084-3587 

     904-829-2201– fax 904-829-2020— 800-997-1961 

                                           www.herbiewiles.com 

   The House That Trust Built 

CRAIG                                        

Funeral Home* Crematory* Memorial Park 

Pamela J. Smith 

Prearrangement Counselor 

psmith@craigfuneralhome.com 

1475 Old Dixie Highway 

St. Augustine, FL 32084 

(904) 824-1672 

(904) 824-4862 

www.CRAIGFUNERALHOME.COM 

Our Family Serving Your Family 

Since 1915 

“Veterans and Family                   

Memorial Care” 
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 The Veterans Council of St. Johns County welcomes 

article submissions from all County Veterans & 

organizations. Articles should be of interest to all and 

veterans related. Submissions may be edited &/or 

shortened and used if space permits. 

 

Send to: mrothfeld@anyveteran.org 

 

 The Veterans Council of St. Johns County, Inc. is a        
Not For Profit Florida Corporation. 

 

Our formation date was July 4, 2001 in a proclamation issued 
by the St. Johns County Commissioners. It is composed of rep-
resentatives of the various veterans' organizations within St. 
Johns County. 
 

The Veteran's Council will work with city and county govern-
ments and other local organizations to achieve the mutual goal 
to provide a central agency to assist in the coordination and 
presentation of matters concerning veterans and veterans ac-
tivities in St. Johns County. 
 

The Veteran's Council will endeavor to precipitate, stimulate 
and assist various organizations as they perform patriotic 
events. One of the major purposes is the promotion and educa-
tion of national patriotic matters. 
 

The St. Johns County Veterans Council meets the last 

Thursday of the month at 7 pm at the Elks Lodge,  

 1420 A1A So., St. Augustine.                       

Visit our Website:  www.veteranscouncilofstjohns.org  

 

Veterans Council of  St. Johns County,     

“Helping  All Veterans” 

Veterans Service Office 
 200 San Sebastian View, Suite 1400              

St. Augustine, FL 32084 

(physical location) 
The VSO Office is located in the new St. Johns County 

Health and Human Services Building.  
 

The office is open from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. daily, 
Monday through Friday excluding holidays. 

Closed for lunch daily from 11:30 am 12:30 pm 
 

Service is by appointment. 
Phone: 904-209-6160   Fax: 904-209-6161 

Joseph McDermott, CVSO 

Rick Rees, Assistant VSO 

Tammy Shirley, Assistant VSO 

Lashonda Burns, Office Specialist 

 

The views expressed in The Patriot Reader Newsletter articles, submissions and spotlights 

are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the views of the Veterans Council of 

St. Johns County or the editors of The Patriot Reader. It is the purpose of this periodical to 

share a variety of information that pertain to local veterans and their organizations.  

The new Veterans Service Office is now 

open and ready to serve you. 

mailto:mrothfeld@anyveteran.org

